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Background

1." Every two years, at the invitation of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations Regional Office for Africa, ministers of agriculture in Africa
meet ,for over a week to deliberate on the problems of agricultu:re in Africa. This
gathering has as its primary objective to bring together all shades of opinions froll
African !,olicy makers with respect to agriculture I'lith a view to securing a better
understanding of the problems and peculiarities of African Governments with respect
to agriculture, which the FAO can translate into the regular programme of' work of
the organization as means of resolving African agricultural problems in a manner
oonsistent with the rolioies of member countries.

2. Prior to such meetings and concurrently with them, technical ccrr.rr.ittees meet
again for over a week, they are comprised of "teohnical experts representing the
Governments members of, the FAO Africon region. llhiletJle t:linistcrial cC8oions are
largely devoted to matters of policies and strategies, the technical sessions are
devoted mainly to the revie", of technical papers in the field of agriculture, with
FAD having responsibility for the subject matter and programmes of these sessions.
The reports of the technioal sessions are invariarly submitted to the ministers for
approval in plenary meetings.

Ninth FAD Regional Confe;p£nce for Africa:

3. The Ninth FAO Regional Conference for Africa tlas held at Freetown, Sierra Leone,
from 2 to 12 November 1976. The two technical committees were held from 2 to 6
November and the ministerial meeting imnediately after, from 8 to \1.2 November.

4. 'IBchnical Committee I disoussed the Regional llepresentative's revieH of FAD
activities in the region (ARC/76/2)j eXI'Orts of tropical Hood products (rli1C/76/3)i
prospects of freshwater fisheries development in ,urica (ARC/76/4)j improving livestock
production in Africa (ARC/76/S)j and the orientation of agricultural marketing
policies in the African region \Me/76 /6).
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50 Teclmical Committee II consiu.ered African ilbricultural development, lVith special
reference' -to food producti,on (iillC/76/7); investment policy requirements for increasing
food product ion in "frica (iillC/76/8); and t"e new internat ional economic order: policy
implications for Af:cican agricultu't'e (llRC/76/l0).

60 The ministerial meeting, which was opened by the Presj,dent of Sierr", Leone mthe
rNsence of the Director-General of FAO, discussed the follm,lng substantive items:
country papers and reports submitted by heads, of delegat::'onj orienta,tion for the
future work of FAO in the region (iillC/76/9); election of two members of the African
region to the Consult at ive Group on Internat ional "'i;xicultural Res9a.rch (CGliill') and'
to the Consultative Group on Food Production and Investme"lt (CGFPI)i the reports of
the Technical COlJ'mittees i and the Freetown Declarationo The maje.r d.ecisions of
the Conference 3Xe sUlJ'mariZ.ed :.below. ...... .•_ .. , ,

. . ~ ' ....
"-,.';;:.,~._--';"

7 0 " The Conference elected the Congo and Ghana to represent the .\fncan region on the
Consultative Group on International Agriculttiralilesearch and de'dded that
Senegal and· Sierra Ulon'" should continue to'represent the regio01on ',he Consult at ive
Gro~ii'on Food Product ion and Investment. .

Q.rj,,,..!!i8.ti.o~r the fut,u.re work of'FAO in the, Afr~ regi.2n

8 0 The Conference considered document ARC/76/9, ·"hich hjghlighted the major FAO
policy orientation for the future work of the organization withjn the P5rican region.
The areas ident ified in connexion with the policy orient at ion >", 'C' ""nt n:'omot ion
training, transfer @l1adaptation of. t ech'lology r human resources dcvelopment and
fishe~ies and forestry development -;w~re endorsed.

,.. . - . .
9 (> IVbre ~pecifically'; the Confe~ence requested. F..iO to (~: [;'>(~ r· ~:; ,~,"-~.'. ·.>:-:.8 ~o

traLn;ing of extension personnel within tha envisagecl trajr,ing prO~'i"lJl;ne3 and strengthen
extension departments in schools of agricultv.re; (b) assist me"~Jel' ;3+'e.tes il1 the
structl..:.rjYIg of their extens~.on :l!:d i..'1format ion servic8s i (9) ensu:re that fellow::;hips
and training p,,"ogl'ammes "ere offered in educat ional establish!!'fmos in the region, thus
making such training more relevant to the needs of the cmmt:rieE. of the region;
(:.) .L..cr",as8Lhe pl'act ical. content of such training programroos', an44_:I;e~,·,-t,edmiOfl;l
co-operation among the countries of the region; (e) accord ~he gr'eatest prj.ol'ity to
the effect iVQ implement at ion of programnes within the prio:rity areas ident ified and
to report on pl"O€"ammes undertaken; al1d (f) recol:,'nize ~he importa.,ce of livestock
developmmit and to accord it -the neces sary priority r pa,ying spacial attent ion to
applied research,

lOll For'their part!' member Governmentfl '.:ore requ8sted to~ (::.) a:lo r :";:-6 ::eso"l!'ces
commeni'lurate with the importance of the agric'.,ltural sector; (:-» supprt FAO
measures in programmes at the national and regional levels to pror:ote agricultural
development generally and enhance regional co""operation; and, (J) ta.l{e a regular
inventory of FAO assistance to them and to indicate the effect ],':9ness of such
assistance in solving problems and enhancing agricultural prodUct ion,
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lhe Freetown Declaration

11. SiG1lificantly, in the Freetown Declaration (see annex), the countries members of
the region expressed their frustrations and hopes for the future of agriculture in
Africa. Attent ion is drawn in part icular to paragraph 10 of the Declarat ion, which
is of great significance to the work programme of i;CA in general and that of the
Join. ECAlF'AU Agi'iculture Division in fW'ticular.




