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T, ,INTROEUCTION

" 1lo°  The® Iagcs Plan of Action does not devote a separate chapter or sectian to
inter-regional economLc and technlcal co—operat1on, nor is.the subject treated
explicitly in the Final § ' of’ lagoso _Resolved to adopt a far-reaching reglonal
approach based prlmari]y 4 collective self*rellance, the LagOS Plan naturally

‘lays greater stress cn nat;onal, subregicnal and regional co~operation than on
inter*regzonal copreratlona, ‘Nevertheless, implicitly or expllcxtly, the.. -signific-
ance of economic and technical co~cperation betWeen Afrpica and other world. regions

R Y the implemen»atlon of various aspects of the Plan does emerge, particularly in

; the context of third wo“ld solidarity.

20 Thus, in the implementation of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,
the Lagos Pian of Action explicitly asserts that member 3tates consider it
esgential to co~operate wilh other regions of the world in order to attain their
inlustrisl development chizctives: ard elsewhzre it asserts the need for fruitful
co-operation among membor Stules om the one hand, and between them and the other
__déveloping regions o the:other ‘hand, - Other explicit references appear in the
chapter on seience and technology in which it is stated, inter alia, that " -
machinery should.be provided for bilateral and multilateral co-operation: betWeen
African and third world -~ountries in a conscious effort to promote collective self=
reliance; and that carefully planned institutionalization of the learning-by-doing
process deserves serious attention, - African States should take a leaZ, as it were,
from the experjence of countrizs such as Japan, China, India, the Republxc of Korea,
Mexico and Brazil. The need for inter—rejional co—operatiow is also affirmed for
purposes of restructuving finsncial institutions for science and +e~hnology and of
establishing a thard HCMLd bank for science and technologyo
T

3e In the araa: Of 1n+erﬂataona1 trade and finance emphasis is laid on the need
for the systematic explovation and exploitation of trade and eccnomic co—operation
opporiunities with other developinp regions, and ECA and OAU are called upén to
give the necessary logistic.support to African countries in their negotiatians
with other countries: on such matters as GSTP; transnational corporations and -
the establishment of now African and world economic orders, which incl&de the
reform of the- 1ntemﬂatxona1 nonetary uystemu
. h» - These brlef.cztatlonu are enough for illustrative purposes, What follows is

a succinet summary of what actiom the secretariat has taken in pursuit of these
.objectives, c SR B
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II. ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL CO~OPERATION BETWEEN
AFRICA AND OTHER DEVELOPING REGIONS (ECDC AND TCDC)
Se Censideration of the role played by the ECA secretariat in the promotion

of inter—regional economic and technical co—operation must, therefore, be based
partly on the recognition that the Lagos Plan of Action, with its emphasis on
colleetive self-reliance and on internally-generated and self~sustained develop—
ment, does not place inter-regional ECDC and TCDC at the centre of the stage,
even though their significance is clearly recognized. In the face of limited
resources and the given priorities; activities in pursuit of inter-regional
economic and technical co~operation since the Plan was adopted have of necessity
‘somewhat been circumscribed and selective, For the most part they have in the
first place sought to forge closer co-operative links between Africa and Latin
America, not because other regions are less important but because it is impossible
with limited resources to advance oa all fronts at oncee Inter-regional TCOC and
ECDC betveen Africa and latin America is therefore described first, followed by
other illustrative cases of co—operation with other regions. .

As Co~gperation with latin America

6. The promotion of inter-regional ECDC and TCDC by the ECA secretariat is
carried out mainly in the context of co-operation with other regional commissions.
In partlcular. ‘co-operation between Africa and Latin America has been, and is-
‘being, carried out within the framework of a joint ECDC/TCDC programme between
. ECA and ECLA-

Te A significant milestone in the history of economic and techmical co-
operation beiween the States members of ECA and ECLA was the convening of the
Joint Meeting of Governmental Experts from Africa and Latin America on Economic
and Technical Co-operation, which took place in Addis Ababa from 1 to 4 June 1982.
The mecting was the culmination of a preparatory project executed jointly by ECA
~ and ECLA, with UNDP financial support, with the aim of enabling participants to
‘_adopf reccommendations on how to forge closer economic and technical co-operation
betwzen %he countries of the two regions, within the context of economic and
technical co~operation among developing countries. Attended by 27 Africam
countries, 10 latin American countries, and 10 observer delegations from the -
United Nations and other agencies, the meeting was a signal success. Having
considered the recommendations prepared jointly by the ECA and ECLA secretariats
on the basis of consultants’ reports, the meeting reached full agreement on
detailed action-oriented proposals for joint implementation in three priority
fields, namely, inter-regional trade, human reasources development and utilization
and science and technology for development, It also resolved, inter alia, to
establish an inter-regicnal consultative machinery to monitor the implementation
of the agreed recommendations,

8. Documents prepared for the meeting by six consultants working independently
in the two regions explored the existing and potential scope for TCDC arrangements
between Africa and Latin America in the three fields indicated. Available in
English, French and Spanish, these documents have added significantly to the as
yet thin stook of information available on the subject. The documents as well

as the repcrt of the joint meeting, have been published jointly by ECA and ECLA
for wide circulation throughout Latin America and Africa,.
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9. The ECA secretariat ‘has also been executing a project, funded by the
Netherlands, on trade expansion between Africa and Latin America, among other
developing regions. Begun in 1980, the project has entailed organizing missions
of African officials and espec1a11y businessmen from chambers of .commerce. to
various countries in Latin’ America and Asia‘ to examine the possibilities of
expanding trade and economic co-operation among them, taking into account the. .
1ist of products available on both sides as well as other pertinent considerations.
The. Latin American part of this project is being impIemented within the. framework
of the_joint ECA/ECLA programme adopted at the Addis Ababa meeting in June 1982,
In September 10¥2, BCA and ECLA had consultations concerning preparations for
a tour of latin American countries by African businessmen. .The resulft was that,
in October 1982, members of the Kenya Chamber of Commerce were able to visit
_ Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Colombiai ‘Further BECA/ECLA consultatiens held in
- Nevember 1982 after the mission ended have formed ‘the basis of ‘a-further joint
progect which is8' now under preparat1on, focusing ‘on-eéxtending business and
commcrc1al contacts and 1dent1fy1ng rele?ant products to be traded. :

‘10, In addltlon, the secretariat has taken steps to . promote co~operat10n :
between Africa and Latin America “in the field of ‘mihétral rescurces . development.
In Octcber~November 1982, African specialists in mineral resoufces development
made a tour, ¢f five latin American countries to study the organization, financing
and cp sration of Latin American mineral resources establishmentss Organized by
ECA in collaboratlon with ECLA, with f_nancial support from the United Nations
Trust ‘Fund for African Development, the mission included participants from nine
African countries, one participant from thé Eastern and -Southern: African Mineral
Resources Development Céntrée based if ‘Dodoma;, Ynited Republic of Tanzania, .and.
two staff members from the ECA Mineral Resources Unit,  During the study tour,

a workshop was organized 'in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, at which recommendations

were adopted for submission to Latin American and African Governments. Follow-up
action on these and other proposed.or on-going TCDC/ECDC activities between
irterested countries of the two regidns 'im ‘expected: to be takKen within the frame~—
work of the action programme which was adopted at the Joint Meeting of Govern—
mental Experts’ from Africa ‘and’ Llatin America on Economic and Technzcal COn
operatlbn held in- Addls Ababa in’ June 1982:‘-- : e _

11. Contacts organlzed ‘by the ‘BCA and ECLA secretarlats over the past two—tq-
three years have resulted in the inter-wégional meetings, missions, and the

'r—adoptlcn ¢f joint act1on recommendations already referred to. These vontacis

- will be’ cdntlnued and intensified, so as not to lose the momentum already galned.

" It has beén agreed, for example, that as a follow~up to the recent tour of Latin
American countries by African’ mineral‘resources devélopment spe¢ialists, a tour

of Africa by Latin American mineral resources development specialists should .
likewise be organized in the immediaté future with the assistance of the .ECLA
 secretariat. Further meetings; missions -and study tours in both'directians are

to be encouragedo The stage is now set for such activities to be planned’ and

_ carried ottt directly by the countries of ‘the” two regions on a .Government to
Government:, -or 1nstitut10n~to—cnst1tut:on basis, with or without the *ntermedlation
of the ECA and ECLA secretarzats¢ - :
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12. The two secretariats, for their pert, will continue to step up efforts to
give the maximum publicity to the joint action recommendations agreed to by both
sides. Already, the report of the Joint lMeeting of Governmeantal Experts from
Africa and latin America has been given the widest publicity throughout both
regions, and has also been brought to the attention of international donors and
development agencies, Information concerning opportunities for mutual co~
operation in the mineral resources sector is being disseminated in the same way.
It is expected that the Iatin American Governments and interested organizations

“"‘and persons, and their African opposite numbers, will also do their best to

spread the knowledge of TCDC and ECDC potential that has been revealed, or that
has yet to be uncovered, in addltion to taking concrete measures to exploit
those opportunities.

13. A specific recommendation agreed jointly by the two sides is that the
secretarlats, using their TCDC/BCDC Focal Points, should help to create an inter—
regional consultative machinery to monitor and follow up the implementation of
the joint action programme. The two secretariats are already taking initial
steps in this direection, They are holding consultations on the establishment

of an inter—regional consultative comaittee, which will be served by the two
secretariats, and which will consist of a selected number of interested countries
from the two regions. If present plans materialize, it is expected that the
inter-regional consultative committee will be operational by the end of 1983.

" The mineral resources experts recommended the establishment of working groups;
one for each region, to prepare a medium- or long—term action programme for
promoting co—operation in the mineral resources sectors These working groups

on mineral resources, or similar groups dealing with specialized sectors - e.g.
trade, science and technology, human resources, etce — can be established and
thelr activities organized and co~ordinated within the framework of the inter—
regional consultative machinery which is now being created.

B; Co-bEeration with Asia and the Arab Horld

14+ Turning to promotional activities by ECA on economic and technical co~
operation between Africa, Asia, and the Arab world, in recent years, the
secretariat has organized a number of contacts with India to enable member States
to learn from the Indian experience in the field of industrialization. For
example, in the case of potash fertilizers, ECA utilized in 1981 a grant of
$90,000 from the Netherlands Government to commission experts from India to under—
take a study on the exploitation, development and utilization of Zthiopian potash
for the benefit of the Eastern and Southern African subregional market. The study
was completed in November 1981 after iIndian consultants and a team of ECA staff
visited six African and seven Asian countries to collect information and to
ascertain their interest in the project in terms of equity holdlng and potash
purchases, Similar prefeasibility studies on pesticides and pharmaceuticals,
financed by a Nigerian grant of $99,180, were also carried out with the assistance
of Indian experts in collaboration with ECA staff. These studies have confirmed
that it is virtually impossible for African countries, with the possible exception
of the oil producing ones, given their extremely small markets, to produce and be
self=reliant in major pesticides and pharmaceuticals. Host African countries will
have to pool their resources, to undertake feasibility studies and to formulate
and execute their plans on a multinational basis in the framework of TCDC.



Z/ECA/CM~0/22/Sum are
Fage

'J't

15. The promotion of small-scale industries also received impetus in 1980

when ECA fielded study missions to India and to several African ccountrizac The
growth of small-scale industries appears to sulfer irom lack of 1niormut10n on
products to bz manufactured, availability of raw materdalsy ‘production technology,
equipment aupplﬁes, manpower requirements,. f1nanc1ng and’- marketlnga The" secretar1at
is assisting member countries to fill this gap, and hopesy im 1983, to publish .

a Dirsctory of project profiles containing this type of data if funds can be

secured for this purpose.

16. Economic and technical co—operation with India also promises to be fruitful
for the building materialz and construction industry in Africa.- DEVélopment in
this field tends to be hampered by inadequate knowledge of the chemical composi-
tion and utilization of available local raw materials,-igaorance of ' technological
development in building materials-and construction, anc the lack of quality ‘
control and standardizaticn. In 1981, a study tour to Iadia was organized under
the sponsorchip of the Indian Government to enable participants from various
African. countries. to benofit from the Tndian experience. The tour was followed
by a workshop which made recommendations to Govermments. Morecver an in~plant
training programme, alsc follcwad by a worksiiop, was orgenized for participants
from gix African countries. The knowledge acquired from these activities is now
being used to build up an information network for Afrlca in the building and
construction materials industry.

17. The Dutch supported project on trade expansion between Africa and other
developing regicns, .already referred to in''the context of co-operation with
Latin America, has also enabled the secretariat” to expand the scope of inter-—
regional co—aperation; by bringing Afrdicas countries into contact with countries
in Asia and the 'jiddle East.: This proje:t is stiil ongoin;. The experience
gaired in the course of such vislite znd study tours iz not limited to trade
promotion but is valuable in promoting ecchomic and technical co-operation
generally, .

18 Mention should also be made of inter-regional co-operation with the Arab
countries in the vse of outer—space technology. In June 1982 ECA hosted a meet—
ing on the subject, crganized jointly with ECWA. Fifteen countiies participated
in the meetings ThLe experts noted that remote sensing by satellite is a very
powerful tcol for pesource inveutery assessment, monitoring and development
planning, The countries of the two regions agreed therefove to develnn, =adant
and use this technology in their resource development efforts, In particular,
participants raw the need for the two regions to harmonize their negotiating
positions regarding orbit and frequency allocations. Concern vas expressed that,
when their countries were ready to place satellites in geo—stationary corbit,
frequencies and orbit allocations might not be available to satisfy their needs.
It was esscatialy theraetors. that wethods and procedurss he devised now to
guarantee all ccurtries equitable access to the geo-statiomary orbit. It was
expected that a regional satellite system would be used to transmit instructional
programmes in education, health and agriculture; as well as to improve tele—
communications by supplementing terresirial nelworks.
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19« The meeting recommended that an inter-regional satellite organization be
'set up to bring together the various existing space committees for communication
and direct broadcastlng. The need for experience=-sharing was underscored,
especially in view of the shortage of space communication specialists in the
developing regions. It was also felt that the proposed inter-regional satellite
organization could spearhead the development of indigenocus technology in the
manufacturing of small, inexpensive, rural receiving stations for educational
radio and television, and possibily also in the development of simple easy~to—
ma;ntaln solar energy power supplies. :

20. To strengthen Afro—Arab co~operation, the secretariat is undertaking studies
on ways of improving trade relations and increasing finanecial flows between African’
and Arab countries. Because of the shortage of resources, it has not been possible,
so far, to visit all the countries envisaged in the studies for data collection and
the necessary sensitization, When the studies are completed, hopefully in 1983, it
is expected that Afro—Arab meetings of experts and of ministers of trade will be
convened in late 1983 or early 1984 to consider their recommendations and map out
the course of future action., In this comnection, it is necessary that contacts -
established in recent years between ECA and BADEA be maintained and strengthened,
for the purpose of mobilizing financial resources from Arab countries in the
interests of Afro=Arab co=-operation.

ITI. CONCLUDING REMARKS

21e It is clear that the activities carried out by member States in the field
of inter-regional economic and technical co~operation with the assistance of the
secretariat, modest as they may perhaps seem, are well in line with the require-
ments of the lagos Plan of Actions The steps so far taken to advance inter+
regional co-operation must be strengthened and consolidated, In particular, the
action proposals agreed between Africa and lLatin America require vigorous imple-
mentation by countries of the two regions, assisted by the secretariats of their
respective regional commissions.

22, To be surey there is scope for strengthening inter-regional co-operation
all rounds ~ The potential of Afro=Arab co-operation, which is still virtually
untapped, will $n particular be given the closest attention in the immediate
future, The opportunities for complementarity provided by the oil=rich capital=
surplus economies of the Arab countries on the one hand, and the economies of
sub~Saharan African countries on the other, must be seized and exploited in the
spirit of collective self-reliance for the benefit of both regions..



