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Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the UN Under Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of

Economic Commission for Africa, Mr. Amoako who is unavoidably absent, I am

delighted to welcome you to the headquarters of the Economic Commission

for Africa, and would like to express to all of you my thanks for replying

positively to our invitation. I hope that you will have a pleasant stay in Addis

Ababa. I would also like to express my heartfelt appreciation for the excellent

co-operation between the ECA, and the United Nations Environment

Programme/Regional Office for Africa, in organizing this meeting.

Since the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development (UNCED) which gave rise to Agenda 21, the term "Sustainable

Development' has gained wide currency as a sine qua non for long-term

survival with a reasonable standard of living for all peoples. In its most

popular interpretation, the term "Sustainable Development" pertains to a type

of development that not only ensures satisfaction of present needs but also

avoids jeopardizing the interests of future generations. However, the

popularity of the definition beclouds the fact that it is subject to various

interpretations. Furthermore, there are several institutions dealing with

matters relating to environment and natural resources, climate change,

population and human development issues etc., as elaborated in the various

chapters of Agenda 21. The multiplicity of these institutions and the broad
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scope of Agenda 21 have contributed to the lack of a set of universally

accepted and measurable indices with which to chart the progress of nations

towards sustainabilHy. Yet, successful monitoring and evaluation of the

implementation of Agenda 21 requires a set ofcommon concrete and

measurable indices. Hence, the need for a meeting such as this one, which

brings together many of the stakeholders engaged in promoting "Sustainable

Development".

The current situation in Africa is well documented. According to the

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), some 80 per cent of the Low

Human Development Countries - countries with high population growth rates,

low income, low literacy, and low life expectancy - are in Africa. Africans

account for one out of every four poor persons in the world. Indeed, Africa is

singled out as the only region in the world where both the absolute number

and the proportion of poor people are expected to increase this century. This

factor is exacerbated by the devastating impact of HIV/AIDS, which is

reversing decades of gains in social indicators and throwing families - and

children in particular - into sudden poverty.

The overriding development challenge and ultimate goal for every

development intervention in Africa is, therefore, poverty reduction. Studies

have shown that to reduce poverty in Africa by half by 2015, a scenario of

balanced policies for the enhancement of economic growth and reduction of



inequality, and an average annual growth rate of at least 7 per cent are

minimum requirements.

Successive international forums have called on policy makers to address

the synergistic forces of high population growth, environmental degradation,

low agricultural productivity, poor economic growth, and poverty, as an urgent

matter of public policy. This is a key step towards the population,

environmental, and agricultural transitions necessary for sustainable

development and food security.

Development and investment policies should also target social

development and improvement of the quality of lite. Investment in education,

health, social, and employment programmes that target and reach the poor

are crucial to a successful people-oriented development strategy. The present

situation, where primary-school enrolment rates in 16 African countries are

below 60 per cent, and where there are more children between the ages of 6

and 11 out of school than was the case in 1990, is unacceptable In a region

with the highest rates of fertility, maternal and childhood mortality,

malnutrition, two-thirds of the world's known AIDS cases, 90 per cent of the

world's yearly malaria fatalities, and where half the female population is

illiterate, the health challenges are monumental.
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Poverty also has a gender dimension, which is a challenge that calls for

calculated responses, including vigorous programmes. Although African

women have made significant progress, in part because of successful

awareness programmes, there is still a large gap between men's and women's

opportunities and their participation in economic and social development

Promoting gender equality must be an integral part of the African challenge of

the 21st century

The Economic Report on Africa, 1999, prepared by the ECA, addresses

the issue of sustainability in African national economies from three

perspectives: the consistency of short-term performance with stated long-

term goals; the capacity for continuous replicability of past good performance;

and the foundations for accelerated take-off along a stable growth path. From

the report's analysis, it is clear that while macroeconomic policies are very

important and necessary for growth, and have, in fact; spurred the recent

economic growth across an impressive array of African countries, they are by

themselves inadequate to sustain it Human capital, institutions, structural

diversification, declining transaction costs and competitiveness and

stewardship of environmental and ecological resources are crucial elements in

African economies' capacities to accelerate growth and sustain it at a

sufficiently high level.
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An essential purpose of this meeting is, therefore to define key

"indicators" on the basis of which we can monitor the implementation of

Agenda 21, Whatever indicators we arrive at will also highlight key elements

in national strategies for sustainable development

A second objective of this meeting is to identify ways and means of

fostering partnerships and co-operation among the regional and sub-regional

institutions here present in order to avoid overlaps and duplication of efforts.

In this regard, the goal is to gain a better understanding of shared problems,

while promoting the exchange of information, formulating common

approaches and ideas, and catalyzing joint actions.

A third objective of this meeting is to begin preparations for the Earth

Summit +10 event in the year 2002. African countries would be expected to

prepare a joint regional report on their successes and constraints in

implementing Agenda 21. Hence, this meeting should decide the concrete

steps to be followed to achieve an African Regional report for the Earth

Summit +10 event; the modalities and means, the roles of regional, sub-

regional and non-governmental organizations. At the end of the meeting, we

should have arrived at an acceptable schedule and venues for holding

subsequent meetings as part of the preparatory process.
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These three objectives constitute a huge task, but I have no doubt that

you can accomplish this using your high level of expertise and drawing from

the work of your various institutions. On our part, we have provided you with

some background documents. In the course of the meeting we will also

present to you, the Population, Environment, Development and Agriculture

(PEDA) model which demonstrates the synergistic effects of various policy

options on food security. However, it is your personal and institutional

experience, more than all else, that will shape our discussion and determine

the outcome of this meeting.

I wish you fruitful deliberations and I thank you for your attention.


