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/L.15 Regional programming, operation restructuring and decentralization imsues

(Draft resolution sponsored by: Congo, Fthiopia,

Kenya, Guinea, Zimbabwe)

The Conference of Ministers recommends the following resolution, through the
Economic and Social Council, to the Gencral Assembly i

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974
containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order and 3281 {XXIX) of 12 December 1974 containing the Charter

of Bconomic Rights and Dutics of States,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 3362 (S~VII) of 16 September 1975,

by which, inter alia, the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and
Social Sectors of the United Nations system was established for the purpose of

prepering detailed action proposals with o view to initlating the process of restructuring
the United Natioms system so as to make it more fully capable ef dealing with problems

of international economic co~opcration and development in B comprehensive and effective
manner, and %0 make it more responsive to the requirements of the provisions of the
Declaration and the Programhe of Action on the Establishment of a New Internmational

Economic Order as well as those of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,

-~
Recalling Surther General Assembly resolutions 32/197, 33/202 and 34/206 on

the restructuring of the social and economic scciors of the United Natlons system
which'process was affirmed as an integral part of the efforts required to ensure the
equitable,full and effective participation of the developing countries in the formu-
lation and application of all decisions within the United Nations system in the field
of davelqpmént and internmational economic co-operation and whic h assigned specific,
additional tasks to regional economic c¢ommissions including the tasks of being the

« main general ecanomic and social development cenires for their respective regions,
providing team leadership and responsibility for co-ordination and co=—operation at the

regional level and acting as executing agencies,
TFL/081



E/ECA/CM,8/1..15
Page 2

Eindful of the torms of reference of the Econonic Commission for Africa which
state inter oliz that the Commission shall participate in measures for facilitating
concerted action for the econonic develppment of‘Africa, including its social aspects,
with o view to raising the level of ecomomic activity and levels of living in Africa
and shall assist in the formulation and developnent of co=ordinated policies as a basis

for pructical action in promoting sconouic and tcchnological development in the regionm,

Mindful i particuler of the importance attached by the Commission to economic

co—oneration w.ong acmver 3tates, pariicularly =t the subregionzl level, and the
various resolutions adopucd by the Commission, in this regard, culninating in the

Lagos Plan of Action and the final hct of Lagos,

Having considerzd the soing auaspection Unit Roport on the Economic Commission

for Africagt Regional programing, operations, restructuring and decentralizetion

issucsl/,

1. MWelccras the report; cxz.oosges satisfaction with its findings and conclusions

and fully erdoses its recommendations;

2s» Invitas the Boonomic and Socicl Council fo consider deveting e regular
agenda item to United Nations system co-ordination problems and needs at the regional

levels

Colis upo: wae Seercucsy-acneral to inctitute arrangements to simpliiy and

e
expedite tecnmical assisiance recruiwwent procedures vith a view to decentralizing

fully recruiiment Dwcrvione o Edas

4e Urgep the Secraovary-Coperal to strengthen the status 2nd functions of the

Regioral Coumidssions Licicon CIfice at United HNetions Headguarters to betior carry

cut it3 represeutotion Dl LilTLRILLNLCS;
Be LUl TC O ollochory-ascneral Lo provide the nececsary regular budget

resourcss 10 casare thav tue mll00s are sultably staffed and otherwvise equipped to
carry ouv ihe vasic Iuaciioas of those olffices, inter alia, the overall direction
cnd uencgewent of its progromne; the organizotion of annual meetings at both official
apd winisterial levels; the preparation of studies; the collection, synthesis and

dissemination of informesion, and general reccarch into developuent cuestions;

6. invites the Director-General for Developient and International Economic
-
Co-operation to investigate new approaches to rcgional and subregional programming
and monageuent of United Nations system inter-country projecis, working closely

with the organizations of the gystem;
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Te Invites further thc Piractor-Somerzl for Devolomient and Interaational

Ticonomic Co-operation, in consultation with vil concerned United Nations organimations,
to czoriine the progress made in decentralization of United Nations activities cnd
report thoreon to the Coumittee for Programme ond Co-ordinetion cnd the Economic an?
Social Council with a view to determining what specific suthorities, responsibilities

and receources will be decentrzlized and the tininy of such deceniralization;

8. Calls upon the Brecutive Jecretary to iretitute, under the azegls of FCA,
regional, subject-oriented, high-lovel imteraszency reetings to discuss common izsies
aired at the dovelopment of firm guid=lines for co-ordinated nctiom townris the

attainasot of the objectives of tho Lagos Plon of Action

Je Urges the Execuvive Dacretery 10 undertcks the necessory organizational
and adnindstrative arrangeiients as recommendz2d by the Inupsctors in their reccommendation
6, 7 and 8 in oxder to cnsurc tact the Comnission functions af optinun efficiency and

effectivencss;

iies of the regioual commissions o increace

]

10, Urgeo the Executivs Scoret
their cuchanges of stafl im order to fosler the vionder scheme of interregional
i

co--cporaticn;

11, Rewgests organizaiions within the United Natioﬁu system to asslet African
governnents within the fromevork of their country programming process in incorporating
the gocls ami objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action into thelr sectoral country
prograraer il mrojects, o udaptin;athem to cubregional wnd regional prioritiesg

12, Invites the Executive Secretery 4o report progrees on the imple.cntarion of
this resolution througn the ninth mcecting of the ECA Conference of Ministers and the
cightoenth session of the Coamicsion; $0 the 1983 swamer scssion of the Economic and

Socicl Council and to the 35th Scosion of the Gencral Assecdbly.



