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TEXTILE IlillD:3TRIES TN AB'RICA

OHAPTER I
---------~

Introduction'

1. The present study provides a brie:': s ur-vey of the textile

markets and industries in L:·l c ourrt r-Les and telTitories in Africa,

The areas not covered Ln this at.udy are South Africa, Angola,

Mozambique, SWflziland, E'JchuaIwJ.and, Basutoland, etc, The cove­

rage is divided according to sub·regions, Chapter II deals with

East Africa; Chapter III d.eu l s with Viest Africa; Chapter IV

deals with Central Africa and Ch2.pter V o.e'tls with North Airi.ca.

Chapter VI deals with investment impl2.cations of reaching a high

level of import substitution by 1975.

2. The over-all textile market in the ,mole of Africa (inclu­

ding South Africa) is placed around:;, 100 to :; ,200 million equaz-e

yj3.rds in lS65, and the output of textile industries is placed

around 2,000 million square yards. In other words, 39 yards out

of every hundred needed f or the home m·?rket are p.1'e,sentl,Y produced

inside of Af:>:ica. '1ltli::: eor:r;::'cre::: with a ratio of 28 yards in lSLeS

and 31 yards in 1955.

;; • To put it alternativelJ' 1 textile product I en in the c ourrt r-I er,

of Africa has risen from 681 million square yards in 191+S to ap­

proximately 2,000 million squa::'°e ;yc,rds in 1965. This increase in

home production of the order of 1,300 million squar-e yards has

been aceompanied by a rise in the E:j.:oe of the M:C'icaIl rr.arket from

2,000 million square yards in 1948 to 5, lOGlrrLllion square yar-ds

in 19650 In other words, impressi v'~ as thece:te of absolute in­

crease is, the Mrican producer of t ext i Le s he.s provided only one

yard for every increase of two y8rd,s in the 0'181'0.11 mar-ke t . In

this gap lies the cppor-trun.icy end. cl1C,llenGe for the textile ir­

dustries in Africa over the next decade and more. The surveys
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of the organised textile industries (as distinguished from handi­

craft production) in the following chapters quantify this depend­

ence on imports further and provide a country-wide appreciation
of the Jevelopmerrts which have taken place hitherto.
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"

- . ,- .-

. 4; ·····Frb1tf'-l91f:8·-'to Tg50"'ffie"-average-'iilnua'Crria'rket for textEe2

in the East Af r-i.c ar; region came to 534 ;:~illion squar-e yards.

This_he:tar~us-·Jll." :\.'tur:8,gr:0VL tQ~n1 .. IlliJ_liQn._~;J;:.I.L.::l.<lX:Q.""flC~-.
. . ,.,- """'_.-~""~" - . "....- '"' ........_' -,.

ye·ar oyc;r, 1954. t.O J965 ande6cpan1ied further til 870 million Sq113J:

yards a year 'lver 1960 to 1962. A very approximate, and s omewhar

less representative figure for 196L. , a single year, would be'jn

the neighbourhood of _9:56 million square yards.

5. Tables 1, 2 and 3 indicate the size of cO'.mtry---markets· ov-er
r ' . , , , .

1948 to' 1962, and wi'thih the limits of accuracy of population

data, the ('~vels of .Pi'£._G..apui consumption they~~:pI:I' ...,,-

18.10J80

----_.
._-~-~_ ..'-'-~-,-_._-_._.,- ---'-'- ------',-'._~"'-.~ ,.----....~._~-'~ ...... .,..., .._--,""<.<~ ..~" -" ...
(million sq. ;ycls.) (in millions) (s'quare ;Yard,s)

Country

Kenya
Uganda

Table 1 .. TE'xtile lj-rkets .i.n the E2.st·'.';'frj.c2.n S:lb--l:'80'ion: 19/,S-·lS'50______~ ~, . ~.'"'_=_.~_~'..~._ ,__._ ,.__.••__._..,__~__,_~. ._._.• .,,~__~ ~._::::L:l._. ._o_. _.~~,.~ _
~o~al .

Home' c onaump t i cn J?oDulatj.,j'Q Per cap\l.t. d/
194~~50 (Av.An.) -(lcy,S) c cnsumpt l on"

....
6

';;!
2

21
! .50
5·76

38 :'49
S .J5

13.65
23·50
23.18
15 ·92

)
) 15 1+ .. 23

:::....~.5L _
534 lf9.32 mn 10.83

Population estj,l'latesare lil::eJy 'co bo v er-v lo;;JIil the J liS1l-:S-'of
later Somali estir;,ates which, however, are not based on a census.
Excluding E,:i trea. s/ Estimated. Q/ Inc Lusa.ve of imported clcGhinS'

5 %margin for impcrts
of clothing
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y See note preceding ta1Jle

Q/ Estimateo..

£! Inc luding imp~rted clothing.

.. ---- -------
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(-, R -rq.l +-
,-' /.~J (l/
.L'i.::'J .~: 1- ll.'l':--'

r; 'Y7
./ • L._ I

'---" --,..---._- ._-

211

rr,
( -~)

1+3
20

".1. -:, d.S:··'~

6

)

en
,.72
",z"o
./J

JA?
':)8
15

192

115
'11

107
7

2 c
.0

Tot al :::,;~,;~'--:-]'ota]-.-hone'- --. --­
80', ~'I' i·~ ..l c.C':1sumption PonnJ aticn

19S0-1962 (i·-'c.lucli.l'; '19,,1
(Av .Pw'J . ) i.hJpo:L'ted"·G

clot'lirlRJ .. ._-',-.--._._,- .... --~-----~-_.__.,- ._.__._- --- _..- ---
<in mi Ll i.on so .J<'2) (miUions) (sqcc2Te yards)

'. . - ,e/
127 8.33 l.).lr,

, ) - "] ',~'. 0,':3.9.1,f,j ~)~,j__ -

118 9~~·O i2:~2-Y
8 0.'32 24.0'7

29 2.D}!./ 12.~:; (5.2)tl
J.G? 4~.15

2 0 ~~+ 2 7--~;':)'?'

5 .58 . l;;.'ll
O~66 '2~<;:l

0.35::"9.50

)
\
)

Country

Kenya
Uganda
Tanganyika
Zanzibar & Pemba

Somalia-a! b .
French SomaLi la''Jd,J

. . c/Et"hiopJ.a.." ,
Madagascar
Mauritius
Reunion
Rhodesia and.
Nyas aLarid

and
Fed. of S. Rhcd«8::'c..

- Zambia
- Malawi
RWbllda
Burundi

Impcrc.: i~~t: ~I.l,--...-,--,-~L .:.)c~.....3.=-l~c.:..dc::.. '::"'lL.i.(,-;;ua-~·~ .Lll C:i..Ll 2ALJ..Lt.:::lLl8 ~'d.li6e.

If the out~~u~ :):'1 h2ncl100~W:.~ f rom h2-:(.!-d~',Dun yar-n wer's inc~_u(tGd~

the ner ca~~''l'_'L Levc I wouLl be hi.,Q:h8r 'c,~,.. one v ai-d or .so ._." . ~_.__ ._ ',."J (_

Inclusive of im:.J~:'te:j c Loch i ng .
A smaL'l e Lererrt ,~-~' e:~tilnJ.tion concer:rd.:r:g Ug anda is expnrts" to
n.er~ya and 'rangallJTllca enters into t he se e s t i.n.ace s 0

SOlTialia 1 s rive-Year P12n i~:)_Vei:.:;; the popuLaotc: in. 1 ..L e.G ;~

million? and the figurs i:c1. tr2~ckcts Ls based cn th.:::t cstiln.&t;e.
It .i s -f'nl."cf-r-l-f- 'I"", f'i"ure .i.n b rac ke t z l'r. .,.pg·"e~ Y"'~ll·t.J''''.::J -,-'", u l;~,-:lu ~ .. _J -r c, _~,-,\..,-,J'-' _ ...., .J.....L'-.-.'-._.J.. .... c _

The ove r-ca l l piC.t1)j::'C f'o r: S Rho L:L8sia; Z81nbia arid I/le.13.'Ni is
b r'oke n -1Y>T;,n, (">r"""(\-'-,~",-, ",r-"rr'T1C";"-::'-,,'-"'--' ,~r ·1-~1" ;'Ol',"v- hvr.o t h-: -: r-- th,TC

. L:" .L ,_,~ oj ,.. ~ ''-. )_",C;L_./ •. , ,. '.J .. v _, -t.: ' ---t.f.l __~,-'_ ". ".

per caput c ons.ump t Lon levels in S. RhocJ.esla and z,BIilbia 2re
Ld en t.Lc cL an; th,~t the l~~l:" cap~t level in ?,ila18:wi is hc.Lf of
the o t hor- two c ourrt r i es . Only sometime in 1956 will l,e be
possibL' to ver:LCy these hypotheses.

s/

+ 10% naz-g Ln
for imported
clotti:lg

a!
'S/
£I

9J
QI

V
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6. Several other trends have been at work in the textile situ­

ation, though in vastly varying degrees from one country of the

sub-region to another. These are

(a) The emergence of rayon as a major fibre in the textile

markets of the region is the most important of the se.

The inter-fibre position as it has evolved over the
years (in spite of comparatively higher customs duties

imposed on non-cotton fabrics) Ls presented in the
next table.

'rilLE 4

Share of Different Fibres in the East African Sub-region: 1948-1952

196219551948
------- _._----- ------_._-_.-----~--

(In million yards)

Cotton

Rayon

Wool

Synthetics

403 (94.8;S)

7 ( 1.6io)

15 ( 3 .5;~)

506 (80.1%)

10Lf (16.5%)

17 ( 2·7%)

6 ( 0.9>0)

721 (72.6%)

211 (21.2%)
20 ( 2.0;;0.

41 (4.1%)

The significance of these inter-fibre trends - particularly
the grow·ch of synthetics - in any normal evolution of the textile

market should not be underestimated.

(b)

(c)

The share of knitwear appears to have been rising.
The shift to ready-made clothing, both imported &~d

home-produced, has become sizable in all markets other
than Somalia, and to a smaller extent Ethiopia. One

consequence of this development is to reduce the cloth
content of a garment. Thus, a factory will need bet­

ween 2.25 to 2.50 yards to make an adult's shirt,

whereas individual tailoring of the same shirt will

call for 3 yards.

(d) The market in cotton e;reys has shrunk to a tiny
fraction of its previous size.
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(8) There has been a shift in favour of lighter fabrics,
often. accompaniedbymix~dfa'bricsmade from more
than one basic raw material. Unfortunately, the
tables in the present study, u$ing ,eq,uivalent yard-

. ages based on fibre content, do not. bring out. this
element clearly.

(f) As a result of the factors mentioned above under sub­
paragraphs (a), (c), (d) and (e), and other generali­
sed trends, there has been a positive up-swing in the
quality (and therefore, price per yard) of cloth

demanded by the. c:.on.~umerwl:licll, among other f.ac t oxs ,
has probably tended to i~~ibit the consumer's quanti-

• .. _ ... ···_--··.··-·~--i··'-'"-_·, ._.- ''''''- ... ',", "..,~. ,"-'- ".,.
tatlverespohse to lncdme lncrease~ ..

(g),.. 'l'e.:x:tHf.' supplies.,.;t'-G-rtae region as avlhole;1l:l'e '".
most Iy de.rived from'impnrts;Production within the"
region is in the neighbourhood of 200 million yards,
or roughly a quarter o'f the tot al. c onsump't ion. Pro­
duction within the region is reviewed at gre~ter

length in the next' section.

Production and Facilities. in the Countries of the Region

7. Production of textiles in 1949 was confined to small, isola­
ted plants, at least one of which (in Ethiopia) had be en started
in the 1930's. As of now, around 200 million yards of cloth are
pPOduced in the cotUltries of the region, distributed as follows.
~n the bas~$ of available data :
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TABLE ·6

Estimated OutDut of Cloth in 1964

(including blankets, in million square yards)

Ethiopiag!

S. Rhodesia

Uganda

Madagascar

Tanzania.

Kenya

Sub-total

45-55 m. sq. yds.

48 "
35 il

20 "
12-15 "
10 (? )

170-18~

Other countries
of the sub-region 30 m sq .yds, ,approximately

!iY Excluding the output on handloorns from hari~sJ2u"g yarn

8. The industry in Ethiopia, according to 8.vailable data,

consists of 8 or 9 establishments and includes six composite

mills - I')f which five are .spi.nne r-s , weavers arid finishers, and

one is a spi=er, knitter and finisher There is one fair-sized

wool knitting f ac tro.ry ,supplementedby- co:hstde:rable" production on

a h.omecraft basis. A blan.ket factory, using mostly cotton str.:i:p­

p~gSJ as raw material, has been opened recently: The plans to

set up a staple fibre plant with a daily c apaci ty of up to 40

tons seem to have run into some difficulties, but the plans to

set up a woollen weaving mill as well as a rayon weaving plant

are making progress.

9. In Snuthern Rhodesia the industry has taken several forms

on a more horizontal basis than in the case of Ethiopia. As of

now it includes two spinning mills, four canvas fuLQ towel

factories, five blanket manufacturing pl~~ts, four weaving plants

working on calicoes, drills, den f ms , etc., several knitting facto­

ries with an annual output of 23 million square yards, five fini­

shing factories and a few independent doublers.
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10. The development in Eganda consists of a single oomposite

unit, Nyanza Textiles at Jin,la, whic h is helieved to have produced

about 15 million square yards in 196Lf . It is prop,~'sed to expand

the capacity of this plant to 70 million square yards in the next

few ye ars . Another comoos.it e mill, with a capacity of 30-35

million equare yards is in the process of erection at Jinja.

These developments, as 01180 the developments in Kenya and Tanzania,

take place in the context of the East African Common Market.

11. In 'I'anzar.t a , three cotton-weaving plants are supplemented

by: two rayon-weaving plants and afeVi imitting factorie s . One of

the present vreaviq:; plants 'is in the process of ad.ding spinni:J.6
. ,

machinery. Five more projects involving spinning as well as wea-

ving, and a capilcity for produc tion rated at 66 m.i L'l lor square

yards are in var,yinG, earbY stages"

12" Kenya nas a -few kn.it t i ng factories, one of which also spins

staple fibre yarn and some production of woven rayon fabrics.

Some schemes for further development are also believed to he in

h$lld, but it appears that the main emphasis on textile develop­

ment, under t::le J;;ast Afric an Common Marke-::; I'r-amewor-k , is ire Ugand.a

and Tanzania. A cottOll mill, capable of producing 24 million

square yards, is bein;;, erectod at Ki surau ,

13· The t noust.ry in MadGgascar consists of one composite spin-

ning, weav.ing , f i.n i e h i nc, plant with an annuaj output in the neigh­

hour-hood of 18 u.i.L'l i cn cquar-e yare:l;3 (2,000 tons). It is proposed

to expand this plant over tile :'lext four or f"ive years to double

its present c ap ac ity . A new weavin@: plant is proposed at 'I'anrt avo

capable of producing 500 tons (4.5 million yards) a year.

14. Burundi and Malawi havo one b Lanke L manufacturing plant each.

1). Considerable intereGt exists in Mauritius, Malawi, Rwanda

and Yurundi in setting up textile plants, but the proposals seem

to be not yet quito definite. In ScDalia a plant is proposed to
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be set up at Balad with used West German machinery. The plant,

it is proposed, will have 10,000 s1,indles,3S5 looms and the

nec es s ar-y bleaching, dyeing and sizing plants, and is expe c t ed

to produce 9.5 million yards a year.

15. Some general observations can be made about existing pro­

duction facilities. Firstl;.', foreign participation, both at

the private investor and state levels, is a frequent char-ac t er-,
Ls t Lc . Secondl;r, the foreign participation, almost invariably,

inc ludes expat.r-i at.c vpur-t i,c ipation in the technic al and manaser­

ial cadres, although this tends to be significantly smaller in

the Ethiopian textile industry. 'Thirdly, machineries employed

are generally modern, of the t3'pe which can be briefly called

"Europe - 1950's" type. Fourthly, a fair part of the machinery ­

this is a ciistinction normally seen in terms of individual mills
rather than countries - is second-hand, although this is not

true of the bulk of the machinery. Fifthly, man:machine ratios ­
the'number of VJorkers per 1,000 spindles from blowroom to spindle­

point and the number of workers from winding to weaving per 100

looms - vary widely, but in general are higher than in better
Tvid.i.an mt.L'Ls and compare :favourably wi.t.h the more ~o,dern Pakistan

textile in(lustry which has come u.9 a l r.os t entirely during the
1950's. Sixthly, fixed investment costs per unit of equ.ipucrrt
vary w.i deLy, but are generall,Y hi[sher than in India or Pak.is t an
for new mills. Seventhly, the creation of a labour force has
not presented ~T serious problem in most cases, either in the

matter of numbers required or in the imparting of requisite skills.

This is so in spite of the higher levels of labour deploymen~.

Finally, the Lnduscry seems to have some prob lems in working

equipment (not workers, of course) on a seven-day week, three

shifts a day basis 0
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CHAPTER IE

17. The We'3t At r-Lca» textile market in 1963 might be apE:J:'c(?~i.l)I~~;eJy
•.• __ • __ .•••• _ •••• __ , .••• ~__ "' _,,_•• _ ••n

placed at 1,100 million square yards, or roughly one-fifth of

tlle total market in Afric.a for apparel textiles .. This aggre­

gative position, however, is of recent evolution as may be seen

from the fiiS"'Ures given below

1948 . .1:.222 1960 1.9.§.2.

Estimated market in
West Africa (in mv aq . yards) 421 885 1,008 1,100

Approximate per capita
availability (sq. yds.) 7.7 14.3 15.0 15.5

18. The methods used in arriving at these figures are e~lained

in an annexure, and the important qualifications to the data should

be noted. Nonetheless, two broad propositions might be made.

19· One, between 1948 and 1955 the total textile market reco~-

ded its most impressive growth, namely 110% over the 1948 levels.

20. On the other hand, in the subue quen t years, 1955-1963, the

market increased on Ly by 23%.

21. Alternatively, the average annual rate of growtt, during

19Lf8-l955 was 15.7%.'!±ld only 2 .8A during the succeeding ye2J:s

upto 1963. The latter rate, as is indicated by the calculations

of per capita availability, is thus more a function of the growth

in the populations to be clothed rather than of the previous

tendency to conSD~e more cloth per person.

22. The factors involved in this slowing down are several but·

it should be recognized that slowing down ~n the quantitative

aspects of increase has been accompanied by a .shift to fa.brics
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of higher value per yar~l, As of nOVI, the shift is of moderate

size, but it nonothe:Less, limits tl1e i:nportanc,e tel be attached

to mere quantitative. trends ,

Country-distribution of Textile Market~

23. Nigeria and, Ghana (see Annexure for qualifications attach-

ing to the Ghana data), be twscn them, account f or three-fifths

of the West African corisump t l on. In a broad sense, tLis situa­

tion has remained more or less c onst arrt over the years since

191,8 . Ivory Coast is the tJiird largest market although it is

a much smaller market than Ghana. Sierra Leone, and j:os3ibly

some of the former French West African countries for whom it'is

not possible to work out individual delta fall in the samevtir'o.ad

group of market size as ~he Ivorf Coast, ~ru~ely, 40 to 60 million

square y=d,s. Other murket9, such as Togo, Liberia, Portuguese

Guinea, Gambia and some 0: the former Fre~ch west African coun­

tries form the third 'group wi th market s smal l.er- than 25 million

yards' per year.

24. Details are broufjht

year for which data c ou Ld

earlier years.

tOGethel' below b ot h for the latest

be readily worked out and for some

Texc;ile Markets in West A:frican CoU~tI.:iQ3

(Million Sq. yards)

19.:+8 1955 1960

Nigeria 194 4CY6 429

Ghana 74 195 185

Sierra Leone 15 )3 4:'

Gambia 5 8 14-

Liberia 4 8 12

Portuguese Guinea' 10 8 9
Togoland 4 9 8

Former French West' Africa 115 218 310

of which Ivory Coast N.A. N.A. set
(N .A. Not Availa~:Jle)
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25. In 1948, the West Af r i.c an textile market was for allprac.ti""

cal purposes a single-fibre nar-kc t , a market for cotton goods.

By 1955, rayon had made very considerable inroads into the earlier
pr-Bdomjnance-o:P---c%ctJonc,--and-eommanded about 2670 of the textile

market. It would appear that in the present condition -of rayon

technology, given the warm, humid climates in most West African

countries, this was about the maxinum proportion of the market
that rayon could command, because the proportion of rayon declined

moderately by 1960 to 24%, However, in part, this process was
.a.i.ded by the impositi-on ,oL---higher,.impor.t.tariffs.-on-rayon goods
in,s8-'J'e~ountries.

26. It is also interesting to observe that in many ofthe-smaller
countries---the.-preclomin=e of cotton is ,g:re.a:tBr than in the larger
textile markets.

27. Wool, r.r. the climatic conditions of West Africa, is statis­
tically insignificant. Another group of f Lb.res , namely ...synthe­

tics (mainl;)' nylon) has at preb-cnt the same statistical lack of

importance as wool. But l.as.i.c al Ly , the situation here is similar
to that of rayon in 1943, although on a lower scale of probable

expansion in absolute terms than rayon commanded in 1948.

28. Before presenting statistical data in country-wiae detail
of the relative fibre positions, it might be useful to add that
a very large part of the ~ayon goods in the West African market
are spun rayon goods.

29. The two tables below document and complete the statement

of fibre-wise positions.
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Oott'lll

R".yon

:Ncol

Synth8tics

.:!-.'t.4 8 1.922 1902

408 653 755
12 229 239

8 9 10

1 7

J:.J:2.!E.i?I~tl9.':1__Ci' Csmntr,y i~arkS't§_accordtl;E. to F'i.bre§_:.._),S2.Cd

(m.sq.yds.)

Gharia

31.'7

139
"'i/.

10

11'
o
-'

8

226

:F2,Lon

106

44

6

4

1

78

Wool

4

2

Synthetics_'o.. _._" ~__

2

5

30" ceil-', IJulk of' the West Afric an requirement S (J.{.- textiles ­

pe r hap s SOlr'" SC'J/, .- ar-e me t by imports. In the case of c ot t c..

t cxtLl.o c I deperdence on imports is the least, and yet well cve:

70% of the supp l Los needed came from abroad in 1953. (In the

production of grey bafts, the proportion of West African pro­

duc t.i.cn 5.s muc h higher). In the case of rayon goods, dependenCE

on bp(;rts ::s p orhaps as high as 90--95iL Finally, in the case

ot- 1·IOO~. and 3Yl1th'lti.cs, dependence on imports is total.



E/CN.14/AS/III/24
Page 15

31. In shcrt, out of' the approximate market of 1,100 million

square yards in 1963, less than 220 million square yards are

IH:ely to have been made in VJest· Africa, after making some arbi­

trary allowance for the small scale (in terlilso£' absolute pro­

duction) handloo.m industries in several West African countries.

32. Manu£'acturingindustries mainly exist in Nigeria, and two

or three other countries on any worthwhile scale, and typically

take one of three forms; composite spinning and weaving mills

for cotton textiles; purely weavi.ng units (generally using

imported yarns) for cotton and/or rayon goods; llild hoisiery

factories again generally using impCJrted yarns. The growth of

non-apparel textile industries, such as fishing nets, or tyre

cord, is more or less absent.

33. In terms of project()4,browth, wid.espread dispersal of the

industry is about to take place. Indeed, one estimate is that

near-lya score of cotton'textiie rm.Lls are in the process of

being pla=ed. A development of signlI a c anc e , in this connection,

is the erection of a major finishing plant with a capacity of

several mi.Ll tcn yar-d s , some fifty miles out of Accra, in Ghana,

(This plant will depend upon import's of grey cloth).
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CHAPTE1( II!:

CENTRAL AFRICA

34. The total annual market for textiles made out of soft

fibres in the six countries of the Central Af r Lcan sub-region

is placed around 262 million square yards over 1960 to 1962.
A preliminary estimate for 1965 would raise the market to a
level around 288 million square yards,

35. Congo (Leo) is the single largest country-market, account­
ing for 153 million square yards, or 59 % of the total availabi­

lity. Other country-markets are much smaller in size, as may be

seen below.

Textile Availability
in 1960-1962 (average)

Cameroun . . . . . 39.8 million sq . yds.

Congo (BraL,~aville) 27·8 " " "
Chad 15.1 " " "... ... ...
Central African Republic 14.6 " " "
Gabon 11.5 " " II

Congo (Leo) ... 15.3 .2 II " "

Central African Sub-region 262 million sq. yds.

•

36. The
presented

distribution of the above

in the following table :

market in terms of fibre is
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Distributh>Cl of the· Mark'2t 2.C'.r;ording to Fibres,
(in milliun square yards)

Cloth
content.

of imported
Cotton Wool Rqyon Synthetics clothing ~

Cameroun' 27.6 0.4 4.8 1.6 5.4
Central
African
Republic 9.9 1.6 1.1 2.0

Chad 11.4 1:1 0.8 1.8

Congo (Braz) 19.8 2.9 5.1
Congo (Leo) 120.6 4.0 12.2 0.6 15 ;0:'

Gabon 8.4 0.8 0·3 2.0

Sub-region 197.7 5·2 23.4 4.4 31.3

'Tot'ell
country
market

39.8 .

14.6, .

15.1
27<8 ..

153,2

·11.5

262.0

~ Estimated from import data, but not distributed according
to fibres in the table.

37. If allowence is made for the likely distribution of the

cloth content of imported clothing, the overall picture in fibre­

terms would 'be somewhat modified, and the share of cotton, the

predominant fibre, would be around 80~, followed by rayon at
around l31c. Synthetics, a fast growing group (mostly nylon and'

polyester fibres) would account for 4% and wool, a declining
group in relative terms, wou l d account for 3%. The overall
validity of this picture is somewhat a~ended in individual
country-terms, because the availability of wool t oxt.i.Les is
limited to Congo (Leo) and, in a smaller degree, to the Cameroun.

38. In overall terms, production of cloth in the countries of

the sub-region amoUIlts to 98 to,102 million square yards, or

around 36 - 37% of overall requirements. Country-wise details

of existing facilities as well as plans in hand are provided in
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later paragraphs, but. it might be. mentioned .here that. output in
the Congo (Leo) industry amounts to over 91 million square yards
and the Central African Republic accounts for another 6 million

square yards. The present output of the remaining four countries

is not believedtoexceed 3.5 million square yards.

39. Conversely, it can be said that the SUb-region as a whole

depends on imports for every two out of three yards of cloth it

consumes, the dependence being almost total for the case of
countries other than Congo (Leo) and the Central African Republic.

As of 1963, this dependence on imports involved an outlay in
foreign exchange of over 48 million US dollars as detailed in the

following table.
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Imports of text:iles and textile products in 1963
(Q = ton; V = thousand US dollars)

Central
Africa Congo (B) Gabon

I,
Chad

Central
'. Congo (DR) Africa

(Cacwroun
excluded)

Carner oun

Q v Q v Q v Q v Q v Q v Q v

806 2483.9 883 2993.3 529 1565.3 838 1969.3 5400 9780.2 8466 18792.0 2339 5428

829 450!£?_'ZL-l?LUb2__6'i..~?_~8 486 S259.8 202~_l'277.2.
2330 L"827 .1, 19?i-9 6823,1+ 4202 4?090' 8-.?q9'2.-)7~6 779.2. ~_?55§.c2).5283 35?94. 2 ·7~b:=;-9;-;:2:-D';O-_-;::4~;-;05'-·.

! ~

347 369.4 374 605,4 200 373.0 260 258.2

104 835.1 185 1432.4 ;:;29 17,13.1 142 733~3

152 242
682.6

7088.2

3002.5

273.8 1011 3284

1877.9

44 40.1 475

97 558.9 325

512 1682.7 855

683 2374.3 131.3

156 468.4 191

419 793.9 1600 2399.9 4190 2481

37662.5 9

1.1 219 156.8

339.8 44 170.251

13 12.9
(:i8 482.9
!

4 21.8 12 '92.4 10

76 277.8 1~2 ~01.7 68 169.6 67 170.6

99 62.9
65 326.1

Cotton

Synt. Text.
(cant).
Synt. Text.
(non-cant)
Other natu­
ral text.
Hosiery
Clothe s [L'1.d
access.
Other manu­
factured
articles
Second-hand
clothes-._--
Tot".l

Source: Statistics of European Economy Community, UDE and Democratic Republic of the Congo
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40. The~ountry-wise levels of per caput consumption vary bet­

ween 4.59 square metres (Chad) and 28.9 square metres (Congo-

Brazzaville) . The following table summard ze s the position and, •
.".

brings out two major e Lemerrt s which are strongly correlated-
namely, level of per caput income and the incidence of urban- •
ization.

Per Caput Rank 'according to -
Availab~li ty Per Caput Population
of t cxt i.Le s Per Caput lucorne of Urban

Country ( 19c J-b2) avera5e Availability' (1960) to Total Pop.

Congo (Brazz) 28.59 sq.metres 1 2 1
Gabon 21.89 " " 2 1 4
Central
African
Republic 9·89 If If "- 5 "-.» -'

Congo (Leo) 8.82 " If 4 4 2
Cameroun 7.99 " If 5 "- 4-'

Chad 4.69 " " 6 6 5

SUb-region 9.43 " "

Country-wise Statement of Existing Industries and Plans
Congo (Leopoldville)

41. The textile industries proper are 'mostly engaged in the

spinning of cotton (and to a smaller extent of rayon staple),

weaving and printing. As of June 1953, the industry comprised

14 units, possessing in allover 90,Ol'0 spindles and 2,400 looms.

The units and the nature and extent of vertical integration in

their activities is brought out below ;

No. of exclusively spinIling units.
No. of exclusively weaving units

Spinners and weavers

3 units

"
rt
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Spinners, weavers LUld printers
Spinning, weaving (sack making)
Printing exclusively
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2 units

2

1

42. Alternatively, in the soft-fibre field (i.e., other than
sack-making), there were 9 spinners, 8 weavers, and 3 printers,
The industry thus was characterized b;y five t;ypes of organiza­

tions; single process operation on the raw material, whether
cotton or rayon staple; single process operation based on
manufactured inputs, viz: exclusive weaving and exclusive

printing; composite mills which combined spinning and weaving;

composite mills which were integrated up to spinning; and
ccmposite mills which do their own making up of garments

43. In addition, six factories maxe hosiery, based mostly
on imported yarn.

44. The output of these factories covers a wide range :
yarns, cotton, staple and mixed; cotton prints; blankets;
sewing threads, woollen and synthetic fibres and mixtures
thereof; industrial cloth and so on.

45. Several new projects, mainly extensions in existing
factories, are under way. The bulk of the cotton consumed

in the textile industry of Congo (Leo), around 12,000 tons,
is derived from internal sLpplies.

46. Central African Republi~ has a singly textile mill,
ICOT, which is reported to have produced 5.5 million square
yards in 1964, the bulk of the output being exported to Chad
and ether UDE countries. It is now clecided to merge this

plant in another company, ICCA, which is establishing an ad­

ditional plant near Bangui. 'I'he new plant- will be vertically

integrated from spinning to printing, and will have a larger

annual output of around 8 million square metres. On completion
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in the middle of 1965, the t.wo plants will account (on a yearly

basis) for 2,000 tons of the Central African Republic's cotton

crop of 10,000 to 11,000 tons.

47. Plans for another p.i arrt with 15,000 s p i nd l as , 320 auto-

matic looms and (eventually) dyeing and printing facilities are

also being considered. One hosiery unit, ClOT, exists near

Bangui.

48. Cameroun d.oes not have, as yet, a textile industry, although

it produced 16,000 tons of cotton in 1962/63. A spinning and

weaving mill is. proposed tobe established in northern Cameroun

with an annual output of 6 to 7 million metres. This plant

will cater to the market in Chad as well of certain categories

of textile goods in accordance with an agreement signed by the

two countries in April 196::;. There is also a further proposal

for the establishment of a dye wor-ks at Douala, although no

details are available. Two hosiery factories exist.

49. Chad does Hot have a textile irL~ustry at present s although

it produced 33,000 tons of cotton in 1962/63. One project has

been envisaged with an investmen-t of 8 million US dollars,

rising in three stages to 15 million square metres by 1973.

Plans for a blanket factory have also been considered.

50. Congo (Brazzavill_EO) has concluded an agreement with the

People I s Republic of China to build a textile mill which will

have an annual output of 3.4 million square metres. The plant

is expected to come into operation by the end of 1968. 0ther

plans considered at various stages have included a printing

plant based on imported cloth and a hosiery plant.·

51. Gabon does not have a textile industry and there do not

appear to be any immediate plans.

•
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52. In summing up, it might be saiQ that oountry-wise plans
in the near-term imply the additional production of more than
36 million square meters. Making allowances for possible non­

coverage of plans, an upper limit of 50 million square meters
is probably on the optimistic side. This is to be contrasted
with the current (1962 - 66) import level of around 133 million
square yards on the one hand and the add.itional growth of the
market by 1975 of the order of more than 100 million square
yards on the other In orhe.rwords , existing plans (and not
all of them can be described as definite) imp 13' a coverage of
only 27~bof the existing imports and of" around 20% of the likely
import level by 1970. In otter words, in an area which produced
7o,CCCtollS of cotton in 1962-63, eXisting development accounts
for 12,000 tons or so of raw cotton and proposed development
will account for less than 5,000 tons.
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CHAPTER V

NORTH .AFRICA

53. The home market for textiles in the North African sub-region
as of 1960-62, exceeds 1,74; million square yards. The following

table provides a breakdown of the various country markets accord­
ing to fibres, the size of the total market by countries, and the
approximate level of per caput availability.

Home Markets for Textiles ~ 1960 to 1962_.(average)
(in million square yards)

•

Country Cotton Wool Rayon Synthetics Total Home Per caput
Market· availability

DAR 812 18 83
Sudan 235 1 34
Libya 20 1 10
.Algeria 84 13 68

Morocco 112 24 114
Tunisia 55 7 22

Sub-region 1,318 64 331

4

12

11

30

917 "4 5" sq.yds./ . ./

270 22·30 " "
31 25·62 " tt

177 15.69 " "
261 21.88 " "

87 20.62 Ii "

1,743 25·90 sq.yds.

54. Trends characteristic of other parts of Africa have been
present in the North African sub-region, although it is clear
that the sigllific ance of the trends varies f r-orn one country to
another. The most significant of these trends are indicated
below.

(a) Cotton is the predominant fibre and accounts for
71 per cent or t.he r-eabout s of all fabric consumption (in­

clusive of an allowance for the fibre consUlQption of im­

ported clothing).
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(b) Climiltic cC",cidol'ab"oT:, favour wool in this sub-

market .

the preceedj:og tajj.G l~.:t:](1or8tplt0s their role in the

synthetic

impact.

of clothingiTll)Orts

al. thoughdur-Ln.;

of' the

latter impact ~c; pri~nrilyThe

and

region

fibres

•

(c) Rayon has been tll;2 prJ_nCil,al growth fibre in the

years since l')LiEi and ucc ount.s new for nearly 20 per cent

of the y2..l."dage c or.s umod :L:l the; North Africc'Ul sub-region.

It appears that the r:"cto of ~ ts relative growth has slowed

down in recent .jT8S..l'S e

Cd) The d at.r. Df:rtai_ning to }J 0;eriCl reflects the fact

that over 1953 to ")G2 the ]2'c,~c.'cj;}J:~ availabili ty of tex­

tiles has decl .i.ncd by 2'jpel' c C'lt or GO, the main fact or

responsible beL1Z tr-,8'GCO-h rj ;C,i c Ge(,bocl: which ac c ompani.ed

the struggle for indepejl;JJ;,'JCo. In lJ,'"ny of the ot.hc r COl.lll-­

tries~ including 'cl'J2 UJH{i tho CJ.u:~u-j.0itE.dJ:i_Ye textile response

to increases 118.,'") S:.!..O\",'0d dov.u 2.nd i"LJ s;em.s pr-obab.Le that

future i~CreaE8f-J ..~.. n.. n?:C'.".,./,:,~~1Jt .i.nc ,')~p \,/.111 Lnduce smaller

increases in 'Pl?:.-l~~~~:;-:_-~t ~v~Jj.1Q~xLlj.,t;;y of ..cox t l Le.a....

(e) T}J.e r:':cr::seD-G .J_G-v.o1 dc·}!cncl.,~n~ e O.d tmports varies'
from nil in tho c a..c O~~ -~ho ~0 (',7hich is a 3ubstax:.tial

exporter of t;extj ICE;) t o O'!'cI 7':' per cent in moe t of the

other countries Q .in 1963, ir;r9oX'~s of .. textiles j.nto the

countries of the ,C?I~r)···rep~ion 'cotaJ l.ed U ~~L B 31S rrriLl.Lon ,

as is seen below

Algeria
Libya
Morocco
Sudan
Tunisia
U.A,R.

7?
37
3L~

109
C2
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55. The present positIon in respect of ffiilllufacturing facilities

is reflected in the following table relating to the output of
yarn and c Lot h .

Output of Cotton Yarn_and Cloth (1953) in North. Afriqa

Cotton yarn
---_. -----_._----
Country

----------------------
Cotton cloth

•

•

200 tons
Nil

4,300 tons

negligible
negligible

5,800 tons
3,927 II

Algeria

Libya

Morocco

Sudan
Tunisia
U.A.R.

4,230
836

122,Lf50

II

"
"

1,646

83,700
"

._---_._-------------
Sub-region 127,786 tons 94,573 tons

56. The output of wool yarn and cloth is distributed as follows,
and again shows the impressive performance of the UA.R. industry:

Output of Wool Yarn illld Cloth in North Africa (19S32

500 tons

Wool Cloth

:3 ,SOO tons

Country Wool Yarn

Algeria 200 tons
Morocco 1,800 "
Tunisia 160 r t

U.A.R. 9,600 II

Sub-region 11,760 tons

:3 ,100 "

57. The production of rayon yarn, continuous filament as well

as staple, is confined to the U.A.R. illld in 1963 amounted to

12,100 tons. A small ny Lon )lant also exists in the U.A.R. and

its output is in the neighbour-hood of 350 tons per year.
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58. The textile industry in Egypt is more developed chan in

any ,0ther,(3()1l))"j:;;ryirL.Africa.and.-employs a labour force of well

over 200,000. The equipment involved in the cotton sector
- " _. . .

alone comes to 1.4 million spindles and over 23,000 looms. "In

recent years the U.A.R. has emerged as a significant exporter

of texciles, both'jn the form of yarn as well as cloth, as may

be seen below

Year Cotton yarn
production

Exports
of yarn -

Exports of yarn as per~

centage of production

1953
1960

1964

5'3,000

102,000

131,000

tons

"
"

5,400

19,900

32,740

tons

"
"

9
20
25

Production and Exports of Cotton

£,loth yarn

, (in millions)

1953 319 sq. metres ),000 tons
..__. -~._.,.,

1960 482 " " 12,900 11

1964, ;. ,L • .: i.. . 382 " 11 16,700 "-- ,

59. EXlPorts ,of cloth are roughly estimated to form in 1964

around 20 per cent of the output of cloth.

60. In brief, the North African sub-region comprises, in

terms of d eveLcpmerrt of textile industrie s, two distinct groups.

The U~A.R., forms\the first group where a sizable industry exists

~Cl, in_.YJ.h,;i,cJ::LiIllQQTt... d,epend.eJlce",.f or fab-ricsis ,altoge-ttHilI'--absent .

The other countries - Algeria, Libya, Tuni8ia,Sudan'andMorbcco­

are, in the main, textile producers on a very small scale in

relation to the size of the various markets.
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CHAPTER VI

Perspectives for 1975 : Investment and other Implications

61. The prospective market for textiles in 1975 (and in some
cases 1970) has been analysed in several studies which are not
always strictly comparable to each other. Broadly speaking,

estimates for the East African sub-regiOn1land the Central
African sUb-regio~are comparable and more detailed. The es­
timate for West Africa is provisional and a definitive version

is in the course of preparation for a meeting in 1966. The
estimate for North Africa is a"provisional one and adapted from

a note by a consultant without further examination by the secre­

tariat. In any case, as will be seen below, the estimates"
relate to two different points in time. Notwithstanding these

limitations, it is clear that a large investment effort of the

order of US ~ 1,200 to 1,300 million per year up to 1975 - is

called for if import depel~lence is to be reduced to the extent
indicated in the statement below

A. East Ai'rican sub-region

1. Current output
2. Current demand
3. Current import dependence (2-1)
4. Targeted production in 1975
5 Additional output by l222 (4-1)
6 Investment requirements for

fixed capital for the addi­
tional output

200 million sq. yds.

870 " " "
670 " " "

1,300 " 11 "
1,100 " t t i1

US ~ 261-439 million

11 See E/CN.14/INR/850 The Textile Industries in the. East
African Sub-region - Present Situation and Growth Prospects,
Chapters V and VI.

g; See section on textiles in the revised version of the forth­
coming Rep",rt of the ECA Mission for Economic Co-operation
in Central Africa.
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B. Central African Sub,-region

1 ~

2.

3 .
• 4.

5 .
• 6.

Current output

Cur-r-orrt demand

Curre:lt import dependence (2-1)

Targeted production in 1975
Additional oucput by 1975 (4-1)

InveRtment requirements for fixed
capital for the additional output

102 million sq. yds.

262 " " II

160 " " "
276 u- " "
174- " " H

US t 68 million

C. West Africill'l Su)-region

l.

2.
A-' .
4-.
5.
6.

Ourrent output

Current demand

Ourrent import dependence (2-1)
Targeted production in 1970
Additional output by 1970 (4-1)

Lnvc s tnuerrt reC!uirements for fixed

capital for the additional output

220 rr.illion sq. yds.

1,050 " " t t

830 n !1 "
1,125 " t t "

905 " " "

us $ 350-400 million

D. North African Sub-region

It has been estimated that current plans and projects in­

volve an expenditure ci' US ;, 277 mi Ll Lon and which will become

fully operational by 1970. At the same time, it has been further

estimated that tne total elimination of import dependence ~nll

call [or a further investmert of US t 181 million. Even if the

latter io taken as unrealistic, an additional Lnve sr.menu of

US $100 million or so wi TL be required, making for a total in­

vestment of US 13 377 million.

62. If the figures to.r Nest Africa and North Africa are adap­

ted for 1975 on a necessarily ad Ed~ b~sis, the i~vestment in

fixed c apital rec;uired to match the targets of aidi tional output

would CO:r1e in the r-ange Of U.S f', 1,200 -1,300 million.
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63. Greater awareness of the problems involved is gained when

it is realised that the targeted increases in output involve a

quintupling of current output levels in the East, Central and

West African suo-regions and more th~~ doubling of the output

in the North African SUb-region. •

64. It would be unrealistic to ignore the implications in •

terms of personnel. As broad orders of magnitude1< it is sug-

gested that the textile industries will need additional 7,700

junior and senior technicians over and above other managerial

skills and will need to create a labour force of the order of

360,000.

]j For a detailed assessment of the personnel reguirem.ents in
the East African Sub-region, see E!CN.14!INR!86.
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ANNEX

•
65. Fi~ures of fibre

regularly published by

in varying coverage up

consumpt i on , exports and imports are

the FAO. These figures are available,

to 1902.

66. For the purpose of this pape~the FAO figures were con-

verted into yardage by applying the standard FAO ratios except

tl'at in view of theiifficulty of distinguishin,g between rayon

and synthetics, these were ama.Lganat.ed and the c ot t on conversion

fi2,ures used. 'iiith this as the basi s, all other statistical

material has been wor-ke d out independently at the EOA and, in

part, derived from an earlier study; Industrial Growth in

Africa, A SUI'vey and Outlook, 1962 (E/eN .14/INR/l).

67. The application of standard ratios, it is realised, is

not entirely satisfactor;y. This seems to be p ar-tdc ul ar-Ly true

of Ghana where fabrics in use are heavier and the use of FAO
ratios yields market and per caput data which are 11igher' than

aetuals. ECA proposes, at a future date, to build up all these

series independently of FAO delta o.nd directly from data regard­

ing output, rmportis and exports.

68. Estimates for 1963 are l'3.sed on ex-crapolation of fragment-

ary dCita t but c are h8.["5 be en taken to avoid over-estimation.

69. Per caput figures do not take into account the results of

the Nigerian census of 1.963.




