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Progress report by the secretariat

‘1. Thls progress report covers the activities of the Economie Commission
for Africd in implenenting the resolutions adoptec at the third Regional
Cartographlc Conference for .africa, held in iddis Ababa, Bthiopia, from 30
Ootober: to 10 ovenber 1972.- 1/"hese activities are sumarized under the
headinge of the resolutions which the Commission secretarlat was responsxble
‘Lo iﬁpleAent1nﬂ. : '

RESOLJ“IGH ks POURTH UﬁITﬁD HATIGL. NEGICHAL CARTOGRAIIIC
B COIIFERENCE AFE‘ ICA
3
2 By v1rtue of the flrat reuolutton acdopted at the third United llations
Regional Cartographic- Conference for Africa, the Econcauic Comnaission for Africa
was required to convene the forth United Nations Regional Cartographic
Conference for Africa not later than October/Hovenber 1975. As a result of
circuastances beyond its control relating in particular to the retivement of
the Thief of the Cartography Unit of HC4 and the difficulty in recruiting a
successor until early lfay 1970, the secretariat was under staffed. In spite
of this, the secretariat attenpted on three octasions to convene the conference,
The first attenpt uas na’e in larch 1974 vhen the Govermient of the Ivory Coact
was contacted to confiram its acceptance of the previous offer to host the
“onference ancl thereafter te sugpest convenient ates for convening it at
Abidjane. A subrequent attenpt was made to hold the Conference in August 1970,
Cuing to the lack of funds and to late response fron the host Government to
confirn its previous acceptance of the offer to host it, postponement was inevit-
able. The secretariat finally worke< out the rrangenentg for convcn;ng the Con—
ference with the host aovernnent in Arril 1979 and the fira dates ol § = 15 iovenber
1979 were fixed.
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Letters of invitation to attend the Conference together with the provisional
agenda (E/CN,I@/CATT/BSO) were sent to Govermments of 21l African countries, associate
neriber 5tates; specialized agencies of the United lations intergovermmental organi-
zations and other interested Governaents in accor ance with the procecure followed for
the three previous conferences,

RESCLUTICN 2: ROTABLISERITAT COF Al AFRICAI] ASBOCIATION OF CARTOCRAPHFRS

It would be recalled that the first nited Nations Regional Cartographic
Zonference For ifrica held in Hairobi (Yenya) in July 1952 considered Economnic and
Social Council resolution 600 {XMI) concerning the establishment of: cartographic
comittees by those economic commissions which thought it desirable for the purpose
of periodic consultation among their members and recomended the deferment of further
consicderation of the resoluticn until the second United Ilations Regional Cartographic
Conference for Africahad gtudiec it in the light of progress made by the secretariat
in carrying out cervain preliminary work rcjur’'ing Che fubure of curtogruavhic setivities
in fricc. At the second: Conference; which was held in Tunis (Tunisiajrin Septenber 190%,
the Conference considered this issue anc adoptesl a resolution expressing the hope that
ECA woulrd examine the natter at its next session and stuly the possibility of
taking practical steps to set up a small standing comittee under its authority. In
June 1975, the Txecutive Secretary of the Economic Coaission for Africa organized a
meeting of experts in Addis Ababa {Zthionia) for the purpose of considering and, if
agreec, establishing a pérmanent association of cartographers for the region to pronote
the co-ordination and developuent of cartography in general and to foster the establish-
ment of close relaticonships among its meubers in matters relating to cartography and of
such cowrion services or organs as may be néceszary or Zesirable for the co-~ordination,
harmonization and -development of cartography in the territories of its members. At the
ent: of the meeting, the conatitution of the African Association of Cartography was signec
on behalf of 14 cartographic services. The constitution entered into force when at least
nine national cartographic services had signed it within six sionths-of its provisional
application. During this period the secretariat of the Comnission provicded the necessary
secretariat facilitvies for the newly established associaticn. Thercafter, the ZCA secre-
tariat arranpged the first meeting of the Council of the African Association of Cartepgraphy
which took place in Nairobi (Yenya) from 23 to 27 February, 1976. Amnong important matters
discussed at the meeting were the formal adoption of the constitution and offers from
menbers to host the Association's headquarters. The offer of the Govermment of Algeria
was finally accepted and the Association'’s headquarters was sited at Algiers.

The African Association of Cartography held its second Coupeil meeting in Algiers
fron 7.to 12 llovenber 1977. The secratsriat extendesd the necessary support to the
Association and was represented at the meeting, An iaportant decision taken at the
meeting was the call for clozer co-operation-between the association and the EOC
secretariat. The third aeceting of the Council of the Association arranged to take place
in Tunis. from 24 Cctober to 2 November 1970 was nostponed and arrangemenis were made to
holc it simultanecusly with the fourth United ilations Regional Cartographic Conference
for Africa. It is regrettable to note however, that the period between the seconcd
neeting of the Council of the Association and the fourth United Nations Regional Carto-
graphic Conference for Africa recoried few contacts between the two secretariats, a
situation which was not in accors with “he zpneal for closer co-operation.
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In June 197; tne'"hh secretariat received z request froam the Association for
the establishment o a cartoqraphlc centre in the Congo for training in geodesy,
topographlcal surveying, araughtsnanghln am'1 map reprocduction. Tthis request is
receiving the attention of the Secretarlat.

The situation regar-ing the lack ¢f contdcet betueen the AAC secretariat and
the secretariat of the Toiraission shoul:d be ameliorater to give way to healthier
relations Wthﬂ would augur well for the future of the Association. The iapor
tance of the co=operative attitudes expected of the two secretar.ats, working
hand=in-hand, an- JOlntl] tackling Africa’s present incapabilities in the field
of cartographic fisciplines to tap its resources for the common good of its diverse’
comaunities hardly needs stresging. The secretariat looks forward to the AAC
secretariat's moves in this ulrectlon.

RESOLYTICIT 3: PRCUIOTICH Lr TITEREST I ShRRTCGRAPHIC HORT

The thirc United lations ﬂeglonhl Cartographic Conference for Africa in

its reuoluflon 3 recannenned that 2CA uhoulf encourage ciscussion between Dlanners
and cartographers in the fora of a seuminar on the development and exploitation of
resources in nfrlcﬁ.‘ Attenpts were made to look Lor financial rescurces in orcer to
arrange such a seminar. It was decided to ipitizte a project subnission to solicit
*echnlcal aaglstance 1or_’und1nc a study tour in a ueveloner country where a number
of selected piannera and, . qartqgriynera at the acAlnlotrac1ve level would have the
opportunity of being. brlelec on the key role played by cartography in plamning the
host country'“ eoc:l.:x1 and °c0n0110 “evelotment.

Infortunately the attempté made so far to identify a donor have been unsuccess=
ful. ' ' -

RESCLUTICN 5: TECHHICAL ASCISTUCE

This resolution has been taken care oi by 1ncluﬁ1nf in the provisional agenda
of the present conferenee an item on technical a551utanCe (see iten 7)

ESOLUTICN 6: uzI (TG CERTRE &7 ILE,TFE, HIGERIA

The Regional Centre for Training in Aerial 3urveys at Ile,Ife,lligeria was
officially opened in Cctober 1972. To date there are orly four countries of the
Yest-African subregion which are participating wembers of the Centre namely;

Benin, Ghana, ngerla an’ aene”al. {n account of this poor particination of member
States, the third Conferance recomaenes in resolutlon Z that information about the
training Centre should be mace available = that aore ZCA aenber States could part1c1pate.

In this connexion, 04 used various 1ef11 to inform the remaining African Govern-
nents of the existence of the Training Centre in Aerial Surveys at Ile, Ife, iligeria.
Apart from the brochurez of the Tentre which were distributed to tralnlng institutions
and® gurvey orpganizations within n;rlcu, Ch took advantapge of its attendance at the
CAU/3TRC intra-african uYﬂpﬁSluﬁ on !lanpower Requiremcnt and Development of Cartographic

Services in africa, hels Cairo in 1974 toEwhllgu;c,urtaer the existence of the
Centre. At this syﬂpoulun, _En presented a papner which gave a wealth of information not
only on the background of the Centre but also on its cevelomment position at that time
and appealed for more participation. (A7 rocopnised the importance of the Centre and
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joined IC.4 to call en zll African Govermments to participate actively and make use
of the facilities at the Centre uhich wers then wderutiliz=d. ilention shoul:d also
be macde of the inforuation given regularly in 1ZA's annual renorts since 1972. It
will be remembered also that the succeeding worl: prograrmes of ECA are looked into
by various committiees an’ councils composed of representatives of African Covern-—
aents at which all projects, including inforaation on the Centre, are described in
Tull, o '

Special missions for the purpose of urging more participation in the Centre
were made to a number of African countries particularly within the Yest Africa
sub-region. The first ol such missionc tool pl in 1973 and the second one took
niace in the first guarter of 1977, Joon after the latter mission, TCA addressed
an appeal for participation in the Rezional Cenire for Training in aerial Surveys
at Ile Ife, Iligeria to all ifrican countries and particularly the ECGJAS countries
in a pawer (FCa /iLPCC/ILAIIY/9) which was submitted to the TCA/UILRC Council of
‘inisters Inaugural ileeting held in June 1670 at iliamey. '

Regarding the recommen-ation contained in parapraph 2 to seek more assistance
from Tmited Hations apgencics as well as securing financial support through multilateral
an¢ bilateral means until the Centre becomes fully operative, unfortunately because
of financial comstraints within the Unitec liztions system in general, the anticipated
assistance from UNDP could not be obtaines. - However, ICA approached the Government
of iligeria as (tost Governaent) for assistance for the Centre and the response was very
comaencable. This regidnal project.scrvesc not only participating member States but
also as many as 13 other ~ountries of ..frica. ZCA has continued to obtain.technical
agsistance on behall of the Centre. ith the generosity of the Covernments of Canada,
the Hetherlands, Finland, OSwitzerland and the Tnited lingoa and the active partici-
pation by menbers of the Tentre, the Cenftre is now fully onerational.

RESCLUTION 7: TRALUING OF PLROUIWEL

]
Felc

‘This rescluien contains three reccunendations. The first concerns t
inclusion of an item on training in the apenria of future conferences and has

alirea”y been cateresd for in the present conference (See iten 6).

In the second part, the IZ. secretariat was to nake available to member States
any napers on.the equivalences of educational and t{raining stancards in different
countries,; particularly in Africa. MHowever since the retirement of the former
Chief of the Cartogranhy Unit in June 157, an’l until the recruitient of a successzor
in oy 1977, the secretariat workes at niniaun staff strength, Tuis situation
necessitated a reorderiry of the pricrities of the secretariat's cartographic
nrojects to conform with the staff streagth. Recomizing the aicount of work involvec
in collectins data, treating an? “isseainating the resultant information oa equivalences
of educational and training standards in different countries, the secretariat decided
to nrepare the iuplementation of this part of the resolution until it had the re—
cquisite capability. '

Towards the implementation of the thirs recommendation, the secretariat, in
its programme of work an” priorities for 1975-1977, included a stucy for the
purpose oi extabliching equivalences in stancards off entry To training courses
in surveyinc an” mapping. This sten was aimed at the subsequent establishnent of
a comaon nouencloture for subtecimical, techmical, nrofessional and acacdemic levels
in the various fields of cai*"cog":.phy. a preject submission for technical assistance



— ik Tt TR e N Sk e

5 /CN.14/CART/353
Page 5

to implement this project was preparzc by the secretariat in 1974 and 1977 but
regrettably, owin; to lack of response, iiplementation couls not commence.
Heverthelrss, the secretariat continues to rate these.projects higa among
those toc be executed in its future nrograume of worii.

In implenenting resolution 5 concernir5 the dissemination of information
on the training facilities available at the Regional Centre for Training in
Lerial Burveys, Ile-IZe¢ (iligeria) to all African countries at the (JULPCC/ilianey
meeting in June 197C, the secretariat was able to disseninate the only information
at ite disposal. It is to be neoted therefore that member qtates and other interested
countries responcible for running courses in surveying and mapping dic not rnapond to"
the invitation that they should make available to the ECA information on the training
courses run by them. The sécretariat is always ?:erared and ‘wiiling to furrish
every information at -its disposal which is consicdered of benefit to all African

countrics. . : . o . : o .f-, 
RESOLUTION l3=-~CONHEXIOH OF GECDETIC NETWORKS

As its second cession, the Second Tniterd ilations Regional uartograpnlc
Conference for Africa in Tunis 1066 aaopte' the following resolutionj 2/

"That African ccuntrles encourage anc support the use of uatellltes for _
geodetic observations aimed at establishing a common geodetic datum for )

Africa" and

"That countries participating in making geocetic ties between geodetic
satellite observation stations and their lpcal control authorize release
of the resultant Cata to the internationzl scientific community for the
det ermlnatlon of the true size an? shape of the earth".

The third United Hations'Regionai Cartographic Conference for Africa held
in Addis Ababa in 1972_§/en€orsed this recolution and Turther recomended as

"That all african countries should eiccurage and support operaticns leading
to tqe llnklnﬂ of the ﬂeodetic networ.is in Africa”

“That countrles outsice h;rlca u1th capacity for geodetic observations.
should be invited to co—opera%e where posgible with the African dountriesf
concerned in executing this task". C

In reuolutlon 7, the Conference inviter "the International Association of
Geodesy and the Internmational Tnion of Geolesy and Geovhysics to co-operate with
the Zeonomnic Commission. for Africa.and national cgrto"rapnlc establishments in

promoting interest in geodesy in. Aifrica”.

2/ E/CN.14/CART/240 Rev,l
%/ E/CN.14/500 ~ Z/CN.14/CART/3L9
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In pursuance of this resolution, the International issociation of Geoceay
‘o

invited the ICA secretarict -to participate at its First Symposium on Geocesy in
Africa held @n_Khartoum‘(The Suﬂan) froa 13 to 20 January 1974. Ten resolutions

were adopte’; one of these calle” for the creation of a Commisaion for Geodesy

in Africa and enjoined ICA to co-cperate with the Comnissions Since May 13570,
therce have heen contacts, althoush spasmocdic with the Comaiasicn for Gecdesy in
Africa on matters of mutual interest. lany more of such contacts will be neces-—
sary, in the imaediate future, to plan effective stratepies that will promote the
lasting interesie cf .frican comatries in geciesY. ' :

Tn lloveaber 1072 the secretariat participated in the Seminar on Lans Aciainis-
tration and the levelommement of African Resources, crganize” by Commonwealih
issociation of Surveyors and Lan® Zeononists l:eld and in Ibadan (Migeria)., It was
established, among others, that the lack of upwto-cate maps was inhibiting the -
judicions study, exnloration and exnloitation of the bountiful natural resources
o the continent. The ina’equacy of maps was traced to ascanty pgeodetic control
networlis whielh are basic to producticn of goorl quality :aps.

The secretariat participates in a symposiun on peocesy, sponsorec jointly by
the International 4ssociation of Geocesy anc. the Canadiian Govermment in
Hew Brunswick (Canaca) froi 2C to .

The International Tnion of Geodesy and Geophysics, anc the International
Association of Georesy extende’ an invitation to the secretariat to participate
in the International Gravity lorkshop 1970 which took place in lfairobi (Venya)
rron 20 lovesber to 2 Deceiber 1577, The secretariat was representer by the -
Chief of the Cartography Jnit.

At the end of the wortshop, 14 regolutions were adopted, two of which
require’ action by the secretariats. The secretariat was requested to: -

(a) approach the Italian Govermment for necessary financial ascistance
that would enable the Instituti di Hetrologia "G. Colonnetti® of Turin to

5

umdertake the esstablishment of the abeolute gravity stations and,

(b) fa%e necessary action to ensure the continuocus up—-ating of the carto~
graphic inventory for Afvica.

The worhshop, which was a treuencous ZuUCCess, orovicded the right ataosphere
for Aiscussions, on a global level, the needs of Africa for peonhysical, geodetic
and gravity data for meaningful studies; nlanning and exploitation of its natural
resources. ‘ B

Jork on the compilaticn of the cartographic inventory for africa is progressing

satisfactorily (3ee T/CH 14 /CART/254 ). iction is also being pursuec with The
Ttalian Govermaent on tie request for financial assistance which woul: enable the

Instituto <i iletrologia G. Collonnetti® of Turin to undertake the establislment
of the absolute gravity statiens in Africa.

e AR
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The secretariat has continued to show keen interest in the contribution of
these intermaticnal establishments te the furtherance of knowledge in geodesy,
through its participation in the variocus seminars and symposia, with a view to
equippdng itsell with modern techniques in geodesy for mapping, within the reach
of the national cartographic services of its member States, in reacdiness to
render asslstance in the strengthening and development of their cartographic
services.





