
.. 

EX::ONOOIC cam,lISSION FOR AFRICA 

First Mee ting of the Conf'erence of Ministers 

of t he Least Developed African Countries 

Addis Ababa, 27-30 July 1981 

DRAFT REPORT 



EXXtOfIC CCM1ISSIOO FOR AFRICA 

First Meeting of the Conference of 1'1l..inisters 
of the I.east Developed African Countries 

Mils Ababa, · 2:i~30 July 1981 

DRAF'l' REFORI' 

A. Attendance and organization of ,-JOr k 

1. . 'fhe f irst meetinq of the Ccnference of Ministers of African I.east Developed 
- • ,• I- - • •• ~ 

Countries (U:X:s) ~ held-in Ad¢iis Ababa, fran 27-30 July. 1981 under the distinguished . . , . . 

chai:rmanship of Hcnourable K.A. Malima, Minister of Planni?g and _Ecx:manic Affairs 

of the United Re~lic of Tanzania. The meetinq was opened at ,1 p.m. an 27 July 1981 
. . 

by 0:rnrck'.le Fisseha Desta, Assistant Secr~tary-General of the Provisiooal .Military .. . . 

Mn.inistrative Co.mcil, Dep..ity Chai.man of the Council of Ministers and Member of the 
• • j • • 

EKerutive Ccmnittee_ of the Carrnissicn ' to organize the Party of the ~orking People of':· ·· 

Ethiopia (OOPWE) an. ·behalf ~f canr~e Chainnan Mengistu Hailanariarn, Chairman of the 

Provisional Military Administrative Cooncil and of CCFWE, and Ccrrmander-in-chief of 
f·, . . ♦• • • • .. 

the Revoluticnary Anny of Socialist Ethiopia; wannly welccrce:l the delegations attending. 
• I • • 

.the first ~ eting of the Ministerial COnference of African least DevelOPed Countries. · .. 

The Chainnan ~f the Conference, ~able K.A. Malima thanked the h:>nourable ministers 
. . ' 

and distinguished delegates to· the. Conference for electing 1"iin{ to the Chair, arul 

appealed for the co-operation of all participants. He expr::essed, on behalf of the 

Conference, appreciation to the C',overnment of Socialist ~opia and, in oarticular, 

Conrade Fisseria. Desta, for the generous hosp itality. 
• • • • 1 I' •• 

2. The neeti.ng was attended by representatives of the following State members of the ... ,., .. 
Ccmnission~ ~in, Botswana, Bururrl~ , Cape-Verde, Chad, the .Central African Reµiblic, 

the canoros, Ethiopia, the Gambia, Guinea, Guinea- Bissau, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, t.1-ie 

Niger, Rwanda, Sanalia, the Sudan, the United Fe}:'Ublic of Tanzania, uganda and lJI:,per Volta. 

3. On the representation of sane state ~s of the United ·. Nations which are not 

:r.ocs, the Cmference decided ~t-only ~rican. IOCs sho.lld {)articipate in order to 

ensure that .~i~'1 ux;~ ~:ve ~le qJEX>rtunities to discuss their <XJ·ma1 problE!llS • 
. . 
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. .. 

Since the Conference of Ministers of I.Bast Developed Africarr ·Countries is a subsidiary 

organ of the ECA Conference of Ministers , other state members of. the camtl.ssion will 

have the opportunity to oonsi.der the rerorts of the Conference at the Ccmnission leve l, 

Ha~er, it was agreed that Kenya should be all011tei to participate at the first Conference 

as an observer; in view of the decision of the ()Z-1.lJ Surrr.Ii. t that its current Chainnan should 

attend and address the Paris Confe rence. 

4. Th~ rreeting was also attendErl by r epresentatives of the UnitErl Nations Develoµnent 

Prograrnne (UNDP) _ and the united Nations Conference on Trade and Develoµrent (UNC.rAD) and 

the ~ant;ation of African Unity (OAU) . 

5 . The Conference e lected Honourable. K.A~ Ma.].iroa, Minister of Planning and E.co~~c 

Affairs ·of the United Rep.lblic 0f Tanzpll-l.a as Chairman, -H.F;. Mr. Abu Bakar Baba- t-bussa,. ... . ' . . . . . .. 

~.inister-.of Planning, Statistics an:1 .F.co~c.Analysis of _~in as first Vice-Cha~, 

H.E. Mr.· -Kananiye-Serge:,-J-f.inip,ter e>f .Planning, of Burundi as se<;ond Vice-Chairman and ... 
Honourable J . L. T. · .r.'bthibarrele, ~sistant Mipist,€'r,. Ministry of 1;'.:i.nance arrl. pevelopnent . 

Planning of:Botswanp. . as Rappo~ur. It. was al~. de_cid~. ~t\~ourable J~~ B~ito; _: · 

Secre tary of· State fpr Co-operation and Planning .. of C'.ape V~? sh9Uld be a matiJer of the 
. . . . .. . . .· . . ; 

Bureau. in view,·of the decision of the Nairobi CWJ .Smmit that the Pres~dent of Cape Verde . . : . : .···. 

slx>uld be the Spoke$'!'lclll of the African ux;s at the .. Paris Conference • . 
• • • , • I' 

6. · The meeting adopted the foll(J\,Jing agenda:· 

: · 1. · ~ of'the meeting 

2, 

3. 

4·. 

... , , .. 

5. 

6. 

7. ' 

8. 

Election of officers 

· .Adoption of the -agenda and organization of \'1C>rk 
) . 

For,:nal. official ope."ling of :the rreeting by Conrade Fi~_~eha Oesta, Assistant 
: . '· ' . ( . 

Secretary-General-of the PMAC, Dep.ity Cha,irman ~f the Council of Ministers 
••' . . ; . . . . ~ . •. ·•' 

and COPWE's Executive ·Ccmnittee Manber 

Review of · soci~">COO<Jro,.C conditions in the l east develope:1 African oountries 

Revie•w of ~ · CQUiltrv. presen,tati~ of ~ - least developerl African 'countrie s'. 
.• . . . , . . . ~. ( . . .. . . . ' . .. . . . . 

.. Evaluation of the review meetings for the African least develooed countries 
• • ~ • • • • ,_:. . , • .\. • • • • •• J • .- • 

Review of progress under the Irrmediate Action Progrmrme, 1979-1981 
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9. The· SUbstantial New Programneof Actibn for the .1980s 

I , , 

(a) . C'.on:sideration cif the ·draft resolution-· sul::roitte::1 ·1::o ·tlie Third Session of . 

·.· the Preparatory carmittee .by the Group of 77 on the Substantial: ·Na-1 , .. 

. Prograrcrne of Action (A/ro-1F .104/PC/L. 7 /Add.'i aruf Md. 2) 

(i) ··Preambie · 

(ii) Chapter I - Pro:Jrarnne ·of··Actiori •>·-
•(iii'.)' Chapter II .. _ Iritehiatfdn~ Su}?port Measures inclu:ling ~ ni:Jdaiities 

(iv) Chapter III - Impl~tati~n, fol~Up and rronitoring of w ''· ' 
prograrrme 

.•· . 

(b) Preparation for the United Nations Conferenoo .on the least DevelQPErl 

·. 6:runtries ·_ etrganization of vo~k 9£ .the Co~f;~~ . ~t~. b~/.~ . ·. 
'",: • • • • • 1 • :·• ~•• ;• •: ·.," : • ' : I • : . ...._ J ' '; • . ' • ;. •' { • I I 

c;hait:man ~f _the,_. P~epara~~ ~ttea; (A(~ .104/PC/,L· ~,} !r,: ✓:: __ ._. ·:· .: . 

10. Prepar~tion of an ~rican µ:>sJtion for tne ·,United ,Nations· Conference ·on .the 

Ieast iPeveloped Countries .: .r:. · ., ::, ;,, , , ,J::· ,··, ·: ' :'.•· .,,. 

11. lt>rk Prcgrarrme of ECA. for · ~ -,least developoo .Af;r:i,cart OOJmtries ... ·: · -~1 

J.2. _Adoption of the -r~}'.X)rt· of. -¢:)e Conf~mce. , ,•' .. 
,1• • • 

' ..... . , 

··B • . _ · · Accourl;t p-f ProceedingS,-· : -·. 
f, 

7 ~ in. 'openirig ., the·' Cbnfetence, Co.nrade. Fissehc'l . Desta, Assistant . Secret.c~eral. of 

the !MAC, Deputy·· thairrnari of the Cbuncil of Ministers- ahd '.11anber ·of·;tfu -Ex~tl~ ·· 
carml.ttee of'·cdPWE, ··state,d th::it th~-i- Uruta:1 ··Nat:i:ons Conference '~ri th€ iehst nevetci:>eci .. 
Courihiies; ·for. which ·'this eo'n£e1.~ :\-f.ill In<~' the' ff.rial 'preparati6ris as::·far-·rul the .,-,,. 
African region is concerned, is an outcare ot- 6k,--·aecaa.~s· of' stfuggre if vad.bus fora ,:,· .. 
of tlle•,Urµ~_ej.-Nati,ous -systa-:t~ He ·noted that the, prevailing. imbalances: in tjle,_. distril::ution 

of developnent. benefits continue . to :widen·-the dimensions:-of .pc,verty ·a.trl de.gperation.1,.,' ·· ,. 

arrong ~ -o_fi ·J:nillions in Africa,: A$iµ cU"rl Lgtin Amer~ca.-.-~ In spite of the e'>d.stence 

of tr~dous. -_r~~cie: ~t.,ial , canraq.e.-.F~s,se}Ja statoo=, t,he-African least .developa:t r0
-. 

countries are :fzf,1C€9 wttjl pI'tj:);I.ans of .a -1~1. level· of growth;,of :the productive forces: .:.and· 

~ .- a:nsequent-rl0W standard of _living, malnutrition, illitet"acy: and widespre>✓ad diseasesj 

. _;. . • ; ·1_. 
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and whatever efforts these countries have made to overcane the problans of poverty, 

they are handicappErl ~ recurrent droughts arrl the ex_panqing trends of desertification, 

high energy and _capital oosts , _deteriorating terms of trade1 serious balance of payments 

problans -~ ~ting debts. He reiteratoo that the _in~~tional ~ty decidoo to 

caoo to grips with ;all . the issues -involvErl when it adopted Ul\"CTAD Resolution 122 (V) 

at its Manila session in 1979. However, he expressed disappointrrent that the Imnediate 

Action Progrc:l'CIOO was already a failure. In spite of .the overwhelming SUIJ!?C)rt that 

_Resolution, l.?.~ (Y) . receivErl,. the re~ of ~ international camunity .was Wero 

very :[X)Or. So. ~ch .prani~ rut.. 59 . little dell vere::1~ He further under_scor€d the fact 
that Africa's position at the Paris Conferen~ .. ~uld naturally be based on the assessirent 

of howrruch the international c:x:mrunity has dooe so far to discharge its reSJ=OilSibilities 
to th~ l~t d~lQ?=d' ~tries 0~ -all oon~tiL It \>.OUld also .. be ha~ on the 

t :. • .- • ;r ,- • • ' • , - ~ • . . , • • 

streD:]th of c:x:mnitnents to accelerate the ·aeveloprent of our oountries and on our ability 

to hanronize our ?)~itlons,· evol~e coll~i;e prograrrme~ and. stra~ies for praroting 

oollective -interest viS-:a:-vis the . rest of t.li§' ·,..orld. Decisions \.\Ollld be made in Paris 

but the greater portion of the \\Ork - the crucial aspect of implarentation - :should be 

the principal preoocupation, not only of the Paris .Conference but.also of this First 

Conference of Ministers of the least DeVeloperl African Coohtries·. He cx:mnen::loo and 

c:nngratulat€d the Executive Secretary of OCA, and the appropriate bodies of the F.cnnanic 

Camri.ssion for Africa on behalf of the Government of Socialist Ethiopia for -their ~fforts 

to brin:J into focus the special problans of the least developErl oountries of. the ... continent. 

8. In his vote ct. thanks the. Chairman of _the Coo.ference _thankeo Canrade. Fisseha Desta 

for his lu,cid -~ thought-provoking opening address . which he hopeg. .will e erve as an ••.· 

invaluabl-e guid,e to the deliberations 01), ~ - various issues before the Confer~ce. HE; .. ·· - - ·- . . ... . ,, . 

naie a further aweal .to th~. hpPourable participants for their:, supp.::>rt in bringing~ 

~~ to .. a speedy and fruitful oonclusion • .. 

9. : · In his opening statetrent, the ·Executive 'Secretary of trn Carmi.ssion, Professor·.: 

Mebayo AdEdeji, "'1el.cx:ned the participants· to the Coo.ferertcer of Ministers of ·-the African• 

L?ast Developerl'•eountries arrl reminded then of the importance of tlu.s · first mooting ·of the 

Ccru:etence ·of Ministers ·of the African I.east DevelopedCO\.llltries which meets at an ._. 

q:portune· tine after the preparatory \':Ork for trn Unite:! Nations Conference on I.east· ·.'· 

Developed Countries at· Paris in Septanber. -had beeh crnpl'et:E.d. '!he. main p.n:pose of that: 

Conference he said is to finalize, adept arrl support the SUbstantial Na'1 Prograrnne of 

Action for the 1980s for the least developerl countries . 

• 
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He highlighted the ~ffort s of the EX::A in the. preparation for- this Conf_erence, i11 acpor

dance with Commission resolution 397 (xv). These included the fielding of four 
, ' 

miniateri al missions to African LDCs and suIY,POrting UNCTAD effort s in the provision of 
• • • .,,f • • 

expert a~si st~ce t o African l ea~t developed countries. He further drew the atten

tion of t he _Confer e~ce ~o the decisions to.ken by the Preparatory Committee for the 

United Nations Conference at its third and final meeting in Geneva this month, and 

encouraged it t o deliberate on these deci s i ons , proposing possible amendments and 

mod:i,tications to so111e of the major e l ements and aspect s which it does not agree with 

and r eaffir m its solidarity in r espect of a spect s which it i s in full agreement with, 

f or the Pari s Conference i s essent i a lly an African Confer ence as 21 out o.f:36· LDCs 

are African countrie s. In view of_ the difficult economic situation of the African I..JX:s, 

ther e i s urgent need more than ever before for an emergency aid t o cope with the serious 

problems confronting_African LDCs , namely the problems of f ood shortages; scarcity of · 

foreign exchange to import even critical input s and cope with the serious inflationary 
I' • , . 

tendencies dev~loping in these countri es as aµ immedi ate component of the Subs tantial 

Ne\, Programme of Action for the 1980s. _. Over t _he decade the t otal development expen

diture ,enyis~ged in the country presentations of the African LDCs amounts. to $ 13:3 

billion (n,t 1980 prices), of which $81 billi on _have to .b.~. -met f_rom external sources .• 

The total ai<1:-. requireme:t:i,ts of the _se countri_es. fol;' .. the per-iod. 1981-1985 _ amou.nt, to a bout 

$37.4 bil lion or some $7.5 billion per a...."'lllum in real t erms as compared to $4.1 billion 

in 1979 at ~980 _prtces. For the period ·1986-1990, the Executive Secretary: s aid that 

it woul d seem, on a first approximation, t hat African LDC's will 'require about· $43. 6 

billion a t constant 1980 _prices. · Conce·ssional assistance· requirements which amounted 

in 1979 at _1980 pri<?es to $3.6 .. pillion should rise at: l eo.st four-fold to $14.4 billi on 
.... - ... .. ' • .. . . . 

by 1990 i f the genuine objectives and target s envisag~d in the country presentations 

could be realized. In this r egard he urg~~ the development partners to give a sympa

thetic consideration to-the proposals _cont ~ined in ~he country presentations and t he 

Conference to com~ up with a number of specific r ec_omml:lndations r e lated · to changes 

in the composit ion of . aid, the _conditions on which a i d i s given and the procedures 

which constitute the deli very_ system of aid. 
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10. Acco;rding to the Executive .Secretary, the preparation of an African position in 
I 

respect of the various issues before the United Nations Conference in Paris i s · an 

all important matter to which the Conference of Minist ers should ad.dress itself, taking 

int-0 account: the resolution already adopted on the Paris Conference by the Summit 

Meeti ng -of the Organization of African Unity last month in Nairobi , calling upon the 

current Chairman of the OAU to address the Paris Conference on behalf of the 

Organization. 

11 • .. He said that the a.nnu.:i,l meetings of the ' Conference of Ministers of African LDCs 

will · have a focal role to pla;y in the revie\l and monit·oring of the implementation of 

the Substantial New Programme of Action· at the r egional level, while ECA will continue 

: · t0 provide the supporting and back-up facilities. Therefore the, ECA should b'e· 

strengthened to cope with the additional responsibility involved. 

12. Finally he r equested the Conference to deliberate on the implementation of the 

Substantial New Programme of Action a t the national and international levels, taJcing 

full account of the necessity for continued interaction between country, r egional and 

global monitoring of progress which i s indeed crucial for the success of the Programme. 

13. The Acting Secretury-General of the Organization of African Unity Mr. A.N. Chimuka 

pointed out that it was in re~ition of the SJ>€cia1 problems of Africa ' s least 

develop~d. aountries that during their Extra-Ordinary Economic Summit in Lagos (Nigeria) 

t .h~ Heads .of States and Government of the Organiz.ition of -African Unity paid 

particular attention to the problems of Africa' s l east developed countries. He recalled 

Resolution CM/Res. 887(XXXVII) which was adopted by the Thirty-Seventh Ordinary 

Session of the Council of Ministers of the OAU in (Nairobi)' Kenya, requesting the 

Conferenc~ of' Least Developed African Countries (July 27-30) to, int'er alia, ·11work out 

a common strategy_ -in accordance with the relevant sections of the Lagos Plan o'r 

Action, for i;;he pa.rticipation of African countries in the forthcoming• Uni"ted Nations 

Conference on the Least Developed Countries as well as for the implementation and · 

follow-up action arising from decisions and recommendations of the said Confer ence". 

He rej, t~rated that a growth process through financial aid whi.ch entails a series 

of cond.itionalities that benefi t only the donors or even increases disparities b et ween 

the rich o.nd the poor , is no development at all. He r eferred to the vast unexploited 

natural and human resources of the conti nent and stressed the pressing need to urge 
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the inter national corrummity to increase their financial and t echnological assistance 

to the lea st deve l oped. countries in or der t o e~ble them a chieve national self- reliance. 

14. Final ly he expres s ed his confidence t hat the Paris deliber ations would make 

firm commit ments , pledges .and t argets .in those .a r eas where specia l measures are 

call~ f or in order t o improv e the e~onomic conditions of the Afri can l east dev el oped 

countries. 

15. In his opening s t at ement , Mr. Gamani Cor ea, Se cret ary Gener a l of UNCTAD o.nd 

Secretary~neral of th'e Unit ed Nati'ons Confer ence on the LDCs , expres sed grat .itude 

£1nd t hanks to the Executive Secret ary of the ECA f or the most fruitful co-operation 

ai-ia. r e l ati onship bet ween UNCTAD and ECA which has a lweys been good and i s growing 

i n closeness and inten si ty. He a l so r e f erred to the most va luable contri bution by 

ECA t o t he pre~r atory work of the Pari s Confer ence and paid tribute to the O.AU for passi ng 

a: r esolution supporting African LDCs 1 ·to the UNDP for its as·sistance , and to t he 

Director Gener a l f or Deve lopment and Internati ona l Economic·c~peration who helped 

immensely in mobilizing the efforts and co-oper ation of the t·1hol e United Nations system 

f or the success of the Confer ence. 

16. He further under s cored the f act t hat this Conference i s convening at a t i me 

when t he documentation of the Paris Confer ence has been compl et ed and country r eview 

meeti ngs have b een finalised. Ha.Vi:ng highlighted the progress made at the Third 
. ) ... 

"'Preparat ory Committee for the United Nations Confer ence in arriving at a common draft 

t ext of the Group of 77 , which i ncludes the LDCs , on the Substantia l New Progromrne 

of Action for the 1980s and in taking deci s i ons on the · provis i onal Agenda for the 

Confer ence and or g2..nizat i on of work and on th:e rules of procedure , he warned of t he 

limited time frame for the Paris Confer ence and underlined iihe vita l need f or a great 
. . 

d eal of preparation on the part -of the LDC s and on the part of developing countr ies as a 

·whol e 1 prior t o the Confer ence . · He further cautioned that a great ·deal of t i me should 

not be wast ed in negotia i;-i<m !:'11ong the developing countri es to reach a common stand, 

· but 't hat sufficient time should be allocated for substantive d i scussio~ with the 

devel oped countries. He -a l so r eferr~ to. the di$quieting e conomic perform~n~e of the 

LDCs over the l ast t wo decades i'riclu.ding their weak structura l characteristics and tbe 

urgency to bring about a r ever sal of past trends to enable t hem t o at t ain cwnulative 

growth and structura l transfor mat i on. In t he end LDCs salvation lies in their own hands . 
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They have iD:deed m00;e the bulk of the effort to improve t~eir development record which was 

unf'ortunately frustrated by the adverse international e~onom~c environment and the in-
. . ·. 

adequacy of international support. He further warned t~at, the Paris Conference should 
• 

neither be the occasion to discuss in detail economic co- operation among devel oping 

countries nor be a forum for discussi ng generalities. Rather, it should concentrate on . . . . . . 

devising specific support measures and agree upon a broad order of magnitude of the 

resource requirements needed on the basis of which progress could be moni:tored. 

17. He ~onc~ud.ed by S<Wi ng that the Conference should, in addition, help create~ climate 
. ; 

, of confidence between developed and developing countri es and that the post conference 

arrangements should emphasize not only the moni~ori ng of progress at the global level but 

particularly ~he ~eed for a country by country approach to i mplementation. 

18 . The UNDP Assistant Administrator and Regional Director for Afri ca, Mr. Michael 

Doo-Kingue , started his opening statement by co~veying to the di stinguished participants, 

the very best wishes of Mr. ~radf~rd Morse , .Administrator of the United Nations Develop- , 

ment Programme (UNDP), for a fruitful and successful Conference. He enumerated the various 

areas of co-operation between LDCs and the UNDP particularly the fact that most African LDCs 

will receive two to tm:ee times more :fun,ds for their .country programmes in 1982-1986 than 

in 1971-1981. 

19. He referred to the vast livestock and miner a l potenti al ~f some ?f the African least 

developed countries and stressed the urgent need to ensure a substantial increase of . assis

tance to LDCs on a predictable basis ana., as much as possible, _on~ grant basis as well. 

He also made reference to the d.eclining export earnings, the _impact of the energy- crisis, 

• 

the lag in food production and the weak and undeveloped infrastructure- in the LDC s and stressed 

the need to articulate a ;national energy policy in each country_and. the urgency of putting 

into effect the relevant recommendations of Resolution _122(V) made by UNCTAD in Manila 

particularly the one which calls for "provision of longer-te~ purchase arrangements ~or the 

products of the least developed countri es by the developed countri es whenever possi ble"• 

Since it will take time to develop and implement the desired energy policies, and consider

ing that the total oil nee~s of African LDC s i s r el atively modest , he suggested that -a 

speci al Oil Facility in favour of the African LDCs be established. 
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.20. The UNDP Assistant Administrator also referred ·to UNilP' s . experience in mobilising .. 

support from several sources of funds, for development purposes which ,i s well extablished 
. . ...... 

and a,ppealed to ·African LDCs to take full advantage of .it in organi:ring their review 

a'rid.:.dommi tment meetings with their development partners rather than. creati ng new 

mechanisms and fora , the advantage and efficiency -0f which are yet to be proved. 

Review of Socio-Economic Conditions in the Leas~~~d Afri can Countries 

.'. (Agenda item 5) 

21. Under this agenda item, the Conference noted that African minist ers of the 

Commission have had the opportunity to review to~ether the ~erformance _in the l east 
~ w. . . 

dev~loped Africo.n countries at the last session of the EXJA Conference of Mini ster s 
. . ' . 

held at Freetol'm in April 1981. The Conference was of the opinion that 'i;he 
•, ••. J. :. . •. • 

discussion at that session remained relevant and accordingly simply decided to take 

note of ~ocument E/QN.]4./LDCs.I/2 - Surver of Eco~omic and Sosial Condj~i.2!ls in Afr~,$!:,-

1979~19~0, Parts~ and II-Band do9ument ST/roA/LDCs~I /3 - Domestic Problems and 

Policies of the L~ast Devel ~ped African Countries submitted to it by the secretari at 

which c~ntaine~ an..~lysis of the cc~tinuing bleak situation and prospects in the least 

developed countries; and t o r £affirm the determi nati on of governments of least 

developed countries to accelerate economic growth and socj,al development with the help of 

the inter national communityo 

220 The Survex, reviews developments in the Afri can countri es during the 1970s with 

emph1;1.sis on conditions obtaining in the yea!> 1919., . Saci;io:-.i. ·} .'.)f _ .Pa.rt II of the S:u:cvei~ 

containts an overview of devel opments in the least developed African countr:i.es as a .' 

group du.ing the ·peri.od 1970-1979.,. and a review of. conditions in the individual l east 

devel.oped. .Afri.can countries. Fifteen out of the 20 least develo!)ed .Afri ca:n countr~es. 

for which data were avai l able are covered. T:ttj.s_ ,secti on m:.s been prepared i~ r esponse 

to ECA Conference pf •Ministers resolu1;ion 397(XV) which7 inter aliag_ recommended that the 

annual Survei should contain a special secti on on the least d~~eloped African countries. 



- 10 -

23. The Survey shows the bleak picture of the present state and prospects of the 

least developed African . countries with a number of them siiding backwards with a 

4 

negative per capita rate or·· growth, and with· mounting inflation and a severely deterioratec 

balance of' pa;yment position ·ma.king it extremely difficult 'for ma.rzy of these · countries 

to undertake short-and medium-term planning. ·rn most of them, import prices are rising 

rapidly .and the cost of ·capital formation required has to be continuously revised upwardso 

24. Document S';I'/ECA/LDCs.,~/3 - Domestic Problems c:,,nd Policies of the African LTICs, 

analyses the development problems and policies of the least developed African countries 

in the past and examines their policy options and imperatives in the 1980so Serious 

constraints are imposed on the development policies of these countries by formidable 

structural i~pediments, a tight domestic resource situation and sharp fluctuations· in 

available external resourceso TTnd.er the circumstances, traditional policy instruments 
·, 

are of limited efficacy in dealing with the development and adjustment problems in these 

cou~tries and for that matter, there is little that most of these countries could do 
' _,: . . 

uni
0

laterally 'to cope with their · present predicament~ The document is d:i.vided into five 

sectionso In Section I, the structural characteristics of the l east developed African 

countries are outlined; Section II is devoted to an evaluation of their economic performance 

in the 19o0s and 1970s. These, togethe~ with ~he analysis of their general development 
I' , • • . ~ . ~. 

issues and constraints in Section III~ form the necessary background to the discussion 
. . . . 

. . 
of their domestic economic policies in the 1970s in Section IV o....l'l.d. of their prospects and 

policy options and imperatives for the 1980s and beyond in Section V. 

Review of the country pr~sentations of Africa,:i. J,n~~ 

(Agenda i tern 6) 

25. Under this agenda item, the Conferen·ce had before it document- ST/FJJA/LDcs·.I/5, 

entitled Review of Country Presentations of the Least Developed .African Countries. 

26. · The Conference took note of and expressed· it s general agreement with the analyses 

of .the ·macro ·pictur.e .and the projects and programmes of the country presentations as 

contained in the documento 
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27. The broad development objectives of the African least developed countries as 

contained in the individual country presentations centred on the realization of a 

sub~tantial rise in per capita incomes, increased food production with a view to 

achieving self-sufficiency even doubling it by 1990, modernization o.nd diversification of 

agriculture; transformation in the structure of production by raising the share of . 
. . 

indu.strial output in• total GDP, in1provement of transport and communicati on infrastructure, 

improvement of the efficiency of state enterprises, narrowing rural-urban income 

disparit ies, provision of basic soci al services and the creation of employment 

opportunities. 

28. As far as strategies and policies a.re concerned· the greater use of unexploited 

capapilities particularly in the sectors of agricultU:re , livestock, fisheries, energy, · 
. :, .. 

industry, mining and economic infrastructure, manpower· training, particularly in scientific 

technical and vocational fields are emphasized. 

29. The total development expenditure envisaged in the country presentations of the 

African least developed countries ~ounts to $US 133 billion for the period 1981-1990 · 

(at 1980 prices). After taking into account the expected generation ~f domesti_q · .. . 
: .. - ..... ·· •·· . .. , .... . . . --~ ' __ __ .., ____ ·- ........ 

resources (estimated at $52 billion or 40 per cent of the total) _there would_ be 

an uncovered gap of $US 81 billion or 60 per cent of the total development expenditure 

to be filled by external assi stance. Thus, it .is evident that while the least 

developed African countries a.re usking for increased substanti a~ external assistance. 

they 'are also emphasizing self-reliance , self-sustainment and maximum mobilization 

of domestic resources, ··both finnncia.l and human. The volume of total aid requirements 

for the African least developed countries for the peri od 1981-1985 amount to about 

$US 37.4 billion. On average this implies that between 1981 and 1985, annual flow 

to African Least developed countri e s should average about $US 7.5 billion per annum 

in real terms compared with $US 4.1 billion in 1979 at 1980 prices. For th_e period 

1986-1990, it seems , as a first ·approximation, that African least developed countries 
')' 

will ~equire about $US 43.6 billion at constant 1980 prices. 
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30. The Confere~ce affirmed that the country presentations not only reflected 

national aspirations and th~ determination of the countries to accelerate economic 

growth and sqcial developm~nt , but were also in ~onformity ~ ~h. internationally set 

goa~s and .targets embodied in declarations such as the International- Development 

Strategy for the Uni t .ed_ Nations Third Development Decade, t ·he f1:onrovia Strategy for .:· 

the Development ,of Africa and the Lagos Plan of Action. _It further noted that.· the 

total external requirements of the least developed African count~ies should be seen 

in the light of the recommendations of the General Assembly in resolution 35/205 ·. 

which, inter alia, "urge donor countries to make equitable and e.1·1 possible efforts 

with a view to doubling at the earli est possible time within the first half of the 

1980s, the flow of. official development assi stance to the leasst · developed countrd.es. 
I 

••• and to give serious consideration••• to the proposals for further measures.to 

provide adequate mininnun flow of official development assistance including••• those 

proposals for tripling the net disbursement of concessional assistance by 1984 and 

quadrupling it by 19$,011
• 

Evaluation of the review meetip,g_~ of the African LDCs (Agenda item 7) 

31. Under this agenda item, the Conference·h~ before it document ST/FJJA/UXJs.I/6 

- Evaluation of·. the review meetings of the least developed J\frican countries which 

provides an assessment of the review meetings at which the country presentations 

of the least developed African countries were individually reviewed by aid partners • 
• 'lije review meetings were held as follows for the least developed African countries: 

the least developed countries of E~stern African 4-15 Mey 1981 at .Addis Ababa, the 

least developed countries of Western and Central African plus Somalia, 25 Mey to 
. 

5 June 1981 at the Hague, and the least developed countries of Southern Africa plus. 

Guinea-Bissau, 22-26 June 1981 at Geneva.. 
: " ' 

32. In the light of the document , the Conference generally agreed that the set:-up 
-. 

of the review meetings offered a unique opportunity and forum for SOlll8 exchange. _of . 
views and i deas on the development problems and programmes of the LDCs, and for each 

least developed country to make known and discuss its development plans and progr-ammes 

for the 1980s with its development partners in some detail, and to receive preliminary 

reactions, cormnents, questions and criticisms. 

.. 



33. It observed -chat the reaction of devel0p>:a1t partners was general, guarded and. 

not ~fie, and noted with regret that not all trade and developrent partners WDJ 

had been invited had accepted the irtvitations; · 

Review of prcgress under ·the InmErliate Action Prograrnne, 1979- 1981 (Agenda itan 8) 

34. A representative of the secretariat introduced document ST/~s.I/4 entitla:l 

Review of Progress .of the Imre1iate Action Programm, 1979- 1981. He recalled that 

phase one of the . Ccrnprehe.,sive New Prograrrrne of Action for the 1'=ast Develcped Colmtries, 

as set oot in paragraph 1 of UNC.rAD resolution 122(V) called for : 

"An .imnediate effort to meet the critical situation of the le~t 

developed countries in the fonn of an Inmediate Action Prograrrrne 1979-1981 

of greatly expanded assistance for the least develope:l ca.mtries, airrai'"'at 

(.1) providing an inmediate ~st to their econanies and intocrliate support 

for projects for the provision of the rrost pressing social needs, and 
. . . II 

(2) pa.ving the·way for much larger longe_r-;..tc.rtn develoµuent efforts .. 

35. He drew attention to the written statanents ·received by mcrnD fran the donor 

ccmnunity and the findings of the ECA ministerial missions to the African U:X::::s 

( docum:mt ST/ECA/IOCs.I/7) which both confirmed that the response of~ international 

a::mnunity tc the c~ll for suoporting the prograrcme has been very px,r. The ministerial 

missibns in p:irticular observed that there was no noticeable increase in the volume .of 

aid tb t.he African ·i.~~t devei~)?Erl ~untri~s during the period. In fact rrost of these 

oountries felt that giveiYthe high rate of world inflation during 1979- 1981 there might 

have been a stagnation or even a decline in the flow of resources to these oountries in 

real tenns. Under this circums'""t..ance, the African least developed countries have 

continued to face many serious short- tenn problErnS that have hirrlred the successful 

irrpl~ntq.tion of long-tenn prcqramnes. 'lbe major areas of urgent concern for these 
include 

oountries '.~ . sla..1 ~ -,th of agriculture and high food deficits resulting in large 

food ci.mport bills; the critical energy situation including the high oil prices which 

constitute a serious constraint to both short-tenn stabilization and long~tenn 

progr~s , chronic and severe balance of payments deficits, serious inflationary trends 
and lt:M levels of capacity utilization. 

36. It was for these reasons ; he rontinued, thnt rrost of the least developed African 

countries had elal:orated short-tenn action progranrnes in t.lleir oountry presentations 

to rover the first few years of the decade of the 1980s. On the basis of the assurrption 

that nothing short of doubling total external aid during the first five yeurs of the 

decade would enable the least developErl African countries to implarent their pr(XJramnes 

for the decade, the EC.A. secretariat estimated that the total requirerents for the pericd 

1981-1982 for these countries arrounted to roughly $US 15 billion. 



37. It was the general ~ at the ConferGnce that while the Inmediate Action 

Progr~: 1979-1981 ~y have lapsed timawise the problems which it -addressed · 

still remain urgents. The pr<J9ramne should therefore not be dispensed with and 

discarded.· 

. ' . . 

38. 'Ihe ~ference was of the op~on t.hut the :irrma:li.:itc action progranme as an 

essential cntq;x.>r~ent of SNPA for the 1980s should ·be fully ?JrSUed as. a prerequisite 

for the successful inplarentation of the SNPA to be finalizai am ndapted•in Paris. 

Irnnediate rooasures· should . .. irtw . alia . includP ~ 

(a) presRi.na -fnr -"' 1 "')'."0 1".' '"'c\rt of the soort-tenn assistance in the form of 

bal~ce of· payrrents support which is rrore flexible and can be given readily, 

(b) ccmocxlity supfX)rt particulm-ly fo~ oil., food and. material inp.its which ~ld 
. . ' . 

e ffect an_ inne:µate boost. to the utilization ?~ .c---:ipacity, 

(c) debt relie f . so as to ease the debt service burden1 ~ 

.(d) p~ram:oo assistance and mult-year aid prograrirang. In addition, the Conference 

urgoo that delegates of the rr:cs to the Paris Conference to provide infomation 

on their <X?Ufltr.tes l.llmi:.rliate .requiraoc.nt;s for external assistance and support. 
J 

. '•. 

...t 

• 
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The 'Substantial New Programne of Action: Consideration of the draft resolution subnitted 

to the Thiro. Session of .the Preparatory Ccmnittce by . the : .. Group of 77 01') the SUbstantial -
, I - - • , 

N~ Prograttre ot° Action {A/COOP . 104/PC/Lo 7 and L. 7 /l-,o.d. 1 and 2) (Wenda iten 9 _(A)_) 

. , : . 
39. Um.er this agerrla itan the Conference had before it the follcwing documants: , . 

(i) A/~ .1oi/PCA. 7 /Add. l and 2 - Draft .r.esolution subnitted ~_the 'Ihlrd se.ssion 

- ::.~ l?r~~tpry --~ttee by~ -~ of ,77-~ the Substc-mtial New Programoo _of Acµon; 

(ii) __ ST/ECVU:CS.I/7 - Rep:,rts of tl)e Ex::A Ministerial Missions. on Preparations for 

the Uni tea Nations Conferenc:e on the wast Developa:1 Countries ; .. 

(iii) sr~.I/8 - Aid nodalities in the African least developed coontries. 

40. In the general debate ~ th: SNPA several issues were raised. Sana delegates notai 

that the sta,t~t of objectives as contained in ·.the draft resolution of ~ Group of 77 
f ,. 4, • • • • • • • 

did not fuliy ·reflect the national goals and .aspirations of the African LOCs. In this .. . . . 

respect, reference was made to dCCUTa1t ST/OCA. IOCs. I/3 - Dc:.rrestic problans. an::l. eronani~ 

polici~. 

41. .'.!'he _ energy prob],.ans and oil prices ''ware seen by several participants as a serious 
, ) l • :, IJ • .,. ,, 

constraint to ooth the short-tenn stabilization and tj}e long-tenn develq:::ment. Many 
. . . . ' 

delegates pointed to the disturbing fact that their oil irrport bi_ll, even after sore 

stringent conservation measures, was absorbing an alanningly large part of their total . 
export earnings · l~~g alnost nothing'' fof -~ ---irop:)rta·tion of capital :gccrls. The ratio 

. . . . . . ~ . . : .. , . . . .,_ . '.. . \ 

of the oil inport bill to total exp:,rt eaniings ·rangErl oo~en 30 to 90 per cent in the 

AfricaI:l l east developed countries. Thus· while rrost countries wer e of the view that long-
, ' 

tei:m measures in the energy .·sector were n~ssary~· it -~as urgent anq alI!'Cst inevitable 

to \'Drk out sane short-tenn soi~tions. Sane countri~s: suggested. that th~ oil-exporting 

countries, particularly the Aft'ican oil.:..exµ)rting ·countries , could assist in this regard 

with rrteP.Sures such as a bJo-tier pricing systan favouring the least develo:pEd countries, 

and/or an oil facility tailored on the exarrple set by Venezuela and Mexico in favour ol ' 
the catribean countries. The general consensus finally agreed upon at the errl of Q:;,nf~ 

therefore was that energy be treated in its own right as a sepm-ate sector in the text 
of -t:.M SNPA. · 

. , ' .. . 

42. On f h1ancial requirements and p::,licies, the Conference generally f elt that there 

was need_ to_. strengthen_multilateral in,stitutions • . : In addition it was urged that the . . . ·. . . . 
W:>rld Bank shoaj.d_ mak~ a _spec;cll_ f acility for µ-ie ~s to fund projects in cr~.dcal areas 

• • . ' • .' _ ' 'r: , .J., l , ", • 

l ike ~rgy.,. 'P1e. _Conferez;i.se ~so noted tha~ -r F:~~ution 122 (V) adopted in Manila referred 

to dalbling of aid. It was, however, further noted that in vie.w of General Assanbly 

resolution 35/205, endorsoo by the \'mC>le international ccnmmi.ty, the target of quadrupling 

should be sup:r;orted. It was :r;ointed out th:-"lt in any case, the quadrupling of aid flCMS 

to the IOCs by 1990 implied only a doubling of the average annual flCMS over the \ob:,le 1~~-
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43~-· ~C.n · aid m:rlalities·., .the Conference atphaslzed the need for· the. ba.lcmce of payments 

SUH;X)it. to cane out°rrore forcefully than is the ca~ in .the .text of t11e•draft resolution 

of the Group of 77. It was also pointed out ~tit was necessru:y to emphasize the need 
to take into account·~ ·possible 'effects of· inflation in plann~, preparing and 

~ting .irrlividual projects and pr~cmres. Thus it was necessary to consider aid 

tequirenents .in a rrore dynamic· way. '!be Conference was also of the ;iew that during 

negotiations·, a lot of E!Tlphasis ~hould te ~t on aid m:xialities . so as to undersoore 

irr{)ortant issues such as the criteri~ for the ~llocation o f aid. 
·. , 

44. With regard to technical assistance the Conference noted that the cost of experts 

and st.\rlies was very high rurl contlnually increasing .thus giving 'rise to increased 

project 'costs. · It was therefore suggested that it was cruciai fo~ the irrlividual 

countries, with the support ·of the ~ternational camunity to train .their~ national 

~ -ana: to erisure their retention in their oountries . 

.. 

45. Concerning the irnplarentation, follow-up and rronitoring of the SNPA, the Conference 
stressoo the .irrportance of having a high l evel of .participation at·UNC'mD Intergoverrmantal 

Group on the :UX:s so as to enable the taking of a ooncretedecision. 
. . 

46. 'Ihe <:;onference decided to consider the draft resoiution suhnitted by the Group of 
. ' . . .. , . . . . : ·. . . 

77 ·on the SNPA _as the ha.sic working docunent for its deliberations. , _'!he Conference 
. . ,' . ', 

decideq to make ccnrnents and suggestions on issues 'i'lhich are of vitc-µ_ interest to the 

African IOCs .but may have been anit~ed or not .fully re~lec~ in fu; ·&:-aft resolution 
•, •• • .-. I • • '• • • ·•• • ' • ._ • 

of the Group of 77. With respect to .anissions, the Conference took a decision to limit 
i~lf -~ -, ~ - ~itical areas, nairel:y -~ arrl tl1e. ~ate actiop ~nent of t;:he , 

~A, even though other issues s_uch as~ _settlEment 'W!=rc raised. _ 'lbe cannents and 

suggestions . are ·as set out below. . 
• • • - , ' 'f .. 

47. .The Conference ·considered the draft resolution of t:he Group of 77 , Ch::,pter by Chapter. 

.. Preamble· · 

48. The Conference noted the serious anission of the ·:i.rma:liab= action ccrnp:ment of the 

SNPA in the overall text and reccmnended that the follaving addition be introduced 
in the 'preamble~ 

Expressing deepest-oon~ at the ·non-mp!arkntation· of the Irrmediate Action Pr(XJiamne 

(1979-198H. nore than~ years aftei:-':its adoption, while the ecxmanic situation ·of the 

least. developed countries as ·a ·group continues to .ranairi not only very bleak rut is 

even worsening. l ··,, • • 
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Recognizing ·that the imrediat.E: action canponent of the SNPA is a prerequisite for the 
•. . .. I .. . . ... . . 

inplarentation of the Substantial New Prograrrme of Action_. . ', 

~.i,des _tp . .adopt the SNPA inclu:ling its inm:rliate action ccmponent ~ on q)untry ... ' . (,. . . . . . : . -, ~ . 
presentations cm. the international SUW)rt measures f0r its irrplEm2?1tation. 

Chapter I :. 

1. · Food arrl agriculture 

llddiition: 

49. After para. 5 line 18 ·of the draft resolution, add, • .• "In ·this oonnection, 

agricultural research arrl man~ training at all levels to meet the"requira"ra1ts of 

this sectol:' will be given due anphasis'.' . 

50. Insert a new para. (6) on. page 4 of the sarrie draft resolution as fol.lc:MS ~ 

Food security 

I.east developerl countries as · a group are major net :imp:>rters of "foocl.- In the absence 

of a viable international grain reserve, they will require a guarant.ea:1 assistance 

frarre.-.ork that will withstarrl a future ·"'°rld food crisis and that can be installed 

without long · and protracted negotiatic'ni:f. ·Reccitmendations as to ·specific focd trade and 

feed:-·aid relatoo reccmrendations that oould ·oo ·prarpt1.y p.it into effect for 'the benefit 

of the least developed countries, should include: ': · 

(i) A conprehensive -set of iroasures to strerigtren the ability-of least. developai 

countries to deal with food problems in the short-tenn oorisisting inter alia 
of~ 

a) A focd trade financing facility in which inccrne cx::mpensation for · increased. 
food .i.rrport expenditure for the least developed oountri~ beccroos a grant 

' . . 
with ircma:liate disrursarent in the year of the shortfall. · 

b) 1be irrpi~tatio~ of a food ,aid schere for the least d~eiopea countrie~ 
, .. ---· .. ,· 

that could be linked autcroaticnlly and predict:c-1bly to situations of focrl 

soortage. 

c) An increase iri the international-Errergency Food Reserve, the· present target 

. of which is 500,000 toris, to 2..;2 ;· 5 niillion · ·tons in o:roer· to provide. adequate 

fcx:>d aid to the least developErl countries. · 

d) The establishrent of an internatiOMl information systen designed to provide 

aw.ropriate and tirrely infonnation aoout proouction, trade and stockrolding 
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developrents and policies in the major producing and irrq;iorting rountries 

in order to provide greater assistance to the least developEd countries 
· . '\ · ·z .• · • ·· · , :_ . ' -· · . 1 • · • 

and their aid partriers in predict.in:} and_planning for situations requiring 
' •. t • ' ' ' •• • _;: · · ; . : 

ane.rgency raredial rooasures. 

(ii} A cciyt,rehensive set of prop::isals to deal with long- term structural changes 
· at·· th:f national l evel in l east· developed oountries designed to provide a · 

penronent solution to the focd problan of those countries. Evcry oountry, 

given sufficient assistance ., could take irnJ.x)rtant initiatives to reduce focd 

insecurity in the short term. SUch assistance should include investroonts 

in focd proouction and processing, transp::,rtation and other infrastructure, 

cx:mnunications, early warning systans, focd distrihltion systans and focd 

st:qrpge- facilities . 

A tim:-table sh:>uld be agreed for the further negotiation and implarentation of steps 

nea:led, as,well as for detailed estinates of the financiru. irrplications of s;oc:h decision. 

Energy 

51. The foll™:jng addition-to Cha.pter I was proposed to reflect the concem of the 

African .:rJ:Cs on en~ prd::>lans~ 

"In vie:w of the severe problan of energy that is at present one of the 

:rrost serious constraints . for short-tenn adj~st:rna'lt and long0 tenn develq:ment neais 
of LOCs,. the international camrunity sh:>uld make available substantial pdditional reso1 

-ces on ooncessional tenrtS for bc"llance-of-payments SUfPOrt arrl the developrent of 

. · energy potentials, In this regard, existing regional and intematioI1cll organizations 
sh:>uld be. sµengthened , and new ones created whenever necessary, :t:G:,.adequately rrcet 
the pressing energy needs of IL'Cs. 11 

Olapter. II : 

Introductory section 
52. Mi in the second ~tence after the word SNPA, the follCMing ~ "and the inm:diate 
action canp)Ilffit ll o 

• I 

Financial reguiranents and policies 

53. 'lbe ~~~ recamends that the foll~ring. be; added to tpe ~~nd paragraph urrler 

, ~s. heading~ '1'nle Imnaiiate Action CctnJ..:x)nent of the . SNPA :for the .-.least: developa:1 oountries 

should contain, inter alia, the foll™1.ng:-
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1) Provision of substantial resources to give urgent and pranpt relief 

to critical ccnm:xlity sbortages, specially.of food and energy; 

2) Irrlrediate financial assistance in the fonn of debt relief and 

balance of paymsnt SUJ;P)rt to. all least developing coontries; 

3) Urgent and substantial arergency c1Ssistance .measures in o:rder to 

mitigate the effects of natural disasters, inclu:ling those resulting 

in unforeseen shortfalls in resource rrobilizations; 

4) Provision of assistance for overcxming urgent bottlen~ in managarent, 

maintenance, repair and physical facilities in order to obtain better 

use of existing infrastructure and industrial plants; 

5) Imne:liate provision of additional financial sur,port for the prarpt 

:irrplanentation of the SUbstantial New Programne of Action for 1980s, 

inclu:iing identification, of projects , undert.--'Jking of feasibility 

sb.ldics and detailed preparation of investment projects as well as 

projects of social needs; 

6) Urgent and substantially enhanced supply of inputs necessnry for agri-

cultural and rural develoµnent , such as fertilizers , purrps, etc. , in 

order to increase productioo and prcrluctivity, especially of foodstuf:1:s 

aoo cash crops; 

7) Financial support. for activities at camunity levels which create jobs, 

i?x:lu:iing support for local srnall-·ecale labour intensive rural p.iblic 

1ADrks projects, 

8) Assurances on bilateral and multilateral basis should be given by the 

international camunity that c!dequate resources are provided on assured 

and prerlictable basis to ccnplanent the activities of least develope1 

CX>Untries than.selves in this critical l::ut vital first phase of SNPA. 

After last sentence of para.5, add; "which would irrply doubling if the average annual 

flow is calculated for the decade" as o:.mpared with the yearly average for the 1975- 1979. 

· I 

After first sentence of para,6, adch "Resources of the World Bank Group pmticularly the 

rm and the Regional Banks sbould be substantially increased to the I.DCs taking into aca:n.mt 

structural transfonnation needs, the rate of inflation and energy requirerents. 



- 20 -

Substantial New Progrtm1me of Action: PrEU?aration for the United Nations Conferenc,!l on 

~e L~st Develo~ed q_ou.ri.tri es - Qr~~~~i_on of Work of the confe~nce ' submiited by the 

9122..irman of th~-1:1:2l'.a.Fat~ C.9..mmi tJ.e..e..:..(.A~cp§.a i tern Jp l .A/CONF .}04:LPCj]-,. 8) 

54. Documents A/CONF. 104/PC/L. 6 - Draft Provisional Agenda for the United Nations Con

ference on the Least Developed Countries and A/CONF. 104/Pc/L. 8 - Organizati on of Work 

of the Conference were made available to the Conference. 

55. The Conference deliberated on various organi zational matters for the Pari s 

Conference. It urged the Group of 77 to incorporate i ts comments and additi ons on 

the draft text of the Gr oup of 77 on the SNPA. The Conference further requested 

the JOOA secretari at to make the necessary · arrangements to enn.ble the Chairman to 

call on the current Chairmai:i of the OAU to give a personal report on the outcome 

of the Confer~nce. 

56. The Conference entrusted to the Minister representing Cape Verde the responsi

bi lity of reporting to the Head of State of his country who has been nomi nated by the 

Assembly of African Heads of States and Government to be the spokesman of'. the 

Africo.n LDCs i n the Paris meet i ng, the full outcome of the Conference. 

57. It .dEr.ci ded that the Chairman of the Conference should act as t he Chairman 

of the African Group at the Paris C?nference. 

58. Wi th-respect to the provisi onal agenda of the Paris Conference , the Conference 

of Mi nisters recommended that consideration of the immediate action component of 

the SNPA should be discussed as a separate item in c,ommi tteh 

the SNPA. 

I w:pi.ch deal.s with 

59. The Conference further agreed that as far as possible i ndividual country state

ments in the Pari s Conference shoul d be staggered over the peri od of the ~onference, 

and should reflect th~ Lo.gos Plan of Action. 

60. The Conference also requested that the JOO.A, with the assi stance of UNCTAD, sh~uld 

ensure the provision of adequate meeti ng and secretari al facilities for the Afri can 

LDCs during the P.aris C~nference. 

-I .. 
t 
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61. With respect to the distribution of the 3ureau for the Paris Conference, the 

Confe r ence of Uinisters of African LOC:s decided to defer consideration of this issue 

sine~ considerat l~ consultation was needed. 

Preparati on of an African position for the United Nations Confer ence on the Least 

Developed Countriea (Agenda item No. 10) 

62. As a r esult of d iscussions under agenda item No. 9, the Conference came up with 

a number of comments and rec01:.r.1endations on the SNPA as contained in the draft t ext 

of the Group of 77• These comments and recommendations are s et out in t he annex to 

this r eport . 

OCA TKork Prograr.i.-;ie for the l east developed African Countries (Agenda item No. 11) 

63. Under Agenc a item 11 on the llor !, programme of ~A for the l east developed 

countries, the Confe r ence had before it doclL~ 'nt ST/OCA/LOCs.I/10 entitled "Activities 

by the Economic C~umission for Africa in favour of the least developed countries." 

The Confer ence t ook note of the docume!1t, and also considered the timing of the next 

s ession of the Conference of African LDCs noted that t he results of the Paris Confer

ence were likel y to substantially affect the ti□ine of t he next session and also 

the activiti es of OCA in favour of the African LDCs . It was consequently suggest ed 

that consultations should be made in Paris soon after the Confer ence so as to 

deteztnine the time for the next session of the Confer ence. 




