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Introduction

DY

1. Overall experlence ‘aequired so. far both in muItllateral traae negotlatlons
and through the examination of resulting effects on trade flows, clearly - FRR TN
demonstrates that the concepts used broadly determine technlques to be applled
in*'””otlatlons, and are’of - crucxal s1gn1flcance for the ‘conduct ~and:outcome. of: :
ne thnSa:‘And negotlatlng technlques are’ themselves constantly SubJect to-;
rov ments. ‘j- e TR N R S

2N

..Yf.‘;‘f‘ i

exchange among prospectlve negotlators, submlsslon of requests for concessi__
to prospectlve negotiating partners; multilateral application of concessions '
etcey, will® always*be “isefdl: tooLs al [$trumeritss.:., Bat’ ‘the ‘concepts used: may =
widely differ as regards, for example; whether: "prodact by product” negotlatlons
or. negotlatlons on "package deals" should be adopted or given priority, or whether
““nEgOtiatlonS On,subregional orregional-levels should be given priority... The,.
coticepts’ normally offér.an’answer to:what: should:be.done and only. partly qntwtr;“_.,'
héy this. should e’ dong. - ' Inventive-techniques should offér: an answer in détail =~
%ﬁﬁh, & methods to:be adopted. In. spjte of-: cons1derab1e development of mnew na,,gl-"
' ab eptsg over the-last few years; we are still: faced with important ‘issues: on - ;
what and how trade liberalization could be achieved among deve10p1ng countries
generallyg and in pa;taeu_a; amongst African GOuntrles-lu. ST

.‘recently acquired glves the.most""“
"NevertheleSs, there ‘i& & clear meed
_ 1n_thls f1e1d. So farg narrOw cOncepts

“art: ular‘have Ial en f Short ‘of SRD ptatlensD Trade among developlng countrles
n g¢ eral and amOng Afrmcan countrles¥1n particular, ‘is 'still Hampered by various
Although vital: in the initial stage,-
wifered from many shortcomlngs on:

iand could have negatlve econom1c and other

_4- . This obv1ously is not 1ﬁtended to convey that these ‘barriers should be|n~‘
dismantled outrlght without due precautions. Not all trade liberalization is

Toh ve’opment promotlngo «In otheriwords trade: llberallzatlon is
gelfae: Developlng ‘coiintyies have:witnessed many -cases of:.
herallzatlona ‘which eifher:affécted adversely spme: oraches of
their economles'or prevented “them fiom.: bulldlng up ‘the modern sector of. the
economy - or bothn' In the AfrlcanJWOntext,Jthere ‘has”been over: the last few:.
years acute awareness of the faet-that whenever:there are large dlsparltles
between ‘the levels of development of :the dinterested:parties,. trade llberalizatlon may
prove to be distruct1ve for weaker;partners. Indeed as’ was' p01nted out ln the "Rev1sed
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«fpamkmof“‘prmclplemar-fhe Hew m%ernammlﬁwmmﬁ order -ia, Mmaa” Tewrtly
adopted by the Excdutive Commiftes-of HCA, “Trade is s 1onger a simple ma%tar of barter
or even of exchanit  commodities for f&rézg; cuUrrency; mncrea‘.ngmy, 1% is béing viewed
as an integral part of a whole rangé of strategics and instruments aimed at %he achievaw
ment of economic: 1nde§endence through regzonal and- 1ntramr$g10ﬂml eamoperatx

(W/C¥.l4/§ﬁﬂf@@/RE¥33q page 46)@ 'if  fﬁ, ;, *;v f"' i -x»-thg_i;f ﬂiréﬁ,g-jx- pfi
5 :

'1mportance 1n trade lzberalizatloa nagotlatlong ara d&sausse&cr 6uggest10ns are also .
affered with regara td organlzatlonal and technical preparations for n@gotiatlons amoﬂg&t
ﬁfrlcan.cauntrmes, the negataetlon framework itself, as well as procedures for the excﬁangt
of coficessions. - Raactlons to tbeﬁe nrellm&nary suggesflons from 3art101pants at. the

ﬂf-n-c mv‘(ﬁ. AN

African: st%éieg#
context, the trade {fzatlon xa%cmse asAsugh mavifaké n alf'*“
to - the extenh_that - oan st Qgiﬁing»éeneretaﬂmth“mng'{o %&u&&

o f&kuoﬁ thﬁ ph410$0phy “of balanﬂlng :
: iﬁu@§$“qul .@wag _cgd‘rurlng the courge of

fexyncted bﬁjﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ ﬁwgm?the concessions. requlye "decogpared tb expagted
;pa?tnﬁr csuntrg;%gauhi94‘3h9¢c npesszona ; by

of equil;brmum, resaiting 1n baianeed aoraeﬁéiénsguiin“praﬁtlce, haweveﬁg nobody ng be
sure %ﬂér& such a pclnt 1@ Teaehedg or: 1f -one par y is anbefxﬁr negotzatur ﬁhan‘theuothar.

in tﬁﬁ sectcrs lnvélvedg ﬁ?* s;ze»of the 1nvbstnent‘nhxéh may bé seught? as wcll asithé

future performance of the competztcrs in the same markets KIn addék;on?
multilatéraily applleda This means in practxce that tariff

cent will be an advantage not only to the country which negotﬂated the cencesslon; bu%
to all partzclpatmng ceuntrlesﬁ S

produg%len of other Bgc b ﬁfrlcan countrxes, %tcp 1n excnange for elimlnatx@n“or Q_
reduction of protectlon affecting the export: mroduct of the same A country |

in the narket» of countries C, D; B efc, ~This ‘should .be. understaod przmarlly ,
as a matter. of pcwitlcal will,-while Gaﬁegﬁard ci&useg may almaya be dnty oduced %o'ﬁgf
mﬁet anexpent&d dlfflcultles 1f anﬁ when they arlseﬁ, Mxper%enc@ aiso g%ows %hat for:;

xt 1t$e1f pro&uces fram angther 3frlcan country can he a seund uay ‘to Q“EVEHL éomestid
producers from settling into a cushy position and not paying enough att teniion to the
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& tocd ‘ 'ynamlc, rather than e statle, stand901ntw as
was the case M Hilti lateral trade: negotiatlons ‘among: developed oot iess
in a not too remote past, :

(b) The. prineiple: of non-reelpr001ty rn favour :of the -least: developed
countrles:_

‘10, The 1nappropr1ateness of a purely trdae 11berallzat10n approach eup301ally
in the eontext of economie. co-operatlon negotlatlons anongst ‘African ceuntries :
has been reoognlzed for_some . time now, to the extent that it leaves, many : :
more . problems in. 1ts wake than 1t Ssolves. if 1t 1ndeed selves any, not- only
for the least developed oountrlea,,but also for the morenadvanced OTeSe It‘
is therefore imperative that the trade liberalization exercise be coupled
with a set.of closely interrelated measures . in the financial but.also .
technical and: most 1mportant, productlol and technological fields; to, be worked

ocout to the benefit of the least deVﬂloped countries and in full co—operatlon w1th
the latter'of+all stages; 'So far, it is the’ iéasutes in the finandial field *

" that have been well publicized, Thus the Hest- Afrlcan'bconomlc ‘Comuni £y
established a "Community Development. Fund”y- in addition:to the. already existing,
"Mutual Aid and Loan Guarantee Fungd?; of .the, "Conseil de. 1'Entente” . -The . BCOWAS
Treaty stipulates constant review of "the dluparzty in the level of 1ndustr1a1
development; and the establishment’ of the “Fund for Co-operationy’ CompenSatlon

and Development”, It is clearly stlpulated that the Fund will "prov1de compensatlop
andether: forns—of a551stance to’ member ‘Statesd whlch ‘Have" suffered ] S'“B arlsxng -
ouf-of  the application of +hé' provnslons of- thig Treaty on' “the- libes liZatlonio \
trade’ within ‘the’ Commuriity” , 1f" as well as t¢*"promote deveIopment” proJects inl"
the less developed member States of the Communlty“. 2 But much more remains,

to be done in the'fields other. than:. tne«flﬁancmal one. that tere mentioned: abovef
to brlng -about.. what could be: ealled meani Hul developuant co-oPeratlon. S
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(d) Applicaticn. of the most favoured nation clause (MFN) amongst Afr1can
countrles

11, Tradennegotiatlon_”_ among, Afrlcan gountries. uhould lead towards general -
application of: the MEV—clauge ameng-ail-the:countries -of :the region, - So. fav, mhe:
most-faxouredunatlan Clausexis -dppided ;among: African countrles members of .GATT!
= ountrzes Ainled: w1th,b11ateral ‘tirade -agreehmernts:
contalnlng the same nlausem; Irade-negotlations to be: conaucted oy the A£r1can

TTs:

(a) Llsts of commodltles of exaort 1nterest to 1nd1v1dual partlclpatlgg
countrles S

,;Er
interest to: it in- relatlon to the_ U “ba s tig
The procediure needs. to be somewhat ‘altebéd” in-view of the present African 7{ '
There are mény 1ndlcat10ns that there 15 2 potentlally great demand_i

(b) Identif e&tron'ofu@onmodltmestan arketq of export 1nterest

5. In order to avoid ‘sofie’ 6f the deflclen01eé'of nrev1ous trade negotlatlon among
developing’ countrles. many countries may find it useful to address an enquiry to
national exporters inviting them to state their export interests, both as regards
commodities and African markets of interest.to them. - Answers: o fbe- CoRL
provided by the exporters way stimulate negotiations between subreglonal groupxngs
themselves or with the other countries in other subregions,
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(0) Summaw}r lis't'S of eommodxtms of exg;()pt I“tereat

1&, A very 81mple tachnlqug m&y e aaed ko work eut ﬁhe summary llst of pronCtS
~for. all ‘eountries which declare their int entlon to take part‘in,negotla%ians and
submlt ll&wa‘ ﬁ%rst celumn should contaxn.ﬁustcms COWOPeratlon,CQunﬁll Xomenclatare
,“(CGG§-eade, previous BN code),: second column deseription of the product, e
.+ third: column the mames of oQunxrlms whach n0t1fy thazr export 1nrerest for
same. product
Pan§xcalagl¥»m*

,j&»stage Hh@ﬁ 1mpcrt data ay partlclparxng coun : :
Summary lists may serve several purposess "First of :all they aui % 1eff”“’§
~presentation of information both on imporis by the- partlcxpatxngyuw'ﬁf?zeg}an&’&

on tariffs and non-tariff measures appile& by the countries taklng part in
pegotiations. - They also sK&w ¥n a suitable;ﬁay which. countries are interested in
exports of the same products, thus offering useful material for analysis. They make
it easier for particular countries and. groupinge to determine which oﬁhgr courtries
might be natural allies in supporting %ﬁéir“requ@ for. prefbrwnguavvtr
libevaéngtx@q for. products of‘e‘pofﬁxx ercat ?o'themﬂ A

Q&s“prewsqpposea availahilzty Gf‘neceésary
a%mng;aauntr1e5=; Summary tables designed
Ld . pr de the required import éata for . .
nﬁﬁre&%iﬁ@ g@gotlatmng partner countriess. ‘Such
: on . gmpgrts fap: par%icular cnmmod;tzes,
';dﬂﬂﬁ completed, thegmnformatxoh en 1

1?u~ Subm13310nraf r&qumsgs f@
data ‘on mmpart mpgortunaﬁxes=1x~
falong the iznes deserlbad abow

_“{p&rficagatmng mauntrleﬁo

- I B g} . N - 1 :
e}’ Full descrlptzonKOf 1mport anﬁ‘export regrmes and preparatiﬁ Fof s
’1: summaries %hereof ; _ .

S

¥ ‘);i.k’)«i}

"cE}A.{ Examples for thawcomposxtf g,aff gmmgry %ﬁ&fg Ev'"

a

ﬁouatrzas whxch nﬁt&fled

Cm
o {SI?C RE? ) : an,export inter&st
:'}'-".nh. m"’* H QZ thA ]
(P11a1) £ : Zn : ,
Ex 16.02 Eileat *f:lmaedg l‘%’ese - T m w«, m;, ETH, scm, TCA,
(013.8y - - %«m, NGA, ALG,

(Tha above examples are. of course; only for 111ustrdtlon.}
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Summary prasentatian
serve ﬁhe purpose of facxlltating tha fiou af

*%j x;x.u

TE 'TW I\IEGOTIATI%S anz-:onx .

ﬁa maeting Gf@f&F#ﬁSéﬁtatlxﬁ minigtars s Suck.ardecldr&tlen
alns motlves and prlncmpleg and- ¢larifies” greed positions on
éssentlalimattars which- mlght' Y negcfiafinns. “Sinee (African-countries
would-hive 4o face some specxfl_ p sﬁlems, such 3§ the faetathat a- canaldﬁrahlm
<part of budgetary. revenue is de ved from 1mperf ﬁﬂt&eé“ rd allied: taxesi these
« shoald: certainly fpym part - of : “subject L iminar :éonsultatlpng,fahéuany
‘detisions reached. on: readjus @ ,1n,fis¢a1 s?h%ema should be. lmniudedlgn the .
Aritial dec}aratlop. In short, avdeclaratlon “would set the scene’ for, the,
negotiations. by hlghlzghtlwg the?maln prxﬁglples And objectives such. asxrsgxgnal
self=-reliance, special treatment of the least developed eountraasg~s$lfwsus$34n1ng
and mutually r,xnforc;ng &00ﬁ0m10 devalcpment, ﬁhlmh thm par%1clpat1ng QOuntrmes
would seck to achzeve‘through the négOtmatinﬁ% N

2. A Trada I@egntm,i:‘a.’on Comnittes 17 e’ 't: up :mll :{.r& ad\rame Oﬁ the isba
of “the; aﬁtn&l“nggatlatzona.;&el $6 ﬁ%}&é‘fdiEeﬁthéﬁsﬁofﬁaHS%e@riﬁgrOfg, y
that is. to, say. one wﬁxch “would the eondiict of ‘the .negotiations’ %ak;ng
place in various grOups “and with' respéct’to varicus Sect0§&:aﬂd commoditiess
Ttiwould also draw up. detailed_neg9t1atlng plans and negotlafzng procedures.~w

= Another ‘key task of fhis‘Co 'tee-i ry-

ﬁfcbnflmcts, real: apd. appanent ¢ short %efm”*meﬁiumﬁ<or long—term nature, thaf
are bound to-arise in-the. course of 'the rsgotiations "It is.recalled in this.
conrexion that during the first round of large-scale multilateral negotiations among
éevelcpmng“eeuntries, which toakAglace between 1967-1971, some results were achieved,
in spite of 41l difficulties facéd By th%’negﬁtlatorg £rom Africa, TATin Awerica,

s Qné~$outh3rn,ﬁurgp$;A However; no per51stent efforté were made to improve trade
L @g&tiﬁtzﬁg teChnzques, to enlarge. tﬁe ‘scbpe of “the- preferentzal sch@mﬁ, or to

Tarrange=§ur%her ‘follow-up roynds o égétfatzsns for developxng countriess This
_§experienc@ poxntS”iO the conclusion %h't‘a“ﬁrcad approaeh, coapleﬁ Wikh persistence
U inctrade ! ﬂegotxatlons, is -essential’ if me‘n;ﬁgfui resilts are to be achieveda:
... - The Trade Regotiation Committee which'sheild bei selevted on the basis of equitable
'geograpﬁicél d;sﬁrlbatian would have to giay a-grmclal role in thxs regaré.

A v o St e 454
o ww_....
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”(g) T?aée ﬁegotlatlng Teams

Tradz&.. I*Tegeuatzncre?eam m; natzer:al oz, eccmomic group;mg“s levels, whel",. ver these
emsﬁ. coild also be estab&mged.* There are goed reagz}ns w;ay & somexma?: m,f&eren‘t
approach should be adopted in their. selecmcn than has: ‘%:ratmt:xona}.}.y been the: Cage.s”
Their prlmary qualification has, so far, been that they saculci be. good bar@mers. .
At presént, the challengmg concept, of reg'omal ﬁelf««ra‘ iance., amo : :Afm;:an c:em&tmes
should hopefully-alter the: negatia“cmg &% on - cers:;dbx‘ably 7 ehag @art::.qa.ll&r .
assist negotiating teams in going éeyond *the fraditionzal ba}aﬂciﬁ o comceﬁs:m:ag_
recelved and alven type of exercise. 'Ihe: abzllty to ﬁefﬂnd natiohal or groupings
11&11&1’&5?25, emé torviewthem at the- same: time within. the ove:ral;!, ragmﬂai frxamwt}rkz;ﬁ:_
that-is to: say.fréom the’ st&ndpomt of" the benefits hkely to-acerue to: the region .
Cakas \m@le, should be a- key fagtep ‘1@ the selec*tmn‘c;f "1& members of‘ %:hesem‘ e ,ﬁ
nego’tmtmg teams; L : D i :

"package dealg“ iéfhen agreemer%t has he&n r@ached regardmg %:he pez'caz’tacre of‘ tar-;i.ff
reductions that should be aimed at and the product coverage or product sectors thaf
woul-:i be . subgecztft@ tarsz cuts.. Ancther posglbzhty is 'trze sa»—cal,ed\ “fnarmonmatwn

iq ae? wherebyr tamf‘fs are’ generally harmcm;zeci to an a.g:csg i Attentlon
m}il b& dmwn her& tc the ferrratmn of’ ”pac.;cages“ oﬁ‘ @%z{,cﬂb mt mu use has been made

- "P&{:kagéfﬁ“" are usuaally i’crmeci wrzenl :tﬁﬁgo‘ﬁmt;.ng partleg d&‘\wld@ ’i:o négo't";wte tr&dé
3,1beralzza~t:xom in one group cf cammoaities agmngt trade lxgaeraizzatmon in amther
gxseup cf t:@mmoditlesv w1th 11*nga‘r rag}uc‘t;on cf‘ protec?:moa. 1F‘er exafrpls:, trade

~on all mziust:ma& prcducts, w:r.th §1‘§?x - fcent lmear apphcatlon and” ail@’rf g only.
lmsn.ted exceptions, Industries whi ::h fe}.t weak in :Lnt@rnamezwl compgat;t,men xasm*teci-
very strongly trade lzbemhmtmn in their sectors, and requested to be excepted.

The Kennedy Rotind endezd up W:Lth an averag&u r@ducé:wzz of é:arlfm by 30 per. cent on.
manufacimred goods, - , L

25. . In the Afx*a.c&n cozz‘text‘ the mt‘aaf;a.on 1.31 th:,g ragaré wozzlc; s, v:.cmsly be qmte
dlffe:*ent. Judgzng from’ cnrrént efsonémzc conditions in- Afrzcan countrms zmd :
attltudes tomrﬁa pyot@c;twn OF young ;L}’ie:’mstrmﬁ any 11r3,ear 'or acrchsmthe 'boar L
reductmn of “F:az‘l.% on marufactured products (of say ‘50 per cant), even &5 a wor :Lng_
hypothesis, is unlzLely to be acceptable to many African countrz,es. l‘a:)st J.nfant 3
industries still need strong protection, and their flexibility and ger‘eral capab:l.lity
to overcome the {ilf‘fmultzes vhich are likely to arise from, trade “liberal ization; is
. very’ lxmlted.- This ‘is ‘one af‘ the r&aaons ‘why the’ csnﬁmtmns for i‘:r'a&& 11bera112at:gor
in.the Afmwn contaxt ciz.i’fer 50 mach fram those obtamzng in the ‘case of” mdustr;l.aily
develoved cmmtrms. Bm’f; l:mear redvctlozl of 1mport protec:‘tzon cculé be mch m{::ré
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pronounced than, say, 50 per cent, for manufactured “goods not- produced-in the countrys:
<~and thail percentage: may - be much lower . for. goods produced 1n.%hg ggurtry, but still
751g§;£1¢&mt (iﬁ»%ﬁ PET. cent}, prGV1ded that *t s firmly understocd, h&t some degrae
of: c@mpatztmeneto dcmestlc Lndustrleg could he usefuln N C

1nteres

2? I fznst negotxatzng grcvg wuulé d&al Wzth goe s whlﬁh are not roéuced 1
of the countries meilClPatlﬁgiln the- gegntlatlons, bu*f”f' .0

to others.. Tarlff &llmlﬂﬂti&ﬁgﬁr remaval of nonwtarlff,protecﬁlon Qr'tnemr reductlon_
could be aoreed upen on subregicnal levels, with S0 péer cent reductio as’ a.  guide anﬁ
favourable import permission treatment on the regional level. Only a Timited numbér
of exceptions would have to be permitted to cover; przmarlly 1uxury gegds and.: those
products which curreﬂtly prov1de a large part of“ﬁudyetary‘revennES"through 1mport
wduties,: excise and: other taxes. (tobanac, cigareties,.alcoholic beverages, eesmetlcs,
eie‘}..;The xmport charges on; producta,subgeatA V exceptmons wsuié be still farthey
reduc@d to such a 1eve1 as- to- &Ileu for substaﬁzmal prafﬂrent;a1 margzxstn relatlon
to products 1mported from 1ﬂdustm1al§y developeé cauﬁtr sﬁ_ﬁ . v

A 28¢_4 A tachnlcal prcblem,ls ;1?ely to arlsev'zth regara\tc the precisé {etification
of. the. goods £a111ng anﬁer this. categaryu It onld, e solved in the faliowang ﬁaya
5 AS SOON’ AS  SUMMBTY llsts of prsducts of expcrt 1nterest are reaﬁy, copies thereof
shaulé be. forwardaé to the Trade NE§at1at1ng‘Teams of aillpar%1c1pat1ﬁg countraegp
ﬂht1ona1 (Qr trade Grouplngs) Negotiating Teams should be inyate& to study the
lists and to mark clearly all the commodities whlch are not produced in the country

(or groupang} Slnce some proéacts mlghtybe praduced Gﬁ Ly, gn.small ouanratleﬁ, or

for the other ﬂegotlatxng graups.., : A :
group, which as will be.indicated below, deazs q;th 1mst1tut10nal matter§ ‘suﬁh ag’”

*‘«ﬂc:.aml:aensa"x:;tcm»,E in viey.of the ¢ : . "
.iof negatlatisﬂs in g p.(z);}_

39; y‘he'segond negotlatlng group woald deal vzt? prlmary'prc&ucts And: thoge semln'
prOCeﬁged and processed gocds. vhich are grodmced wholly or mainly on4the bavis of
domestic raw materials, and agricultural goods. ' It would cover inter hzma auch™
se¢tors as meat and meat products,. stapla foodstuffs and animal feeds, f&rt111zers,
textzles,1footwear, furnlture, bulldzng matermais, all of whlch acccunt for a very
large. share. of. xotal product - consumptlom iz the regxon, and are 11&e&y to fgorrt i
“to do. 50 for many years to come,and whcse proéuctaon 15 based n maaﬁr §art‘on loaal
natu?al reso&rces.i - ‘ i

P

30, . Partasu&arly seraaus prab emgvare to.be faced at present in the sector’
livestock, meat and meat products, where there is a ¢ledr need for an ali-4 ;
“grouping to deal with acute:problems. ofwkeeﬁfCQmpetgtzon from abrOad (ﬁmﬂ and*
Australza) and an urgent. need for the aacelérated appllcatmon ofv ‘1§hce and modern
technology in animal. breedzﬁgs Production and 1ntra~regnona2 trade “in the oiher”
above-mentioned sectors is far behind the achievements on the othier continents, so
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: Eggrf:e (1’@. frfm &b%sidﬁ‘;the fr@@nm) raw: ,n‘:aterzals anﬁ;a@rzmlw.ﬁil goc:sés.
isgues involved in the 11bﬁrailzat20ﬁ of Irade 1&“%h13 -category of: prsducta are
cbviously dquite different: ﬁromizhcse arlslng wmth r&gpec%3
second: &eg@tiﬁtzﬁg'grﬁap. 3 3
manufactiarinyg mnlts.whoa@ g@@@ﬁcxzon 13 hased anAlmﬁ ﬁte@ raw mateglala ara usually-"
set—up'on the ‘ingtiative 685 Foreign; ray.paterials ;madacars anﬁ/br Ca?lt&l gpn@s=
sappllerg, ta*@roﬁuaw %@r praiectaé rmrketa,: “ﬁdded v&lueﬁ realmsedgln gﬁﬁh;p&oteateﬁ

32. A fourthﬁnegﬂtlatlng graup whwch mcul&'have to w@rk 1n+ciosg,cwilabcra§1aﬁaﬁ%th
the other groups would deal with institutional and safeguards matters.

33. Should the guestion of compensation to be provided for the - iosses of" budgetary
revenues From veduced: ‘import dutiesrand ‘taxes-not be solved: dundng the preparatory
perlaé, this" is eartaznly'one of the first dsbues that: wamld need to be tacklaq,
anyirata, the: hegotmatlng grip shovld deal wwith: p@ssable farms af readgustmentrx
flSCﬁ}“SYﬁfEMB, and pwepa?e r&commendatlons to sthe. qoverﬁmentsﬁ &1though trad§~

could become qaltm snbstantlal 1f tdrlff, iné more 1mpomtani“y in many ca&e&; nénw
tariff barriers were eliminated intra-African trade, as a whole, represents only
5 per cent of to%al.ﬁfflcaf trad@, 505 tﬁat,uln many lnstances, 1n;taal regu;remcntsfi

trade llbﬁrallzatlona Thls 6@&1& taLe.the form Qf ”Sazldawmty ands", of pravmsign f
of technical and Financial assistance in infrastructure building, tralnm&g, settlngm
upo@ﬁmmtwmmwmﬁnumxw R T N TR T v : :

o LT ddlfl@ﬁ o 1nvest1ﬁatmng paﬁglbllatlas ﬁe? llbegal ion of ?rqde@, thﬁ
negotaatmg group gay exertine ithe possibilities,for joint. pmaure 1 of. Taw: n*gtemals,
for-speéiatization,; Lor exchange: of umised capacity, joint dmport, pooling Qf equipment
and machinery, Of course, technical studies and negotiatleng om,?armg s Ievelg would

be necessary, but this is clearly one of the fields where the tran51axon from’ the o
policy of "national self-reliance” to the policy of “collective regional selfw-reliance®
merits due 2ttention and could probably best be carried out.
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34. Further, in order to provide assurance to negotiating parties that concessions
granted” 1n"1"1t1a1 negotlatlons ‘may beraltered-in case tew production would either . ..:
be started:or’ expanded at home, ground rules. providing for rpermanent. p0551b111t1esh i
to renegotlate concessions should be worked out and agreed upons Ahother--impertant - .-
task of thls group would be to devise appropriate rules of origin for products which
would® be “the obJect ‘of tradé liberalization. . -The .broad:principle ‘should be -that .
preferentlal treatment should excludei-gddds - orlglnatlng from other African -countries ...
nteit’ From nonqurzcan countrles ‘is deemed tob: hlgh. The value :
added crlter_on'snould no deubt recelve partlcular attentlon,-f ' :

35._; ‘ ‘1ftn negotlatlng group would deal w1th nonptar1f£ barrlers namperlng trade
amongst;'Pr1can countrles. ‘The task of" this group would be all- the more: v1tal A5
guch barriers’ ‘are known, in many, If not. most, ivistahces," to constitute the most ..
serlods impedlments “Fo trade expan51on among- ‘eountries of the reglon* and, in. ahnumbe
of cases, the 'only ™ serlous -obstaitlds to:trade. This group vould naturally have-to
deal with such ¢lag&ic nonitarief barriers as have beeniidentified for some. timg.now.:
in world trade” generally, Bt “gpecial- ‘efforts should: be: made to take into, account the.,
spec1f1c African contexts Cértdin precedures ‘and practices,:such:as -government- e
procurement, which are identified &g non-tariff barriers:in trade megatiations: between
developed countries or even between developed countries, on the one hand, and
developlng countrles, on the other, may needtto be relnterpreted accord1ngly.=

Concludlng remar?s

36.< Uhat has been presented n%tTls paper-i§ only a - prellmlnary sketch o£ th.
cohcepts, " prlnc1ples, obJectlves ‘and méchanisms’thatscould-be -considered; in; multgﬂ.
lateral trade negotlatlons ‘amongst Afridan covntriess: Much.more:detailed-technical
preparatlons will be requlred’1f such- ‘negotiatibéng are. to:rstart=on a;preper: ba51s -
and” hopefully succeed and even lead even ually o the establzshment of -an Afrlcan PR
Common Marlcetn ‘ : - . i

- AL 1' LR \ T LD . - .
38, Coming as it does after the last OAU Mlnlsters of trade MEetlng whlch drew
up an extensive programme in the field of intra-African economic co-operation and
trade, the Algiers Symposiunm has it in its power to make a significant contribution

to the tasL_of a551st1ng countries 1n the reglon not Just in 11bera1121ng trade
' frlcan countrles, “put more 1mportantl'w .
: dual countrles and 1n the reglon‘as a whole through coﬂoperatlh'_‘






