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Introduetion

1. Perhaps, a few may wish to ask why it is necessary to include in the.
agenda for a Reg1ona1 Cartographlc Conference, agenda item 14 - "The Lagos Plan of -
Action". The answer to such a question is not far to seek. This is because. this
fifth conference is expected to have a new look vis—a-vis its predecessaors. Past
conferences would not appear to have properly focussed on Africa's needs in surveying
and mapping (thereafter referred to as "cartography“) as there were no well defined
and properly documented guxdellnes for the development of the bountiful natural
resources which abound in the contlnent. There was also no known document listing
the srioritics,on a reg10na1 ba51s,those aspects of the African economy whose
dedicated, systematic and 1ntegrated developnent would dynamite its gloomy state and
transform it into fairly buoyant economy in conforﬂlty with its bountiful natural
resources encownent for the beneflt of the A;rlcan peoples. It -is to be coriented,
in all dellberatlons and dlscu551ons on every item of the (prOV151onal) agenda,
tovards the achleveﬂents of the tenets enunc1atee in the Plan in ‘the spheres of
institution bullelng, efucatlon and tralnlng in cartography ancd remote sensing,
including teqhnlcal a551stance and 1ntra-Afrlcan co-operation. It is envisaged .
that it will be the forewrunner of o;hers to follow and which should similarly
concentrate on effective ways and means of achieving those tenets in the LPA.

2. The brief notes on the extracts from relevant paragraphs of the chapters .
on the "lagos Plan of Action” (LPA) are, therefore, intended to guide discussions on

the agenda item of the conference. The extracts have been carefully compiled from
those paragraphs of this (vital document beCause of their relevance to the theme of

the conferencés



2/7CA/HRD/CART/1
Page 2

3. As this is not the opportune moment to enunerate those resources endowment,

suffice it to mention, that inspite of the scanty and inaccurate knowledge of those

resources, Africa is believed to haveij "Q7% of world reserves of chrome, O5% of

platinunm, 64% of manganese, 25% of uraniua and 13% of copper, without mentioning

bauxite, nickel and lead, 200 of world hydro-electrical potentlal 20% of traded oil

in the world (excluding United States and
33.3% of world coffee production; 50% of

can multiply this list and even improve u
assemble information known to us individu
are located within our respectlve countri

L. It is no over—statement'tnat 1a

USSR); 70% of worlc cocoa productzon,
palm produce, to mention just a few". ‘ihe
non the accuracy of those figures if we
ally in respect of those resources which
eSe

ck of precise mnowledge of the location,

extent, quality and quantity etc. of the natural resources in Africa has been one

of the major bottlenecks in the development of those resources. Tt is pertinent also

to mention that meaningful studies of those resources and subsequently their - e

judicious. planning oricer to, occa51onally fr1volous, exp101tation (when they are .

“explored and found ) and utilization are adversely affected by lack of adequate and

accurate topographical and topical maps {
on which to base the production of those
jnvestigations helpful for resources deve
countries of the member States. Bold att

ingredients for planning_and‘developnent

at suitable scales). The zero-order controls.
accurate maps, and other scientific -
1opment, are non-existent in several

empts must be made to provide’ the basic

to our national nlanners as well as to the

decision and policy makers who have r responsibilities for allocating resources to

various sectors of the eccnomy for the purpose of developing them to the advantage

of the mass. of the peoples.

Be - iMenber States are eapected to 1m31eﬂent, at 1east 95p of the programamed

activities in the LPA Whllut the efforts

Organization of African Unity and others

of the Sconomic Commission for Africa, the

(Internatlonal Organizations, Ul Agencies,

donor countries etc), co—-operating, the remaining 5%. This is the way we can-attain

self-reliance and se;f—sustalnment which

is the kernel of the messagé of the Plan.

6. The Plan, adopted since April 19u0 has a 'go-slow' motion in its

implenentation. For example, whilst the

ex1st1nc establisher 1nstitutions in

cartography and remotve sensing remain the ‘same in number, and in spite of several

l/ See para 5 of the Preamble to the Lagos Plan of Action.
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sensitization missions undertaken to countries of member States, there had been no
increase(s) in their membership, The end result is that those founding participating
member States are still the only ones bearing the burden of the upkeep of those
institutions. Thus the institutional support to strengthen them so that they may

be in the position to achieve the objectives of their establishment is not
forthcoming. It is not even nown at the "hub" of the co-ordination of the

cartographic and remote sensing activities of member States ¢ nationz= level, Low
far rescurces have been mobilised to implement asnectes of the Plan

7. To get out of the slow motion "acceleratars" or "catalysts" have got to
be applied. It will be rewarding, therefore, if a little time can be devoted,

during the discussion of this agenda item, to identify the appropirate "accelerators".
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Preamble

1. The effect of unfulfilled promises of global’ development strategies has
been more sharply felt in Africa than in the other continents of the world,

Inmeed, rat her than result in an improvement in the ecomomic situation of the
contlnent, ‘successive stratepies have made it stagnate and become more susceptible
than other regions to the economic and social crises suffered by the industrialised
countries, Thus, Africé is unable to point to ahy significant growth rate, or
satisfactory index of general well-being, in the past 20 years. Facec with this
31tuat10n, and determined to undertake measures for the basic restructuring of the

;econonlc base of our continent, we resolved to adopt a far-reaching regional

auproach based prlmarlly on collective self-reliance.

- 2. Thus, follon1no a series of in-cepth consideratioss of the econonic
probleﬁs of the continent by our finisters and by groups of experts, we adopted at
our 16th Ordinary Session, held in ionrovia, Liberia, in July, 1979, the
"ionrovia Declaraeloﬁ of Commitment .of the Heads of State and Govermment of the
CAU on the ou1ae11nes and measures for national and collective self-reliance in
cconomic and soclal develomment for the establisiment of a new internarfonal
economic order",

3. In adopting the Declaration, we recosmised "the necd to take urgent action
to provide.fhe political support hecéssary for the success of the measures to achieve
the goals of rapic self-reliance and self-sustaining develomment and econonic
growth"' anm ‘declared as ;ollows-

(i) ' "e commit ourselves, individually and collectively, on behalf of our
governmenta and peoples, to promote the economic and social develop—
ment and 1ntegrat10n of our economies with a view to achieving an
1ncrea51ng neasure of self~sufficiency and self-sustainment.

(ii)' "We comnlu ourselves, individually an¢ collectiwvely, on behalf of

' our governments and peoples, to nromote the economic 1ntegrat10n of
the Afprican region in order to facilitate -and reinforce social and
economic intercourse.

(iii) "He comait ourselves, indiﬁidually and collectively, on behalf of

our sovermments and peoples, to establish national, sub-regional and
regional institutions which will facilitate the attainment of

objectives of self-reliance and self-sustainment
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(iv) "iore specifically, we commit ourselves, individually and collectively,.

on behalf of our governmments and peoples, to: S

(2)  give an important place to the field of human resource
development by starting to eliminate illiteracy;

(b) put science and technology in the service of development by
reinforcing the autonomous capacity of our countries in this
field;

(¢c) achieve self-sufficiency in good procduction and supply;

(d) implement completely the programmes for the United Mations
Transport and Communications Decade for Africaj

{e) realise the sub-regional and regional internally located industrial
development; . . o

(f) co-operate in the field of natural resource control, explorafion,
extraction and use for the develomaent of our economies f;r the
benefit of our neoples and to set up the appropriété institutions
to achieve these purposesj , |

(z) cevelop indigenous entrepreneurship, technical manpower and
technological abilities to enable our peoples'to assue greater
responsibility for the achievement of our individual and
collective develomment goals;

(h) co~operate in the preservation, arotection and improvameﬁt of
the natural environmnent;

(i) ensure that our development policies reflect adequately our
socio~cultural values in order to reinforce our cultural
identity; and |

(3) +ake into account the dimension of the futufe_in the elaboration
of our develoment plans including studies and measures aimed
at achieving a rapic socio—economic transformation of our States.

(v) "We hold firmmly %Yo the view that these commitments will lead to the

creation, at the national, sub-regional and regional levels, of a

dynamic and interdepencent African econony anc will thereby pave the

way for ihe eventual establishment of an Africah Comzpon iarket

leading to an African Econonmic Comaunity.
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(vi) "Resolving to give special attention to the discussion of economic
issues zt each amual Sessicn of our Assenbly, we hereby call on the
Lecretary Ceneral, in collahbceration with the Executive Secretary of: the -
United llations Economic Comnission for Africa, to draw up annually
specific programmes zns measures for economic co-oneration on sub—
regional, regional and continental bases in .frica.”

Ls In orcder to consider concrete measures for the implementzation of the
iionrovia Declaration, we resolve to hold this Extraordinary Session in lagos,
lNigeria, to be cdevoted to the economic problens of our continent.

5. In assessing those problems, we are convinced that Africa’s underdevelop—
ment is not inevitable., Indeed, it is a paradox uwhen one bears in mind the immense
human and natural resources .of the continent. In acddition to its reservoir of human
resources, our continent has 97 per cent of world reserves of chrome, 85 per cent of
world reserves of platinum, 0L per cent of world reserves of manganese, 25 per cent
of world reserves of uranium and 13 per cent of world reserves of copner, without
mentioning bauxtite, nickel and lead; 20 per ceat of world hydro-electrical potential,
20 per cent of traded oil in the world (if we exclude tae United States and the
USSR ); .70 per cent of world cocoa production; one-third of world coffee production,
50 per cent of palm produce, to nention just a few. '

- 6a Thus Airica, despite all efforts made by its leaders, remains the least
developed continent, It has 20 of tire 31 least developed countries of the world.
Africa is susceptible to the disastrous’effects of natural and endenmic disecases of
the cruelest type and is victim of setiler exploitation arising from colonialisa,
racism and apartheic. Inceed, Africa was directly exploited during the colonial
period and for the past two cdecades; this exzploitation has been carriec out through
neo—colonialist external forces which seelt t¢ influence ithe economic policies and
directions of African States, '

7.  The gtructural wealmesses of African agriculture in apricultural globality
are well Imown: lov production and productivity, and rudimentary agricultural
techniques. This situation obvicusly gives rise to insufficient agricultfural growth,
especially of food production, in the face of the rapid population growth and has
resulted in serious food shortages and malnutrition in the continent.

8s  We view, with distress, that our continent remains the least developed of all
the continents: the total Gross Domestic Production of our countries being onlf 2.7
per cent of the world's per capita income and averaging US$115.

92 We view, with disquiet, the over—dependence of the economy of our continent
of the export of basic raw materials znd minerals. This phenomenon had made African
economies highly susceptible to external developments and with detrimental effects on
the interests of the continent.
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10, . Thus, in the 20 years from 1900 to 1900 the average annual rate of growth
continent-wide has been no wmore than 4.C per cent, a fipure which hides divergent
realities ranging from 7 per cent growth rate for the oil exnorting countries dowm
to 2.9 per cent for the least developed countries. Yet, if the world econonic
forecast for the next decade is to be delivered, the over-all poor performance of
the /ifrican econouy over the past 20 years uay even be a golden age coumpared with
future growth rate. '

11. This situation has led us at this Ixiraordinary Session devoted to the
econoitic problens of Africa to an aponising but fran: reappraisal of the present
gituation and of the future prospects of .frican economie conditions. - In so doing,
as ve lool: back at the nolitical constraints on the development of our continent
causel by colonial and racist domination and exploitation, we also look forward with
aope thav Africa, which has survived the brutalities of imperialism, racism and
aparthied, has the resilience to npull itself out of the economic malaise in Which'it
finds itself. ’

1%. The indepencence of Zimbabwe, after years of armed struggle waged by the
Zimbabuwe people under the leacership. of the Patriotic PFront and with the active support
of the (rganisation of African Unity, maris the final %urn in the total political
liberation of the centinent. This event has ushered in renewed and cesperate attempts
by the Pretoria regime %to arrest the tide of history and to perpetuate the status quo
in [lamibia and South Africa itself. South iAfricals eavisaged "constellation™ of
Southern States is part of this diabolic cesim - a scheme which would bring independent:
States uncer the same political, economic and nilitary comination by the apartheic
regime as the Bantustans. Ue shall continue to mursue, with vigour, the liberation
of the last remaining outpostsof eunloitation, racisi and avartheid.

13. The same cetermination that hes virtually rid our coatinent of palitical
<oaination is required for our econmomic liberation. Cur success in exploiting our-
political unity should encowrage us to exploit the strength inherent in our economic
unity. ‘e therefore resolve, in the context of our Crganisation, to unite our
efforts in the econonic field. 7To this end, certain basic faicelines nust be borne
in mincds

14.

(i) Africa's buge resources must be applied principelly to meet the

needs anG purposes ol its peonle;
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(ii) Africa's almost total feliance on the export of raw materials rust
change. Rather, Africa's developuent and growth must be baseu on a
combination of Africa’s considerable natural resources, her )

. enterpreneurial, managerial anc¢, technical resources and her markets
 (restructured and expanded), ¢o serve her people. Africa, therefore,
musf ﬁap out iits oun. strategy for development and must vigorously
_ |- pursue. its iamplementation; = . . N L R
(111) Afr;ca st cultivate the virtue of self—rellance. This is not. to

e ﬁjﬁggayﬂtggt tnc_cogt;nepyvsnoul§ totally. qut itsel{ off from.outside.

. contribututions, Ilowever, these outside contributiong should.only .
VF*Sﬁdﬁieﬁentréur_Qypveffort; qgﬁﬁY should not be the mainstay.of our |
developmenn. C e T e
(1v)m as a consequence of the need for 1ncr¢ased sel*-rellance, Africa must
_ moblllse her enﬁlre human and material resaurces far, her. devglopment'
(v) eacg aof our atates must pursue all—embrac;ng economlg, gocial ana

cultural aqt1v1tles which will mob111§e the strengta of tqe‘gsqntry“

. derlve& from deve‘opnent are ngltaoly ’hared,\ ‘ S e e
(v1) cfforts towards A;rlcan economlc integration must be pursued H;th,ak

edeine el v iy

. rqnewau determlnatxon in order to create.a continent-wide, framevork

for the much neecec econoalq co-oneratlon for development -basec .on .
L . collect1ve seli—rellance. _ , e
_15, On the baqls of tnese gu1ce11nes¥ He, . the qéads of “*ate and Governmenu,
meetln% in Lagos at the an Dxtraorulnary Session dzvoted to Africa's economic

RN R

problems, declde£ to aqcpt the following

o

?;gn gl\Agtlon‘gs We1l:aspthe Final Act of
Lagos. In 50 doznu, We are conscious of ﬁhg}tfemendous efifort which will be required
of us, lndlv;cually and collect1Vely, to ;ttain the goals we have set for ourselves
1n these documqnts. Ue are confluent tnau e have the determlnatlon to overcone the
obstacles that may 11e 1n our path anc! that our (rganisation ancd its General
Secretarzat wzll be aole to enllst the active support of the intermational comaunity

as well as of the relevant 1nternat10nal organisations.

)
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Chapter II1
Natural Tesources = = S S

- 76, 'The major problems confronting Africa in the field of natural resource
development includes ' lack of information on natural resource éndowment of large and
unexploréd areas and the activities of transnational corporations dealing with
natural resource assessments; lack of adequate capacity (capitaly skills and
technology) for the development of these resources; a considerable dependence on
foreign transnational corporations for the developrent of a narrow range of African
natural résources selected by these corporations to supply new material needs of the
devéloped countries; the inadequate share in the value addes generated by the
exploitation of natural resources of Member States due to imperfect pricing and
‘marketing practices; -non=integration of the raw materials exportlng 1ndustries into
"the national econou:cs of the member States thus impeding backward and forward
linkages; extramely low 1eve1 of development and utilisation of thoae natural
regourcas of no interest to foreipgn transnational .corporations; and dlsappointingly
‘low general eontribution of natural resources endowment to socao-economlc develapment,
Because of these factors member States are unable to exercise meaningful and
permanent sovereignty over their natural resources : ,

'”775.-During‘the‘19805 the strategy for the developing countries of Africa in
their natural resources development should aim at: o

| (a) undertaking the assessment of their natural resources endswments and

"the use of the information on matural resource dlstributlon and
-availability for national and African multinational socin-ecomomic
development projects intended to produce goods and ser?icés‘toimeet'
the needs of member States; ' .

(b) integrating natural resource development within national and African
multinational sociow-economic development programmes and pro jects, so
as to encourage cemplementarity of different natural resources '

. available in various member States in the production process and to
promote backward and forward linkages that the development of the :
natural resources can generate within the African economics;

(c) undertaking comprehensive manpower, technology and capital needs surveys
for natural resource development activities with a view to enabling the
countries to pool their resources for the implementation of national
and African multinational natural resource development programmes

and projects;
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strengthening existing national and African multinational
institutions dealing with natural resource development and
conservation act1V1t1es at all levels including training, research,
produefion, pfoce951ng, fabr1cat10n, marketing, finance, etcCs, and
the establlshment of new ones; _
harmonlslng natlonal natural resource development pollcles with a
view to creatlng a favourable environment for co-operative efforts
by the member States in the development of their natural resources
to meet soczo—economlc needs of their peoples; and

worklng closely with the international community. and . other non-

. Afrlcan agencles involved in natural rescurce development in the

- reglon, so that external resourdes are directed pr1ncxpa11y to

,:; natural resource development projects which promote and sustain co-

:_operatlve arrangements among member States so as to enable the region

- to obtamn the fullest poss1b1e development‘benefits,flowing‘:,from

regional 11nkages.

o Ll . P . ) "
General proposals and recomaendations B L PO

7.

@)

(iii)

+

In recognltlon of the significance of natural resources in prowiding

_a sound ‘base for national socio—economic: development, member States

shoulu take early steps to acguire a therough knowledge of their

natural resource endowments. These include the eetab11shment of a
manpover cevelopment and institution building programmes for the
conduct of field studies and preparation of inventories of natural
resources.

ilember States whose economy essentially depends on production of raw
materials should endeavour to co—ordinate and harmonise their
pogitions in all international negotiations on raw materials so as

to protect their interests.

In particular measures should be taken by each member State to ensure
that all results and basic data, especially foreign transnational
companies during their mineral prospection activities in the country,

are handed over to the governinent .
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(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

.To ensure the best pOSaibleﬁstorage and utilisation of-these data, a
documentation centre (dafa_bank)-should;be established at the national
level, o o

To enable African gOVernmenfs to exercise sovereignty over their
natural,resource$ they sﬁould take all necessary measures through the
development of relevant human and institutional infrastructure, to

establish indigenous technological capabilities in the exploration,

- processing andwexp101tat10n of their natural resources.

The constant aim of Afrlcan governments should be the raticnal
development and ut1llsat1on of their natural resources, employing

technologies that are appropr1ate to their local condition, and paying

.due regard to such aspects as conservation of natural resources.

At the sub—reglonal and reg;onal ‘levels measures or policies should

be adopted to ensure effective intra-African co—operatlon among member

4

States, namely:
(a) harmonisation of national development programmes for the use of

mineral, energy and water reswurces, L e e

(b) establishment of joint facilities for applied research,

.. specialised services and training;

-(c)' part;01pat10n in mult1nat1ona1 pro;ects and enterprises for the

Iy

exploitation, uroductxon and procesS1ng of usable natural

_yesourcesS.
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“Cartography and remote sensing

96. The strategy for development.in cartography and remote sensing is geared
to providing the means to achieve self-sufficiency in gualified persomnel in all
pranches of cartography, to bringing to light the present position of Africa's
attainment in mapping and to providing the means to establish and strengthen
national eurveylng and mapping institutions in order that the member States may be
in a p051t10n to undertake surveylng and mapplng projects which are essential -for ..

development.

Actioné'rééemmended-

' (1) To recognlse the 1mportance of’ thelr natlonal surveying and mapping-
" inétitutions and’ to rate them hlgh among tnelr national priorities

BN F 10

and to prOV1de Suff1c1ent budget for them to take steps to establish

e

"tﬁem where none ex;st._ ,
© '(ii)‘ To actlvely partlclpate and support reglonal tralnlng and ‘seérvices | -
' ’centres in cartography in order to reduce costs ‘of preduc;ng badly
needed manpower and to prOV1de lacking servicas. ! s
tiii) "To share. equlpment ‘and services’ between those with capabilities and
H“j; I:Kthose w1thout, espe01a11y the least developed nations.
(iﬁ)_ Considering that remote sens:ng is an important tool in the inventory;
| “L”plenning and exploitation of natural resources; taking intc account
the efforts already made “towards the establishment of the African
Remote Sen51ng Counc11 and the Reg10na1 Training and User Assistance
| Centres, it is hlgﬁly recommended that member States participate’ fullf
'in the African Remote Sen51ng Programme and provide both p011tlcal anc

mater1a1 support for the success of the programme .
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CHAPTER VIII - . -

‘Measures to build up and strengthen economic and technical -

co=operation including

‘ creation of 'new institutions .and strengthening of existing ones

255. The need to establish institutions which can help member States,
collectively, to develop capabilities and infrastructures essential for their
economic and social development and which, individually, they are too poor fb set up,
was recognised soon after the establishment of ECA. Among the first such
institutions to be established by ECA are the African Development Bank (ADB), the
Association of African Central Banks and the African Institute for Economic
Development and Planning (IDEP). ADB, to which all independent African States belong,
has, after a slow start, developed into a useful tool for developments it has enlarged
its sphere of activities and its resources, Other institutions have, however, been
less successful. _ S :

259, The various institutions that have been establzshed, all at the request of
African governments, in fields such as natural resources, science and technology,
industry, training and buman resources and transport and communications, have all
suffered from the ill effects of lack of follow-up in the implementation of political
decisions. Taiis lack of effective follow-up finds expression in various ways, the
commonest one being that after pressing for the establishment of an institution,
many African governments, even after having approved the‘legal document setting up
the institution concerned, either fail to become members of the institution or, if
they do, fail to give it ‘adequate finanecial and material .support. .The net result is
that the growth of such an institution is stifled, disillusion sets in and the
collective ‘self-reliance of African countries is undermined. iflember States must
realise that the success or failure of the institutions which have been established
at their request for their ceollective development lies in their own hénds.

2650, A more alarming development is the fact that potential donors, which
promised assistance to various institutions at the time of their establishment, now
appear to want to give assistance to them only if their membership is increased so
as to give them a wmore truly sub-regional or regional character. Potential members
of institutions, it is also believed, wait to see how well, or otherwise, institutions
develop before deciding to join them. The unhealthy vicious circle thus engendered is

one that frustrates the establisiment and development of multinational institutions.
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261. The lack of financial support in respecf of multinational institutions by
its members is the bane of ne:rly ail multlnaulonal institutions established under
the aegis of the ECA uecrecarlat at the ruqueat of African governments, and which are
all to be operated pr1nc1pally on the basis of gontp;batlogs from .its members,

262, It is qiearrthat.the probleme that féce‘African multinationzl
institutidns_are'mairly the result of two factors, namely restricted memhership
vwhich, in tu}n, affects the finance of the 1nst1tut10nk and the apparent reluctance
of some members to pay their contrlbutlonv, or a combination of both. It is
undeniable that, giver - he limited resources of member States, institutions for
collective co-operation such as tnose referred to in +hls chapter are essential to
the economic and c00101 davulopwent of Afrlca. _HLat 1s, therefore, required is some
method of cnsuring that 3uch 1nut1tut10rs achleve tnplr full quota of membership and
that sufficient fundr are avallable to them to ensure their efx.lclen+ and effective
functioning, ‘ _' - _ _

263, %a]tzn;tloﬁal 1nut1uut10nq partlculorly affected are those in the field .
of natural reaourcp svch as the Reglonai Centre for T“alnlng in Aerial Surveys,
the Centre for oewv1ces in Su"veylng and Mapnlng, the East African jflineral Resources
Development Centre, and the African Remote Scns;ng Council. Other multinational
institutions which have alzo been affected by the lack of political and financial
support are, inter alia, the African Regional Centre for Technology, the African Regional
Grganisation fcr Standardiszation and the Association of African Trade Promotion
(Organisations.

264, Since, however, the vital role of an appirorriate number of multinational
institutions to the economic and social develomment of Africa cammot be gainsaid,
steps must be taken to ensure that new multinational institution: are established only
after careful considerations of their necessity, objectives and activities and where
there is clear indication that they will obtain the political as well as the financial
suppert of member States. As regards existing multinational irstitutions; they should
also receive the fullest political and financial support of member States, Tt is
therefore proposed that the following guidelines should be followed for the strengthen--
ing of existing multinational institwtions and the establishement of new ones $

(i} the Executive Secretary of BCA and the Secretary General of the 0AU,
in co-operation with UNDP and major donors, should undertake an
assessment of the objectives and operations of the various existing
multinational institutions established under the regis of the

Commission with a view to making proposals as to their continued
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~relevance and effectiveness and to advise on ways and means by whlch
they may be better rationalised, co-ordinated or harmonised, or what
new multinational institutions shall be required,

(ii) existing multinational institutions should be strengthened by the
prompt .provision to them of the political and materiai support of all
member States which supported their establislment, since without such
support, the purposes of the establishment of the multinational
institutions would be undermined and frustrated.

(iii) no new multinational institutions should be created unless their
creation has been thoroughly examined and after the ﬁossibilitieg.
offered by national institutions, of existing multinational
institutional ones, have first been fully considered.

265. In addition, appropriate arrangements should be made for the use of
existing mechanisms and institutions “in the promotion of technical co-operation
among member States, on the one hand, and betveen the member States and other non—
African developing countries, on the other, as recommended by the Buenos Aires Plan

of Action for Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries (TCDC).
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Final Act of Lagos

We, the Heads of State and Government of the Organisation of African Unity,
meeting in Lagos, HNigeria, in the 3econd Extraordinary Sesszon of the CAU Assembly
of Heads of State and Covernment, -devoted exclu51ve1y to economic problems of Africa,

Considering the relevant provisions of the Charter, particularly those relating |
to the QAU objectives to co=ordinate aﬁd'intensify co-operation and effofts of
member States with a view to providing the best conditions of life to the people
of Africaj;

Recalling the various Resolutions and Declarétions adopted at our previous
sumit stipulating that the economic development and integration of the African
continent are an essential condition for the achievement of the objectives of the
0AU, particularly those formulated in Algiers (September 19GS), Addis Ababa (August
1970 and ifay 1973); and Libreville (July 1975);

Recalling our decision taken in Libreville in July 1977, on the adoption of the
Kinshasa Declaration of December 197G establishing an African Economic Conmun;ty in
successive stages ﬁl cirin 15 to 25 years; - . - o

Recalling our "lonrovia Declaration of Commitment:on guidelines and measures
for national and collective self-reliance in economic and social development'fbrffhe
establishment of a new international economic order" which, inter alia, calls for the
eventual establishment of an African Common lfarket, paving the way for an Afrlcan
Economlc Comnunlty, '

Hoting that developments in international economic relations and glbbal
negotiations oetween the developed and the developing countries confirm Afrlca s
Judicious choice in nronoting collective self-reliant and selfwsustaining
development as well as economic integration;

Also noting the progress being made in the field of economic co~operation among
developing countries, and especially the setting up of a Committee on a Generalised
System of Trade Preferences among Developing Countries, with particular reference to
the African region;> ' .

Hoting the initiative already taken to promote intra-African economic co-operation
and integration at sectoral, sub-regional and regional levels;

Convinced of the need to co—ordinate progressively ekisting and future economic
activities of the contlnent and to promote the integration of the various economic

sectors
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AGREE on the followings

I, Plan of Action

Qonfirﬁ our full adherence to the Plan of Action, adopted at the present
Extratordipary Sessionqu,thg Assembly of Heads of State and Government for
:implerhenting the lonrovia Strategy for the Economic, Social and Cultural Development
of Africa andﬁto.aéopting, among other measures, those relating to theisetting up of
regionéilstructures and the strengthening of those already existing for an eventﬁal
establishaent of an Afﬁican Common, larket as a first step towards the creation of

an African Economic Comrmunity,

IT. Implementation of the Flan of Action

A« African Economic Conmunity _ -
| We reaffirm our commitment to set up, by thé'year‘ZOOQ, on the basis
. of a treaty to be concluded, an African Ecbnomic Community, so as to ensufe
the economic, social and cultural intepration of our continent. The'aim of
this community shall be to promote collective; acceleratéd,zéélf—réliant anc
5e1f-sustainingvdeve1opuent of member States§ co—bpgration among these States;
.. and their integration in the economic, social and cultural fields.
He are, consequently;, authorising the Secretar} General of the QAU:
(i) to appoint, as quickly as possible, a Drafting Committee, at
uinisterial level, to prepare the draft of the treaty establishing
* the African Economic Community; ‘ _ |
(ii) to submit this draft for the consideration of the Assembly of Heads

of State and Government scheduled for 1901,

B. 3tages of implementation .
- . To achieve this ultimate objécfive, we commit ourselvesi
ls During the decade of the 1960s tos _
- (a) strengthen the existing regional economic communities and
establish other economic groupingé in the other regions of
Africa; so as to cover the continent as a whole
(Central Africa,; Eastern Africa, SouthernlAfrica;-Nbrthern

Africa)s;
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(b) strengthen, effectively, sectoral integration at the continental
level, and particularly in the fields of agriculture, food,
transport and commmications, industry, and energy;

(c) promote co~ordination and harmonisation among the existing and
future economic groupings for a gradual establishment of an
African Common ffariet.

2+ DNuring the decade of the 1990s to:

(a) take steps for further sectoral integration through:
harmonisation of our strategies, policies and economic develop—-
ment plans; promotion of joiat projects, particularly in the
above-mentioned economic fields; harmonisation of our financial
anc monetary policies;

(b) take measures to effect the establishment of an African Common
sarket and other measures that would lead to the attaimment of

the aims and objectives of the African Economic Community .

To implement the Plan of Action at the various stages, we direct the Secretary
General of the CAU, in co~operation with the Executive Secretary of the United
llations Economic Commission for Africa, to take all the appropriate measures, in
accordance with Part II, paragraph 7, of the lonrovia Strategy and to submit a
progress report to the 19C2 Session of our Assembly.

Bone at Lagos, Nigeria, April 1930,





