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INTRODUCTION AND ATTENDANGE |

1.. - The Sub-regional workshop on the preparation of National.reports for the Regional
and World: Conferences ‘on.Women, organized. by the African: Training and Research
Centre for Women, was convened from 28 to 30 March 1994, in Tangier, Morocco for the
North: African.Sub-region. -

2. The aim of the Workshop was to sensitize and inform Member States of the .
objectives of the Regional and World Conferences, to clarify the issues related to the
overall preparation of the two conferences; to assist member states in the preparation of
thé'national reports; and to further ensure the maximum understanding of the quidelines
for the preparation of the national reports as provided by the Conference Secretariat at
the Un Headquarters in New York. o - S L

. 3.~ The workshop was well attended with almost full representation from five out of six

" north African countries as following: Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia. “Libya -
could not participate. Participants expected Mauritania to- have participated as member
of Maghreb Arab Union at this sub-regional workshop. Participants were however
informed that the workshop was organized according to the ECA based Multinational
Proégramme and Operational Centres (MULPOC}) groupings. In this regard, Mauritania
attended and participated in the West Africa Sub-regional workshop which was held in
Niamey, Niger. e . _ ;

4 South Africa also attended the Meeting with special consideration from the ECA
5. - Representing the UN Family was the JLO, Algeria Office.

6. - :.The following Inwr-gqyernmental'Organizatiéhs- also participated in th'e_:'qg'eefing:

The African Training and Research Centre in Administration for Development (CAFRAD),

AATPO, THE MAGHREB ARAB UNION, and the ARAB LABOUR OFFICE.

o quﬂemegan;atwe of thé.é@;{érno’r of _.T_aﬁgier was present at the Official Qpening
of theWorkshop.,... . . ... L e

8._ - The Guest of Honor was Princéss Lalla Fatma Zohra of Morocco.

LR T
Aay

1m‘ ol B R A RS R R . . o o
7% Chigh & UNECA/ATRCW, Dr. Mebo Mwaniki, presided over the apening

9 . it of _ ‘
Sessidn ‘afid o behalf of the Executive Secretary of the ECA and herself weicomed the
participanis to the city of Tangier and to the Meeting. Mrs. Mwaniki expressed satisfaction

and. mentioned thist ECA was véry honored by the presence of ‘Princess Lalla Fatima
. ‘ Jooo o .
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Zohra and the Representative of the Governor of Tangier to.this sub-regiona/ workshop.
This demonstrated the interest and commitment of the Government of Mofocco 'in the
‘Women and gender related issues, - particularly women's concerns in the region, she
“added. Dr. Muwaniki concluded by thanking the Representative of the Governor of Tangier

“and Princess Lalla Fatima Zohra for their presence and especially thanked the Princess
for her inspiring speech. | | BN

'10.  The Executive Secretary in his speech read by Mr. Don Oben, Officer In-Charge

&f the Multinational Programme and Operational Centre (MULPOC), Tangier, welcomed

“'the guests and thanked the host country. The Executive Secretary statement focused on

" the importance of the preparatory process for the national reports on the assessment of

" the implementation of the Nairobi- Forward-Looking Strategies leading to the regional and
global Conferences. . ' :

“11. Delegates were reminded -of the urgency for those countries which have hitherto
" not established national committees to do SO in accordance with the resolutions of the UN
commission on the Status of Women and the ECA Conference of Ministers,. Which was
. vital to ensure a sound and comprehensive preparatory process.

" 12. It was pointed out that national.commitiees should collect data from as wide a
cross-section as possible with emphasis being placed on the role of young peoplein this
regard. Similarly, the quality of the national reports was only as good as the quality of
their data input. To this end, he said thal, national committees should develop an
effective Communications strategy which involves and.informs the public on the regional

conference preparatory to the Fourth World Conference on Women.

.13 it was stressed that national committees should be allocated sufficient funds to

- implement their programme of action and have the right to mobilize funds for their

activities. Delegates were urged.to console donors who have expressed an interest to
provide assistance. ‘ o N e

14 In this context, delegates were reminded that everyone involved in the preparatory
process was working towards the same goal: a detailed analysis of how far Africa has
gone in implementing the Nairobi Forward Looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women andHow the process could be accelerated. . .

15. Delegates were aiso asked to give attention to the specific targets set in the Abuja

Declaration on Participatory Development: The Role of Women in Africa in the 1990s in

assessing achievements to date and in analyzing how problem areas éan be minimized
as Africa enters the 21st century. :
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16. . With regard to the communication strategies, the Executive Secretary in his

and English which had been launched to disseminate information on the preparatory |

state%vent further-informed the participants of the newly quarterly news letter in Franch

aclivities and the offer of the 3 prizes the ECA had organized for the best films on wcomen
in the First Africa Film Festival competition sponsored by URTNA, in Nairobi, Kenya.

17.  Finaily, bearing in mind the importance of the Platform for Action in guiding the
future advancement of women, delegates were raminded that the national reports should
give an accurate reflaction of the situation and provide a vision of future goals t> be
attained in the next century. It was stressed also that the preparations of the national
reports should be completed and submitted to ECA and the Conference Secretariat on
time by the cdeadiines given.

18.  Following the delivery of the Executive Secretary's statement by the Officer-in-
chargs of the Tangier MULPOC, Dr. Mwaniki welcomed and called upon Princess Lalla
Fatima Zohra to address the delegates and open the workshop officially.

19.  Princess Lalla Fatima Zohra, in her precise speech welcomed everyone to.the city
of Tangier and the Kingdom of Morocco. She expressed her pieasurs to be at the
Workshop and further affirmed to the representatives and delegates that the National
Union of Moroccan Women was making great efforts and doing all in its power for the
intagration and advancement of women in general and was giving women in the rural
environment particular concern. The Association was vigilant to follow its march for

development for the benefit of women arid believed in peace and cooperation in all areas
among countries, she added. o

20. .in conclasion, the Princess weicomed the delegates again and wished them a
successful workshop.

21.  Following the Statement of the Princess, the Tunisian delegate, on behalf of the

delegates took the floor and expressed gratituds and respect to His Majesty King HASSAN

Il for the Moroccan hospitality and further thanked Princess Lalla Fatma Zohra for the

encouragement of and devotion to the advancement of women in Morocco, the Maghreb

and Africa. She further expressed her thanks to the Executive Secretary of the ECA ard

the Director of the MULPOC for having given them the opportunity to meet, consull and
ex_c_ﬁggge experiences and points of view in order to contribute to the preparation of the

Fourth. Worid Conference on Women. She further acknowledged that the proceedings of

the warkshop will constitute an important milestone and an effective:participation.

CIRE N Sbg
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22. She c’oncldded by _thénking once more the Kingdom of Morocco and the
International and Regional Organizations which were taking part in the fulfillment o this
warkshop. , _ ' o . _ _ : :

" ELECTION OF THE BUREAU (Agenda itam 2)

The meeting elected the following:
1. Morocco - Chairperson
2. Tunisia - Vice Chairperson
3. Algeria - Rapporteur
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i)* " The meeting adopted the following Provisional Agendé:

1.
2
3.
4.
| 5

6.

7

' preparation of the Regional and World Conferences on. Women as well as
~ the Priority areas for the regional Platform for Action

.9.

10.

11.

Opening Ceremony
Elsction of the bureau of the meeting'
Adoption of the provisional agenda and programme of work

Rev:ew of the outline of natronal reports

Review of progress at national level concermng prsparatlon of national

- reports e

Review of progress in preparat:on for the Regional and World
Conferences at regional level :

Discuss and develop communication strategies and information
campaigns to ensure wide publicity of the Regional and World
Conferences

Discuss measures and mechanisms to coordinate activities relating _to the

Any other business

Adopt:on of the report

-Closing Ceremony

iy The Meetiny_ atiopted the following working hours;

Morning session : 09:00 - 13:00
Afternoon ‘session 15:00 - 18:00

' REVIEW OF THE GUIDELINES OF THE NATIONAL REPORTS (Agenda item 4)
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23 The ECA Representative introduced this agenda item by stating that the purpose
of this workshop was to clear any confusion and misunderstanding with regard to the
guidelines for the ‘preparation of the National Report and to ensure uniformity in the
reports of the respective countries.

24. The ECA Secretariat further gave a general overview on the aim of the Regional
and Global Conferences which is to answer the basic questions which are:

)] What has been achieved since 1985?
i)  What are the obstacles?

~25. The Saecretariat reminded the delegates that the objective of both the Arusha and
‘ Nairobi Conferences (Regional and Global) was to review and appraise the achievements
of the United Nations Decade for Women (1975-1985) on Equality, Development and
Peace, and that the strategies adopted entitled;

a) The Arusha Strategies for the Advandement of African Women beyond the
United Nations Decade for Women; and

b) The Nairobi Forward-L.ooking Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the
year 2000.

26. The Representative gave a brief: introduction to paragraph 35 of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies which emphasized the Declaration of Mexico on Equality of
Women and their contribution to Development and Peacs, Regional plans of Action, the
programme of Action for the second half of the United Nations Decade for Women,
Equality, Development and Peace, with the Sub-themes - Employment, Health and
Education which constitute the basis for the strategies and concrete measures to be

pursued up to the year 2000. :

27. The Secretariat further reminded the delegates and observers that, the Nairobi
Forward-Looking Strategies were adopted by consensus by 157 countries represented at
the Conference in July 1985 and later was adopted without vote by the 40th session of
the United Nations General Assembly in Resolution 40/08. In this connexion, the Fifth
African Regional and Fourth World Conferences on Women to be held in 1994 and 1995
raspectively will review and appraise the implementation of the Arusha and Nairobi
Strategies by examining progréss made, obstacles experienced in their implementation
and come up with future actions that would accelerate their implementation.

28. The Secretariat informed the workshop that the guidelines that were going to be
discussed were provided by the Commission on the Status of Women to ensure uniform
framework. However, there was a provision for flexibility which was intended to cater for
individual country variations in dealing with the different issues.
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29. | The Secretariat highlighted the “eight critical areas of concern” identified by the
Commission on the Status of women and further informed the workshop that the themes
of the United Nations Decade for Women - Equality, Development and Peace- remain valid
today in preparing for the 1995 review and appraisal of the Nairobi Forward-Locking
Strategles. She further stressed that in order to ensure broad national and international
dissemination, the main body of each national report should-be short, usually not more
than 50 pages. It should feature the most important national pnorit:es and issues for the
advancement of women.

30. The representative further clarified to the workshop that the recommendations and
- priorities In the national reports would constitute part of the Platform for Action and that
information and data from the National Reports would be used to write up an Assessment
Regianai Raport by ECA to discuss and adopt durmg the Fifth Reg:onal Conferencs.

31. The Secretanat stressed that the formation of the national comm;ttees was vital for

the preparation process in general and for the report writing in particular and therafore
urged-the member states to strengthen the committees.

Composition of the National Committees and Responsibility

Caompositicn

i}~ The National Committee members shouid be composed of people from
the following areas: .

Ministries of heaith, education, planning and ‘statistics, social affairs,
aconomics and other relevant ministries and depariments;

l.egal bodjes;

NGOs;

National Research Institutions;

Other axperts end intellectuals on the issue of Gender analysis in
development

fii  Responsibilities

The mspons:bﬂit:es of the commlitee should be:

- to take the overall Ieadersh:p oi the preparatlon of the report
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- to ensure the participation of all groups concerned and relevant to the
gender issuse; .

- to- ensurse to produce a document that will serve to mobiiize women
and men to action in the critical areas of concem and have .-mpat“t on
the overall objective of the two onferences

The Objectwes of the National Reports:

- To measure the level and svolution of women 's and men’s pamc:pat:on in the
political and economic decision making bodies;

- To review the current activities and achievements of governments, nat.ronal
© - machineries and NGOs with regard to women deveiopment;

- To highlight the practical problems that hindered the overall progress;
- To provide recommendations and strategies to further empower women at

every level.

32. Thereafter the Secretariat read the gu;demnes in details and urged the col mtry
representatives that the reports should be prepared in time and also informed them of the
Regional preparatory Conferences which would take place as follows:

Africa : 2 16 - 23 November 1994, Dakar,
- Senegal
Latin America and the Caribbean 26 - 30 September 1984 in
: Buenos Aires, Argentina
Western Asia : 6 - 10 November 1994, Oman,
Jordan
Europs October 1994, Vienna

Asia and Pacific 7 - 14 June 1994, Jaharta,
. Indonesia
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REVIEW 'OF PROGRESS IN PREPARATION OF THE REGIONAL . AND WORLD
CONFEFFENCES AT NATIONAL LEVEL (Agenda item 5)

33. Under this Agenda item, the workshop pamc:pants gave an overview of
preparations in their countries for the Dakar and Beijing, (Regional and Global)

Conferaences. |

Algeria

34. In her presentation, the delegate from Algeria stated that Algeria has constituted
the National Committee for preparations for the Dakar and Beijing Conferences which was
presided over by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was-responsible for the supervision of
all activities related to these two Conferences. A national coordinator has been
designated and is aided by two assistants who lead the working groups. ‘

35. She informed the meeting that, three working groups have been set up to analyze
and evaluate the implementation of the Nairobi Forward Looking Strategies and the three
goals of Equality, Development and Peace. An editorial committee has been established
and is currently responsible for finalizing the report. In fact, the late reception of
information and the difficulty in disseminating it at the national level due to the limited
means available have prevented a wider awareness raising campaign among the various
sectorsbf tha-population concerned on preparations for the two Conferences.

36. Gontinumg her presentation, the Algerian delegate further mformed that Algena
tried to meet the deadline for the preparation of the report, but was confronted with the
‘question of whether or not to respect the United Nations guidelines. In responss, the
representative of the ECA informed her that, Algeria should try to adapt the themes and
the suggested approach to the national realities particularly, on the collection-of data.

m ’ ’ T

37.- The Egyptiar delegate reported that Egypt regarded the preparatory process for the
Fourth World Confersnce on women due to be held in Beijing irv 1995 as an‘important
opportunity that onte again will highhght the status of women in-order to promote their
advancemant In all avenues.

38. ln conformity w:th operative paragraph 1 sectfon Bofthe Commiss:on o the Status
of Women Resolution 36/8 recommending Governments to establish aNattonaI Committee
or designate a national focal point to initiate and promote preparations for the Beifing
Conference, a national committee for the advancement of women has been established.

el -
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39" The national committee is presided by Her Excellence Mrs. Moubarak and'is
constituted of members representing various ministries (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry
of Social Affairs, Ministry of International Cooperation, Ministry of Education, etc.). The
national committee is constituted as well by non official representatives eg. members of
national associations, NGOs and a number of public figures. :

40. To facilitate the collection of data necessary for the national report, multiple sub-
committees have been formed, each one responsible for collecting data in a specific field.
It was reported that, the committee was still in the process of collecting data and very

soon it will engage in the compilation of the national report.

41. In this regard, Egypt welcomed all forms of ‘technical assistance that could be
provided by ECA; more precisely in train. ing a team of nationals in preparing appropriate
national reports for international conferences. Undoubtedly, such skills would benefit the
country in the lfong term.

42. '.Finaﬂy, she stated that the national policy was based on encouraging all sorts of
activities aiming at the promotion of women in general and rural women in particular
taking into consideration Egyptian cultural background. -

Morocco

43. The Moroccan participant informed the Workshop, that like other countries,
Morocco was preparing for the Fourth Worid Conference on Women to be held in Beifing
September 1995. :

44. She informed the meeting that, in order to respect the United Nations directives
on the preparation of the national reports, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs sent
a questionnaire to the various departments regarding the following areas:

1. The launching of a study on the development of the situation of Moroccan
women since the 1985 Nairobi Conference. The main objectives of this study
related to: o
- Updating the state of-development of Moroccan Women since 1985;

- Working with government and NGO officials to find various strategies for
the advancement of women; '

- Colleéting ‘demographic data to find various strategies for the
advancement of women. | S .
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2 The creatton of a Natronal Commrsslon for the preparatron for the Conference

was composed of representatives of-government departments, Women's
assocrations and researchers and specialists tnvolved on-women’s issues.

45 It was also. reported thet wrthm the framework of the- preparatlon for the
Conference the Ministry of L.abour and Social Affairs in collaboration with the International
Research and Training Institute for the Advéticerent of Women (INSTRAW), organized
from. 13- 17 .December 1993, 4. sub-regtonat workshop in_Rabat on Statistics. and

R B v

_. 46. The delegate from the Sudan presented her country’s report as foﬂows

47 smce 1980, women in the Sudan have made many edvances inthe frelds of health

S educatlon, women 's rights and equality.

.48 Headed by the Minister of Social Planning, the Natronal Committee. for the
_“preparation of the Fourth Global Conference on Women was -established in 1993. This

T commrttee has been drvided into sub-commitiees accordrng to the UN indicators.

49. Itwas reported that the national report would be ready by mid-April: It was also
reported that the National Commrttee holds.a weekly meetmg to review. the work done by

' the sub-commlttees

ALRER e ‘4 ; ! .
‘,',51 The Tunrsran delegatron reported that the Tunisian national report for the 4th Global

~ “Conference.on Women which will be held in Beljing in 1995 has reached an advanced

" stage. It would be submitted to the United Nations Oonference Secretariat in New York

50. The delegate further tntormed the workshop that there were 26 regrstered NGOs

o Who wére also makfng pr OQI’GSS in the’ preperation of therr‘ own. report

e and thé EGA in the next few days

The methodology edopted is rndrcated below

Vf &1An mfé‘rs&epartmenta.'» eomimission emanating frony the: National:Commission

_"@”CL‘ on WIS and Developmeént has baen set up. It ficiudes reépreésentatives of

'« i Wioparidifs Elepartments end NEOs anid is; presrded ove? bythe hﬂmetty of Women
R ’"‘Jf‘and‘ﬂié”l’amrly
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.2, . The members.of the-Commission have been informed of the contents of the
- United. Nations: Guidelines and have been asked to provide the necessary
. indicatorsfor the elaboration of the report.

3. A technical-team placed under the responsibility of the Ministry of Women
% and the Family has been given the responsibility of collecting the contributions
~of the_ various departments and of writing the report. o R

4. A preliminary version was discussed by the interdepartmental commission on
8th of March, 1994, the occasion of International Women's Day. Remarks and
observations made have contributed to the improvement of the final version
of the report. :

- South Africa

52.  The South African delegation gave a brief historical background, that, the report
_outlines the present situation. As South African women were well behind their sisters in

the world, the need to collect and supplement information about past conferences was

still great. In this respect, a conference was organized in February 1994. Team leaders

were elected who will be responsible for all activities and consuitation on the themes.
The themes are Equality, Development, Peace, with emphasis givén to Education, Health,
Employment, Youth and possibly focusing on media. :

§3.  In order to obtain more information, several South African women have attended
international and regional workshops since October 1993. : o

54 For the collection of data, four researchers have been commissioned to colléct
data from recently published NGO and donor organizations’ secondary literature. As miich
as possible, government and NGOs will work together on the report. Advantage has been

taken of ongoing international activities to publicize gender issues widely in the country.

55. As such, the South African report was not yet ready. it was hoped to be updated
. continuously. The report to be presented in Beijing will thus be different from the one
- presented in Dakar. It is also hoped that South Africa will bé given a special status by the
organizers of the conferences due to its transitional status and the coming to power in
May 1994 of a new government of National Unity. | ‘

- Intemational Labour Orgaizat on(Lo)

Coayh ot B et e
O X e RN I RS
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56. Fb!lowrng the presentations by the participating member states, the representative
of the International Labour Organization informed the participants that the Regional Office
of the ILO iIn Abidjan and the various zone offices were ready fo give any assistance
relating to providing documentation or editorial services for the reports to be presemted
at the Dbkar and Beijing conferences

Arab Mmhrab‘ Union (UMA)

57. The Observer from the Arab Maghreb Union stated that, the coordination of the
points of view of participating North African delegations should lead to a commune
platform to be presented in the two major conferances. The presence of all participants
he said, emphasizes the necessity of coriverging the different areas of concern of member
states of the Arab Maghreb Union including Mauritania. Heé concluded by stating that UMA
hoped to see this proposal taken up by the North Afncan delegations present at the
“workshop.

58. Following the presentation of agenda item 4 by the ECA representative and
" briefings by member States on agerida item 5, some issues were rarseo‘ These mcfuded
amongsf others the fotlowmg . g

-« ECA’s support for the preparatrons of t‘he regronat and World (‘onferences on
- Women; - o

' - Some indicafors as outlined in the guidelines for the preparation of national
reports were difficult to quantify. The question was raised whether there were
possibilities for modification to reffect countries interest.ancl/or priorily arezs;

- A questron was raised whether the structure and/or format has been fotfowed
by other countries; ‘

- There was heed for a common posrtion and so!rdenty among women in Africa;

- Difficulties experienced on obtaining information pertarning tothe preparc!trons
of the. World and Regionat Conterences

- 59 ' The deadfine of 31 March was too soon for member States to complete the
national report and:submit it to ECA..-Countries warnted to know if the deadlrne coulid be
extended to allow:member states more time o finish it. =
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60. In 'addréssing these issues as outlined above, ECA representative provided-the
- following ideas.- = - . . o L N _

- 81. - First, the ECA.representative gave a historical account of the past regional and
world Conferences including their outcomes. Concerning - support, she informed member
states that ECA was not a funding agency and that ECA with its own limited resources
could provide advisory services to member states on request. However, she said that
ECA was doing its best to mobilize resources with a view to expanding its activities.

62. - With regard to the 8 indicators as given in the guidslines, it was explained that
member states were free to make modifications and add any other indicators as and vhen
it was felt necessary. On the structure or format of the national report, participants were
- informed that the format for the preparation of the national report was standard and being
- used by all countries throughout the world. o : S :

63. . Concerning an African common position, it was explained that Africa will adopt a
Regional Platform for action which will, following its adoption, be endorsed by the ECA
Confarence of Ministers and by Heads of Statas during the OAU Summit in 1995. it will
then be presented to the Beijing Conference in September 1995-as an African common
position. .

' 84. The flow of information was another probleam expressed and it was decided that
the meeting should come up with recommendations on communication and information
strategies. These should be at the levg! of preparations for Beijing and beyond. Finally
with regard to the deadlins, member States wera urged to do their best to complets the
writing of their reports as soon as possitle and submit them to ECA not later than 30 April
1894. it was also stressed that naticnal reports should include inputs from NGOs and
- other organizations and that only one report was required and that the same report should
. be sent to the Conference Secretariat in New YOIK. SRR

REVIEW OF PROGRESS IN PREPARATION OF THE REGIONAL AND WORLD
CONFERENCES (Agenda item 6)

685.  Undar this Agenda item, the ECA Secretariat gai/e a comprehensive account of the
activities of the ECA inr regard to the preparations of the regional and Global Conferences.

66. The ECA Representative further informed the workshop that there was an inter-
Agency Task Force which was established to coordinate for the Fifth Regional Confersnce
in preparation of the Fourth World Coriference.The Task Force Is composed of OAU,
UNICEF, UNDP, UNIFEM the African.Development.Bank, FEMNET and chaired by izCA.
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67. On the NGO Forum, the Secretariat informed the participanrs that, the African
Women | Development and Communication Network (FEMNET) which focuses on
strengthening the role of NGOs in Africa will be responsible for the coordination of the
African Women NGO Forum. The NGO Forum will focus on the collective African NGO
effort to pursue the implementation of the NFLS for the advancement of women and what

the future priorities will be.

68. A lot of work has been done, the main objective being again to sensitize member
States, educate and inform them on the objectives of the Global Conference.

69.  The Secretariat informed the participants that the ATRCW was working closely with
the OAU and other UN Agencies and in this connection has requested them to prépare
technical papers for the Conference, Disseminate information on the regional and world
Conferences among the NGOs in addition to member states. .

70.  Also mentioned was the Newsletter, FEMLINE a news update which is pubhshed'
by the ATRCW and which will serve as a tooj to facilitate communication and dialogue
among countries wh:le the preparations for these major Conferences are going on.

71.  The representative of the ECA stressed that one of the major concerns of ECA is
to ensure that African women's interests are Jfully. included inthe issyes to be brought to
the World Corifsrence. In this regard, sub-(eg:onal workshéps have been designed to
be conducted in the § sub-regions of Afnca namely East, North, Central West and
Southern Africa. _

LS . .l
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72. - In d:scussmg agenda :tem 6 attention was given to the agenda of the Regional
Conference as outlined in ECA resolution 753 (XXVIll). Under this agenda, participants
were also informed of the technical papers/documentation which were being: prepared
for the régtonai conference-in Dakar. They were informed that, the conference was at
the ministerial level starting with experts for the f:rst five days 16 - 20 November followed
by the Gonference of M:msters from 21 23 November 1994 '

73. On the issug’ of NGOs’ part.-c:patron in the mter-govemmental megtmg both in
Dakar - { 994) and. Beijmg (1995), pamc.-pants were informéd-that gufdelmes for
determiéng ehg:blhty' of NGOs to participate’in’" Feg:onal prep&r&tézy aclivities and/or
regionafiriéétings- H&d been sent toall member States. ECA was waitiig for the
responsésfrtom NGUE'in order to evaluate, detsimine and compilé a list of NGOs which
may be ﬁddfedtted ta pamc:pate in the mfer—govemmental meeﬂngsm Dakar aid Beljing.
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74.  Under agenda iterhs 7 and 8 the following two aréas were discussed:

1.

2.

Communication strategies and information campaigns o ensure 'widef

publicity for the Regional and World Conferences;

Priority areas for the Regional Platform for Action.

1. COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES AND INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS TO ENSURE
WIDER PUBLICITY FOR THE REGIONAL AND WORLD CONFERENCES (Agenda

75. - The issue of communication was highlighted in the Workshop as very imponan’f
both in the preparations for Dakar and Beijing and in the mobilization of men, women
and the youth for their involvement in.the preparatory activities at the national Igvel.

76.  The following views were }‘a'ised and suggested by .‘ih:e' participahts during the
discussion: ~

a)

B
c)

d

__e-),

Information campaigns * at the national level were necessary and could be
Initiated at different levels and with different activities such as: the use of the
media (radio, television) modern channels of communication, banners,
posters, drama, bazaars and so forth;

The use of all UN'agencies and specialized national institutions operating at

- the national level was urged;

. Research, studies and surveys on women should be undertaken and the
. information gathered should be disseminated widely through the media. .

Indicators on women 's issues should be publicized and monitored to gaug

. the progress in the improvement of women's issues; ,

The Meetihg -stressed that it was 'irhboﬂant to note that different
communication tools should be adopted for different areas of concern.

77. - During the Communication strategies. ,,qggpussion,. the need to publicize the

following areas was also highlighted: > "
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- “'-The ecohomrc crisrs and structural ad;ustmer&ts effect on women,

- Educatron health and nutntron that are the backbones on any advance)nent
_ of women : ,

: ﬂmeracy, the source of aII prob!ems the need for its eradrcation

N ‘Poverty,

Areas of conoern of rural women;

Immigrant women

Other specifrc concems such as the mformal trarnmg etc

2. PRIORITY ARFAS FOR THE REGIONAL PLATFORM OF ACTION (Agenda item 8)

© 78. The dr&ﬂ‘ of the Platform for Action proposed by the Unn‘ed Natrons Commrssron on

the Status ‘of Womerr which- Held its meetings in New York was presentad. This Platform.
identifies the most pressing problems,the strategic goals to be attained and the measures
to be taken to tackle them. The following views were . .

. expressed by the particrpants

a)

L

b)

Rural women shduld be taken into consideration in all the priority sectors.

FAO has also targeted rural women as priority in agriculture;

lnequalrty between developed and under-developed countries should be

*highlighted, . especially, the negative economic rmpact on women of the

¢

0.8

) strucfura!»a,drustment policies;

Tpe need !or industnahzed countrres 10 hrghlight the positron of imm!grant
women (not refugees) as these women were usuaily forgotten and
marginalized. - Their countries may not include them -in their report. The
‘Tecommendation therefore-was that their phght must be mcluded inthe. report
oftheoountryofdomrcﬂe R r i

a"*' . o yJ ,,ﬂ.

There was. a need for the co-ordmatron of Internetronal Donors $a:that the
partnershigbetween them and the Governments and national NGOswould ba

" strengthemed. This will enable national -structures to::have access to the

information emanatmg from. workshope organrzed bynﬂw donarsﬁ; KL

e ONRenls T iy . ’E}, T IR R A
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g VR e : N
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79.  An Institutional framework for the implementation of the. Platform for, Action was

required to prevent it from belng shelved There was need to come up with strategies

such as: S Wk . L

i) effective infrastructure dealing with women'’s issues at the codntry level to
ensure the mainstreaming of women'’s issues especially for the critical areas
expressed in the Platform for Action;

fi) allocation of funds for the implementation of the Platform for Action was very
important, otherwise there would be no progress; T
iii) there was need for the creation of awareness. on the Piatform for Action
throughout all sectors of the commumty through the media and other means

.of sens:tlzatlon , .

v}  Simplification cf the programmes by translating them into major local
languages. - coe .

80. The participants were divided into two groups to discuss the above mentioned two
areas. The full reports of the working groups are, contamed in Annex I of the report.

¢ .

ANY OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda item 9).

Under this agenda item, the ECA representative informed the partlc:pants that a
questionnaire was sent to member States for collectlon of data to enable it to publish the
following: S -

)] A Dlrectory of dlStlﬂgulSth Deoghters of Africa. These forms were sent to
+.  Member States but there has been madequate responses, '

ii) A D:aty for Women in Development grwng bnef mformat:on per country,

detailing the achievements in each country with regard to women. To this

- proposal only one. country out of 62 states has responded. .

- Under this Agenda, the Afncan Trammg and Research Centre for Administration

and Development {CAFRAD) informed the workshop that it would be pleased to help ECA
in the colfection of information where there were gaps. _

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT. (Awtda liﬁm 10)

-- Hawng thus concluded the dtsouss:on on Agenda item . 9, the Workshop
pamcipants adopted. the report. w:llz emendment?s TR A
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CLO&ING CEREMONY (Agenda item 11)

© Under this agenda item, the Sudanese clelegate on behalf of the participants
thanl{ed the ECA Secrelariat for having organized this successful tralning workshop. She
Stated that, they have received a great deal of information that was not available to them.
This information would no doubt be valuable for the preparation of the national reports
and hence for the Dakar and Beifing Conferences the delegate said. She also thanked
the Moroccan government for their warm and generous hospitality.

The Workshop was thereafter closed by the Officer in Charge of the MULPOC
Tangier on behalf of the Executive Secratary of the ECA who expressed his appreciation
fo participants as their active participaticn and invaluable input had ensured a successful
and productive workshop. He further urged them to continue in the same spirit
throughout the preparations for the forthcoming Regional ancd Globa! Conferences.
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Several suggestions were discussed by the different delegations on how to address
this Important issue. Among the suggestions the following were stressed:

For the communication strategy to succeed, it was essential that it was pitched
simultaneously at three levels: :

1.  National level

- In-order to ensure maximum coverage, deceniralization of information is
necessary. The provincial and local levels must be taken into serious
consideration;

-  Both Government and private institutions shall be used including the national
machineries, preparatory committees, municipalities, health centers, schools,
research centers as well as the media (press, radios and Tvs); ‘

- Commumcatfon strategles have to target specific-groups; for example rural
women in some countries listen to raclios often wh:le the urban citizens use
the press for communication. ..

2. Sub-regional level

The ECA plays a critical role in co-ordinating activities and disseminating
information at a sub-regional and regional level. Some of the activities include organizing
sub-ragional and regional workshops.

3. International level

- Because gender Issuas cut across national boundanes for axample

~ peace and environment, it is important to underline the critical ro'e of

multinational cooperations both before and after Beamgz,in terms of need
“for communications assistance.
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By analyzing these different problems, the following recommendations were made:

a) Use of the Media, (Radio, T.V., newspapers efc);... Sy

b) Organizing seminars, workshops, round tables;

¢) Use of modern technology (fax, telexes and other communication systems);

- d) Encouraging information networks at national, Sub-regiona and Regional
levels;

e) Use of banners and Posters;

n  Developing quantitative indicators to eliminate the existing gab beiween men
and women, monitoring and evaluating their impact on the platform for
action;

g) Undertake new research on women and publicize and disseminate existing
researches; : -

h) Sensitize men, women, youth and raise their awareness on the Beifing
Conference and the Platform for action;

i) Involve men on issues related to women with a senss of partnership;

j)  Ultimately, the communication strategies should be viewed as one cf the
important ways of addressing various obstacles that could hinder the
successful implementation of the Beijing Global Piatform for Action.

Working Group Il
Priority areas for the Regional Platform for Action

During the discussion of the this agenda item; the participants raised the follcwing
‘critical areas as stated in the Draft Platform for Action prepared at the 38th Session of the
UN Commission on the Status of Women SR

a)

The inequality at alf levels in the exercising of power and decision making!;
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#) ‘The inad’equacy‘of mech‘an'ism‘s "at aﬂ levels for the advancement-of women;

#) The insufficient awareness of women s:rights recogmzed at the nat:onal and
" International’ Isvels and the weak commitment to them; .

d) The persistent and even increasing burden that is put on wbmen;

@) The equality of women’s access to education, health and related services as
" waell as to other means which would allow them to use-fully their capacities;

f) Violence against women;
[e) The effect of armed and other conflicts on women;

h) The inadequate use of the media to promote the contribution of women to
their societies;

k) The inadequate recognition and support with regard to the contribution of
women to the administration of natural resources and to the protection of

environment.

R | jat

1. The selection of priority areas should take into account the level of development
~ attained by the people of the region as well as the impact that various areas of concern
which alms to enrich the African Platform for Action to be submitted to Beijing.eg; issues
emanating from the Reglonal Conference on "Traditional Harmful Practices due to be held
in Add:s Ababa from 11 to. 15 April, 1994. '

2. Fumd raising at this level of preparation is vital to facilitate the implementation of the
Beijing Platform for Action, especially for developing countries. Therefore, dissemination
of rele\/pnt Informat:on with effect:ve communications strateg:es is :mportant in this
process

3. $ecause gender issues cut across national boundaries, such as, peace and
enviropment, it is important to underline the cnt:caf role of multilateral cooperation both
before and after Beuing

4. I ls crftrcal thar appropriate mst:tut:onal frameworks are put in place to facmtate
and m age the rmﬁlementatron of the Beqmg Platform for Act:on ‘
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'8, . The implementation of the platform for action sltimately depends on the budget
allowances allocated to it. It is therefore important to budget for both the institutional
‘framework and actual programmes that would come.out of -the Platform. This activity
should not ba restricted to the national level,-but multilateral agepcies also have a critical
contribution to make. |

6. Finally, one of the key objectives of the Beijing Conference is to” promote
- partnership between men and women, thus, the need to.sensitize men.on all these issues,
. “involve them in the process of preparing national reports and all other activities being
undertaken for Dakar and Beijing, should always be given the priority it deserves.
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The following documents were prepared and distributed for the sub-regional
workshops in the five sub-regions namely: East, North, Central, West and Southern Africa.

1.

10.

11.

Guideline for the preparation of national reports for the fourth World
Conference on Women by the Secrelariat of the Fourth World Conference on
Women: Action for Equality, Development and peace;

ECA Resolution 753 (XXVIil); Women in Development, the African regional
preparatory meeting (1994) for the world conference on Women: Action for

equality, development and peace (1995);

Resolution 35/4; Preparations for the World Conference on Women In 1995;

Resolution 36/8; Preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women;
Action for Equality, Development and Peace;

| Resolution 37/7; Preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women;

Action for Equality, Development and Peace;

Commission on the Status of Women (E/CN.6/1993/7); Preparation for the
Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and
Peace - Outline and contents of the second review and appraisal on the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for the
Aavancement of Women - Report of the Secretary General;

Fact Sheet: Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, China, 4-15
September 1995;

Fact Sheet: Conference to set women'’s agenda into next century;

Abuja Declaration on Participatory Development: The role of Women in Africa
in the 1990s;

The Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the
Year 2000 (1985);

The Arusha Strategies for the Advancement of Women Beyond the UN Decade
for Women (1984).



1.

2.

3.

ALGERIA

EGYPT

MOROCCO

E/ECA/MULPOC/TAN/ATRCW/W/T
Annex lll

F PARTICI
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Conseillére des Affaires Etrangéres
Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres
Avenue de Pékin
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Tel.: 69 23 33 Poste 3622

Mme Nadia Ladjel

Chargée d’Etudes

Conseil National de P:'amﬂcat:on
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Tel.: 92 53 23 Poste 5A2
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Third Secretary

Ministry for Foreign Affairs
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Affairs Department

., Cairo

Mme Salwa Osman

General Director

Department for Women Affairs
Ministry of Social Affairs
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SUDAN
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. Fatima Dehbi - .,

“Chef de Service de la Promotion Féminine

Ministére de la Jeunesse et des Sports
Rabat

M EIAkkaduiAh
. Mmrstere de lincitation de I'Economie
Rabat

Ms Faouzia El Harrak
Secrétaire des Affaires Etrangéres
Rabat

Mme Fatima Kerrich

Chef Bureau de la Femme
‘Ministére de 'Emloi et des Affaires Sociales

Rabat
Tel.: 779 771 172 173
Fax: 774647

Mrs. Rabab Hamid El Meheina

Assistant Director of Women Department
Ministry of Social Planning

P. O. Box 850

Omdurman

Tel.: 7865, 74825

 Ms Hayat Mohamed Osman

Secretary to the Comm:ss:on of Women
Khartoum:
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Ms Nolulamb Gwagwa
Senior Lecturer

- Depariment of Town and Regional Planning

University of Natal
King Gearge Avenue
Durban 4001

Tel.: 31 2601200
Fax: 31 252

Mrs Fyku Meiring

Assistant Director
Department of Foreign Affairs

Private Bag 152

Pretoria 0001
Tel.: (27)12 3511462
Fax: {27) 12 351 1651

- Ms. Nomtuse Mbere

CAD Consultant UNICEF S.A.

Seconded to Womens’' Development Banking
Interim conveny NGO National

Planning Committee

Johannesburg ;

Tel.: (002161) 782363

Fax: (27) 11 726 1938

Mme Khadl;a Gammar
Conseillére des Affaires Etrangéres
Chargee des Droit de la Femme

- Chargée de Mission au Cabinet du

Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres
41, Rue d'lran

Tums T

Tel (002161) 782363

Fax: (002161) 784824
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OBSERVERS

AOAPC/AATPO

BIT/ILO

P
e

- .Mme "Sé'm:re Kria Chaker

Directeur Général _
.Chargé de la promotfon Economique de la
Femme et de la Famille
Mm.'stere de la Femme et de la Famille
La Kasbah
Tunis
Tel.: (00216 1) 783497
Fax: (00216 1) 786181

M. Gaye Amath’

" AOAPC

Pavillon International
Boulevard Mohammed V - BP. 23 Maroc

. Tanger

Maroc

- Dr Naﬂb Said

ILO Regional Director for Algeria
Libya, Morocco and Tunisia,
Lo

" 'B.P.226

Alger-Gare
Algers

- Algeria

M. Aristide Nononsi

-Expert Assoc.'é

BIT
Hydra

- Alger
: Atgena
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Mile Lizette Michael

- Expert, Programme de Formation,

Recherche et Consultation

African Training and Research Centre

in Administration for Development

(CAFRAD) - P. O. Box 310 N
Tangier 9001 Tl
Tel.: 94 26 32/52/91

Fax: (212.9) 94 14 15

Mme Touria Temsamani

Expert
Centre Africain de Formation et de

Recherche Administratives pour le
Développement (CAPRAD)

B. P. 310

Tel.: 943134

Fax: 212-9 941415

Tanger -

Maroc

M. Ali Aouni

Directeur Adjoint

Institution Arabe de I'Emploi
Pavillon International
Boulevard Hohamed V
Tanger

Maroc

Mr Ashur Hadi Zitoun

Chef de Division au Secrérariat Général
de I'Union du Maghreb Arabe’

26-27, Rue Okba

Agdal |

Rabat

Morocco

Tel:: ‘77 26 22
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UNECA
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. Inspectrice, Jeunesse et Sports, .
 Secrétariat Géﬁerale de I'Union des Femmes
. . Tanger ' :

Maroc

Chief, African Centre for Women (ACW) )
UNECA

P. O. Box 3001

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel.: 251-1-51 72 00 Ext. 301

Fax: 251-1-51 27 85/251-1-51 44 16

Mrs Fawzia Yusuf Adam

African Centre for Women (ACW)
UNECA

Addis Ababa

Tel.: 251-1-61 72 00 Ext. 701

Fax: 251-1-51 27 85 or 251-1-571 44 16






