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REPORT

NATIONAL ACCOUNTS MEETING

-

I. Introduction

1. The Working Group on Problems of National Accounts in Africa
met in Addis Ababa from 9 to 16 December 1964. It was convened at the
recommendation of the Third Conference of African Statisticians. Ten
experts from African countries and France participated. The list of

participants. is inéluded as Annex II-of this report.

2e The Working Group met primarily to review results of the trlals

by various African countries to present their available’ economic' data

in the format prescribed by the intermediate system of national ‘accounts.
The purpose of these trials was to illustrate -to what extent the

African countries can already apply the intermediate system,. which

had been recommended for further con31deratlon at the Third Conferenoe

of Afrlcan Statlstlclans. In addlulon, the meetlng was to prov1de

the expeits an opportanlty to exchange experlence with methods of
natlonal aocounts estlmatlon actually used and the dlfiloultles

encountered The flnal purpose was to express views orn the adequacy

cf present natlonal accounts for planning purposes.

3, The Deputy Exeoutlve Secretary of the Economlo Commlsslon for
Africa, Mz, N‘lea N'Gu1mbous, Welcomed ‘the pmrtlolpants wlth the

'cautlon that the 1mportant task of determlnlng the usefulness and
slgnlflcanoe of the estimates included in the draft chapters of the
Handbook of Natlonal Aocount; would be very dlfflcult owing to the

variable detail of 1nformatlon about methods of estlmatlng the data.

- -
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He hoped that the imminent revision of the United Fations System of
National Accounts would include some of the ideas of the intermediate
system, which would facilitate the adaptation to African conditions

of the revised SNA. Nr. N'Liba further urged the participants to
acknowledge the importance of their work for the future of the continent
and hoped that thgy would leave aside narrow national interests while

considering technical requirements of common concern. He hoped that

recommendations made by the Group would allow many of the present

inadequacies in national accounts in African countries to be overcome,
thus leading to increased usefulness for plamning purposes. ‘His

statement is attached as Annex IV,

4. Mr. J.0. Alyegbusl of ngerla was elected Chairman of the

Working Group and was welcomed to his new functions.

5. The provisional agenda was adopted by the Working Group and

is included in this report as Annex I.

64 A list of working papers and background documents available to

the Working Group is included as Annex III of this report.

II. General about the experimentation with the intermediate

system

Te The Working Group considered a number of draft chapters of the
"Handbook of National Acccounts for Africa" which were presented before
it. These chapters contained the results of the experimentation with
the intermediate system récommended by the Third Conférenoe of African
Statisticians and earlier meetings. Most of the chapters_weré'based

on'draftS‘by'consultants, while a few chapters had béenlwritten by

‘the secretariat on the basis of available material and country visits.
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8. . The tables arranged according to the framework of the intermediate
system which were shown in each of the country chapters represented.

adaptations of already existing estimates for 1960 or in some cases for

~earlier years. No new estimates or revisions of existing estimates had

been made directly using the intermediate system.

9. ‘The Group found %mat ‘in spite of the fact -that the tables were
adaptations of already existing estimates only, ~the experimentation
clearly indicated that a relatively high degree of international.
compﬁpability‘gguld‘ﬁe achieved among the;gstimates for the various . .
countzigs.gf‘ﬁhe region. It was to be expected that national accounts..
work recentiyﬂstarted in a number of African countries, if continued- .
along sim@}ar l;nes,:woq%@;make possible a progressively higher degree.
of international comparability. This trend towards the. supply of .
comparable flgures by countries whose basic estimates were widely - -
different both conceptually and with regard to methods of estimation
was an 1mportant congequence of the work with the 1ntermedlat§ system

in the reglon.

10. In the opinion of the Worklng Group, the experimentation w1th .
the intermediate system as embodied in the Handbook chapters had been

useful and could be considered as a SucCess, in spite of the

freservat;ons_becausa_the estimates were adaptations only. It was, .

o A

however, acknowiedged that the usefulness of the Handbook as presented
in draft form, as far as a number of the country chapters were concerned,
vas seriously iimited by the fact that ‘the description of methods. of
estimation were insufficiently detalled This made impossible an

evaluatlon of the rellablllty of the estlmates shown in these dhapters.

11. The Group therefore felt that the draft chapters were not sulted
for publication in printed form even if a number of improvements should
prove possible. On the other hand, a number of the country chapters
represented valuable me thodological studles which it would be worth
while to reproduce in mimeographed form for ciroculation among 1nterested

parties.

Lk e . X W
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,;2, ,‘Itiygs mentioned that some countries had embarked upon new or
extended estimates of national accounts according to the intermediate
system, Whlch would be completed in the near future. The Group felt-

that these estimates might represent a better and more valid illustration
of the possibilities of achieving internationally comparable national -
accounts estimates within the region, than the experimentation to

adapt existihg estimates to the framework of the intermediate system.

13. TheVWofking Group noted with interest the work which was going

on to revise and extend the United Nations System of National Accounts
(the SNA). It also appreciated the fact that the African countries -
would be .given an early opportunity to discuss.the adaptation of :the. .-
new SNA to the conditions of the region, In this connexion, the Group .
felt that the estimates according to the intermediate system which-
would soon bé finalized in some African countries might help to indicate

the directions an adaptation of the new SNA to the region could take.

14. -~ Although the Group fully appreciated the need to conform to
international standards with necessary regional adaptations, it also

felt that the present work going on in various African countries to
construct national accounts estimates according to the intermediate.
system served a very useful purpose . For the first'timg had African
countries with very different traditions with regardito national accounts
éstimation embarked upon estimates which were combarable‘within the-. -
 region. There was no reason to believe that a further adaptation within

a wider_international framework would not be equally possible..

15. The Working Group hoped and expected that the pioneering work "
undertaken within the region in the national accounts field would be
taken into account in formulating the new international standards.

It was confident that the African national Accountants would do.their
best to make a constructive contribution when requested to suggest a

regional adaptation of the new SNA.
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ITI. Ietailed disoussion‘ofrthe results of the experiment

L&

16, The Worklng Group agreed that, although the text and tables of

the’ Handbook chapters must of course be consldered as an 1nseparable_
unlty, 1t would for praciical reasons be oonvenlent to con51ler the
results of the experlmentatlon table oy table. It was fully appreolated
that an examination of the tables alone nlthoot a slmultaneous detalled
etamlnatlcn of the text could lead to approximate conclusions oply,”On

the other hand, an analysis of the tables filled in by the varlous

‘sountriés would lead’ to some dlsouss1on of the methods of estlmatlcn

~and “to a cons1deratlon of the usefulness of" the varlous tables. S

;'17. It was generally agreed that the table entltled "Inventory ofsy

human resouroes”'whlch shows the olass1110at10n of the 1abour forcemﬂ

I

Gw;by 1nuustry and broad ocoupatlonal group was a useful addltlon to a..

M*system of natlonal accounts. The table fllls a need both as.an. aid

in der1v1ng approx1mate measures of produot1v1ty and .1ts varlatlonsfﬁ
for the various 1ndustr1es and as a help t0 man~pover plannlng. It.
was aéreea *hat mlscellaneous sources 11ke reglsters malntalned for
erposes of s001a1 leglslatlon, speolal labour force surveyszand.‘pﬁ_
establlshment reglsters were 1nva1uab1e in obtalnlng_annual ggtimatess
If annual data could not be obtalned, it would still be useful to have

this “teble: for ‘bench-mark years, based on pOpulatlon census 1nformat10n.

18._ The table on uses and resources by oommodlty group is, one; of the
most central tables cf the 1ntermed1ate system. It was noted that only
two Jountrles could maks a dlstlnctlon of uses between 1mporta and .
local products, whlch is of magor 1mportance to the planners. It was
agreed that in order to achieve a proper allocatlon of uses by

lmported and” locally produced goods, surveys of mark-ups were requlred.

. ST T



E/CN.14/319.
E/CN.14/¥aC/11
Pa.ge 6

The dif%ieulty?cf*bbteining*Teiiable'es%fméteE"of‘impcf%é*and:eiports

because of smuggling, and the methods of registering 1mports of land- .
locked countries by means of road-checks etc. were dlscuseed There

was also some discussion of the’ dlfflcultles of maklng rellable "
estlmates of stook—changesa In this connexion it was mentloned that

the stocklng up of certain export products in perlods when they Wwere
'unsaleable ehould be oon51dered as a loss rafher than as addltlons to

stocks.

19, - The abbrev1ated 1nput-output table (Table 3) whlch was orlglnally
1nc1uded 1n the 1ntermed1ate system with some doubt had been filled in
by two thirds of the countries 1noluded in the Handbook, in more or less
detail. The Group found the table useful both as a help in cbtalnlng
estinates of total inputs produced or consumed by the various 1ndustr1es
and as & first step towards' the development of a full—scale 1nput—output
table. However, it was also féund that very few countrles had been _
able tc show imported and locally produced 1nputs separately ‘and the
Group recommended that thls ought to be done whenever p0551b1e. It

wa.gs feLt that the table must be used w1th great cautlon because of the
unavoidable inacouracies it would contain at “the present stage of

"etatlstlcal development of many countrles of tke reglon.

: 20. , Table 4 "Productlon and value added account by 1ndustry" img
another central table of the intermediate system. Most countries
included in the experlmentatlon could fill in thls table, at least
partly. Although it is more detailed than the present 31m11ar tables'
in tke SNA, this table still represents an 1mportant link between the
intermediate system and the SNA. ‘ ‘ S ' o

2l. The rural household account (Table 5) had been fllled in by .
only one country. The Group agreed that although thle was a strong
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indication that the table is at present too difficult for the countries

to flll in, it should stlll be left in 1ts present form for the countries

to experlment on, because the 1nformatlon contained in the table was

vital under Afrlcan condltlons. The Worklng Group con51dered brlefly

the problem of deflnlng and valuing serV1ces in the rural household

sector and found that no 1nternatlonally agreed standards existed whlch

could help the countrles on this point. The Groupsa therefore suggested that a
special Wbrklng Group mlght be convened at a future datc in order to

examine the guestion.

22, The Group found.that although only two thizids of the countries
included in the experimentation had actually filled in the appropriation
account of corporatlons (Table 6), the countiries of the ‘Tregion should,

on the whole, have no dlfflculty in fllllng in this account.

23. The approprlatlon account of households and non~profit institutions
could, in the opinion of the Werking Group, be usefully subdivided hy
rurel_and urban households and by non-profit institutions, or by other
relevant-economic,groupings of households (for example African and none
African households). The Group fcund no particular difficulty in

obtalnlng estimates for the more important non-profit 1nst1tut10ns.

24.  The Worklng Group. con31dered that tables 8, 9, 10 and 13, namely
.Current and caplital accounts of government by level of government,
ApproPriation-accegnt_of general government, Capital and financing
acceunt‘of geﬁeral government and Combined economic and functional
_:qlassifieation of general govermment current and capital expenditures
were'cieseiy re;ated and therefore should be considered together,

The se tablee ﬁere all based on the same source of information, namely
government budgets and accounts, which had to be reclassified in

order to arrive at the items requ1red for the tables. From the results

e ———

oof e
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of the experimentation it appeared that only few countries of the
region actually undertake a re-clasgification of their government
accounts, but the Group felt that more countries could supply re-
clasgified figures than had aotﬁally done so. The'Grdup found that
whereas information for cenﬁral governmeht was actuglly readilyi
available, direct investigations were sometimes needed’ to obtain

the information from local authorities. It also pointed out the
importance of mechanical equipment as an aid in arriving readily at
re-classified figures. It was agreed that separate accounts might

be ghown for national and foreign administrations, if this was found

useful by the countries.

25. Most countries included in the experimentation had filled in
tables 11 Consolidated capital account and 12 Rest of the world account.
_ The Group found that the items of table 11 were obtained from other
accounts and no separate discussion of the table was therefore necessary.
Table 12 was obtained from the balance of payments; and the Group

found that the national accountants would always have to be concerned

with the details included in the table.

26, Two thirds of the countries included in the experimentation had
succeeded in filling in table 14 which shows the composition of private
consumption expenditure, in more or less detail. The Group agreed that
family consumption surveys were useful in filling in this table and -
essential in filling in the part of the table which referred to
consumption from own production of rural households. In addition, detailed
information on mark-ups similar to that needed for table 2 would be

required.

27. The Working Group agreed that table 15 Composition of gross

domestic fixed capital férmation, which had been filled in by 7 countries,
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was very important for planning and relatively easy 4o estimate, except
as far as the distribution of gross fixed capital formation by industry"
of use 1s concerned There was agreement that net capital formation -

would be a very useful concept for planning purposes, “wut the formidable
problems of arrlv1ng at economically significant depreciation estimates

‘made it difficult or impossible to obtaln net flgures in many countrles'_

of the region.

28. Table 16 Total uses and resources oould be filled in by all
countries included in tne experlment The table oontalns no new
information, but represents a re—arrangement of items from other tables.
Also table 17 National disposable ihoooe by type of income before
provision for consumption‘of fixed capital, Which was filled_in By .
five countries, essentially represenfs a re—arrahgement of items from .
other tables. The Group decided not to re—open.the discussion of the

controversial concept natb tional dlepOsable income at this stage.

IV. Problems and difficulties of national accounts estimation

in Africa

29. The Group then proceeded to item 5 of the agenda and agreed to
discuss this item on the basls of the secretarlat paper "Some problems
of national accounts est1mat10n in Afrlcan countrles" (E/CN 14/CAS.4/
NAC/10) . | '

Comprehensive or partial estimates

30, The Group concluded that comprehensive national accounts
estimates should be attempted in spite_of‘the difficulties involved
in obtalnlng data. Estimates covering. the modern sector alone,; although

they mlght have to be given flrst prlorlty, should therefore never

-t g b e . . . - . |
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be considered to be the final aim of the national accountant. The
development of estimates for the subsistence sector takes considerable .
time, and it is therefore necessary to be foresighted and as far as

possible prepare such estimates before they are requested by the planners.

Estimates of agricultural production

31l. The Working Group considered that both consumption and production
surveys would be ‘reauired in order to obtain annual series of agricul tural
production statistics. For consumption, these surveys could have the
household as their unit of investigation. Where production surveys are
concerned, information should be obtained on. yield and acreage figures,
whatever is the unit of investigation. The production surveys would

usually refer to quantities.

32. The Group then con51dered the problem of agricultural prices.

It was agreed that as far as possible prlces in nearby markets or

prices paid to the producer should be used in valuing agricultural
production..Sonétimes, there were violent variation in prices paid

to producers because of variations in prodnotion or supply of agricultural
products. The CGroup felt that in such cases it was very dubious, indeed,
whether it would be justified to evaluate consumption from own production
at these prices. It was also agreed that no practical purpose would be
served in trying to separate transport costs from basic production

costs when the farmer uses his own means of transport to bring his

produce to the market

33. The Group thought that estimates of changes in stocks of domestic
agricultural products could only be obtained by continuing intensive

household surveys,. Although figures on stock changes normally would

perhaps be small and therefore of limited interest, sometimes considerable
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variations in prodiuction would lead to correspondingly significant
stock éhanges. It was acknowledged that although estimates on the

basis of hides 'and skins could give an approximate idea of siaughtering
of cattle, estimates of changes in livestock could again only be:

arrived at by special SUrveys.

Manufacturing.

34. The Working Group found that although manufacturing is at present
of small importance in most African countries, this might change rapidly
and the problems conmected with the supply of information about the -
industry should therefore be given close attention. For 1arge'scale;
enterprises which were limited in number, lists and registers could
relatively easily be established and regular information obtained,

The Group found that as much as possible data should be obtained on

an establishment basis, while information on some items cdould only

be. collected from the enterprises.

35. It was the feellng of the Group that the importance of handlcrafts
was uasually exaggerated Informatlon on urban handlcrafts ag well as

on small-scale 1ndustry would have to be collected by periocdie surveys.

Imports and exports

36._ The Worklng Group recognlzed that the classification of imports
by consumer goods, intermediate goods and capital goods presented..
problems for the nathnal-accountant, and that established lists of

the relative shares of these various items would be useful in splitting
many of them. An exchange of experience among countries concerningl _

the way of establishing these shares was recommended.

37. The Group found that the problem of determlnlng government

1mporte was dlfflcult in many African countrles, although some countrles
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did have information on this-point. Lt also considered briefly the -
problem of durable consumer goods and the implications of considering

more of them than was the present practice as capital goods.

Commerce and transport

38, The Group considered that in many couniries indirect estimates
of the production value of these sectors through mark-ups was-the -

- procedure adopted. For planning purposes the two industries should .

-i-be separated, becausein the initial stages of planning some ‘of the

most -concrete plans referred to. transport. The Working Group also
discussed the problemn of determining directly the production value: . -
and value- added of -Tready rail, air, river and coastal transport and
found that for.some countrigs in the region special difficulties were
encountered in estimating road transport, while rail, air and main-
coastal. transport wre the easiest to estimate. Bills of loading were -
obtained in some countries in order to estimate the product of small-
scale coastal transport, wnile loading capacity, age of vehicles

and price per ton—&m were taken 1nto account 1n many countrles to

estimate the producu of 1orr1es, buses and tax1s.

39. The way in which direct data on trade could be obtalned L

depended on the economic structure of each Country. The licénc1ng
of traders helped in 1dent1fy1ng ‘them ahd in obtalnlng the pertlnent
information. Otherwise censuses of dlstrlbutlon would be of great 1
help in establlshlng bench—mark year estimates for the dlstrlbutlonu‘

sector.
Government

40. The Group stressed the 1mportance of mechanical equipment
in re-class1fy1ng government acnounts. It also agreed that it

should be the Statlstlcal Offlce that did the actual re—classlflcatlon
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work, sinece  this office waas most inferested in thes re-
classified information and therefore could direct the work better

than any other organization.

41. The Working Group considered briefly the procblem of extraciting
figures for gcivernment enterprises from the .account of general
government. It found that while the international recommendations
were clear on the point of separating general goveranment from govern—
ment enterprises, there were problems of practical application in
pumerous cases which would have to be solved by each individual

country.

Other services

42, This represented & heterogeneous collection of industries. For
some of them information was readily available, like for insiance
banking. For others, consumptions or production per unit multiplied
by the corresponding number of units would have to serve, although

this was considered an inadequate measure.

43 The Qroup found that the quastion ef the production boﬁndary‘
arose here with particular urgency. How far should one go in including
various types of services, like, for instance, water carriers, etc.?.
The need for a special meeting to. consider the coverage and valuation

of these services was again stressed.

44, The Working Jroup considersd the problem of obtaining separate
figures for the industry of tourism. Tourism by non-residents as
weil as by residents was found to be important in many,'ifrby far
net in aii.éfiiéaniq;untries. It dédided.that the presegﬁ;pfdgeduré
of obtaining éstimates of non-resident toﬁrist expendifﬁre from fhe

balance of payments or by multiplying assumed expenditures by estimated
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number of tourists was adequate for the non-resident and usually
sconomically most important part of the ssctor. For the resident
part of tourism no definite solution was Ifcurnd, although family

lwing surveys could givera lead.

45, The Group cecided that wncrganiged ot traditional commerce
ought to be inoluded in the distribution sector rather than uncer

other services. #lth regard to the treatment of financial intermediairks
the Group found. that the international recommendations were adequate

for the purposes of the region, zlithough it was recognized that
country practices might vary and therefore might have to be modified

in order to achieve internationzl comparability.

Wages and prefits

46, Since some countries of the region build up their estimates

of value zdded as the sum of wages and salaries and profits, and mogt
others also calculate separately wages and salaries the Working Group
considered these estimates briefiy. 1t was found that family budget -
studies, operating accounts of ernterprises, special surveys and tax
returns were the main sources of figures of wages and salaries, which

were on the whole satisfactory. .

4T. - As far as profits were concerned, the Group found that there
were difficulties in using company statements since their profit
concept differed from that of natiocnal accounting. In some countries,
satisfactory direct estimates of profits were difficult at the present

stage of statistical development.

Estimates at constant prices

48. Aithough'constanf price estimates are at present relatively

soaToe in African countries, the Working'Group agreed that. snchk

3

-y
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estimates were very useful for planning purposes. However, the Group

found that deflation of balanced sccounts, like the account for uses

~and resources by commodity group, which were used in many African

countries presented formidable problems: The only method of deflation
which had been found practically possible for such accounts was to

apply the same composite price index for all -items.,

49, The Group agreed that a series for total domestic product.at.
constant prices could best be obtained by. deflating the main -
components. of. domestic e;pegditgre by means.of appropriate price
ana volume indexes. It recognized that the base year chosen might.
be_importeqt_for the movements .in the resulting series for total
domestio‘pro@uct,_particglar}y in-countries where the structure..

of the economy was. subjeat to rapid changes. .

Publication, accuracy and timeliriess of the estimates

5C. The Working Group agreed that a full analytical description
of the estimates coagfﬁea'ﬁith'es-eoﬁﬁierelﬁotes-to tables as
possible were iridispersable for-the users. Even so, it found that
the best and most cautious presentdtion possible could not
completely prevent misuse o the-figures since many people looked -

at the tables alone and did not study the ‘text.

51l. Tables presented 1n percentageibrm Were agreed to be useful

for purposes of 1nternat10nal oomparlsons, because of the dlfflculty

“of flndlng an exchange rate Wthh corresponds to reallty.

52. The Group agreed that it would have been useful to have some
criteria for the indication of the accuracy of the various component
parts of the estimates in terms of approximate margin of errors.

It was, however, found that such criteria would recessarily have to

be subjective and no general recommendation could be given on this point.
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53. The timeliness of the publication of the estimates was found

to be a function of staff resdiurées and the'time ‘the bssic information
became available. The moré up-to-date the published estimates were,
the more useful they were to the users and this would‘again strengthen
the statisticians in their claim for morTe resoﬁrces.

Revisions o

54. The Working‘Group agreed that ‘major revisions of estimates or
back years were occa31onally necessary because new information became
available in censuses oT surveys. Also, it was usually necessary to
rev1se the most reoent estlmates as more complets background information
appeared. However, too frequent rev1s1ons due solely to changes in
concept or because new staff Wlth different 1deas were in charge of .

the estimates should be av01ded as far as_p0551ble.

V. Planning and national accounts

55a In discuSsing to what extent the preseht hatienal accounts
estimates were adequate for plannlng purposes, the Working Group found
that there were great ‘differences in the stage to ‘which planning

had been developed in the various countrles of the region, and no

single answer could be’ glven to the questlon of the adequacy of the
present estimates for planning purpcmes. Therefore, the Working

Group felt that = -regional meeting of African’planners and statistié¢ians
would be very useful and recommended. that susk a méeting be held

in the near future.
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AGENDA
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Election of the Chairman
Adoption of the Agenda

Sxperimentation with the use of the Intermediate System of

National Accounts in selected African countries

Review of the methods of national accounts estimation actually usad

in African countries snd difficulties encountered
The adequacy of the Present national accounts for planning purpoze.

Adoption of the report
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Countrj/f@yé "~f,. ;. | . Name and title/Nom et titre

ETHIOPIA/ETHIOPIE - = . - . Mr. Wang Ke-Chiang ' -
R Senior Statistiecian
Central Statistical Office
P.0. Box 1143
Addis Ababa

FRANCE oo e oo - .. Mr. Marc Gabriel
e e et e TS Administrateur
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OPENING SPEECH FOR NATiCNAL‘ABCOUNTS MEETING

Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Executive Secretary and the Secretariat of
our Commission, I should like to welcome you to Addis Ababa and to
this Working Group on national accounts, which is-the fifth working
group on varlous aspects of the subject which has been convened under
the ausplces of the Economic Comm1ss1on For Africa., Many of you have
participated in one or more of the previous meetlngs, s0 that you

are well acguainted with the work of “tHe Commission in this field.

The Third Conference of Afriéan Sfétisticiaﬁs recommended that
this working group be convened in order to discﬁss and evaluate the'
results of an experlmentatlon with the 1ntermed1ate system of national
accounts in some selected African countrles. The results are embodled
in nine draft chapters of a "Handbook oﬁ»na+1ona1 accounts for Africa,
which you have before you. You will see there that the amount of data
available within the framework of the intermediate system varies
considerably from country to country. The additiondl important task
of determining the:usefulness'and'signi?iCance of the available data
is extremely difficult and is largsly dependert on the detail of
information available about methods of estimation. Also on this point
there are large variations among the various country chapters.

During your discussion of fﬁe'fésults of thé experimentation
with the intermediate system it would be useful to béar in mind
that a thorough-going'réViéioh of the main international standard

in the field, namely the United Nations System of Naticnal Accounts

1t it b
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(the SNA) is now under Wway. An expert group is meeting in New York

at this moment in order to undertake the first round of this revision.
The proposals they will study for the new and extended SNA contain
features which include a number of the central ideas of the intermediate
system and there will be an early opportunity for us in Africa to
discuss the report of that expert group and the adaptation of the new

SNA to our conditions.

The second peint that I suggest for your consideration during
this meeting is that you should be fully aware of your capacity as
eXperts, and experts in a numerical minority, in view of the immense
size of our continent and the multitude of needs and problems, whose
solution for the Africa of tomorrow depends on the quality of your
efforts and work. This coméels us to make a sacrifice in this connexion,
to practice self-denial, and réqéﬁmends each of us not to plead here
a national cause,'but generously to pool our experience for the benefit

of a joint technical objective.
R ) .

It is also hoped that you will discuss during the wesk some of
the main difficulties actually met in national accounts estimation by
African countries to-day and some of the chief lakunae in the estimates.
This might lead to imrortant recommenda*ions about the mainftypes of
basic statistics which are in most urgent need of development and thus
tie in with the efforts to establish integrated programmes of statistical

development.

At the same time, the analysis of the existing estimates might
lead the group to conclusions about their adeguacy for various
purpeses. Some of the-participants may, for instance, have had

experience which serves to throw light on the usefulness of the
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estimates for social and economic cevelopnent planning and the group
may in this way reach conclusions as to the most urgent improvements
needed in order to make the estimates more suitable for various

practical purposes,

From what I have said, it is quite clear that you will have
many things t0 discuss and I hops that your deliverations will result
in concrete and useful conclusions. I wish you every success in your

discussions.
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