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REPORT OW THE SECOND REGIONAL INTER-AGENCY CO-0RDINATION MEETING

ON POPULATION

I, ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

Opening of the Meeting

1. The Second Regional lnter:;-Agency Co-ordination Meeting on PopulatioJ;]. , ,
was organized by the Eoonomic Commission for Afrioa a'G its headquarters in"

• Addis Ababa from 19-21 April 1972. in co-operation with the ,United Nations
Population Division and the United Nations Fulld for Population Activities.
In the ,absenoe of Mro R.K.A. Gardiner g Executive Secretary of the Economi6
Commission for Africa, his opening address was read by Mr. R.Ko Som, Chief'
of the ECA Population Programme Centre"

Openingad<J.ress

2. The Executive Secretary of ECA. welcoming the participants, said that
the first meeting held last year was the major first step taken to ensure
maximum co-operation within the United 'Nations Family for implementing
ECA's work. programme on population, as approved by the Conference of Ministers.
Regional Inter-Agency Co-ordination meetings wero a speoial feature of the
Commission's aotivities for the Second United Nations Development Decade.
They represented action in compliance with Commission resolution 187(IX) which
urged specific measures to ensure the co-operation of the United Nations
system of speCialized agencies in 'che implementation of 'ohe work programmes
approved by the Commission and to seek. as far aspossible~ to have, joint
work programmes with individual agencies in theirrespectivA areas of com
petence: these meetings could also be seen as a regional seq:J.el to the
meetings of the Sub-Committee on Population uf the Administrative Co-ordina
tion Committee. The Executive Secretary furthel' noted that une pr!3,otica;L
and gratif~ing result of the first meeting was the interest 8xpressedby
United Nations agencies in yario11.s' ECA projec-Gs v including join'iJ programmes
of work, and. the fact that the efforts at regional co-ordination had been
commended by '&he .ACC Su'b-C.ommittee on Pop1.l1ation at recent meetingso

3. The Executive Secretary drew the attention of the participants to
the developments since the first meeting and specifically to the deli:berations
of the Afr$can Population Conference and the. Ji'il?st Session of the Conference
of African;Demographers i the other projects he mentioned included the study
of the inteFefations of population grO'Nth and economic and social development
in purs~anqe of the Co~~i~sion's resolution 230(X); the establislli~ent of the
Regional Iri,st:Ltutes for Population ,Studies ion Accra 8,nd Yaounde with English
and French'resjpectively as the medium of ins'cructioni the A;frican Census
programme.whi;ch is a continuing programme of assistance to the African coun
tries in tIle d,ollection. analysis and, interpretation of demograplJ.ic data
not only a:;;re'gards the size and stru.cture of populationv but also as .regards
populationd,ynamics in other we:rd.s~ fertili ty< mortaHty and, migration; and
to the :pecent ,proposal 'by the Internai;ional Statistical InstHute of the World
FertilitySMryey and its relation with the African Census Programmeo
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4. The Executive Secretar;y- also. stressed the importance of matters of co
ordination and'collaborai'ionin the national level with United Nations
agencies as well as with non-United Nations~Drganizationsin different
aspects of population programmes. Finall;y- he called on the parti05.pants
to continue ryroviding realistic guidelines to the United Nations, its agencies
and the African countries 1'10 that the resources of the United Natbns famil;y
are utilized to the best advantage of the people of the regiono

parti"ipation

5. '1'he fepresentatives of the following operating apdspecia.lized
agenoi~8 of the United Nations participated: United ¥ations JOevelopment
Programme, United Nations Childfen's Fund, Intern""tional Labour Organisation, '
Food and Agrioulture Organization of the Uni"Ged Nations ! United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization:, vlorld flealth Organization,
and International Bank for Reconstruotion and Development" The four Popula~

tion Programme Officers of the United Nations stationed in Africa, also '
attended.

Election of "officers "

6. ; The meeting unanimousq eleoted Mr. R.K. Som (ECA) as Chairman and
Dr. A.H. Thomas (WHO) as Secretary.

Agenda

7. The meeting adopted the revised agenda given below:

10 Opening "ad<:lre~ses

2., Election of officers ~ Chairman and Secretary

3. Aaopti<;>u of agenda

4., lIIat;ers arising from the laGt meeting

5. Matters arising from the meeting of the ACCSnb--Committee on
Population

, 6. Work of, the ECA and agencie!3 in the field of population in Africa
during 1971 and the work programme for 1972' and beyond

7. ' Mattersaris:LTlg from the African population Confe:cence and the Con-
fer,ence of African Demographers '

8. Inter-agency co-ordination and' collab0J:'.i'tion, on, work progralllmes
of agencies in 1972-1976 '

(a) Researoh and studies

(i) Macro case studies;
(ii) lII:i.cro case, studies.

•

•
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(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

Technical co-operation

Training (including Wcrld Populaticn Institute)

Meetings

African Census Programme and Wcrlq., Fertility Survey,

Information services and clearing house acti~ties

Eo~e of the Population Programme Officers

Other activities.

9~ Any other business including preparations for the Wor~d Population
Conference and World Population Year" 1974.

10. Adoption of report.
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II. Ml\.TTERS ARISING FROM THE FIRST MEETING

8. Discussions on this item oentred'on actions resu~ting from deoisions
taking at the first meeting of the group held in 11-13'January 1971. As
a result,pf:<',hat meeting,thedifferontUnited Nat.ions 'oI'ganizations indicated
their interests ill variousprpjeotsilJ, the Afrioan Population,Programme, thus
identifying multi-J.nterest projects 'as we11'asjoirit .prdjeots.The intention
was that when the various projects-.come UpfdI'. implementa'Pionthe interested
organizations would be involved and would be. ~aking their. relevant oontribu
tions.',,' ,

'(A"Kilio~tl;tbe) aedisidhsio:t"las-t!j'ea;r1s- meeting re-:t~rX:e!,'t~w,~i~-:

(i) The preparation of a oonsolidated list of'i'xperts of ",,11 Un:i;:ted
Nations and non-United Nations organizations working in thepopula
tionfield in aU Afrioan oountries by EOA. A draft pro forma with whioh
to oolleot the relevant information from the organizations was plaoed
before the lVIeeting for approval;

(ii) On the deoision to publish oompleted and on-going researoh in the
Af'rioanPopulation Newsletter, it was reported that very little
was reoeived for publio""tion, but' that renewed effor"s would be made
to oolleot it.

With regard to meetings to whioh the EOA had been invited mentioned in the
"Bacl<ground Information" (E!GN.14!POP!60) the Meeting's attention was also
drawn to the WHO meeting on projeotion of mortality~ to whioh EGA was invited
but could not attend for procedur""l-difficulties, and another WHO meeting
in the Eastern Mediterranean region, which the United Nations PPO in Tunis
participated.

10. The Meeting urged that all possible steps be taken to enSure that matters
agreed on at· the co-ordination meetings be implemented as soon as possible,
and that the T<JGA be involved effectively in the relevant work ofihe agenoies._
inclUding participation in meetings convened by them.

•

•
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III. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE SIXTH SESSION

OF THE ACC SUB-COMMITTEE ON POPULATION

11. The Committee took note of matters of special interest to the region
and the African count:ctes arising from the sixth session of the ACC Sub
Commi"ttee on p~pulationwhioh met in Geneva on 28 FebI".,1ary - 1 March 1972 •.
Among these were the gradual shift .of emphasis tr,llot had taken place in the Sub-,
Committee's work from an initial pre-occupation with the harmonization of
activities in the light of various mandates cf its member organizations to the
systematic examinat i oJ:). of common programmes, and of the co-operative arrange
ments. and measures required in their implementation, which had inter alia made
nece"Sary a closer association of the regional economic commissions and
UNESOBwith the Sub-Coffilll;i.ttee's work; the statement prepared on the basis of
the UNICEF paper, "Population Questions; Some Notes on Family Planning" '
(POP/SC/wP/25), on the approaches to the provi..ion of family pla,ming ..ervice..
at the lo.cal level. to be forwarded to the Preparatory Committee. of the ACC
for con..ideI ation forinclu..ion in the report of the ACC; the urgent .need. to
con..olidate information on popUlation programme .. to be undertak<;>nby.the
va:ctousagenci<;>s through their headquarters and regional bodies; inter-agency
co-ord;i.:n,ation at the regional level; the needed efforts to ensure better
co-ordination among the organizations of the United. Nations s'ystem at the
country level; preparation of the first draf.t of the revised version of the
text of a document on co-ordination in the field of population "Iithin the
United Nations system; and arrangements for the World Population Conference
and the. Wor1.d population Year, 1974; and the World Population Inditute.

12. In the discussions, the Meeting tock particular note cf the shift of
empha..i .. to a ..ystematic eJ<:amination of common programmes and of the. 00

operative arrangements and measures required for their implementation. It
supporied theACC Sub-Coffilllittee's views on securing,budgetary p1'Ovision for
agencias and regional economic; commi ..sion.. in participating indifferent
population activitie .. neeced'inter alia for the World Population Conference.

13. , The Meeting also welcomed the statement prepared by the ACC Sub-Committee
on the ?'Pproaches to the provisions of family planning services at· the local
level. for .consideration for inclusion in the report of the ACC, Inthis
oonnexion the meeting noted that the WHO had been giving a very high priority
of assisting for basic health services in developing countries, particularly
in I1lra1 areas. The Meeting also discussed other communicationS media mentioned
in that statement in supportingand/or promoting family planning activities
and emphasized. the importance of increasing family planning knowledge.

14. The lIleeting also stressed the' need of ensuring effective co-ordination at
the> CoUlltrylevel and agreed that the United. !'lations agencies could take an
ac~iverolein oreating awareness of theliemolrraphic implications including
th,!int,!gr~tion of the population factor in, the development plans of the coun
tr~es9-lld otherwise assisting the countries in. obtaining the needed assistanoe
fr9m~~!" U:>t;i.ted Nations. In view of the country programming e:xercise that .has
nowb!"9qme.an integral part of the UNDP operations at the oountry level~ it was
agreed .thatthe UNDP programming machinery should be utilized more effectively.

15. The M~eting was glad to note that at theACC Sub-Committee, the United
Nat:ici>tsa~~cies had expressed satisfaction at the regiona.l co-ordination of
po~l~t~on:programmes.
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IV. irlORK OF ECA AND THE AGENCIES

Economic Commission for Africa
"; -." '5''''.

16. Introducing the African Population Programme, the ECA secretariat
me~tioned that the Population Programme Centre, which ~asimple~enting it, was

. made up of three substantive;:' sections , namely: Development and Policies Section,
General,Demography Section, and Fertility Studies Section.

17; "1'he African prog-i'amme tock into account the special char-acteristics
of Africa's population problems and the situation with regard ,tc the demo
graphiqresearch in the d,ifferent countries. The programme especia11ytoo~

int'o acccunt the lack of personnel in the countries to carry out the needed
research and therefore 'included some studies which should have been under
taken"in the countries.

18.;: Among the studies completed or in hand were'thotle'prepared f6'r the African
Population Conference namely: the demographic situa:tion'fri the region; review
of.thedemographic oontentof Afrioan development.plins, and demographic
tr-aining in the region as '"well as another on pattern 'of 'fertility in Afrioan
oountries. Those still in progress are oue on the volume 'and implications
of migration to selected cities,' and documents for the seminar on statistios
and studies of migration in Africa. ,A new ~tUdy on the relationship on
fertility and inf~~t mortality was suggested by the African Population Con
ference,the Conference of African Demographers and the Population Commission,
and this study has been included in the work prcgramme. The country case
studies cnthe relationship between population and economic and socia] dev"iop-
ment were also menti~ned. . , .

19 •. On information services it was mentioned that the pubiication 01 the
African Population Newsle'Cterwo,uld be continued. The first issue of the'
Afrioan'Population Studies Ser~eswaS still expected.

20. 'On regional advisory services,it was mentioned that the Centre 110w had' ....
two 'regional advisers unde.r its normal programme who during 'the period visited.
Chad, Mauritius, Nigeria, Sudan, and Tanzania. The EGA secretariat Will: in
fOrlJl,the PPOs and the agency representatives in the countrieS' of the visit
by the Regional .Advisers. ; ....

,;'

21 •. ·0)1 training the Meeting IvaS infOrmed that the Regionaltnstitute for
Population Studies in Accra h;3.d started operating while the one in Yaounde
was expected to be operative very soon. The Centre also had continued
with its a'ssistance to 'hationai institutions.

22.0rimeetings,· the general policy was to have normally two techni0al meet":, .
ings :and. at most three a year apart from other meetings. such",s .those· on, c()
ordination aud the Conference of Afrioan Demographers. Technioal. meetings
would still have the aim of creating awareness .of pOP1l1atiol) problems and. .their
implication within the region.' ' ,

•
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United Nations Chi Idren.~sFund.(mUCEl!')

23. UNICEl!' emphasized the development and us.e of MCH' services for the delivery
of family planning assistance, However, because in many countries the reach
of these services was very limited, it was impot'tant to develop b:mader
servioes by ';sing such .groups as agr:..oultural and oommunity development ser
vices; mothers' clubs and organized womens groups.,. th~ educational system
youth clubs and young farmers clubs and all available mass media.

24. Attention was invited to the high cost of .developing services dependent
cn trained medical and para~medical personnel, 1~ workers can economically
be trained for family planning work not requiring medical qualifications such
a&follow-<up ",nd health education. This has been dono ~Jith S11QO'Jl'Jii> in Korea
and Taiwall ff

25. UNICEF assistance wouldoontinue to be given at the .request of governments
within national planning priorities. Regionalprojeots were also supported
and funds were available for oertain researoh and pre-planning aotivities
on a regional basis.

26. UNICEl!' preferred to concentrate its resouroes on aotion programmes and
would not generally partioipate in specialized .aotivities suoh as demographic
training, surveys or stUdies. However. it would ce.rtainlybe prepared to
discuss its possible contribution in such developments.,

27. TJJ:JICEF expressed appreciation of the effective and regular liaison. ..lith
the ECA Population Programme Centre ; it was hoped that the importanoe of
population-aotivitiesin Africa would be drawn to the attention of the fortl;l
coming meeting of UNDP Resident Representatives.

International Labour Organisation (1L0)

28. 110 aotion contributing to population polioies oovered the following
areas:

29. The no would study and disseminate information em the interrelationships.
between population trends and development objeotives in substantive fields
of 110 oompetence, such as employment, productivity wages and sooial security.

30.' In areas cf sooial 'policy where 110 had substantive responsibility it would
,iricreasingly seek tc harmonize the application of its recommended standards
of sooial polioies and practices with demographic objectives in developing
countries. The 110 was undertaking educational activities directed towards
labour and employer circles to promote a better understanding and involvement
of these cirlces in population is~ues. .

31. All these activit;i.es, research,' seminars and information dissemination "Jere
expected to contribute to the acceptance and adoption of appropriate population
policies and to strengthening of the commitment to such policies once they
are adopted.
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32. II! family planning the ILO aimed at the full involvement in family
planning programmes of the sooial institutions and services jon particular
trade unions and labour bodies; management and ocoupational.health and welfare
services and labou:r;. administration and' sooial security. Support· Foul-d be
provided trade 1-mions"and labour education bodies to enable them to parti
oipate in .and develop activities relating to family planningo Employ('l::'s
would be encouraged to provide various faoilities and incentives to .their
employees families for the aooeptance and praotioe of family planningo The
1LO also underGook studies and formulated recommendations on social st9udards
for tr.igrant wOlkers and co'-operates, as appropriate ... )Vith other bodies j,n this
task(j

330 Th~ 1LO programme of work in the field of demographic projections had
centred m'3,inly on projections of the eoonomioally active popula'Giono Recently
labour force projection programme had been expanded to give wide2' geographic
coverage (the world and twenty four major regions) and inolude infcrmation .
on the aex-agecomposition of the labour force.

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

34. FAO I S involvement in population matters derived from the organizations.
responsi'biliGy for incraasing food production and improving levels of living
.and the ,Jelfare of rural people through agrioultural seotor development<

350 The expansion of FAO aotivities in population fields was bes't purc,ued
along two maindireotions, namely (a) inoluding a population analysis oompo
nent in FAO's advisory and researoh work on development and planning and
(b) developing further the population motivation oomponent in FAO's eduoa-·
tional1training and extension activities,

36. Emphasis would now be given by FAO to assisting oountries in tbe ana,lysis
of alte:r.naGive population policies, as an integral part in -.he formulation
of nationalagrioultural development strategies.

370 Studies aimed at improving the underst.anding of the relations1;lips be-.ween
demograpllic 'factors and food and agrioultural development -will be undertaken
as these ,(ould extend the base of the FAO regular and continuowo aot~cVity .
on the review and appraisal and planning work on food poptllation questions"
Two kind,s of studies would need to be carried out: (a) Headquarter's studies,

'. based on already-available material to analyse popula:Gion growth as a variable
in agriclJ,1tural development and its inter-relationships with "ther soci.o--:eoonomio
fao-Grjrsand (b) Field studies on the inter-rela'tionships between agriouttural
chanGe and, population dynamics based on information collectedthl'ough surveys
among ,:".real families. Appropriate programmes 'for field sUrveys 'would :,leed
to be und,ertaken, considerations being given to revising appropriately FAG's
Programme of Food Consumption Surveys and other related aotivities being
promoted and developed in various oountries. "The UNFPA had already provided
financial assistance for the initiation of aotivities.

•
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38. FAO tra;i.ning of its field staff',advising countries in development planning
and programming activities as well as FAD informational aetivit,ies were
expected to continue and thus, play an iplportant role in creating awareness '
of the implications of population growth on food and agridbtural developIllent D

39" FAD' seiemographic projections would be expaneiedto indlude brea};:down of
population s"gments such as by age and sex, by status9 etc. and thus provide
a basis for improving the United Natibns work on pro jections of urban/rural
popu.lation whi ch in turn w9ulei b" needed by, the FJlDfor mE>king- adequate
Projections of fooei demand.

40. Finally, the FAO's Planning~o:t' :Better Family DiVingProgramm" (FBFL)
1).ad been eieveloped as an ed1.\cational and motivation<i-l approach e,imeo. ?rimarUy
at reaching famil;i.es j.n rural areas Of developing C011.r!'t:ties th"ough t'oodand
agricultural.development programmes. The 'programme comprised actio11-()riented
micrc research activities. that were initiated in East Africa as well as: ,
education training and communication, activities among government leaders~

programme planners and professional and village level field 'JOrkers cf govern
ment and non_governmental organizations reaching families. Currently" the
P):!FL field project· proposals were in the process of deve.lopment in two other
African countries~

United Nati.2.ns Educational, Scientific and Cultural. Organi za1:i.o,,! (UNESCO)

410 UNESCO's efforts to promote population programme in edllcation were
gradua11;)" being extended. In 1971. an African Regionalllleeting on the J.elation
ship between Population Factors and Education was cOnvehedin' Dakar and
attendedb-j' s",veral West Africa.n CCJUntries and Tanzania andZambj.ao The
UNESCO Re/p,cnal Office in Dakar maintained a post for a person specially
concern"d with th" int"r-action of population factors and educatiOll' In
1973-·1974 efforts would betnMe to intl'oducepopulation matters into the
cur:dcuTa of teacher traini:ng coU"g"s and the regular school sys:bem. Att"ntion
wouldal.so b" directed to lit"racy and adult education programmes, Projects
for oase studies cn methodological problems»th" training of ao,ult education
leaders aneiGhe deve lopment of suitable teaohing and lear'ning mat"rials and
aids wer" currently under way. Population and sccialscie.nce expertise had .
been addedj;o UNESCO's education planning prcjects.

42, UNESCO had r"c"ntlyco';pleted a study on tli" effects ofeliucation,'pa,rti
oularly at' high"r, l"vels, on f"rtility and mortality rates and migration
trends; fu:l:'ther studies w"r" und"r way on the investment oosts of eduoational'
d"vdopmentiin varying fertility and mortality oondit'ions and this y"ar
UNESCO \{ould" sponsor a symposium to examin" theoontributions of social
sci"nc" in th" field of population.

43, UNESCO'also assist"d universities in improving and "xt"nding cours"s
in d"mographY, "ncouraging a multidiscipHnary approach, UNESCO was alsc active
in th" field of oommunication and in Octoo"r 1971 join"d IPPF in sponsoring a
seminar to prepare for the "stablishm"nt of a clearing-hcuse for audio-visual
and comnrunica.tions material On family planning to be oprG.rated jointly by
UNESCO and IPPF.

I

';
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44~ UNESCO's modest headquarters staff dealillgwith pOPulat:i.onwas being
expanded and posts of regional advisers in population education, edueat:i.onal
planningand''communicatioll'were being established,' .. .

,:,!i .< •• ;,;.-:~, ~"" " • ~~-~-' • --,

45. UNESCO'S population programme was concerned in ethical terms "rith the con
flictbetween demographic situations and welfare and development gcalsjin
functional terms it attel1lJ?ted to enElurethat population variables were taken
into accOUritiu planning a:ridimpl~mentingsocial pbliciesand to support
policies and programmes designed to· influence population variables. In,
terms of content~ education was at present receiving most emphasis and the
contributions cf the social and natural sciences arid commupication need stren
gthening. UNESCO 'Sill:t'~r"'sect9:r;al1io!Jll.laiiori progranrrn~ fpr:nd it,spJ..ace .
in the+wfderpattern Of):'elatedprogrammes of '~he United Natibnsas a whole
being concentrated on.th'eeducati'onal,· socio~culturf11 andcommuniQat;ions com'" ;;e'
porientsof the population ;field. UNESCO wpuld co-operate cloElely in the <
programmes of the World P6pulation Y~ar, 1974 and the World PoPulaHonCon...
fere~~ . . .

world,I{~althorgani~ation (WHO)

46. The WHO assisted member States~ on request, in the development of faffi:i':i;v'
planning witl~in the COll't;ex:j; of basio he,althEiervioes. One of the or~nizatio~

basio policies is that health servioesshouldbest be developed'ooncurrently
with social. cultural,an~ eccnomic, systems4

47~ ; ~~ i~J(~ride~ programm",of work inf'a!l'ily planning as part of the naiibrial
health s.iiVic~<iand :i.l1i;egraied Nith maternal and 'chiJ.d care "',as implemented
in 1970tolfiniu'consultation with Government.sbyJmOthrcugh '.joint . . "
planriing mi",sions with the Unit",0. Nations and o'~her.s;'pecialized agencies.
Advisory services<we.rsal1JP:provided .in ·19T1. fqr sj)e'c:i.alized aspects. of,fam~lY
pl~np.:i.l1g p:t'0grall)llles~.l1.the;t;:i.eldsofn~;rsil1!t and miq.w.i,fe:r;y, health G.<iucatiOrlf.<.
vital and health st.atistics' and in the latest advance in the subject of human
reproq,uctipn anC!.. ':\l0pU:Tat'ion i:l;ynamics. . . .

•. r .'__ .... , .1.0 .

48. An ov~r\;l~~[o~'t~~~()Sitiori ta!<en-by Governments of 42 countris·sWith .
regardtofarriHy'pIanmng activities by the- end. 'of 19,71 indicated the folloWin&:
(a) Seven had official policy and family planning programmes; (b) Seven had no"
off.i,cialpQ),~cy: ,1;1u,t ~uppoIctfa!!lily planning aotivitier.,; (c ) Twenty eight
had noof,ricii3.fpc1;foy,.and tJ..O S\1.Pllcrt .to familyplanningac.tihties, However,
the<patt~iri:cifb,e~ltb,_;rieetlScontiriiJ,,:,dto o~ange a.nd~swempJ,1asis'N!3'S'being .
evolved tomee~:,yJ:i~,r.,_e changing needS in the p:r:o[j)cticnof health and on .'.
comprehenr.,iYec~re;,.InclU:di:iig,famiiypianriing o~re;fo .. thel.lensfit of the ,
individualpthe family and the community. 'MaJ.o.r emphasiswoulq. therefore
be plac.ed by WHO in 1912 on country programmes in family health inoluding
familyp~~nnil1g,andone"pandedres.earc.h prpgramm'ls inhUlllc8;l1 repl"oduct ion.
I:n;tlJ.':'p.~,:,.a.,qf adi{isor;YS'lrvices to goverl1llleni's, the ore;aniza:t:i.:lU would con
centr~te,-,Qll,the strengthening of bas.fc health services; 'inc.luciing the maternity
centred family plann;ing Pl"o~a.mmeS. Empha)3isl"ouldl.le placed on health
administration and., on eduQationand itra~nil1g Of he,a'lth personnel a", alit. levels.

I,
I,
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Health ,education would be strengthened and co-operative effort would be
directed to school health education and, the development of better ccmmu."lications
for family planning, in the area of research, epidemiological studiesv research
development and training in reproduotive bio-medicine.

,

•

International Bahk for Reconstruction and Development (IBRn)

49. The growing interest of IBRD in the relationship between population
growth and economic development .,as emphasized by its President JlIr o McNamara
in his address to the Board of G,overnors in 1968 whenM' proposed three oourses
of action: (<).)act so that developing nations are aware of the extent to
which rapid population growth slows downpotentialdevclopment;'(b) seek
opportunities to finance facilities to carry out population programmes j

(c) join w;ith others in research on family planning and population control
programmes. To implement these proposals the Barik established first aPopu'
lation Studies Division (now Population and Human Resources Division and
later a Population Projects Department).

50. The Ptincipal medium by which the Bahk ,brought the, populaticntl'oblem
to the notice of the member countries was the Bahk's regular eoonomio reports,
which iricluded an analysis of-the country's demographic situation and population,
prog:r-amme. The second action programme was the lending of funds for population
projects,,; By January 1972 missions had been' sent to Colombia, Egypt, India.
Indonesia, Jamaica, Malaysia, Mauritius, Trinidad and Tobago and Tunisia"
Missions were planned for Ghana and the Philippines, and preinvestment studies
in population planning have beenoompleted for Iran, Kenya~ Tanzania and
Uganda. '

51. The Bahk's first population loan was for US$2 million to Jamaioa in 1970
and involved the construction and "equipment of maternity centres and the train
ing of family planning workers. III March 1971 a US$4.8 million IDA loan
was accorCledtoTunisia for similar activities. Projects for Trinidad and
Tobago and for Indonesia had also been approved. A pilot project inclUding
a management information and evaluation system was under consideration for
India.

52. The Bahk's interest in research Was confined to: (a) economic demographic
interrelationship; (b) economic aspects of falllily planning; (c) migration.
The Bahk would be happy to collaoorate with other research institutions and
had now been enabled to give small grants to research institutions fer joint
projects.

Discussion

53. The Meeting noted with interest the programmes in population and related
fields by ECA and the United Nations agencies and welcomed the increasing
attention being given to the population programmes by the United Nations and
its agenoies in the region~~
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54. It was recommended, that the population projects ofihe United 1Tabions
in the Africa'l countries:) which were implemented from UnHed Nations Head
qua:rters di;pectly .and "ot Q,)raI\llelled through EGA as w.ell as. othel' rele\:!3-nt
Headqual'!eJ."p adiviticsinthejlQpulation field, b.e reported. £::,113;' in
subse,q:uen't mee.tingaJld form a par,tof t)1,e consoJ.idated list of' pl'9joots
.. , _.,. - -., ~. .

56. The Meeting agreed cn the importanoe,of follow-up actions after the
target population i s ~otivation had been ascertained' or 'they had ;,eenmot:i.vated
to acoeptingf'amily planning.' The represent M i've of ~JHOinformet\. 'ohe lJiiet:i:ng
in this connexion that ,W'HO' attMhed great importance to giving aSDis'tanae
to the davelopingco1:\ntries hlAfrica in establishing basicMalthservioes'
espeo'i:ally ii1the rural areas" In this regardattentlon was bei.ng paid to
MCR servicesjwhi:Jh1it ,las universallY ag:r-eedtshouldinclude farnil;r plaJ:mirig
servioe~ for those who desired these" . ,

57. ThE> ~.leeting also noted that UNESCO had set up a three-Man mission to
Tunis in April 19,!2 oncoml1lUnication, family' planning educatioi1~sooial~service
rese:arch" et ... iu· order to appeal to different sectorsof·ihe populationQ' "",

,580 ThellIeeting discussed the different positi'6ns.ofi the' African countries,
in l'e"a:rd' topopulai>ioh policies and' prOgrammes"and'hbted that while a number'
of c0untries had official policy 'deolaraticilis~ 'soine others 'had-included
population programmes in their. development plans, and othersaHowed family
planning programmes 'to 'operate inthe'coulitries'eitheras a part of the
Government health service or through voluntary organizations: one country,'"
for exampJ.e~ did not have any official family planningpolioy' but he:d a
birth-'spaci'ng programme and 'in Liberia a new 'M:inis1;ri of Health and SoCial
Welfare had been established which had submitted a population :projecrt to the .
UNFPA for th" servioes of aiPamlly Health'Ad'l.'i.ser t'oJaS'!iistthe' M'lnistry in
improvInG' MCH sh'vicesand child-spacing, , The' Meeting .called tiIDon the EGA
secretariatto,aE;'ce:r-tai'n~ in collaboration with theagericie's m'1d tl1ePopula
tion ProgrammeOff'icers ~ the exact position of the differelitAfrica..'i· couii'tries'
in regarClGO population policies and prcgrammes.

59" Anotiler matter ,of concern was the possible''f:rustration as a res'cllt ,of.
the dela-'j's betw'eentheapprbval ofprojedtsforassi'stance inpopulil.'tiori
programmos and the'imr>lementation of the 'programmes. III ',his Gonnex;;Oli'r, it
was 811.ggested that a pool of experts 'be created for pOpUlaticn p:r"Jgl'ammes?
similar to that for the African Census Programme, who could be ma8,e a.vailable
immedi8,teJ.,y after the approval of the projeot •

..", -.'

,

•
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60. The United NationS and,the agencies were urged to find a means o:f,
.verooming this shortrooming espeoially as by United Nat,iqnsGeneral Assembly
resolution 2815(XXVI) of 14 Deoember 1971, the Seoretary-General. in oon
sultation with the Administrator of the UNDP and the Exeoutive Director of
UNFPA, had been re<Nestedinter alia to take the necessary 'SCteps to achieve,
the desired' ,improvements in theadministrative machinery of ,the Fund aimed
at the, effioieniand expeditious delivery of population prograJllmes. :inc,luding

, measu:t'es to quioken the pace o,f recruiting the experts and personnel :r>equirecl.,
io cope with the inoreasi~g volume of requests.

.'
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V. lMTTERS ARISING FROM THE AFRICAN 'POPULATION' CONFERENCE

AND THE FIRST SESSION OF THE CONFE:RJWCE 0]' AFRICAN DEMOGRAPHERS : ~.. .t

61. The ECA secretariat presented the Meeting with the summary of the4raf~

report of the Africanpopulati~n'Conference, 'prepar,Ejd'by the ECAseqreta.:r:ia1;
in collaboration with the United' Nations PopV:lationDiyision staff~!)d ,the
United Nations ,Population ProgrammeOffi.cers and given, in the report 0:1;' the ,
first session of the Conference 0:1; African Demogrq.pher/li(E!CN.14!553) and;the"
discussion on this draft report at the First Session of the Conference of '
Afrioan Demographers as also other matters ar1eing from the Conference of
Afrioan Demographers.

62. The Meeting noted the various priority areas of researoh id.entUied by
the African Population Conference and the Conference of African Demographers,
the views on the population policies and the relations with economio and
sooial development. The Meeting also ncted that while disoussing the general
theme arise out of the African Population Conferenoe, a relatively small
number of participants at the Conference of African Demographers had observed
that there were apparently two views on population polioies and their relations
with eoonomic and social development policies; these views h~d. howev~r,

converged while the first session of the Conference of African Demographers
adopted recommendations on population and development and MCR services
and family planning programmes. In a recommendation on poPulation and
development. the Conference endorsed the resolution tha'G the Uni-ted Nations
Population Commission had adop-ted at its sixteenth session for action by
ECOSOC,'which reflected the conviction -that economic and social. development
were an eSlilential element and prerequisite to an effective population policy
and urged all member States to give full attention to their demographio objeo
tives and measures during the biennial review and appraisal of the implementa
tion 0:1;' the Second United Nations Development Decade; to take such steps as
may be necessary to improve demographic statisticsf research and planning
machinery needed for development of population policies and programmes; and
to co-operate in achieving a substantial reduction of the rate of population
growth in these countries whioh consider their present rates of growth as
too high.and in exploring the possibility of setting of ta~gets for such
reduction in these countries. The Conference recommended also that adequate
attention, through studies and investigations, be given to the problems of
sub-fecundity and sterility prevailing in some parts of Africa and the required
assistanoe provided at the request of the concerned governments.

63. In the other reoommendation the participant s to the Conferenoe of Afrioan
Demographers hoped that African Governments w01l1d evolve demogra:phio objectives
within the framewQrks of their national development plans; the Afrioan Strategy
for Development in the 1970s and 'the International Development Stra~
o~nsistent with their national requirements and resouroes. The Conferenoe
noted in thilil connexion the recommendation made by the United Nations POP1l1ation
Commission 13,t its sixteenth session that member States cf the United Nations
considerf intel' alia. while setting their overall national objectives the
following demographic objectives: (a) reduction of mortality and of infant
and ohild mortality in' particular; (b) fertility regulation (inoluding high

•
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fertility as well as sub-fecundity and sterility); (c) modera~ion of popu
lation growth where it was high; (d) improvement in distribution of population,
especially between sub-national areas, big cities, small towns and rural
areas; (e) under some oiroumstanoes, emigration of population and/or of labour
force as appropriate; and, (f) amelioration in the struoture of popuhtion
and in the ratio between eoonomically active and dependent population resulting
from the above 0 '

64. In thereoommendation on maternal and ohild· health seryices and' family
plal1l"i±ng prog;;amne 1 the C0!1ference, recalJ,!,dthe"~!'l'ioti~(j~necra,lAssembly
and'Economc and Social Counoil resolutions~W"hichreeogri±zedt'he rights'
1,lf~;WJits to determine freely andrssponl'ti.clt th.. nvmber ll.lSd. "pacing of their
.childrsl1 and the knowledge and means to be made available to those who d8flired
them. It recommended that maternal and ohild health services should include
falllily pla,nlling servi~aa for those who desired them, and that wher.efamily planninG'
programmas' were ih'operation" maternal and child health services should form a
part of" such family planning" programmes.' ,

65. Tl:te Meeting noted that these recommendations were the first of their
kind to be adopted by a standing body of ECA and oould be considered as a
watershed in the thinking of the African Governments as reflected by their
official representati~es to the Conference of African Demographers.

66•. In the discussion the Meeting recommended that the second African Popu';"
lation Conference should be organized as an inter-governmental conference
with 'ECA as the soie spcnsor and with the fullest collaboration with United
Nat,ions '!lgeneies ; the representatives of which would form the Preparatory

'Copllllittee. too which non-United.i!rations organizations could be invited as'
ohseryersl: ;--"

67- ThetJN:E:SCO'representative presented the Meeting with some oOJJllnents he
had .received from the UNESCO' headquarters on 'tl:te Report of the Firs't Session
of the Coni'er'mce of African Demogrolpl:ters. On tl:te arrangemen'G fcrthe World
Population Conference, it was pointed out that substantial oontributions to it
were already been made by the United. Nations agencies and the regiol1al economio
oommissions, among othere." , .

68. UNESCO also considered that more attention should be paid to some 'of the
underlying sooio-psYQhological and psychological facts and meohanisms leading
to ohild-bearing, such as topics on motivation for adopting.or rejecting
family planning and the investigation of attitudes in terms of, for example.
of. ideals of reproduction, attitudes towards child~bearing. ferti lity.lim:j.ta'tion,
among others~ in speoific socio-cultural contexts in the Afrioan oountries.

,)
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VI. COLLABORATION AND CO-0RDINATION

(a) Research and studies

69. The Meeting noted tha·t EGAI s programme of work for 1973-...1974 with pro'
jections upto 1979 had been sent ,early in March to the agencies for comments
and suggestions,. The representatives of the agencies were requested to
ascertain, the interest,O~ their organizations in the specific population pro
jects of the ECA secreta';iat in order th~t multi~interestand joint projects
could ,be ilientified. The lIIe",tingre-affirmed in this oonnexion the importance
of, prior and timely Qonsultations between the different. agencies in the' ",'
rdevant progra!I1Jl)es o.f work and reiterated their general.interllsiiand support
of the ECAls,population programmes. It also agreed thai;,oo-ordinatlon ;"nd
exohange of information should be a oontinuing operation b€rj;ween ECA and the
different agenoies. " .

Macro and micro case ,studies

70. The mand,,(t'e":for these studies was derived from resolution 23()(X) adopted
at the tenth ses:'lion of the Eoonomio Commission fo+, Africa (First, Conference
of Ministers) 0 The Conf~rence,of African Demographers also ~rged the ECA '
sec+,etariat to c,ontinlie with the p+,ogramme in or,d",r to give by the end of
1974 a oomprehensive picture of the population dynamics and economic and
social developments in individual ,African" count ri", "., It was hoped :that for
the macro-studies~ all African countries and for micro-studies half of, these
countries would be covered in about fOll11? years time. As and when completed,
studies would be presented to the biennial Conference ofAfrican Demographers
and cf Afrioan Flannel'S and also to the World PopulationcConference, and
would be considered as a specific oontribution of EGA,to the World Population
Year.

7l. Ten me.~ro-studi8s and six micro-'studies had so far been" completed. A
review and disoussion of these was cOCltinued in document E/CN.14/POP146 and
E/cN.14/pop/49,.

(i) Contents of the studies

"72. 'The macro-studies started with a brief eoonomio surVey of the past and
during the Second Deve16pment Deoade, the experience relating to increaSE!
in national income ~ savings and investment, rural "tructures and transformation
of traditional rliral eoonomies, determinants and constraints of development
arising from demogra~hiu trends. The social survey included past and reoent
experiences relating to employment, unemployment, housing, publio health,
maternal and child health (effeotsof high parities on infant, early childhood
and maternal mortality)v eduoation, marriage patterns, and social and urban
tensions as well as other oonstraints arising from demographic trends. The

,.
I,
, .~
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demographic survey included a study of the size of the population and its,
struqture. generally high fertility and declining mortality, urbanization,
internal .3.nd inte1'national migration. A review Of the development plan of
the country ,was then made ,testing the assumptions of technological advance
mEmtin relation to agriculture and industries, shortage of s!cilledmanpower
and: provision of infrastru;ctures for the growing populacion. These" reviews
led, to a study of implications separately of the demographic projections under
high, medium and low assumptions on requirements of food, employmenh educa
1:ion, ,housing, ,publichealth~! urban development, sedentarization of nomadic
pqpulations i etc. - all these studied both in terms of numbers and costs
involved; also the effect of economic development on social growth and popu
lationgrowth; the importance of telescoping demographic t1'ansition within
a narrow time horizon; and a ,cost-benefit 'analysis of population programmes.

730 MiC1'o-studies were Jroposedat the level of the individual - the mother,
the children, and mell)bers of the family. These were aimed at studying the
effects 'of small and large numbers of Children on the welfare of individual
familiese The effects ,of high parities en the health of mothers and Children
grave pelvic disorders and high maternal mortality On the oneh,and and relative
ly high infant, ",nd e,arly childhood mortality on the other; ,extent and effects

,of induced abortions; habits of breast-feeding and weaning; diet andmal-p.utri
tion; environment conditions; edllcational opportunities; per oapita income;"
accommodation, and available food ,supply for the family; patterns of investment.
These also include tile family size values and preferenoes, the family building
habits and their cultural background as well as the constraints on the evolu
tion of small ,family building habits"' On the medioo-social side, additional
information is required on food consumption and caloryintake, medical
consultation and hospitalization, baby weight, height and growth, sooi,al
and verticallllobility of family members as seen in occupational placement and
income earned-o

(ii) Disoussion

74. The Meeting ''"greed on the need of using a consistent sef of projection
in these studies and noted withsatis:t:actionthatcollaborativearrangements
had been established between ECAand fhe United Nations agencies for using
fhe proJeotion of total and sectorial populafion projections prepared by the
Unifed Nations~ lLO, FAa, UNESCO, etc.

75. The representatives of the United,Nations agenoies indicated their general
interest and support to the caSe studies.

76. In particular~ the UNICEF's indications of interesf could be amplified
'in !3p6cific count:J:'Y sfudies within file framework of UNICEF's acfivities;
reference was made in this connexion to the UNICEF's p1'oject on various
data requirement for perspective planning relating to the devHopmentof
children and youfh.
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17. '.I'he WHO headqllertei.'s expressed p through its Lia!.son Officer with EGA,
i tsgreat interE;~rr j nGhe s,ndi.es" especially as these:relate ,to the inter-,
relati.onsbcnwEien :popul~.tio'l.grovIth" j',ealth and eOO'<1ornic developmen'," It
was also noted that t!:e good heFl.lth of the pOpUlation was '-' prerequisite
fQr Bcon6micdevclopment a~1d BQollomic development provj'cled the neQ8sse.ry":ma
terialbasis on lVhioh to :i.rnprove t;le levels o:t living ""lldhea.lth. The~leeting
noted with.. inter8stthat WHO planned. to .organize three stud.ie8 arid. meetings
to shm'r ilnd. analyse t.'1ese relations al,l\'l effects - a pilot C1tndy on the impFtd
of.pOjJlilaticX1 grOHtll "11 heaHh .investment needs would readl the final stage
by edt of 1972; aSP8cial consultation on health manp0>ler statist.ics ill 1972;
and a:. con.suJ-ta/tio:i1. 011' GOs·,G·";af7fG0t~veneSf:? ..8tudi~s on familypla~'t1Xling,,,p3.~ogramllles .~,
Wit'1t.iA'~he,,'.COllt0$t ofpuJ?l,i(~'JleaJt:p a.c.~j,.vi·tiesp IJrpbal)13'~ in ~Janua!';l ·1973;;
EcA wourd' be invl+Osd to' the t)\TO meet)llgs,

780 The I10 rep1'esontative suggested that some of the micrv·':f:l..l;;Udies in the
fnt'l;lre shouldd.eal more specifical:Jx >lith the trr..dittona1. methods of o'm
traception inor1er to make fami:Ly' planning policies more acoeptR h l.o
to the families and among worke,'s in particular. It was a:LsG pointedoui;
that there was a need for experimentation. withlocal food in or'der to imptove
the quality of weaning food in rUTa.l Cll:'easwhere imI)Orted. foods G;;J' eJ;'pOJ'lsive
or 'notaccessiblet: I,n this· conne:x:ion(j -the"M~6ting was 7:nio'rmed "by' Y.'6pr8Senta7""
tives. of UNICEF and HHO that intensive resea;r:chwas being undertaken jointly' .
by their organiZ<;i.tj,olls in coJ.laboratiqnwit.h FAOCl,Ud' IBRn Ao st.ud;y. i;he pl'oduc
tionof·high-,p:coteinf; eCOl1omio l1 p.,nd ~similable iflleaning food be.sed. :.on,loCa1
fo'od. and that some success had alr.eady been reported.

79'0:' The represen'G'atives of :WAO suggested tbat theprojeot forIll':l1ation and
its· imp'lementa'Gion Gould help to promote and develop the economic and social
statist.ics in an ixrt.egn;l;'ed. man;lerc

80 0 The i.'epresentative of IBRIi indicated that a Data Bank of :rBRIi could
provide EGA requireJ.informatiGl1 on external aids external debtr savings
etco of Lidividua.l countries~

81,;) Ths I'8presen-tative of U1illSGO :found a great similarity in -brd.s -programme
and thair olNnproposgdprogramme of studies and research for 1973-1974
and con8i,lered. p:ossi'ole the formulation of aoommon ground, of collaboration
with ECA se.cretari"'-+' in the implementatiorl o£'the case si;udies programme,

820 'rne ri1eeting dis;oussed the prooedures for ensuring. 'better cO"ordination among
the organi.zatiollS cf Unitad ]\)ations system at the cour1'Gry 13velo ,H had noted
that. at j.ts sixth session, the ACG Sv.b--Committee on Populat:;.on had thought
it' necessary' t i'1at United N8.tions organizations working in the fi?ld Rnculcl
arrange forbe,te1~'utilizationof the UNDPprogr3.JIlming me·chinerythan had. be<3n
possible so: fare .
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83, The repre"entative of UJliDP explained the new "ystemof the country
pt'ogramming exe;cc~se which 'oegins by establishing Indicative, Planning Figures
for a.a"h cO':;L,"1try a,nd, region fpr five years and the serious'effcrts to
gear p,1l8,ssistanoe'Go the major development objectives of 'f;he oountries
andregiOlls o All the U1'l.it<;id Nations, agencies had agreed in pri'1,ciple to
this appl'OB,()P oonoerning 1.heir own projects at' the country level. and the major

{ donor Governrnen'Gs also had agnled to integrate 'Gheir bilateral programmes
into the TJNDP pl'ogramming exercise, whioh was sub,ject to revision every year~

. This approach of course required a veY'll close collabora·i;ion at the country
level with 'Ope 'United, Nations agen<:>ies fllldECA o

84. He pointed out tha'; H was important to asoertain the policy positions
of Govel'Jll~ents aud. stressed thE> importance of having benchmark data as one
of the most important elements in country r:rograrnmingc The UNFPA f:Lnanced
projects such as the AfricaII Census Prog:ramme which~ouJ.d providesuoh data,
and analysis w'auld not~however. form pa.rt of the; Indicative Elanning Figures o

85, In the (l.iscussion, attention was dre,Wl1 to the re<;Jent re'commendations by
the Conference of' African Demographers and 'ohe resolution adopted at the
~ix~~Gen'hb. sessiol1.of the PbpulationComrnission for action' byi,he ,.:ECOSOC.urging
member States to defiM demographic objectives and to co-operate in trie efforts
to reduce population c;r01;i;h rates where these were high, In this context. .
the meeting discussed ways in which UNDP. the age.~cies. ECA ana, PPO's could
draw the attention of Governments to the importance of creating awareness .
a."1d giving adequate priority to the population factor in o.evelopment' plans
and request for assistance from the United Nations. .

86. The Me8',;;.ng noted with sa'tisfaotion that co'mtry population projects
would be disoussed at the RegionallVleeting ofillIDP Resident' Representative",
in AddiS ADaba in May J.972~ which tlJ.e ExeCll'Give Director of \JNFPA would'
attellcl,~.

87. The J,jeeting al",o discussed the importanoe of oo-ordina'Gi,ng the objectives
of the difTerent organs of the Government and noted that nati,cna,l oo-'ordinq,tive
machineries have different impacts in different cQuntries Q

( c ) ?!rainin,K...

(i) R!ogional institutes for popu],ation studies,

88. The Meeting reiterated its decisions ,of last year wj~h the declaration
of the l~lllin€5"Iless of fthe agenciel;lto co-operate 'with the ECA b,'Jth in the
organization of programmes &t the training institutes and in giving specifio
cout'seswhhin the special areas of competence of the different agenoies.
The Meeting fur-Urer emphasized the desirability of organizing ad i.ill£. courses
on population and i'GS relah<)!1 to economic and social development. for high
level government officials at. the nifferent institutes in which the United
Nations agencies might be invit~d to participate" ..
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89. It .was clarified that the Regional Institutes for Population Studies
in Accra a.nd Yaounde were regional projects, administered by ECAu and that
th8 C'],iro Demogr·aphic Centre was. an inter--regional project. All the three
training institutes were· however free,and indeed encouraged tc establish
oollaborative arrangements with both United Nations and non:-United Nations
agencies, provided ofollurse that the activities fell within their terms
of refernce,.

90. The. Meeting reccmmende.d that the directors of the United Nations-sponsored
regional demographic training centres shollld be invited to participate in
its subsequent meetings.

(ii) World. population Institute

91" The Meeting was informed of the preserrt status of the plans for the
World Popuhtion Training Institllte" At its·sixteEmth sessionj the Population
Commission was not able to make any recommendations concerning the establish
ment of a World. Population Training Institute and it had requested the
Seoretary-General to establishu in consultation with the United Nations

_organizations concerned, an appropriate committee to further study th", matter
and develop more comprehensive and. concrete proposals for consideration
at a futllre session of the Commission. The Commission also . recommended
that an experimental high-level programme of multidisciplinary training
be initiated as soon as possible, and that the experience oj this programme
ShOllld be reported at a futllresession of the Commission.

92" At its sixth session, the ACC Sub-Committee on Population recommended
that the United Nations sJiollld be tha focal point for the development of the
activities proposed by the Population Commission. It recommended that steps
should be taken immediately to appoint a lligh-level person3 with adequate
staff resouxcesp to develop and direct the programme in consultation with
the speoialized agencies concerned. The Sub-Committee had agreed that in
developing and implementing the project full advantage should betaken
of the existing regicnal facilities.

(d) MeetinEEe.

93. It had be",n already agreed that all agencies exchange information cn
coming meetings with ECA as part of their work programme which they were
requested to send to ECA, The agencies agreed -GO inform and invite each
other to participate in their various meetings.

(e) ;AfrJ..pan Census Programme

94. The Meeting noted that t~e Ccnsultative Group cn African Census Programme
on its first sessicn, held in January 1971, explored possibilities for provid
ing sllbstantial aSEists,C'lce tc African countries which had so far been llnable

J
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to :participat;,' in tne 1970 round of population' censuses or were wismng
to o'btain more' accurate a!1d detailed information on populatio):l dynamios•. A
re~onal project· was formulafed and presented ·to tne second meeting of the
ECA Technical Committee of Experts in Tunis, February 1971 anq was endorsed
by theECA First Conference of Ministers. .

95. The E;lcecutive Secretary had subsequently invited the member States
to inform him of thei.!' requirements for assistance in this field, while
pointin,g- out that, the various' programmes could not be entirely financed
by the United Nations alone. The response had been quite satisfactory since'
of the 26 member States which had not yet participated in the 1970 round.of
census 21 were planning to do so by 1974.

96. In reViewing t1).e .African Census Programme, theConsulta;i>ive Group
on the African Census Programme 011 its second session, held in February
1572 assessed thedl.fferent problems, to 'be tackled in implementing the pr0l>
ramme' e.g. recruitment of experts, training, availability of country counter
parts, etc.

97. The Meetirt,g- noted the interest of IBRD in co-ordinating its mi,g-ration'
studies in selected West African countries with the African Census Pro,g-ramme.

98•. During the discussions, all the agencies expressed int,?:rest in the .
African Census Programme while stressing the fact that in its implementatio:n
careful consideration should be given to collection of data .whichare not
usually obtained through a population census or if obtained become of little
value after a certain time. In this connexion the Meeting was informed that
the African Census Programme scope goes beyond a ,normal' census as ·it could
cover sp,?cial surveys to supplement the data through censuses and the informa
tion of population dynamics would be obtained for a period of at least four
years.

99. The Meeting also expressed the desire that in planning p6p~lation censuses
tJ;1e needs ofother censuses e.g., agricultural censuses be taken into ccnsidera
tion., FurtMr the Meeting stressed the fact that the African Census Programme
should be amon,<; others'a d.evice to ensure that census and. survey operations
become a continuing activity of the Africa):l countries with a view tound.er
taking population censuses pericdically and continuing surveys on vital rateS
a~ well as on interrelations of population with economic and. social factors.
To achieve this aim, the Meeting recommended that the Consultative Group on
the African Census Programme shoUld become a perma!1ent committee.

, ,

World Fertility Surv~

100•. Tne Meeting was informed of the International Statistical'Instituteis
plan far fertility surveysina number of different develop'ld and developing
countries. It noted that both the second meeting of the Consultative Group
on the African Census Prcgramme and the third' meeting' of the Preparatory
Committee for the World Population Conference had emphasized the importance
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of co-ordinating the World, Fertility Survey and the AfJ:"~c;itn Census Programme
in countries where these wer,e in operatipn together. Ideally, the fertility'
SUrvj;ly ,could compJ.:etethe census programme and carry. forWard the longer
range activities. ' "

101. The Meeting was informed of the discussions of consultants invited
by the International Statistical Institute on 25-30 March 1972. It.not",d
thatJ:'epr",sentativesof the regional economic commissions would, amO:ng
otherslcompriseth<: m",mbership of the Regiona,! Co-ordinatio:n .Committee
proposed to be establlshed.incpnnexion with the World Fertility SurVey.

102. The Meeting also noted the support by the Population Division of the
survey, the .mutual support of the work of the United Nat,ions in the pppula
tion field,. and the enhancement of the value of the survey by continued co
ordination with the United Nations and the regional eponomi,ocommissionsf,
specially in respeot of the work to be undertaken,at the regional and oountJ:'y
level. ..

103. The Meeting agreed on .the importanoe. of co-ordination of the fertility
survey With the African Census Programme in oountries where they' are in
operation together in order. to avoid duplioation of efforts and. to enhance'
the rational use of resources. It noted with satisfaotion that a representa
tive of the International Statistical Institute wculd be attending th", second'
meeting of the non-United Nations organizations interested in population
work in Africa, at which also the Wor;Ld Fertility Survey would be discussed.

(f) Information services and olearing house, activities

104. Here too the Meeting reiterat~d Hs deci~i~n iast year and urged ECA
to publish from time to tim", a consolidated list of all ",xp",rts of all
organizations working in the field of. population in every oountry. For this
purpose .th", proposed form tp be used in the collection of information from
the organizations was presented to the Meeting for approval. The form was
approved with some amendments. The Meeting urged all organizations to supply
the information required when the reques~ reached them, and also to make uSe
ofth", Afrioan Population Newsletter:in publioizing the.ir aotivities and infor-
mation on on-going researches and studies. '. ' . ..... . . .

(g) Role of population programme officers

105. In discussing technical co-operation, the Meeting had ",lsp ...discussed.
the role of PPO I S and had agreed that they have an important role not only in
helping .the countries in formulating projeot re'IUests but also in co-qrdinating
theactivities of the Unit",d Nations and non-;-United Nations ag",noies operating
inth4 countries. The four Population Programme Officersde»cribed their
efforts at cO-ordination in theoountries under their opera,tJ,ong on ",J:1ich
the Meeting expressed its satisfaction.

I
\J,
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106. The Meeting noted that although at its si~teenth session the Population
Commission had urged an increase in the number of PPO' s thi s has not yet
mater-ie.lized: this proposal inoluded one PPO to be stationed at the ECA
POp'~lation Prog"1'amme Centreo The l~eeting agreed that it was important
to implement the proposal as soon as possible.

107. The Meeting also noted that an understanding has b<;>el1 reached between
the UriitedNationS Population Division and the UNFPA that in countries whete
large-Scale UNFPA supported programmes are in operation, UNFPA will appoil'lt
senior advisors arid the PPO's will not be operative in these countries~

The role of the PPO:s in developing other projeots in these oQ1l.l'ltries was
however riot clearly defined.

(h) other activities: World population Conference and World populatiou
Year. 197tJ.

108 0 1'he Meeting lias infcrmed of the plans for the World Population Confe;renoe
and World Population Y"ar. 1974 as agreed upon at the third meeting of ;the
Preparatory Committee for World population Conference. It noted that th<;>
Conference I,as of an irttel'-governmental nature and that the principal pa!l"rs
liould comprise i;h<,Jse prepared by the United Nations and its agencies: the
reports and selected papers of the regional population conferences,.such as
the African Population Conference, would also be an important input into the
Conference documents. ECA~ the regional offices of the Unit<;>dNations agencies
and United Nations PPO's could help the countries in preparing the cOunt1"Y
statements~ an' ouUine, of· lihioh has yet to be prepared.

109. For the World Population Year also, the agencies liould be collaborating
with the United Nations and for both these types of activities additional r<;>sour
ces z as required, liould be requested from UNFPA. The Meeting also noted
the importance of setting up national committees for celebrating the World
Population Yea!'o

i
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vIt. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

.(a) Terms of referenoe of the Committee

110. The lVIo9ting noted that resolution 187(IX) of the Economic .Commission
for Africa had requested the Executive Secretary "to take. specifio meastires
.to .ensure the co~o.perationof the United Nations system of specialized
agep.cies in the implementation of the work programmes approved by the
Com~ission and towards this end, toeeek.as far as possible~ to have' joint
work pr'ogrammes with :Lnd:i.vidual agencies in their respective areas of com"
petenoe." The ~leeting was also considered a regional sequel of· the'ACC
S'"b-Committee on Population. It was agreed therefore that in the future
meetings, in addition to the ECA's wo.:ck .programIl\e of population, the relevant
pr<ogrammes in thepopnlation field by the United Na-Honsagencies would also
be reviewed in line with the recent shift in emphasis noted at the sixth
session of the ACC' Sub-Committee on Population to. the ~ystematic examination
of 90ll1Jllon programmes and of the co"-operative arrangements and measures .
required in their< implemen"Gation,The ECA Secretariat would be inviting
theagencies'to sEmdtoit their work progr"mmes in fields. related to popula
tion~ inclUding meetings, so that a consolidated list of projects could be
piep"r~d and presented at the next meeting.. This woUld also help in estab
lishihg continuihg cc~ordination in the interVal. . .

, , . . - -' ..

. (b) Next meetin~

111, The Meeting agreed that it would meet next at the ECA headquarters
in Addis Ababa in April 1973 for three days.

I,
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VIII. RECOMMENDATIONS

112. The recommendations of the Meeting are summarized below.

Formulation uf multiple-interest and joint projects

(1) Re;present at iV8s of the agencies were re<luested to ascertain the inter
est .of t,hei:r' organizations in specific populatibnprojects o.ftMECA secretar
ia.t in order ~hat multiple interest' and joint projects could be identified•

. Preparation of consolidated list oUroiects and experts

(2) The Meeting reiterated the decision that ECA publish from time to
time a consolidated list of p!,ojects ofall organizations working in %'Opulation
andrelatedf'ields in the African c01lntrie~•. ECAwasrequestedto obtain.
this information from all the organizations and to arral).ge to cir()tila1;e this
to them as well as to the African countries. The list of projects is to
include meetings organized by the different agencies and the staff assigned
to the region. as well projects implemented directly from the United Nations
Headquarters.

National co-ordination

(3) Noting that the recent recommendations by ,the Conference of African
Demographers and the resclution adopt,ed at the sixteenth session of the
Population Commission for action by ECOSOC urging membe!, Siates~o define
demographic objectives and to oo,-operate in the efforts to reduce population
growth rates where these were high, the Meeting discussed how UNDP.
theagenciesp ECA and the PPO's cculd draw the attention of Goyeruments to
the importance of creating awareness and for giving adequate priority to'the
population factor in the development plans and :request for assistance' from tile
United Nationso' .

(4) The Meeting stressed. the .need of ensuring effective co-ordination
at the country level and agreed that the.p.nitedNations agencies could take an
aotive role in 9reatingawareness of the demographic implications including
the:l.ntegration of the population factor in the development pl'1-ns of the
countries and ctherwise assisting the countries in cb:l1aining the l1eeded assist
ance fr'om the United ,Nations,. In. view of the country programming exercise
that has now become' an integral part of the UNDP operations at the c01mtry
level, it was. ,agreed that the UNDP programming machinery flhould be utilized
more effectively•.

Population programme and policies

(5) The ECA secretariat was ca.lled upon to ascertain~ in collaboration
with the agencies and the Population Programme Officers, the exact position
of the different countries in regard to po;pulation policies and programmes.
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(6) The Meeting welcomed the increasing attention being given to popula
tion programmes by the United Nations. and its agencies in the region and
agreed on the importance of follow~p actions after the target population's
motiva~ion has been ascertained or after the population has been motivated
to accepting family .planning•.

Research and :,?j;udies

(7) It was, suggested that some of the. micro-studies in the tUturei3hould
deal mo~e specifically with the'traditional methods of contraception in order
to make family planning policies more acceptable to the families, and among
workers in particular.

Information ser\dces

(8) The MEi';'tbg urged all organizations to make use of the African P01l!!-'
lation Newslette;citi publicizing their activities and information on on-going
researches and ·studies •. '

Training

(9) The Meeting declared the willingness of the agencies to co-operate
with ECA both in the organization cf prcgrammes at the regional training
institutes and in giving speoifio ccurses within their special areas of
c~mpetence. The Meeting further emphasized the d~sirability cf organizing
ad hcc courses on population and its relaticn tc, ecqnomic and sccial development
for higb.-levelgovernment officials at the different institutes in which
the United Nations agencies might be invited to participate.

(10) The directcrs of the United Nations sponsored regional d~mographio

training Qentres should be inVited to attend' subsequent regional oo-ordinaHon
meetings, ' .

• ;. '.'.' I.':' '-.

(11) The Cons1l.ltativeG:rottp on the' AfriQ"n Census Progiamme shOuld beool1}e
a permanentoommittee SO -that the African' Census Programme colild .beoome among
others a deVice to ensure tMt oensus and survey operations become a Qontinuing
aotivityof the, African oountrieS with a view to undertaking' population oensu
ses periodicallY andcontinning surveys ,on vital rates as well. as on the
inteITf,lations'ofpopulationgrowth withec'S>homic a,rlsocia\development.

(12) The Meeting reiterated the importance of oo.c.ordinating the World
Fertility Survey with the African Census Programme in countries where they
are in cperation in order to avoid duplication of efforts and to enhance,
the rational use of the sources.
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Implementation of Projects:

(13) EXpressing concern at the possible frustration as a result of the
delays 'betwee!l 'Ghe a.pprova1 of pro jects arid their implement aticn~ the Meeting

.urged upon the United Nations and the agenoies to find a means ofovercomlng
this p:poblem, especially asbyUnlted Nations General Assembly' resolution
281S(XXVI) of 14 December 1971,the Secretary.,.(}enere-l. in consultation with
the AdmiiIistrator of UNDP and the EXecutive Direc+.or of UNFPA, has been'
requested inter ...!!cJ,~ to take the necessary steps 'to achieve the desired. improve
ments in ·'he administI-ative machinery of the fund' aimed at the efficient
and expeditious delivery of population.programmes, including measures to

quioken the pace of reoruiting the experts and. personnel required to oope with
the increasing volume of requests o .

(14) In the above connexion, the Meeting suggested that a pool of
experts be created for population programmes, similar to that for the African
Census Programme, who could be made available immediately after the approval
of projects.

Organization of the second African Population Q.onferen¢..e

(IS) The Second African Population Conference should be organized as an
inter-governmental conference with the sole sponsorship of the United Nations'
and ECAand with the fullest collaboration with the United Nation agencies,
the representatives of whioh w'ould t along with representatives of selected
African countries form the Preparatory Committee, to which the non-United
Nations organizations oould be invited as observerS. The Meeting also agreed
that g in addition to the plenary sessions, it would be usef~.l to organize spe
cial working group meetings on specific topios at the Conference c

Redonal ang. inter-regional co-ordination meeti.J.!g.§.

(16) The Meeting urged that all possible steps be taken to ellsure that
ECA is involved effectively in the relevant work of the agencies,. inoluding
partioipation in meetings convened,by themo

(17) The Meeti.ng supported the ACC Sub-Committee'.s views on seouring
bUdgetary provision for agencies and regional eoonomic commissions in
participating in different population aotivities needed inter alia for the
Wor~f Povalation Conference.

Terms of reference of the Committee.

(18) Noting ECA resolution 187(IX) and considering the Meeting as a region
al sequel to the ACC Sub-Committee on populations the Meeting> agreed that in
the future meetingsg in addition to ECA's wcrk programme of population, the
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:t'elevan;; programmes in the population field by· the United Nations agencies
will also be reviewed in line with the recent shift in emphasis. noted at
the sixth session of the ACC Sub-Committee on Population; to ·the systematic
examination of common programmes and of the 'co-operative arrangements and
measures required in theirimplementatiori. The ECA secretariat will be
inviting.the agencies to send to it their work programmes in fieIds related
to llopulation1including meetings, so that a consolidated list of projects
could be prepared and presented to the next meeting. This wou2.d <>lso hell?
in establishing continuing co-ordination in the interval~.

.J..
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IX. CLOSING SESSION

(

113. After the adoption of the report at the final session of the meeting,
the partioipants thanked EGA for organizing the Meeting and expressed their
appreoiation of the role of the EGA Population Programme Centre in the regional
inter-agel1cy co-ordination on population. The Chairman of the Meeting
thanked the participants for their valuable contributions for the success
of the meeting and towards a systematic examination of multi-interest
and joint prcjects and for strengthening the co-operation between them and
EC/l. in population pr<lgrallUlles in the region. He also conveyed 11'; the parti~
Cipant.l the aElsure.noes of continued support to the co-ordiIiating activitil.as
from the Exeoutive Secretary of EGA.
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PROVISIONAL OUTLINE OF COUNTRY STUDIES ON INTERRELATIONS OF

POPULATION WITH ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

I. ',Macro,-case studies

Economic survey: pal?t and recent (First Development 'Decade) experience
relating to increases in GNP. savings and investment ~ plural sh"Uc~ures
and tranl?forma'cion of traditional rural economies: dcterminanisand
constraints of developl1lent arising from demographic trends.

SOQiall?urvey: past and recent, experiences relating to emplo;y"ment,
unemploYl1lent, houSingt public health, maternal and child health (effects
of high parities on infant, and earl;i- childhood 11'0rtality), eduoation, ,
marriage patterns and social/urban tensions: "constraints arising from
demographic trends.

\ 1.

T

''t

2.

3. Demographic survey: levels ,and trends of size,ycung population, high
fertility and declining mortality,urbanization, internal and international
migration.

4. Demographic projections under (a) constant and (b) declining fertility:
total, rural/urban, education, and working-age contingents, etc.

5. Review of country development plans: assumption of technologioal
advanoement in relating to agriculture, and indul?tries; shortage of
skilled manpower; indigenous and expatriates populations in relations
to competitive and non-competitive jobs; integration of the population
factor, provision of infrastructure for the growing populatiol1o

6. Implications of demographic projections (a) and (b) separacely on require
ments for food. dependency, employment and unemployment ~ eduoation»
housing, public health. urban development; sedentarizatioll 0," nomadic
populationt where applicable; etc. - all thel?e beth in terms of numbeJ:'l?
and costs involved, effects on savings and investment; effect on total
and per oapita inoomes; effeots of'eoonomio development and social progress
on population growth; importance of telescoping demog1~aphic transition
within a narrow time""Chorizon; cost-benefit analysis of population program
mesl;'l
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II. Micro-case studies

Country indi,cations of the level of fertility and rno:Mality, family
size values and preferences, rat,i.onale for ' preferenoe,s, family builcL-i..ng
habit( and the oultural backg:J'Jund of these~ oon:otrain'Gs ,onthe..evolu
tion of s.mall famil;yoailding habits and suggestions on ;,hat to do to
encourage this withiri~he framework of ~~~cation. propaganda 'and action
programmes •.

Actual size of the family and its relation to .!'amily welfare. food,
Qonsumption andoalorie intakeJ liv7,ng svaceper capita~ illcidence
of disAase, medical consultation and hospJ.taliz8,tion, babYl<~igJiti
height and iroWth, infant and childhood mortality; n'um'ber of oMlo,i';en
in thefam:Llyat school.sooial and ve:Micalmobility 'of f'arniJY
member$ as Seen in occupational placement and size of incomeea::cned.

3.J!iscussion. summary andconolusionhighlighting the main I)oints of the
presentationt<ith emphasis on the conseqmi,llces of prevailing family srze
onecon omie development andplalllling at both the person~l arid national
levels. ' ,

".


