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Marriage and Fertility in Africa

rocess of social and economic transformation associated with
ructure and tunctions of the family. Despite these changes, the

, which vary from society to society, invariably include procreation,
tion, mutuel affection and various productive activites. 1In all f
societies, the family operates within socially prescribed rules

which among other things re-inforce its existence and relative

defined in terms of a marital union between the parents concerned. Although
have received social recognition both in Western Europe and among i

countries a critical feature of marriage in African societies is

d which is invariably perceived as a sine qua non for the attainment

s . . . . % % |
The central role of the family in reproduction, socialization, economic and

social #ctivities was emphasized in two resolutions of the World Population

ization has in all countries resulted in wide ranging alterations i

yas displayed a remarkable resilience and ability to adjust. Its i

. ¢ . . . . . o !
. Consequently, it has been normative practice 1n most socletles to }

M

of full development as a complete person to which all males and females aspire.y
|

Plan of Action which among other things recommended the protection of the famil

by apprepriate legislation and urged that marriage be entered into only with thl
free full consent of intending spouses. Marital status occupies a cehtral?&
position in population dynamics and affects fertility, mortality and.migration$
It is a demographic charactertistic involving biological characteristics which?

are related to social, economic, legal, and in many cases, religious aspects.




: The tlmlng and frequency of marriage constitute significant aspects in
mechanlsms for regulating reproductlve behaviour. . Although empirical evidence A
from societies of differing economic, social, racial and geo-political back-
grounds shows that childbearing is not, in practice, a monopoly of the married -
couple and that a significant number of children are born to women who do not i 7
consider themselves married;/ the marital union is'generally considered the

"socially approved" institution for procreatlon in most human societies.

Analysis of fertlllty dlfferentlals often have to examlne marltal patterns :
‘and dlfferences in age at flrst and subsequent marriages and the 1nfluence of

educatlon and occupatlonal status etc. on the age and duratlon of flrst marriage.

A major problem related to analysis of this nature, rclates to varlatlon in
practices and concepts,of what constitutes a marital union and when.exactly it'
starts. Furthermore, after the marriage act the resulting famlly comp051t10n
in one soc1ety may be 51gn1f1cantly different from the family organlzatlon in
another. This difference tends to affect women's roles both 1; the way they
fulfil their reproductive functions and during the different phases of the
domestic cycle. In this context, it is worth noting that functional bounded-
ness of the conjugal family in different areas of behaviour varies widely both
within and between cultures. Thus the basic demographic‘requiremént for the
establishmentrof rulés of regidencerand_housghold composition which form the

structure of censuses and surveys may not produce actual co-existence patterns

which corresﬁond to the researchers' definition. The effect of this variation
is particularly significant in African societies in which there is considerable
delegation of childcare respon51b111t1es among members of the extended family -
system. These members may in some cases include co-wives if the marital union
is polygamous. Where this is the case, the resulting household and family

2 s i ; 2
structural interrelationships become even more complex7/

1/ Central Bureau of Statistics, Neirobi, Kenya Fertility Survey 1977-1978
first Report Vol. 1, page 93. This study indicated that 23 percent of all Kenya
women had reported a pre-marital birth. The Lesotho fertility survey alsc
reported some evidence of premarital fertility.

2/ The Kenya Fertulity Survey, 1977-1978, estimated that 30 percent of all
married women aged 15-45 were in polygamous unigpg....3The incidence was 8.5 percent
in Lesotho. A much higher percentage was reported in the Senegal Fertility
Survey, 48.5 percent.



- 3 |

galytical interest in the study of marriage and fertility focuses more ¢

women than men. Although reproduction necessarily involves males, childbearir

r—

composition and duration and practices which prevent or regulate child#_

L
bearing. - I

rld Fertility Survey (WFS) data from Kenya, Lesotho and Senegal are ush:
n

ith survey data from African countries to assess the relationships betwh

ifferences in the countries studied. In the second part; the analfsis fo
on the relationship between fertility and current marital status..'Thé'analysi
@8 the effects of marital duration on mean parity, examines the contribu+
f this factcr to reported levels of fertility in Kenya, Lesotho and Sen

data from other African countries are also used to support the findi

data. A fourth part of the peper assesses the relationship between
and fertility. ?

point :

that wamen in these societies start childbearing soon after menarche.

O

1 - B - - - $ - - ‘
most of these studies are not very specific on what age st first marriage is to
young. Thus figures quoted have ranged from 17 years to 25 years with no indi#ation

of what would be considered an adequate age at first marriage 1/.

1/ J.C. Caldwell, - The Persistence of High Fertility Vol. 1, Canberra 1977;i
: : - Population Growth and Family change in Africa,
Australian National University Press, 1968.




The estimation of age at first marriage for most African societies has
in past studies been rendered difficult by the well-known problems of age
misreporting and uncertainty about the time when marriayge starts. Thus, onc
does not know for certain how much of the 5 years difference in average age g o
at first merriage for Algeria, 18.4 years end France, 23 years, was due to errors
in age reporting in Alseria 1/. However, the combination of early marriage and
very high proportions married amons women aged 20-50 years underlines the reproductive

potentiality of the "natural" fertility societies of Tropical Africa.

Although recent data from these societies indicate that early and universal
marraige is common in these societies, there is convincing evidence that age at

first marriage is increasing. The data presented in Table 1 indicate meen ages

at marriage for selected African countries. iy s & .

Table 1: Singulate mean age at first marriaze computed from different

studies in Africa

Area/Couhtry Singulate mean age et marriage in years

Kenya 119.9
Lesotho 19.6
Libya 17.9
Mali 8.1
Senegal (1978 Fertility Suréey) "3T9

(1976 Population Census) : 19.0
Lusaka (Zambia) 19.9
Somelia (Settled Population) 2043 1

(Nomadic Population) 18.6

Sources: - ECA Population Division, Marital Composition and Fertility:

Kenya and Lesotho ECA/PDPWP/1981/7

-~ ECA Population Division and Socielist. People's Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Population Growth Fertility and Mortality Census
Monograph No. 2, ECA/PD/WP/T9/5, 1979.

- Directicn de la Statistique, Enquete Sénéralaise sur la
fecondité Rapport national d'analyse Vol. 1, juillet 1981.

- ECA Population Division, Marriage Patterns and Change in
Zambia ECA/PD/WP/1982/8, April 1982.

- République du Sénégal, Recensement zeneral de la populaticn, 1976.

POPLAP, The 1980-81 Somalia Fertility and Mortality Survey of
Benadir, Bay end Lower Shebelle, Summary Series No. 4, Dec. 1981,

1/ P.0. Ohadike, Socio-econcmic, Cultural and behavicural factors in natural
fertility variations, paper presented at Seminar on Natural Fertility, INED Paris,
21-24 March 1977.




hese data suggest that although a majority of African women marry beforé

the average number of years lived in a single staterﬁywﬁomeﬁ who

11y marry before 50 years of age was about 20 years except for muslim
i¢ populations. Thus as can be observed in Table 1, the lower ages compuf
':‘a, Senegal and for the nomadic population in Somalia are probably i 
ed by muslim culture which encouragés very eafiy'ﬁérriage.among girléé} The
for Kenya and Zambia where the mean computed for the 1969 census was onl

over 18 years 1/.
|
1

is evidence suggests that the majority of African women marry before 2q
though the mean age at first marriage for girls has been increasing |
sesult of expansion of general education, increaosed enrolment of girls im
, secondary and higher education as well as increased prospects for

nt of women in the modern sector. It is worth noting that the mean a%gs

women. The fertility survey in France (1977) showed that about a third of al#‘

aced 25-29 years had married before 20 years of age and that 30.1 percen

of all women had been married before 20 years of age. The average age at firs

that the percentages fluctuate only marginally by current age and by age at fwrst
marriase in the three countries studied. The average percentage is over 95

for women 20-24 years old and just under that figure for women 45-49 years old.
These high average percentages which do not vary widely with increasing age at
first marriage suggest that relatively little time is spent outside merried s-}te

likely to be very limited in all three countries. \

Republic of Zambia, Inter-regional Variations in Fertility in Zambia;‘
Popgl ion Monographs No. 2, Central Statistical Office, Lusaka, 1975, p.l3.

WFS, The Hungarian Fertility Survey 1977 and the Fertility Survey in |
France 1977: A Summary of Findings.
1




Table 2. . Average percentage of time spent by evermarried women in married
state since first marriage by age at first marriage and current age

: Age at first marriage
Current age  Country = , .

15 15-19 20-24 25-29 30+ Total

20 Kenya ok,1 U39 0.0 - - 93.9
Lesotho 97.0 Q5.6 .. - - - 96.6

: A Senegal o7.0 96.7 - - = - 96.9
20-2h Kenya 95.2 96:2 . 92.7 . - - 93.4
Lesotho 95,2 OT.2 -~ 96.8. ; - B 96.9

Senegzal 95.2 oL.h . ok.2 - S oL.T

25-29 Kenya 92,7 9653 L 96.1 95.2 - 95.6
Lesotho 91.8 95.2 - 96 .4 ~ (100.0) - 95.3

Senegal 97.0 98.5 . 93.9 (100:0) - 95.5

30-34 Kenya 93.2 gE.h . GBS T TR - 95.2
Lesotho 87.3 92,8 . 92.3 Qgi2 - 92.1

Senegal 95.9 9L.8 _ 8L.9 (98.1) - (100.00) 9k4.7

35-39 Kenya 9kh.3 95.9 - 95.k4 . 98.0 95.9 95.5
Lesotho 86.0 g2.b - 92.1 97.2 92.0 92.3

Senegal oL.T 92.6- . oh.L (87.1) (93.5) (93.4)

LO-kk Kenya 96.3 93.3 . 9k.T 98.1 82.7 -~ 9k4.2
Lesotho 91.0 90.6.. .- 85.9 87.2 g8k 8943

Senegal 95.2 88,0 - 88.5 86.3 (100.0) 9k.h

45-49 Kenya 90.7 92,6 5 95.6 HET W 96Ld: 93,2
Lesotho 82.8 '3 e 90.7 T2 cito. . 8301

Senegal 94.3 oh.5 - 95.0 (82.7) (100.0) 9L.k

Total Kenya 93.8 95.2 93.2 2 GBI 9010 - 9550
Lesotho 90.9 oh.2 _ 92.9 92.0 §2.3 93.5

Senegal 95.4 -, R o 88.2 (98.L4) 9L.5

Cell frequencies for percentages in brackets are less than 10 cases.’

Sources: ECA Population Division, Marital Composition and Fertility: Kenya
and Lesotho, ECA/PD/WP/1981/T.
Direction de la Statistiques et WFS;
Enquéte sénéuulalse sur 1a Féccondité 1978 Vol. 11, juillet 1981, p.34.
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Alpeculiar feqture of marriage in African societies iy the very close

" identification of the marrlage act w1th parenthood. Thls 1dent1f1q tlon of

marriage with reproductlon is so common among Afrlcan Sncleltles that brldes

are expected to get preznant soon after the marriage ceremony. In order to
- examineé how soon after first marriage women bear their first children, WFS - |
—data from Kenya, Lesotho and. Senegal are presented in Table 3 showing the

ot

interval from marrlage to first birth by women's age at flrst marriage. - These

data a -.presented only for women who- flrst married 5-9. years before the-
surveyy The data show that premarital births - indicated by the percentage of
. negative intervals - was much higher in Kenya than in Lesctho and Senegal. | vt ‘;
;They S ﬂgest that about 23 percent of Kenyan women reported a premarital blrth} |
as compered to 6 and 5 percent of Lesotho and Senegalese women respectively. ﬂ
The da“ ‘alsc suggest a positive correlatlon between age at first marriage a.ndj
the pro-ablllty of having a premarital birth amon Kenyan women and among wome# {_

i

aged 25 years and over in Lesctho and Senezal.

e hlgh incidence of premarital fertlllty in Kenya is associated with ‘
modern ation factors which cUntrlbute to the breakdcwn of the traditional : f}
court~'=p and marrlage system. These factors include urbanization, 1ncreased \
emplo. ant opportunltles in the clty for ycung women, 1ncreased educatlon for 3

women and the very limited use of contraceptlves among women,

. "+ I% is also evident from the data in Table 3 that a higher percentage of |
women married for the first time below 15 years of age reported a longer inte Boi
between merriage and first birth. . These data show that in general mean 1n‘berI:
bgtwee-rfirst marriage and first birth decrease with increasing aze at first

marrisge..

very long mean intervals for women married below 17 years are prdbablj
influenced by adolescent sterility among these young brides. Significant |
differences emerged among the three countries. While the mean interval.from
marriage to first birth for Kenyan women married before 15 years of age was
42.6 momths, the intervals for Lesotho and Senegalese women of the same group -
were much shorter = 24,6 and 25.4 months respectively. It is evident thaf a
longer 1me elapsed between first marriage and first birth among Kenyan women

than among Lesotho and Senegalese women.:




Table 3. Percent distribution of women who first married 5-9 years age
ago according to interval between first marriage and first : - »
blrth by age at first marriage

Age at ~ Interval from marriage to first birth

first - . ‘ [ “‘ghantﬂ 0 fal

e Negative 0-7 8-11 5 2 . 3 i % No. eng To

interval months months Years years years years Children (mos. )
Kenya 2

415 8.9 9.k 1906 221 1T . 3T LBk 8.5 h2,6 168
15-17 2.2 20.5 B3 TESE T I8 YA Tk 5 39.8 hi5
18-19 a5, 7 21, 2 R6:5 21T 0D 1o R0 i 5 22,6 4803
20-21 39.1 22.0 M R 6.2 Q.0 1.2 L.5 30.T i 45
22-2k Lk.3 17.6 TR P2k 3.9 . b D - 27.6 81
25-29 46.4 18.2 0. 5 5.7 P09 1 32 23k 38.5 Lé
30+ 58.5 0:0 0.0 3.0 3BR e 0 5 0e0 0.0 - 10
Total 22.7 18.9 5% Gl 0 Bl ¢ o1 3.0 - 2.0 5% 34.9 1227
Lesotho
7315 6.7 2.2 1 27 R oA IR s P e 1 B, T 6.7 2h.6 45
15-17 2.9 545 IB.2:096.8 11 22 1 Iudin B o GEE LY, 2 10.R 22.8 275
18-19 3.3/ L.l ghaa 284 0 14 B UG 4 10.3 20.5 243
20-21 2 0% 5 T3 BeY U930 I8 T B s 10.1 19.6 109
22-24 9.1 9.1 @93.61-5:30.9 2.0 IBLGHE BB 9.1 16 . o155
25-29 AT L.3 -l g B0 N Bt T e e 4.3 16.5 & =3
30+ 18.2 - g o S - Sl B - 18.2 o S
Total 5.7 5ol 21.8 26.8 9.2 S BT 9.9 21.1 T61
Senegal )
135 . 0.0 2.0 s w3l 5 o2k 3T 10 30 J0 18,1 . 25.4 297
15-17 333 3.7 A8, WET 138,86 S8 a6 2 P 20.h 243
18-19 6.6 i Sl e o Sl i S e o T D 7.9 18.5 5
20-21 22.0 9.8 J2ie AR CR95 . LUBe s 7.3 19.0 41
22-2k 15.8 10.5 £:3 3 A58 L5 - 15.8 9.1 19
25-29 33:3 - 106l G256 - 0.0 - 0.0 13:3 9
30+ - - - - i - 100.0 ~ i
Total k.9 3.9 8.5 A0 Y90S LaNa i i 111 2.7 885

Relate to premarltal births only.

- Sources: Kenya Fertility Survey 1977- 76 First Report Vol.2'Central Bureau of .
Statistics Nairobi 1980 Vol. 2 Page Al65 Lesotho Fertlllty Survey 1977
First Report Vol. 2 Central Bureau of Statistics, Maseru, 1981 ,page 92.
Enquéte sénégalaise sur la fécondité, Résultats définitifs, Volume II,
Direction de la Statistique, 1982, p.82.
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period offexposure to the risk of childbearing. It is also evident that fertility

marriage. These means probably do not reflect the actual situation since the date

do not te
C

also sepa

e account of differences in the current aze of these women. They do

rate those "currently merried' and those "ever married"”.

ana1y31n- ‘the mean number of children ever-burn to currently married and ever*maﬂ&ied

women aged 40-Li years by age at first marriage. Although the inter—-country

differences persist, difference in mean parity between currently married and ‘
ever-married women in each country are rather minor and this is cbviously due
{l

high percentages of marital stability and the universality of marriagﬁ

to the ve

among women in these cocuntries.

ore striking'éifferénces'in mean parity observed in Table 5 relate to

aze at first marriaze. Thus 40-kk years old women merried below 18.years of age. |
reported much higher parities than their counterparts married above the age of ﬁ
. twenty. ‘

is difference was observed for both currently married and ever—marrijj
sugnest that o major determinant of total fertility in African societiés
is age afl first marriage. This is probably the most important determinant of |
in these countriés where the practice of contraception and induyced i
abertion is negligible and where marriage is almost universal. Thus as age at
first maI:iage increases the reproductive period by consequence is reduced and

(ol

this in n reduces fertility. i

However, it 1s worth noting that o rise in age at first marriage ' i1 -
s15n1f1c tly affects maternal health and fertility since the very high health "ﬁ
risk asséciated vith teenage mothers, (e.g. low birth weights, miscarriages, stiﬁl s
births other obstetric complications), are likely-to diminish with increased
age at st marriage. Women who were married below 15 tend to be less

educated than those who marry later. They are more likely to adhere to

traditio practices related to prolonged breastfeeding for postpartum abstinenge.
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Table 4. Mean number of children ever-born to all ever-married women
by age at first marriage, Kenys, Lesotho and Senegal

lMean Parity -

Age at first-marriége

Kenya Lesotho Senegal
%15 5.6 3.9 k.3

15=1% 4.8 3.2 4.2
18-19 4.6 3.l 33
20.21 h.5 5 33
22-24 - L.3 33 2.4
25-29 4.6 2.9 2.8
30 4.2 2.4 3.6

Table 5. Mean number of children ever-born to currently and ever-married
~_women aged 4O-Ll by age at first marriage

Age et first marriage

#15 15-17 18-19 20-21 22-24 25-29 30+ Total

Currently married women - 8.6 . 832 Te5 7.0 Tk T.0 3.8
Ever-married women 8¢5 8.0 7.2 6.8 7.1 6.8 4,0
Lesotho

Currently married women 5.6 5.2 5.6 Sk 4,5 ) 3.80r::59.2
Ever-married women b 1 8 2o50h 5.8 Saffort Bu3 L.3 B Ppudng
Senegal

Currently married women T3 T.k 6.8 4.6 3.8 S.0 5.5 648

Ever-married women 7.3 1.2 6.7 L6 g 4.5 gt 6.8
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ace with these practlces would reduce the ultimate fertility of such woms

lengthu“-ng the 1nt¢rv@l between births. On the contrary, women who marry later
.gn be. more. educated and adhere less to traditional practices which lengthen the
1nterv- s between births. They are however more likely to use contraceptives e
V their reproductive behaviour. It would therefore be necessary to examir

ons in fertility at dlffLrent ages by age at first marrlage.

in Figure 1. They show that fertility is highest among Kenyan women 1[
ies for all ages at first marriage. Although, mean parities are lower;&‘r

%hen for Lesotho or Senegalese women. There is greater variation in

mean parities for women aged 4O-UL years than for women 20-24 years old in the three
countries studied, although as noted earlier higher means are recorded for Ken

women. @ This observation is also confirmed by mezan parities computed for all

irrespeetive of age at first marriage.
i

marriage as a major determinant of the high fertility in those soc1e1tes. Thw

Ffrom & recent survey in these areas indicated that Zambian women marrled“ fter

s of age had significantly lower parities than those married below twem Y-

1/

UNECA, Fertility Levels, Patter . and Differentials in Zambia, Lusake
and Keembe; ECA/PD/WP/1982/13.
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Table 6. Mean number of children ever-born to currently married women and

" ever-married women aged 20-2k and 4O-LL years by age at first marriage

Current age

Age at first marriage

(years) 15 15-17 18-19 20+21 20-2L 25-29 30+ Total
Kenya: Currently married
20-24 3.0 2.4 1.9 1.5 1.2 - - Ll
4o-Ll - 8.6 2 75 7.0 ;% 5 7.0 4.8 ¥7.8 .
Lesotho: * Currently married _
20-2L 2.7 1.8 1.5 0.9 0.5 + B N
LO-bii 5.1 5.4 5.8 5.7 4.3 .3 29 55
Senegal: Currently married
20-24 2.6 1.9 1.4 1.0 1.0 - - 2.0
Lo-kk 1.3 T.b 6.8 4.6 3.8 5.0 5.5 6.9
Kenya: Ever—ﬁarried
20-24 2.9 2k 1.9 L I s - - 2.2
Lo-L4 8.5 8.0 72 £.8 (@55 5 6.8 kO TH
Lesotho: Ever-married
20—2]"' 2-7 1.8 lol 0.9 O.S - o
Lo~-L4 5.6 5.2 5.6 5.1 L.5 3.8 3.0
Senegal: Ever-married
20~-2h 2.6 1.9 3k 1.0 1:0 - - 1.9
LI»O""hh 7-3 702 6-7 h’-6 3-7 ’-"-5 5-5 6.8
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- Duration of marrlabe as a deﬁernlnﬂnt of fertlllty

2
o
g -

I
: ouéh 1t has been st%ted and dumonstrated empirically that age st flrst

: 1s a magor determlnant of fertility, it is worth noting that the oxten‘-
“age at first marrlage affects ultimmate fertility is in.turn dgtermlnaéﬂ'

a ation of exposure to the rlsk of childbearing after marriage, This

cultural practices related to the duration and 1nten31ty of breast—feedlng and

sexual abstinence and more 1mportantly on the time women spend outside the mar ikd

that for rural women in both countries. Increased parity by duration of marr1"}
is to be expected since both marriage duration and parlty are "related to agb. f

show that although mean parties in both countrles 1ncrense steadlly

longer ation of marriage, the Kenyen data suggest significantly higher fertil

in that ntry than in Lesotho. In general the data suggest hlgher rural than“u;‘

PEility in Kenya and Lesotho for all duratlong of marrlabe analysed.

‘Table T. Dlstrlbutuon of mean number of children ever born by marital dﬁrationﬁ:-

. ' Kenya and Lesotho __ e

KENYA C  LESOTHDO

Marital duration £ ’

in gtars Urban Rural Total Urban Rural .. Total" ;H
Xeh ool IRE 1.6 5 1.0 1.0 il
348 o B84 TTE4LE = TR e
5.0 5.1 5.1 3.5 3.8 3.8
5.9 6.6 6.6 5.0 5.9:0 o9 ]
% (& WRR v g
8.6 a4 antl k.9 S8 7 e WL
6.8 88 vl iR B0 gl

3-°6; S-O ll»-9 X 300 302 3.2
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In the context of African societal organizations where the functional boundedness
of the conjugal family in different areas of behaviour:vary widely within and between
cultures, such simplistic anelysis do not take cognisance of the fact that family .
compositions may be different from family organization. Recognizing that.a woman's
reproductive behaviour varies not only with her role in society but also with :
differéat phases in her domestic cycle, an effort is made in Table 8 to assess'women‘s
fertility in the first, second; third and fourth five year clusters of marital union.
Table 8. Mean number of children born in the flrst, second, third and fourth

five years of marital union by sgc at first. union
for women married once only: Kenya, Lesotho

Years in union __Age at first marriage

First five years of * ~Kemya 1.6 1.9 2.0 Ra0 iR o e 1.0
merriage (in union ‘ ;
for at least 5 years) Lesotho 1.3 ¥ 15 ¥.T J e ¢ ) 2 145

Second five years of Kenya 1.8 1.9 1.9 1.8 70508 2T o i 1.9
marrisge (in union

for at least 10 Lesotho 1.3 L 1.4 i 1345 15l 450 1.4
years) -

Third five years of.  Kemye . loT:. 1.8. .. 1.8 o1:85 208 . 1i6 S e B
flarriage (in union T

for at least 15 Lesotho 1.1 1.3 1.3 1.2 A3 08 e 21,2

years)

Fourth five years Kenya 1.6 1.7 2.6 Lgd s LeSoon debinbdindtdanil .68
of merriage (in LY adU TR : - ;

union for at least Lesotho 1.0 1.1 a0 0.8 0.5 10 - .0

20 years)

These data show that the 1nt¢n51ty of chlldbearlng in the first five years of
marriage is sustained in the second five years and drops only slightly during the
third five year cluster since marrlagu. This observatlon:1scommon:unKenyan and Lesotho
women although the former have higher fertility rates than the latter. A higher age at
first marriage for women who married before 30 tended to increase the intensity of
_childbearing in both countries, These differences are certainly due to the educational,
socio-economic and other value-systems adhered to by women married below 20 and those
.married after 22, The intensity of childbearing during the fifst, second, third and
fourth five year clusters 51nce marriage for women whomarried- below 20 remained stable
suggesting that thcse women do not reduce the momentum of”chlldbearlng during the first
20 years following their marriage. This suggestlon is supported by . data presented in
Table 9 on the mean number of children everborn to currently married women by years

since first marriage and age at first marriage.



- 15 -

invarif-ly leads to higher- fertlllty Thls pattern is common to all three co;: ries
notwithstanding the generally hlgher fertlllty among Kenyan than Lesotho or Se%-galeoe
women. | The 1nten51ty of chlldbearlng in the first ten years of ‘marriage is piEJtively
relate{ to the age at first marriege for Kenya, Lesotho and Senegal. The peamg f

mean parity by duration of -marriage is attained after a shorter duration among'f

women e ried after 22 years of age. This appearé not -to be the case for women
married before 20 whose mean parities attain a much higher peak after a longeﬁ“¥uration

of marriage. ‘ |

married early and those married later in life. Thus, women married early in 1if

have a dless intensive but a longer period of procreafion in contrast to women

of the Same marital durstion, those of them who married below the age of 15 yes
reported lower parities than their counterparts who married much later. This ||
analysi§ reveals that although the number of children everborn varied with ageeﬁt
first .?rlage, differences in marital duration accounted for much of the dlff“

in mean parity observed among women iﬁ the three countries.

Polygzam and Fertility

€ relationship between polygamy end fergility has attracted the attentiLn
of many scholars of African demography. Although date on the subject has been

{if !

rather fragmented, many have asserted thaﬁ polygamy exercises a depressing role on

of marriage as a major cause of sub-fertility or infertility in Africa Y, The

assumption has been made in such studies that the higher the preﬁﬁlence of polﬂ“
the lower will be level of fertility because of lower average frequency of coit

of women in polygamous marriages.

World Fertility Survey dats from Afvican arimtwdks swmatatie. JNUG S -__..._-._.#LL“_ ;
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Table 9 Mean number of children ever*bornito currently married women by years
since first marriaze and age at first marriage. :

Years since first . Aze at Tirst marriage
marriage

15 15-17  18-19  20-21 .22—2h‘ 25-29 . 30+  Total

Under 5 years Kenya . 1.1 1.2 13 = keall¥ i 1.6 2.0 3.9 1.4
Lesotho 0.7 0.7 0.7 1.0 0.8 1.6 1.6 0.8

Sencgal 0.7 0.8 0 o B 1.4 1.4 3,8, g

5-0 years Kenya 2.6 3.2 345 3.6 L.0 i A 1082 343
: Lesotho . 2.2 2.3 N BB b 23 T 3.0 2.4 243

A g Senegal - 2.3 - 2.k 2.8 vl 85T 3.1 3.6 i - 2.5
10-M yearsii? Rekyd o019 Loty gy 5.7 g gy 6
Lesotho 3.3 3.7 3.6 T s A 3.9 3.2 3.7

Senezal 3.9 L.3 G SRR P 20 b 7.0

15-19 years Kenya 5.9 6.6 6.7 ; 6.? R 6,5 3.1 6.4
Lesotho .5 5,0 L.,6 e 5 .7 4.6 - gl

SEHEgal 5D 5.8 5-5 4 5.9 7 S, hns 3-0 - 5.6

20-2h years  Kenye  T.h 7.8 T.3 7.2 1 SRS g 7.6
Lesotho 5.4 5.5 HROw 0 M - SR

Senegal ‘6.7 6.2 " '¥76.8 L.6 8.3 8.0 S

25-29 years . Kenya 8.8 +86.3 8.5 7.8 ; 7;3 s y 8,2
Lesotho 5.2 5.7 S0 .k e = - 5.6

Senezal T.2 T.b 75 ;R e T - - TP

30 and over Kenya 8.0 8.5 8.4 e i - - 8.3
Lesotho 5.7 6.0 70 TSN O U i - 5.9

Senegal 7.2 7.6 6.7 i ’ 8 . TOROWT 30

Total Kenya 8.6 ;8 Wl or e i 4.4 b.6 bk 4.9
Lesotho: 3.6,.3.1 3.0 B, P 2.9 3.0 2.2 3.1

Senegal 4.3 k.2 c Wy SRp— % | 2.4 3.0 3.6 L.




Table 10: Percentage of currently married women in a pdysamous unicn
t age Kenya Lesotho Senegal
éB.Q L1 30.6
21,7 6.8 35.5
27al 10.0 h6.5
28.4 7:3 5T.7
33,2 1149 5625 il
38.3 9.9 €5.5 |
b2.3 10.9 6k.8 |
29.5 8.5 48.5 {
Mean pa@rity for women |
Lo-4k lyecars ola T.6 Sab : 6.8 ol
: \
Percentsye of women
10 or more years
youngeér than their ;i
husbagds 22.0 3 1047 , N.A. ' i
- i

ese data indicate that nearly half of all merried women in Senegal wer

in poly
The hi
with a much lower rate of 8.5 percent for Lesothc. It would be obmerved that th

il
i
|

i

; : 1
Kenyan d Senegalese data show both high percentases polygamous marriages and !

higher

rattern ©f inter-generational marriége where males get wiwe from several generaﬂ

below theirs. This practice is sustained because the young ages structure in (il
these comntries results in very many cirls aged 15-25 locking up to a smaller f;
eohert males 10 years or more older than them for marriage ata time when theﬂ1>
male éo erparts are not ready for marriage%/ Thus, as can e scenat the botton
of Table 10, a higher percentage of polygsamcous marriages is associated with w16]

- |
1/ Ke@ya Fertility Survey 1977-78, Vol. 1, op. cit.p. 81 |
EnQuete Senegalese sur la fécondité 1978, Vol. 1. op. cit. p. 81, |

2/ Veky large age differences between husband and wife have also been obser :?
in Ethigpia where the relatively old srooms marry brides whomay be half their age

= a fact®r which contributes to rather high percentage of broken marrieges even
in ruralfereas see P.0. Ohadike, op. cit. p. 10.

ous marriages: The prevalencé i alsd very hizh in Kenya (29.5 perce

1
- prevalence of polygamous unions in Kenya and Senezal contrasts signif$

|

an parities than the Lesotho data. il
\
\

he hish prevalence of polygamy in Kenya and Secnezal are sustained by ai*
ns
|

ntly




R e

aze differences between husband and wife, A breakdown of the data Br Kenya and
Senegal show that polygamy is as prevalent in urbaen as in 1rural areas, and 1s

common among &ll ethnic groups in the two countries® 2/

In view of its low prevalence in Lesotho, polyzemy exerts no significant
influence on fertility in that country. It suffice to note here that notwith-
standing the relatively hich rate of polysamy in Kenye, all indices of feftility
point to a very hizh level of fertility in that country. An analysis of -data on
mean number of children ever born by number of wives of husbands is presented in

table 11 for Senegal.

' Table 11: Mean numbgr of children everborn by number of wives of husband and

by women's age at first marriage, and current age; Senegal

Aze a2t first marriaze

15 15-17 18-19  20-21 222k . 25-20 30 Total
All agres
One wife 3.8 3.7 3.0 3.0 2.9 g .31 N0
Two wives b L7 4.5 3.6 - B S W (3.5) k4.6
Three or more wives ik b 4.3 3.9 1.9 £i5) ey e 4 TG |
Total h.3 4.2 . 3.3 2oyl (R IeY L1

Current age: 25 years

One wife &5 S 1.2 : [0 .0 - - 2
Two Wives 1:9 1.4 1.3 (1.0) (1.0) - - 1
Three or more wives 1.8 1.6 150 (1.0) 3.0) - - %
Total 1.6 1.3 i B, Leal) = - 1
Current age: 35-4k

"One wife ' 7.0 6.6 6.4 5.1 {3:6) (h.3) A1.8596.5
Two wives 7.2 6.4 5.8 5.1 (4.0) (4.9)q (3.5) 6.4
Threc or more wives 6.9 6.6 6.2 5.2 (2.4) -(3:0) “(hs0)* 6.4
Total R | 6.5 6.1 e 31 L b (2.8) 6.4

* Figures in brackets indicate that numbers contained in the cell were less than 10.
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Thete data indicate no clear differences in mean parity by number of co—wivps
for Senegalese women. When all women were classified by age at first marriage,iV
mean parities for those who were in polygamous marriages of three or more wivea&
were higher than those of women in monogamous unions. Mean parities among womaé‘
currently below 25 years of age were slightly lower for women who were the "onyﬁi
wife" of their husband. Among women aged 35-hk4 years, mean parities for "only i
wives" Were not significantly different from those of women in unions with two .
or more eo-wives. These data suggest no negative relationship between fertility
and polygamy in Senegal although nearly half of all married Senegalese women wéﬂe

in poly us unions.
1 LN

The assumption that fertility of polygamous unions is depresssed by lower

average frequency of coitus of women in such unions is not supported by the daté
from the three countries under review. It would appear that past discussions or

this subject have attempted to explain cause by effect since it is a well known |
fact that the sterility or subfertility of a first wife is usually a major reason
for a husband taking a second wife in socieites which place high premium on
childbearing. ' | ' i G

Conclusion

It has been demonstrated in this study that marriage 'is universal practice
in Afriean socicties and that it is usually contracted at relatively early ages

by a ority of women. The mean duration of the period spent by women in the |

single state (singulate mean age) was about 20 years for women who eventually M
married before the age of 50 years. The evidence presented in this paper suggests
that although a majority of African women marry before 20 years of age, there.iI

convineing evidence from several countries in this region of increasing age atQ_
first riage. The data also indicate that women spend most of their reproductive

life in & marital state.

An analysis of data on the timing of first births in the countries studi~x*“
supporEE the view that the marrisge act is closely identified with parenthood ahd
t

that closeness of the two indicates that marriage is contracted for procr-{‘ive

reasons. The significant percentage of women who bear children before marriage -
especially in Kenya - suggests that procreation is considered a very important |
role for all women in these societies. It is evident from this analysis that |

while data on mean parity often shows a negative relationship between parity

age at first marriage, the strength of this relationship can only be establishj




W
Although it has been illustrated that mean parities increase with duration

of marriage for urban and rural women, the mean parrities for the latter category

are higher than for the former. 'The influence of rural and urban residence on -

fertility cannot be adequately evaluated by a simplistic classification of

women by rural or urban residence. A more suitable classificetion would require

grouping women by number of years lived in rural or urban areas. ‘This will

eliminate the problem of ¢lassifying recent rural-to-urban migrants under urban . .

and vice versa.

This analysis also'indicates that the intensity'of childbearing in the first °

decade of a woman's married life is positively related to age at first marriage.

Thus, women who marry early experience a less  intensive reproduction life .
but bear children over a longer period. 1In contrast, those who marry at later
ages experience a more intensive reproduction life which is however shorter

than that for women who married earlier.

In the light of thls observatlonﬂ the total fertlllty effect of marital duration
standardized for educatlon and LthﬂlClty undertaken for Kenya and Lesothc*/
demonstrated that the total effect of cducation on mean parity was slight and that
although mean parity declines with higher education, marital duration rather then

education accounted for observed variations by education

It can be concluded therefore that the relationship between marriage and
fertility in Africa is currently not clearly understood. Childbearing and
employment among married women may be compatible if unemployment in the society .
is high and if relatives are available to care for pre-school children. Thus,
although it has been argued that high wages and more education for women would
reduce fertility, the age at first marriage for those women must increase as a
result of increased education available for them. Furthermore, employment
opportunities must rise appreciably to make the hiring of mother surrogates 2
difficult or expensive task for most women. Since fertilityrbehaviour can be
seen as. a conscious response reflecting the vélue women and their kinship place

s on children, a thorough analysis of the relationship between marriage and |
fertility would require more_objective and less stereotype sfudies of the
structure, composition and orgenization of the household/family-type women

move into when they marry.

1 ! 2 e ! .
A UNECA: Effects of Marital duration ethniecity and education on mean parity:
Kenya and Lesotho. ECA/PD/WP/1981/9.
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nally, the analyses undertaken in this paper do not establish any cleak

I

relati@nship between polygamy cnd fertility. Although about one th . v of Kenya

women @ind close to half of all Senegelese women were in polygamous mrriages, |

analged of mean parities by number of wives, by current ages and age at firstil

marriage do not suggest that polygamy depresses the level of fertility as ha~yr

been s
effect of reduced average coital frequency could be significant enough to affegt

ultimake fertility. It is however obvious that the prevalence of polygamy ij
i : |
| I

polyg{:y would seem to be the result of infertility insuch cases and not its

|
ggested in several studies. It is in fact doubtful whether the assumafg

1.

cause .




