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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

The eighth issue of STPA News contains in its first part information about

the second post of Statistical Training Advisor. The second part gives information

on training activities being undertaken by some non-STPA centres. The third part

provides information on in-service statistical training activities being undertaken

by some national statistical offices in the Africa region, information from six countries

in the region is being highlighted, The fourth part contains information on short

tsrm st3tistical training opportunities available outside the region for practising

statisticians. The addrdsses of the organizers of the above courses are given with a

view of enabling those persons interested to obtain all the detailed information they

may wish directly from them.

The fifth part is devoted to news from the training centres participating in

the STPA which are urged to send regularly their contributions to ECA secretariat.

The sixth part contains information on the assistance to Portuguese-speaking African

countries. The seventh part is devoted to a brief description of the current status

of the preparation of the draft guide syllabus for professional statistical training.

The eighth part is devoted to EEC assistance to STPA under Lome II convention and the

nin8th part incluces miscellaneous n8WS~

We hope that as in the past, the present issue of STPA News will have a wide

dissemination within all the countries of the Africa region and interested institutions.



1. The second post of Statistical Training Adviser

The post of the second Statistical Training Adviser has now been filled
by Mr. E.F. Ching'anda, of Malawi nationality. Mr. Ching'anda took up the post
on ID.August 1984. Before he joined ECA, he was the Commissioner for Census and
Statistics in the National Statistical Office, Malawi.

II. Non-STPA Centres Training Activities

In STPA News Nos. 4 and 5, information about some African Statistical
Training Centres which are not participating in the Statistical Training Programme
for Africa (STPA) were published. Replies have continued to be received from some
centres as follows:

(1) Department of Mathematics, Division of Statistics
Nairobi University

(2) Institute of Statistical Studies and Research.
Cairo University

(3) Department of Statistics, Faculty of Economics and
Political Science, Cairo University.

Department of Mathematics. Division of Statistics
University of Nairobi, Kenya

The Division of Statistics is in the Department of Mathematics and it
started operating effectively from 1975. Its first output of graduates in statistics
was in 1978.

The Division runs programmes leading to the following qu~lifications:

Diploma, Bachelors, Masters and Doctorate degrcies in statistics. The diploma
course runs for one academic year, the Bachelors degree course runs for three
academic years and the Masters degree courses runs. for two academic years. The
Ph.D degree course is by research.

The Division of Statistics has one professor, one senior lecturer. '-one
lecturer. two assistant lecturers and one tutorial fellow. This information is
as of December 1984.

The general university entrance requirements for the Bachelors degree
programme are as follows:

(a) A school certificate or general certificate of education with passes
in five approved SUbjects obtained prior to the sitting of the high school
certificate examination or advanced level of the General Certificate of Education:

(b) One of the following combination of passes in. the higher school
certificate examination or advanced level of the General certificate
of Education:

i) Two principals or advanced level passes obtained at the same sitting.

ii) Two principals or advanced level passes obtained at different
sittings or the same sitting other than the first prOVided that
both passes are of grade C or higher.
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The conditions in (",) and (b) apply to applicants who have prepared themselves
by private study in the high school certificate level.

In the Department of Mathematics. there is a requirement of a principal pass
in mathematics in the Kenya Advanced Certificate of Education or equivalent. Other
passing grades of mathematics in the Kenya Certificate of Education or the Kenya
Advanced Certificate Education or equivalent may qualify candidates to study certain
courses in the Department.

The entrance requirements for the Masters degree in statistics are the same
as those for a Masters degree inmathematica. In general. candidates must have
taken mathematics as a major subject in their first degree. The first degree
should normally be of at least second class honours (upper division) standard or
eqUivalent. The common regulation for Masters degree applicable to all faculties
are also applicable.

Statistics courses offered in the B.Sc. degree programme are as follows:

1st. year: Probability and Statistics I.

2nd. year: Probability and Statistics II. Sample surveY. Advanced statistics.
Operations Research I. Quality Control and Acceptance sampling.

3rd. year: Operations Research II. Theory of estimat'ion. Time series analysis.
Operations Researoh III. Tests of hypothe3is. Design and analysis of Experiments.
Non-parametric methods and Statistical Methods of Econometrics.

The above courses are offered in oonjunotion with other courses in mathematios
and other disoiplines.

Institute of Statistical Studies and Research
Cairo University

The Institute is one of the oldest specialised institutes for post-graduate
studies in Egypt and the Middle East. It was established in 1947 under the name
of the Institute of Statistics and was attached to the FaCUlty of Commerce. Cairo
University. In 1962. it beoame an independent entity· under its present name.

The training programmes are planned to improve the skills and level of per
formanoe of works in the field of statistics and its applications. Other aotivities
like speoial oourses. seminars and workshops are also prOVided. It is also intended
that such training should enable trainees to train others in this field. in their
respective countries of origin.

Courses offered at the Institute include. Information Systems. Analysis and
Design and Computer programming courses in CoboL Fortran and Basic.

To be admitted. one must be a uniVersity graduate. The fees for the first
semester of study are 17 Egyptian Pounds and 12 Egyptian Pounds for the second
semester.
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Department of Statistics. FaCUlty of Economics and Political Science
Cairo University

The Department of Statistics is within the Faculty of Economics and Pclitical
Science of Cairo University. Students work for the B.Sc., M.Sc. and Ph.D degrees
in statistics. In addition. the department offers specialised training programmes
tailored to specific organisations but without offering any formal diplomas. if
they are asked to do so.

The Faculty of Economics and Political Science was founded in 1980. The
Department of Statistics has three full professors, four associate professors and
eight assistant professors.

Admission reqUirements for the B.Sc. degree in statistics are that one must
obtain the high school certificate and in addition must pass with adequate grades
the examinations of the first general grade in the Faculty of Economics and Political
Science. For graduate work leading to M.Sc. degree, a B.Sc. degree in stati~tics is
a requirement and for the Ph.D degree programme an M.Sc. degree in statistics is a
requirement.

Courses offered by grade are the following:

First grade (General): Principles of statistics, Principles of mathematics.

Second grade (Political science): Applied statistics. (Economics) Mathematics
and Statistics for Economists (Statisticsl Applied Statistics and Mathematics.

!hird grade (Statistics): Principles cf statistical theory, mathematics for
statistics. Mathematical and Statistical Laboratory. Electronic Programming.
Mathematical Economics and Econometrics and Management and Project Evaluation.

Fourth grade (Statistics): Theory of statistics. Stochastic Processes,
Experimental design, Operational Research, Demography. Advanced Statistical Analysis
and Sampling.

III. In-service Statistical Training Programmes

During the third M':)8ti~g of Directors of STPA centres, there were extensive
discussions on practical ways of encouraging National Statistical Offices to launCh
in-service training programmes. During the Second and Third sessions of the Joint
Conference of African Planners. Statisticians and Demographers, it was emphasized
that eXisting training centres in Africa should be developed and maintained and
that countries shbuld gradually set up permanent structures for in-service training
in order to mestthe training needs of the increasing numbers of statistical personnel.

Missions with the primary purpose of reViewing the status of in-service
training programmes and discussing plans for introduction/improvement of the programmes
were undertaken by Mr. E.F. Ching,'enda, Statistical Training Adviser to Liberia,
Zambia. and Zimbabwe; and by Mr. K.I':. Bockor. Statistical Training Adviser to
Mauritania, Mali and Niger. FollOWing are the summaries of the conclusions of the
abov'e missions:
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Liberia (20-26 October 1984)

The in-service statistical trainins pro,,;rarnme of the Bureau of Statistics.
Liberia is conducted by the Demographic Jnit of the University of Liberia. The
programme which lasts one academic year leads to a cBrtificate in Statistics. The
programme started in 1980 academic year and the Bureau of Statistics is given a
quota of 10 students on ·the course each veal". A maximum of thirty students are
admitted to the programme each year. From 1980 to 1982 the Bureau of Statistics
made full use of the training opportunities. but due t~ financi31 constraints they
were unable to )Jtilize cheir quota during 1983 and 1984 up to the time the University
was closed., It· is believed that when the University re-opens the Bureau of Statistics
will continue taking advantdge of the training programme.

The p~ogramme is r)Jn on a daily part-time basis in that students work in the
office,from 8,,00 a.m. to .12.00 noon and are thereafter released to go for classes
at.thq -University., . Transport, provided tlY the Bureau of Statistics, takes the
students to school by 2.• 00 p.m. to alIa", them to prepare for their classes which
begin at 4.00 p.m. and end at 7.00 p.m. Transport back from school is also provided
by the Bureau of Statistics. Tuition feElS for the course are also paid by the Bureau
of Statistics.

The entrance qualifications in the programme are 0 level certificate and passing
of an entrance examination set by the University.

Presently with the assistance of ttle Liberian - German co-operation Project on
Industrial Infrastructure and Planning. a series of training workshops/seminars haye.
been planned. The purpose of these workshops/seminars is to improve the capability
of the staff at different levels. \..Iorkshops/Seminars were planned to start in June
1984 and to end in March 1985.

Zambia (31 October - 7 November 1984)

The. in-service statistical training provramme of the 'Central Statistical Office
(CSOj Zambia, 1s conducted ~t the CSO premises where classroom and library facilities
are provided. The professional staff of the CSO inclUding the Director of Census and
Statistics and the Assistant Qirectors constitute the teachIng staff of the prograrrme.

The Drogramme "hich started in April, 1975 with the assistance of the United
Nations Development Prograrrrne lUNOP) is offered at two levels. the primery and
intermediate level. Candidates who pass the intermediate level are said to be
equivalent to the certificate in statistics. The primary level course. is taught
for six months while the intermediate level course is taught for ten months. The
outPlJt from the intermediate level course have been admitted to the diploma course
.at -the Eastern Africa Statistical Training Centre (EASTC). Dar-es-Salaam. Tanzania,
and others to the B.Stat. degree programme of the Institute of Statistics and Applied
Economics (ISAE). Kampala, Uganda"

The training programme fs' ;conducted on a full time basis in. a formal way. The
basic qual ification for admission to the Drogramme. is Q level certificate with a pass
in mathematics and English plus at least one year workin~ experience in a statistical
office. Nomination of candidate by employer is essential. A training officer for the
prograrrme has been appointed. Presently the Zambia Government meets the full cost of
the training programme. At the end of the course certificates are issued to the
successful participants by the CSO.
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Presently the st~ff of the CSO, who are engaged in teaching courses in the
programme,.are prepared to· continue offering their services to the prog~amm8. They
find that teaching in the ,programme is beneficial both to them and the students.

Zimbabwe (7-14 November 1984)

The in-service statistical training programme of the Central Statistical Office
(CSO) in Zimbabwe is conducted at the CSO premises where classrooms amd library
facilities 'are provided. Two ,professional staff attached to the training section and
section heads constitute the teaching staff of the programme. Presently the computer
science cO,lJrse of the prograrrrne is taught'bY the Overseas,Oevelopment Administration
(ODA) computer adviser based at the CSO ani:! the computer training adviser based at the
Scientific Computer Centre.

The teaching programme started in July. 1982 with assistance from DDA in the
form of an ~dviser who arrived during 1981. The duties of the adviser included
planning the in-service training programme and preparation of lecture materials.

The basic admission requirement to the programme are 0 level certificate with
a pass in mathematics. a working experience at the CSD or other government ministry
or department and'passing an entrance examination prepared by the CSO.

There aretWQ levels taught in the training programme namely Part A and Part B.
Part A is the introductory course and is taught for nine months while Part B is the
advanced course and is taught for ten months. When candidates pass Part B of the
course programme they are said to be equivalent to the certificate in statistics. It
1s expected that output from Part B course will be able to pursue the diploma in
statistics course at the Eastern Africa Statistical Training Centre (EASTC) or the
B.Stat. degree course at the Institute of Statistics and Applied Economics (ISAE).

The training prograrrrne is conducted on a daily part-time basis. Classes are
conducted from Monday to Thursday from 8.30 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. for Part B course and
11. 00 a .m. to 1. 00 p.m. for Part A course. The rest of the afternoon is for office
work. Friday is also for office work and catching up with course materials and homework.

The training programme has a strong link with the Institute of Statisticians
[U. K). Part A of the course is said to be equ ivalent to the preliminary' stage of
the Institute of Statistician while Part B is said to be equivalent to the 1st. stage
of the Institute of Statistician. The Institute of Statisticiaroalso participates
in the moderation and marking of the examination papers.

Mauritania (15-21 November 1984)

The Direction of Statistics and National Accounts has no in-serVice training
prograrrrne but plans to und,ertake a middle-level training programme at ,natiClnal level
beginning 1985/1986 academic y,ear. At the moment a middle-level training cOflrse for
the "assistants des travaux statist1ques et denographiques" which started in' 1983 at
the "Centre d'etudes demographiques at sociales (CEDES)" is in progress :for thl;
preP?lration of the next gener,al population census. This training course is financecl
by UNFPA under the country project MAU/80/P03. It is planned that the ~EDE;; will,be
uSl;d beyond 1985 for a COntinuous training programme of middle-level persClnnelanq,
for .the organization of short .term training courses for middle-level personneL T~

achieve the above objective~ it has been suggested to the Director of st~tistics

~~~ to those responsible for CEDES to undertake the following:

(i) A study of the training needs of middle-level personnel in the country
in order to do better planning of their training.
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(11) Issue an information lett~r,about the CEDES to all ,ministries.
departments aDd national agencies dealing with statistical activities
(education. he'alth. agriculture. national central bank. etc.l.

(iii) Issue an information booklet on the teaching programmes, courses
. <enntents and the admission retJuirements.

(iv) Information to be given to the users on the various possibilities
of organising short-term 'training seminars.

After a short visit to same government departments and ministries. it was
estimated that there was need to train forty three middle-level personnel during the
period 1985-1989.

Mali (22-30 November 1(84)

The National Statistical Office in Mali started in 1982/1983 a study en the
implementation of middle-level ,statistical training in two natiqnal training centres
namely the "Centre de formation professionnelle (CFP)" for the training of the "Agents
techniques" (certificate level) and the "Ecole centrale pour l'industrie. Ie commerce
et l'administration (ECICA)" for the training of 'the "Adjoints techniques" (diploma
level l.

Regarding the openning of the two national training centres within CFP and
ECICA. problems relating to the duration of the training programme have to be solved.
At the same time the National Statistical Office is requested to complete as soon as
possible the study on the training needs of middle-level statistical personnel in the
country. These two centres are expected to be openned in October 1985.

According to the new Statutes of the NatiOnal Statistical Off~~e. as from
1988, the category of clerks is to be a::lOlished., In view of this. the Ministry
of Public Service is organising freouent promotion examinations for this
category of personnel. The next promotion examinations will be held in
February 1885., In preparation for this examination, a special in-service training
programme is organized to allow the clerks to have some minimum knowledge of mathematics
and statistics. It has been proposed that this in-service training programme be
organized on a regular basis within the statistical office.

Niger (1-5 December 1984)

In the framework of an Agreement between the Ivory Coast and Niger governments.
the National Statistical Office Of Niger is undertaking :statistical training activities,
for middle-level personnel. with technical assistance from one STPA training centre
namely ENSEA-Abidjan. According to this agreement. ENSEA has already assisted the
national statistical office of Niger in the technical organisation of the entry
examinations to the "adjoints techniques" (Diploma levell courses which started on the
26 November 1984 and will last two years. At the beginning of January 1985 and in
June 1985, two staff members of ENSEA. namely the Director general and the Director
of studies will undertake missions to the Statistical Office of Niger with the purpose
of (i) studying ways which would assist in improving the training programme and (ii)
participating in the end of year board of examiners meeting together with the teaching
staff of the National Statistical Office of Niger.
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In order to start the "adjoints techniques" training programme, the Niger
government hasrequ8utcG financial assistance from the World Bank. The World Bank
has accepted to assist in (i) the rehabilitation of the old building of the Statistdcal
Office which are to be used for the training activities, (i<) supply of some
equipments such as photocopy machine and type\J,iter and (iii) monthly subsistence
allowances for the students.

The teaching personnel of this training programme include a French Government
Expert. some senior staP-, Jf the National Statistical Office and some teaching staff
of the University of Niger.

Another training programme of "agents techniques" (certificate level) is
planned to be conducted from November 1985 and will last one year.

IV. Some short term statistical training opportunities available outside
the region

The following a,e some short term statistical training opportunities available
outside Africa:

1. University of Kent at Canterbury, Applied Statistics .Research Unit

The Applied Statistics Research Unit of the University of Kent at Canterbury
will be offering two 12 week residential courses during 1965. Both courses will
begin on 5 July 1985 and end on 7 September 1985. The first course is on Sample
Surveys in Agricult,,~e and Rural Development while the second course is on Crop
experimentation in dovJloping countries. The description of each course is as
follows:

(al Sample Surveys in Agriculture and Rural Develooment

The course aim is to provide a sound theoretical basis on which to plan sample
surveys. It provides guidance on land area measurement and sample plot selection
for land area and yield estimation and gives insight into the problems of organising
sample surveys. It introduces modern computing methods for the analysis of surveys
and provides guidance on the interpretation and presentation of result for govern
mental and international. agency planning and development.

The course is. i(ltcnded for statisticians in developin" countries who are working
or will be working. ~n a rural context. especially in agriculture. and for statisticians
who have, or will have responsibility for the detailed planning and execution. of
agricultural or related surveys. Planners and Agricultural Economists are also
welcomed on the course. provided they have an appropriate statistical background.

(bJ Crop Experimentation in Developing Countries

The course aim is to teach methods of experimentation with crops. with
practicalities always in view. in as wide a context as possible. and with emphasis
on tropical crops. Th3 course is intended for those with responsibility for agri
cuI tural experiments in less developed countries. There will be much emphasis on
practical matters. such as the application of trgatments and the collection of data
in the field, and alno on tropical crops. such as maize, sorghum. milcet. rice.
cassava. groundnut, CD\-Jpea etc. The course is intended for both Agronomists and
Biometricians.
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For further details on the above two courses and an application form.
please write to:

Dr. Philip M. North
Director
Applied Statistics Research Unit
University of Kent at Canterbury
Canterbury. Kent. cn 7NF
Unit" Kingdom

2. University of Reading - Department of Applied Statistics
Centre for Dvel'soas STatistical Services. Berkshire. U.K.

The Department of Appli8d Statistics. University of Reading. United Kingdom.
will offer a 10 week course entitled "The Management and Analysis of Statistical
Data" from 10 July to 17 Saptemb8r lS85. The aim of the course is to review the
most widely used modern statistical techniques concentrating on their practical
value. The course content covers Data management. Statistical Computing. Planning
statistical investigations. Statistical methods. Surveys and S.3mpling. Agricultural
Surveys. Statistics anG Developm8nt, Social and Economic Statistics. Design and
analysis of experiments "nd nodern methods.

Participants a,'e exp3ctedto have substantial training and/or experience in
statistics and to be eng6ged or in charge of statistical work in a research
institution. government o·HIcE.• or simEar organisation.

Most candidates erg likely to hav:, OJ university degree or similar qualification.
not necessarily in statistics. Participants are 8xpBcted to be broadly concerned
with statistical date 2,~alysis as ~ell as with aspects of data collection. storage
and handling.

The University of Reauing has n~ fucds for providing finanCial support to
participants, but gavernmants th0t have technical cO-'operation agreements with
United Kingdom can send on '13ho::"7 of part~~c~pc,nts cp;:;l:'caticns for Technical
Co-operation Training awards. Gov8rnment sponsored candidates not financed by
their own Governments m~y ~lso 2~ply for training funds made available by United
Nations Agencies. Advice may be sought from UNDP RBsident Representatives about
awards and application proc.:)(jur85. Countries cov8:.'ed by the Lome Convention can
apply for"funds frpm the EtJr0pEan ECDnomic Corr.l1unity. The local EEC representative
in each country s~ould be consulted for details.

More complete detaJls about the COJrse can bB obtained from:

Mrs. Alison Ansall
Centr] for Overseas Stati3tical Services
Depertment of Arplied Statjstics
University of R~ading

Whiteknights
Reading RG6 2,\"
Uni tRrl KingdOlf!
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3. United States Department of Labour, Bureau of Labour Statistics
Washington. D.C.

The Bureau of Labour Statistics will conduct five seminars during the spring
1985. These seminars will be conducted by the International Labour Statistics
Programs Centre. The seminars are meant for statisticians, economists and other
professionals from developing and developed countries of the world.

A short description of each seminar is the following:

• (a) Occupational Safety. Health Statistics and Programs Seminar. (March 11 -
April 12. 19851. This seminar will address techniques for conducting surveys and
analysing administrative data on work related injuries and illnesses. as well as
the use of such data in developing safety and health programs.

(b) Measurement of Productivity and Technological Change Seminar (April 1 
April 26. 1985). This seminar includes studies of productivity in individual
industries as well as for the economy as a whole.

(c} Measurement of Wages. Salaries and other Compensation paid to workers
and Determination of Minimum Wages and Compensation Seminar (April 15 - May 24. 1985).
This seminar covers techniques for conducting surveys of wages and other compensation.
including fringe benefits. as well as the use of such data in setting minimum wages.

(dl Economic Growth. Income Distribution ,and Poverty Seminar (May 20 - June
28. 1985). This seminar explores the use of input-output models .in analysing growth
and development. projecting manpower needs and analysing income distribution.

(e) Management of Labour Statistics Programs (May 28 - June 21. 1985). This
seminar includes the application of management tools and techniques to the unique
problem of administering labour statistics programs.

In each of the above seminars. emphasis is placed on the practical applications
of statistical and analytical techniques to various subject areas in the realm of
labour statistics. The seminars afford participants the opportunity to benefit from
the experiences of the Bureau of Labour Statistics staff and from fellow participants
from other countries in the day-to-day operations of labour statistics programs.

Participants in the above seminars are generally sponsored by their own
governments. United Nations or its affiliated agencies such as the UNDP or ILD. other
international or regional organisations such as the Organisation of American States.
or by private foundations such as the Ford Foundation or Asia Foundation. The
Department of Labour regrets that it cannot provide financial assistance.

For additional information about any of the seminars above. please
write to:

Mr. John T. McCracken, Director
International Labour Statistics Programs Centre
US Department of Labour - Room 5-1310
200 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington. D.C.. 20210
U.S.A.
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4. Institute of Development Studies. Sussex, U.K.

The Institute of Development Studies (IDS) will conduct a three months course
in Development Statistics beginning 3 June 'and ending 30 August 1985. The course
is aimed at those who are or may be responsible for the compilation and analysis of
statistical data and engaged in statistical operations involving the control of
staff'and resources.

The objectives of the course are to ensure that at the end of the course, parti
cipants have developed technical ability, managerial skills and professional approach
in the area of compilation and analysis of data for use in policy making.

The course is structured under the followi~g headings: key concepts and
measurement, statistical techniques, statistical reports, use of administrative
data, surveys, data processing and statistical frameworks. The course centres on
practical use of case study materials. class exercises and individual assignments.

The IDS has no funds for providing financial support to study fellows.
Applicants seeking a British Government Technical Co-operation Award should approach
the department in their Government which is responsible for external technical co
operation. Such Departments will provide details of eligibility.

Other applicants may be eligible for EEC, various United Nations agencies
(such as UNDP, UNICEF, etc.) the Ford Foundation or the Rockefeller Foundation
scholarships. Enquiries should be made direct to the organisation concerned through
the local representative where possibl". Candidates from the ACP countries are
eligible to apply for EDF awards, the applications must however be endorsed by the
national authorities concerned. Further information on the EDF fellowships can be
obtained from the local European Economic Commission Delegation.

Further information on the cours" is available from:

The Chairman
Teaching Area
Institute of Development Studies

at the University of Sussex
FaImer, Brighton. BNI 9RE
Eng land

5. University of Strathclyde, Fraser of Allander Institute
Glasgow, England

The Fraser of Allander Institute of the UniverSity of Strathclyde, Glasgow
will during 1985 offer two 12 week residential courses in, "National Accounting and
Development Planning Techniques". The first course is scheduled from April to June
1985, the second course is scheduled from September to November 1985. The course
will be offered in the Strathclyde business school which is part of the main campus
of the University of Strathclyde.

The course has been designed to provide a sound understanding of the sources
and uses of national accounts data in development planning and the appreciation of
the techniques involved in the construction and application of development planning
models.

•
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The course is suitable for Economists. Statisticians. Planners and similar
personnel who work in departments. agencies or institution concerned with statistics
and development planning at national or reginnal level. Participants would normally
come from the Ministries of Planning. Industry. Finance. Agriculture; the Central
Statistical Office and State (regional) Planning Agencies. A qualification in
economics I statistics~ accol1nt~ng or computing is an advantage though not essentialw

The course has three main objectives. These are:

i) to provide a sound understanding of the concepts and methods of national
income accountin~ and its various extensions including social accounting
matric8L, ::'1.j..J...J L..-...J;,.J ~l--..J ... ~(JblGS and rEgional account5.

ii) to provide a basic knowledge of computer hardware and software and the use
of computers ill the processing and application of national accounts data
for develCJ~;nant :Jlanning.

iii) to provide instruction in the concepts and methods of macro-economic
planning models and techniques. the estimation of such models and the
development of programme software to run them.

The organisation~of the teaching is in the form of lectures. seminars and practical
work including the writin~ and tp.sting of programs and the estimation and application of
models~ In addition Case study materials will be presented by visiting experts with
extensive experience in developing countries.

The course fee for 1985 is £3.700 of which £1.900 is tuition and £1.800 is accom
modation including all meals. a number of study visits and some recreational activities.

The outline of the syllabUS of the course is as follows:

i)
ii)

ii:~ )
iv)
v)

vi)
vii)

viii)

National income accounts - structure and concepts
Developments in national income accounting
Data COllection and data processing
Con,>,uter technology and hardware
Software
National accounts and p.conomic development planning
Estimation anD application of planning models
Case studies and practical work.

A certificate will be awarded upon successful completion of the course.
Participants who ·may ..lish to subsequently stUdy this topic in .greater depth have
the opportunity to apply for adn,issiun to the M.Sc. or Diploma courses in Development
Planning. These are.full time courses with a minimum duration of study of one year.

For further enquiries about the course. please contact:

J.R. Davi"s
Fraser of Allander Institute
University of Strathclyde
100 Cathedral Street
Glasgow G4 IJLN

IV. News from STPA centres

"College statistiqu8 de Dakar" - Senegal (CS)

Following a special request received from the "College statistique de Dakar,
Senegal" for supply of some equipment under the Statistical Training Programme for Africa
(STPA). ECA has prOVided the above centre with the following eqUipment: One photocopy
machine with a supportinE table and field survey equipment mainly used in agricultural
statistics.
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For the current course progrqmme of under-graduate statistical. training 1984/1987.
the CS - Dakar has admitted two new students from Cape Verde and. for the first time.
two students from Guinea-Bissau. It is hoped that the centre could also admit students
from Sao Tome and Principe in the next course programme 1987/1880.

Institut de statistiqu8. de planification et d' economie
appliquee (ISPEAl. Yaounde

Mr. R. Nantchouang. lecturer at the Institute who was awarded a two year fellowship
under the STPA regional component to do a Masters Degree in Economic Science at the
University of ~lontreal (CLlniJda) has now rejoined ISPE~ after completing nis training.

Ecole nationale'superieure de statistiqua at d'economie
appliquee (ENSEAJ Abidjan

The fellowship awarded to Mr. J .M. Kouadjo. lecturer at the Institute has been
extended for another year to enable:him to complete his Doctorate degree in statistics
and economics at the University Paris I - France.

Institut Africain et Mauricien de statistigue et d'economie
appliquee (IAMSEAJ. Kigali. Rwanda

The fellowship of Mr. J.B. Ntamwemezi. lecturer at the institute has at the
request of the institute been extended for one year to enable him to complete his
course in computer maintenance at the Universite Paris IX Dauphine.

Mr. J. Bielecki, Household Survey Specialist. ECA. Statistics Division gave
lectures on household surveys at this centre from 26 November to 16 December 1984.

Eastern Africa Statistical Training Centre (EASTC) Dar-es-Salaam

The 38th Meeting of the Advisory Board of the Eastern Africa Statistical Training
Centre (EASTC) was held in Arusha (Tanzania) from 15 to 17 November. 1884.

During the meeting. it was reported that because of failure in getting a meeting
of Plenipotentiaries of the main user countries of the centre on the question of
regionalisation. it wes decided to explore other possi,bilities in order to achieve
regionalisation of the centre. The Co-ordination GroLlp of the Mediation Agreement of
the East African Community which has been established to look into areas of future
agreement of the three countries. Kenya" Uganda and Tanzania. is seen as one possibility
of achi~ving regionalisation of the 'centre since one of the issues this group is
tacKling'is that of regwna" Gentres; The centre is actively exploring its recognition
as a regional centre through this group. Should this approach not succeed. the question
of the meeting of Plenipotentiaries will continue to be followed.

•

On country courses. it was proposed that a conprehensive study
requirements in the user countries should be undertaken and that the
play an active role in country courses being mounted in the region.
for the centre's activities in this area were suggested.

of training
centre shou ld
Terms of references

One fellowship of two year duration was awarded to Mr. V.E. Muba. the Acting
Director of the centre. for Ph.D study in General Economics at the University of Illinois.
U.S.~.. His programme begins in January 1985.
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Department of Statistics, University College of Botswana, Gaborone

One fellowship of two year duration was awarded t.o Mr. B.S. Mluni, a lecturer
in statistics et the University of Botswana, for Ph.D. study in statistics at
Colorado State University, USn. His pro6,amme began in August 1984.

Institute of Statistics and Applied Economics,
Makerere University, Kampala

It was reported at the 38th Advisory Board Meeting of the Eastern Africa Statistical
Training Centre (EASTC) that a one year post-graduate diploma course in statistics will

• be launched by the Institute beginning January 1985.

Candidates in the programme will specialise in Agricultural Statistics,
-, Demography or National Accounts. When students go through the programme they can

after 'field research earn a Masters degree of the University.

"Institut national de la plancJication et de la statistique" (INPS - Algiers)

The name of the "Institut des techniques de planification et d'sconomie app11qu~e

(ITPEA)" has been changed to "Institut national ~G la planification et de la statistique
(INPS)" by an Ordinance dated 26 November 19S3. Upto November 1983. the ITPEA offered
training courses leading to two degrees:

- the degree of "Ingenieur d'application d8 la statistique (lAS)"

- the degree of "Analyste de l'economie (A.E)"

According to the above Ordinance, the INPS offers three training courses
leading to the following degrees:

- "Techniciens superieurs~

- IIIngenieurs d'etat"
- Magisters (post-graduate)

Therefore, tho training course leading to the degree of "techniciens superieurs·
is replacing the training course leading to the degree of "ingenieurs d'application
de la statistique".

VI. Assistance to Portuguese-speaking African countries

It should be recalled that, in accordance with the Resolution 4l5(XVI) of the
ECA Conferenc8 of Ministers, held at Freetown in April 1981, ECA proposed to put
emphasis on statistical training activities, at national level, in the framework of the
special assistance to be given to Portuguese-speaking African countries within the STPA.
These activities include (i) technical assistance to those Portuguese-speaking African
countries wishing to establish/develop in-service statistical training programmes and
(ii) preparation of a guide syllabus for in-service statistical training tailored to
the requirem~nts of the countries of the group.
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Missions to the Portuguese-speaking African countries were therefore undertaken
by Mr. Jose Francisco Grace-Costa, recruited as consultant" and one ECA Statistical
Training Adviser, in order to carry out 0 study of 'the statistical training needs of
these countries and to prepare a draft gUide syllabus for in-service training adapted
to the 5pecifi~ co;:ditio;lE D.p. -:;,3 LQ:..!nt:,i2S o·f tt-.3 g:"'~up. Beth the report of the
study and the draft guide syllabus have been despatched to the countries concerned.

In accordance \'Ii ':h the conclusions of .the above study, ECA is now planning to
provide support to two of these countries, namely Guinea-Bissau and Sao Tome and
Principe, A consultant will be re(;ru~~:ed tel as,·'.oc U,ese countries in implementing
the in-service statistical traIning pl'ogramnles,

VII. Preparation of Guide Sy~labus for Professional Statistical Training

Work on the prepardtion of the Guide Syllabuses has continued smoothly. It may
be recalled that twa tea",s (one for English-speaking and the other for French-speaking
countries) were appointed to undertake th8 Assign.nent followIng the approval of the
third Meeting of Directors of STPA ce,ltres which t,'ok place in Addis Ababa from October
31 - November 4, 1983.

Both the English- 'd F~3nch-spaekIng tec~" have completed thRir first drafts
of the guide syllabus. The draft guide syllabusas will be circulated in February/March
1985 to the African countries, intarosted agenci8s and Individuals for comments and
suggestions before a mecting of both the English and French groups is convened to
bridge the gap between the En~lish nnd F~ench syc"e~s. The final revision of the guide
syllabus will be undertaken after consid816tion of tha revised draft by the fourth
Meeting of Directors of STPA centres.

VIII. EEC Assistance to STPA

It should be recalled that a request was submitted in December 1980 by the ACP ,
Council of Ministers to the CommIssion of the European Communities in order to obtain
EEC assistance to S~PA from the regionel programme of the Eurcpean Development Fund
(EDF). A stuc<y 0-1' thp. st:adstic'Jl triOining reeds or /Hri"a I'Jas undertaken jointly
by EEC, the ACP Secretaria~ and ECA as Cl first I c,pcn"e to the above request. The
results of the study W9re presented to the thir.d mseting of STPA Directors in November
1983 and to the third Sess,j.on of the Joint Confe~ence of Af:'ican Planners, Statisfl'cians
and Demographe,'s In March 193" ill AdJis f\,babil.

A meeting vIas sUbsequ8ntly r:onvened in Brussels, Belr,ium, on 17 and 18 December
1984 by the Commission of the European ComC1'Jnities to consider 'the practical modalities
for the implementation of the EEC assistance project to STPA during the period
1985-1987 under the Lome n: convention as the final respo;oae to the above request.
Apart from officials from the Commission and tile Statistical Office of the European
Communities, the meeting was attended by the current Chairman and Vice-chairman of
the STPA Directors Meeting, the Directol' of CESD, the Director of the Munich Centre
for advanced training in applied statis~ics, a representative of the ACP Secretariat
and a representative of ECA.

The meeting vias informed that a sum of ECU 925,000 Dr appro><imatilly US$740,000
was available for the project under the Lome II Convention. Therefore, the participants
had to make suggestions on the best ways and rr,euns of using this amount for the benefit
of the STPA centres concerned. Taking into account the limited funds available, it
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was agreed to include among the first priority areas the requirements expressed by
the STPA centres during the missions' organized for the" joint study. These priority
areas relate to the following:

i) Technical assistance and twinning

- Provision of technical assistance through teaching missions for
specialized courses (national accounting, external trade statistics,
agri~ultu~al statistics. etc.l,

- Establishment of mutual co-operaIion with European statistical
institutes in tI'aining activities.

- Training of African teachers by means of visits to the partner
European university.

iil AssistancH directed towards the Africanization of
teaching staff

- Recruitment of trainee lecturers who will work along with
lecturers provided by external assistance for a limited and
definite duration.

- Organization of practical training at STPA centres for new
lecturers for the centres.

- Participation in meetings dealing with organization of courses
or statistics teaching.

iii) Study tours

Participation of STPA centres academic staff in workshops and
international seminars.

iv] Training of the future heRds of computer
departments for STPA centres

The objective is to trwin the Eor teaching staff so that they will have:

- Sufficient knowledge of data processing to be conversant with all the
applications which can be used in statistical training,

- Sufficient technical knowledge and experience in the use of micro
computers in African countries to bB able to cope with routine
breakdowns of the equipment.

v) Organization of seminars involving producers and
users of statistics

vi) Provision of small equipments to the STPA centres
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vii) organizatiDn Df commDn competitive examinatiDn fDr admissiDn
at the French-speaking STPA centres

viii) Preparatory activities fDr the transfer of CESD to Africa

Although the. questiDn of provisbn of micrD-computers fDr the STPA centres
has not been included in the present prDject. its importance has been stressed by
the participants so that it could be considered at a later stage. In this connection.
it was pointed out that a new request cDuld be prepared and submitted tD EEC at the
beginning Df. 1986 for assistance to STPA under the LDme III ConventiDn whioh is
expected tD be enfDrced Dn 1 January 1986 after the procedure Df ratificatiDn by all
the countries cDnsidered will have been cDmpleted.

As for the prDcedure fDr implementing the above prDject, the CDmmission and the
Statistical Office Df the European Communities will get in tDuch with the individual
STPA centres/countries for final consultatiDns. It is most advisable that ECA be
kept informed of suoh consultations and their outcome.

IX. Miscellaneous News

ProfessDr R.M. loynes of the University Df Sheffield has informed the
Statistios oivisiDn of ECA that the University of Reading may be interested in
starting up a link with an institution in less developing countries. Those STPA
centres interested in establishing such a link can obtain details from Reading
University or Professor R. M. Loynes at the address bEllow:

Professor R.M. Loynes
The University of Sheffield
Manchester - Sheffield School of

Probability and Statistics
Pepartment of Probability and StAtistics
The University
Sheffield S3 7RH
United Kingdom




