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THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF COLONIAL TANGANYIKA, 1890=1939e
. e

Part I — The ereatibn of the coldnial eoonemy by violence,‘1890—1906.

The nineteenth century was a period of considerable change
in Bast Africas Means of maintaiming a livelihood, sociow-political
structures and oultural values were all steadily transformeds
Coming on the scene in the latter part of the century, the colonia
lists altered the pace amd direction of change; and the initiative
for controlling their evolution was forcibly wrested from the colo-—
nlsed pOQulatlon.M Thig- _could not happen overnlght. Rather, the

1nst1tut10na11satlon of oolonlal structures of productlon and polie

tical control occupled a phase, which in Tanzanla lasted for about

twenty years, beglnnlgg in 1885 and 1ntens;£y1ng_dur1ng the 18903.1

Inv1890, the Imperial German government undertook direct polie

tical supervision of thevcolony of German Fnst Africas The De0.AaGy

the chartered'eompany which previously shouldered this responsibility,
‘was unable fo carry out the first task of colonisation: namely,
conquest.‘~From 1890 onwards, the German government brought about
| subJugatlon and started to orgnaise an economy geared towards expor-
tlng its surplus, particularly in the form of primary agricultural
oommoditiese Annual reports for German East Africa durlng the 1890s
and the first years of this century indicate a high level of invesgee
tlgatlon of the topography, geology, cllmate and‘the plant and anie
mal spe01es.2 The building of roads, brldges and the Usambgra Raile
way (Tanga Llne) were major inputs into the new colonial cconomy,
along w1th the construction of a floating dock at Dar es Salaam
and the 1ntroduot10n of llghters and riverain vessclse Other
foundatlon ‘works for the export—orlented economy included the issue
of coing and notes, the establlshment of government~controlled

market halls and the spread of customs posts.r;
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their salaries tied to tax collcction in the case of the jumbes and
akidas, thesc particular Africans were given a stake in the colom
nial systems They had a relatively freec hand when they were dealing
with fellow Africans, and thcercefore .they .frequently resorted to
intimidation and extortionjB Many hereditary rulers werc also rcduced
to.the status oft overscers on behalf of Gorman masterse This applicd
even to the devcloped Bukoba, Ruanda and Urundi, whose rulcrs werc
given only a slightly greater measurc of frccdom than others. In
most parts of the country, the traditional law cenforcers such asiiho
ruga and the Mnyamparas became in effoct colonial askaris, who '
brought foree to bear on their own pcople to get them to work for

the Germans.

The .widespread resort to coorcion to initiate colonial pro=—

duction rclations is largely cxplained by thc fact that labour was

not usually & commodity within the indigcnous African eoonomiess

and therc was little rcason for this process to - -take place spontam
neouslys Somc tons of thousands of central Tanzanians had become
accustomed to porterage in the pro—colonial periode These (mainly
Nyamwezi) were often willing to continue in this occupation or to
make the transition %o other forms of hirod loboure But, without

: force, the Germans ocould not f£ill the ranks cven of the porters;

and violenoc was frequently nccessary to get Nyamwezi to work on
plantations.9 Besides, German East Afrioa was a typical colonial
gituation in which taxes were imposcd on Afrisans not so much for the
revonue which resulted but as a means of propelling them into the
lebour market and tho money amnomy, and thercby drawing off the sur—

pluss Such mechanisms for alienating the product of people'!s labour

werc fow and weak 1nApre—oolon1a1 East Afrloa. Their introduction

1nev1tab1y evoked Afrlcan bcillderment and hostlllty, which in turn

wWere met by European force exerclsed 1n the name of law and ordcre









































































































