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THE PQLITIC/1L ECON:O.MY OF COLONI.l'~ TJ).NGllNYlJ<A, 1890-1939• 

Part i . ..;. Th~ creation ~f ' th~· 'oolclnial econ~rw by violence,, .. 189ü-1906·. 
' ~ . . . f -. . 

The nineteenth ceritury: was. a period of considerable change 

· in Ea:st -:Afriaa. · Means· of maintai'liiilg a live'J:ihood1 s6ci()i...political 

strUètu:tes ahd ·'dùl tural VéÙu.és were all' steadily transformede 

êelming . on ·t :he scene in the latter -part of the century, the co loma 

lists altered the pace and· directio'n of change; and the initiative 

for controlling their evolution was forcibly wrested from the co~o-

nised P9r1?.~?-t.io!1-.• ,, Thi!3- could not happen ov~;rnight • · Ea,ther, the 
" _\_-{ 1 ·, . 1 ~ ~--·-:~.-;_ .-· - --~." • • ' • • • - • ~ •• • • •• --~ ~- • • • 

institutionalisation of colonial structures of production and poli• 

tical control ;ccÛpied a phase, which in ~nzania lasted for abQut 

twenty~ years, beg:Ù~ing_ i~ 1SB2 ~d intensifying ~u~ing the 1890s.1 

In_ 1890, the Imperial German goverrunenj . undertook direct poli

tÜml supervisio_:t:!._2f the co]2nY of German East · Aftioa.. The D.O.A'eG 1 

the chart ered ·company which previoüsly · shoüldered this · responsi bi li ty, 

·was unable to carry ·out . the first task of colonisàtion: r~mely, 

conquest. From 1890 onwarda1 the German government brought about 

subjugation and started to or~ise an economy geared to~ards expor

ting its surplus,particularly in the form of primary agricultural 

oommodities. Annual reports for German East Africa during the 1890s 

and the first yea.rs of this century indicat·e a high level of invesa. 

tigatioh of the topograph;y, geology 1 elima te and the . plant and ani

màl species. 2 The building of r~~d~~ bridges and tho Usambara Rail

way (Tanga Line) .were major inputs into the new colonial oconomy, 

along • wi th the conptruction of a floati~g dock a\ Dar es Salaam 
.,. 

and the introduc~ion of lighters and riverain vossels. Other 

fo~dation works for the export-orientod economy included the issue 

bf è~~n~ . ·~~~ notes, . th~ establi~hme~~ of ~~v~;~~erit-cont~iied 
. . :1. . -~- "i.<. .-_. • ' - ~ • • · -

m:à.rket halls and the spread of customs postse 

. . 
' . ·' 

.. -. 
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Trade between German East Africa and the outside world came 

under closor German control,- this being one of tho primary r easons 

for colonisation. By 1912, Germany supplied over half tho imports 

of its East African colony, and the proportion was highcr with regard 

to experts. This meant a doubling of the German sharo of import/ 

export a s it stood in 1895.3 Since Zanzibar for many years retaincd 

its nineteenth century dominance in trade with the coast, the D.O.A.G., 

and subsequent German administrations sought their share of the move

ment of goods to and from Zanzibar. 

TI{E POLITICAL ECONO~IT OF COLONIAL _~G~IKA, 1890-~9~ 

Nor could India be casily eliminatGd from the Indian Ocean trade 

network. In order to cash in of African/Indian trade , the German 

East Africa Line ran a specia l shipping service to Indian ports.4 

.. - .Although German colonial pre...E§-rations were thorough, ~d although 

Germans captured a. large proportion of the trade to and from German 

East 4frica, they romained restricted to the coast and to the trade 

rout es which copnect~ the i~i~an~_ tho coast. T'no Germans at 

first concontrated on ousting Arabs and Swahilis from tho pre-colonial 

export trade which t i cd up wi th the India.n ocean notwork. Hence, 

thore o.ro so the conflict with Abushiri in 1889/90. For years t here

after, tho main concorn of the German administration wa.s to improve 

ca.ravan roa.ds. Thousands of port ers werc still used, experiments to 

introduoe animal-drawn wagons .. bcing timid and unsuccesful.5 Y.lhen 

the Usambara Railway was projocted to start from Tanga in 1891, the 

a im ~Jas to r oa.ch I1ombo and use i t as an ontrcpot for up-country cara

vans, espocially from Lake Nyanza (Victoria). The progress of this 

r a ih;ay was extremely slow; and after tho British completed thoir rail

wa;y from Mombasa to Port Florence on lake Nyanza in 1901/02, oommeroe 

was dive:rted into British hands. To succeed in their self-appointed 

task of extraoting surplus from what is ÙÜii rrainland Tanzania, Rwanda 

and Burundi, the Germans hastened to implement their own major rail

way project - the Central Line, starting from Dar es Salaam in 1905 

and r eaohing J.iorogoro by 1907. 



REPRODUC_TION/369:: ~ 
Page 3. 

Africé1Il resistance wa s a decisive factor in the late sta.r.t 

of tho colonie.l ocono~. I:Iany areas vJero not subdued until, the . 

early y ear s of this cèntury, especia lly .in Kigoma and Ruanda/ 

Urundi. The l aunching of colonial activiti_e~,1 such as tho building 

. of roads and govornment ~' v1a.s into:rtwinod t>Ji th violent con-

: qucst; and fe,roed l abour wa s promincnt ovcrywl~~· Then came the 

laws imposing taxes on the subject Africnn pov.ula.tion, a lthough in 

somo districts t ax wa s not collect cd until a f çJW yçnrs b ofore tho . . 
first :World l:Tar. Often the drive to col~oct hut and pool tax wa s 

a thinly-voil.Ç,>.d prolongation of the a ggrossion . of conquest, invol

ving hut.:.burn-ing, the :scizing of ca ttlo a nd sna tching of- womcn.
6 

Both_thc slav e tra.de and the institu~~~~~2f sla~ê~~ê . i~~r9=. 

duced by tho .A!1'.bs . stood in tho .way of colonia l ven~uro~, _ and j~_l!.\'1: 

wer e olinina t od by the Germa.ns • . Howov or, a diffe r ent form of 
. . . ' 

forced l~~~1r _1>J:éi(-S introd~, comprising shor~-:-term s ervice on 
·'·· ., ...,· ·:: :. ·· ... ~ . . . :.···· .. . ·: . ~·· . . . . . ~ ... . - .. ~ . .. . . - ·- . .. .... . -

construction sit es, on priv<,1te I!Ju.ropoan esta t e s and on colloctive -

shambas whos e produco went. to . the Germans • · This coercion wa.s . s e t .. 

in train by Gor~n civilian and mi~itary a uthorities ; and :j..t was · 

usuall,y .~up.orviscd by paid Swahili/Muslim agents, .who b ocamo-:the 

jum~es anc~ ~ Jf coa.sta l and inla.nd Afrioan oornrm.mi tic s• : Tho , 

front lino of Ge r man colonia l a uthori t y vm s a.l s o manncd by Jlf:ri-oans: 

na mcly, the askaris of .the milita ry .and police units• They. we.re ·· 

origi!k"tlly drmm from Somalia 1 Sudan and southom . Mozambique t ·o 

ensure non-fra t ernisation wi th loca l Afrioans • . 1 SubsGquo:ntly{ . :: 

Ma.nyoma. f -rom tho Congo .wer o fn.vourod for tho sa m.o r easop. 1 : whilc 

rocrui ts from wi thin German East Afriop. wor c post cd, out s ide of> ·. · 

the ir orm, (!.rea s. 7 
. . · .: ._, 

· 'A grot1Uea l{ o:f· tho dirty work of · German éolonia lism -wa s - · · '· · 

neccssa rily im-2.leinentod by the jûmbos, a ldd.a.s a nd askaris • ·.' They 
saw to tho r9.9;y__isi tioning of forced labour, tho ~ollection of' tax es 

and tho punishment of default and insubordination. Thraugh a r ola

tivcly high VJagc in the œ .sc of the a.skaris, and through having 
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their salaries tied to tàx collection in .the case of thG . jumbes and 

akidas, these particular Africans were given a stake in the colo-

nial ·$ystorn. They had a rclatively freo hand whcn they woro doaling 

with' follow llfricans~, and thorcfore they .frequontly r csorto'd to 

intimida tion and extortl.on.8 · Many heredita ry rulers werc also roduced 

ta .tho statua of· overseers on bohalf .of German mastors. This appliod 

even to tho d evolo-ped Bukoba., Rua'nda and Urundi, whose rulors woro 

given only a slightly grea.ter rneasuro of frcodom than others. In 

most pa.rts of the country; tho t radi tional law onfbrcors such as tl1o 

~ and the Ivlnyarnpara.s becarne in effoct colonin.i askn.ris ~ who 

brought force to bear 011 the ir Ovm people to got thom to work for . 

tho Gormnns. 

Tho ~ widc~read resort to ~O~l:l._to_i~tiato color1~ E:'?-' 

ductio~- ~ln.tions is lar~ely expla.inod '\)Z;_ .the .fact. -that labour was 

not usualiy a cotnmodity within tho indigcnous Afrioan economies; -

and therc was little roason for this process to :take place sponta

nèously. Sorne tens of thousands of central Tanzanians héid becorne 

accustorried to porteragc in the pro-colonial po:dod. These (mainly 

Nyamviezi) ·vJerc afton willü1g to ·continuo in this occupation or to 

make tho transi ti6n 'bO -ether forrns of hirod labour. · But, wi thout 

force , the Gern~s oould not fill the r~ks even of tho porters; 

and violence was frequently neceei'sary to got Nyamwezi to work on 

plan.tations.9 Besides 1 Gerrrnn Eastkfrioa wn.s a typica l colonial 

situation in whioh taxes ·woreirnposcd on Afrioans not so · muoh for the 

revenue whioh resultod but as a rneans of propolling thorn into the 

labour mrket and tho rnôney e>no!I\Y, and thorcby drawing off. tho 'sur

plus. Such moqhanisms for alienating the product o~ peopleis labour 

were fcw and t-1eak in _!>re-colonial East Af.r.~· fileir introduction 

~nevitab~ e_yoke~ African bew~ldermont and hostility, whioh i~ _tu.l:'n 

were mot by European for~e exerciscd in the namo of l aw and ordcr• 
. - _ . :.~- • • • 1 • 

rf . 

~ -
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~lonisçd f.fri~ wor~ to __,P-rog.uce ~1'21~<!..=+-2.~~ PE.q.-: 

~2f()1:{ ·<?.,o-rrirrio'di t ios • To.: gain a ccèist:i to at:porta.bÙ3· S'Uï''Ï:llur5· tJhich 

·· ·. woulci î mmodidol y r opn.y coloni s ing of'f'orts, t ho Germ1.ris ··fo:r:;od or 

. oncbürag·od Ai:fica.ns to continùc t'ho htmting of iyo~:y_: amt ··t·ü- i nton-

sify tho colloctioh o·f b 8'ësvmx and rubbor·•· Tax at this· oe,r ly st<:tgo 

was oft cn in k i nd, utilising thesc v ory products. Hoi,..;ov or, by t ho 

l i:l.t e 1890s t tho cul tivi:l.tion of sisnl nnd of no~' vitriëtios o ~: cotton. 

rubbor 1 g r oundnut s and coffoe wore domc..nded of !.fricans - e~_thor in 

t h o c"'po.ci t y of portsant s or · a s pai d l t::.bouror s ., 

Hnving . no special r opuk.t ion a.s - é). ;produoer of vnluabl<?~ls,, 

~.an fust Africa 1-vas ~ooks.d upon w.i!Jün tho imporiaJJ.-.~.:L.l?F~oduCJ__ti ~Yl. 

~stçm __ ,E~ o_n~ of tho myids._:~::_~~2! ~_}'~i_c_E}.tux:_<::].~l'.E-lL.!!§:.tSL~..:,;lE~Cl.~E~e~~t~c__s 

incrons2_c~}\UJ:!k'ln and industr~onsump-G ior~.J-n __ !,ho mqtropoles___p.nd 

Fo r instance 1 tho domcmd for oil-soeds 

Ql'lC~ coffo o ~-.ras tiod up t-.r i th the gro\vth of n l n.r go cons umer nli.;,r kot: 
.~ ~ 

as tho pott y bourgeoisie and tho orgmüsod pro l otaria t ma de successful 

derrnnds f or highor living standn.rds. Tho dem:.nd for rubbor from 

Eeu3t Lfricn ~oiet.s consequ ent upon the g rowth of European tochnology 1 

which put r ubbor to nove l u ses 2.nd f ound lJotter methods of coagul a 

tion and processing . Tho promotion of cotton end sisal con s ti tut o r::.:co 

nnothor v2riant on tho thome of metro poli trm mnr kot dc pondœ1cy . T~wr~o 

. fi'J?res~.oro ro~irs;~ . of ~~.Jlfrica· _ ~L_ __ do;c:,._~"};.~'YL - ~0 l assen i_Jiclup.t_J.j_~~ 
. §.ependenc-e on :r>aw materi.§l-1 soUrces _ S'l_'?.ll~'ls.-~t.h_~·-A~or c'2._t_tcz.l'l.t .o:~~1 

~~xi~~f?2: si~pd heneguen). 

The colonia l politicn l.economy wn.s g iven it s di s tinctivene ss 

not s o much !w t ho n ow export co mmodi ti es but _ by the socio::_()CO~l~~ 
' 

for~ ~ntr<?_duc e9:_ for th~r ~roduct~. Tho Gorma.ns cxpe rimr,ntod 

vli th_ C0 n1~1[1,l . f 2.rm§ '\:&1~_9h c•b~().,~= SUJ?.9_!'~i.Sb~)- rS,._i:l.SJ..!!i21~1CG to ,tl').~j,.E_."'.,~ 
. . 10 

.9ljiton~} ~'·0:~.cn.1J. ~?.,.l:Jp. ~bss,-LJ?Jl:~.-~ho l n.bour 1r·Ii:!:,S. 09 9.,rcsq • Al· :~c:r12:9.ti_y_e):X.: 
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they J.,eft .A.fricru1s to organis a l abour in thcir ovm. way on thoir 
... 

6wn landj and oxploi t ati on ·~as offec.!_cd through Pri·cc mech.:mi,sms 

when~'th~ - c,rop wa s solde ln thi~ way~ a ·' mc-irks,t~ricntod poasa.nt:r;z 

a :roso OU'G . of tho selfsufficiènt communi ties • . Af:.ricans ncà r the 
' - -- . . .. -

coast in s outhcrn Tanganyika wcr e the first to move to peasant 

production, 1-1ith cot·toh fis their st~pl.o• Tho.so .iniand area s whioh 
' . . . 

wor e pa rt of the earlior export connoction ' involving ivory and olav os 
. . · .. ... _: .· f ' . ·_. . t . : . . ~-

were also quickly tiod to tho metropole s by tho cash crop noxus. 
· -t . ; .~i r.: -

Previous f amiliarity with a given crop or a s imila r spocios would 

obviously havo made tho transition ee..sior, as with cotton on t ho 

Lakos, robusta coffoe in Bukoba and grôundnuts .in centra l Tangi'..nyi kc . • 

Howov er, tho cultivation of .. f'.;; . s.trCt.ngo . . plru1t· could b o r oci.dily rnt1.s t cr ocl 

•. as happonod wi th ctr abica coffoe in Kilirnanjnro from tho 1890s . 

The .presence of missionario.s aiid whi tc s cttlors in thi s nr o2. f o..ci

litatod tho a c qui si ti on of s oods·· and relevant t echniques. • 

Hhi tc s ottler ngricul turc wa s limi ted mc·ünly to tho Usarnbar as 

suring tho fir s t two deca des of German rule. A certain pro-sct-Glor 

stra i n had cha r a ctorisod German colonia lis m since tho time of Carl 

.Feters, but the pra ctica l results were few. Thore wore only 86 

settler s in tho coli!my in 1900 7 and so the three-fold increa se to 
. .· . .. . 11 

284 by 1905 wa s not reelly impress ivo. Plantations woro far more 

s i gnificant the..n s ottler f a rms. They woro distributùd ' in the 
. . . . ~ 

Usambaras, Tanga , Pangtmi 1 Lindi and along tho first stage of the 
. . : _; ' 'i a .. , . - ···: . . . , . 

Centre.. l LDiê from Dar e s S;ü aam to ·Morogoro. Coconut s , rubbor, cotton 

and sisa l 1vere all "planta tion cropsn during tho early y ears o By 

1904, thore vJor o sorne 5 million to 7 million rubber trees, consti tu

ting tho 1argost plantation s ector;, Sisal was not f a r bohind i n 

a creage and 'V'i:Ü.ue• Cultiva tion having sta r g od .in tho t 890s , ma t ur a 

si sal~e<:wes 1.verG b Ging eut nt thG turn of t he ccnturn anë:. by 190::; 
'' 

production vms up to 1 ;397 tons worth 1.1 millibn marks., 
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Th~ plant at im;r :was::, ~.hB mos t ·importani( · i;rmqvation i~ t ho f .o rme .. -
• 

0 
O 

0 ~ O O ' :::::E>?A " ' ' O O O 0 o • 0 O 
0 

O O o O ""-~~''"7' '= 0 A · =:---=:"' ~A :. 

ti ve period of .!~JL :ço lonia L po l;i. t,ic~.l e.s ol}211\'}'", under,j Jerma.n· he.g_emo~. 
' '. ' ...... .... . 

It -wa s ': a · socio~conomic' · ont:i t,Lids_~J.lY~~suit ed to mctropoli_t an _capi

talis :t -inve stment• i n t he·. co.lor:t;x:_, '21l_cl,_); .. "t.,:..@~ in vrel;t wi th_,_:tlo t_i~ms 

of raci st and cultura l SU.@'Gma~ whioh wont hnnd in h,and wi th tho 

desire to o :x:ploi ~ .flfric~ 1s rcsou.rc~s o _gg_mbining both fic~ Rgric~-

.' .ture j nd d egreo .. of fir st-stage proc ~ssinlh. the plaiJ.tat ~ims _ roQuired 

.... Ï~rgo ..s:._~o~JE_g~ i;nd,-c~pital · e.~1d _JSr~-~.bour.~~.EJ..~n_g_ with _0 ·_irmll 
' -.. - ' . - ~ - .. - . . :'·:" .:.- ·. _. . . .. - : .. _- ._ : :_ ·;,:. : . . . . '12 . ' ' .. . . . .... . .... . 

,e li ts,~orp~ of ~'L~l:!J-ocu2,~J29.EVis<?.E,~~~ · ThiS pe.rticulnr · · .. · 

fo·r~· -ür ' tho . ëi ;rg~:~is~t ion: 'of i~bour a nd _ca pita l ~as dolibcr a tely" 

ohoson and appliodo Thore was nothing intrinsic to any crop whioh 
• ( 1. • . 

made i t botanica Ü y or othervrise a lipl ant ation crop". Rubber wa s 
.. ,· ··.: '/ 

cultivated on plantations ,by s et t lers and by African peasants; 
. . • i ' . . 

copra wa s _produced by Europeans, Arabs )and Africans _(sometirries 

within a _semi-feuda l fra mework); while cotton was already being 
. ~ • r 

grown by;several ~?ong:qn.yika.n. . C<?mmuni ti es in the pre-colonial pe~iod . 

As would be expeoted, st :rikin_K _differe:qces existed between 

the ' political , pow~r of ·Jifrican pe§l-san~CJ._nd that of t]:le -. s et3;le~s 

and : ~lan-tàtion owners .. Indeed, g_eas?-_nt:;t~~sed no poli tica]; 

power· during thé ·yeélrs in qu.estion. With r egard
1 
to the othet two ; 1 .· 

groups , thère _was :an i n t er ÇJ sting di,spari t y i n their relative aocess. 

to po-wer~ .Sèttler s wi ol ded mQrn po~flucnc.e th<;J.p. their 

numb~rs would suggest. Their comrmmi ti es were given lega l sta j;us 

, with r opresentat,ive Dis trict Counoils :from 1901, and they Here 
; ., ; . . 

rep_res ented on the . Governor' s Ad':~s .ory Council and other boards . 

Ther e vtor e clos e t~ es . be~w~en .s~ttlers· , tho a dministration and the 

military; Çtnd they 1.;rer e alloca t ed ha.l f of the incarne fro m African 
. \ . . ' ' .· . .. . . 13 . . . . '' .\. r-

hut tax1 along with_ ?ther subv~mtions o Nev orthel ess, t~o set! l ers 
. ; . . ' - . 

wer e at best sma.ll oapita lis t s or pet t y bourgeoi s , and sometimes they 

ranked mer ely as impecunious farmers and adventurers. Neither 

wi thin :t._{w co~o~ nor . out s ido c c:m~-cf.~eJ .. :tl_<:J r i~:Q~-<:.~- .!!l~a.:.s~~~ 

the PO\-Ie r of the capita list s who Oivned planta~_isms and who wer o, 

associa.t ed i th banker f:'l--L i~~trialist s~l_J.l.J?J?ing_ a,Ed r~i ~ro.a~q 
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magnat ost big com:ner.cia l house~ and rich capi talis t la:ndlo~~~-~12 

Germany~ : In· :1901 1 abse11tee plantatioh:. ovme:r;s : living in Gor many . 

fotinded the Uni on Qf Gcrrrcn East Africa.n Plant at i ons , .a.n: or t?ani sa,

tion ·,-vhich .oxor.cisod ;quasi·~ovcrrimontal funct ions wi th resp~çt to 
• ·'' • ' • 1 

l .. l l " 14 . CO OITJ.a · po. l:Oy o ' 

Sett l or fa~mers.:i abs~.È..l1tation ownors and pl antat ion · 

Il'Jél,riagors · made èom~~2,?.,:.,Uso ··a n._ ~tpg~· ~i~:Jsuo of 1àbouro The:!:_rr·~ricultural 

6oeratio~~ · me'a:t1,.L_~oth_j;ho al~~~at ~ on of Airi.can J.a:m ·as ueil as . the:: reduc-
. . . 

tien. of @_~t .9! t~o.çaU2~l~;t i <?n to the s~ta:tus o:f vJsge labourera • . 

Without Af:tica.n l abour, c~lonial capi tal invest~ont wa.s va l uol oss 

and tho forci bl y a c :pl.irod land was also u.sol ess o The r oforo, farmorS 

and . plant er s. UsGd th~ c0ol1i a l =sta t c t6 ' socure t 'he 'coercio:ri of 

Africari labour e · Tho p'opul at ion in tho a ctua l j:Jlant'a tion si t es ·· ·· 

r esistod' plahta tion work, going t hor e under clonstrà ints 'such as 

f amine bondit'iori~ . Othcnviso , t hey f01 .. md i t moro converti ont to gr oN 
... ( . . . . . . : . . : ' . . 

foo d for salci to . i'ho esta t e s.; Bot1,Joon 1900 and 1 902, Tanga pl ant ors 

got t}'lo goyernmont .. t o s t a_rt settlemont sc~cmos t o ~ eloca.te sorne 

NyalllV!ezi l abour near the plantations , but théso f a ilod , l oadin? .:t;o 

dependance ' on short-t orm r ocrui t ment from c·onsidor ab1 o d i s t ances : . . . . . 

notably from Songea, Unya!1'lV<Jez i and Stikrnaland. Co ore ion and abuses , 
_.....;;...;....._......;_..;· . ~ .. - . 

wer e · rampani in''.the sphere of roo:ryi.i!E,~~..t. ·wi th 2.Jow Af:r:_i ca.l!r., g]li~fs 

playing a ' rolo _very .siiuilar to -~_ mid§!..s?m~,.;...E.s>J.c...i~:r'l~-.th<.3.:.....slave 

tra de •15 

1'Jages for planta tion l abourcrs and ether workërs wore i ni tÛdly 

low, ' and they woro deprossod a.s saon as t he co l oni a l s t a t e machi~ 

nery pUshed moro Africans Ôn ta tho l abour ma.rkot, as was tho case -

by 1903. Living and worki ng condi tions HOr o oxtromcl y poor; àncl 
'1 ï - - ' 

any attompt tb osco,po ~oJas brandocl ti.s ' desert ion', a rid ·t r ont cd :a.s a 

4 . 
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crimina l offonco lia blo to imprisonmont. Africans who wor e in t ho 

~. omploy of Gorrnans ; suffered day to day ..abùses and br'titn.li ty, and 

. :t~.è.~.o . _fî;Ps:t deôcide.s.-_of .. :t;h,o G8rman Èast Afriêan coÏoiiia l r egime wor o 

- . .. ... ' -- ..... _ _,..... _ _.. .. ···-· 

J) ' .L ..:., .• · ~- :_;.: v. ~:--: .. ~-.' ... 1 ' ;.. 

·- ·- . .. -- ~~ .. . ... , ~ .. -:·· .:::.: '"~~: .... -~ ._ .. ...._:_.- . ~ . ' . ' ... -· ··· . •.-;• ... 

·Pa.rt ir - Rof'orrri1 ont er onchffient and su..E.E_lus _§ene~ati?~06-19J 4 
·- - , :· .. " ._._,_' ' :• . . . . .. 

,- . Even Hho r o Africa.n ~;J · had beon 'pac.ifiod 1 , they did no~ ac-

qu:i,oscç i n loss of s ovoroi gn:ty .when thi s assumod the form of forc ocl 

._l abou;r ,. taxat ion and )J_ru.~E!- lity ;from Oormans . aJ?.d the~r .Afrioan 

minions . Tho Majj._ :Maj.i wars provido conclusi v o evidence . t o this 
. ~ . ~ ~ 

off cet. Sups_sg_u o:nt to and P.~.E.!l:Y bccause of thi s r esistance, tho 
,. 

a·orma:n:s soûg!li~i.~.L.sform t ho worst- <:ï:lwd:;s?s of oxplo.i tatien and 

· QQJ2r o$sion•17 · Th~ GÔroon wotking ~lass. ~ar3~j._t rop~csdntod 
•• : · · · • •• 1 ·· · • · .r " · · · • ' 

in tho Gdr~ri?,_ll_~.El~!l-t- _ lii .. ~thS). Sc?2J~l .Jioriioçil'.§;.iê~t · ~ho Jed . t~,ll,S·-
sure of . tho kinds· of abuso·s·· introd~ced into colonial to~~r ::·.t~rios 
-~--~~- ~-~~--~~-~- ---.S::."'"""---.r=o<'""~"""-"'""~-~ • ..I~~~-=-~...,_,_,_,=--.::::~~~- ~~._,....,..._,.....ot" ... __ ""' 

. • - --t • ' 1 

by ~!E_or'iaJi.st oxp,mi..sion~_ They vôtod. fo r tho creat ion of a form2.l 

poli t i ca l organ in Germany vJhicl1 ~ould. bo ari:sw~:;.~abl~ to . pe.r~·. ia:nœ1t 
in govorning tho coioni8s ; ·white i n Goroon. Êast Afri ~a i t ~ clf tlv:; 

. . --~-- ~-~~~-~~~-~~-- ,..,. ....,.._,.~- -~ ~-.s:=~-=~-- ~ 
' . - - . . '• 

most i m. ortent r oforms _ t ~ti,od -to rem2_v,b~_t .l~o~J?2JJ.~.!'~ 91.2.~oz: ·~L;.JK . :J,n:;;_;.:~.-~: 
' !1 ,· • • ·- ' ._ ; • . 

from tho han(].!l~ of priva.t o indiv~~u~ls a nd -~~ha.si f3.~ ....... ~'2.!nmo:J:!t r ~~-
. . . • • . • 1 

role ~n su~is.ing l abour rolatJ2_~s. For t hi s l a tt er p~:c>pose ~ 

Di s trict êommi ss i onor s wer o a ppol.ntGdo Forcod l ab.our ;,.~. s partially 
•' ' . 

curbod. , and so too VIras tho a r bi tra ry bohavior· or'' govornmont jumbos, 

akid~c : and a slŒ.ris o As a ~ompl_2_l!!ont t o this _l ?sseninf of j oorciX9., 

moasui~sj: __ .~-~nific~üit~àmo~t ·oD:2~~'Ùr~-~~:t.....J~as ~Von )èi poa~nt 
..E.E_Oduction :f.n bio ~~~ of .l?..,OE! îJT.ajl_ 'Majl r ëformse 

····l .. 
,\ . . 
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A n~oro liber al phase was a pror oquisit o for tho Ol').tr.;:;nchment 
t· 
of colonia l c~pitQ.list r e l a tions. Tho colonial oconow wa,.s · entronche~ 

. .. ' 

wh._91! it _j.nc~2X.E.<2 .. tat od o:.tl?-.S. mai<?l'l~ i:_h_(!u~f.rican ;Es:.EUla tion...L aEd when i t 

s et in moti.on a ser.ies of factors vlhich caused.Af12:_ca.ns t.o accomoda;~~ 

the n.ew __ <:?..:rd~ E._e~ce~y, will.il!gg and. ~-rL_2!1thuS:iasiii.oally.... Ca:ercion 

r om:'"\i :'lod throughout a cri tica l c l emont wi thin t he co l onia l ;=; i t w.tion , 

::'··"but o'nco 't ho s e lf-sufficiont African econorrtî os h~d booü pm'iôtra t od , 

African § jhs._m~cüy~ê.~ll.~ht to :e_artic~~~S~J:!LJ.ho omcr_gont ~9oloni~. r 

· · · e·coB~rrW~~~l~S~: . . t.o~. i~:f].~~o t~~~-·yn lP.iS:.l~~~hoy_ T)Q_!'t i.~J:_paf.c;s~12l 

this ·~vau_:~_l:l;_o~~intcmanco . a nd . oxt0l~.i~P.~<?..f..S2J.?.E.~éi!_~~:hon~_JJ,oca.~g. 

spo~~.· 

cà.sl{2i9.9.ds. _b2l, ~~ihg Q.;,9,EO ~--which ~~~.JEr:. !'_~ot_s.J?.J-..s .• .f.()L..!!!~noy.=1.1.~~~-:lJ~ 
• • •• ' . • • ~- •• • •• • • .• ; • • • • 1 ' .. • ,{ •• , 

· · with · tho ~~b,.YSJ'.,!J~O~s mar ket as tho ultirnaj;_()_~~:t~a'U:_(),!!~ Ce s'1. cr:Jp 

f 8.rming 1,.Jas · tho ·l oast onorous fo rm of mootine: tho do;nands o.f an 

e'Conorrf:i.é syston\ which Africans woro pOvJorJ. osË: ·to roj oct and 1Arhich 

they incroasingl y a ccoptod as cff or1ng ocrtâ i n rowa r ds i n ·goods and 

· servi ce . · Tho moment t ha t transport b~camc ava.ilabl o in' 6, locality 

in ·Gor mc.l'J. K'\st Africa , i t Has u sually tho Africa n popul a tion which 
. 8 

t ook act i v e stops to bring commoditi os to a wi dor rrr:i.~kot.1 , This 

· invol vod initia lly little disruption to thoir provi ous agricultura.l 

cycle . They st ill gr ow thoir basic food àrtd pr6vidcd for -üJ.Oir ovm 

subsi stonco ~ They know thoir own onvironmcnt Rnd they worc not v ery 

v ulnerabl e to market fluctua ti ons . For thGso r GC\.sons, African p~ ..... 

sants wor.s_~ll;~~l0· 1±~ officl. o:rit producoL~Jl~n the EluEo ;ecci.n 11.<?Jt

comor . .ê..J.. _i~s_pJ)o of utilising onJi hand tooïs. They compo-::od succoss-

fully wi th pl antations and moro so 1/IJi th scttlors , who l a éked capite.l 

in tho amounts which would have boen nocossar y to outwoigh tho a.dvan

t agos of pensants opora ting a t n oar subs i s t onco l ovol. ~)2::;i~ng 

theso f a ct s , t h o Gormns a ft or 1 go6 turnod. to E,SESUasion t o a~~S~l.. 

~12;:;r~È_9. X:~_~a.nd output of t ho ca sh crop p~2. sa1}-t ry . 

' . 
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Cot ton was firs t .g rown a s a plantation 2.nd settler crop a~ 

the Rufiji d~lta , at S~dan i and a round r~1orogoro/Kilosa , _but tho 

rdurns woro poor as compa r od t o crops Hhich pensants brought to 

market a t little economie oost t o tho colonisor s e Aft cr 1906 1 in 

spit c oLprotests f rom f a rm'?rs a n?. ~ant '?_r..E-..t..Jl~c Imperial~ German 

govcrnmcnt and i ts agents promotod ~nsaQi;....gro~m cotton throu~~~- 

seed dis tribution' tcèhhièa~vico, J.E:~cre2.so of ginnÔrio s a nd 

small ' crcdit a dvanceso An annua l av or 2.gc of up to 800 tons of 

cotton secd was distributcd in Kilwa , Rufiji a nd Lindi, nnd up t o 

500 tons wcnt to Bagamoyo, Moshi/Arusha. 1 li'JWanza and Morogoro/Kilosae 

Already in 1908, Africans worc oxporting tHo-thirds of the cotton 
~ . 19 

experts; and by 191 .2 they a ccountod for f ivo-s ov cnths of tho total. 

The story of ooffoo w2.s somGwhat s Î mil2.r. Coffoo coasod t o bo é'. 

planta tion crop '·from 1909 7 but i t provod t o bo ono of t ho v er y fo1~ 

crops whiriJh sott l or s ' càul d succossfull y g r ow é'.nd cont ribu to t o t ho 

export-oriont od oconomy which t ho met r opo l e cnvisagod. Tho German 

colonia l a uthoritî os ca mo t o discourage s ottlers with sma.ll ca pital, 

and gave t hCir ba cking to tho white coffoo gro~rors who had l a r go 

f . ~h l(\ ·.1. . 20 1'1 rtl 1 Af . t a rms ln ·., o l lméW JOro a r ca ., 1~evo~-~ , - rlca n peasan _._ . ..llrS'_-

duction o_f _ c o_ffoo JlélS al~o J2.rO mot o'd é?-n~-- i!_.sm~}!t_ up with sett]._or~~ 

output by 1912• Coorcion a nd t axes v.;oro stil l u sod to oxt ond i\frican 

cash crop f .:'rming of éof f oo in Dukoba e.nd cot ton in ~~wanza and Mu soma o 21 

On tho ot hor hand , the a l t c_r!la t:b.Yo _<? f ~cal:Jh .,.SJ,I~<2.P .• .:.Jarm:h_n.K_ was cl'Oatl.;y: 

pref orreg. t~ .s~s:.l?-_:l;11~..,L,_as...,Eo rtcrag~~:iJg'al_~• .: 

Apa rt r 'r om tho ma jor export crops·, lifricc;,ns furni shod the 

Gormans with a va ri ot y of a.gricultura l product s which coulcl oithor 

b o cxportocl or con"sumod l oca.lly: not abl y , g r oundnut s , sosa mo 1 ma.i zo , 

millet, rico and ~oans. A l a r g e proportion of tho l abouring popu~ 

l a tion was onga.god in plant a tion or poC'.sant production of ca sh crops 

which wcr ci' not dostinod for the loca l Illc!.rkct , ov o'n whon they · •v-or e 

ediblc. Thoroforo , sorne areas spociali s ing in food v.roro wolcomo . 

The German a~thorities regretted the importation of rice from. 
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Indin. , a nd . f n:vourod tho commercin.1isa t i on of rico U1anga , M-vmnza 
' 22 

and othcr pa rt·s of t ho co1ony. Aftor 1 908, tho a mount s of hut 

and poll t ax r ecov er od incroa sod st o~.dily in a 11 a r ons a nd rnarked1y 

in otho'r~ ~- such .. a s Mwanza e..rid Lindi. Thi s wa s a good i ndex to tho 
' g rowth of tho pcasantry. ~ 

. . . . . 
Sot tl or s , who numbor od a bout 880 in 1914, re~~inod t oo f ow 

to docisively s l].2.po tho poli ticnl o conom;y of Go;rmn fus t Africn , 

a lthough t hoir local influence s~rcad t o Kilimajn.ro t Mbu1u and thç 

Sou thor ):}, Hi.ghlémds: Thos e growing rubbcr f a r e ù. disa s trous l y v.1hon '· 

world pric:es f ell in 191_~· Rubbo.r pla ntd i ons a lso P?rformod bndl y ., 

For a ll pr a ctica l purposcs, . sisa l bcc2..mc t he s o l e "plantn.t i on · c r op", 

and i t provod immensol y succossful. On tho ov e of t ho first worl d 

wa r, sÜJ2.l , output wa s noarly 20,000 t on s va luod nt lOd million 

ma rks a nd i t a ccoiiDt ed f or 30'% of tota l acpor ts . !1 chnrn.ct o~i:;St ic 

planto.,tion oqonomy such as cxi s t od i n t ho Bol g i an Cong o tvns u sually 
•• ·"1 

sha_rp],y diffor ont ü :t ed from a char~.ct ori stic poa sant-ba sod co l onia l 
' 23 

oèonomy such a s tho ono which dov ol opod on t ho Gol d Coast. Tho 

Tanzanin.n co l onia l polit icEl. l econorzy ha d a cquir.ed a unique dU<.1.li ty 

beforo t h o end of tho Ger man r ogi mu , ,compris i ng pla ntation e..nd pou

sant soctors which wor o f a irly evon l y r a t ud with r egard t o .output -
.,. 1 

and va lue t o tho mot r opolita n pr oduct i on sys t em ., 

Plant ntion s i sal anà s ettlor-gr own coffee wer e usuà lly dos~ 

criboà_ a s 11 nDr:--nat~vo agricultur o11 o ·;rn r oality , t hey wor o possible .. · 

only bocaus e of Africa n l n.bourc. I n the Gor rncî.n East Afr i can cont ext, 

planta tion s t a pped thG l abour of us 1112.ny Africa ns a s wor o r o2..chod 

by co.pik .lism indirectly through poo..sant c.:1.sh crops . By 1913, the 

wago- oarning l a bour force compri s cd 17 2 7000 Africans , ost i m::.t od. t o 

havo beon a bout ono-fifth of tho a b1o-bodiod m~le popula tion a t tho 

time. Port ors a ccountod for a subs t 2.ntia l proportion of thi s figure , 

.J •. ' 

• • 
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a nd tho Çontrn l .Lino r a ilwÇ1y . was a lso a ma jor employer during its 

pori9d.of , construction up to 1914 • . But it ~vas tho plantation soctor 
1 • . ' 

wh~c~1: ~id most. t q d qstroy s_flf-cQnto.. inod f a mily l abou:r 2,nd. -~o r orla c o 

.i:t nt .J,Qn ~i;; pr: ~"j;io.. lly with 1'1?-~e-co.rning . Bqt~roon 1910 and 1.914 ~ t:1o 

2.ron. lflclor plantation cu~tivdion incroQ.SOd by llqfc, to o·vc: t' ~. 00y~!~' l) 

., hoct .:::. r os. 
. .1 '• ,· 

Tho r a t e n.t which n c1v workors NOr e cro<;,t ocï. c01üd no-:; 
. ' ' .'< 

up \'ri th . t h i s j Lmp , and furthor cpct cmsion 1vo.s constro.incd by t llo non

avc:.ilnbili t y of l abour • . Noverthcloss, in tho l n s t ;yoet.r s bcfor o ~ L::) 

wnr 1 s omo 14~000 Africa.ns HOro brought on tho plo..nta t ion s nnnual ly? 

n.nd t h0 tota l .. inc,r oc.sod frolîl 32i000 in 1908 t o é;J.bout .92 ~000 i n l9J3o 

· Rof drmist l o.1:iour l eg i s l ation féwourc.,1)l o to Afri:)r-:.n s wè1s not 

a i tn1.ys impl o'mon~ ~d ·, duo to l n.ck of suporvisory nrchi nor y . Sott l ors 

-.::.nd pl2.n-bt i on mana~ors ·ofton p2.id l oss t ht\.n tho agr c od · con:trnct ~vn,gos , 

i;,nd i!h~y, · ~ctod ill'og'o.l fines o Sorne offïcials nnd mi s s i on~l'i 6s 

p<iscod · mi t o tho Gorino.n · govornmmit and public compla.ints hbout con

tinuing ;:..bu scs . Aft or 1909 7 cho.r gos woro. brought aga.inst omployor s 

fpr ns saul t i ng w~rkors 1 r.:nd sovor:nl :·ponvictio:q~ ovç;ro . obt <?;inocJ_, Nov or ·

t J1ol oss 1 01 t hough th.o l ogi s l ntion o..ft or 1906 vms o.n i mporvomont o.s 

far o..s , ~El.bo~rors 1oiO:::' G concernod 1 the l m.r wns still a n ipst n 1mont of 

t ho ompl oyi ng clnss bohJoen t.1hom ,:;.ne. tho govornmcnt t ho cont r adictions 

woro ooom1do r y . Relies of f orcod l abour woro still parmi tt cd 7 E\.S 

. . in. \1Joot Use,mbv.. r a , 2nd the l ogr:.lly por mi ss i b l c punishmont s f or -vrorkor 

'desertion 1 wor c h2.rsh . loJngos. nov er r é:1 ng od h i gho r thê11 12-14 rupcos 

e.ss i gn ccl t ;}.sk or Kipnndo 1 nnd thoy evere oftop doprGosod through conr-
. . 24 

b inR.tion of ompl oyors t o as l ow as 6-7 rupoos . o r.rhis :nov..r..s thn.t ·';ho 

l a boure r complct od 30 full wor king clc\.ys ov cr El. poriocl of si:~ 1rJGoks 

or moro 7 bofor o ho vJould carn the ::' mount i n question ~ 

Boco.uso the migra nts e,nd tho loce.. l l nbour Horkod ·on &ncrt 

contrC'..cts for s ix or nina months 1 thore èvn.s 2. h i gh tur nover of the 

l 2.bour force. Bas ides tho da ily nbsont oe r 2.te H2S high o..nt . El. m-.::.rkcd 

t ondcncy t o run avJny complot e l y w.:1.s nl wnys evident, 1 .. s mn J. l nurr:bor 

of skillcd f.fr icnns vJoro to bo f o1.md i n the s i sal f nctorio8 1 but t ho 

vcwt mt'.jor ity woro unskillod 2.ncl could not Rccumt.üa.t o a ny E. kills, 
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. apart f rom the expe;rti~e of w ~e .lding a panga to eut sisal leaves. 

rPbe productivi ty of"· la.bour w~s ' necessa.rily lov1, g i;en liic:ik of skills, 
. . ~ . 

h i gh t u:rno:re r and littl e motiva tion. Yet it was a profitable system 

under co,lonia l conditions, b~·~ause (in cont~~st to the me t "ropoles ) 

. t he e mr;loyer 1-ras not r o sponsible for g iving the wo r ke r a "living 
. " ' . . 
1-rage 11 .v1bich would feed himself and his family from one generation 

. . 

to th e next. ~n the first place, the plantation~ ,rob~ed {~e in-

digenous economi es of fully-formed male . l abour. 

· Seèondly , the colonial ·erirployc r on farm or pla nta t i on 16ft tl1e 

b:u,rden. of su_bs is tence on tho se parts . of t he Q.oun;t.rys i .de from vih i ch 

the l al;;lpu:r;'er was .r ecruited. The migrant !3ngaged in subE: istence 

·· agriculture before a nd afte:J;' his stint on th e plantation, while h is 

w:j.fe and 'f amily fended for " the!llselves while l:!e .was away. These were 

the baseS" f.·or the buge prof'i ts made by th e capi talist plantations. 

Sis a l companies a lmost inva:hab ly re g istered buge p rofits four 

or f ive years after they wént into productionf as soon as the first 

crop of ma tuTe l e aves v<ere reaped. In 1907/08, p.rices wer e down to 

600 marks p e r .ton, but Tanga planters clear e d profits of 400 marks 

pe r ton. Little wonder tha t companies c ap italise d n t about one 

million mar ks could. in, a single year make a profit of ha lf a million 

mar ks and declar~ d i v idends in the region of 15% a nd 2CJ%,, csp ecia lly 
: t ·, 

i n the ye ars 1910 to 1914. Rubber inves tment suffor ed a s evere sot-

bnck in 1.913 , but pri or to this the returns were so higb tha t specu

l a tion 1-r a s rifle . In 1910 9 for ins t ance, settlors we r e keen on p r e

paring rubber e states for sale at considerable profit to l a rger 

enterprise s - including English buyers. Up to 1912 9 the big rubbe r 

pla ntc,tions 1o~ere <Üso decla ring ho a l tby dividonds of 5% to 1 Cf'/o. 
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All e lements of tho German population who NOre involvod in 

colonia.l ontorpri so , from tho séttlor t 6 tnè ··'k i sor, ·-,'.!cro gu~.rLLn.:.. 
tocd somo profit by tho imporiéü Gormci.n stnto and t -ho specifie 

coloniLLJ: . stc< to machincr y ' which t-Jé:i=s crc2..t od fo·; German ' fust ll frioa~ 
St a to support t ook t ho f orm of direct grants LL!ld loari.s as woll .:1~ 

duty ' ''Ox omptions 1 t ax c oncessions' freight rebo.t os o.nd othor indiro~t 

subsidios. Ono author of c: · s t udy on Gôrtna:n col oni es romarks a s 

follows i ' : q 

To a sn1éü _l ·section of t h o ( Gcr rr.2.n) populc.ti on the co l onies 
vJO r o doubtless c: · eource of pr ofi't; th ·~ 1norchants and plant ors 

, who oxplô;i. t~ec~ tho na.tural a nd huron r e sources of ovoN:lOas 
possessi ons, tho shipping compc:mios vJhich rocoivocl st.~bsidios, 

t he civil a nd militu.ry ..of.ficicüs whq. .roç:oivod .posts nll 
ha d o':'ory r oo.son t o support C·J l onie.l cnt orpris o .25 

Yot tho samo a uthor mislcél,ding.l y concludos th2t Gormany gave · 

mor o to _th.o colonies than it rocoived. Tho central point of t he 

cplo:nia.l rola tio:nship wa s tho t rLLnsfor of surplus t o stro:ngthon the 

oa pi te.list clc.ss and tl:).o ca pi t a li s t modo of production. Ultimc..toly 

tho bill -had. t o bo paid by mny furopoc.n workors whoso l a bour ;v-a s 

oxploi:ted a t tho point of production a nd mor e so by l1frica n s v-rhoso 

e:nti:i?o vmy of lifo v-Ja s brutally disrupt od co as . t o int egr ato t hom 

i:nt o tho globa l Cé\pital~st · systom .. 

l·fuon subs i di ·:c s orig i na t od iri dormQny , they >vero t r rmsf orro::l 

not to Africa ns but t o Germa n ca pi t o Üst s ' in E.:<.st Africa . German 

shippor s wor ·o gr<mt od subs idi os t o sccurc t hom· a groa t or shnr o 

of t he froight t o a nd from East .Africo .• 
• • • t • 

Tho r a ilwt!:y-building con-
. . 

cerhs r oc oivod even wi dor 'privil ogos , such o. s guaraiit oed credits 

and ho<:wy pc:.ymonts who:n tho conr:rcructnd ontor pri sos woro t a.l<:on ovor 

by the governmo:nt o Tho noxus" of O'xpl oi tàtio~ strotchod from l>frican 

labour t o firms such RS Philip Holznnn..n of Frandfurt, Lonz n:nd c. 
of Borli:nr, tho Krupp comb ine éJ.ncl t ho Deutschon Bc.nk. Abovo a ll, i t 

.. 
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is the his t ory of tho D.O.ll.G. which consistontly r ov cnl s hovJ t he 

col oniéü sto.tc nurturcd a nd . pro.t cctcd tho intorcsts of tho big 

capita li st s . Aft cr l os ing its political frnnchisc, tho D.O • .ll . G. 

wa s 'componsatcd 1 wi th l oa.ns andg r ant s which wcro t nkon from E:'1st 

llfrica n customs revenues and which wore thorefqro mc:t through t he 

exploitation of .llfrici1n l abour. By 1903 t hor e wa s .anothor dimuni-,, 

tian of tho ext ensive privil og os of the D.O.A. G • .vi t h r eg.s.rd t o 

l nnd, currency a nd banl(ing ; but it continued t o cn j oy n lucra tive 
. . . 

nea r monopol y of impo::-t,.~e:zport trade é111d as socia +.ccl o. ctiv iti ec · 

such ns v-rarchousing u,nd light er ago at the Da r os Salaam ha r bour . 

Between 1905 c.,nd 1913, the D.O.A.G. ma.do ov or 7 million marks 

net pr ofit. No 'ot h or pr i va t o compa ny s ei compl ot c l y domi na t od.. ,a 

given colo~ial cconomy a s tho D.O.A.G. wi th r espect t o Ger man East 

.Africa .
26 

Sta rting v-rith n ba s e in pl anta tions o.ncl corrnnc rcc , it 

sproad it s tcnt.s.clos into ov cry a r ca of t h o g r owing col on i a l oconomy . 

Indeod , i .t vJc:..s oft cn pi onooring tho e xt ens i on of tho ombryo export 

ori cntocl economy , and f 0r thi s i t H2.s handsomcly r cvva rdcd. It :had 

a monopol y of buyi ng cott on a nd rubbor; a nd s ottlcrs s.o l cl exclu

s ive l y t o tho ·D.O. A. G., from whom they borrorrod moncy il.t §.% t o §.%, 

int er est . It 1·v2.S pa rt ownor of two loca l banksf it opor a t od tho 

l a r gost r o.t nil agency (in T~nga) from 1908; it bought t ho Hot ol 

Kaisorhof ancl grünçd the c once s s i on t o .s oll food t o tho rnilw'~,;y ; i t 

socured sha res i n tho mining industry; it f oundod a .timbor compM y 

in 1908; a nd by 1912 it had expandod into tho Bol ginn Congo . 27 
Such economie power ca n bo undorstood onl y in r ol ntion t o t ho poli

ticéÜ power of tho clnss which controllod bath tho Gornn n s t 2.t e and 

the col onia l s t nt o of Gorrne.n E::t.st Africa . 
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:The 0. 0<0rcive nrm of tho. co l onüü skt o of Ge rman Ec.1.s t l.fricc 

wh.s- strcmg~hono_d nft.c r tho .·col ohL:.lists· r oc oivod a fr.ight . i n t he 

scopo of M.1.j±~ l:fc:. ji~ ·. By· ·l913, tho Schutztruppe or pr.otcctor~:.t o 

.Fo'rco compr.i sod · 2,500 ]l.fricc:.n s :c omm"ndcd ,by 1,152 Gor mnns • . I n 

a ddition t hor e was o. police forceof 2 1140 under 65 offic cr::> . 

Thoir -v;eapon s wor e not the most up-to-d.nto, but they 'rJ Gr o goocl 

.e~1ough fo r th_~Jr principal functi on - "to den). wi t h l ocu.l ri s ings " o 
28 

Sev er a l s 1112.l ,l l oc c> l . ris~ngs_ did occur untill Q.~out 1911, çmcl t hey 

HOro __ 2.l l pr omptly qucllod. For tho most pa rt tho suppr ,ÇJ ssive a ppa

r r:.t us cou l d 11? hf s.t c:nd i n r e serve whilo . thq.CC8nomy . s pont .::n cou s l y 

. c~cpandecl . 

Economie nctivity in Gb:r m.':è.n :&"'\.st i':frica whs a t a nmch hi ghor 

l cv'ol ,.tlü p ' .!in Britis h -E:"..st !.fri on on t he ovo of tho fir s t .v.rorlcl vm.r. 

rt : W(\S <:>-l so .mor e .. va ri ed - wi th mining scctor, obt2.ining gold ' from 

Sok~J.kc.· nhd · M'IJJcinza- D .. nd mica from t ho · Ulugurus , and wi th s.ovor.:è.l 

mi Nror : a:.nuf c.cturing . ds t a blis hmont s rnn.king consumer good s . The 

oxtra.ct:iyo col onia l 'c conomy v-m.s s tronghtcncd day a f tor ël2.y ns f fri-

: cans ._ t ook n; : variety . of stops, suèh a. s t ho Gogo; bringing- ca tt le t o 

market or tho Nya turu a ccopting employment in mines o N.la.ny 2-r or:.s 

.: rom..:.inccl s 'u.porficia lly 't r 0di t iCmal' bocc.use they 1ore r o n nt i i r eet l y 

unclor pl a n t 2.tion s / or ca sh crops u.ncl they wor o I'lomot o from towns 

_and minos . But t hosc' wor c oft on doeply pcnotra tod 7 csp'ccü~.l ly H~1C'1 

:: t hcir lhbo.ur \oiiW dr awn off t o s erve c ol i:mi nlism in ot hoÎ' d i s trict n .. 

. . ~ .. 

By 1914, l abour utilisa tion in Go,;cmnn :&:>.s t !.fric2: h~. ~ll)oen 

rÇ3cliroct od, tho ov or 2ll s ocia l procluct lmd boen . incrco.se cl ~.ncl t ho 

surplus v12s boi ng chann~lled outw.'.rds/to • tho col onia l pO'trJ'Or nnd 

espcci2.lly t o i t s domina nt cln ss. As pç.rt of thi s proc oss , t hore 

~ms 2. cha nge in Africc..n c on s umption pe,tt orns which in. turn nffect od 
' 

t ho pro- oxi s ting J1fric2n production and d i s tribution of c e r tain 

co mmoclit i os . f.fric0n-m..'1.do clot h n.ncl iron t ool s " nd tho tré:v1o in 
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t ho sc it ems 'li-r c re .;>.lready on t heir vmy out in Gormcm times , vüth 

onl y cc. f ow r esistant pockots. 
29 The incroa s 0d import 6f cotton 

pi o o o~-go ocls was tho s ing l e most import .::Lnt idox t o .t .ho spr or..d of 

n ew' consume r · hë:obi ts. T!J.o Afric2n pbpul 2.tion was h e ing condomnod 

t o pr ocluc o t hc> t 1..rhich i t cli cl not cunsurno nncl t o con sume t hc:.t 1èi ch 
30 it clicl not produce~ 

It co.nnot bo sa icl t hot col oni a li sm clet orminocl a ll ::: 0cicù 

chu.ngbs i n Gorn12n Ea s t iifrica or in any othor c ol ony7 nor ·:::::.n i t 

be s.::Licl t m t Africa ns complet oly l ost c ontrol of thc ir own cnvi :'on~~ 

ment u.nd soci et y , but they wor o wall on thcir 1-!étY t o s o do i..ng . 

Rinclarpcst epi demies ( only incidont Blly connoctcd with t he c oming 

of ·tho c ol onie.lists ) ·ha d sov erely unclormined t ho ' ind i gcnous poli-· 

ticu. l c conomy of tho who l e t erri t ory in tho l è.t o 1890s 1! . lmimal 

husbo.nclry ;12.s n ov e r r os t or od t o i t s 'fo rmer pro-cmi nonc o , vJi th all 

that t h i s impliocl f or environmenta l cont r o1.31 Simila rly , iisoasos 

serious l y a ff octecl millet during tho e2.rly y ears of Gorllk.'W rule ., 32 

TJiillot ,:, ,::l. s nover r o-os t n.bli shocl as the principa l st apl o of tho 

J.fri cc,n peopl e , é.mcl tho popula tion thc r oby l os t tho a dvr.mtagos of 

t hcir 01·Jh cxporicnco in it s cultiwt.tion c;s vvell as t ho crop ' s 

pr ovocl r es i s t anc e t o clrought i n the.: ToJ.'lZanü:.n a nd · 1\.frican environ

mont ïn vvhi ch H wu.s domcsticEd od. Thore "Jas no poss ibili t y of 

r osumi ng tho f ormer trond of clov ol opment in tho c ont oxt of Europeé111. 

c o l onial power. Fa mine , hav o'c Rncl suppr e ssion associa t ecl with 

IJic-1, ji Nl:.ji furt ho r cl,inch-.; d this f c:.ct o r.rhc African peopl e ;vero 

offoctivol y d i sar mod : wi t hout 2:. licenc e , t hoy' c ou l d sc0.r c :ù y h1 :.nt 

ee .. mo or CV'On defend tho ir homos from ;Ü l tl beasts .. I i.: sucs S'Cf ::h C~[: t:1
::; 

choico of crop nnd t ho mot hod of pr ot ection agni nst tsotso f l ;y 
< 

woro romov od from AfriC2.11 jurisdiction boforo tho oml o=:' t11o GoT.T.Y' 

c ol onüù r egime . 
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'rü· t 'h o puroly OCOnoffiic ,phcnomona l on e must iJ,dd. the CJ.TOlution ' 

of .a f or mal coloni e. l oduce.t i ona l syst em a nd tli.o ·èonsidor ab l o 

prosonce .of tho miss i onarï es . Islam continuod t o sprca cl at l east 

as r apid1y as tho officie.l l y;o.·spon so r ed Chri stian relig i on; but \ 

Christianised Africans wero usually moro clbsol y involvocl' in col o-
. l . . . t . . . t '• . 33 nJ.a economJ.c :é .. w J.VJ. J. OS o Mi ss i ono.rios d i d n g r oa.t deal t o inï-

tinto · th~ col onia l ~oonoil\Y, cspo;oia lly in Kiliman j a r o é1.rid the Sou

thorn :Hi ghEmds i ·. and of course t hey wo r o in t l1o fo r cf :ront wi th 

r egard t o alucc:.tion nnd cul tur2.1 impori a li sm . They ho l pod r e-in

force n pnt _t orn of pcrsonc.l dependance .imposod on i'.fricc:ns by omplo

yors a n_d the coloni a l s t a t o - a nd symbolisecl by the nocessi t y t o . 
. . . . . . ' 

salut o nll _ Europo~.ns by bowing from t he wé'..ist i:!,11cl s::1ying jamb~ 

This behaviou:l;' mcroly .roflect od the do minanc e of t _h o iptrus i v.e:-....... '. : . . . . ' . .. . . . ,' ' ~ 

cnpi t a list ~ode of production/in a col onia l situo.tion • 

.;;.Pu.=r..;..t.....;;;.I.;;;.I .;;;.I~...;lr~d tho . change of ~!ll~st ors, 1914-:-1930 

· · Mnny his t orinns · pass li,g;ht l y ov cr t ho pc;ri ocl of t ho f ir!lt ' 

world wn.r., in Ec:.st llfrioa -. In r oality , it WéW à pori ocl of intense 

s uffering . S_inco tho British a nd t ho Ger!lk"Uls f ought thoir f, frica n 

ca mpa i gns rro. i rtlY wi th Africa n aska.ris, the nnjori ty of tho ca sual-

t:i. es wer e susk.ined by .t.fricRn combàtants • ~-1oro - stncgoring s till 

were. the l osses 3mong llfricà n pont or s . Tho r ecor d of t he Ca rrier 

Corps att2.ch<;Jd t o . t he Kings ;ilfrice.n Rifles ( Ko /1oR.) i s a frigh:ten-

ing orie. Men t oil~d for l ong hours, -vJi t h l1cn.vy ··l o<:i.ds , on · e~pty 

s t ol11c"'..chs a l ong barel y pa ss8.blo r ond s . Through a combina t i on of 

comb:int::tion . of i gnor a nce 2.ncl indiffer ence tbo Afric2.n tvolfnr è · on tho 

pa rt of t he ~ritish , tho prcpimitivns f or f ood [m el f or pr ev entive 

and cura tive ·IDGclic i no f or t ho port er s \.-roro sci::.ncl;-:. l ous l y poor . By 



REPRODUCTION/369 
Page 20 ., 

1917 7 t~e Ca rrier Corps emp1oyGd sorne 150,000 port or s ? and nt a ny 

g ivcn timo ~t 1oo..st · 15,000 of those so i11 : ~ s t o be c onfi ncd t o boel . 

Port e r s suffor ocl sev e ro hn r clships a nd co..suo..ltics on tho quagmire 

Dodolllc.:./Iringq r oad , i n t ho svmmpy Rufiji valley c::.nâ. on tho cou1d 

mount,:ü n pa t hs from ,Nyasa i nt o Songea - t o men t i on tho worst of 

t ho i:r. 'b.:ttt1e_f i o1ds 1 o Ovor a pc riod of 24 vJo"oks i n 1917, known 

doa ths c::.mong ,por t or s \vere r e .cor dccl a s 11~ 484 7 1~hich wa s an 2.vem.gc 

of mor e t han 68 pqr cb y )4 I n t h o end , t ho v-mr s t d i s t i.c s cli d not 

bot hor .. ~ o. c::.ccou11t f or po r t o.r s . clo11d a nd mai mod . 

~.~o st pn.rt s of To..n zan i é\. f olt t h o pinch of t ho -vmr t hr ough 

having t o suppl y prov i s i on s o Sometimos , llfriccon s 1ver e i ndu ced t o 

sell mol(o fo iJ cl t h::.n they ought t o hnvo donè i n the light of t he i r 

own r equirement s . At othor times , the fo od ~c::.s f orcib1y r equis i

tion ocl : a pr oc ocluro which cou l cl mew noctùrna l r o.. i cls nnd s e izing 

of women a s hos t .::.gos ., I n a di s tri ct a s f a mous f or f ood surpl u s es 

Ulanga , fé~ mino r osult ocl aft or t h e Ger mon s expl oit od it as a f ood 

su ppl y ba se f or tho ir c..:rmi c s -.. In c entrn l Tnn z2..ni c::. , impr ossivc hor cls 

of co..ttle , goo..t s a nd clonkoy s wor o dccimat od; i.111d t he a dver se af f e ct s 

wc r e c ompoJ..mclod b c cn.u sc t ho a r ca was a 1ready pr on e t o dr ought e Tho ·' 

Gogo in particulà r su f f or ed tremondous ha r dshi ps whon f ;:.mi n e struc k ; · 

f orcing t hom to abG.ndon t hcir homl!) s t oads e Unclcrs t nndabl y , d i soas e 

c l n i mcd . i nnumbor o.. b l e li v os i n . tho c i r cumstan ocs . I nfluenza , s in.~. llpox , 

cl i a rrhoea , pl 2.gu e nn cl c c r obr o- spi nal mon inc;it i s lcillod t ons of tli.ou

sancls ... I nfl u on zo.. <Ü OlJ.ù t oO an cst i mt od 50,000 t o 80,000 !.frica n 

livos f r om 1917 t q 1919.35 Epi demies wcr o t ho con sequence of a r mi es · 

s proa di ng i nf ection f r om on e end of t he count r y t o c; not hcr, oft en 

bring i ng n ow cli scns os nge.i n s t whi ch t he popula tion had n o i mmuni t y o 

Tho co 1on~a1ist s wor e n ot ca pa b l e of ùo ing much nbout t his , but in 

acldi tion t l1oy wor o not mot i vnt od t o do the bost they co'ulcl . 
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Becn.uso of vmr-time cli s ruption of Europeé'..n tracle and bocn.uso 

of ca mpn.igns f ought on Ec.st !J.frica n s oil, the export-ori ont ed econom,_v 

was s ot bn.ck. Pensnnts gav e up c ot t on gr owing ; scttler s anè. mi !'? '• 

sionaries abandoned their farms; and plan·t;ation product:ion ca me t o 

a n'" co.rly ha lt': because Tanga l'liaS one of .the f i rst battlef ieJ.df>o 

Hov;rever, t he vrar did g ivc a filip to industria lisation and t echno:l.r' 

g ioa l expe rimenta tion. lnil1en eut off from Europe, t~e Gor:n:rn oj_-rLi. 

and mili t a ry administration turncd to the. l oca l mnnufaoture . 1f clo·:;'l 

dyes , rubbor t y r es , benzene , s oa p ropes , bags , a.lcoh~ü! j a ms boots, 

quinine and cigar et tes . 'rhe l a s t g overnor of Ger man East Af:é'ica 

boast ed tha t , 

'-Je got a l l 1 c r equiro from the oount r yo TrJe · find a ll ov r 
food supplies , ma.toria ls and necess i ties in our Germa n 
East Africa •••• we find ·wo have an adequate suppl y of 
such things as previou s ly i'lle have thought i t n ecessu.ry 
in import.36 

Such s elf-reliance went f a r boyond tho petty manufactures 

· port11i tt od wi t h in a co.l orüal o conomy in t hat poriod, and of coursé it 

çoa sod with tho comi ng· of poa ce .and ' normality ' o 1 ']his 11ol ps stri

kiligl y to illustra t e why colonia lism has boen rof orrod to by sorne 

schol o.r s a s 1 lo:P-s iè.e<i 1 and 'porvc r so •.37 Industry in Tanganyika 

during · the l920s wa.s confincd 6i the r to the oxtra.Ctiori of minonüs 

or to the immedio.t o procossing of r aw mat oria ls to f &. cili t a t e export 
. c 

and honco thë profusion of g innorics • . Tho colonia l economy v.ra s not 

g oa rod to .. maxi mise Africah control of the onvironmcnt p On t h e C')Ll.·

t rary f i t invor t od t he ordor of priori tics follO'rJCd i n . G.n~r S~ .. 3t om 

of production in v1hich t h o peopl e ha.v o somo say i n thc i r o;,m . k s ti:v1;1 .. ,.. 
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Th e found.a.tions l a i d by t h o Gormans w9.r o una.lt o r od. when tho 

British t qok ovor .Tangany ika.. Tho change of rnast ers ru1d tho change 

, o f juri di ca l form . f rom co l ony t o lllé1.nda.t od t erri tory . were $Uporficin l 

. onos ... .Tho . British arguqd , tho suporicri;ty of their coloni;:;üi s m ovor 

that 1oJh ich ha.d b oen pro..ct i ood in Th.st Africa and olsewhoro.. As .a 

just i f ica tion for annoxing Germa n colonies 1 Bri t Ç:l. in amassod cvid.onc u 

.conc orning brut a l:i;ty 1 forcocl lélbour and ot hor m lpmct icos èJ. t ho 

Gorwans wi th r qg. .rd to Africans . Sorne char ges woro o;x:agger 2.tod a.nd 1 

i n o.ny ev ont, t h o J)<.1.tt orn s 'iJOr e t ypi co.l of colonial rulo ovcryHhOr\J ~· 
! . . 

ap brought out in t ho coun'Cor cha r ges l aWJchod by tho Gorm2.n .~ é'G"è.i r s '~ 

t ho British ~ 38 
On tho othor h11nd 7 supers tructura l clifforonc os -J'J' :'! ' :' -) 

bound to emo:t-go b et vJOon one co lonia l regi me and a nothor, hav:~ng 

thoir origins ma.inly in metropolitan tra ditions . For instan·~a . t l1. 

strong mi li t a ristic :··ol oment vJi thin tho German ruling clnss w'3..s v:e l i 

r epresent ed in tho co l oni es. Pa rt s of Gormn E::.st Afric2. rorrein ccl 

undor milita ry ju.risdiction throughout tho Gorrnan s t ayo But t ho 

Br i tish woro .;xt romoly :L'e l uctant both a t homo a nd in tho colonies t c 

a llow milit a r y po~or to i nt orvono whor o tho ruling cl~J.ss cons i dor od 

c ivilia n a dmini s t r a tion to b e sufficiontt~ As thoir a r mi os advnnc od 

into Ta nge.nyiko. , civilio.n o.dmi nistra t or s "·oro brought in from Bri

~ : ish Th.st Afr i ca a nd. Nyasa l and , and thc::y assumod tota l control ovor 

conqu or od. o..roéls û.f3 soon a s it vms f o<1s ible . An int or ost ing clemont 

of continui t~r is tha t thes o poli tica l officors colloot od t a x es û.S 

l a id. dov.m by t h o Gor rnans a.nci t hey a.dminist or od Gcmnan lD~VJ , modifiecl 

only by ma rtia l proola mations . 39 Up to tho mid-1920s 1. ~da~ 
appoint od by tho Gorman s romai nod in sovor a l di s trict s . 

Sinco t he Brit ish regar d.ocl the ir f i r s t t Ewk 2-s t he os k .blish

mont of l Fnv 211d or d cr, g r u:',t i mport r:mco a.t t a cl10d to t ho c.rnw o.nd 
lO 

polico , as soon from t hoi r shero of tho 'budg et in carly yonr~~ o · 

• • 
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Nev e rthe l e ss, the K. A. R. and. the police v!e r o not as ciomi mmt c,s 

the ir German counte r parts . Conve rs e ly ~ tho bur;eaucra t iW S p r omi-

n ent in the Br itish cOloriia l context. Ev en in the i~meciiate pos t-

war <lays vTh e n ma t te r s v10 r e mos t unsettled, tho acim inis tra t ivG corps 

numbc r cci 108 as compar eci with t hG max i mum of '78 off i c i a l s i n Ge r man 

Eas t Afric a ( Huanda/Urund i inc ludo d) . 'rh i s c or ps has i n t e r n a t i on o. l 

ex pcrie nce . 4 1 They b r ough t with the m tho norms ~ a cimi nis trCLtivo 

procedures a nd l m1s v7h ich b ad b o en fash i one d i n othe r British co lonies . 

India p l aye ci a spe cia l rolo as a ~olG l; wh i l e sorne colon i a l politica l 

ins titutions h<id. t he ir roo t s i n tho "olci c o lonia l s ys t em " mainta inod 

s incc tho sevontoenth ce n t ury i n t ho Amo ric .o.s . One such was t h e 

Legi s l a tive As s embl y , v<h i ch v1as introducod into Tanganyika i n 1926 . 

Continuity a nd change mus t a l s o b e mo.:::,surod in t e r ms of the 

metropoli t an e conom ie ins ti t "utions wh ich we r e set up in Tanganyib:. 

Te r r itory. Bïritish f irrns na tura lly sough t to inh 0rit f ro m t he ir 

Germa n riva l s ; and t h e transfor of ultima t e pol itica l authority 

to Parlia ment i n wbi t e ha ll was matcbeci by t he transfei of e conom i e 

powe r to Mincîng Lane , London's i mpor t /export c entre . As a conse

que nc E:: of the obange over, s e ve r al d iffe r e nces i n economi e orge.n i sr.:. t i :n 

were noticeabl o. Firs tly, no s i nglo British company a cquire1i t ~::> ·3 

pr o- e mine nce of the D.O.A.G. Secondl y, many mor e non- n a tionn l s . 

we r e allov.red to inves t and partie i pa t e in t ho Tan gany i kan colonial 

e conomy , l a rgely be c au se British oap ita lis t s we r e l ess interc s t eci 

than t he Ger mans haci b oen . Th ircil y 1 Tanga ny i ka vJO.s rnorely a part 

of t he :British c olonia l spho r e i n Eas t Afrioa 9 suborù. i na t ed t o Kon;ya 

t hr ougb cus t oms a rrc.ngoments a n d t b rougb t he f c.ct t hat t h e link 

wi th the me tropole 1-:as ma i n t e. inod by f irrns v:h io h h ad t bei:r Eas t 

Afric a n head offic es in Na irobi or Mombasa . l'hwerthe l oss , t ho 

funa tion of t he bc"nks 9 i rnport/ Gxport bouses and p lanta ti on oornp:omi e s 

r erna inod t he same . 
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Tho typico..l po st~var reconstruction goa l of t ho British in 

TMganyika wa s to c2.tch up and surpass pro-wo..r production - as 

exprossod !Ilc.î.inly in import/oxpo;rt indices . Govornmont dopu.rtmont o..l 

r eports a nd tho Govor nor 1 s a ddrossed to t he Logi s l o..t i vo Counc i l i n 

tho l a t c l920s indica t ecl s t oady r ocovor y as ;.roll é' .. s sorne orig i na l 

dov olopmont i n soctors of t ho colonia l oconoll\Y.42 For i nsto..nco , 

t ho mining of mica i n t ho Ulugurus and of gold i n north ~&vanza , . 

Musoma a nd Sokonko wo..s f o..irly woll r o- ost a bli shod by 1927-30; whilo 

tho Lupa a lluvü l.l gold f ie l d was br ought into opor ntion a ft or i t s 

s covory in l922o Tho n ov1 govornmont oxt ondod tho i nf rnstructur o 

of roa d s , bridges nnd t ho t ol ègr aphj whilo tho compl otion of t h o 

J'a il link from Taborc.. t o tJfl,ranza i n August 1928 was vita l s t op , 

furthor int ogr at i ng tho dons.e1y poopl od L<:üco zœ1o 1.-rhi ch h:,d nlroady 

knovm it s pot ontia litios undor tho Gor mans o43 

[,Iuch of tho economie r ocov ory wa.s duo to poasa.nt ef f orts -

not2.bly , to t h o production of cotton in 1.\h'Janza a nd Musoma and to 

tho ext ension of coffco gro;ving in Bukoba a nd Kilim._~jaro. Gr ound

nuts, s e sa me , rico , hidcs and gh oo wor o e.. l s o a mong the poa.sant co 

commoditios which orig i nû.t od from t ho nort h- west and t ho cont r e of 

tho country. Incroas ocl output i-ras a chiev od by t aY.n:Üon (incr oasod 

in 1925), by force a nd by "a dmini stra tive persuas i on" bordori ng on 

force. Cotton, which wo..s a ccordod high priority by tho British tex 

tilo industry 7 WCI. S t ho crop which USUa lly r equired a COns i der a bl e 

element of force bofore it was t aken u p by Africans . Coercion ro

a ppear od in the post-1..rar y oa r s bocause t h o 1,mr hA.d cr o<1t oè. 2.. si t Ué:

tion in samu v1ays anal ogous to t lk:.t f a c od by tho Gorma.ns on thoir 

arriv2l. Nov orthol oss 1 tho British >vero not s t Ctrting Gbsolut ely 

a no>v• They ·:could 7 for ins t Ctnc o po int out wi th s e.ti sfaction tha t 

bark cloth had prû.cticnlly di sappoar od fro m Bukoba o..nd tho R1.ya 
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woro donunding elath. 44 .This G.nd othe r import ccl :i,t oms act ori as a 

stimulus, apart · from tho c·oorcion 1'1/hÏch was a ppliod to ha v;e tho Hr1yo. 

grow moro coffoo. Tho su mo holds truc for othc r cŒsh crops olso-
" whoro and for tho procoss of g oing out .to s e ok omployment .. 

As tho t orapo of coloniél.l c c t ivities quick:on od in T2.ngE~ n.;Tikc1. i n 

tho lé:~ t c l920s , Afric.:::,ns found thoms olvos fe c od wi th a range of 

choicos as to how to ent er tho coloni?.l ocononw. Tho r ange compris cd 

options a s va riod as b ocoming o.n a~karJ~.f oponing a butchory, and 

(for a f ow w.omen) bocoming prost i tut es in the to~ms o NO-turc> lly ~ 

individua ls a nd groups s oiz ocl wh::.tover option a ppec,roC::. -to b o most 

a dwmtag ous in t hoir own circumstancoo, éUld thoir priori t i cs cl.i n. 

not n ocos sa rily coin ciclo wi th thoso of ihc co lonia li sts n Tl:e qo ::-: -1; 

dramatic illustra tion of thi s f 8.ct concorns tho cultivai;·i on of D.:('<' ',1:- . · , · 

coffoc . Coffoc WiJ,S consistcntly the bost pr icod of t ho agr :i.ml'c t1J "('~. ' 

sta plos which 1vor c oxport cd from Tanganyika , n,nd n,rabice1. fotchod -':;be 

highc r priees vûüch wor o g ivon for mild coffco " Mütc.sottJors 

porcoivod thi s , 0-nd t rioét :to mako arabicé.:. thoir own pr e s e r-ve " Ho"rJ·· 

ov or, in spit o of vi (?;orous sottlor effort s <m el t ho co-opcr:1.tion of 

the colonic., l n,dminish·ation botwoon 19:25 a nd 1931, Africans in Ki li·· 

ffic'l.njaro, .1\rusba and Tuk:L;yu docisivcly frustra t ocl effort s to kcep 

thom from growing arabica . ,In tho ·and tho T.:mg;:myikan colon i a.1 

govornmcnt go.v o up t ho ca mpa i gn oî discour<:,ging Africa n coff oo cul tir~ 

vc.tion, sk.ting tha t nothing s hort of forc e could achiove t h is objoc~ 

tivo. 45 It wn.c not t l1cc.t Duropoan s wan-God to koop Africéèn s out of 

tho mon cy c; oonorr\)' but they wishod to dictato t ho torms. on wh ich t l1;::y 

could join. ' Settlors in the Hortho:fn Province a nd in tho Southc:rn 

Highlnnds c,ré1nt ocl Afric2.n l and é1nd Africa n l a bour r a ther t har: t he risc 

Of an African po2.sn.ntry. Thcy f a iled in this~ Tho vict~ry~Ïvon by 

tho r e spective llfriccm popula tions woro not ins i gni f ic(1nt ~ ;;ut t h ey 

ultimt,.toly 'strongthonod t ho export oricntc,tion . 
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Moanwhi l e , rooovcr;y vm.s a l so t a king pl a c e in t .h o p l anta ti on 

s ootor o The pr o- v.rar peak figure of s orne 20,000 tons of s i sal wc 

surpc;:,ssod in 1926 . By this timo tho 2.r on undcr s i sal wn s extondod, 

ospooia lly e.l ong tho . Contr<.t l Lino in tho r:1orogoro r egion. Fqually 

s ignificnnt wa.s tho corrosponding incro;::. so i n l a.bour nncl t ho s our ces 

of ·mi gra nt l abour . By t ho l u. tt or pa rt of t h o 1920s, · Kigom'?. and 

Njombc bad joincd Songea in ll'lcï.king major contribution to pJ:nt0.tin 

.l a bour suppl y . Ufipa , Tukuyu, Sing i de .. c..nd Bi he..rnmul o vroro -:t J s o 

important in t h i s r e spect. Rccovory in tho s i set.l i nù.ù.st:ry ;:as ènG 

mainly · to l a bour i nputs , wi th t he profits from exp loi ting .A ;·r.i oa.~:. 

l abour boing ploughod back to a chiov o susta i nod growt -h . 46 

By tho end of t ho first deca de of Briti sh r ul e in Tanfnny i l<.:î. " 

t ho dua l pla.ntat ion/poi:\.so.nt oconorrw lk"..d r o- nssort od i t self ~ wi t h 

sottlor production coming a poor third - as soon from tho a.ccom

pany ing t c:.lüo of th._; vrüuo of agricul turc. l and pa s t o:::-nl pro1ucts 

oxport od . It i s importc.nt to bos r in mind t hc!.t if an a r ca di d not 

suppl y l nbour for tho plantat ion s octor or cash crops for export, 

i t t cmded to :g r ow f ood for t hcso h10 soctors a nd for t ho t o1..ms -

as i n the ca se of Ul anga , Upa r o nnd Uluguru. So tha t whi l o ( say ) 

Tet.nga or Bukobn. woro peripheri es of tho metropo l e , othor pc rts of 

t ho count r y wor o cloubl y poriphora l. 47 

1 

1 
Va lue i n f: 1922 1925 1928 1929 1 

African Product ion 

Sisétl 

Othcr Europee-n 
Production. 

T 0 T A L 

623, 654 

289,388 

231,28 3 

~--~·--~l 
1 

l ,477,078 

688 ,451 1~336 ,000 

465 , 651 495 7COO 

2, 942,000 

(Ta k cn from T. N. A. 18699 7 momo to tho Govornor 7 5/2/l930o \ 
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As tho administcring authority of a mandat od t oritory 1 the -

British ola. imod t9 have initiated in Ta.nganyika. a polioy ~~of tho "para

mountoy of native int or ost s ". In praotioo , tho, abovo plantation/ 

pea.sa.nt dicl:otonzy- was r ofl oct od in t wo differ ent systems of politica l 

control, noi thor of wh~ch wns addr essed to African int er ost s .. 

Pla.içtt a tions r equirod l and a lienation. Govornmont authority was 

tot a.lly bohind l and a lienation in tho four ' sisal zones..,. Tanga, Moro

garo , Linki 2.ncl Hoshi/Arusha 7 in arder of priority . In thoso samo 

a.r oas , othor African right s a ssooiat cd wi th létncl u sage woro trampl od 

upon, as in tho case of a ccess to .,.)-D.tor froc from tho pollution of 

sisa l \·..ast o., Tho colonié:.l sta t o a ssur od conditions for tho expl oita-

tion of l abour wi th ver y lit t l e invostmont of motropolitan capitn.l. 

This t hey di cl , fir stly , by i nduoing l abour t o movo to tho plantn.tions 

from do-fa cto l abour .. r eserves and socondl y by g"tlar ant üoing tho exp loi..: 

t ation ·of tho v;orkor whilo on tho astate . Th'o Ma st orst and Native Servnnts 

ordinQnco (1923) was one of t ho oarliost pioces of ma jor l egislation 

passod by the Jl;ri ti sh in Tanganyi.ka.o It borrowed a great deal frOm 

Ger man East African l abour l ogis l ntion , and continuod t o impose penal 

sanctions for br oachos of civil contracts ., Unclor it s authority , l u.bour 

officor s coulcl and cli d froquently arder worko~s t o r ocoive l a shcs .48 

Desertion from tho EJsta t o still mari t od imprisonmont 1 whilo tho migra

tory and pi ocowork cha r act EJri stics of tho l o.bour syst em wor o mint c: inod 

to the detri ment of tho worker s . Similar observat i ons apply to tho 

sottlc r f 2.rmG in the few a r eas wher e they vJoro oncouragod.49 And , 

fina llY.t tho control of tho employers and tho colonial govcrnment in 

tho pl ant ation/sottlor di strict s was uncompromis ingl y ba ckod by t ho 

r egula r __ police_ force.5° 

, · .. 
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Labourors on the plantations and ol sowhcro struggl od dct cr

minedly ngninst c~ploitation and oppress ion, but t hey could not 

roadily org~nisc thcmsolvos . Es t ates had chE.ngod ~~nds , aft or hnving 

boen scized as enomy propcrty during the wnr. They wor o sold choa pl y 

not only to ~glishmcn but a lso to Grocks and hsians . Irr.espective 

of néltiona lity , plantat i on owne:J;'S hastoned to or ganisE? t hcmsol vos , 

ns hnd boen èono i~ German times . The Tang~nyikn Si sal Grower 

Assoc i 2..tion w~. s formcd ~n 1923, and for decades ther caft or it wis 

tho most power pressure gr oup in the colony . Thor e .• vero undoubtcdly 

differences of ODinion bet wcon tho T.S.G.A. nnd tho ·govornmont from 

timo t o timo . Thcsc sprung· f r om .the f~ct tlm.t tho colonia l s tat c hncl 

t o repr cscnt the i nt crosts of the whol e motropolitan bourgeoisie and 
u 

not just ~ pnrt of it.. Tho stnt o ha d a l so; t o opor at p on a l o):lgtor m 

basis , . whilc the: omployors vJorc.: t omptod t o pursuo short~t orm gé:'.. ins-é · 

In tho fina l nn::.. l ysis 1 howcvor , th,oir pos itions ,wcrc porfcctly r ocon

cilablo ., 

Outs i clc of the t owns plnntations ~nd sctt l or districts, Africans 

worc gu:a rantcccl possessi on of thoir léind so as to cuitivl'l.to cash crops 
. ' ~ 

and provido : sus t onanco for producing cash arops · in the pcas;mt and 
. . 

plantation contoxt • Horo tho poli tic;-·.1 sys tem was "indiorct rule", 

a imccl a t si l oncing thc:vRst ffiél.jo rity él.lld us ing a f ew indigonous 

éi.Uthori ti os c. s ins truments for disciplining tho poasant ffiél.sses • It 

was a moans of o:xncting tribute with thc ' miliimum of overt politicc..l 

change , a lthough sorne supposodly indigcnous authoritios wore oxprcss l y 

creRt Gcl to serve as British spokosmon.5l Recent scholarship on cola~ 
nial Tnnganyi kél. ha.s invariél.bly oxploded one as pG ct or anothor of tho 

myth t lkc.t i ndirect rule sponsor ecl African clovol opmont ahd sclf-oxpres~ 

s i on; Rnd i t i s porfoct ly clear tha t r GéÙ pO\vCr nover l oft tho hancls 

of the Gov ornor, the P.Cs. ancl tho D.Os.52 In nnother sense , howov or, 

tho poli tico-.:-:Ldministrnt ive dovico of indirect rule was successful, 

s ince i t hol pod socuro the ma.ximum surplus ext r2.ction from t ho ponsantry. 

]:vi th tho r cgul c..r police hel d in r os..:n c , tho structures of indi rect 

rule wor o to provo particula rly succossful during th~ depre s s ion of 

193ü-33o 
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Part ·IV- Depcmdcnoy , Difforontia tionL a ncl StrG.tificn.tio~l930.:J..3J2 
- ( ( . 

To suggcs t tha t t ho internationa l depression of 1930-33 ~léè S 
. ,. 

o.. t11rninc; point in Tang2.nyikan hist ory may wcll o..p~)enr 1Eurooont:cic .. 1 

Yet the simpl e f <'..c t is t ho..t the Ta nGn.nyik-'1 e cçmol'l\Y wo..s by t hon 

dependent on the qapita list metropo l es , and no moro vivid pr oof of 

this wa s neeclod thc1.n the spread of the depression from llmeric<'.. and 

Europe . The moment t h::t.t Té:tnganyik:ê. or any other l:X..i.rt of Lf ricc., 

bccn.me intcg r u.tccl into vlOrld cn.pitéüism, i t b oc[!.me subjoct to tho 

sarno r omor se l oss e conomie l aws é!.S tho metropo 9es thcmse l ves . The 

s he .. r p contr2.clicti oY.ts betwoer1. pr ocluction a ncl oonsumption a nc' b etvJeon 

cap,t t a l a.ncl l o:.bour , l oading t o poriodi c crise.s a ncl rocossi cns i n 

!.morion a nd Europe , e. l so affect ccl East .LlfricC'.. : not c.bly , i n 1907/08 , 

1921 and 1925. Thon cnme tho most decisive s lump of a ll i n 1930-33, 

casting rippl os even into tho most periph er a l c orner s of n _;)eriphera l 

oconomy . : Not on l y woro Tanganyika si sal , ooffoo and cott on Rffoct od , 

but t ho marg i nal involvcmont of past ornli s t s WC!.S hit by f a} ling pr iees 

f or h i cles , whilb a r oas pr oducing f ood f or sa l e l ocn l ly <:üs c, f ouncl 

t h::t.t the ma rket hncl cliSRPllea rod ., 

Ovcrwhel mocl by tho oxtent of the gr eat de~ro ssion 7 ED-~opoans 

wc r e f oroocl t o eut back in s orne n.r c2.s of tho co l oni::ü eo~mc 1"\Y .. 

La r g o import/oxport housos c l osod thoir D::.r os Sé.Ü o..n.m b r an ( !1es ar~~1 

r ostrict ocl thoms e lvos to n sing l e No..ir~bi offico .53 Si sé.Ü u s t c- t ::; ·~ 
c onsocl oxp2nl':.ing 2..ncl inst encl r oduc ocl pr oduction cmc: t he l ni_:'ur 

forc e dr c.st ic<J.lly . Even t~o gov ornmcnt buro2.ucrncy h2.r~ to ,cc cp"L: 

reductions in thoir s G. l a rios and fring o b on ofits. Tho ll'k.:.n.:_ ; ·os.t in.~ :- :~·· · 

li t y of Lfrican s t o p2.y t a xes whon no mon cy ~'JéoS o..vc:.ilé'.'b l o ~. cd t o 

sorne r e l 2.Xé.:".tion in tnx c ollection , but on tho 1-1ho l e T<:.n[it>.n~-ikc"'.. sD::vivo 1_ 

the dopr:cssi on by ~;lnc:i,.ng the . brunt of tho burclon cm t h o '-'10 ~kors 

nncl ~~eu.snnts. One af the i ndices to this effoct i s -tha t the s ocia l 

services f or .Llfric2..ns ( vJhioh wor e mini s eule onouL;h t o b ctji r_ wi t h ) 

,,rer o tho f i rst t o be sncrificecl , thoy wcr o eut most llrc.. s tic'l.lly, 

a nd they wcre t he last t o bo r ost orod t o pr o-clc ) r os s i on propor-t-ions 

mnny y cn.r s nft e i'1t~.::.rcls . 54 
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.:!2,vpnt c Jn tho .s isr:. l es~t u:t c s f'o llovJGL: c:- •l:''"-r r: llo1 O(?U:;:' s Q·" ·_v:r;;: i: :· 

1930, worke;rs o:!.r nocl (rom Shs e 18/- t o Shs . 36/- l'='e r c-.. c·s i c r..ocl t u.s lc 
... 

or bbou r ~.;.rel ( Yi~'élr~do )., . H.i th. the Shs .-. 1 'J --· 
• 1 .. 

Sl:.s . _12/-, élDCl t ho s i z e of t h o t<~sks .rcrc i Pc rc;. :..; cJCl .· :.Jo be~ - ~' :<· , 

wo 1~_o ofr'o~:od .t 0 tho Jo..bc,u r or s o..f tor t :r~o slur:1p: C'.é.LL" '. : o _~ :c : ,,:_; .; · .. , : ~ -,- :.-:. 

bomw __ of Slw . 3/- H:-os offe r ocl. t o c Grtnirl o<_.t ;) ;;Q :é.:.c~ c ~ ,., ;:..' .:·__::

c omp1dccl t h o Js.i ~)~ within 42 workinc ck;ys . W1on <t.no i ; ho :~ · ' ce e;~,-:•_: _ · 

Oll12.nc: t cd f r om Euro-:-Lmoricél a ncl hi~ Ta n &;éèny :i k". l !:' t o in lY8 1 -~ ï1..,_ 

- ., ompl oycr s quic.kl y v-Ji t hclr ow -i; h o bonus nncl t • l so ·L·.ilU ~ lu __ : )C; : ... ·s v 

.-, +. ~. ~ 55 VJOrkors r c c c ivinr.; r c... _, l. or..., . 

,.,.,,, :>: t hn.t s i s2 1 1•ICE;Os 1-Jore aga:im comparable to . Hhat thoy v.rore in 1930 , : :.1 

~Arorkor..:;' oost of livinr; wor o lm own t o b o sky·· ·rf' c~c-..; ·:;: _n{S ,~l.~r:tn · ; t üc 

p~ri o.~l 1940- 4-5 ) 6 

lil .. l.ny 'l'écn :;0nyik:1.n wc..go oc:rn ors rdurnocl -t o t ho l c:n:..l , r c,jo ini w; 

tl~_0 f:'O v:l"o vTC::i."C lx;ing e:xpl oit cxl èy inc!'odi'bl y l ovJ :L 'ricos t c inr; offcro~~ 

~ - ">: .. ' c-.cricul·b:f::l p:r·o·:lueo - Nhon thc r o ecr:s ::. mr:. :':'l:ot , · :r,1 t h i s c :ei.::-·;i n j 

Lfrica n s t o GXlXI.l1d tho e.roa. of pnuduction n.ncl t o incro<:so. out put in 

Silit o of r omunom.tive priees. Thr ou ghout 1932 c:nü 19)3 , t he ~:hvqmor 

!l12.clo srlc ocl:.os on thi s t o pio' t ho Ch i ef Soerot:--.. ry i 8EU0 1 c i :rs-:.ü.:> .::-2 ' - ~' l.) 

DoOoSo hclcl numor Ju s c :.m f orencos VJith thc j_r r e;c;pcct i J" •] P .C . S , , ,.., ·_: ... 

<:'..b ov o ctll t ho Dire ct or of Le ricul t u r c prO Jo'?: m~is ·::cl ''-E.1 : ~r '"' -. 

of f i cL--:.1 C02lc oclod i n Oet obor 1933 tho.t "in t ho )::'.. :·; t , f' ;; .. :: tc- .; ·: ·c. ~ 

t ho slump hns 11oen thro-vm o:1 tho shoult~o :>:> s of t l~o . T :c;-r.·:.t 'Y r>··::. · : -_('-'--r 

but ho n ov ortholoss 1-vont on t o urgo "larger 0 :cor:.s pc r m.:;.n c.,n c~ ·:Jor u 

mon "tororkinc; t ~w l <:nd". Knowing t hc:t priees woro too 1cu t o r ' !".re ...," 

[;.n . i ncluccn1ont c!J1c1 th.(.:.t t 11CJ' wor o still fc. llil1:~ , llc i :r.LsC ruct cc" 
1 • 
lUS 
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subordina tes not to mention any priee as likely to be paid for 

any given commodity ; and he oonclu ded wit.h the warning that 

"any t e ndency to slaok off and h ave a breather af ter t h is season's 

efforts should be ohecked and reported to my office and t h e 

Senior Agr ioul tural Offioer of the Province". 57 

Ye ars aftervmr ds , other agr ioLJl t ural offioers reviewed the 

Grow More Crops c a mpa i g n as h :1ving been technically U..'1.S01md. 

It sacrifi ced quality for quantity a nd encouraged extremely poor 

l and usa ge. But i t achie ve d i ts primary pur pos e of maintaining 

t h e level of s v.rplu s oxtra ction in the midst of the greatest 

recession in the history of capita lism. Similar techni ques ba d 

been trie d on a smaller. s a a le for earlier slumps ·in 1921 and 1925 . 

When the next periodic orisi s c ame a long in 19 38 , t he colonia l 

state in Tanganyika and elsewhere . in Africa wasfully prepared to 

de a l wi th i t in the manner >-rhi.ch ba d proven i t s effica cy : na mely 9 

by forcing Africans to paddle har de r a gainst the current , so 
. 58 that they might a t leas t stay in the same pl a ce. 

The d8pression induce d permanent gr owth in the Ta ngany ika n 

peasant sec tor. Many migrant l ab 6urers ne ver re t"Ll.rne d t o l)l a n

t a tion employment 9 especia lly in the case of the Sukuma . 56 The 

T.S. G.A. compla ined bitterly a ga inst wh a t seemed to ha ve bee n a 

pe asant-oriente d colonia l policy -vrhich was encroaching on t he ir 

l a bour r eserve s . Gove r nment response wqs indeed t o protect the 

e nla r geme nt of c a sh orop growi ng in Sukuma l and 9 but i t als o took 

steps to guarante e a larger i nf lo-vr of mi gr a nt l abov.r to t he plan

t a tions and t he mi nes . The y wer e he l ped in thi s by t he b a ckvrar dness 

of t he poli tical e c onomy of Po:e t uguc s e E o,s-t .A:'r:.i. c a , 1·rhich foroed 

t housa nds of Makonde and s orne Yao to str eam a cross t he border. 

They sought e mployme nt in the Lindi sisal plantations, t hey walked 
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. . 
on to Dar es Sala~1.m and Morog oro, a nd by the early 1940s they b ad 

be come a mainstay in the Tanga industr y . 
60 

·· A somewhat simi l ar 

deve lo:pment took :pl a ce wi t h te gard to the Har u n di ~ exce:pt t hat 

r ecruiter s and the Be l g i a n g overnment it se lf took a more a c tive 

:part i n supervising ~farundi l abour mi gra tion to 'I'anga and Centr a l 

Line est a tes. Ins i de Ta nganyika it s elf , Ki goma became to class ic 

instance of t he l abour r .e s e r v oir, ma inta i ned a s such t hrough the 

discouragement of other a lternatives by v:h ic'J the popul a tion mi gh t 
61 

have earned c a sh to mee t the ir t a xes a nd other mone t a r y dema nds . 

Th e r efore; the ca sh crop :pe as<:Y'tr y ex:panded throughout the 

1930s side by s i d.E:: vri t h the pl ant a tions and not a t t h e e xpense of 

the l a tter. 1fui t e se t t l e r s di d not do as vre ll. Many foundered 

during the depres s i on ; a nd sett l e r coffe e grov ing wa s v irtua lly 

wi:ped. out in the Soutbern Hi ghla nds.
62 

On t he othe r band , t hey 

we r e hel:ped to r e - 19sta b li sh thems e lves wi t h nevr cro:ps such a s te a 

a nd :pyre t heum, Re turn e d Germans c ame to domina te t he settler · 
63 field until the outbr eak of the second world v-rar. Their . ovm 

gov ernment served a s a sponsor, a long with a n offshoot of the 

D.O.A.G. known a s the Usagara Company. Boer s continued to be enc ou

r aged 9 :partioularly in Arus ha wher e t hey were heav ily subsi d i se d 

to grow wheat and maize. Se ttle r s we r e a h rays g i ve n pr efer enti a l 

treatment - in t er ms of a ccess to a gricultura l cre dit, gr ant s , 

t e chni c a l s ervices a nd marke ts . Tax a tion , gr a ding and priee str uc

tures a l so discrimina t e d i n the ir favour vis the pe <:;,sants ; i-l"hile 

the police and the o:ourts he l ped t hem to v ictimise African agr icul

tur a li s ts a nd :pas tora lists vr i t h whom t hey c a me into conflict. Pa

rado::x:ic a lly, however, the ve r y neces s ity -Go :provide s u chmassive 

sta te support to a handfu l of settle r s :Proved eve n to the c o l onia

lists t he.mse lves t hat ( apart f rom t he p l ant a tions and mi ne s) the 

c a sh cro:p pe a s ant r y v1ere the i_de o.l f or m for continued metr o:poli t a n 

penetra tion , s o a s to ensure t he expatria t i on of surplus/from the 

colonia l peri pher y . 
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The Grovr More Crops Campa i gn was in effect part of a pro

gra mme to ensure tha t Africans di d not opt ou t of the money economy, 

ho"l're ve r much i t burt them to remain . Other as pects of this pro

gr amme i ncluded tighter cont rol over marke ting and ins isten ce on 

currency tr a ns a ctions to c ounter t he te ndency to engage., in barter. 64 

I n t h i s connection, the As ian middleme n tr aders proved to be 

indispe n sable a llies of the coloni<:1l s t é:. te and the metr opoli t a n 

bourgeoisie. The as s ociation g oe s ba ck to the e arliest days o1 
German colonialism, be ca u se Asia n mercha nts were a lr0ady p1.rrsuing 

t he car ava n trade/ in the n i netee nth ce ntury. They di d a great 

deal to he lp e stablish the c o lonia l e c onomy in German Eas t Afric n 

as in British East Africa - by supplying porters , by providing 

small-spicie coins, by distributing i mport s and by making· the 

innumerable small purchases of primary commodi ti9 s "1-rh ich wer e ne ces~ 

sar y . 65 The le a ding Asian me~chnnts in Germa n Ea s t Afric a were 

Isma ili s; a nd th~ Aga Khan vms a f irm fri e nd of both the Gor mc:.ns 

and the British in turn, urg ing h is fo llo-vrers after the f ir s t 1wrld 
. 66 

wnr to open u p ·t he furt hest re ce sses of the terr itory. 

A si ans ou tnumbe r e d EuropE) a ns t·1-1 o t o one in Ger man ~ime s . 

Their population r e ma ined a t about . 9 ,500 during t he war, while 

that of t he Europenns droppe d to 2 ,500 by 1931 , As i ans "1-rere enu

mera t ed at approx ima tely 23 ,500 .in T2nganyika . 67 Evcm before the 

British took over 1 the As i ans ba d made t hG vrhole of East Afric a 

the ir spbe r e of oper a tions , wi t h :the i r capita l a t Momba s a . There

f or e , t hey bad no pr obl ems m~king the transition to Briti sp r u le 

a nd be c oming close l y integra ted wi t b British banks and c ommercia l 

firm s en t he well-known 90- day c r edi t arrangement . !.::linn mi dci l e 

me n const i tuted the cle ar e st e xpre ss i on of the depe nde nt na t ure 

of t he colonia l e c onomy in Ta nganyi ka and t hey were a t t he s ame 

time one of its s tr onges t pr ops. The ir pr esence i n it se l f meant 
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t 'r1~: t nü'iJ strntific2.ti on a nd clnss diîferenti a ti on •ims t aking place, 

coinciding r ouglly wi t h t be r <w i c:ü distinctj on bet;,r;:>:;n . ~urOF'è', :Cl8 j 

Asi â ns a nd Afr i c a ns. The dist~ncti on ~as hj ghly 7i 8 ~b~o bo~~1S ' 

ÏD~ :J ti"t ut i un;J 0 ~o-c .:2 r~1 or: t.: 1-
\ .;_ . - ~ 

r otaiL~rs or · duka•:-m~ las, be t vre 3n t h o se ~V h o c c_rne to CHi: ll'-\?. ; ,, ~ - ~ · 

est a tes c.nu tbose \•Tl' o moro l y hir e d t he mselvcs o .. •t o. s ~- ~'-_l:-t_L'1 ~ 3_ . )~-· •: ' ·-· 

mEJ n, e .. nd be t vre e n co~1tr <: ~ cto:.' s of bus- o"l'mGr s and los .-::cL· ?-:r:-·,r._:,:. 'JT',-;;,· 

cl ~sricul e r:rp:L c.yues. 
68 ~8ut it Y! é1;3 a s a l ir.k i n tl:;o "-:-:lT'Ol ''c /r ::c::,,:..+ 

On t b e '\·rh ole th~ Ind:l.an of the frugal, petty shop-~<.:ee:t:JinG" 
c l:.1s s -"rb ich is -c ~w most 'TWïlerous - serv•s s é:: s .::-" üse:ful a:_ld 
necess ~ ~~y ).inl: betvn~ on "' . j_ , <_) :Sur ope an a nd t he ~T2:t i "\"8. l.?<\liPg 
c:~s J-:e doo~J ;!;ostly j_n co -:: ton-piece gGods a-;~d in bc,r d~~ :--.r -2. 

9 
ll' 

CLcts <1E' a r .;-,ii:ül("r foT t ~:c; i:1 CLDt'f,:cct ur e d pl;oducts o:::' :~u:-_ c )..:. 

1f i1 i c~ c .. : · 3 di c-t -:· i ·o ~_:.-Cc d -~J~,?" the l :lT' é~e f ir mf~ a t -t~b- ti r; -:"(~~ s ·' ; c.nc~ 

e lso~·;b 8 :t o . 

GLl PUl'o::.1:-"s -:; si cc~ l e st c.t e s cho è-::Ôl y f r .om th ,_; Custodie.n of Enemy Proport:r 

in 19 20/21. 'rbo cL; ~ . nCTGÙr; . ; d t r c:r':·:-udousJ.y i n va11.' "3 lv:-<'2-:-'2 '-- ~ c" ç~,,1 

Kilosa r ogion$ TJher o t l' ey cult iv<:c tGd both c ott on ~~ ,:.:t :·.:.: .. :1 .. 'l' ;; 

c a pita l invcsto cl ~ Ï -: .:. s 11o it ~::.. o -:' f~,o :n 31J.rope - .. ~ -, 
l_. . . : 

• • 
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c a pita l but to mai nt a in capi t a l in cir cul~tion and ult i~~t0 ly ~: 
~ o 

e xport a significant pr oportion of i t t o Europe . 1 As i <,'1S u.;o,Q. ,:; 

thGir profits in the i nte r s tices of t he system , Tl1 i s ·,1 ~~ s ''7c.1. !. 

i llustratc d by tbGir r o l e in buying and r ese lling primm7 c o:.--1m :> 

di tie s . They not only purcha sed cott on but a lso estnb lj_sbed 

ginncries -,prhich process ed the r aw cotton for expor t . and ï-Th ict e1l c :. 

providcd a base for mor e ener ge tic As i a n e ntr e pre neur.s to enc:::_~c, 

:i.n soa p and oil manufcwture, 

Conf licts a rising out of the As i a n mi ddleman posi ti on i n 

the eco~1omy ofte n pr esent ed themselves in r a cia l terms . 

F rom Ger man t i me s, settle r s a nd othe r Europea ns tre a ted Asians 

i n a di s pnr aging fnsh i on . European resentment increased vrith 

t h e growth in the economie s trength of the Asians in the inter-

;;m r yenrs, r oach ing pea k during t he depr ess ion ·v<hen Asia n mer

cha nts rwro a ccused of s ho..rp a nd underhand busines s ; etl. oc:s -· 

mm· o. so t han usual, t h 2.t i t . The g overnment :st c od f ir r:1 agti inst 

proposed discrimina t ory anti- Asi a n l e g isla tion , necogn i sing 

t beir indispensability a s a clo..ss ,7 1 B~si dc s , Asians had t~e 
c u.paci t y to or gan i se a nd decend the ir class i ntere sts . rr hey 

prove d t b i s in 1921 -v;hen thuy fought off govornment effor t s to 

ge t more t e1x f r om t hem; nnd i t i s s igr1 ifio~nt that t ll(;~r ~ -·~ :r· 3 

a llo-vre d r eprescnt a ti ve fJ in the Leg i slt.:.ti ve Council whcn Afric ·;, .:~.: 

vre r c no t . Pr om t he Africa n vie ;v-point, thore 'tTé.!.S a l s o a te n d . .:::jcc y 

to denounce J.,_s i a ns a r a ci a l group be cause of t he ir a c t i v :;_ t y 

r e t a ilers . Popu_l a r 11 anti-As i a n riots " wor e found fro121 time t c 

time from the 1920s until t he l a tter p~:.rt of the colonial 

"Uc.cha hu,yu i'IIuhindi" and 11 piga huyu baniani 11 -vrere t ypi c a l 

:r:eriod 
. 72 

CrlG S 0 

Such 11 nnti-Ls ü m riots 11 were re illly a spect s of the olass strugg l e 

i nevi t o..b l e onc e t he colonia l soci ety began to s trn tify, ·:;ut pri

r:ü ti ve be cause of the ina bi li ty of exploi t ed Africans t o see or 

strike a t the re il l controllers of the colonial political economy. 
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Meam1hil e 9 Afr i can soc i e t y d i d. not r ema in homogen ous. The r e 

was a cons i de r able d isparity be t ween t he amount of colonial D.ctivity 

carried on in t ho sout hern par t s of the country as opposed to t l:e 

nor t h , . due ma inly to t he t r ansport inf r ans tructure wh i ch concentrated 

a ttent i on on tho CGntr al Line and d i stric t s lying to th o north. 

Up t o about 1926 , t he convenient l'lay of ge tt ing to Tukuyu f rom 

D l . B . ' -if · l d 73 Af' t tl . h d ar es Sa aam r,.ras vla · e 1ra ana 1 yasa an • er 11s c ange 

communic8.tions s outh of t h0 Central Lino -vre r e s till poor , and t he 

l i nkage s wi th t ho rest of t he t orritory were t enuous. Th is basic 

sectione.l diffe r enc e be cane more pronouncod during t ho Br i tish perioli 

t han it bad 'boen befor e 9 as l a r ge p~rts of th e Sout hern province 

.. d ff M M . . 
7 4 c d nover r ocovera f r om t he e ·ects of aj i ~aJl. ash crops an othor 

economie ac tivities wer e mor e eas ily promotod e l sGwhc r o 9 ani t he 

~ south ' in Tangany ika acquireli a s i gnif icance compa rab le t o t he 

' South ' in the U. S.A. or Italy t ha t ' i s , one ôf bél.Ckvlardn .ass . It 

actually bècame a p l ace to which c ivil servant s we r e postcd as a form 

of demo tion or punishrnen t. 75 

Mo r e usually, r egi ona l d i ff e r entia t i on is t aken t o mù ~.m t l::: e c on-

tras t s be t weon t he i nJ. ic <:is of growt l1 f rom ono distr i ct t o :::.n otb, r . 76 

Kilimanjâ,ro, Bukoba , Mwanza and Tukuyu shov1ed. h i gh growth char acteris 

tics compar ed wi t h Song8a , Biharamulo , Nusona and Dodoma .in t er ms 

of t he mo ney gener a t od and circula t ad , t ho availabil ity of r onds , t he 

t ype of bouses and t ho pr ov i s i on of socia l s e rvice s such af:l s cl'10o l s 

and hospi tals. The growth a r en.s cor r espon1lecl p?.rtially 1-li t h t he 

bitter endowed ocologica l aTens , anù t _hey were usua lly mor e cloE;ely 

integr a t eù i nto t b<:. colonial e cono!l!y t hnn t bG non- grovd h ( s ubs i s t ence ) 

or low- gr m,.th 8-I'c:::.s. :B' oT ins tance , this appliod t o Bukoba as compar ed 

t o Masailand or Dodomn. Cont r asts nl so camo nbout bocause of the 

pa rticula r r.my in ·Hh ich sec tions vl e r o. int Gé,'Tnt ed. Songea and. Ki goma 

wer e no lcss closely invol ved in t he c ol oni a l e conomy t han Ki limanj c.:.ro 
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nnd Mw·anz a , consider ing the pr oporti on of adul t ma l e labour affe cte d. 

:Bu t t he f ir s t tvrv >ve r e l etbour supplier s 1 a r o le vTh ich did l'lOt be q_ueath 

t he popul a tion wit h any tangible gr o-vTth i n the ir home nr "-' <:~ s. :Negl e cted 

zones vlen::: i ndirectly lisa dvant age d by being iso l a t e d fr or:r~ inte r a cti ons 

wi t h othGr -part s o f the _c ountry . Ul timnt e ly, eyen Afric a n s wi t }ün 

t he. most f or.t u nnt e pockets of peas E!.nt production 1-Tere n ot devc loping 

~ny c ontrol ove r t he e nvironment, a nd they be c ame more vulner~ble to 

e:.dernE!. l forces Lts t hey incre a sed t h e ir a crGage s. G:;:-owth and non-

gro\Jth a r e <.i. S togetl:er con s ti t u t o d t he dependent unde r deve loped economy . 77 

Furtlw r ine q_ua li ties were to be found if one pursued the matter 

a t a micro l c:: ve l. Thus, vl i t h in Kilim c:,njaro, Rombo wa s a supplior of 

pa id c.gricultura l l ab our nnd C\ loc.a t ion wi t h f ew ameni ties . Converse l y ~ 

the r a were in Songe a. 'isla nds ' of toba cco a n d ooffee, whose i nhabitunt 3 
78 boasted more c a s h a nd did not bave to mi gr :.1 te seeking employment . 

'r besé f iner -distinctions l e a d on to t 11e nios t de ci si v e of t h \:: forms 

differenti~tion : namely, cla ss s t ratifica tion within t he Afric an 

oommunity . 

Re g i oYlal diffe r e ntia ti on '<-T.::1S ma inly a n expression of clas s 

str E!.tification . To st a t e tha t one place was more a dvance d t han anotl1er 

within t he Tanganyika n context wa s r eally to s ay t hat it c omprised 

moro of th ose i ndi v idu a l s who c G-me t .::: bG l oos e l y r eferred to a s t l1e 

Af:r;-ica n e lito and who , pr operly spe aking, cons tituted t be embr yonic 

Africa n pe ~ty bour geoi s i e . The se 'trer e t he Africa ns wh o a liena ted 

l a nd f r om t ho ir fe llows , h ire d l a b o1.œ and (incre8.s ing]y by t he end 

of t ho s e c ond wor l d war) used pl ou gh s and tra ctors t o spe ci<1lise for 

t he cwrke t. ~ü th t hem . wer è· associa t ed those '1'7ho· could. inves t sma ll 

c C>. pi t .::1 l in o. retail store or a bus or a coff'ee buller or sorne such 

venture '"Jücb vrcu l d he lp in t he :pro çess ' of c q.. pi tal a Gc.umu L l t ion and 

a h i gher l ove l of consumption. J~.bove e., H, th8 l a r ge proportj:on of 

t h i s cla s s a ch i eve d i t s position n pt directly t hrough economie me.nns 

but because of a c cess t o educati on, espe cia lly to u pper primecry or 

secondar y l e vo l. 111hey vl'G r e t here b;y- gura ntoed j obs in t he loerer rc:,r~ks 

of t h e civil service ~ a nd t hç, ir s a l aries \'.re nt t o r e inforce s u ch acti·

vitie s as purchas o of l nnd, c a ttle a nd so on , 
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Ki limanjar o t t hd best k nown of t he grovrt h are a s in Tanga nyika , 

s e rves a s a usefu l spe cifie illus tra tion of the .:procE:ss of class 

forma t{on f r om ~s ~arly a s the 19 20/and t he 1930s . St a ti s tics 

r e ferring t o Kilima njcr o coff&e production in t h i s pori od usually 

me nt i on only t he gross and ave r a ge f i gures . Tbust one mi gh t re n d 

t be.t in 1932 t'1e t ot a l nur1ber of coffeo grower wa s 350 , the a verage 

a cru:::.ge was l es s t llan 1 a cre a nd. t h(:; a verage annual returns vTGre 

Cl.bou t Sh s . 1 00 / -. · Sucb fi gtrr e s in themse lves ar e useless a nd even 

mi s l e a ding , be cause t h e, 1 a ve r age 1 b i do s the viide gap vvh ich bad 

a lready ar i sen be t wee n t he fen< coffee kulaks a nd the v a s t majori t y 

for vTh om i t ;ms st ill a s U:p pl e me nt o.r y a cti vi ty ear ning them a few 

s hillins s j:Jur y o ar. Fortuna te l y , th,; a bove figtrres vre r e expl2.ined 

by t he colonia l aut hor i ties i n t he fo l lm-ving mmmer: 79 

Per ce ntage of grOI·Ters Size of f a r ms 

l-------6_o'li:.~....a_-____ ~----- 2 a cre or l ess 

1 24% __j 2 to 1 a cre 

8% to 1 1/2 a cres 

A% 1/2 to 2 C. Cl'e B 

4% over 2 a cr es . 1 
!---------------------~-----------

A h a lf - ::~ cre plot cou l d cont a in 250 coffee trees o.. t 9ft. 

spü. cing a nd i t v-:ou l d br ing a n nnnua l incomG of Shs . 50/-:- to Shs . 

75/- if well tend8d . Therefore ~ 60% or 7 , 800 of the 13 1 000 f ami

lie s t han sni d to have been grovring coffee would h a ve e nrned no 

mor e t ll a n sh s 75/- a t the end of t he year and possibly much less 

t han shs 50/-• Thi s was a year of low priees, but at the bost of . 

times t ho 84% with one aero or l ess v1o'lild not h~vo d erivcd any 

livolihood from ooffc o . On the other hand 7 4% or about 520 growers 

had 1 1000 trc os _or moro .~ Hithin this group, thüro wcrc a f ew . 

pa r sons vJi th 10 1000 trees or moro t 1.-1hile on individual wi th over 


