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AGREEMENT  
 

 

 

 

BETWEEN  

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT, AS 

REPRESENTED BY THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING, MONITORING AND 

ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM 

 

 

 

AND 

 

THE UNITED NATIONS, AS REPRESENTED BY THE ECONOMIC 

COMMISSION FOR AFRICA  

 

 

 

  

 

 

REGARDING THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 34th CONFERENCE OF THE  

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS OF THE ECONOMIC 

COMMISSION FOR AFRICA SUBREGIONAL OFFICE FOR NORTH AFRICA 

 



 

WHEREAS the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt (the “Government”) is committed 

to fostering global development partnerships, realizing the Sustainable Development Goals and 

strengthening African intergovernmental ties in the context of the Egyptian leadership to the 

African Union; 

 

WHEREAS the Economic Commission for Africa of the United Nations (“ECA”) accepted the 

invitation of the Government to host the 34th Conference of the Intergovernmental Committee 

of Experts of the ECA Subregional Office for North Africa (the “Conference”) in Aswan, 

Egypt, from 25 to 28 November 2019;  

 

WHEREAS the General Assembly of the United Nations, by paragraph 5 of section I of its 

resolution 31/140 of 17 December 1976, decided that United Nations bodies may hold sessions 

away from their established headquarters when a Government issuing an invitation for a session 

to be held within its territory has agreed to defray, after consultation with the Secretary-General 

as to their nature and possible extent, the actual additional costs directly or indirectly involved, 

 

NOW THEREFORE, the Government and the United Nations hereby agree as follows: 

 

 

Article I  

Date and place of the Conference 
 

1. The Conference, which includes an ad hoc expert group meeting, shall be held from 25 

to 28 November 2019.  

 

 

Article II 

Attendance at the Conference 
 

1. ECA shall invite to the Conference the representatives or observers of: 

 

(a)  States; 

(b)  Specialized and related agencies of the United Nations; 

(c)  Other intergovernmental organization; 

(d)  Intergovernmental organs of the United Nations; 

(e)  Non-governmental organizations; 

(f) Officials of the United Nations Secretariat;  

(g) Private sector entities; 

(h) Other persons invited by ECA. 

 

The number of the total representatives or observers shall not exceed 160.  

 

2. The Executive Secretary of ECA shall designate the officials of ECA to attend the 

Conference for the purpose of servicing it. 

 

The public meetings of the Conference shall be open to representatives of information media 

accredited by the United Nations at its discretion, after consultation with the Government. 
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Article III 

Premises, equipment, services and office supplies 
 

1. The Government shall provide the necessary premises, including conference rooms for 

informal meetings, office space, working areas and other related facilities, as specified in 

the annex hereto, for the purpose of the Conference, including the ad hoc expert group 

meeting. The Government shall furnish, equip and maintain in good repair all these 

premises and facilities for the effective conduct of the Conference. The conference rooms 

shall be equipped for reciprocal simultaneous interpretation between three languages 

(Arabic, English and French) and shall have facilities for sound recording in that number 

of languages as well as facilities for press, television and radio operations, as requested 

by ECA. The premises shall remain at the disposal of the United Nation 24 hours a day 

from two days prior to the Conference until a maximum of one day after its close. 

 

2. The Government shall provide suitable reception places, including a room for 

information and registration, a room for distribution of documents, a press working area 

and briefing and interview rooms. 

 

3. The Government will make available facilities for communication between Aswan and 

ECA headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; and between Aswan and the ECA 

Subregional Office for North Africa (“SRO-NA”) in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco. 

 

4. The Government shall ensure that the following facilities are made available for use by 

the participants on a commercial basis on or around the Conference premises: banking 

and exchange facilities, and mobile telephony, fax, Internet (3G/4G) and photocopy 

services. 

 

5. The Government shall ensure that the premises, facilities and services of the Conference 

are staffed as specified in annex 1, and that they operate in accordance with the timetable 

agreed upon between the Government and SRO-NA.  

 

6. The Government undertakes to facilitate the work of the Conference by providing office 

equipment and all office supplies and reproduction equipment necessary for the proper 

conduct of the work of the Conference as defined in annex 1. 

 

7. ECA undertakes to provide the interpretation and translation services of the Conference, 

at its own expense. 

 

 

Article IV 

Accommodation  
 

1. The Government shall ensure that adequate accommodation in hotels or residences is 

available at reasonable commercial rates for persons participating in or attending the 

Conference. 
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Article V 

Medical facilities 
 

1. Medical facilities adequate for first aid in emergencies shall be provided by the 

Government within the Conference area. 

 

2. For serious emergencies, the Government shall ensure immediate transportation and 

admission to a hospital. The cost of any hospitalization shall be solely borne by the 

patient. 
 

 

Article VI 

Transport  
 

1. The Government shall provide transport between Aswan International Airport, the 

principal hotels and the Conference area for the members of the ECA secretariat servicing 

the Conference, upon their arrival and departure.  

 

2. The Government shall ensure the availability of transport for all participants and those 

attending the Conference between Aswan International Airport and the principal hotels, 

upon their arrival and departure.  

 

3. The Government shall provide cars with drivers for official use by the principal officers 

of the ECA secretariat and VIP participants, as well as such other local transportation as 

is required by the ECA secretariat in connection with the Conference as specified in 

annex 1. 
 

 

Article VII 

Police protection 
 

1. The Government shall take the necessary measures to provide police and security 

protection as may be required to ensure the effective functioning of the Conference in an 

atmosphere of security and tranquillity, free from interference of any kind. While such 

services shall be under the direct supervision and control of a senior officer designated 

by the Government, this officer shall work in close cooperation with a designated senior 

official of the United Nations.  

 
 

Article VIII 

Local personnel 
 

1. The Government shall appoint a liaison officer/focal point who shall be responsible, in 

consultation with the United Nations, for making and carrying out the administrative and 

personnel arrangements for the Conference as required under this Agreement. 

 

2. The Government shall recruit and provide support staff as specified in annex 1. The exact 

requirements in this respect will be established by the United Nations in consultation with 

the Government. Some of these staff members shall be available at least five working 

days before the opening of the Conference and until a maximum of one day after its close 
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in order to maintain support services for the duration of meetings, as mutually agreed 

between both parties. 

 

 

Article IX 

Financial arrangements 
 

1. The Government, in addition to the financial obligations provided for elsewhere in this 

Agreement, shall, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 31/140, section I, 

paragraph 5, bear the actual additional costs directly or indirectly involved in holding the 

Conference in Aswan, Egypt, rather than in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, where SRO-

NA is located. Such costs shall include, but not be restricted to, the actual additional costs 

of travel and staff entitlements of twelve (12) staff members of the ECA secretariat. Five 

(5) of the twelve (12) staff members will arrive in Aswan five (5) working days before 

the Conference as the advanced team of ECA office.  

 

2. The Government shall, no later than 15 October 2019, deposit with the United Nations 

the sum of forty-seven thousand seven hundred and forty-two United States dollars 

(US$47,742), representing the estimated travel and staff entitlements of twelve (12) staff 

members of the ECA secretariat. If necessary, the Government shall make further 

advances as requested by ECA so that the latter will not at any time have to finance 

temporarily from its cash resources the extra costs that are the responsibility of the 

Government. The required deposit and the advances shall be used only to pay the 

obligations of the ECA secretariat in respect of the Conference. 

 

3. After the Conference, ECA shall give the Government a detailed set of accounts showing 

the actual additional costs incurred by the United Nations that are to be borne by the 

Government. These costs shall be expressed in United States dollars, using the United 

Nations official rate of exchange at the time the payments are made. ECA, based on this 

detailed set of accounts, shall refund to the Government any funds unspent out of the 

deposit or the advances required by ECA. Should the actual additional costs exceed the 

deposit, the Government shall remit the outstanding balance within one month of the 

receipt of the detailed accounts. The final accounts shall be subject to audit as provided 

for in the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations, and the final adjustment 

of accounts shall be subject to any observations which may arise from the audit carried 

out by the United Nations Board of Auditors, whose determination shall be accepted as 

final by both the United Nations and the Government. 

 

4. For the purpose of the ad hoc expert group meeting to be held on 25 and 26 November 

2019 in Aswan, Egypt, ECA shall pay one hundred eighty-two thousand and four hundred 

United States dollars (US$182,400) for the airfare and daily subsistence allowance, at the 

rate determined by the United Nations for the experts from ECA member States, 

intergovernmental organizations, and private sector and civil society organizations. 

 

 

Article X 

Liability 
 

1. The Government shall be responsible for dealing with any action, claim or other demand 

against the United Nations or its officials and arising out of: 
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(a) Personal injury or property loss or damage in the premises referred to in article III 

that are provided by or under the control of the Government; 

(b) Personal injury or property loss or damage caused by, or incurred in using, the 

transportation referred to in article VI that is provided by or under the control of 

the Government; 

 

(c) The employment of personnel arranged for or provided by the Government for the 

Conference referred to in article VIII. 
 

2. The Government shall indemnify and hold harmless the United Nations and its officials 

in respect of any such action, claim or other demand. 

 

 

Article XI 

Privileges and immunities 
 

1. The Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, adopted by the 

General Assembly on 13 February 1946, to which Egypt is a party, shall be applicable in 

respect of the Conference. In particular, the representatives of States referred to in article 

II, paragraph 1 (a), above, shall enjoy the privileges and immunities provided under 

article IV of the Convention; the officials of the United Nations performing functions in 

connection with the Conference referred to in article II, paragraphs 1 (f) and 2, above, 

shall enjoy the privileges and immunities provided under articles V and VII of the 

Convention; and any experts on mission for the United Nations in connection with the 

Conference shall enjoy the privileges and immunities provided under articles VI and VII 

of the Convention. 

 

2. The representatives or observers referred to in article II, paragraph 1 (c), (d), (e), (g) and 

(h), above, shall enjoy immunity from legal process in respect of words spoken or written 

and any act performed by them in connection with their participation in the Conference. 

 

3. The personnel provided by the Government under article VIII, above, shall enjoy 

immunity from legal process in respect of words spoken or written and any act performed 

by them in their official capacity in connection with the Conference. 

 

4. The representatives of the specialized or related agencies, referred to in article II, 

paragraph 1 (b) above, shall enjoy the privileges and immunities provided by the 

Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies or the 

Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Atomic Energy Agency, 

as appropriate. 

 

5. Without prejudice to the preceding paragraphs of the present article, all persons 

performing functions in connection with the Conference, including those referred to in 

article VIII and all those invited to the Conference, shall enjoy the privileges, immunities 

and facilities necessary for the independent exercise of their functions in connection with 

the Conference. 

 

6. All persons referred to in article II shall have the right of entry into and exit from Egypt, 

and no impediment shall be imposed on their transit to and from the Conference area. 

They shall be granted facilities for speedy travel. Visas and entry permits, where required, 
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shall be granted free of charge, as speedily as possible and no later than two weeks before 

the date of the opening of the Conference, provided that the application for the visa is 

made at least four weeks before the opening of the Conference; if the application is made 

later, the visa shall be granted no later than two days from the receipt of the application. 

Arrangements shall also be made to ensure that visas for the duration of the Conference 

are delivered at Aswan International Airport to participants who were unable to obtain 

them prior to their arrival. Exit permits, where required, shall be granted free of charge, 

as speedily as possible, and in any case no later than three days before the closing of the 

Conference. 

 

7. For the purpose of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United 

Nations, the Conference premises specified in article III, paragraph 1, above, shall be 

deemed to constitute premises of the United Nations in the sense of section 3 of the 

Convention and access thereto shall be subject to the authority and control of the United 

Nations. The premises shall be inviolable for the duration of the Conference, including 

the preparatory stage and the winding-up. 

 

8. All persons referred to in article II, above, shall have the right to take out of Egypt at the 

time of their departure, without any restriction, any unexpended portions of the funds 

they brought into Egypt in connection with the Conference and to reconvert any such 

funds at the rate at which they had originally been converted. 

 

9. The Government shall allow the temporary importation, tax-free and duty-free, of all 

equipment, including technical equipment accompanying representatives of information 

media, and shall waive import duties and taxes on supplies necessary for the Conference. 

It shall issue without delay any necessary import and export permits for this purpose. 

 

10. The United Nations shall enjoy the same value added tax (VAT) privileges that other 

United Nations agencies and/or international organizations in Egypt currently enjoy. 

Accordingly, the United Nations will recover any VAT paid in connection with the 

Conference from the country, upon presentation of original tax invoices. The Government 

shall facilitate the recovery of VAT paid by the United Nations for the Conference. 

 

 

Article XII 

Settlement of disputes 
 

1. Subject to section 30 of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United 

Nations or any other applicable agreement, both parties shall make good faith efforts to 

settle amicably any dispute, controversy or claim that might arise out of this Agreement. 

 

2. Any dispute that is not settled amicably by negotiations or any other agreed mode of 

settlement shall be submitted at the request of either party for a final decision to a tribunal 

of three arbitrators, one of whom shall be appointed by the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, one by Egypt and the third, who shall be the Chairperson, by the other 

two arbitrators. If either party does not appoint an arbitrator within three months of the 

other party having notified the name of its arbitrator, or if the first two arbitrators do not 

within three months of the appointment or nomination of the second one of them appoint 

a Chairperson, then such arbitrator shall be nominated by the President of the 

International Court of Justice at the request of either party to the dispute. Except as 

otherwise agreed by the parties, the tribunal shall adopt its own rules of procedure, 
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provide for the reimbursement of its members and the distribution of expenses between 

the parties, and take all decisions by a two-thirds majority. Its decision on all questions 

of procedure and substance shall be final and, even if rendered in default of one of the 

parties, be binding on both of them. 

 

 

Article XIII 

Annexes 
 

1. The annexes to this Agreement shall form an integral part hereof and unless expressly 

provided otherwise, a reference to this Agreement constitutes, at the same time a 

reference to any annex hereto.  

 

2. The exact numbers listed in the annexes may be subject to minor revisions. The final 

number of items required by the United Nations shall be communicated to the 

Government no later than 30 October 2019. 

 

3. Notwithstanding paragraph 2 of the present article, the standards and numbers of items 

listed in the annexes to this Agreement should be considered minimum standards and 

numbers. If the Government wishes to provide higher standards or more items than 

requested by the United Nations, the Government may do so after prior consultation with 

the United Nations. 

 

 

Article XIV 

Final provisions 
 

1. This Agreement may be modified by written agreement between the Government and the 

United Nations. 

 

2. This Agreement shall enter into force on the date when it is duly signed by the both parties 

and shall remain in force for the duration of the Conference and for such a period 

thereafter as is necessary for all matters relating to any of its provisions to be settled. 

 

 

SIGNED this __ day of ___________ 201_____ in Caro, Egypt in English. 

 

 

 

For the Government of the  

Arab Republic of Egypt 

 

 

 

 

 

For the United Nations  

 

Deputy Minister, Ministry of Planning, 

Monitoring and Administrative Reform 

Executive Secretary 

Economic Commission for Africa 
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Annex 1 

 

List of needs in terms of staff, supplies and logistics 
 

A – Conference hall, offices and means of communication 

Host Government ECA/SRO-NA 

 Registration area equipped with three work stations, 

two desktop computers, one network printer, chairs for 

registrants and a large table for documents 

distribution. 

 

 Information desk/counter at the entrance of the 

Conference room with one chair. 

 

 Conference room with a capacity of 100-120 seats, 

equipped with a sound system, microphones and 

headsets, audio-visual materials (video projector, 

laptop for presentation, projection screen, television 

screens, podium, flip-charts, totems, banners) with 

facilities of Internet access and a table with four chairs 

for secretariat staff.  

 Three interpreting booths with dual desks (AR/FR 

/ENG) equipped with flat-panel monitors (minimum 

17 inches) and compatible sound system. 

 A VIP holding room for the first day, to be used by the 

ECA SRO-NA Director during the Conference. 

 Five offices for ECA SRO-NA (assigned to the 

secretariat/reproduction of documents/ECA bureau 

experts/ECA office administration/translators) with 

Internet access. 

 One small meeting room for the ECA secretariat with 

Internet access. 

 Means of communication between the office and 

headquarters (including telephone, fax and Internet).  

 

 

B – Personnel  

Host Government ECA/SRO-NA 

 Security for the Conference 

 Provisions for access to health services  

 National organizing committee  

 Six ushers for registration area and other logistical 

tasks 

 One photocopy technician 

 One technician for equipment  

 One receptionist  

 One professional photographer 

 Three translators 

 Seven interpreters 

 Two secretaries 
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C - Supplies  

Host Government ECA/SRO-NA 

 Five laptops 

 Photo identification/nominative identification badges 

 Participants media kits 

 Office supplies (including paper, pens, pencils and 

writing pads) 

 One overhead projector (back up) 

 Three television screens for diffusion in common areas 

 Two photocopiers (with at least one robust) 

 Four office printers with one high capacity network 

facility 

 Twelve mobile telephone sim cards 

 High-speed Internet connection at the Conference site 

 Five laptops 

 Working documents of the 

Conferences 

 ECA publications for 

distribution 

 

 

D – Movement and other logistics  

Host Government ECA/SRO-NA 

 Airline tickets, daily subsistence allowance for 

ECA/SRO-NA staff (12 people) 

 Lunch - four days for 100 people 

 Coffee break - morning and afternoon (four days, 100 

people) 

 Cocktail reception - one day (optional) 

 Three VIP transportation services for VIP guests 

 Two vehicles with drivers for administration, finance 

and secretariat matters 

 One bus (10 to 14 seats) for transportation services in 

the country for ECA SRO-NA staff 

 Two or more buses (each with 25 to 30 seats) for 

transportation services in the country for participants 

 Shuttle airport transportation services on arrival and 

departure and during the Conference 

 Airline tickets and daily 

subsistence allowance for the 

experts participating in the ad 

hoc expert groups meeting  

 

 

 

E – Other needs 

Host Government ECA/SRO-NA 

 Flags of the countries (seven member States) and 

United Nations flag 

 Eight pennants (for seven member States and the 

United Nations) on the tables 

 Gavel for the Chair on the podium 

 Banking services at the Conference site (optional)  

 A heavy safe (deposit box) at the Conference site 

 

  

 



10 

 

Annex 2A. Estimated budget for the Conference – Host Government 
 

 

Nature of expenses  
Unit price 

(US$) 

Units/ 

Persons  
Days  Total (US$) 

Local transport       
To be costed by 

the Government  

  VIP cars N/A 3 6  

  Vehicles for administration/secretariat N/A 2 9  

  25-30 seater bus (for participants) N/A 2 4  

  10-14 seater bus (for staff) N/A 2 4  

Cost for ECA staff participation (to be transferred 

to ECA) 
   47 742 

 
Flight tickets (three persons for two inception 

missions) 
750 6 1 4 500 

 Flight tickets  750 12 1 9 000 

  
Daily allowance and terminal expenses for ECA 

team 
 7 6 12 992 

  Daily allowance for ECA advanced team   5 9 13 450 

Rooms    
To be costed by 

the Government  

  

Conference facilities (room of 100-120 seats 

with the required equipment and high-speed 

Internet connection) and lunches/breaks 

N/A 120 4 

 

  
Interpretation facilities (sound and audio-visual 

system/ interpretation booths and equipment) 
N/A 1 4 

 

  VIP room for the period of the Conference N/A 1 4  

  
Secretariat rooms with telecommunications 

facilities 
N/A 3 4 

 

  
Offices for administration, finance and logistics 

with telecommunications facilities 
N/A 2 9 

 

  Small meeting room for ECA SRO-NA staff N/A 1 4  

Communication and media items   
To be costed by 

the Government  

  
Printing services (including documents, banners 

and posters) 
N/A 1 1 

 

  Television screens N/A 4 4  

  
Participants media kits (including bags, flash 

drives and badges) 
N/A 1 1 

 

  Communication items (sim cards) N/A 12 9  

  Desktop computers N/A 5 4  

  Printers N/A 4 4  

  Photocopiers N/A 2 4  

  Video projector (back up) N/A 1 4  
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Support/logistics personnel     

To be costed 

by the 

Government  

  Security guards N/A    

  Ushers N/A 6 5  

  Photographer N/A 1 4  

  Receptionist N/A 1 4  

  Technicians N/A 2 4  

  Flags, pennants and gavel N/A 8 4  

  Mobile health services N/A 1 4  

  Heavy duty safe N/A 1 4  
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Annex 2B. Estimated budget for the Intergovernmental Committee of 

Experts Meeting – ECA SRO-NA 

 
 

Nature of expenses  
Unit price 

(US$) 

Units/ 

Persons  
Days  Total (US$) 

Cost for expert group meeting participation    132 800 

  Flight tickets  800 50 1 40 000 

  Daily allowance for experts 278 50 6 83 400 

  Terminal expenses for experts 188 50 1 9 400 

Technical secretariat    49 600 

  Interpreters 700 7 4 19 600 

  Translators on site 3 000 1 1 3 000 

  Translations of documents 27 000 1 1 27 000 

Sub budget II (ECA SRO-NA) 182 400 

 

______________ 


