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Progress report on the implementation of the 

programme of work for the biennium 2017–2018 

 
The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) is convening 

the twenty-second quarterly briefing with African ambassadors accredited to Ethiopia on 11 

March 2019, to exchange views on the work of the secretariat of ECA. The report provides an 

overview of the substantive work carried out by the secretariat from October to December 2018 

in implementing its programme of work for the biennium 2017–2018. The activities are 

grouped under topics relating to key events, knowledge-generation and information-sharing, 

and capacity development, which includes extending technical support to member States and 

consensus-building. The report also presents some of the collaborations carried out by the 

secretariat with key partners. 

 

A. Key events 

 

1. Sixth Statistical Commission for Africa (StatCom-Africa) 

ECA organized the Sixth Statistical Commission for Africa (StatCom-Africa), which was 

held in Addis Ababa from 1 to 4 October 2018. The theme of the meeting was “Enhancing the 

capacity of national statistical systems to support policies for Africa’s economic diversification 

and industrialization”. The meeting was preceded by the Thirteenth Africa Symposium on 

Statistical Development on 1 and 2 October, and the Eighth Forum on African Statistical 

Development on 2 October. The Fourth Regional Committee of United Nations Global 

Geospatial Information Management for Africa was also held as a back-to-back event with 

StatCom-Africa. StatCom-Africa was attended by representatives of 47 member States, pan-

African institutions, regional economic communities and international partners. 

 2. African Economic Conference 2018  

ECA, in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme and the African 

Development Bank, organized the African Economic Conference 2018, held in Kigali from 3 

to 5 December, under the theme “Regional and continental integration for Africa’s 

development”. The conference discussed regional and continental integration for the 

development of Africa, looking at topics including leveraging the private sector, developing 

necessary infrastructure, accelerating inclusive integration and the use of institutions and 

partnerships for the integration of the continent. Among the numerous papers presented, ECA 

presented one on modelling the economic impact of the China Belt and Road Initiative on East 

Africa. The study evaluated the effects of the Initiative on trade and welfare in East Africa. The 

meeting was attended by representatives of Governments, regional researchers, civil society 

and international organizations, as well as private sector actors. 

 

3. Joint meeting of the regional United Nations Sustainable Development teams 

for East and Southern Africa and West and Central Africa 

 

On 10 December 2018, ECA held a joint meeting with the regional United Nations 

Sustainable Development teams for East and Southern Africa and West and Central Africa in 

Addis Ababa. The overall objective was to reach a common understanding on the implications 

of the ongoing United Nations reform initiatives on the functionality of the entities and the 

opportunities to deepen collaboration. Key outcomes of the meeting included an agreement on 

the modalities for follow-up and implementation of the phase I regional optimization actions 
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of the reform of the United Nations. The meeting also agreed to integrate and harmonize the 

various regional development initiatives, including the priority areas of the African Union, the 

regional teams, the framework of the renewed United Nations-African Union partnership on 

Africa’s integration and development agenda for 2017–2027, the Joint United Nations-African 

Union Framework for Enhanced Partnership in Peace and Security, and the African Union-

United Nations Framework for Implementation of Agenda 2063 and 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development.  

 

4. Experts group meetings on phase II negotiations of the African Continental 

Free Trade Area and on Assessing Regional Integration in Africa  

 

Two joint expert group meetings of ECA, the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development, and the African Union Commission that were related to phase II negotiations of 

the African Continental Free Trade Area were held in Addis Ababa from 16 to 19 November 

2018. The meetings discussed the three draft protocols – on competition policy, intellectual 

property rights and investment – expected to form the basis of the upcoming phase II 

negotiations. Participants also provided inputs to the ninth edition of the report on Assessing 

Regional Integration in Africa, which was focused on more in-depth analyses of the phase II 

policy issues. 

 

5. High-level dialogue on trade and the digital economy 

 

Organized on the margins of the Africa E-Commerce Week of the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development, held in Nairobi on 11 December, the dialogue provided 

a platform to discuss the importance of digital identification (ID) for the development and 

structural transformation of Africa. ECA and the African Union Commission hosted a high-

level meeting on the digital ID initiative for Africa, engaging panellists in a discussion on how 

African countries could better harness digital identity through the African Continental Free 

Trade Area, with a view to supporting greater e-commerce through a common regulation and 

platform for digital ID in the continent.  

 

6. High-level meeting on the potential implications of the twin processes of 

ratification of the African Continental Free Trade Area and accession to the 

World Trade Organization on the economy of Ethiopia 

 

At the request of the Chief Trade Negotiator of Ethiopia, ECA organized a half-day high-

level briefing and consultation meeting for senior officials from the Office of the Prime 

Minister and the Ministry of Trade of Ethiopia, held on 23 November 2018. The briefing 

session was intended to: 

 (a) Share ongoing research on the implications of ratification of the Agreement 

establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area on the economy of Ethiopia;  

 (b) Consider the possible implications of the ratification of the Agreement on the 

ongoing World Trade Organization accession processes of Ethiopia;  
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 (c) Develop a shared understanding of the priority needs of Ethiopia in the field of 

trade negotiations and explore how ECA can better meet those needs.  

 The meeting resulted in the identification of the priority needs of Ethiopia in the field of 

trade policy and negotiations. An action plan of technical support was also agreed upon, which 

included the conduct of an impact study involving country-specific modelling on the potential 

implications of the ratification and implementation of the Agreement by Ethiopia.  

 

7. Africa Trade Forum 2018 

 

ECA, in collaboration with the Government of Nigeria, the African Union Commission 

and the Rockefeller Foundation, hosted the Africa Trade Forum, which focused on the theme 

“Agreement establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area ratification and 

implementation: a game changer for African economies”. The Forum brought together key 

stakeholders from across the continent to discuss what was required to ensure that the 

Agreement would contribute to socioeconomic development. That process has contributed 

additional momentum to the ratification process. Since the Forum took place, over 10 

additional countries have ratified the Agreement. The Forum highlighted that while 

Governments were responsible for setting an environment conducive to business and trade, it 

was the private sector that was the key driver of the economy and the direct beneficiary of the 

Agreement. A key outcome of the Forum was the decision for ECA to convene three more such 

forums in different subregions in 2019.  

 

8. Expert group meeting on land, identity and socioeconomic transformation in 

Southern Africa 

Convened in Livingstone, Zambia, on 28 and 29 November 2018, the expert group 

meeting brought together 35 land policy and agricultural development experts and stakeholders 

from the private sector, Governments, development partners, academia, civil society and the 

media to review the study on land, identity and socioeconomic transformation in Southern 

Africa. Among others, experts called for the following: 

 (a) Introduction of land taxes, especially on large, unused parcels of land, in order to 

discourage speculative holding of land and encourage its productive use;  

 (b) Introduction of regional frameworks and national policies that define, protect and 

enforce the rights of those at risk of loss or exclusion occasioned by identity differences, 

including those based on race, ethnicity, gender, age, political orientation and religion, and 

especially those embedded in historical contexts; 

 (c) Development of a strategy for small family farms, with a view to lifting most rural 

peoples into rural middle class standards of living, by ensuring a sustainable means of 

livelihood for them;  

 (d) Establishment of regional mutual accountability mechanisms for monitoring the 

implementation of continental and regional land policy frameworks so that they remain 

relevant and effective in achieving the intended transformations;  

 (e) Development of a common regional policy on large-scale land-based investments that 

promotes inclusive investments, contributes to broad-based capital formation and assists the 

development of regional policies, guidelines, results frameworks and monitoring systems. 
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9. Workshop on quality policy 

 

ECA, the African Organization for Standardization and the Economic Community of 

West African States (ECOWAS) jointly organized a two-day capacity-building workshop on 

the tools for compliance and implementation of the ECOWAS quality policy at the national 

level. The workshop was attended by representatives from all ECOWAS member States; 

national bureaux of standards; regulatory bodies; key stakeholders of conformity assessment 

bodies, including the African Development Bank and Afreximbank; and the private sector. The 

workshop concluded with a set of focused recommendations to pave the way towards the 

integration of high-quality policy at the national level. Those recommendations included the 

need to improve national quality infrastructure, effectively engage the private sector to ensure 

that the harmonization of standards is demand-driven and expand the financial contributions of 

member States to quality infrastructure. A significant resolution of the workshop was the 

decision of member States to facilitate the free movement of products through mutual 

recognition agreements of certified products. The workshop agreed to establish a champions 

pilot project for the establishment of good practices, which could then be rolled out across the 

ECOWAS region.  

 

10. Intra-African trade fair  

 

ECA, in collaboration with the African Union Commission and Afreximbank, organized 

the first Intra-African Trade Fair, held in Cairo from 11 to 17 December 2018. The Fair was 

attended by 7,000 participants from 45 countries and included 1,086 exhibitions booths. Deals 

transacted at the Fair had a total value of up to $32 billion. As a leading think tank on 

international trade issues in Africa, the African Trade Policy Centre of ECA is a member of 

the Advisory Council of the Fair and provided advice and quality assurance support to 

Afreximbank on the organization and preparation of the Fair, as well as on high-level political 

and policy advocacy to mobilize key stakeholders.  

 

11. Continental workshop on trade and gender 

 

Held on 16 December 2018, the third continental workshop on trade and gender included 

discussions on the preliminary findings of the study on the role of regional economic 

communities in gender-sensitive trade policy. The discussions focused on four key issues:  

 (a) Structures and frameworks needed for gender mainstreaming in regional economic 

communities within the context of the African Continental Free Trade Area;  

 (b) Regional economic communities support to member States;  

 (c) Role of women entrepreneur networks in regional economic communities; 

 (d) Internal issues such as data collection.  

 Insights from the workshop will help to inform the analysis and recommendations 

contained in the report, which is to be published later in 2019. 
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12. Trade finance for female entrepreneurs 

 

Held on 12 December 2018, the session on trade finance for female entrepreneurs 

highlighted Africa as being among the regions with the highest number of female 

entrepreneurs, who operate largely in the informal sector, often with limited access to finance, 

and suffer from exclusion and discriminatory practices, resulting in a limited number of 

women-owned businesses. The session recommended that Governments should initiate 

programmes jointly with the private sector to facilitate women’s access to finance.  

 

13. Expert group meeting on the data revolution in North Africa and using data 

in support of structural transformation 

 

The expert group meeting, held in Tunis on 30 and 31 October 2018, acknowledged the 

challenges posed by data evolution and the need to adapt legislation at the national level, ensure 

sufficient human resources and identify critical indicators to support national priorities. 

 

14. Thirty-third session of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for North 

Africa 

The thirty-third session of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for North Africa 

was held in Tunis from 30 October to 2 November 2018, under the theme of “Data revolution 

in North Africa: using data in support of structural transformation”, and in partnership with the 

Ministry of Development, Investment and International Cooperation of Tunisia and the Union 

of Industry, Trade and Handicrafts of Tunisia. Participants deliberated on a range of topics 

including the African Continental Free Trade Area, migration, the blue economy and the role 

of quality data in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and the successful 

implementation of Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want.  

 

15. Support to United Nations activities in the Sahel 

 

ECA continued its support of activities in the Sahel region in the period under review. 

Specific activities included the provision of support in the preparation of the support plan, and 

the organization of a stakeholder validation meeting to review the preliminary deliverables of 

the ongoing formulation of the Sahel vision in 2043, which was initiated in February 2018. 

Given the various Sahel initiatives, efforts are under way to reinforce the complementarity of 

different stakeholder initiatives in the subregion.  

 

16. Twenty-second session of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for 

East Africa 

 

Held in Kigali from 20 to 22 November, the session focused on the implementation of 

the Agreement establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area in East Africa. The event 

was attended by more than 270 participants representing member States covered by the office, 

policymakers, regional economic communities, intergovernmental organizations, United 

Nations agencies, civil society organizations, the media, the private sector, academia, think 

tanks and other stakeholders. The session noted the progress achieved in the East Africa region; 
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however, the agriculture sector had remained vulnerable to weather-related shocks. The 

meeting also noted that the Agreement presented a unique opportunity to leverage the rapidly 

growing regional market and that there was a need to encourage its ratification within member 

States. Participants called for ECA to extend the development of national implementation 

strategies related to the Agreement.  

 

17. Contribution to programme planning  

 

As part of the ongoing reorientation of the secretariat’s strategic focus, the secretariat 

undertook a programme plan and budget development workshop in October 2018, aimed at the 

preparation of the report on the 2020 Programme Plan and Performance Information. The 

workshop saw the participation of all ECA directors, chiefs and programme officers, and 

provided the opportunity for staff to discuss the new approach to planning and reporting, 

introduced on a trial basis as part of the United Nations reform initiative, and was followed by 

the development of an online platform to enhance the synergies across the secretariat’s work 

programme.  

 

18. Global compact on safe, orderly and regular migration 

 

ECA supported the African group of ambassadors and permanent representatives in New 

York in the negotiations on the Global Compact on Migration that was agreed by the countries. 

Through a series of consultation and stocktaking phases, ECA provided technical inputs to the 

negotiators on critical migration issues that helped shape an African narrative on international 

migration from Africa. ECA actively participated at the Intergovernmental Conference to 

Adopt a Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, held in Marrakech on 10 

and 11 December 2018, where strategies for implementing the Global Compact were adopted. 

In addition, the Chair of the high-level panel on migration in Africa, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 

made a keynote presentation and chaired the second migration dialogue on partnerships and 

innovative initiatives for the way forward.   

 

19. High-level panel on migration  

 

The high-level panel on migration held its fourth meeting on 19 and 20 November 2018 

to review the final draft of its report, which analyses key migration themes and provides 

evidence to influence policies and programmes. The panel also held a side event at the 

Intergovernmental Conference to Adopt a Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 

Migration. The event explored areas of synergy between the Global Compact on Migration and 

the work of the panel moving forward. 

 

20. Regional launch of the Global Campaign for the Good Treatment of Girls, 

Boys and Adolescents with Disabilities in the World 

 

The regional launch of the Global Campaign for the Good Treatment of Girls, Boys and 

Adolescents with Disabilities in the World was held in Addis Ababa on 29 November 2018. 

ECA co-organized the launch with the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General on Disability 
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and Accessibility and the Embassy of Chile in Ethiopia. The campaign is aimed at raising 

awareness on eliminating degrading treatment or punishment, exploitation, violence and abuse 

of all girls, boys and adolescents with disabilities and contributing to the full implementation 

of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

 

A comprehensive list of the events and activities undertaken by the secretariat is available 

at annex I. Annex II provides a list of the key upcoming events. 

 

B. Knowledge-generation and information-sharing  

 

The secretariat furthered its efforts to facilitate and support the shaping of continental 

perspectives on emerging and key issues of interest through the conduct of research on a range 

of issues related to economic, social and sustainable development. The research studies, which 

were reviewed at ad hoc meetings of experts, contained recommendations to policymakers and 

decision makers.  

A list of the research publications produced by the secretariat during the reporting period 

is available at annex III.  

 

C. Capacity development 

 

The technical support provided by the secretariat to its member States over the past quarter 

consisted primarily of training, capacity development and technical advisory services across a 

range of thematic areas. 

 

1. Training and capacity enhancement 

 

 The African Institute for Economic Development and Planning – the training arm of 

ECA – delivered 11 courses, policy dialogues and seminars in the period from October to 

December 2018. The training courses included capacity-building support to ECA staff 

members in areas of modelling and technical writing, and addressed various thematic areas 

with the aim of strengthening the capacities of policymakers in the formulation of economic 

policies and national development plans. Information about courses is available at annex IV. 

In order to strengthen statistical capacities, the secretariat provided support to various 

initiatives, including the following:  

 (a) ECA, in collaboration with the United Nations Statistics Division, revised the 

principles of Sustainable Development Goal indicator reporting and dissemination platforms 

as well as guidelines for their application in the context of data-sharing and exchange. A total 

of 10 member States are participating as pilot countries: Burundi, Ethiopia, Ghana, Liberia, 

Mozambique, Rwanda, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe; 

 (b) Within the training component of the Africa Action Plan on the Global Strategy for 

Improving Agricultural and Rural Statistics a subregional workshop was organized on 

“Computer-assisted personal interviews for agriculture surveys”, held in Dar es Salaam, United 

Republic of Tanzania. The workshop was attended by representatives of Eswatini, the Gambia, 

Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Nigeria, South Sudan, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia 
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and Zimbabwe. A second subregional workshop was also organized, under the theme “Labour 

statistics, gender statistics and basic agricultural statistics”. The workshop was held in Abidjan, 

Côte d’Ivoire, and attended by representatives of Burundi, Cameroon, the Central African 

Republic, Chad, the Comoros, Côte d’Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, 

Morocco, the Niger, Togo and Tunisia. 

 (c) A training course on the fundamentals of geographic information systems and 

geospatial database management was organized for senior public officials from the Ministry of 

Water, Irrigation and Electricity of Ethiopia, and public utility enterprises of Ethiopia. The 

training was held from 26 to 30 November 2018.  

 (d) A number of advisory services and training activities were provided by ECA to 

Burkina Faso and Ethiopia (development of a digital census cartographic framework in support 

of the population and housing censuses), Zimbabwe (production of relevant gender statistics 

on selected tier II indicators, on violence against women or time-use, in line with international 

methods);   

 (e) Support to the Niger in the amendment of the provisional texts on the National Civil 

Registration Policy and Act  

 

2. Technical and advisory services 

 

The secretariat responded to several requests of its member States. A summary of the 

technical and advisory services provided to member States during the reporting period is 

listed below.  

 

(a) Natural resources, environmental issues and sustainable development  

 

 ECA facilitated the first meeting of African Union tourism ministers, held in 

Nairobi from 1 to 3 October 2018. The meeting focused on the finalization of 

the continental tourism strategy, the establishment of the African Tourism 

Organization and a review of the status of implementation of the Plan of Action 

on Tourism (2017–2019), adopted at Lomé. 

 Under the review period, ECA finalized the blue economy strategic policy 

framework for Comoros and a blue economy stocktaking and policy 

orientation for Madagascar. ECA continued to provide technical support for 

the development and consolidation of these strategic frameworks focusing on 

prioritization of sectors and related trade-offs alongside policy orientations and 

actions.  

 

(b) Development planning 

  

 In response to requests from member States for support with regard to the 

streamlining of the monitoring of and reporting on progress achieved with the 

Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda 2063, as well as their alignment 

with national development plans, ECA provided technical assistance to Côte 

d’Ivoire and Seychelles on the use of the integrated planning and reporting 

toolkit developed by ECA.  
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 In response to a technical request, ECA reviewed and validated the recently 

developed national macroeconomic model of Ghana, including a review of the 

model’s technical design, operationalization and capability to produce credible 

forecast and policy simulation results. The model is aimed at fostering 

effective economic forecasting, sectoral planning and policy analysis for the 

Government. It was agreed that further work was needed to ensure 

sustainability and effectiveness of the model. 

 

 ECA delivered a training workshop on macroeconomic modelling for 

forecasting and policy simulation, in collaboration with the Central Bank of 

the Gambia. The workshop was held in Banjul from 17 to 19 December 2018. 

The workshop reviewed the initial model developed by ECA, taking into 

consideration both broader issues and finer details pertaining to the model 

technical requirements, the associated assumptions and related data issues.  

 

(c) Trade-related issues, industry and infrastructure 

 

 ECA participated in and contributed to the East African Community meeting 

to address non-tariff barriers, which was held on 14 November 2018 in Arusha, 

United Republic of Tanzania. A report was presented on the analysis of the 

trade performance of the East African Community. It was pointed out that 

while the East African Community is still one of the most dynamic regional 

blocks in Africa, trade performance was lagging and the growth in 

intraregional trade had stagnated, estimated at 90 per cent below potential 

owing to the incidence of non-tariff barriers in the region, the failure to apply 

the common external tariff and the rising import competition from China and 

India. The meeting acknowledged the need for the promotion of local 

industries, increased capacity-building and the strengthening of standards and 

quality control across the region.  

 

 ECA recently conducted a study on the China Belt and Road Initiative, using 

the computable general equilibrium model of the Global Trade Analysis 

Project (GTAP) and the latest GTAP 10 database to analyse the effects of the 

establishment of the Initiative. The results of the study showed that, under 

modest assumptions, the total exports of countries could increase by $192 

million, while welfare could increase by about $1 billion. The Initiative would 

result in a particularly pronounced increase in intraregional trade. 

 

(d) Social and economic policy 

 

 ECA participated in the review of the provisional five-year implementation of 

the Addis Ababa Declaration on Population and Development, which was held 

in Accra from 2 to 5 October. The process is expected to contribute to the 25-

year United Nations global review and appraisal of the implementation of the 

International Conference on Population and Development Programme of 

Action in 2019, as well as inform regional and global reporting on the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

 ECA provided technical support to the Niger on its national population policy, 

in collaboration with the United Nations Population Fund. During a workshop 
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held in Dosso, Niger, from 10 to 12 December 2018, ECA contributed to the 

revision of the country population strategic framework, particularly from the 

context of deepened analysis of the impact of population growth on the 

environment beyond land and on other microeconomic dimensions such as 

migration. 

 ECA undertook a scoping mission to Benin from 17 to 22 December 2018 on 

the key area of promoting tourism and economic growth.   

 ECA in partnership with the United Nations Human Settlements Programme 

(UN-Habitat) and the African Union Commission developed the Harmonized 

Regional Implementation, Monitoring and Reporting Framework for the New 

Urban Agenda in Africa. The development of the framework followed an 

extensive consultation and review process with experts and officials from 

African ministries of housing and urban development, culminating in final 

validation in November 2018. The framework was adopted at the Eighth 

Bureau Meeting of the Specialized Technical Committee on Public Service, 

Local Government, Urban Development and Decentralization for use by 

member States as a foundation in the coherent implementation of, monitoring 

of and reporting on urban commitments outlined in the New Urban Agenda, 

Sustainable Development Goal 11 and Agenda 2063, in line with other global 

agreements – including the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 

2015–2030 and the Paris Agreement – as well as national priorities. The 

Meeting also endorsed a road map for ECA, UN-Habitat and the African Union 

Commission, to advance the uptake of the framework at national and 

subregional levels, including through specific monitoring and reporting 

instruments for 2019/2020. 

 ECA provided technical advisory services to the Ministry of Gender Equality 

and Child Welfare in Namibia, which resulted in the production of draft 

national framework on women’s economic empowerment. The framework 

was reviewed by the Government and it is expected that ECA will continue 

providing support to assist in its entry into force.   

 

D. Consensus-building 

 

The secretariat has continued to assist its member States in articulating common positions 

on important issues through various forms of technical support and collaboration. Examples of 

this are as follows: 

 ECA participated in a joint task team meeting on the monitoring and evaluation 

framework of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063 from 26 to 28 November 

2018. The meeting was attended by representatives of the African Union, New 

Partnership for Africa’s Development, African Peer Review Mechanism, and 

the regional economic communities. The meeting included discussions of the 

joint monitoring and evaluation framework for the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 

2063, including the harmonized roll-out of toolkits available for monitoring, 

the outline of a communications strategy for the implementation of Agenda 

2063, and data collection and sharing.  
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 As part of the reporting process, ECA contributed a progress report to the 

report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Istanbul 

Programme of Action, detailing its observations on the implementation. 

 ECA continues to provide technical support to ECOWAS on the common 

single currency project. Under the period of review, ECA supported ECOWAS 

in fine-tuning the report on its single currency project, in response to an 

implementation decision of the Presidential Taskforce.  

E. Partnerships 

 

The new and prospective partnerships for the current period are indicated below: 

 

1. Regional institutions 

 

 Partnership with the African Development Bank to support the High-level 

Panel on International Migration. 

2. Multilateral institutions 

 

 Partnership with UNITAR for the development of an e-learning tutorial on 

nationally determined contributions 

 Partnership with United Nations Funds for International Partnerships in 

support of the Gender Data Focal Point Network, Africa 

3. Bilateral institutions  

 

 Programme cooperation with the Government of Guinea-Bissau and the 

Government of Zambia in support of the implementation of the African 

Gender and Development Index 

 General framework agreement between ECA and the China Public-Private 

Partnerships Center to promote the development of sustainable public-private 

partnerships  

 

4. Others 

 

 The secretariat is working with the Omidyar Network on the establishment of 

a digital identity platform for Africa.  

 The secretariat established an agreement with the African Academy of 

Sciences to support the Climate Research for Development Research Grant 

Management Mechanism in Africa. 

 As part of its work related to older persons, the secretariat finalized a 

memorandum of understanding with HelpAge International on joint initiatives 

and activities. 
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 Following the establishment of the African Women Leadership Fund, the 

secretariat has been working closely with “potential.com” on the 

implementation of the Fund.  

 The African Institute for Economic Development and Planning is in 

discussions with a number of institutions in an effort to support capacity-

building and training activities for public officials on a variety of thematic 

areas. Those institutions include the International Atomic Energy Agency, the 

International Food Policy Research Institute,  International Organization of la 

Francophonie, the International Renewable Energy Agency, KTH Royal 

Institute of Technology, the Pan-African Parliament, the African Capacity-

Building Foundation and the University of Ngaoundere.  

 The secretariat is collaborating with the Digital Earth Africa Programme and 

is engaged in discussions with Australia Geosciences to serve as the 

institutional home for the initiative. In hosting the Digital Earth Africa 

Programme, ECA will have access to a broad network of partners and its role 

as leading organization in various initiatives will be reinforced. 

 

F. Evaluation activities 

 

During the period under review, the secretariat undertook a number of evaluation 

activities including the following:  

 

 Final evaluation of phase II of the cooperation between ECA and Finland on 

the development of information and communications technologies in Africa. 

The evaluation concluded that the programme was mostly successful for 

activities associated with the development and capacity-building of national 

information and communications infrastructure. Among other things, the 

evaluation recommended that ECA should consider repositioning information 

and communications technologies to a higher level of organizational 

prominence.  

 Mid-term evaluation of a project on improving land governance in the region 

of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development was concluded. The 

review concluded a satisfactory performance and highlighted a few areas for 

improvement to achieve success.  

 Evaluations of the Development Account include the following projects: 

“Strengthening member States’ capacities in designing and implementing 

strategies and policies for inclusive and sustainable cities in Africa” and 

“Strengthening capacities of policymakers and other key stakeholders to 

develop competitive regional agricultural value chains in Africa”.  
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Annex I 

Key events undertaken by the Commission 

 

Title of event Venue Dates in 2018 

Meeting of the African Population Experts Committee to review 

the continental five-year implementation of the Addis Ababa 

Declaration on Population and Development 

Accra 2–5 October 

Training workshop on gender statistics Cairo 9 and 10 

October 

Seventh Climate Change and Development in Africa Conference Nairobi 8–12 October 

Consultative Specialized Technical Committee on Trade, 

Industrialization and Minerals 

Addis Ababa 15–19 

October 

Workshop on voluntary national reviews Geneva 16 and 17 

October 

Africa in the Digital Age: Youth Bridging Physical Integration 

through Information and Communications Technologies – i-Boot 

camp organized by the Youth Alliance for Leadership and 

Development in Africa  

Rabat 24–28 

October 

Training workshop on gender statistics Cairo 30 October to 

1 November  

Annual meeting of the Subregional Coordination Mechanism for 

West Africa on the theme of mobilizing efforts to make the Sahel 

a driving force for the development of West Africa 

Dakar 5 and 6 

November 

First regional economic conference on ageing Abuja 5–7 

November 

Expert meeting on the review of preliminary results of the process 

of formulation of the 2043 Vision for the Sahel 

Dakar 7–9 

November 

Expert group meeting on “Exploring an African nanotechnology 

future: capacity, policies and regulation” 

Addis Ababa 13 and 14 

November 

Scientific advisory committee meeting on climate research for 

development 

Addis Ababa 15 and 16 

November  

Twelfth international colloquium of Rabat on human capital and 

international exchanges 

Rabat 15 and 16 

November  

Meeting of think tanks on opportunities and challenges of 

demographic dynamics in West Africa 

Abidjan, Côte 

d’Ivoire 

19–21 

November 

International conference on surfaces, coatings and nanostructured 

materials (NANOSMAT-Africa) 

Cape Town, 

South Africa 

19–23 

November 

Trade facilitation and manufacturing – how to leverage new 

opportunities in intra-African trade 

Kigali 20–22 

November 

Balance of payments constraints on economic growth in East 

Africa and its relevance to the African Continental Free Trade 

Area 

Kigali 20–22 

November 

Towards energy security in Eastern Africa: maximizing the gains 

from the African Continental Free Trade Area 

Kigali 20–22 

November 
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Promoting services trade within the African Continental Free 

Trade Area: the sustainable financing of tourism 

Kigali 20–22 

November 

High-level round-table dinner on harnessing the African 

Continental Free Trade Area for gender equality in East Africa 

Kigali 20–22 

November 

Sustainable blue economy conference Nairobi 26–28 

November 

Twelfth annual session of the African Union Committee of 

Directors General of the National Statistics Offices 

Khartoum 27–29 

November 

High-level training workshop for data producers at national and 

county level 

Nairobi 27–30 

November 

Development seminar of the African Institute for Economic 

Development and Planning 

Dakar 29 November 

First consultative meeting of the Bureau of the twenty-fourth 

Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of Southern Africa 

Lusaka 30 November 

Expert group meeting on strengthening subregional coordination 

in support to the African Union and the New Partnership for 

Africa’s Development and on monitoring and evaluation in the 

Regional Coordination Mechanism for Africa 

Nairobi 3–6 

December 

 

Third Nigeria National Conference on Fintech Lagos, 

Nigeria 

3–7 

December 

High-level policy dialogue on the role of the African Continental 

Free Trade Area in structural transformation, regional integration 

and the industrialization of Africa 

Dakar 7 December 

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration Marrakech, 

Morocco 

7–11 

December 

Workshop on the elaboration of the national population policy of 

the Niger, in cooperation with the office of the United Nations 

Population Fund in the Niger 

Dosso, Niger 10–12 

December 

Africa eCommerce Week: Empowering African Economies in the 

Digital Era 

Nairobi 10–14 

December 

Joint capacity-building workshop on the 2030 Agenda and 

Agenda 2063 

Port Louis 11–13 

December  

Fourth Science Forum South Africa Pretoria 12–14 

December 

National capacity-building on satellite accounts of the 

environment and data exchange with Statistical Data and 

Metadata eXchange 

Lilongwe 17–19 

December 

Expert group meeting on artificial intelligence and the future of 

the African economy 

Addis Ababa 18 and 19 

December 

Expert meeting on the African Tourism Strategic Framework and 

the proposed African Tourism Organization 

Addis Ababa 19 and 20 

December 
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Annex II 
Key upcoming events 

 
Event  Venue Dates in 

2019 

Risk modelling capacity-building programme for the insurance sector 

in collaboration with MPD, International Finance Corporation and 

African Risk Capacity 

Dakar 4–8 

March 

Capacity-building for national staff in Tunisia on the monitoring of 

Sustainable Development Goal 11 

Tunis 4–8 

March  

Online course on e-commerce Online 4 March–

2 April 

Online course on urbanization and inclusive economic growth in 

Africa 

Online 4 March–

2 April 

Online course on geospatial information systems and territorial 

development planning 

Online 4 March–

2 April 

Fiftieth session of the United Nations Statistical Commission New York 5–8 

March 

African Institute for Economic Development and Planning 

development seminars: Gender and leadership 

Dakar 7 March  

Training course on international trade policy and trade negotiation Dakar 11–22 

March  

African Institute for Economic Development and Planning  

development seminars: Issues and prospects for the next steps of the 

African Continental Free Trade Area 

Dakar 15 March 

Fifty-second session of the Economic Commission for Africa 

Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic 

Development  

Marrakech 20–26 

March  

The implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action  Marrakech 18 and 19 

March  

Africa Climate Week (Africa Carbon Forum) and Africa Climate 

Finance Day 

Accra 18 and 19 

March 

Regional meeting for Sahel 2043 vision validation Ouagadougou 18–21 

March 

Validation of the Integrated Planning and Reporting Toolkit Marrakech 23 March 

High-level policy dialogue: side event to be held during the 

Conference of Ministers 2019 on planning for the jobs of tomorrow 

Marrakech 23 March 

Socioeconomic Prospects for the Sahel Marrakech 23 March 

Twentieth session of the Regional Coordination Mechanism for 

Africa  

Marrakech 23 and 24 

March 

Meeting of experts to review the report on data revolution in support 

of member State development efforts: measuring demographic 

dynamics for development in West Africa 

Monrovia 28 and 29 

March 

Fifth session of the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable 

Development  

Marrakech 16–18 

April  

Twenty-second session of the Intergovernmental Committee of 

Experts of the Subregional Office for West Africa and launch of 

STEPS Liberia 

Monrovia 17–19 

May 

Stakeholder meeting of the subregional coordination mechanism for 

East and Southern Africa 

TBD TBD 
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Annex III 

 

List of publications 

 

Below is a list of the research publications produced during the reporting period.  

 

Policy reports 

 

Status of Regional Integration in Africa 

 

Framework for Assessing Science, Technology and Innovation Readiness in African Countries 

 

Diversifying Job Opportunities for Youth through an Enhanced Inclusion in the Green 

Economy Transition in West Africa 

 

ECOWAS Single Currency: Achievements and Scenarios for 2020 

 

Blue Economy Strategic Policy Framework for Comoros  

 

Blue Economy Stocktaking and Policy Orientations for Madagascar 

 

Thematic reports and applications 

 

Mauritania electronic investment guide (iGuide) 

 

Toolkit on the African Continental Free Trade Area modalities on goods 

 

Report on challenges and opportunities facing local pharmaceutical production in Africa 

 

The Africa Sustainable Development Report: Towards a Transformed and Resilient Continent 

 

Artificial Intelligence and the future of the African economy 

 

Benin STEPS Profile 

 

Country profiles of Burkina Faso, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia and Mali  

 

Policy briefs 

 

Impact of Regional Integration on Africa’s Manufacturing Exports 

 

Enhancing Export Competitiveness via Deeper Integration of the East African Community 

 

Factsheets on women in Parliament.  
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Annex IV 

Training courses delivered by the African Institute for Economic Development and 

Planning 

 

N° Course 
Implementation 

date in 2018 

Participants Countries 

represented 
Total Female 

1.  Technical writing skills 1–5 October 8 1 N/A 

2.  Technical writing skills 8–12 October 19 8 N/A 

3.  
Modelling using econometric 

software 
15–19 October   20 2 N/A 

4.  

Training of trainers on gender-

responsive economic policy 

management 

29 October–2 

November 
13 8 13 

5.  Migration policy 
12–16 

November 
25 9 19 

6.  
Domestic resource mobilization 

and investment in Africa 
5–16 November 25 12 25 

7.  
Transport infrastructure 

development in Africa 

19–30 

November 
25 7 25 

8.  

Results-based management – 

training provided to public 

officials from Benin 

10–15 

December 
34 10 1 

9.  

Macroeconomic modelling of 

the impact of public policies on 

the Sustainable Development 

Goals – training provided to 

public officials from Benin 

17–21 

December 
22 6 1  

   Total 191 63   
 

 

__________ 


