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A. Follow-up on ECA resolution 446(XVII) of April 1982 and Executive

Summary of Report of the ECA/UNSO/UNEP/ETMA Regional Workshop on

Combating Desertification in Africa (document E/ECA/ENV/7, 30 pp.)

Khartoum, Sudan, 23-28 October, 1982

1. ECA resolution 446(XVII) on Combating Desertification in Africa was

adopted at the ninth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers at Tripoli,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya in April 1982. One of the first follow-up actions
undertaken by the secretariat was to present the review paper (E/ECA/CM.8/
21/Rev.l) on:Combating Desertification in Africa which promoted the resolution,

for a more detailed discussion by environmental experts at the first meeting

of the joint Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and
Environment, held at ECA, Addis Ababa, 23 June to 2 July 1982. At the same
time, a bilaterally funded, inter-agency co-operation project was launched

by ECA, starting with an ECA/UNEP/UNESCO joint mission to the Kalahari Desert
region. The joint mission was funded by the Swedish International Development

Authority (SIDA) for three consultants, one selected by ECA, another selected
by UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere Programme from its Integrated Project on

Arid Lands (IPAL) at Tunisia and the third was selected by UNEP. The team
visited five countries (Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Tanzania and Zimbabwe)
in the Kalahari Desert area from 6 June to 9 July 1982 in order to assess the
state of desertification and drought in the area, survey land use practices
and resource management, evaluate national institutions and manpower capabilities
to monitor, assess and manage the desertification process, and suggest strategies

for involving the local population in combating desertification,

2. The joint mission report (E/ECA/ENV/5) prepared by the team served as an ■

ECA input to a regional seminar organized under the project later. The mission

report noted that the Kalahari Desert region was not as vulnerable as the
Sudano-Sahelian region to drought and desertification since most parts of the
countries in the region had more than average rainfall and sub-humid climate with
small areas of arid and semi-arid lands. The five countries visited in the region
(Botswana, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Tanzania) by the joint mission
had established institutional mechanism for drought relief and rehabilitation

as the periodic cycles of drought had resulted in decreased productivity over

the years. All of the countries had some kind of an action plan to combat
desertification involving national programmes on soil conservation, afforestation,

water resources development and range management. In a few countries, combating
drought and desertification is reflected in the national development plan as
indicated by Botswana's'. Tribal Grazing Land Policy and its Arable Land Development

Programme; Lesotho's Blueprint for Agricultural Development; and Tanzania's
and Mozambique's villagisation programmes for resettling, of excess population

from the urban areas.

3. The main causes of desertification identified by the joint mission in the
Kalahari Desert region were: deforestation for fuelwood energy sources; ecological
pressure on the arid lands resulting from over-population, over-grazing and over
stocking of cattle; soil degradation and erosion, with waterlogging, salinization
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and alkalination in poorly managed irrigated soils. The mission pointed out
particularly that some of the countries were showing "extreme degrees of ecological
collapse" as a result of severe land degradation accentuated by intermittent
drought. The mission report expressed the quality of the human environment in
these words:

"The dimensions of human distress are that the decline in soil
productivity has resulted in general material impoverishment
of most of the rural population who depend on land for a living;
but even more serious is the fact that ecological deterioration*
has led to an emergence among Lhe rural populations of a class
of poor peasants who are landless or without a means
of livelihood and, therefore, live barely above the minimum
subsistence level".

4. Finally, the joint mission made several recommendations for the development
of strategies (policies, action plans, programmes and projects) to improve land
and resources degradation within the context of appropriate socio-economic
measures to facilitate their implementation. For example, in introducting

technical measures to combat desertification, there must be supporting socio-
economic considerations relating to population control, off-farm job alternatives,
legislative and law enforcement measures to protect the environment, environmental
education to promote public participation and environmental training for manpower
development to combat desertification.

5. In summary, the joint mission made recommendation for the development or
strengthening of:

(i) climatic data collection and analysis for drought and flood
surveillance as early warning system for farmers in the region;

(ii) national infrastructural machineries and regional co-operative
institutions to combat desertification;

(iii) schemes and projects on large-scale afforestation, agro-

forestry, alternative sources of energy to fuelwood, range
management for diversification, destocking and integration

with crop farming, water resources harvesting and management;

(iv) environmental education for mass public participation, for
social reform to facilitate destocking and adoption of
alternative means of livelihood in arid lands including
resettling programmes;

(v) manpower training on problems of the environment to manage

national activities connected with an action plan, programmes
and projects on combating desertification.
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6. Further follow-up action on ECA resolution 446(XVII) was the ECA/UNSO/

UNEP/ETMA Regional Workshop on Combating Desertification in Africa held at

Khartoum, Sudan, 23-28 October, 1982. The joint regional workshop on Combating

Desertification in Africa was the final activity in the bilateral co-operation

project mentioned above, which also involved funding by the United Nations

Sudano-Sahelian Office to provide travelling funds for participants in the

19 countries in the Sudano^Sahelian region to participate in the workshop.

The project also involved the bSAID-sponsored Environmental Training and

Management Programme for Africa (ETNL-.) which is a collaboration between

three United States of American universities (with a base at Clark University)

and a few African universities to solve environmental programmes in Africa,

ETMA provided substantial technical inputs such as case studies, reference

papers on desertification activities in Africa with particular reference to

eastern and southern African as well as financial inputs for participants in

the latter region outside the Sudano-Sahelian region, to attend the workshop.

7. The purpose of the regional workshop was to assess the state of implementa

tion of the UNCOD Plan of Action to Combat Desertification in the countries

of the Sudano-Sahelian region as well as those in the Kalahari desert region,

focussing on the difficulties encountered in implementing national programmes.

A further objective was to evaluate specific case studies and to develop

strategies to make use of successful activities to enhance the national

capabilities of the member States to combat desertification. Much emphasis

was placed on a practical approach for an experience of routine activities

connected with desertification control. For example, a day field trip was

organized and illustrated talks with audio-visual aids were delivered by

various collaborating United Nations organs (UNEP, UNSO, ECA), specialized

agencies (FAO, UNESCO, WHO), intergovernmental (OAU) and non-governmental

organizations (USAID/ETMA and IUCN). Special mention must be made of the
contribution of the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation of the Government

of the Sudan and ttie Institute of Environmental Studies at the University

of Khartoum who assisted the ECA Environment Co-ordination Office in organizing

the workshop locally. The secretariat also took note of their technical

contributions towards the practical nature of the workshop by the various case

studies given on desertification control in the Sudan and for organizing the
day field trip to a model village in the desert - Sheikh El Sidiq in the White

Nile Province, to show conservation of forests and soils, and proper land

use management based oh traditional customs and practices, backed by law.

8. Besides the day field trip and the five case studies on desertification
activities (three in the Sudan, Mauritania, Kalahari Desert mission report)

presented at the workshop, the participants attending the workshop from 13

countries in the Sudano-Sahelian region and the Kalahari Besert region, presented
country reports on the status of the implementation of an action plan, including

future activities planned to combat desertification in their countries.
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9. The collaborating organizations delivered the following talks (sometimes

illustrated} on their activities: UNEP on its global activities to combat

desertification; WMO on the effect of climate on drought and desertification;

UNESCO-MAB on the Integrated Project on Arid Land (IPAL) in northern Kenya;

UNSO on its activities in the Sudano-Sahelian region; FAO on its global activities

on agricultural and forestry development in arid lands as well as its Ecological

Management of Arid and Semi-Arid Rangelands Programme (EMASAR); USAID/ETMA on

its environmental activities in the Sahel and in southern and eastern Africa and

ECA on the joint mission to the Kalahari Desert region. From the discussions that

followed, it was observed that the following points have to be taken into account

in combating desertification in Africa:

(i) that there was not enough scientific evidence and meteorological

support for a presumed 30-year cycle of Sahelian drought in

Africa to enable governments and international organizations

to make contingency plans in arid land countries;

(ii) some development activities connected with desertification

control in arid lands may have deleterious effects, for

example, building of feeder roads in the desert can open up

new areas for fuel wood exploitation and deforestation, hence

the need for proper follow-up and management activities,

especially in the use of fuel-efficient stoves, the use of

water holes and so on;

(iii) deforestation through fiielwood collection and shifting

cultivation are the main causes of desertification resulting

froni soil degradation; but there is no immediate panacea since

more than 80 per cent of energy sources in Africa still come

from fuelwood and charcoal, and urban population pressure is

disrupting the traditional system of shifting cultivation through

limited fallow. Kence, alternative sources of energy (solar,

biogas and wind) should be developed, coupled with adequate

fallowing periods in the traditional farming systems;

(iv) the socio-economic conditions and cultural traditions of

: the local population must be taken into account when promoting

anti-desertification programmes involving environmental

education and manpower training for public participation.

For example, this is most important when recommending a

change in livestyle to adopt alternative occupations in

degraded rural areas; for carrying out destocking of cattle

to control over-grazing in marginal lands; for diversification

and integration of cattle grazing with crop farming; and for

combining agricultural with forestry activities in agro-forestry

practices';
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10. Furthermore, the discussions on the field trip, the five case studies

and the eleVen country reports on combating desertification,in Africa revealed

various problem areas, summarized below:

(i) the use of desert shrubs (Acacia species) as fencing to contain

cattle, to:enclose farms with cereals and to prevent goat,

browsing on tree-species in forest nurseries, was a wasteful
practice contributing towards deforestation and soil degradation.

Alternative fencing materials as bamboo or sisal hemp plants

were recommended for use instead;

(ii) the practice of cutting down bush in arid lands to eradicate
tse-tse flies by destroying their resting places and natural

habitats, was also wasteful and deleterious. The use of
suitable insecticides for tse-tse fly control coupled with

wildlife and livestock monitoring for inimical effects

was recommended;

(iii) the practice of shifting cultivation in the sub-tropics though
useful in the humid tropics with adequate fallow, should b^e

coupled with measures to rejuvenate the soils of arid lands
through introduction of nitrogen-fixing legume trees during

the fallow period. The practice of rotation of crops where

cereals are grown for 4-5 years in the gum belts of the Sahel

when the gum trees have been coppiced, is recommended where
possible, \n order to rejuvenate the gum trees (Acacia.Senegal and
Acacia Sayal) for increased production and for the improvement

and conservation of the sandy soil in arid lands;

(iv) to facilitate the implementation of anti-desertification . .

measures in Africa, alternatives should be provided for the

local population most affected; for example, the alternatives
for fuelwood'use can be fuel-efficient stoves or alternative

sources of energy; for destocking of cattle to prevent over

grazing, promotion of marketing facilities with adequate profits;
-for crop farming .in degraded areas, fishing, harvesting.of minor

j".';■■".forest;products (gums, oils), agro-forestry practices may be
substitutes for a sustainable livelihood; ■ . ' , ■

(v) in promoting tree planting week as an anti-desertification national
programme, preliminary work should be done on raising environmental

consciousness in the public for an appreciation of the value of
trees so that follow-up action can be taken by the local population
to care for the growth of the seedlings and young trees into

maturity;: ,
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the

B.

Cii)

(v)

(vi)

the use or mass communication systems to promote public awareness
: for desertification control may be ineffective asthe 80 per cent

01 the population who live in African rural areas generally have
little access to radio, TV, newspapers, cinema, advertisements and
posters. Hence, full use must be made of traditional waTof
communications such as village gatherings for discussion of

problems, at celebrations in dancing and music and during annual
agricultural shows, to disseminate desertification information!

neeTfori ^ ^^ recommendations °f the workshop centred around

(i) creating institutional machineries for subregional and regional
co-operation m combating desertification in Africa; glOim

plans> Programmes and
projects for desertification control;

(lll) measures^r°ViSiOn °f alternatives t0 desertification control
(iv) for exchange of information on successful experiences

measures research findings on drought-resistant species for
desertification control;

for development of environmental training courses for manpower
to implement national programmes and projects to combat
desertification; and

financial ^stance through bilateral sources to
ppt government national budgetary allocations for anti-

desertification measures. These are the areas where future
action on combating desertification in Africa will be
concentrated.

Executive Summary on Report of Meetin
erts from Governments and

the Scientific Communit
a Programme of Action for Environmental

Nairobi, Kenya, April 1983

==
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Brazzaville Meeting of Experts on Environmental Problems in Africa in 1976;

the various conferences and in-service training workshops in environmental

education held for teachers in various African capitals from 1978-1982 by
UNESCO; and the ECA/UNEF pilot project and joint mission undertaken to four
African countries in April 1982 to implement UNEP Governing Council decision
9/20D of May 1931 on the possibility of establishing a regional institution

for environmental education and training in Africa.

13 The Report of the Meeting (UNEP/V/G.87/4) summarizes the General
Discussion after twelve experts have presented review parsers requested by
UNEP on "Review of envircnir^ntt;! education and training in Africa" and
another nine experts had presented similar review papers on "Trends, needs
and priorities for environmental education and training in Africa". In

general the discussion pointed out that;

m Most environmental problems were country-specific and so, these
would dictate the governmental objectives of environmental education
within which the contents, materials, information exchange and

degree of sensitization for the community can be built;

(ii) The curricula modules for environmental education courses should
adopt an interdisciplinary approach to facilitate a holistic view

in solving environmental problems;

(iii) African socio-cultural aspects should be an important component

in environmental education s/sterns especially since native languages

and culture are ingrained in the local environment;

(iv) Regional co-opeTaticn was necessary for the dissemination of
environmental educational information and for the distribution

of relevant materials fcr use by the local news media, for mass

campaigns and for national training programmes;

O) Research in environmental education should be relevant to
elucidating natural environmental phenomena and to solve local

problems for environmental protection,

14 The adopted Programme of Action for Environmental Education and Training
in Africa forms an Annex to the Report fUNEP/WG.87/4). It comprises of three
sections, the first is the background, the second deals with the framework
of the Programme of Action and the third is on the proposed activities. The

background to the Programme of Ac ".ion deals with UNBP's mandates as well as
the perception by the African experts of the meaning of environmental education
and training during pre- and post-independent Africa. In the next section,

the objectives and strategies for the Programme of Action are stated within
a developmental framework comprising of institutional arrangements and
net-working, curriculum renewal, training and research for environmental
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towards environments ly-soSnd sooUZclnZlc

SeCti°" °f the Pro?ramme of Action deals with

E

Africa

CD Development of EET at all levels - by mannower and
mtrastructural surveys;

(ii) Identification and collection of instructional materials and
cevelopment of resource centre for EET; ™,riais and

(iii) Strengthening of teacher education and training in EET;

(iv) Incorporation of environmental components into training
programmes for professionals; "

(v) Sensitization of decision-makers and professionals to
incorporating environmental concerns in policy-making;

(vi) Development of manpower for and research in EET at university level;

(vii) Incorporation of environmental components into national
education systems;

(viii) Promotion of environmental awareness among African youths
especially for conservation; and 7°utns,

(ix) Publication and exchange of information on EET in Africa.
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UNEP Industry and Environment Series. The meeting provided a forum for
the exchange of knowledge.on existing practices and experience on environmental
impact assessment (ElA) in Africa, and for the discussion of the suitability
of the UNEP Guidelines to the African situation.

17. In introducing the UNEP Guidelines, it was noted that EIA involved the
following three processes., namely institutional procedures-, methodology and
techniques:- 'x:

(i) Elements of institutional, procedures can include: the establishment
of institutional machineries such as a Regulating Agency for
managing the environment and a Review Office to conduct or

co-ordinate EIA studies; promulgating of appropriate legislation
and standards; provision of adequate budget; and defining the role
of the public in the EIA process;

(ii) The methodological components for EIA can include: initial screening
of. projects; preliminary EIA full assessment (EIA), should there be
a need; a report of the results of an EIA in a form which is both
relevant, concise, meaningful and understandable to the decision-
makers and to the community which will be affected by the project;
EIA should include both physical environmental impacts as well as

the impacts on the socia-economic environment,, with provisions to .
translate the former into socio-economic terms for the appreciation
of the layman;

(iii). The techniques for the full assessment involve the setting up of
a high calibre multidisciplinary team by the Review Office for the
collection and collation of base-line data available at national
institutions, and undertaking selective field surveys for taking
measurements; identification of the impacts can be, "by process/^
activities flow-charts (input/output), or by simple checklists, or
by interacting matrices; tools for predicting the environmental
effects can also be simple or complex, as;in the use of physical and
mathematical models with data banks for storage of information; in

dealing with baseline data relating to the socio-economic environment
which are subjective value judgements as against the objective,

measureable data obtainable in the physical environment, there is

the need to maximize the quality of the baseline information while
optimizing the quantity. ;

18. The discussion raised the following points, in the African situation

which were amplified during the presentation of 17 country experiences of
assessments of environmental impacts of local industries:

(i) In some African countries, difficulties may arise about the
independence of the Review Office in effectively carrying out
its duties, especially when the government is the developer,
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however the Review Office can maintain its independence by

taking regard of the objectives of the various government

ministeries concerned with the environment (health, agriculture,

industry, mining, human settlements, etc.;);

(ii) In most cases, the most that an EIA process can achieve is to

check en the choice of technology or the use of alternative raw

materials for environmentally-sound development, as the conditions

for accepting the industrial project is a fait accompli;

(iii) For a most efficient EIA, the Review Office must gradually build

up a national dossier of experts for the multidisciplinary team

to examine baseline data, alternative sites, process options and

major affected interests for the EIA report;

(iv) In the majority of African countries, private industrial investors

enjoy certain benefits such as tax-free importation of industrial
machinery and most of them shortcircuit the system by incorporating

a preliminary EIA in the project submission; since the EIA study .

overlaps the feasibility study of a project for its financial,

commercial and economic analysis, the methods and techniques for
EIA study should be examined and discussed to remove conflicts

with those for Cost Benefit Analysis;

(v) It was noted that information on industrial technology to assist
African countries in the process of integrating environmental

considerations into industrial development activities was available

at UNEP's INFOTERRA and other Information Data Banks at UNESCO,

UNIDO, ILO, WHO; UNEP's IRPTC, GEMS, and Industry and Environment

Office publications; ECE Low- and Non-Waste Technology; and UNEP/
WHO Handbooks on Environmental Health Criteria for certain toxic

pollutants.

19. After a day field trip to a local industry - the Ethiopian Tannery at

Mojo, the workshop ended by making a strong recommendation to African

Governments to immediately take precautionary measures for environmental
protection in industrial development, taking into account the observations
already made on the use of the UNEP Guidelines in the African situation.

D. Review of the Implementation of UNCOD Plan of Action to Combat

Decertification (1984): fhe role of ECA, UNSO and UNEP in the

Africa region

20. UNEP Governing Council decision 9/22A of May 1981 (paragraph 4) requested
that preparations be made for the first general assessment of progress in
1984, in the implementation of the United Nations Conference on Desertification s

(UNCOD!s) Plan of Action to Combat Desertification. A work plan was drawn
up by the Inter-Agency Working Group (IAWG) on Desertification which usually
meet twice a year, in order to prepare the various documents for the seven
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year review (1977-1984). Three preparatory activities are of particular
relevance to the ECA region where, as pointed out elsewhere in this progress
report, almost 70 per cent of the African countries of which 24 are Least
Developed (LDCs), are affected or threatened by drought and desertification.

2l',J^G/ttivity f°r the Seven year review is the compilation of a Compendium
of United Nations projects and programmes to combat desertification, in which
the various activities being carried out by ECA, UNSO, UNEP, UNESCO, FAO are
listed for the Africa region, /mother preparatory activity being undertaken
by UNEP ana UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB), is the up-dating
of four country case studies, namely for Chile, Niger, Pakistan and Tunisia,
two of whicn are in the Africa region. Finally, for the regional assessment
of desertification activities, UNEP despatched a 32 item questionnaire to all
affected countries in each region of the world. For the Africa region, UNSO
assessed the completed questionnaires received from the 19 Sudano-Sahelian
countries under its mandate, UNEP did the five northern Saharan countries
and ECA was given a one work/month consultancy by UNEP to assess ten countries
m eastern and southern Africa (Kalahari Desert) region. The consultants' reports
are being evaluated ana compiled by UNEP for the Executive Director's Report
to the twelftn session of its Governing Council. To complete the picture, a
Desertification Information Campaign will be promoted by UNEP and all the
member organizations of the Inter-Agency Working Group on Desertification
will publish suitable articles on desertification control in their regular
bulletins, newsletters and periodicals.

E- Follow-up on ECA resolution 473fXVIII) of April 1983 - Preparations for
the Scientific Round Table Conference on the Climatic Situation and
Drought in Africa, Addis Ababa. 20-25 February

22. The five year (1968-1973) Sahel Drought which devastated the agro-pastoral
economy in the Sudano-Sahelian region, was confined mainly to about 15 countries
in the region. It awakened world consciousness to the problem of drought and

.f^ilflCatl°n and resulted in the United Nations Conference on Desertification,
(UNCOD) in 1977. Now at the beginning of the 1980s, drought is spreading over
sub-humid Africa whilst desert encroachment continues unabated over the semi-
arid anc and countries in Africa to the extent that 34 countries are now
seriously threatened by either or both, of which 24 are considered to be
Least Developed Countries. The impact of drought on the already fragile
economy of the LDCs cannot be over-emphasized at this stape. However it
was the compelling factor for the ECA member States to adopt resolution
473(XVIII) at the last Conference of Ministers in April 1983.

23. ECA resolution 473(XVIII) urged the secretariat to organize a Special
Scientific Round Table Conference on the Climatic Situation and Drought in
Africa and to report to the next (19th) session of the Commission in April
1984. The Rouna Table should examine the causes, periodicity and trends if
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any, of drought in Africa and to propose short-, medium-, and long-term

measures to deal with the problem. The entire United Nations system was

requested by the resolution to collaborate with the Commission in this
activity.

24. For the preparation of the Scientific Round Table Conference planned

for 20-25 February 1984, an inter-agency meeting was held at WMO, Geneva

on the 25 July 1983. The meeting agreed that two other inter-agency meetings

were necessary, one on the climatic aspects of drought and the other on the

impact of drought on socio-economic activities. And so, a meeting of Experts

on Climatic Aspects of Drought was held at WMO, Geneva, 6-7 October 1932.

The report of the meeting presented the current scientific knowledge and

climatic trends on drought, without any commitment towards forecasting

drought occurrence. Later on, on 13-16 December 1983, UNEP organized a

Multidisciplinary Meeting on the Impact of drought on the Socio-economic

Systems in Africa, at its headquarters in Nairobi. The basic working document

E/ECA/5NV/13 was presented by ECA at the meeting. The consolidated documents

of the\ United Nations system will be discussed at the Scientific Round Table

'Conference in addition to contributions from international organizations
(NGOs and IGOs) as well as from invited African Government experts.

F. Environmental Co-ordination and Management in the ECA region:
Harmonization of the ECA Work Programme on Environmental Hatters

with UNEP SWMTEP Programme Budget for the 1984-1985 biennium

25. The ECA .Programme of Work and Priorities for 1984-1985 biennium (document ■

E/ECA/CM'.9/S}-:wBs'-approveji by the ninth meeting of the ECA Conference of
Ministers in April 1983. The document contains the Environment in Africa programme

as well as other programme areas such as industry, human settlement, energy,

food and agriculture, education and manpower training, natural resources (water,

minerals, marine), science and technology, social development, statistics,

population, trade, all of which can have environmental considerations to be

taken into account in the planning and implementation of projects. The UNEP

System-Wide Medium-Term Environment Programme (SWMTEP) Budget for.the 1984-1985

biennium was adopted by the UNEP Governing Council at its eleventh session as
document UNEP/GC.11/7.

26. The SWf.fTEP document was an inter-agency effort by the Designated

Officials on Environmental Matters (DOEM) reflecting programme elements in

10 programme.areas for implementation with or without support of the UNEP

FUND. The main programme areas in wWMTEP are: (i) Environment and Development

which covers the integrated approach, energy, industry, transportation and

environmental law programme elements; (ii) Environmental Awareness (environmental

education, training, information, INFOTERRA, Data and State of the Environment

Reports); (iii) Earthwatch including Outer Limits and Global Environmental

Monitoring System (GEMS); (iv) Oceans (regional seas programmes); (v) Water

(development and management); (vi) Terrestrial Ecosystems including tropical

forests, agricultural lands and use of chemicals, wildlife and protected areas,
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lithosphere); (vii) Arid and Semi-arid land ecosystems including Desertification
Control; (viii) Environmental Health and Human Settlements-j including the

Working environment; (ix) Arras and the Environment and (x) Regional and
Technical Co-operation.

27. The ECA Environment Section responsible for executing the Environment in
Africa programme with fifty per cent-financial support from the. UNEP FUND has
compiled the list in Annex I to harmonize the environmental programming
activities in the ECA Work Programme with related activities in UNEP SWMTEP
Programme■Budget for the 1934-1935 biennium for the Africa region. The

attention of.ECA member States is now drawn to Annex I for comments and

interest in any activity shown that may be of use to solve local environmental
problems.

G- Preparation of a Directory of National Environmental Specialists and
List of Institutions on Environmental Matters in Africa

28. The field of environmental assessment and management is relatively new
in Africa, at least not since Stockholm in 1972 has there been much attention
paid to this field in African developmental strategies. Even today, Africa
still lacks adequate -trained manpower at the middle-level echelon as well as
the high calibre professional staff to carry out environmental impact assess
ment, chemical and biological monitoring of the air, soils, water" and seas for
pollutants, food, drug and fodder contamination with toxic chemicals, conserva
tion and wise management of natural resources (water, minerals, forests,
woodlands, rarigelands, fisheries, wildlife etc.) for sustainable yield and
development, cost benefit analysis of impacts of industrial projects on the
environment, combating desertification, rehabilitating eroded or impoverished
soils and so on.

29. Since.most environmental problems require a multidisciplinary approach
for their solution which would involve the working together of ecologists,
development economists, agriculturists, medical and health experts, engineers,
geographers, sociologists, lawyers and several other disciplines, some

criteria should be agreed upon to determine the selection of national

environ ^ntal specialists! One could say that anybody with environment-

related training and who is actively involved in the attempt to solve the

problems of the environment, this would mean someone who understands the

reasons for maintaining the balance of nature for good environmental quality;
is actively involved at sometime or other with the protection of the environment
by publishing articles, implementing environmental projects, formulating
environmental policy, by incorporating environmental concerns into his daily

work, and is developing curricula and educational materials for environmental

education and training; deserves to be an environmentalist. Whether an environmentalist
is a specialist or not, would depend on the level of the performance. As such, the
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attached questionnaire in Annex II has been prepared for comment by member States

The adopted version would be sent to each African country for completion by

interested laymen and by professionals at universities, government ministeries

and research institutions, industrial corporations, who can satisfy the

selected criteria agreed upon at this meeting.

H. Follow-up on EGA resolution 412(XVI) of April 1981: Country Reports

from member States on the Development of Environmental Protection

Legislation in the ECA Region (document E/CN.14/ECU/5)

30. It will be recalled that at the last meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental

Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment held at Addis Ababa

28 June - 2 July 1982, document E/CN.14/ECU/5 renumbered E/ECA/ENV/3 as the

End-of-Froject Report to the joint ECA/UNEP project FP/1002-79-01(2000) on

Development of Environmental Protection Legislation in the ECA Region, was

presented at plenary but not discussed at the Environment Sub-committee as

the secretariat failed to produce the French version in time. However, the

English and French versions of the said document were distributed with the

report of the meeting to all participants in October 1982, whilst more copies

were sent out with the invitation letters and documents for this meeting.

31. The End-of-Project Report (E/CN.14/ECU/5) contains the recommendations

and guidelines for developing environmental protection legislation in the ECA

region, which were drawn up at a Seminar for Lawyers held at Addis Ababa,

29 September - 3 October 1980. The Report of the Seminar was adopted at

the seventh meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers held in Freetown,

Sierra Leone in April 1981 by its resolution 412(XVI) on Development of

Environmental Protection Legislation in the ECA Region. The resolution

412(XVI) draws the attention of ECA member States to the need for reviewing

their national legislation for environmental protection in the various sectors

of development identified by the legal experts and environmentalists at the

Seminar for Lawyers. At this second Joint Committee meeting, member States

have been requested to present brief country reports (4-5 pages) of national

activities being undertaken in order to implement ECA resolution 412(XVI),
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PREPARATION OF A DIRECTORY OF NATIONAL

ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALISTS AND LIST OF

INSTITUTIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS IN AFRICA

' ' ■ ■ THE.QUESTIONNAIRE

Please type or print, the following information concerning the above
and return by post to Environment Section, SDEHSD, United Nations ECA
P. O.-Box 3001, Addis-Ababa.

1. Name:

2. Address of Institution

3. 'Professional Qualifications: (i)

. .(state degree/diploma, year, f.

and place at which obtained) ''11-'

. (iii)

1 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ (iv).

4. Work Experience: - . . . (i)

(especially relating to ■ . .

environmental problems;

State place and period from -(ii)

to year)

•■•-... ... (iii)
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5. Research Experience: (i)

(what environmental

problems are you now

investigating or have

contributed towards the

solution within the past

decade, 1972-1982) (ii)

(iii)

6. Publications: (i)

(List 3 of relevance to

environmental problems,

stating the Title, Journal*s

name and page numbers,

and year of publication).

(ii)

(iii)
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7. Environmental Problems in Africa:

(Tick your areas of interest in this priority List based on the Lagos Plan of

Action (1980) and relevant resolutions).

(a) Environmental Health and Sanitation / 7 (o) Environmental Law and Policy / /
*

tb) Safe Drinking Water Management / 7 (p) Environmental Impact

Assessment / /

(c) Deforestation and conservation / 7

(q) Environmental Data and

(d) Soil erosion and degradation / 7 Statistics / /

(e) Desertification and Drought / / (r) Bush fires and woodland

conservation / /

(f) Marine Pollution and Resources

of the Sea / / (s) Environmental Aspects

of Tourism / /

(g) Conservation of natural resources / /

(t) Environmental Aspects

(h) Human Settlements problems / / of Transportation / /

(i) Chemical toxicity, pesticides and (u) Restrictive Trade

fertilizers / / Practices / /

(j) Mining and Site Rehabilitation / / (v) Poverty, underdevelopment

and Basic Needs / /

(k) Food and Drug contamination and

Toxicity / / (w) The Working Environment / /

(1) Pollution Control in Air, Water (x) Renewable Energy Sources / /

and Soils / /

(y) Arms and the Environment / /

(m) Waste Disposal in Industries / /

(n) Environmental Education and

Training / /

8. List of National Institutions: Name and Address of Institution: Areas:

(Give names and addresses of (i)

national institutions which

from your knowledge, are ,....

working on the above areas

in (7) and state areas). ,..-,




