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_ A”LAS CF TUNISIA
PROBLEMS. AND SUGGWSTIONS-—/

%1nce the flrst edltlon of the Natlonal Atlas of Flnland in 1899,

_few countrles remalned w1thout produ01ng a Natlonal Atlas.

r"111,1,.5;, on. our contlnent Egypt wag the flrst to have 1ts own, in

‘..1928 the :pregent Ghana was next, in 1932, and produced a. second

edltlon of 1ts Atlag as early ag 1949. The French colonles 301ned

_them 1n,1934s-;uﬂganylkampubllshed.an Atlas *in l942~(th1rdaed1tiqn in

1958). The Congo, Belgian at the time, since 1948, the Portuguese
oolonles 1n 1948 Sierra Leone in 1953, Moroceco 31nce 1954, the Spenish

colonles lﬂ 1955, Kenya in 1959, Uganda in 1962, And, 51nce 1964, most

‘Afrlcan countrles, 1f not all of them, have started work on Atlasesf

At the present time, for develoylng countrles, an Atlas 15 one

of the most obgectlve foundatlons of developmentn

- It makes 1t 90531ble to oollect all the preclse data relatzng to
.the country (We all kmow, from experience, that it is not posaible
to write at length on sn 1mperfect1y known subJect, while it is

1mposs1b1e to map it).

'”'An atlas thus offers an cpportunlty to prepare a study programme

'to £i1l the gaps.

J.Tf It also affords the. opportunlty of coming rapldly in contact with
the general features of the country to the young people WhO will
have to organlze 1t and to speclaldsts in a partlcular fleld WhD
wish to have an idea of other data and %o find out their cor-=

relations witk their own field of study.

The study of correlations between. pheromena is & present tendency

- that has asserted itgelf in 1964 at the XXth Congresg of the International

.:GéQgraphical Union in London, and at the Symposium of the International

Cartographic. Association in Edinburgh, where the thematic maps produced

in many countries were exhibited,

1/ Translation submitted by the Tunisian Government.
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A valuable example is that of the study made in Morocco by Mr. Joly;

the first operation was the study of Chafadferisticrphenomena of the
phy51ca1 environment and of life. in Morooco, of ralnfall bicclimatic
indexes, m1n1mum winver temperature, nature of pasture, quantltatlve

and gualitative distridbution of crops, lccatlon of mines and 1ndustr1es,
town populatlon,_transportatlon network. Stariing from these special
maps, eéch'of'whidh aﬂswérs onlj a very limited guegtiohn, the ‘geographer
sets out to study the relation between these different phenomenas and
the superp031t10n of- correspondlng maps made the division into reglonal

naps p0551blea

. In Tunlsla,apart from the Atlas of Algerla and. Tunlsla produced )
between 1929 and 1y37 by Augustln Bernard and Flotte de Rogpevalre,

the only small—scale mape publlshed up ﬁo the yresent tlme were made up
around 1950 and only Telatea $6

~ Geology (Geological Department maps on the 1 500, 000 and
1l:2, OOO OOO SGuleS) o S _

- Annual preclpltdtlons (map on the 1.: 500,000 scale, under the
superv131on of Messrsg GAUSSEN and VER%ET) ‘ '

~ Land talken up by vegetatlon and cultivated crops (map on the

1: 1 000, OCO scale under the superv151on of Mr. Gaussen)

The only map dealing Wlth an essentlally'human and economic pheno-
- menon was presented dn 1960 in tbe Rev1ew "Annales Economles Sociétée
Civilisations" by Megers, Liolue and Narthelot, it examines the ge0—

graphic distribution of the Tunlslan populatlon in 1956.

For us, therefore, an Atias answers the need of a country wishing to

develop its economy for_re;iable_geographic information.
A problem was posed as soon as the idea began to take ghapes .

What job should be glven pr10r1ty$ a National Atlas or a Practlcal

Atias? The golution was dictated by worklng conditions.

P
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}$he_information_availableain Tunisia is still incomplete, while
there is an urgent need for having on hend the main elements of the
country's physical and human data..

A further reesOh'for the choice is that it is preferable to do some
preliminary prepsration before starting a more accurate and a more.
exhaﬁstiveﬁstudy.

Very soon, flnal year secondary school - puplls, students ang Govern—

ment offlclals w111 have at their disposal a volunme of handy 51ze,'"

.glv1ng dlrectly leglble information on the main phgslcal and economlc

featuras of the country

However, it is not necessary to start work on the Natlonal Atlas,
to wait for the completion Sf- this Practical Atlas. All the more ‘since
a Fational Atlas doer not: alm at cheoklné the sum of knowledge a_rlved
at, bui- at providing a starting point for further,study in the flelds

where some areas have not been explored. Seen in this: 11ght, 1t becomes

- .one. of the tools of gcononic and 500131 plannlng.

It would be gratlfylﬂg, at the close of this Confereﬁce,:tp see the

eetablishment of & NatloﬂalaGommlttee.on the Atlas of Tunisia, which

would already have to define the leading principles o be followed 1n

making. this Atlas, to determlne an optlmal table of contents, to le a
programme Ior studies and publlcatlons dee;lng wzth-the items appearlng

in~ﬁh9 table of comtents._"

The purely technical problems and those relating to geography xE
Will'be clogsely linked from the moment the Committee starts work.ﬁs

Thug, the ch01ce of format for the Atlas and the basic. scale for
maps. will depend upon the decision on whether to repreeenﬁ the, Whole
of Tunlsla or, as was dome in Morocco and Canada, to restrict study,
ot the maln maps, to the permanently occupled regions, Whlch in this
cage are ail north of the 32nd parallel. And this point .itself depends

upon gecgraphlc conditions.
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‘The first imprgésiqn'@fter‘6qﬁsidefingTthe‘Question'of'format and
of scale is that the 121§506;OOO gsoale would be interesting, as the
1:1,000,00C scale requires too“large a format without being really i ..
‘necessary, ag w111 be obvious presently. In actual fact, the -

e, OOO 000 . sccle Would e quite sufficient for the general mapsy and
the plate size would consequently be less bulky (45 centimeires in.
1ength, as against 60 for.1l:1,500,000 and 88 for 1:1,000,000 scales)
The detail studies will De made by regzons, on the 1z 500, OOO for
1nstanoe, which offers ‘better opportunities than the 1: l OOO OOO.

Another technical problem has to be examined closelys that of

:_prlntlng, ‘which must necessarlly be done at the lowest p0531ble cost.

For example, draw1ng on a scale higher than the prlntlng scale
could be enV1saged, but, B rlorl, this cogtly Operatlon is not
_necessary 1f it ig remembered that the purpose of this Atlas is.

primarily ut111tar1an=

7 Slmllarly, the number of prlntlng oolours must obv1ously be reduced
to the minimum. One should take thie opportunity to mention the Atlas
of the State'of Mysore, produced for the preparation of a development

plan, whloh is prlnted in black and is quite legible.

. The 1anguage questlon Wlll be partly gsolved by the production of
the Practlcal Atlas. It will be a question of choosing the languages
of publlcatlon, probably Arabic and French, of deciding whether there
will be 2 SLngle blllngual publication or a separate one for each
language, and in thatb case, Lo determine the preportion of copies in
,each 1anguage, it will also be necesgary to examine the questlon of
transllteratlon to toponyms into . French, of translatlng geographic
terms into Arablc, and of establlshlng a type hlerarchy for Arabic
1ettera'1n reldtlon to categories of names appearlng on the maps.

The geologlcal map of Libya publlshed in Engllsh and Arablc 1s, in .

this GOnnex1on, an lnterestln» reference..

N N
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A further ‘argument for llmltlng the GOSu of the Atlas is the

unav01dable agelng Of cartographlo data, espe01ully those relaﬁlng

to the economlc fleld. The Commlttee Nlll, therefore, have to be
eareful 1n seﬁtlng the’ tzme 11m1t for the examlnatlon of a partleular
phenomenon, for maklng up the correepondlng mape and for prlntlng
them.' It Wlll have to plan theee operatlone 50 that brlnglng the

data up to date wxll not neoeseltate a heavy expendlture. The Carto-
graphic Sympoelum 1n Edlnburgh hae, 1n this oonneX1on, dealt at length

Wlth automatlon as =1 solutzon to thls problem.

A cerefully planned proaramme must be thought out for the pPrepara—
tory etudles necessary for mep maklng, and the produetlon and publlea—
tlon of the platee W111 be effeeted ag thls 1nfermat10n becomes B

avalleble. e

The modes ofF edrtographlc representatlon Wlll be adopted after
dlsou331on between SPBGlmllStS in the different subjects, geobraphers
and cartographers, taklnb account of 1nternat10nal conventlone, of
elements of 1ﬂformat10n acqulred from preparetory etudles dnd of map

1nterpretatlon.

Final determination of the table of contents will come after two

kinds of.prelimipary studies:

~ the first:general one will be proposed to the Committes by the
geegraéhers and will be based upon the work of the IhternatiOnal
Geographlc Union, and in partieular on the excellent work achieved
in 1960 by the Commission on National Atlases under the super~
vision of Mr. K.A. Salichtchev and published by the USSR Science
hoademy under the tltle_"Natlenal Atlases - History, analyses,
neans of improvement and unification.

- the wsecond kind of study will be carried out by the national
deparitmente and the specialists concerned who will make, eagh
in his own field, a list of the subjects they deem useful bo
map, and will determine a hierarchization of these subjects.
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Durlng thls wcm{9 1t W111 already be poeelble to undertake the
1mmed1ate yubllcatlon of a greater number of naps than 1s suspected.
A euart could be made rl ht eway On the etudy of statlgraphlc, o
metallOgenetlc, hydrogeolcgzcals pedolcglcal and prcbably many other

naps, baeed on the work and under the euperv1elcn of the Geologlcal

Departmentg of the Inventch and Hydraullc kxploratlon Bursau, of
the Pedologlcal Department, and other relevant departments. _”he

epeclallete of these Departmente Wlll present, w1th each plate or

get of lates, a sghort account ertten collectlvely or 1nd1v1dually.

Such an Atlas Would have no real value if 1t were not completed:

by reglonal atlaeee (of whlch uhere 1e an embryo for the centre of

the ccuntry, in the ehape of cllmatlc mape publlehed by the Integrated

Rural Plannlng Project of the FAQ) and by sectorial atlases; in

paftlcular, an atlas for agrlculture should be coneldered.

Beeldee, thle Conference is the 1dea1 platform to launch the

concept of atlaeee for large reelone, euch as the one for Weet Afrlca,

which is in the proceee of belng completed

e e -




