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Th. 1'1_ o rientation ot t he zeono.ic Co_i••ion t or Arric a
( £CAl v •••uch in a vidance t oday wh. n i t t a aaad. u p the lI:uala
Lu~, Ma18y. i . - boIo.ed Int.rn.ti~l Councll on Maneq._ nt o t
Popul.ti on Proqra_ (ICOMP) i n a tiv. day ......q...nt l ••d.rahip
.e.lner that opaned i n Afri ca RaU.

In a atat~t r e ad on hi. bltllalf, ICA'. bacutive secr . tary,
I: .Y . "'...)[0 , .. i d that the Co I . a i o n a t t ached. g r ••t iaportance to
partner.bip i n Uia a r.a . --rh. partici pat i on a t thia .-iMr
r af lect. that .pirit a. r e p r •••ntativ.. t ro- 9QY&rnaenta, donor
o eqani .at iona , non~.rn..nta l OC9Ani,at iona , i nt . rna t ioMI
oeqani.a tion. a nd agenci.. _ r. o n band.-

The ••ainar i a an evpr ••• i Ofl or the t .n· v_ r UN Sy.t ........ ide
Spacia l Initiat i v. on Afri c. l a unched a. r lier thi s year to
a cc.l.rat. Afri can d.v.lopaent. ZCA l .ad. the leone.ie Co..i.aion
ror Latin AII.r i ca and t he Caribbean ( ECLAC ) the &conc.ic Cea-iIIsio n
f or Aai. and the Paci f i c (ES CAP I the Uni t ed Na t i on. Cont . r e nc . on
Trad. and Davelop_nt ( UNCTAD ) and the United Na t i one Industrial
Dav.lopaent Orq.nhation (UNl DO I in pro.oti~ aouth- sout h
cooperati on. Sha ri nq a .per i.nc•• on i~rovinq quality h.a lth c a r.
i a an i nt egr a l part of leA initi a tiv•• .

Ttl. i~rtanc. o f the _ain.r is r eflected i n the f act that
tb. 29th ..... ion o f t he Uni t ed .at i oN cc.. I.sion on Population and
Davalo~ent , held e.rUar th i s V-r, devoted ita d i -.euas iona on
r .productiv. righta and reproductiva health , inc l udinq population
educati on and co_unieat ion .

Since the conclusion or the I nt.r .... t i onal COnf e n nca on
Population and Dava l or-ant ( I C'PO ) held in cairo in 1994 ..ny
Afr ican CQl,l.fIt ri_ heve ~n r a f or-u1atinq the ir pop;a lation and
re.Uy p lanninq proqra_a to tall: e i nto account .uch productive
.....l th concem. __re a lCpr e_a4 by the ICPD .
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"However, many of them rece serious problems in improving
their programmes, among them managerial and organizational
constraints, weak. institutional infrastructure for delivery of "
programmes and lack ot training and supplies", noted Dr. Amoako.

ECA has been active in undertaking studies on family planning
and reproductive health care. In 1994 for example, a study was
completed on Family Planninq Targets in Relation to Fertility
Reduction and Reproductive Health Care in ECA Member States. In
June 1995, ECA. in collaboration with the Organization of African
Unity (OAU) , the African Development Bank (ADD) and the
International Planned Parenthood Federation (XPPY ) organized an
Experts and NGOs Workshop on the Implementation of the Oakar/Ngor
Declaration and the ICPD programme of Action.

Reproductive health issues were on the agenda. In October
last year, RCA convened a Senior Policy Seminar on the Social
Impact of HIV/AIDS in Household and Fal1ily in Africa. At the
moment, a draft study has been prepared by ECA on Management of
Family Planning Prograames in Botswana, Kenya, Tunisia and
Zimbabwe. This draft will be made available to the Seminar for
useful comnents and observations before revising it.

Professor Haryono suyana, Chairman of ICOMP, in an overview of
the historical processes that shaped the present population
policies of developing countries, said that the recent ICPD in
Cairo witnessed a total change in the way business was conducted.
Confrontation gave way to compromise; similarity of interest to
polarization.

"It was in Cairo that a new paradigm of popUlations and
development was launched, a paradigm which was so all-encompassing
that it is labelled as the Reproductive Health programme in its
broadest sense, he noted.

The consensus reached at Cairo was the "cross-sectionU of all
the population and human reproductive proqr8mmes the world over.
It reduced desperate programmes into a standard blue-print. ICPD's
PrograJlU!le of Action, the tinal document that emanated from the
Conference, devoted a whole chapter to international cooperation,
prescribing what actions to take in a common undertaking. Hence
BCA and ICOMP joining hands in this seminar.

"It is increasingly becoming more apparent that international
donor agencies are limited in their capabilities and in their human
resources ft

, ICOMP's Chairman added, "to meet the need for imprOVed
and appropriate managenent for today's popUlation and human health
reproductive programmes in the developing countries."

Aware of this
increasingly sought
developing world.

programme, managers
the cooperation of

mor e

in these countries
their peers in the
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