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INTRODUCTION

The present document contains summaries of the discussions, resolutions, decisions and

recommendations of the subsidiary organs of the Commission, which have held meetings since the last

session held in May 1999.

The current intergovernmental machinery of the Commission as restructured by the Commission in

resolution 826 (XXXII) is as follows:

A. Organs dealing with overall development issues

(a) Conference of African Ministers responsible for Economic and Social Development and

Planning (the Commission) and its Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW): The

Conference convenes once every two years. In intersessional years, a Follow-up Committee comprising the

current and immediately preceding bureau ofthe Commission meets;

(b) Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the five Subregional Development Centres

(SRDCs): Each of the Intergovernmental Committees of Experts meets annually and reports to the

Commission through TEPCOW. In the years when the Commission does not meet, the reports of these

Committees are presented to the Follow-up Committee;

(c) Conference of African Ministers of Finance: This Conference is convened biennially in

alternate years to the meetings of the Conference of African Ministers responsible for Economic and Social

Development and Planning.

B. Subsidiary bodies

(a) The Committee on Women and Development;

(b) The Committee on Development Information;

(c) The Committee on Sustainable Development;

(d) The Committee on Human Development and Civil Society;

(e) The Committee on Industry and Private Sector Development;

(f) The Committee on Natural Resources and Science and Technology; and

(g) The Committee on Regional Cooperation and Integration.

All these bodies meet in ordinary session on a biennial basis i.e. once every two years.

The following subsidiary bodies held meetings since the last session of the Commission:

(a) The Committee on Human Development and Civil Society: First meeting, Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia, 21-23 June 1999;

(b) The Committee on Development Information: First meeting, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 28

June-2 July 1999;

(c) The Conference ofAfrican Ministers of Industry: Fourteenth meeting, Dakar, Senegal, 22-23

October 1999;

(d) The Committee on Natural Resources and Science and Technology: First meeting,

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 15-18 November 1999;



E/ECA/CM.25/6

Page 2

(e) The Regional Conference on Women: Sixth Conference on the Mid-Term Review of the

Dakar and Beijing Platforms for Action, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 22-26 November 1999;

(f) The Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional Development Centre for

Central Africa: Eighteenth meeting, N'Djamena, Chad, 10-12 April 2000;

(g) The Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional Development Centre for

Southern Africa: Sixth meeting, Windhoek, Namibia, 11-13 April 2000;

(h) The Ministerial Follow-up Committee of the Conference of Ministers responsible for

Economic and Social Development and Planning: Second meeting, Abuja, Nigeria, 4-5 May 2000;

(i) The Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional Development Centre for

West Africa: Third meeting, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 7-10 June 2000;

(j) The Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional Development Centre for

West Africa: Fourth meeting, Dakar, Senegal, 26-29 March 2001;

(k) The Conference of African Ministers of Finance and its Group of Experts, Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia: Eighth meeting, 15-22 November 2000; and

(1) The Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional Development Centre for

North Africa: Fifteenth meeting, Tangier, Morocco, 28-31 March 2000; and sixteenth meeting, Tangier, 13-

16 March 2001.

The discussions, resolutions, decisions and major recommendations adopted at the meetings of these

subsidiary bodies are summarized as follows:

1. Second meeting of the Ministerial Follow-up Committee of the Conference of Ministers

Responsible for Economic and Social Development and Planning

The second meeting of the Ministerial Follow-up Committee of the Conference of Ministers was

hosted by the Ministry of Cooperation and Integration in Abuja, The Federal Republic of Nigeria, on 4 and 5

May 2000. It was preceded by the second preparatory meeting of Experts of the Ministerial Follow-up

Committee of the Conference of Ministers which was held from 1 to 3 May 2000.

The meetings addressed the following issues: Mid-term review of the World Summit for Social

Development (the African experience); new directions for regional cooperation and integration in Africa;

consideration of the medium-term plan of the Economic Commission for Africa for the period 2002-2005;

and assessment of the pledging conference for the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development

(UNTFAD).

The Ministerial Follow-up Committee adopted the following two resolutions.

(a) Resolution 835 (MFC2) on the Medium-Term Plan of the Economic Commission for

Africa, adopted by the second meeting of the Ministerial Follow-up Committee of the

Conference of Ministers Responsible for Economic and Social Development and

Planning

The Ministerial Follow-up Committee.

Recalling General Assembly resolution 41/203 of 19 December 1986 and subsequent resolutions on

programme planning,
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Recalling further General Assembly resolution 53/207 of 18 December 1998 on programme

planning by which the Assembly adopted the proposed revisions to the Medium-Term Plan for the period

1998-2001 submitted by the Secretary-General,

Taking into account Commission resolution 809 (XXXI) of 8 May 1996 in which the Commission

endorsed the new directions for the Economic Commission for Africa,

Having considered document E/ECA/MFC.2/2 entitled «Proposed Medium-Term Plan of the

Economic Commission for Africa for the period 2002-2005»,

Convinced that the orientation of the Medium-Term Plan, in particular the subprogrammes are

relevant to the issues and critical challenges in Africa's development,

Endorses the Proposed Medium-Term Plan for the Economic Commission for Africa for the period

2002-2005, to the General Assembly through the Committee for Programme and Coordination in the light of

the comments and observations made by the Ministerial Follow-up Committee.

(b) Resolution 836 (MFC.2) on the United Nations Trust Funds for African Development

(UNTFAD), adopted by the second meeting of the Ministerial Follow-up Committee of

the Conference of Ministers Responsible of Economic and Social Development and

Planning

The Ministerial Follow-up Committee,

Recalling Commission resolution 808 (XXX) of 3 May 1995 on the strengthening of the Economic

Commission for Africa's operational capacity and requesting that the United Nations Trust Fund for African

Development (UNTFAD) Pledging Conference be held yearly in New York in the context of the United

Nations Pledging Conference,

Concerned with the inadequate responses from member States and other partners in the New York

Pledging Conference,

Emphasizing the need to strengthen UNTFAD as a vehicle for mobilizing additional resources for

the effective implementation of the Economic Commission for Africa's work programme and priorities,

Recognizing that UNTFAD is intended to serve several aspects of development,

1. Recommends that the UNTFAD Pledging Conference be transferred back to the Economic

Commission for Africa and be held every two years in conjunction with the Commission's biennial session,

starting 2001;

2. Appeals to African governments and institutions to give full support to UNTFAD by

increasing their pledges ofcontributions and paying arrears to the Trust Fund;

3. Invites African development partners to participate in the pledging conferences.

2. Eighth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Finance

The eighth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Finance was held in Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia on 21 and 22 November 2000.

The main objective of the meeting was to prepare African countries for the two major events that had

been mandated by the UN General Assembly to be convened in 2001, namely: the UN High-Level Meeting

on Financing for Development and the third United Nations Conference on Least Developed Countries

(LDCs). The Conference discussed some of the major development challenges facing Africa, as well as the

need to accelerate Africa's growth and development through better integration into the global economy,
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particularly in relation to the least developed countries. It particularly examined some of the major issues

related to debt, trade, and official development assistance; trade and investment; and the international

financial architecture.

The Conference adopted the following resolution:

Resolution on The New Global Compact with Africa

The Conference of African Ministers of Finance,

Having considered the proposal for a New Global Compact with Africa tabled at this session by the

Executive Secretary of ECA,

Taking note of the principles of ownership, mutuality of commitment and accountability contained

in the outline of the Compact,

1. Welcomes the proposal of a New Global Compact with Africa;

2. Accepts that the content of the Compact should originate in Africa;

3. Urges Members to develop at the national level concepts and proposals for inclusion in the

Compact. In this regard, the Executive Secretary of ECA is requested to circulate the Compact proposal to

all ministers of finance and planning;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to constitute a Steering Committee to include the

Bureau of the eighth session, and representation from the major regional and subregional organizations and

other high level experts, in order to review the national, regional and subregional contributions to the

Compact as well as to advise on its substance and the process of moving it forward;

5. Advises ECA to consult with individuals and institutions which have the potential to best

assure that the Compact moves to implementation. This should include the United Nations and Africa's

development partners;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to present an elaborate Compact at the April 2001 meeting

of the Commission to include Ministers of Finance and Planning, along with a proposal on how best to

operationalize the Compact; and

7. Commits itself to working with the Executive Secretary ofECA to these ends.

3. Sixth African Regional Conference on Women on the Mid-Term Review of the Dakar and

Beijing Platforms for Action

The sixth African Regional Conference on Women was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 22 to

26 November 1999 for the mid-term review of the implementation of the Dakar and Beijing Platforms for

Action. Representatives from national machineries, national and international non-governmental

organizations, universities, and UN specialized agencies participated in the thematic assessment of the

implementation ofthe Dakar and Beijing Platforms for Action.

The Conference adopted the following Declaration:

Declaration of the sixth Regional Conference on Women

We, the participants of the sixth Regional Conference on Women, representing governments and

civil society; meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 22 to 26 November, 1999,
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Reaffirming the commitments made in Dakar and Beijing to the empowerment and advancement of

women, their full participation in decision-making processes and access to resources,

Reaffirming also the explicit recognition of the inherent dignity and equal rights of women and men,

Recognizing that efforts have been made to implement the Platforms for Action over the last five

years, particularly in the following areas:

(a) To-date, 47 African countries have ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms

of Discrimination against Women,

(fa) There is an increase in the participation of women in politics and decision-making - one

country has passed the 30 per cent target in parliament and several others are on the path to reach this

objective;

(c) In several countries, land tenure reform processes have led to legislation, which provides for

women to own, use and inherit land. Also, there is a rise in women-specific mechanisms created by

mainstream finance and banking organizations, to facilitate easier access to loans and credit schemes. There

is also a greater understanding of women's life-cycle needs and efforts to provide basic services to address

those needs:

(d) There is now a vibrant and growing women's activism and advocacy for peace, which has

helped to mount pressure for the inclusion of women in mainstream peace-processes hence the formation of

the Organization of African Unity (OAU) Women's Committee on Peace and Development;

(e) Management skills and participatory approach to power: women arc bringing a qualitatively

different perspective to peace negotiations and peace building;

(f) A global consensus has been reached that women's rights are human rights and that violence

against women is one of the most widespread violations ofhuman rights;

(g) Positive steps have been taken, in countries' efforts to promote and protect the rights of the

girl-child and to provide education, health and a better quality of life ;

(h) The strong advocacy around female genital mutilation has led to the decrease of the practice,

or its replacement with new positive rites of passage, within some rural communities across the continent;

(i) As a result of constitutional reviews and reforms new progressive legislation, which

addresses specific concerns of women, has been enacted;

(j) Efforts to improve the effectiveness of national machineries for the advancement of women

have increased, in order to ensure that gender is mainstreamed in all government institutions, sectors,

policies and programmes;

Recognizing with grave concern that, although these achievements give us. hope, gaps and

shortcomings persist, such as:

(a) The high incidence of wars and violent conflicts, marked by the increased targeting of

civilian populations through various tactics, including the indiscriminate use of antipersonnel weapons,

continues to drain the continent of its resources, contributes to the negative perception that protracted exile or

displacement is an acceptable way of life for many Africans and legitimizes the most abysmal forms of

violence against women and children;

(b) Continuous violation of the basic human rights of women, children and men, including the

right to life as wars and military engagements take priority over the promotion of sustainable development.
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In addition, embargeos and blockades are causing a lot of sufferings and agony to ordinary women and men
and children;

(c) The systematic under-representation of women in decision-making and leadership positions
persists, despite the gains made;

(d) Deepening poverty, namely feminization of poverty, affects increasing numbers of women,
particularly rural women;

(e) The lack of women and girls' control over their lives and their limited choices expose them
particularly to the HIV/AIDS pandemic and further erodes their economic and social status; this is a severe
constraint to women's advancement and Africa's development;

(f) Lack of quality health services, especially reproductive health services, has contributed to
high maternal mortality and morbidity rates;

(g) Lack of attention and resources committed to the special needs of disabled and elderly
women exacerbates their rnarginalization;

(h) Inadequate access by women and girls to education and information, leaves them
continuously deprived of any meaningful personal development, lagging far behind the scientific and

technological advances that characterize the end of the twentieth century. As a result, scores of African

women will enter the third millennium in a state of almost total deprivation and marginalization;

(i) Lack of adequate resources and inappropriate status for national machineries is a major
constraint to the promotion of women's empowerment and gender equality;

(j) Lack of gender disaggregated data at the institutional level which can be used to influence
policy-making and gender-responsive action;

(k) Lack of meaningful societal transformation in attitudes and policy-making structures
towards women's power and participation;

Convinced that:

(a) The new millennium is a critical opportunity for transformative change in women's

advancement towards equality - African leaders must see this transition as a test of their leadership;

(b) Women are key partners for development and their capabilities and leadership skills must be
used if there is to be qualitative change and the achievement of an African Renaissance;

(c) The full participation of women in decision-making will bring about an equitable sharing of

resources and sustainable human development of the African Renaissance;

(d) African women must become partners in environmental management and protection and

their wisdom and indigenous knowledge must be incorporated in this regard;

(e) The operationalization by all governments in Africa of their commitments towards the

empowerment of women and gender equality is a pre-condition to reverse the trend of underdevelopment.

We therefore urge all stakeholders in development on the African continent, including international
organizations to:

(a) Expedite the transition from pledges to concrete action as we enter the twenty-first century;
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(b) Strengthen their resolve, and re-affirm prior commitments to address all the root causes of

discrimination against women, girls and gender inequality;

(c) Put in place, without further delay, appropriate resources and effective mechanisms to allow

women to enjoy fully all their human rights and fundamental freedoms, empowerment and gender equality;

(d) Redouble efforts to achieve peace and human security in Africa and, recognizing the

catalytic roie of women in local peace initiatives, to ensure their equal participation and influence in peace

processes at higher national and regional levels;

(e) Ratify the Convenction on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women

(CEDAW) if they have not already done so, remove reservations by June 2000 and accelerate its

implementation;

(f) Make the provisions of CEDAW part and parcel of the domestic law in each country so that

women can claim and enforce their rights within their national courts;

(g) Ensure full and speeder implementation ofboth the Dakar and Beijing Platforms for Action.

4, First meeting of the Committee on Development Information

This meeting was held at the headquarters of the Economic Commission for Africa, in Addis Ababa,

from 28 June to 2 july 1999. It was organized in plenaries and three sub-committees on Statistics, Geo-

information and Information Communication Technologies.

(a) Sub-committee on Statistics

A number of decisions and recommendations were made including on: an evaluation of the

implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s; ECA

to sensitize African governments at the highest level on the importance of statistics for policy formulation,

planning, monitoring and evaluation of the performance of African economies; the steps that African

countries might take to speed up the process of implementing the 1993 System of National Accounts (SNA);

the convening of an intergovernmental expert group meeting on household surveys in Africa; the formulation

of a strategy for strengthening statistical training in Africa; and that ECA member States subscribe to the

IMF General Data Dissemination System.

(b) Sub-committee on Geo-mformation

An examination of "the economic and social benefits to be derived from the use of geographic

information technologies" was made, addressing the issues of better land management in favour of

national/municipal economies, improved analysis and understanding of socio-economic and environmental

data with direct impact on people's welfare, value-added products and opportunities for private/commercial

marketing, as well as other positive impacts of technology. The Sub-committee made recommendations on

spatial data infrastructures, availability of spatial data and cost recovery, land-information management,

capacity building, and established a Standing Preparatory Working Group of the Sub-committee.

(c) Sub-committee on Information and Communication Technologies

The Sub-committee considered three pressing themes in information and communication

technologies in the region: the development of African information infrastructure, the creation and

dissemination of information content from Africa and the establishment by member States of national

information and communication infrastructure policies, plans and strategies. Throughout it considered the

importance of Governments accelerating their implementation of the African Information Society Initiative

which they adopted at the ECA Conference of Ministers in 1996. The Sub-committee examined in depth

ECA's work programme in information and communication technologies and found it both consistent with

ECA's mandate in this atea and supportive of the achievement of the African Information Society.
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(d) Revised terms of reference of the Committee on Development Information

The terms of reference of the Committee on Development Information (CODI) as established by the

ECA Conference of Ministers in 1997 were revised by the second meeting of CODI. As a result, the
following three sub-committees were formally established:

(a) Sub-committee on Information and Communication Technogies;

(b) Sub-committee on Statistics; and

(c) Sub-committee on Geo-information.

5. First meeting of the Committee on Human Development and Civil Societv

The meeting, which was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 21 to 23 June 1999, examined the

following issues: the Copenhagen Declaration - issues from the subregional follow-up conferences; and

capacity-building of indigenous African Civil Society Organizations (SCOs). The meeting also reviewed the

activities of ECA on human and social development as well as civil society in the context of the 1998-1999

work programme and previewed the work programme for 2000-2001.

The Committee invited member States to give greater consideration to the involvement of CSOs in

development policy formulation and implementation. It urged Governments of member States which have

not already done so to establish permanent mechanisms for consultation with CSOs.

The Committee recommended that member States should extend their full cooperation and support

to the work of the newly established African Centre for Civil Society which is located at the Headquarters of

the Economic Commission for Africa in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

6. Fourteenth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry

The theme of the meeting, which was held in Dakar, Senegal, on 22 and 23 October 1999, v/as

"Industrialization and Poverty Eradication". It was organized in collaboration with the United Nations

Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), OAU and the Government of Senegal.

The main issues considered by the meeting included the strategies for revitalizing private sector

development in Africa and the impact of globalization on industrial development in Africa. The Committee

was also briefed on the activities related to the promotion of the Alliance for Africa's Industrialization.

The Conference adopted the following two resolutions on:

(a) Resolution lfXIV) on the African Common Position for the eighth Session Of the

General Conference of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization

(UNIDO)

The Conference ofAfrican Ministers of Industry.

Bearing in mind the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic Community, which came into

force on 12 May 1994,

Concerned about the impact of globalization and liberalization of the world economy on the fragile

economies of the African countries, exacerbated by the growth in external indebtedness, the collapse of

commodity prices and the reduction, in real terms, of resource flows to Africa,

Determined to ensure that the industrial sector makes an effective contribution to economic recovery,

lasting development and the integration of Africa, which is the least industrialized continent and has the

largest number of least developed countries,
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Stressing the essential role tint UNIDO plays in industrial promotion and cooperation for and among

the developing countries,

Aware of the necessity of maintaining, strengthening and increasing the financial resources of UNIO

to enable it to continue to respond effectively to the needs of the developing countries in general and the

African countries in particular;

1. Adopts the African Common Position for the eighth session of the General Conference of

UNIDO, the text of which is annexed to the present resolution;

2. Expresses its firm support for the strengthening of UNIDO, whose role is crucial in support

of the industrialization of Africa, and its profound concern at the threats facing that Organization, which

should, on the contrary, be strengthened and adequately financed;

3- Requests the Chairman of the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of

Industry (CAMI), in close cooperation with the African Group in Vienna and OAU, and in collaboration

with ECA, to take all appropriate measures with a view to safeguarding the interests of the African countries

in the process of negotiations at the eighth session of the General Conference of UNIDO;

4. Invites all African countries to participate in the eighth General Conference of UNIDO and

in particular requests them to defend, actively and effectively, the interests of the African countries;

5. Requests the Secretary-General of OAU and the Executive Secretary of ECA to provide the

necessary assistance to the African delegations to the eighth session of the General Conference of UNIDO;

and

6. Further requests the Director-General of UNIO to communicate the report of the fourteenth

meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry, including the African Common Position, to all

members ofUNIDO and to submit it as an official document to the eighth session of the General Conference

ofUNIDO, to be held at Vienna in December 1999.

(b) Resolution 2 (XIV): African Common Position on Globalization

The Conference ofAfrican Ministers of Industry,

Noting that the majority of African countries are signatories to the Uruguay Round Agreement and

are members of the World Trade Organization (WTO),

Recognizing that the current multilateral trade system is unbalanced and thus runs the risk of

accentuating further the marginalization of Africa, with resultant severe repercussions on poverty, food

insecurity and other social conditions,

Aware of the fact that the implementation of WTO rules might have adverse implications on

Africa's economic development, particularly in the industrialization of the continent in terms of capacity

building for industrial competitiveness,

1. Requests African countries to promote sustainable industrial growth through expansion,

diversification and deepening of the manufacturing sector;

2. Strongly requests African countries to formulate strategies for the development of the private

sector within the context of Africa's regional integration efforts, improvement of the conditions for

competitiveness and promotion of foreign direct investment;

3. Invites African countries to:



E/ECA/CM.25/6

Page 10

(a) Strongly support and reinforce current trade negotiations with a view to ensuring a

favourable environment for development of African industry;

(b) Assess and review the impact of existing international rules, agreements and efforts

to industrialize Africa with a view to removing obstacles and accelerating industrial development;

(c) Solicit international support for establishing conditions for successful

industrialization in terms of infrastructure and services and enhancing political stability;

(d) Solicit debt relief from creditor nations and to facilitate the utilization of such funds

for domestic infrastructural and social development;

(e) Reiterate support and re-emphasize the position of the Ministers of Trade taken at

Algiers in September 1999;

(f) Promote strong industrial growth in order to reverse Africa's marginalization in the

context of globalization;

(g) Enhance capacity and capability of African industry to compete both in domestic

and external markets;

(h) Solicit international support for the efforts of African governments to establish

peace, security and good governance in order to attract foreign investment;

(i) Consolidate and develop intra-African integration at the subregional and regional

levels in different sectors -industry, finance, communications and commerce;

(j) Enhance competitiveness through stimulating macroeconomic growth, improved

infrastructure, reduced transaction costs, better industrial governance, promoting technological

upgrading; strengthening human capital;

(k) Create an enabling environment for private sector development; facilitate foreign

direct investment; promote mutually supportive industrial policies.

7. First meeting of the Committee on Natural Resources and Science and Technology

The first meeting of the Committee on Natural Resources and Science and Technology was held

from 15 to 18 November 1999 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

The meeting addressed the following issues: important trends in the application of science and

technology to natural resources and biodiversity; policy recommendations for national, regional and

international actions that are concrete, realistic and action-oriented; review of the progress made in the

implementation of resolutions or plans of action in the field of water, energy and mineral resources and how

these can promote regional cooperation; efforts of ECA in formulating policies for natural resources and

science and technology for the biennium 2000-2001.

In the areas of minerals and energy, the Committee called for the implementation of the

recommendations and decisions of the second Conference of Durban on Minerals and Energy, held in

Durban, South Africa, on 21 and 22 November 1997.

In the area of water resources, the Committee requested that the objectives of the activities

undertaken by the ECA Secretariat should be clearly defined and they should be action-oriented. There was

a need to enhance inter-agency consultation and cooperation within the United Nations System.
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In the area of science and technology, recommendations were made on the following: global strategy

for building science and technology capacities and sustainable development of natural resources; linking

research findings to industries; and the role of national and regional institutions in promoting application of

science and technology for sustainable management of natural resources.

8. Eighteenth meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional

Development Centre for Central Africa

The eighteenth meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional

Development Centre for Central Africa was held from 10 to 12 April 2000 in Ndjamena, Tchad.

The meeting addressed the following issues: survey of the economic and social conditions in Central

Africa; work programme of the Centre for the year 2000; consideration of the sectoral reports; review of the

role ofnon-governmental organizations in the strengthening process of regional integration in Central Africa;

role of networks for mainstreaming gender in national development and promoting integration in Central

Africa; role of the petroleum industry in Central Africa's development; harmonization of macroeconomic

convergence programmes in the subregion; and macroeconomic modelling.

The Committee adopted the following major recommendations:

(a) The designation of focal points in the Ministries of Planning of member States to ensure the

follow-up of recommendations and decisions made by the Committee and dissemination of the work and

publications of the Centre;

(b) The need to strengthen the policy analytical capacities of member States, especially in

macroeconomic modelling. The macroeconomic model known as "Cameruni" developed by the Centre

should be tested for its subsequent validation;

(c) The Centre should undertake a study on the impact of the activities of the NGOs on the

development ofcountries of the subregion;

(d) Accelerate the implementation of national information and communication infrastructure

(NICI) plans in the Central African countries;

(e) Member States were invited to ensure the mainstreaming of gender perspectives in national

policies and programmes.

9. Sixth meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional Development

Centre for Southern Africa

The sixth meeting of the Mergovermental Committee of Experts of the Subregional Development

Centre for Southern Africa was held from 11 to 13 April 2000 in Windhoek, Namibia.

The meeting examined the following issues: survey of the economic and social conditions including

a special study on the impact of crime on economic and social development in the subregion; assessment of

the implementation of relevant decisions from regional and global conferences; progress reports on ECA

programmes; international cooperation and inter-agency coordination and liaison; examination of the

regional priorities and programme of work of the Centre; and assessment of national planning for

information and communication technology in Southern Africa.

The Committee adopted the following major recommendations:

(a) The Committee urged member States to renew and strengthen their commitment and support

to population and development activities and appealed to member States to take concrete measures to

implement the recommendations adopted on the way forward on population and development in Africa in the

twenty-first century;
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(b) The Committee commended ECA for developing the advocacy tool known as the

Population, Environment Development and Agriculture (PEDA) model. It recommended that the model

should be able to accommodate differences among countries with respect to drought conditions, soils, prices

of agricultural inputs and outputs, rural-urban migration and the over or under-use of technological
innovations which can affect food security;

(c) The Committee reiterated the use of information and communication technology by member

States as a tool to enhance efficiency and cost savings through the use of the Internet, e-commerce and other

technologies which will reduce transport costs. The use of educational data network is also useful because it

reaches larger populations and therefore provides more efficient coverage. The Committee therefore

recommended that the use of ICT should be one area of focus of the SRDC-SA work programme;

(d) The Committee urged member States to develop their respective NICI plans. There was a

need for NICI plans to take into account the development, content and applications and to target key user

groups. The national information and communication policy must respond to overall development goals.

10. Third meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional

Development Centre for West Africa

The third meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional Development

Centre for West Africa, was held in Abuja, Nigeria from 7 to 10 June 2000.

The meeting addressed the following issues: survey of the economic and social conditions in West

Africa; incorporation of population and environmental dimensions in sustainable agricultural development

plans, projects and programmes; promotion of subregional integration through regional and global gender

mainstreaming initiatives; self-finaning mechanisms of subregional economic communities and

intergovernmental organizations; establishment of a West African web site on sustainable development; and

physical integration in West Africa.

The Committee adopted the following major recommendations:

(a) The Committee endorsed the PEDA model as an advocacy tool on population, environment,

development and agriculture. It requested that the Centre organize a series of subregional workshops on the

PEDA model and related issues to stimulate further discussion and propose approaches to integration of the

nexus issues into development plans, programmes and projects;

(b) The Centre should organize sensitization workshops to increase men's interest in gender
issues;

(c) Awareness should be created among professionals and decision makers about the importance

of issues such as girls education;

(d) ECOWAS should make extra effort to establish a gender unit in its Secretariat and, in

collaboration with the Centre, provide substantive support to the West African Women Association;

(e) ECOWAS and the SRDC for West Africa should collaborate in preparing a study on

approaches to assist women in identifying the areas for capacity building;

(f) ECOWAS to undertake a study on the weakness of existing mechanisms in order to endow

the institution with sustainable funding; and to use the resources to support a broader range ofpurposes;

(g) With regard to the future establishment of the West African Website, the Committee

recommended that the Centre start a process of resource mobilization aimed at: developing the Website;

assisting member States to create and develop databases, connected to the internet; and harmonize methods
for collecting information as well as standardization of formats for information generation.
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11. Fourth meeting of the Irtergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional

Development Centre for West Africa

The fourth meeting of the Intergovtrnmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional Development

Centre for West Africa, was held in Dakar, Senegal from 26 to 29 March 2001.

The meeting addressed the following issues: survey of the economic and social conditions in West

Africa; strategies and policies including food technologies for enhancing food security in West Africa;

integrated shared lake and river basin management; mainstreaming gender concerns in development policies

and programmes; debt management and poverty alleviation in West Africa; strengthening subregional

integration; and examination of the proposed work programme for the biennium 2002-2003.

The Committee adopted the following major recommendations:

(a) Concerning the promotion of technology, particularly the Xanthan gum project, the

Committee urged the Centre to work in close collaboration with member States, the African Regional Centre

for Technology (ARCT) food technology institutes and the private sector. It recommended that the technical

results achieved by the project should be discussed by an ad hoc expert group meeting composed of scientists

with a view to taking an appropriate decision and the formulation of the way forward;

(b) The Centre should undertake a study on inter-country border trade in food stuff and

livestock;

(c) The Committee emphasized the role of women as food producers and providers in the

subregion and recommended that food strategies should address women's problems pertaining to limited

access to resources such as land, labour, capital, credit and extension services;

(d) Furthermore, the Committee identified priority areas of concern to women where policies

should be formulated. These areas are: education, agriculture and infrastructure, health care and nutrition ;

employment and poverty eradication;

(e) The Committee urged the ECOWAS Secretariat to seek the participation of the Centre in the

follow-up to the implementation of the electricity networks interconnection plan;

(f) The Committee urged the subregional IGOs in charge of river basin development to

streamline their programmes and activities in order to optimize water resource management in the subregion;

(g) In examining the proposed programme of work for the biennium 2002-2003, the Committee

provided thereafter some ideas and guidelines for the implementation of the specific studies and activities

programmed under part A and B of the document, as follows:

Output 2 (iv): The status of governance in West African countries.

The Committee observed that this output has far reaching political implications and questioned the

ability of the Centre to adequately address it.

Output 2(vi): The status of food security and sustainable development in the West African

subregion.

The Committee noted the existence of food deficit in the Permanent Inter-State Committee ftr

Drought Control in the Sahel (CELSS) countries especially in the vulnerable zones covering a number of

countries. In undertaking this study, the Centre should among other things, focus on these food deficit zones

and propose strategies to remedy the situation.

Output 2(vii): Progress in the implementation of NICI plans in West African

countries.
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Activities under this output should also include geographic information of all member States as part

of the communication infrastructure as knowledge of the of the geography of member States is a prerequisite
for the development planning process.

Output 2(viii): Progress report on development and application of macroeconomic

convergence criteria and creation of a single monetary zone in West Africa.

The Committee drew the attention of the Secretariat to the fact that the selection criteria has already

been completed by the member States. Therefore, the report should focus only on the progress made towards

creating the single monetary zone.

Output 2(ix&x) Biotechnology applications in agro-industries and in the development,

of small and medium-scale industries; and

Report on access to capital markets for financing small and medium-scale

entreprises.

In dealing with the above studies, the Secretariat should, among other factors, indicate by

comparative case studies, the success achieved by the private sector.

Output A.3(ii): Harmonization of macroeconomic convergence programmes in

ECOWAS and West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA):

Towards a single monetary zone

The Committee noted that there is a framework of consultation between ECOWAS and UEMOA

and that the harmonization of their views is progressing. SRDC-WA being the nerve centre for cooperation

and integration in the subregion should be part of this consultation framework and report to future

Intergovernmental Committee of Experts meetings on the progress made.

Output B.3 Special event: West African Investment Forum

In implementing this activity, SRDC-WA should consider creating a synergy with the Trade

exhibition organized every two years in Dakar with the support of the European Union. In particular, the

Centre may report to Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on the follow-up of this event.

12. Fifteenth meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional

Development Centre for North Africa

The fifteenth meeting of the Intergovernmental Comnittee of Experts of the Subregional

Development Centre for North Africa, was held in Tangier, Morocco, from 28 to 31 March 2000.

The meeting addressed the following issues: survey of the economic and social conditions in North

Africa; gender equity and role of women in economic and social development in the context of the cultural

values in North Africa; debt management, trade and investment; irrigation and water resource management;

long-term perspective studies in North Africa; and examination of the 2000-2001 work programme of the

Centre.

The Committee adopted the following major recommendations:

(a) The Centre should facilitate and promote the exchange of best practices and information

among member countries of the subregion;

(b) The Centre should enhance its activities in the area of information technology by developing
its web site on the Internet;

(c) The Centre should undertake an in-depth study on debt conversion modalities;
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(d) The Centre is requested to organize an Investment Forum for North Africa.

13. Sixteenth meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional

Development Centre for North Africa

The sixteenth meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the Subregional

Development Centre for North Africa, was held in Tangier, Morocco, from 13 to 16 March 2001.

The meeting addressed the following issues: survey of the economic and social conditions in North

Africa; long-term perspective studies and employment; identification and analysis of tested methods and

strategies to reduce gender inequalities; best practices in the establishment of micro-financing schemes for

women and youth; best practices for drought prevention, control and water management; food security and

sustainable development; and examination of the proposed work programme for the biermium 2002-2003.

The Committee adopted the following major recommendations:

(a) A Steering Committee would be established in accordance with the decision taken at the

fifteenth meeting of Intergovernmental Committee of Experts. Those member States which had yet to

communicate the names of their respective representatives could do so within the coming month for the

Steering Committee to be established;

(b) The Steering Committee on long-term perspective studies should explore the possibilities of

formulating, in partnership with the specialized agencies, a subregional strategy for combating

unemployment and a special decade should be envisaged for addressing the issue of unemployment;

(c) The SRDC should organize a meeting on micro-financing in North Africa. From the country

micro-financing reports that would be prepared by member States in the subregion, the meeting would make

it possible to illustrate the best practices in this area and to work out modalities for micro-financing schemes

among target populations, especially in the rural areas;

(d) The SRDC should organize an adhoc meeting of subregional experts on the integration of

the gender dimension in employment policies in North Africa, including the rural areas. UNDP expressed its

support for the organization of such a meeting;

(e) The SRDC should prepare, for the next meeting of Intergovernmental Committee of Experts,

a study on best practices for drought prevention, control and water management to increase food security in

North Africa;

(f) The SRDC should include in its future work programme the follow-up and evaluation of

international conferences such as the one on food security. That item should be included in work programme

section C.3 on the participation of the Centre in the activities of United Nations Funds, Programmes and

Specialized Agencies.




