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The second day (November 25, 1975) of the Policy 
Conference on Strat egi es for increasing productive employment 

in African Countries was devoted to the consideration of the 
structure of int ernational trade, with a view to formulating 
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the broad policy guidelines which should lead to the esta~ 

blishment of a new international economie order, taking due 

account of the development aspirations of T.hird World 

Countries. 

The deliberations proceeded after Professors 

Dharam Ghai, Reginald Green and Samir Amin had introduced 
the following subjects : 

The Structure of International Trade 

Adjustment Assistance 

A New International Economie order as a way of 

resolving Employment Problems in Africa. 

I - The Structure of International Trade 

Having explained what is meant by the term "basic 

·needs", Mr. Ghai argued that reaching full employment did 

.1ot necessarily mean achieving a fair distribution of 

~ncomes. On the other hand, a strategy geared towards the 
~atisfaction of basic needs will easily pave the way towards 

~chieving a more satisfactory distribution income. 

In statistical terms, the evolution of the structure 

>f international trade at the world level has been the 
'ollowing : 

Share of the Third World 

in International Trade 

1960 21 % 
1970 18 % 
1974 27 % (mainly due to oil 

factured products) 
and manu-
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It should be not ed that in 1973, out of 

$ 109 billions' exports, 

81 billions went to developed countries 

21 billions went to undeveloped countries 

4 billions went to socialist countries 

Similarly, a significant evolut ion appeared 

between 1955 and 1973, from which the following prscise 

conclusions may be drawn : 

1. The share of food, raw materiel has declined 
\ 

2. Metals and minerals remained stable 

3. Manufactured products showed an increase;. 

The above is emphasized by the following table 

1955 1973 
in % in % 

Food • .. . •.••• ~ .••• 37 24 
Raw materials . . 

Agriculture •..• 20 10 

Metals and 
l\llinerals ....... 10 10 

Oi 1 •..•••••• (' • o • •• 25 38 
Manufactured 

Products. , .•..• 7 80 

The following conclusions may be drawn from the 
discussion : 

underdeveloped countries have become importers of agri

cultural products, and have'tmr.efore become dependant on the 

agricultural surplus es of developed countries 
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linked to : 

strategies aiming at s a tisfying basic ne eds 

- a radical change in the industrialisation process through 

import-subtitution 

the terms of development aid through which developed 

countries pursue their political aims. 

From this point of view, and in order to achieve 

the satisfaction of basic needs, it would appear proper that 

a fund for assistance to agriculture be creat ed, provided 

that significant agrarian reforms are devieed, which would 

make this assistance productive. 

Several imperatives were thus identified : 

the reorganisation at the national l eve l of economie 

structures 

the control of national resources, which is a pre-requisite 
of any development policy 

assistance towards the adaptation of migrant workers 

returning to their home country, and appropriate measures 

aiming at slowing down that flow of manpower. 

III - The contribution of a new economie order to the 

solution of Employment Problems in Africa 

Having not ed that throughout its historical deve 

lopment (the colonial pact ; industrialisation through 

imports' substitution ; experts of industrial products) the 

international division of labour had always been unequal, 
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dcveloped countries have developed synthetic pro.ducts 

which tend to replac e the agricultural products they 

used to import from underdcvelmped countries . 

These various trends have r es ulted in a heavy 

ro p in the l evel of emplo~nent of underdeveloped countries. 

owevcr , it would not do to draw hasty conclusions : 

the increas e in domes tic , consumption may lead to a r educ

tion of experts of given products 

the controlling power of the ec onomy may increase the 

share of trade among the underdeveloped countries thems elves·, 

statistics should be r ead in the light of the theor-'etièal 

analysis of the n ew int ernational division of labour. 

:r - Adjustmcnt Assistance 

It shou.ld b e noted that Mr. Green who introduced 

;he topic _ did not give a concrete background to the problem , 
jhat is to say 

- how does the s ituation stand 

- why is an adjustment needed, and of what kind ts that 

adju.stment 

- what are , therefore , the ways and me ans of tha t adju.stment . 

He did,however, note that the cos t of such an adjus

~ment is borne by the underdeveloped cou.ntries -and their 

~orkers- r a ther than by the developed countries. The concept 

of adju.stment is still to be formulat ed . 

It appeared from the discuss ions that adjustment is 
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Professer Samir Amin r emarked that it had systematically 

jcaus ed proletarisation, and the blocking of the productive 

forc es in the countries in the poriphery of the world 

capitalist system. 

The fight for a new economie order can thorafore 

·be expressed through·· one of s everal demands : 

- higher priees for export products, which do es not fully 

solve the problem 

- control of the na tura l r esources, which may be achieved 

1 

either through legal ownership or through l egal ownership 

linked to the abili ty to exploit thes.e on the basis 1 of precise 

needs and obj ectives rathe r than tho ne eds of the world 

market . 

The latter may in turn have two aspects : 

international specialisation, which shows no changes 

- national self- sufficiençy implying a s elf-c entered form 

of development, i. e . a gradual break from the world 

capitalist system. 

Although div ergent ideas were expressed , the discus

sion and exohanges of vi ew emphasiz ed the following points : 

·1. In the context of the pr esent int ernational division of 

labour accept cd as it is, it goes without s aying that 

third world countries will have to fi ght 

• 

• 

to gain acc ess to the markets of the developed 

countri es 

to obtain more r omunerative prie es 
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