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I. Introduction

1. The Workshop on Institutional and Strategic Frameworks for Sustainable 
Development in Africa was held at the United Nations Conference Centre in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, from 7 to 9 March 2011. The workshop was organized by the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) in collaboration with the African 
Union Commission (AUC), African Development Bank (AfDB), United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). 

2. The workshop constituted an integral part of Africa’s regional preparations for 
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) to be held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in June 2012.

3. The main objectives of the workshop were to:

i.  Examine and adequately define the institutional framework for sustainable 
development in Africa, taking into account existing institutions at regional 
and subregional levels; 

ii.  Examine institutions, policies and strategies for sustainable development 
at international, regional and national level, taking into account the extent 
to which such institutions incorporate key requirements of sustainable 
development, including balanced and integrated development, and intra- 
and inter-generational equity issues; and

iii. Provide the opportunity to further disseminate the findings of the 
two ECA-led studies on national councils for sustainable development 
(NCSDs) and national strategies for sustainable development (NSSDs), 
and to obtain relevant updates from selected agencies and countries. The 
intent was to promote experience sharing and knowledge networking with 
a view to enhancing the learning and implementation process.   

4. The workshop outputs will inform the Africa report on institutional frameworks 
for sustainable development, to be prepared within the context of the regional 
preparatory process for Rio+20 (see the website of the African Regional Preparatory 
Process for Rio+20: http://www.uneca.org/eca_programmes/sdd/events/Rio20/index.asp).

II. Attendance
5. The workshop was attended by more than 90 policy makers and experts from 
economic, social, and environment ministries and agencies of ECA member States, 
AUC, AfDB, Regional Economic Communities (RECs), namely the Arab Maghreb 
Union (AMU), Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), 
East African Community (EAC), Economic Community of Central African States 
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(ECCAS), Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Inter-
Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) and Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC). Member States represented were: Algeria, Angola, Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Republic of 
Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Djibouti, Ethiopia, Gabon, the 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Mali, 
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, 
Sierra Leone, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Civil 
society organizations, United Nations agencies, development partners, including the 
Spanish Embassy, Swedish Embassy and the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) were also represented. The International Institute for Sustainable 
Development also attended.

III. Agenda
6. The meeting considered the following agenda:

•	 Opening of the workshop
•	 Adoption of the agenda and work programme
•	 Introduction and objectives of the workshop
•	 Presentations and discussion on the United Nations Commission on 

Sustainable Development (UNCSD) and ECA Committee on Food 
Security and Sustainable Development (CFSSD)

•	 Presentation and discussion on international environmental governance
•	 Presentation and discussion on regional and subregional institutions in 

Africa and their role in advancing the region’s sustainable development 
agenda 

•	 Interactive discussions on the institutional frameworks for sustainable 
development at regional and subregional levels

•	 Presentation and discussion on the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD) as a framework for sustainable development in 
Africa

•	 Presentation and discussion on institutional innovation for transition 
towards a green economy in Africa

•	 Presentation and discussions on national councils for sustainable 
development

•	 Presentation and discussions on national strategies for sustainable 
development 

•	 Discussions on main issues arising and recommendations
•	 Next steps 
•	 Closing of the workshop 

The programme is provided in Annex I.
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IV. Account of proceedings

A. Opening of the workshop

7. During the opening session, Mr. Josué Dioné, Director of the Food Security 
and Sustainable Development Division (FSSDD) of ECA, welcomed participants 
on behalf of Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Secretary of ECA. Opening remarks were then made by  Mr. Mounkaila 
Goumandakoye, Director, Regional Office for Africa, UNEP; Mr. Ken B. Johm, 
Manager, Natural Resources and Environment AfDB; and Mr. Ian Rector, Manager, 
Energy and Environment Group, UNDP. Dr. Abebe Haile Gabriel, Director, Rural 
Economy and Agriculture of AUC, opened the meeting on behalf of  Ms. Tumusiime 
Rhoda Peace, AUC Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture. Ms. Isatou 
Gaye, Chief, Environment and Sustainable Development Section of FSSDD, 
facilitated the session.

Welcoming remarks by ECA 

8. Mr. Dioné welcomed the participants to the workshop on behalf of Mr. Abdoulie 
Janneh and expressed gratitude to Dr. Abebe for his presence and for representing Ms. 
Tumusiime. He said that AUC participation in the meeting was a demonstration of 
the Commission’s strong commitment to building robust institutional and strategic 
frameworks to foster sustainable development in Africa.

9. Mr. Dioné underlined the importance of meaningful partnerships in delivering 
as one for Africa’s sustainable development. He expressed deep gratitude to UNEP, 
AfDB, and UNDP for their financial and technical support for the organization of 
the workshop. In the same vein he expressed appreciation to all ECA divisions and 
subregional offices that also provided technical and financial support in an outstanding 
spirit of delivering as one ECA. He informed the meeting that the workshop was 
an integral part of Africa’s regional preparations for the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development  in 2012. He said that Rio+20 would seek to secure 
renewed political commitment to sustainable development, assess the progress and 
implementation gaps in meeting already agreed commitments, and address new and 
emerging challenges.  It would focus on two substantive themes, namely: “The green 
economy within the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication” and 
“The institutional framework for sustainable development”. 

10. Mr. Dioné emphasized that Africa needed to be adequately prepared for 
Rio+20. In this context, he informed the meeting that ECA, jointly with the 
AUC, RECs, AfDB and other United Nations bodies, had embarked on the Africa 
regional preparations for Rio+20. The aim of the preparations, he said, was to arrive 
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at a consensus on Africa’s key sustainable development concerns and priorities, to 
effectively articulate them and to ensure that they were adequately reflected in the 
Conference outcomes. In this respect, the workshop related directly to the Conference 
theme on the institutional framework for sustainable development. The workshop, 
he said, provided the opportunity to examine and adequately define the institutional 
framework for sustainable development in Africa at the regional, subregional and 
national levels. 

11. In concluding, Mr. Dioné informed the meeting that the workshop was one 
of the many activities of the regional preparations for Rio+20. Others included the 
workshop on the Sustainable Development Indicator Framework for Africa that 
would immediately follow the current workshop; the preparation of subregional 
review reports and the organization of consultations to validate them; the preparation 
of Africa regional reports on the objectives and themes of Rio+20 that would feed 
into the Africa Regional Preparatory Conference which would adopt a consensus 
statement for Rio+20 to be presented at the African Union Summit in January 
2012 for consideration and endorsement. He called for strengthened partnerships to 
ensure that adequate resources were mobilized to effectively prepare for the landmark 
Conference.

Remarks by the United Nations Environment Programme

12. In his opening remarks on behalf of UNEP, Mr. Goumandakoye pointed 
out that the system of global governance for sustainable development was vast in 
scope, complex in its architecture and intricate in its functioning; the institutional 
framework by itself covered a spectrum of organizations, bodies and networks charged 
with social, economic and environmental policy making and implementation. He 
said the workshop would give an opportunity to assess progress made, draw lessons 
learned and chart the way forward taking into account the new and emerging 
challenges, as well as opportunities. Furthermore, he said that it was necessary to 
identify the gaps that needed to be filled and what should be done differently. 

13. The UNEP Director observed that in the case of Africa, NEPAD provided 
a good framework for sustainable development and it needed to be supported and 
strengthened. He said that countries were still grappling with achieving the balanced 
integration of the three pillars (economic, social and environment). There was 
continued fragmentation, overlap, duplication and competition between institutions. 
Furthermore, adequate capacities    organizational, human, and financial   remained 
big challenges to overcome. He underlined that the strengthening of international 
environmental governance (IEG) within the context of the institutional framework for 
sustainable development was of particular concern. 

14. He pointed out that during the first preparatory committee meeting for 
Rio+20 held in May 2010, delegations highlighted the need to address the challenges 
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presented by the existing institutional complexity within the environmental 
governance framework. During that meeting, it was also noted that the current system 
of IEG was characterized by incoherence, fragmentation, lack of synergies, inefficiency 
and ineffectiveness, resulting in duplicative processes and imposing heavy meeting 
and reporting burdens on developing countries in particular. A strong case was thus 
made by several delegations for rationalization of the international environmental 
institutional framework.

15. He stated that this had been recognized by several policy documents, including 
the Secretary-General’s report to the First Preparatory Committee for Rio+20, which 
stated: “the environmental pillar is perhaps where progress has been the slowest” and 
“most indicators of environmental improvement have not demonstrated appreciable 
convergence with those of economic and social progress; indeed, the overall picture 
is one of increased divergence …”. In this regard, he called for greater cooperation, 
complementarity, synergy, coordination and coherence for strong institutions to 
achieve more significant and cost-effective sustainable development outcomes.

Remarks by the African Development Bank

16. Mr.  Johm said that the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, which aimed to take stock of progress and major gaps in achieving 
sustainable development in the last 20 years, was an important event. The AfDB 
would continue its support to the region’s preparations for the Conference towards 
ensuring that Africa spoke with one voice at the Conference.

17. He observed that new and daunting challenges had emerged in the last 20 
years. He singled out climate change as one of these challenges. In that regard, he 
informed the meeting that AfDB was at the forefront of addressing the climate change 
challenge and that significant progress had been made towards setting up the Africa 
Green Fund to be hosted by the bank. He said that it would be the major instrument 
for climate finance in Africa that would underpin the bank’s new strategy for green 
growth and low carbon development. He said the operationalization and rolling out 
of the fund would be achieved through consultations with African countries, which 
in the first place called for its establishment to serve as a mechanism for innovative 
financing for both climate change and broader sustainable development issues. 

Remarks by the United Nations Development Programme

18. Mr. Rector, observed that ECA had a long experience of supporting least 
developed countries  and facilitating multi-stakeholder processes and consultations 
and it was important that UNDP and others build on and take advantage of that 
experience. He said that in Africa, UNDP was represented by 53 country offices, with 
almost 50 per cent of the UNDP global programming budget allocated to the African 
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continent. Not only did that represent a significant commitment to Africa, it also 
reinforced why the partnership with ECA was strategically important to the region 
and to UNDP.

19. He stressed that the institutional framework for sustainable development had to 
be understood in the context of the challenges, such as climate change, that the world 
was facing and which required integrated responses. He underlined that governments 
as well as international agencies had to work better and differently, if those challenges 
were to be met. He pointed out that while capacity-building (systemic, institutional 
and individual) in the environmental pillar should continue, there was a need to 
expand its scope to build environmental capacity as an integral part of economic, social 
and development institutions at all levels. In that regard, the experience of UNDP at 
national level showed that coordination mechanisms were more likely to be effective, 
if led or chaired by strong cross-sector ministries such as finance or planning. 

20. He underlined the importance of the United Nations delivering as one, which 
was demonstrated by the results of the evaluation of the United Nations Delivering 
as One pilot phase in eight countries. It was within the United Nations development 
system’s power to coordinate and collaborate closely to get the most developmental 
impact. In concluding, he said that UNDP stood ready to engage in more catalytic 
use of official development assistance to unleash the power of all relevant development 
resources,   public and private, domestic and international   to drive the transformation 
towards sustainability. He observed that Rio+20 could and should help accelerate 
such key transformations in the way the United Nations development system worked, 
including the international financial institutions. 

Opening statement by the African Union Commission

21. In his opening statement made on behalf of  Ms. Tumusiime Rhoda Peace,  Dr. 
Abebe Haile Gabriel congratulated ECA for organizing the workshop and creating a 
forum for deliberating on the crucial topic of institutional and strategic frameworks 
for sustainable development, and conveyed greetings from Ms. Tumusiime. 

22. He said that integration of economic, social and environmental development 
concerns into holistic frameworks had been the hallmark of sustainable development 
since the Rio Summit in 1992. However, results of monitoring the implementation 
of sustainable development in Africa had been mixed at best and disappointing at 
worst. He said that could be attributed partly to lack of adequate, reliable and effective 
institutional frameworks to do the work. It was high time that those strategic issues 
were properly and adequately addressed. That was necessary if the future was to be any 
better and different from the past 20 years. 

23. Dr. Abebe said that due diligence needed to be accorded to streamlining 
coordination at regional and subregional levels to support the efforts of member 
States in achieving sustainable development. It was in that light that AU decisions 
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consistently pointed to the need for strengthening and establishing appropriate 
institutional frameworks to provide coordination and facilitation of mutual learning 
and progress tracking and reporting by member States. He underscored that success 
in achieving a sustainable development agenda squarely hinged on the capacity of 
member States to implement and operationalize activities, and achieve results on the 
ground. The role of supranational agencies such as regional and subregional entities, 
should be informed by, and support those efforts, and not substitute them. 

24. Further, Dr. Abebe stressed that it was vital to accord primacy to strengthening 
existing country driven and owned institutional frameworks and processes, and to 
ensure value addition and coherence with existing structures in establishing and 
operationalizing national strategies for sustainable development  and national 
councils for sustainable development. He highlighted the adoption and subsequent 
operationalization of the AU/NEPAD Comprehensive Agricultural Development 
Programme as an example where African leaders had expressed commitment to bringing 
about positive changes and using it as a means to register sustainable development. 

25. He drew attention to the AU Decision on Africa’s Common Position on 
Climate Change, including the decision to negotiate that common position with a 
united voice, which he said had been promoted since 2009. He said that in addition to 
putting in place a streamlined negotiating structure at all levels, the AU was working 
towards developing a Climate Change Strategy for Africa, which would serve as a 
continental framework to articulate and advance strategic priorities, as well as to 
facilitate implementation of climate change related initiatives at regional and country 
levels. The framework would be adopted in 2011.

26. Furthermore, he requested that the meeting put on record the highest 
appreciation of the AU for the efforts of ECA and its sister United Nations agencies as 
well as for the unflinching support of AfDB for the continent’s sustainable development 
drive. He said that the Joint Secretariat of AUC, ECA and AfDB had already proved to 
be instrumental in initiating and launching continental initiatives, including the Land 
Policy Initiative and the ClimDev-Africa Programme, which had much bearing on 
advancing Africa’s sustainable development agenda. He said AUC was equally proud 
of the laudable efforts of the RECs which constituted the building blocks of Africa’s 
integration.

27. He said that in moving towards Rio+20, it was of paramount importance 
that Africa renewed and demonstrated unequivocally its commitment to sustainable 
development. In that regard, he said the Workshop on Institutional and Strategic 
Frameworks for Sustainable Development in Africa was indeed timely, as it put in 
motion the regional reparatory processes for Rio+20.
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B. Introduction and objectives of the workshop

28. Under this agenda item, the ECA Secretariat made a brief presentation on 
the objectives, expected outcomes and format of the workshop. The presentation 
highlighted the workshop objectives as follows:

i. Examine and adequately define the institutional framework for sustainable 
development in Africa, taking into account existing institutions at regional 
and subregional levels; 

ii. Examine institutions, policies and strategies for sustainable development 
at international, regional and national level, taking into account the extent 
to which such institutions incorporate key requirements of sustainable 
development, including balanced and integrated development, and intra- 
and inter-generational equity issues;

iii. Provide the opportunity to further disseminate the findings of the two 
ECA-led studies on NCSDs and NSSDs, and to obtain relevant updates 
from selected agencies and countries. The intent was to promote experience 
sharing and knowledge networking with a view to enhancing the learning 
and implementation process.   

29. The following were outlined as the main expected outcomes from the workshop:

i. Improved appreciation of the importance of effective institutions at 
the regional, subregional and national levels in ensuring coherence and 
effective coordination in the implementation of Africa’s sustainable 
development agenda;

ii. Improved understanding of the role of different actors in promoting 
appropriate institutions, policies and strategies for sustainable development 
at regional, subregional and national levels;

iii. Consensus on the institutional frameworks for sustainable development at 
the different levels; and

iv. Increased commitment and momentum to support the establishment and 
operationalization of well functioning NCSDs, and the development and 
effective implementation of NSSDs in Africa.

30. Following the presentation, participants were urged to complete the evaluation 
form to enable the Secretariat to determine the extent to which the meeting’s objectives 
and expected outcomes had been met, in order to inform decisions on improving the 
organization and servicing of meetings. 
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C. United Nations Commission on Sustainable 
Development, and ECA Committee on Food Security 
and Sustainable Development, their role in advancing the 
global sustainable development agenda and linkages with 
regional and national-level processes

31. The ECA Secretariat delivered a presentation providing background information 
on the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (UNCSD), which 
is a high-level forum on sustainable development. In terms of mandate, the body 
provides, among other things, policy guidance on sustainable development matters. 
Since 2003, the UNCSD programme of work has been organized in two-year action-
oriented implementation cycles comprising a review year and policy year.

32. The presentation highlighted the links between global and regional processes 
and the mandates given by both the United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development (UNCED) and the World Summit on Sustainable Development 
(WSSD) to the the United Nations Regional Commissions  and other regional bodies 
to promote sustainable development. As a result, the eleventh session of UNCSD in 
2003, invited regional commissions to organize Regional Implementation Meetings 
(RIMs) to provide inputs into its sessions. The focus of each RIM is informed by 
the thematic cluster of issues under the two-year cycle of UNCSD; ECA has been 
organizing RIMs since 2003. The RIMs are held under the auspices of the ECA 
Committee on Food Security and Sustainable Development which was established in 
2007. CFFSD replaced and took over the functions of the defunct ECA committees 
that were formally established for this purpose. 

33. CFSSD, which meets every two years, is a multi-stakeholder organ composed 
of policy makers and high-level experts from government and non-government actors 
of the 53 member States of ECA. The Committee provides inter alia policy guidance to 
ECA Food Security and Sustainable Development Division and serves as the platform 
for the Africa RIMs for UNCSD. The achievements of CFSSD and its predecessors 
include strengthened partnerships among United Nations agencies and African 
regional and subregional institutions to support African countries in implementing 
sustainable development commitments and in preparing for and following up on the 
outcomes of UNCSD sessions.

34. Lessons learned and the way forward include the need to strengthen reporting 
by member States to facilitate the preparation of regional review reports as well as 
the need to enhance their participation in RIMs. Additionally, the coordination 
arrangements currently in place for the regional preparations for Rio+20 could be 
leveraged to enhance implementation and reporting.
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35. Key issues arising and recommendations 

i. There is a need to ensure effective linkage between the global, regional, 
subregional and national processes in advancing sustainable development. 
In this regard, resources should be mobilized to ensure that member States 
can participate more meaningfully in the Africa Regional Implementation 
Meetings (RIMs). Furthermore, African regional and subregional 
institutions, particularly Regional Economic Communities, should play 
an active role in the organization of RIMs. 

ii. Stronger linkages should be forged between the CFSSD Bureau and the 
Africa representatives in the UNCSD Bureau with a view to enhancing 
coordination and information sharing. This issue will be included as an 
agenda item in the next meeting of the CFSSD Bureau.

iii. The linkages between national, subregional and regional level preparations 
for Rio+20 should be strengthened. Information exchange between the 
different levels should therefore be ensured. In addition, coordination 
mechanisms put in place for the regional preparations for Rio+20 should 
be maintained, if not strengthened, to ensure effective implementation 
and follow-up on the outcomes of the conference. 

iv. UNDP should share with relevant RECs, information regarding UNDP 
and United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs support 
to 33 least developed countries  in their preparations for Rio+20. This 
will ensure that the country reports that will be produced feed into the 
subregional reports. Furthermore, all partners should work together to 
mobilize sufficient resources for the subregional consultations.

v. There is a need to address climate change within the broader framework 
of sustainable development. This will enhance synergies and promote a 
holistic and integrated approach to addressing sustainable development 
challenges in Africa.

vi. Countries should submit to ECA updated information on national focal 
points  for sustainable development. A form on the same will be sent to 
the workshop participants to complete following consultations in their 
respective countries.

vii. It is necessary to move beyond the environment sector and ensure that the 
economic, social and institutional dimensions of sustainable development 
are comprehensively addressed as integral components of the institutional 
and strategic frameworks for sustainable development. In this respect, the 
role of key actors such as planning, finance and social sector ministries, 
local governments, including urban authorities, as well as non-state 
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actors, should be recognized and their effective engagement in national, 
subregional and regional preparations for Rio+2012 ensured.

viii. While Africa has been experiencing commendable economic growth rates, 
poverty has persisted. This is inconsistent with the principles and goals 
of sustainable development. Hence the need to re-examine and reshape 
institutions and planning frameworks to change the course of development. 
This calls for taking stock of past experiences, as well as addressing new 
and emerging challenges such as the financial and economic crisis, the 
food crisis, energy crisis and climate change to determine the approaches 
and institutions that need to be put in place.

ix. The cultural dimension, including indigenous knowledge and practices, 
should be adequately addressed in institutional and strategic frameworks 
for sustainable development.

x. Education and public awareness on sustainable development at all levels 
is crucial in triggering behavioural change needed to translate the concept 
of sustainable development into tangible actions and benefits. Therefore, 
member States with the support of development partners should scale up 
education for sustainable development, including through its effective 
integration into education curricula at all levels, as well as through 
informal and non-formal education. 

xi. The involvement of the media in sustainable development matters should 
be enhanced, given its role in holding policy makers and international 
and national organizations accountable. This calls for strengthening the 
capacity of all media actors to engage in and monitor actions and progress 
towards sustainable development.

xii. Gender and youth considerations should be adequately mainstreamed 
into institutional and strategic frameworks for sustainable development. 
Moreover the regional preparations for Rio+20 should adequately integrate 
gender and youth considerations and should effectively engage women 
in the process given their contribution to sustainable development, 
particularly in regard to the sustainable management and use of natural 
resources. Furthermore, civil society organizations as partners in the 
development process and as important agents of change should be actively 
involved in the process. They can also play an important role in linking 
the community level with national, subregional, regional and global levels.

xiii. ECA should leverage the technical expertise of its African Centre for 
Gender and Social Development and its networks to ensure that gender 
and youth concerns are mainstreamed into the regional preparatory 
process.
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xiv. There is a need to take into consideration the economic and environmental 
vulnerabilities of small island developing states  in view of their small 
size, heavy dependence on imports, insularity and remoteness, and the 
high proportion of land which could be affected by climate change, in 
particular, through sea level rise.

D. International environmental governance

36. The UNEP Regional Office for Africa  made the presentation on this topic. 
In the presentation it was pointed out that the terms global environmental governance 
and international environmental governance  are often used interchangeably. Although 
there is no agreed definition of IEG, it can defined as the sum of organizations, policy 
instruments, financing, mechanism, rules, procedures and norms that regulate the 
process of global environmental governance. 

37. The main objectives of effective IEG include comprehensive protection of 
the environment at the international and national level. The building blocks for an 
effective IEG system are: scientific evidence; coherent decision-making and objective-
setting; institutional architecture to implement and coordinate; and coordination of 
effective implementation at the country level. The presentation provided an overview 
of the history of the current IEG system, including the establishment of UNEP, the 
adoption of a plethora of multilateral environmental agreements, the need to reform 
the IEG system, a summary of the ongoing IEG system reform processes and the 
associated challenges.

A set of options for reform of the IEG system had been proposed in a non-negotiated 
document, which had been taken note of in the UNEP Governing Council decision 
SSXI/1 that was transmitted to the 64th Session of the General Assembly. The 
presentation concluded with the observation that IEG was an integral part of the 
Rio+20 theme of the institutional framework for sustainable development and that 
the political momentum for comprehensive reform was expected to be an important 
outcome of Rio+20. 

38. Key issues arising and recommendations 

i. Africa should speak at Rio+20 with a common, coherent, strong and clear 
voice on international environmental governance systems, within the 
context of the Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development. In 
this regard the following are pertinent:

•	 The Africa regional preparations should effectively involve and 
engage all key stakeholders. In particular, commitment and 
consensus among the ministers responsible for social, economic and 
environmental affairs should be secured;
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•	 The consensus position should be endorsed at the highest political 
and policy level of the African Union; 

•	 The proposed regional meetings on IEG for Africa to be organized 
by the International Institute for Sustainable Development with the 
financial support of the Danish Government to raise the level of 
ambition for reform of the IEG system are welcome and should 
aim at contributing to Africa’s preparations for Rio+20. They will 
contribute to consensus building among the various stakeholders.

ii. The Nairobi-Helsinki Outcome as endorsed by UNEP Governing Council 
constitutes a solid basis and should be taken into account to advance IEG 
reforms at all levels.

iii. African consensus on the institutional architecture and necessary 
institutions to follow up on Rio+20 outcomes and to foster sustainable 
development should address or take cognizance of the following:

•	 Africa’s strategic priorities and concerns for sustainable development, 
including poverty reduction;

•	 Emerging issues, including climate change;
•	 The need for institutional reforms and a concrete framework 

promoting the transition to a green economy;
•	 Africa’s regional integration process, including the existing 

institutional arrangements at regional and subregional levels, 
particularly RECs, which form the building blocks of the African 
Economic Community should be improved upon to deliver on 
sustainable development; 

•	 The need for effective institutions to enhance coherence, 
coordination and implementation of concrete programmes and 
activities at national, subnational and local, including village, levels.

E. Multilateral environmental agreements and linkages 
with institutional and strategic frameworks for sustainable 
development

Convention on Biological Diversity 

39. The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity made a presentation 
on “The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011 -2020 – A ten-year framework for action 
by all countries and stakeholders to save biodiversity and enhance its benefits for 
people”.



14

40. Biological diversity underpins ecosystem functioning and the provision 
of ecosystem services essential for human well-being. Biodiversity is also central in 
achieving food security and human health, and in the provision of clean air and 
water. In addition it contributes to local livelihoods and economic development and 
is essential for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, including 
poverty reduction. Despite its fundamental importance, biodiversity continues to 
be lost. It is against this backdrop that the parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, in 2010 in Nagoya, Japan, adopted the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-
2020 with the purpose of inspiring broad-based action in support of biodiversity over 
the next decade by all countries and stakeholders. In recognition of the urgent need 
for action the United Nations General Assembly has also declared 2011 -2020 as the 
United Nations Decade for Biodiversity.

41. The Strategic Plan comprises a shared vision, a mission, strategic goals and 20 
ambitious yet achievable targets, collectively known as the Aichi Targets. The vision 
of the Strategic Plan is that: “By 2050, biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored and 
wisely used, maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy planet and delivering 
benefits essential for all people”. The targets are organized under five complementary 
goals. Target two of the plan is that “by 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have 
been integrated into national and local development and poverty reduction strategies 
and planning processes and are being incorporated into national accounting, as 
appropriate, and reporting systems”. The development of national targets and the 
updating and revision of national biodiversity strategies and action plans  would be 
key processes in fulfilling the commitments set out in the Strategic Plan. To support 
countries in these efforts, the Secretariat, together with global and regional partners 
and with the generous support of the Government of Japan and other donors, would 
convene a series of regional and subregional capacity-building workshops throughout 
2011 and 2012.

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

The Regional Coordination Unit of the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) made a presentation on UNCCD and its 10-year Strategic 
Plan 2008 -2018. 

42. Progress made by African countries in the implementation of the convention 
included its ratification by all African countries and the elaboration of national action 
programmes  to combat desertification by 41 countries. The five subregions of Africa, 
under the leadership of RECs, had also developed subregional action programmes on 
drought and desertification. With 2.6 billion people depending on agriculture, and 
52 per cent of agricultural land affected by land degradation, UNCCD is a critical 
element for Africa’s sustainable development. Sustainable land management can 
contribute significantly to addressing poverty eradication, food security, water scarcity, 
climate change, biodiversity, deforestation, renewable energy and forced migration. In 
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spite of this, countries were still faced with challenges, including valuing land resources 
and understanding the costs of inaction and the costs of restoration.

43. UNCCD recently adopted a new strategy for 2008 -2018 aimed at bringing 
UNCCD squarely into the poverty reduction and sustainable environmental 
management debate. The main strategic objectives focus on: improving the livelihood 
of affected people; improving ecosystems conditions; creating global benefits; and 
mobilizing sufficient resources and partnership for implementation of the convention. 
A programme to support countries to align their national action programmes with this 
new global strategy had been launched.

44. Key issues arising and recommendations 

i. Climate change, loss of biodiversity and land degradation have immediate 
costs for societies in Africa. Countries should therefore integrate these 
issues into national accounts to ensure carefully planned and strategic 
investments in these areas that enable societies to seize the significant 
opportunities which exist to reduce costs in the future by investing 
in avoided environmental degradation today. Options include the 
readjustment of subsidies that have negative consequences on the natural 
environment. 

ii. The implementation at national level of the three Rio conventions and 
national strategies and action plans developed in this context should be 
fully aligned with national poverty reduction, sustainable development 
and other planning instruments. This requires an analysis of trade-offs. 
Convention secretariats and other United Nations agencies should support 
capacity-building and provide technical assistance in these fields. 

More specifically:

•	 Countries should conduct an effective revision/alignment of national, 
subregional and regional action programmes, in line with UNCCD ten-
year strategy and the relevant decision by the conference of the parties, to 
enable better mainstreaming into national and sectoral policies, strategies 
and programmes, supported primarily by the national budgets; and

•	 Countries should develop national biodiversity targets using the Strategic 
Plan on Biodiversity 2011 2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and 
incorporate these into revised national biodiversity strategies and action 
plans as effective policy instruments.

iii. Both formal and non-formal education programmes need to be adjusted 
to strengthen the awareness of people of all ages and all parts of society 
about the values of biodiversity, land and the atmosphere and the ways 
in which they can contribute to their conservation and sustainable use 
with a view to achieving behavioural change by individuals (e.g. reducing 
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waste or consumption) and by governments (e.g. changing regulations or 
incentives). 

iv. Government institutions at all levels need to recognize the role of local 
communities in managing natural resources and should support and 
empower communities to pursue activities that will maximize benefits 
while ensuring the sustainable management of these resources.

v. National focal points responsible for the implementation of the three Rio 
conventions need to be enabled to ensure a coherent implementation of 
the national strategies developed for these instruments in line with other 
national planning processes. This requires that the strategies for the three 
Rio conventions take into account other policies and targets, including 
in the productive sectors. Countries should therefore develop and 
implement coherent plans and programmes on sustainable production 
and consumption.

vi. There is inadequate integration in the implementation of the three Rio 
conventions. For instance, each of the conventions has a different funding 
mechanism. The secretariats of the three Rio conventions should continue 
to strengthen their efforts towards promoting coherence and synergy 
among programmes and activities of the three conventions at global level. 
This will contribute to improved coordination and synergy at regional 
and national levels, which should be fostered with the support of the three 
secretariats.

viii. In order to assist countries and regional organizations to embark on the 
activities and processes referred to above, the Secretariat of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity should enable all countries in Africa to carry out 
the revision of their national biodiversity strategies and action plans. In 
this regard the Global Environment Facility and its implementing agencies 
should support the necessary activities.  

F. Regional and subregional institutions in Africa 
and their role in advancing the region’s sustainable 
development agenda

45. The African Union Commission and the Regional Economic Communities 
made presentations on their role in advancing sustainable development in the region. 
The ECA Subregional Office for North Africa also made a presentation on the role of 
its Intergovernmental Committee of Experts in promoting sustainable development in 
North Africa. The presentation of the African Development Bank focussed on the role 
of the institution in financing sustainable development in Africa. 
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Presentation by the African Union Commission

46. The AUC presentation highlighted that the blueprints for sustainable 
development were in place. In spite of that, there was limited concrete action on the 
ground on sustainable development. That was attributable to the inadequate integration 
of sustainable development principles into national planning frameworks, which was in 
turn ascribed to the fact that the planning conceptual frameworks that countries were 
applying did not reflect the importance and the need for the balanced integration of 
the social, economic and environmental pillars of sustainable development. Moreover, 
economists who led or had a big influence in the national planning process did not 
have adequate understanding of the linkages between those pillars.

47. The presentation underscored the need for concerted efforts to assist member 
States to adopt planning frameworks that would recognize among others, the increasing 
scarcity of environmental resources and the need to assure intergenerational equity. It 
was of paramount importance to find the right arguments for bringing the sustainable 
development principles into the decision-making process to make more informed 
trade-offs.

48. The AUC -led initiatives that were under way or planned to promote sustainable 
development in the region included:

•	 The African Monitoring of the Environment for Sustainable Development 
programme whose products were to be integrated into planning and 
decision-making processes;

•	 Capacity-building for natural resources accounting, for which a 
framework was being developed;

•	 Establishment of the Sustainable Development Forum; and
•	 The Great Green Wall initiative for the Sahara.

Presentations by the Regional Economic Communities

49. Following the AUC presentation, the RECs made presentations on their role 
and initiatives to promote sustainable development in their respective subregions. In 
general, the presentations provided an overview of the constituent member States, 
the legal instruments and dates of establishment of RECs, objectives, missions and 
strategic focus. The presentations also included brief descriptions of the physical 
characteristics (area, population, natural resources), as well as the unique attributes 
and specific sustainable development challenges and opportunities in each REC. The 
following are the highlights of the presentations:

50. Southern Africa Development Community: The presentation drew attention 
to the fact that SADC had developed a 15-year Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan that had been in place since 2005. The plan was being implemented 
through four directorates, including the Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy 
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Analysis Network.  SADC promotes sustainable development through inter alia, the 
harmonization of policy and regulatory frameworks, facilitation of the development 
of regional strategies and programmes, capacity-building, resource mobilization, 
facilitation of development and strengthening of regional support institutions and 
facilitating international collaboration. Challenges include: the lack of functional 
national institutions to effectively coordinate issues of a regional nature; difficulties 
in harmonization of regulatory and policy frameworks, including integration of 
national and regional plans; and inadequate funding for both project development and 
implementation. An important lesson learnt was the need for inter-REC cooperation.

51. Economic Community of West African States: The presentation highlighted 
that sustainable development was being promoted by the ECOWAS Environment 
Directorate. Among the frameworks and initiatives adopted and under way were: 
the environment policy adopted by heads of States in 2008; the Subregional Action 
Programme to Combat Desertification; the Climate Change Strategic Programme to 
reduce vulnerability and to enhance the adaptation capacities of West African countries 
to climate change; subregional bio-safety regulation; and integration of sustainable 
development principles into the ECOWAS Community Development Programme.

52. Arab Maghreb Union: The presentation emphasized that the Arab Maghreb 
Union gave priority to sustainable development issues, taking into account the 
social, economic and environmental pillars. Developments in the social, commercial 
and industrial fields were of particular significance to the subregion. Sustainable 
development priorities included: agricultural development; protection of the 
environment, particularly desertification control; and promotion of renewable energy 
use by member States.

53. Economic Community of Central African States: The ECCAS presentation 
highlighted the investment by ECCAS in the development and implementation of 
environmental policy. Information was being collected to elaborate sectoral strategies 
on forest, fisheries, biodiversity and climate change, among other things. ECCAS has 
specialized institutions including the Central African Forest Commission and the 
Regional Fisheries Committee for the Gulf of Guinea, which handle specific aspects 
of sustainable development. 

54. East African Community: The EAC presentation pointed out that there 
was no regional body spearheading sustainable development as such. Sustainable 
development issues were being addressed within a framework of policies, programmes, 
projects, plans and activities. Those included: the Protocol on Environment and 
Natural Resources Management; the Protocol on Sustainable Development of the 
Lake Victoria Basin; regional environmental impact assessment guidelines for shared 
ecosystems; EAC development strategies; the EAC Climate Change Policy, Rural 
Development Policy, Strategy and Food Security Action Plan and the EAC Social 
Development Policy Framework.
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55. Inter-Governmental Authority on Development: The IGAD presentation 
emphasized that the mission of IGAD was aimed at assisting member States to 
achieve regional integration through closer cooperation in the areas of economic 
cooperation and social development. Among the key areas of intervention outlined 
were strengthening the utilization of trans-boundary natural resources; promoting the 
use of renewable energy; and promoting the rational use of fresh water. Projects were 
also under way for climate prediction, social protection, food security and disaster 
preparedness.

56. Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa: COMESA was using 
a medium-term strategic planning system to promote sustainable development. 
The strategic plan was developed through a consultative process. The 2011-2015 
strategic plan aims at an operational common market in six strategic priority areas, 
namely: removal of barriers to factor mobility; building competitive productive 
capacity; addressing supply-side constraints related infrastructure; peace and security; 
institutional development; and integration of cross-cutting issues including gender, 
youth, socio-environmental health, climate change, knowledge society, statistics and 
aid for trade. Agriculture was given a special focus. In order to make agriculture and 
the industrial development associated with it sustainable, COMESA agricultural 
development strategy has been closely linked to addressing climate change.

Presentation by ECA Subregional Office for North Africa

57. The presentation by the ECA Subregional Office for North Africa  was 
entitled “The Intergovernmental Committee of Experts, a tool to promote sustainable 
development: the experience of ECA North Africa Office”.

58. The presentation highlighted that the North Africa subregion had registered 
progress towards sustainable development, but a lot more effort was needed and 
many challenges remained. The presentation provided a short description of the 
sustainable development situation in the region and the role of the Intergovernmental 
Committee of Experts in fostering sustainable development. The previous meeting 
of the intergovernmental body had been held under the theme, “The role of the 
State in managing development”. The presentation also highlighted the challenges in 
promoting sustainable development, which included the complexity of the notion, 
lack of synergy between the institutions at different levels, and lack of integration of 
the sustainable development pillars. 

59. The presentation concluded by proposing several recommendations:

•	 Institutionalize the integration of sustainable development in the 
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts;

•	 Define a concrete framework including data and precise indicators for 
assessing progress on sustainable development; 
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•	 Strengthen integrated analysis of the economic, social and environmental 
pillars in policy development and implementation; and 

•	 Put in place a mechanism to follow up the progress or remaining gaps 
towards sustainable development in the subregion.

Presentation by the African Development Bank

60. The AfDB presentation drew attention to the bank’s medium-term strategic 
vision “to provide high-impact, well-focused development assistance and solutions”. 
The bank’s vision guides its global, sector, country and regional strategies. The objective 
of the bank’s Green Growth Strategy is to ensure sustainable and equitable economic 
growth and climate and environment protection, and to support a low carbon intensive 
development and ensure sustainability. It is also intended to strengthen the bank’s 
medium term strategy and sector strategies, and support its existing climate change 
policies for climate resilient and low carbon development. The presentation provided 
an overview of the bank’s financing instruments, which place emphasis on a results-
based approach using well-defined indicators for measuring success.

61. Key issues arising and recommendations 

i. Countries and RECs are confronted with the challenge of achieving a 
balanced integration of the social, economic and environmental pillars 
of sustainable development in planning, budgeting and implementation 
of plans and programmes. In this regard, AUC in collaboration with 
ECA, UNEP and AfDB should develop and implement a comprehensive 
capacity-building programme to strengthen the capacity of RECs and 
member States in the application of integration tools such as natural 
resources accounting, economic valuation of environmental and 
natural resources, environmental and social impact assessment, strategic 
environmental assessment and other integration tools.

ii. Limited financing is a persistent constraint in the implementation of 
sustainable development plans and programmes at subregional, national 
and local levels. AUC and ECA, with the support of AfDB, should analyse 
and elaborate possible mechanisms for financing sustainable development 
programmes taking into account the region’s specificities and priorities. 
Moreover, national, subregional and regional parliaments should be 
actively engaged in the formulation of plans and programmes to enhance 
policy level ownership and commitment to funding.

iii. Sustainable development indicator frameworks are crucial to promoting 
sustainable development and in particular, articulating the linkages 
among the different sectors. AUC in collaboration with ECA, AfDB and 
UNEP should step up programmes to promote the development and use 
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of sustainable development indicator frameworks at regional, subregional 
and national levels.

iv. RECs are at varying stages in establishing adequate institutional and 
strategic frameworks for sustainable development. Nevertheless some 
good practices have emerged from the implementation of sustainable 
development-related programmes, which other RECs could learn from 
to accelerate the implementation progress. In this respect, AUC and 
its partners should create a platform for RECs to share best practices, 
exchange information and enhance the learning process.

v. AUC should leverage its technical organs, including the African Ministerial 
Conference on the Environment (AMCEN), the African Ministerial 
Council on Water (AMCOW), and AUC/ECA joint meetings of ministers 
of finance, planning and economic development to promote coherence 
and integration in the development and implementation of programmes.

vi. RECs can play an important role in spurring the establishment and 
development of institutional and strategic frameworks for sustainable 
development, as well as in ensuring their effective operationalization 
and implementation. They should, therefore, be supported to enhance 
institutional coherence and harmonize relevant development policies, 
plans and programmes among their member States.

G. The New Partnership for Africa’s Development as a 
framework for sustainable development in Africa

62. The presentation made by ECA Secretariat outlined the role of NEPAD, which 
was established as a socioeconomic development framework in 2001, seeking among 
other things to eradicate poverty and place African countries on a path of sustainable 
growth and development. NEPAD priority areas included agriculture and food 
security, education and training, environment and tourism, infrastructure, health, 
trade and market access, science and technology, governance, gender and civil society.

63. NEPAD has seven major frameworks/programmes including the Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development Programme, Action Plan for Environment Initiative, 
Infrastructure Short Term Action Plan, Framework for Water and Energy, Capacity 
Development Strategic Framework and frameworks on education, health and 
information, communication and technology. 

64. In assessing NEPAD as a sustainable development framework for Africa, 
ECA used the following principles: country ownership and commitment; integrated 
economic, social and environmental objectives across sectors, territories and generations; 
broad participation and effective partnerships; development of capacity and enabling 
environment; and focus on outcomes and means of implementation. The assessment 
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concluded that overall NEPAD was designed as a sustainable programme, particularly 
in terms of being African led and owned. It entailed active participation of civil society 
organizations and the private sector, although with variations across priority areas. 
Furthermore, it was based on strong partnerships, including with the United Nations 
system, the donor community, and African subregional and continental organizations.

65. The presentation highlighted the results of an analysis of the NEPAD 
Infrastructure Programme against the sustainability principles, which showed a mixed 
picture. The main lesson learnt regarding the implementation of NEPAD was that 
the championing of programmes by eminent personalities has helped enhance the 
implementation progress. In that regard, the concept should be extended to more 
projects. Another important lesson learnt was that sustained effort was needed in 
communicating the achievements of the programme.

66. Key issues arising and recommendations 

i. AUC and NPCA/AU, AfDB and United Nations agencies that are 
providing support to the implementation of NEPAD programmes should 
establish effective outreach and communication channels with RECs 
and countries and step up information dissemination to enhance public 
awareness of NEPAD, including its vision, processes, main interventions, 
implementation criteria, achievements and success stories at regional, 
national and subnational level. This will contribute to enhanced ownership 
and buy-in to NEPAD programmes.

ii. NPCA/AU with the support of African regional institutions should 
develop results-based, and monitoring and evaluation frameworks for 
all programmes/projects to ensure accountability and facilitate objective 
reporting of progress and achievements.

iii. NPCA/AU, AfDB and United Nations agencies supporting NEPAD 
implementation should strengthen and promote integration of the different 
dimensions of sustainable development, as well as institutional, including 
cross-sectoral, collaboration and coordination in the implementation of 
NEPAD programmes and action plans.

iv. AUC and NPCA/AU should provide RECs and African countries with 
guidance frameworks for developing and implementing sustainable 
development plans and programmes.

v. In order to avoid over-reliance on the donor community for funds to 
implement NEPAD projects, AUC, NPCA/AU and their collaborating 
partners should promote ownership of NEPAD at all levels and secure 
political and policy commitment from African countries to budget for and 
provide adequate funding for NEPAD programmes.
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vi. The identification of champions is essential to ensuring sustainability 
and enhancing the implementation of NEPAD projects. The concept of 
“champions” should therefore be promoted by all stakeholders in fostering 
sustainable development.

H. Institutional innovation for transition towards a green 
economy

67. The presentation by UNEP Regional Office for Africa began with a definition 
of the green economy as follows: A green economy is one that results in increased human 
well-being and social equity, while significantly reducing environmental risks and ecological 
scarcities. The pursuit of a green economy was a timely response to multiple crises and 
accelerating resource scarcity, and was regarded as the economic vehicle for sustainable 
development that could drive growth, create jobs and reduce poverty without creating 
environmental risk. 

68. African leaders had already embraced the green economy concept as 
exemplified in several declarations and resolutions. Institutional innovations aimed 
at improving the service delivery mechanism and bringing about efficiency, equity 
and sustainability were necessary and regulators and policy makers could be catalysts 
in driving innovations. The requirements for institutional innovations are, namely: 
all members of society contributing to creating an enabling social environment; 
increased public awareness of low-carbon production and consumption; building legal 
and policy systems to provide support to green economic development; achieving 
particular progress in the main sectors and regions; and promoting experiences from 
developing a low-carbon economy. 

69. Institutions that could play important roles in the African green economy 
process include regional and subregional bodies, namely AU with its technical organs 
such as AMCEN and AMCOW, AfDB and RECs. At the national level actors include 
ministries and agencies responsible for finance, planning, environment, water, energy 
and agriculture among others. Other actors include local governments, research 
institutions, non-governmental and community-based organizations, international 
organizations and United Nations agencies. To make it happen, there is need for 
programmatic approaches to institutional innovation, identification of strategic entry 
points, mainstreaming green economy and appropriate institutional innovations into 
policy process, and building implementation support. 

70. Key issues arising and recommendations 

i. In order to accelerate a shift towards a greener development path, there 
is need to demonstrate at country level the economic case for departing 
from business as usual. In order to facilitate this, specific analytical studies 
should be undertaken at country/sector level to provide figures that can 
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support the social, environmental and economic arguments for the shift 
in paradigm. Moreover, it is necessary to identify and prioritize key sectors 
where each country should focus its green growth interventions taking 
into account win-win options, as well as low-hanging fruits that can help 
build a compelling case for a green economy.

ii. The above notwithstanding, there are many opportunities in Africa for 
exploiting, in a sustainable manner, its rich natural resources, while at the 
same time promoting sustainable and inclusive economic growth. Good 
examples of green economy opportunities, such as organic agriculture, 
abound in the region. There is, however, need for mechanisms to scale up 
these good practices to contribute to addressing the continent’s priority 
concerns and interests regarding sustainable development. 

iii. Countries need to put in place a favourable regulatory framework and 
create an enabling environment at the national level, including by 
providing the right economic incentives that allow all actors, especially 
the private sector, to play their role in the transition to a green economy.

iv. Partnership arrangements between AUC, AfDB, ECA, UNEP and 
UNDP should be strengthened to leverage their comparative advantages 
to provide coherent and strong support to RECs and African countries in 
reshaping the institutional architecture in order to achieve a favourable 
transition to a green economy.

I. Transboundary management of shared 
environmental resources

71. The UNDP-Johannesburg Regional Environment Project made a presentation 
entitled “Review of Regional Mechanisms for Managing Shared Environmental 
Resources in Sub-Saharan Africa”, outlining the UNDP Regional Environment Project, 
its expected outcomes, coverage, partners and activities, as well as the relevance of 
transboundary initiatives in Africa. Challenges confronting the project included policy 
inconsistencies, inadequate policy and programme coordination and implementation 
capacities, community marginalization and inter-State inequities in the distribution 
of benefits.

72. With specific reference to the regional preparations for Rio+20, the 
presentation outlined a draft plan of work, which included the preparation of five 
subregional review reports on the status of regional mechanisms for managing shared 
environmental resources. The findings of the reports would feed into the subregional 
review reports being prepared under the leadership of RECs as part of the Africa 
regional preparations for Rio+20.  
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73. Key issues arising and recommendations 

i. The activities of UNDP Regional Environment Project rely on partnerships 
with existing organizations in the region and build on ongoing activities. 
UNDP should therefore seek to ensure that activities are sustained 
following the end of the project, and that partner organizations have sound 
monitoring and evaluation strategies in place. Information on the project 
should be shared with collaborating partners and other stakeholders, 
including subregional and regional organizations and United Nations and 
other organizations in the region to enable them to effectively play their 
respective roles and enhance coordination of activities.

ii. UNDP Regional Environment Project will contribute to the subregional 
preparations for Rio+20 being spearheaded by RECs with the support 
of AfDB and ECA. This will be done using ECA as an entry point. The 
exact nature of this support will be defined in consultation with relevant 
partners.

J. National councils for sustainable development in 
Africa

74. In the presentation, the ECA Secretariat provided the genesis of NCSDs including 
the call made at UNCED for governments to establish national coordinating 
entities for sustainable development and at WSSD, urging States to continue 
promoting coherent and coordinated approaches for sustainable development. 
Given that the institutional framework for sustainable development is one of the 
Rio+20 themes, it was deemed fitting to share the findings of the ECA study on 
NCSDs. 

75. The objectives of the study were to: take stock of the establishment of NCSDs; 
assess their functioning; share experience and knowledge networks; and review to 
a certain extent, policies, strategies, plans and legislation. The study also reviewed 
the funding and implementation experiences in operationalizing sustainable 
development. The study findings provided valuable information on the status 
of NCSDs established, their mandates and activities, location and the extent of 
decentralization. 

76. Threats and setbacks to effectively operationalizing sustainable development in 
Africa included conflicting or overlapping mandates or legislation resulting in 
institutional rivalries and parallel processes, slow integration of environmental 
concerns in development plans and lack of integration of the three pillars of 
sustainable development. Opportunities identified included existence of political 
will and policies and other strategic frameworks that addressed sustainable 
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development issues. Moreover partnerships for sustainable development had been 
developed and international and donor support was being provided.

77. Overall the study found that NCSDs had been established and instruments 
and mechanisms were being put in place. However, the nature of those institutions 
did not adequately fulfil the role of NCSDs, due to environmental bias. It was 
therefore recommended that NCSDs needed to be strengthened to enable the effective 
integration of the three pillars of sustainable development. The presentation ended 
with the following questions: 

•	 Have NCSDs been functioning well, and are they still relevant?
•	 Should they be scrapped?
•	 If yes, why, and what is a viable alternative?
•	 If no, why not, and how could they be strengthened and made relevant?

78. Key issues arising and recommendations 

i. Since the publication of the ECA study report on NCSDs in Africa, 
national institutional arrangements for coordinating sustainable 
development have evolved in some countries, but not others. Countries 
recognized the important role of such bodies and the need to strengthen 
national institutions to coordinate and promote sustainable development. 
Therefore:

ii. Countries should establish and strengthen national coordinating bodies for 
sustainable development, taking into account the national development 
planning process and country specificities. In doing so, the following 
should be borne in mind:

•	 The composition (multi-stakeholder and multidisciplinary) and 
need for clear mandates consistent with the recognized roles and 
responsibilities of an effective NCSD; and 

•	 The need to equip the body with sustainable development indicator 
frameworks to form a basis for integrative planning and monitoring 
and evaluation of progress towards sustainable development.   

iii. ECA in collaboration with regional and subregional organizations should 
assist countries to establish and operationalize effective institutional 
frameworks to coordinate and promote sustainable development. Towards 
this end, it is necessary to undertake a review of existing institutional 
arrangements to inform decisions on strengthening institutions to 
effectively respond to the national sustainable development agenda. 

iv. In addition to a national coordinating body for sustainable development, 
there is a need for countries to provide ECA and partners with information 
on national focal points for sustainable development. In doing so, it 
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is important to recognize the important role of planning ministries in 
sustainable development planning.

v. The Africa report on the institutional frameworks for sustainable 
development should be informed by the recommendations of the 
workshop, information and reports provided by member States and 
African regional and subregional organizations.

K. National strategies for sustainable development in 
Africa

79. The presentation made by the ECA Secretariat highlighted the recommendations 
made at UNCED in 1992, WSSD in 2002, and the World Summit in 2005 for 
countries to prepare and implement NSSDs. Rio+20 would address NSSDs in the 
context of its theme on institutional frameworks for sustainable development. That 
would provide an opportunity to share the findings of the ECA assessment of the 
development and implementation of NSSDs in Africa.

80. The objectives of the ECA study were to assess the status of development 
and implementation of NSSDs, including good practices and lessons learned, and to 
promote experience sharing and knowledge networking. The study was conducted in 
two phases. The first entailed a general appraisal of the NSSD process in Africa through 
a questionnaire and the second was an in-depth assessment of strategy type, content and 
process through case studies conducted in five countries. The presentation highlighted 
the key study findings, including in the following areas: NSSD development and 
implementation status; monitoring and evaluation; and linkages to other development 
planning frameworks.

81. Key conclusions and recommendations included:

•	 There is no one size fits all regarding the NSSD process. The approach 
used should be informed by the specific country context, but should 
ensure the integration of sustainability principles in strategy development 
and implementation;

•	 Monitoring and evaluation strategies are valuable and have led to 
significant improvements in the development and implementation of 
NSSDs;

•	 Time frame and coherence of development frameworks are important. 
Additionally, NSSDs should address both intra- and inter-generational 
aspects, and be embedded into national long-term visions or strategies;

•	 Ownership, commitment, political leadership, and broad-based 
participation, including involvement of ministries responsible for finance 
and planning are crucial; and



28

•	 Balanced integration of the three pillars of sustainable development is 
critical for success, ownership and commitment.

82. Key issues arising and recommendations 

i. Ministries responsible for planning should take a leadership role in 
the NSSD process and ensure a balanced integration of the different 
dimensions of sustainable development in strategy development and 
implementation.

ii. Countries should avoid multiplicity, duplication and fragmentation 
of development strategies, and ensure coherence and effective linkages 
between local, sectoral, medium-term and long-term development 
strategies. The NSSD should as much as possible be linked with the 
budget process.

iii. Climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies, programmes and 
activities should be conceived, formulated and implemented with the 
broad framework of policies, strategies and programmes on sustainable 
development at national, subregional and regional levels.  

iv. Monitoring and evaluation are key components of an NSSD process. 
Countries should develop and use indicators that cover the different 
dimensions of sustainable development, including indicators of integration 
to enable an objective assessment of progress and achievements. 

v. Countries do not necessarily have to develop new strategies and 
programmes. What is important is to regularly review and revise strategies 
to achieve better integration and to incorporate lessons learnt, as well as 
new and emerging issues, in line with the principle of continuous learning 
and improvement.

vi. ECA and partners should support member countries in rethinking and 
aligning their development strategies with sustainable development 
objectives. In doing so, there is a need to be sensitive to the political 
dimensions of national development plans, as they can influence 
sustainable development objectives.

vii. The governance dimension of sustainable development should be 
adequately addressed in all processes, decisions and actions aimed at 
advancing sustainable development in the region.

viii. Partnership among countries must be strengthened. Countries should 
be provided with a platform for information and experience sharing on 
NSSDs to enhance the learning process.

ix. Countries should provide ECA with updated information on the 
development and implementation of NSSDs. 
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L. Round table of RECs

83. The representatives of RECs present held round-table discussions at the 
margins of the workshop. 

84. Key issues arising and recommendations 

i. Member States are invited to provide inputs to the relevant RECs and, 
where feasible, prepare national reports to feed into the subregional 
preparations for Rio+20. 

ii. AUC, AfDB and ECA in the context of the joint secretariat should 
spearhead the development and implementation of a comprehensive 
programme on sustainable development to support RECs and member 
States in implementing their sustainable development priorities, including 
the outcomes of Rio+20.

M. Next steps and the way forward

85. The ECA Secretariat led the presentation on the next steps, which were agreed 
upon as follows:

i. The national focal points’ form will be sent by email to all participants 
during the week of 14 March 2011 for completion. Given the need to 
consult with other relevant institutions, participants will be given two 
weeks to return the completed forms.

ii. A short questionnaire on NCSDs and NSSDs will be sent to national focal 
points for completion to facilitate the updating of information on the 
same.

iii. The following are the activities planned for the regional preparations for 
Rio+20 (see concept note):

•	 Commissioning and preparation of the five subregional review 
reports for Rio+20 by RECs with the support of AfDB, ECA, 
UNEP, UNDP, UNESCO and other relevant partners;

•	 Preparation of the Africa report on institutional frameworks for 
sustainable development to be led by ECA;

•	 Preparation of the Africa report on new and emerging challenges to 
be led by AfDB;

•	 Preparation of the Africa report on a green economy in the context 
of sustainable development and poverty eradication in Africa to be 
led by UNEP;

•	 Organization of subregional consultations by RECs with the 
support of all partners;
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•	 Finalization of the subregional review reports by RECs;
•	 Consolidation of the draft regional review report and consensus 

statement by ECA jointly with AUC;
•	 Organization of the regional preparatory conference for Rio+20 

by all partners, including AUC, AfDB, RECs, NPCA/AU, ECA, 
UNEP, UNDP, other United Nations agencies, major groups and 
partners;

•	 Finalization of the regional review report and the consensus 
statement by ECA jointly with AUC;

•	 Endorsement of the consensus statement by the AU Summit of 
January 2012 to be facilitated by AUC;

•	 Participation in Rio+20 by all member States and partners, including 
major groups, in particular gender and youth; and

•	 Implementation and follow-up actions on Rio+20 outcomes by all 
member States and partners.

N. Closure of the workshop

86. Ms. Gaye made brief remarks on behalf of ECA. She thanked all participants 
for their active and productive participation in the workshop, which yielded very 
useful outcomes. She lauded the partnership between all collaborating institutions 
that made possible the successful convening of the workshop. 

87. Dr. Mohammed Khalil Timamy, Head, Environment Division, Department of 
Rural Economy and Agriculture, made closing remarks on behalf of AUC, expressing 
his gratitude to the participants and to all the collaborating United Nations agencies. 
He reiterated the commitment of AUC to the Africa regional preparatory process for 
Rio+20 and called on other partners to support the process.
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Annex I: Workshop programme of work

Monday, 7 March 2011

08:30- 09:30  Registration of participants

09:30 -10:45  Opening of the workshop

•	 Remarks by ECA
•	 Remarks by UNEP, UNDP, AfDB
•	 Opening statement by the African Union Commission 

10:45 -11:05  Introduction of participants 

11:05 -11:20  Tea/coffee break

11:20 -11:40  Adoption of the agenda and programme of work

11: 40 12: 00  Introduction and objectives of the workshop 

12:00 13: 00  United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development  
   and ECA Committee on Food Security and Sustainable  
   Development, their role in advancing the sustainable  
   development agenda at global and regional level and linkages 
   with national-level processes

13:00- 14:30  Lunch break

14:30- 16:00  International environmental governance 

16:00 16:15  Tea/coffee break

16:15 -17:30  Regional and subregional institutions in Africa and their role  
   in advancing the region’s sustainable development agenda

Tuesday, 8 March 2011

09:00- 10:45  Regional and subregional institutions in Africa and their role  
   in advancing the region’s sustainable development agenda

10:45 -11:00  Tea/coffee break

11:00- 13:00  Interactive discussion on the institutional frameworks for  
   sustainable development at regional and subregional levels 

13:00 -14:30  Lunch break

14:30 -16: 00  NEPAD as a framework for sustainable development  
   in Africa 
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16:00- 16:15  Tea/coffee break 

16:15-17:30  Institutional innovations for transition towards a  
   green economy in Africa

Wednesday, 9 March 2011

09:00 -10:45  National Councils for Sustainable Development in Africa

10:45- 11:00  Tea/coffee break

11:00- 13:00  National Strategies for Sustainable Development in Africa

13:00 -14:30  Lunch break

14:30- 16:30  Main issues arising and recommendations 

16:30- 16:45  Tea/coffee break 

16:45- 17:15  Next steps 

17:15   Closure 
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Annex II: List of participants

A. Member states

Algeria

1. Dr. Aissa Halimi
Chef de Cabinet
Ministère de la Santé, de la Population et de la Reforme Hospitalière (Algerie) 
125 Boulevard Abderrahmane Lalla - El Madania
Alger, Algerie
Tel: +213 021 27 96 78/ +213 021 279 211
Fax: +213 021 27 99 50 
E-mail: halimi_aissa@yahoo.fr

2. Mr. Larbi Abdelfettah Lebbaz
Embassy of Algeria
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 11 371 96 66/ +251 11 371 96 68
Fax: +251 91 363 71 09
E-mail: Lebbaz79@yahoo.com

Angola

3. Dr. Carlos Cadete
Director of National Studies, Planning and Statistics, Ministry of Environment
AV. 4 Fever No. 6
Luanda, Angola
Tel: +244 923 319 462 (cell)
E-mail: carloscadete@hotmail.com

Benin

4. Dr. Djibril M. Naguibou
Secrétaire Général Adjoint (SGA)
Ministère de la Santé,
01 BP 882, Cotonou
Tél: +229 21 33 2178 Ext 284/ +229 96 58 3346
Fax: +229 21 33 0464
E-mail: nadjim9497@yahoo.fr
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Burkina Faso

5. Mr. Saturnin Bationo
Economic and Development Counsellor 
Direction Générale de l’Économie et de la Planification/
Ministère de l’Économie et des Finances
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso
Tel: +226 503 171 11/ +226 70 75 3416 (cell)
E-mail: batiosat_2002@yahoo.fr

Burundi

6. Ms. Kabura Marie Rose
Conseillère du Ministre
Ministre de l’Eau, de l’Environnement, de l’Aménagement du Territoire et de 
l’Urbanisme
Bujumbura, Av. de la Cathedrale, BP 631
Bujumbura, Burundi
Tel: +257 22 22 4979/ +257 799 38 502 (cell)
Fax: +257 22 22 8902
E-mail: kaburamr@yahoo.fr

Cameroon

7. Dr. Gabriel Eba Ebe 
Chef de la Cellule des Projets
Ministère de l’Environnement et de la Protection de la Nature
Yaoundé, Cameroun
Tel: +237 77 63 71 16/ +237 77 63 71 16 (cell)
E-mail: ebaebebaby@yahoo.fr

8. Dr. Roger Mbassa Ndine (Expert)
Expert en Stratégies de Développement
Directeur, Cabinet Stratégies, Finances et Développement
BP 1452 Yaoundé, Cameroon
Tel: +237 22 22 40 97/ +237 998 718 36
Fax: +237 22 22 40 97
E-mail: mbassandine@yahoo.fr,strafindeu@gmail.com
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Central African Republic

9. Mr. Gilbert Molekpo
Chef de Service des Normes Environnementales
Ministère de l’Environnement et Ecologie
BP686, Bangui, Central African Republic
Tel: +236 752 23 234 Cell
E-mail: molekpo@yahoo.fr

Republic of Congo

10. Dr. Jean-Ignace Tendelet
Director General for Sustainable Development
99 Rue Bateles Poto - Poto
Republic of Congo Brazzaville 
Tel: +242 526 99 11
E-mail: jitendelet@yahoo.fr

Democratic Republic of Congo

11. Mr. Gilbert Kilola Lutswamba
Chef de Division
Ministère de l’Environnement, Conservation de la Nature et Tourisme
15, Av. Papa Ileo (Ex-DeS Cliniques) Commune de la Gombe, Kinshasa
République Démocratique du Congo
Tel: +243 99 822 9181/ +243 819 542 421
E-mail: gilkil_58@yahoo.fr

Djibouti

12. Mr. Sirag Omar Abdoulkader
Directeur de la Décentralisation
Ministère de l’Intérieur et de la Décentralisation
Boulevard de la République, République de Djibouti
Tel: +253 35 25 42/ +253 85 14 79
Fax: +253 35 48 62
E-mail: siragkenza@yahoo.fr
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Ethiopia

13. Mr. Temesgen Walelign
Director, Development, Planning and Research Directorate
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development 
P.O. Box 1037, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 11 122 66 37
Fax: +251 11 122 66 38
E-mail: temesgenwa@gmail.com

14. Mr. Tesfaye Berhanu Tesemma
Senior Expert and United Nations Agencies and Regional Economic Cooperation 
Directorate
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 115 80 850/ +251 911 666 124 (cell)
Fax: +251 111 579 454
E-mail: tesfayebh@yahoo.com

15. Mr. Cherinet Tamiru Tefere
Senior Expert
Development Planning and Research Directorate
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
P.O. Box 1037, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 11 122 60 82/ +251 911 66 14 41 (cell)
Fax: +251 11 122 66 38
E-mail: tamirut@yahoo.com

16. Mr. Admasu Anna
Junior Expert
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
E-mail: admasfeyisa@gmail.com 

17. Mr. Fitsum Arega
Development, Planning and Economic Development
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
St. George Street, P.O. Box 1037
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251-11-122 3837
Fax: +251-11-122 6638
E-mail: fitargke@gmail.com
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Gabon

18. Mr. Sima Obame Clement
Secrétaire Permanent 
Commission Nationale du Développement Durable (CNDD)
B.P. 3903, Libreville, Gabon
Tel: +241 072 89611
Fax: +241 766 181
E-mail: simaobame@yahoo.fr

19. Ms. Mbye Ntoma Gislin (Expert)
Chargé d’Etudes
Economiste du Développement Durable
Commission Nationale du Développement Durable
B.P. 8847  Libreville, Gabon
Tél.: +241 042 40 122/ +241 078 49 447
Fax: +241 76 61 81
E-mail: mbyentoma@yahoo.fr

The Gambia

20. Ms. Amie Khan
Principal Economist
Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs 
Kotu South, Kotu
The Quadrangle, Banjul, The Gambia
Tel: +220 704 1233 (Cell)
E-mail: amikhan25@yahoo.com

21. Ms. Ndey Sireng Bakurin (Expert)
Director, Inter-Sectoral Network
National Environment Agency 
Jimpex Road, PB 48 Kanifing,
Banjul, The Gambia
Tel: +220 439 9414
Fax: +220 439 9430
E-mail: ndeyb@hotmail.com or ndeyb@gamtel.gm
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Ghana

22. Mr. Kwabena Oku-Afari 
Chief Economist and Director 
Economic Research and Forecasting Division 
Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning 
P. O. Box MB40 Accra, Ghana 
Tel: +233 21 665 269/ +233 24 467 0071 
Fax: +233 21 667 464
E-mail: kbokuafari@mofep.gov.gh  kbokuafari@yahoo.com

23. Mr. Peter J. Dery (Expert)
Assistant Director
Ministry of Environment, Science and Technology
P.O. Box M232, Accra, Ghana
Tel: +233 302 673 511
Fax: +233 302 688 663
E-mail: peterjdery@yahoo.com

Guinea Bissau

24. Mr. Julio Colonia
General Director of Family and Social Cohesion
Ministry of Women, Family, Social Cohesion and Poverty Eradication
Rua Severino Gomes de Pina nº 33 CP: 716 
Bissau, Guinée-Bissau
Tel: +245 667 82 37/ +245 522 46 33
E-mail: coloniajulio@yahoo.fr

Guinea

25. Dr. Mohamed Lamine Yansane
Chief of Cabinet
Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene
BP 4100 Conakry, Guinée 
Tel: +224 64 319 860/ +224 62 931 389
E-mail: yansanelamine@yahoo.fr

26. Ms. Kagne Barry
Conseiller Ambassade de Guinée
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
E-mail: Kangnebarry@yahoo.com 
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Kenya

27. Mr. Peter Nyambok
Deputy Chief Economist
Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Development
P.O. Box 16936 - 00100
Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 272 79 80/ +254 072 303 6711
E-mail: pnyambok@yahoo.com

28. Mr. John Owuor (Expert)
Deputy Chief Economist
Ministry of State for Planning, National Development and Vision 2030
P.O Box 30005 - 00100,
Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 20 22 52 299/ +254 722 749 472
Fax: +254 20 22 18 475
E-mail: jowuor@planning.go.ke

Lesotho

29. Ms. Nkaiseng Mamotselisi Monaheng
Chief Economist
Sector Policies Research and Analysis
Department of Economic Policy
Ministry of Finance and Development Planning
P.O. Box 630, Maseru - 100, Lesotho
Tel: +266 22 313 122/ +266 589 60 054 (cell)
Fax: +266 223 10 281
E-mail: nkaiseng@yahoo.com, nmonaheng@Finance.gov.ls

Liberia

30. Mr. Anthony A. Nimely
Education Sector Coordinator
Ministry of Education, Broad Street, 
Monrovia, Liberia
Tel: +231 6496 039/+231 6496 039 Cell
E-mail: aanimely@yahoo.com
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Malawi

31. Mr. Jollam Banda
Chief Economist 
Ministry of Development Planning and Cooperation, 
P.O. Box 30136, Lilongwe 3, Malawi
Tel: +265 1 788 888/ +265 888 869 280
Fax: +265 1 788 742
E-mail: jolambanda@yahoo.com

Mali

32. Dr. Fode Boundy
Directeur, Adjoin de la Cellule de Planification et de la Statistique 
Ministre de la Sante
Bamako, Mali
Tel: +223 202 32 795/ +223 667 47 924
Fax: +223 202 32 726
E-mail: boundyf@yahoo.fr

Mauritania

33. Mr. Mohamed Mohamed Lehbib
Cadre Superieur a la Direction des Aires Proteges
Ministère Delegue aupres du Premier Ministre Chargé de l’Environnement et du 
Développement Durable
B.P. 4744, Noucchott
République Islamique de Mauritanie
Tel: +222 224 04 504/ +222 474 47 723 (cell)
E-mail: Lehbib34@gmail.com Lehbib35@hotmail.com 

Mauritius

34. Mr. Christ Paddia
Lead Analyst
Ministry of Health and Quality of Life
Emmanuel Quetil Building
Port Louis, Mauritius
Tel: +230 201 3891/ +230 257 2829
E-mail: cpaddia@mail.gov.mu cpaddia@yahoo.com
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35. Ms. Bibi Waseefah Elahee Doomun (Expert)
Senior Analyst
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
3rd Floor new Government Centre
Port Louis, Mauritius
Tel: +230 201 3205/ +230 744 5483
Fax: +230 210 6107
E-mail: welahee-doomun@mail.gov.mu

Morocco

36. Ms. Khadija El Houdi
Chef de la Division des Secteurs de l’Infrastructure Economique et de 
l’Environnement - 
Direction de la Planification
Haut Commissariat au Plan
41 Avenue Oqba Et Rue Essouhaili - Agdal 
Rabat, Maroc
Tél: +212 537 68 00 07/ +212 660 10 21 20
Fax: +212 537 68 25 25
E-mail: gourmaweb@yahoo.fr

Mozambique

37. Mr. Marcos Sapateiro
Technician of International Cooperation
Ministry for Coordination of Environmental Affairs
Av. Acordos de Lusaka, 2115
Maputo, Mozambique
Tel: +258 21 46 64 95/ +258 824 89 36 50 (cell)
E-mail: marcoseugenioda@yahoo.com.br

Namibia

38. Ms. Matengu Gloria Netta
Economist, National Planning Commission
Government Office Park
1st floor, P/bag 13358
Windhoek, Namibia
Tel: +264 612834125 Cell/ +264 81 414 83 44 / +264 81 220 00 59
Fax: +264 61 22 6501
E-mail: gmatengu@npc.gov.na, vglosha@yahoo.com
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39. Mr. Amutenya David
First Secretary
Embassy of Namibia
P.O.Box 1443, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 910 37 15 48
E-mail: davidamutenya@yahoo.com

Niger

40. Col Abdou Adamou
Conseiller Technique du Ministre de l’Eau, de 
l’Environnement et de la Lutte contre la Desertification
MEE/LCD, BP578 Niamey, Niger
Tel: +227 20 73 40 69/ +227 942 44 999/ +227 9750 70 22
E-mail: adamouradi@yahoo.fr

41. Dr. Oumarou Amadou Sonrhai
Counsellor, Embassy of Niger
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
E-mail: amadou_Sonrhai@yahoo.fr

Senegal

42. Ms. Diouf Astou
Conseillère Technique No 2 
Chargée des Affaires Juridiques 
Ministère de la Famille chargé de la Sécurité Alimentaire et Sstratégies 
Développement Social
6em étage Building Administratif
Dakar, Senegal
Tel: +221 77 540 33 52/ +221 33 821 0725
Fax: +221 338 22 94 90
E-mail: dioufastou9@yahoo.fr denv@orange.sn 
Web: http://www.derv.gouv.sn

Seychelles

43. Mr. James Mougal 
Research Officer
Seychelles National Parks Authority
Laurier Avenue, P.O. Box 1240
Victoria, Mahe, Seychelles
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Tel: +248 726 107
Fax: +248 224 388
E-mail: James_mougal@yahoo.com

Sierra Leone

44. Mr. Augustine Ollman Fomba Kai-Banya
Director, Country Planning
Ministry of Lands, Country Planning and the Environment
3rd floor, Youyi Building
Brookfield, Freetown, Sierra Leone
Tel: +232 766 473 76
E-mail: augustineBanya@yahoo.co.uk

45. Mr. Abdul Karim Koroma
Information Attache
Sierra Leone Embassy
P.O. Box 5619, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 13 71 00 33/ +251 910 85 34 76 (cell)
Fax: +251 13 711 91
E-mail: akk23222@yahoo.com or akk23222@gmail.com

46. Ms. Matilda Elizabeth Williams (Expert)
Deputy Financial Secretary
Ministry of Finance and Economic Development
Ground Floor, Treasury Building, 
George Street, Freetown, Sierra Leone
Tel: +232 76 267 700/ +232 333 73 784
E-mail: matildawilliams2004@yahoo.co.uk

Swaziland

47. Ms. Thembie Remona Zwane
Principal Economist
Macroeconomic Analysis and Research Division
Ministry of Economic Planning and Development, 
P.O. Box 602, Mbabane 11100, Swaziland 
Tel: +268 404 37 65/ +268 7611 07 32
Fax: +268 240 466 97
E-mail: zwanetr@yahoo.com
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Tanzania

48. Mr. Said Mabie
Economist, Ministry of Finance
P.O. Box 9111, Dar-Es-Salaam, Tanzania
Tel: +255 767 650 151
E-mail: said_mabie@yahoo.com

Togo

49. Mr. Hokameto Edorh
Directeur de la Planification, de la Formation et de la Recherché
Ministère de la Santé Focal Point
BP 336 - Lome, Togo
Tel: +228 222 09 58/ +228 905 69 58 (cell)
Fax: +228 222 09 58
E-mail: edhockus@yahoo.fr

Uganda

50. Mr. Ronald Kaggwa
Environment Economist
NEMA House, 1st Floor, Plot 17/19/21
National Environment Management Authority
P.O Box 22255 Kampala, Uganda
Tel: +256 41 423 68 17 Cell/ +256 772 46 18 28
Fax: +256 414 25 75 21
E-mail: rkaggwa@nemaug.org

51. Ms. Anne Nyakato
Second Secretary 
Embassy of the Republic of Uganda
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 115 513 114/ +251 921 786 473
Fax: +251 115 514 355
E-mail: anyakato@gmail.com

52. Mr. Joseph Enyimu (Expert)
Senior Economist
Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development
P.O. Box 8147, Kampala, Uganda
Tel: +256 414 707 168/ +256 71 21 46 010
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Fax: +256 414 230 163
E-mail: joseph.enyimu@finance.go.ug

Zambia

53. Ms. Maingaila Moono
Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist
Gender in Development Division Zambia
P.O. Box 30208, Lusaka, Zambia
Tel: +260 211 230 031/ +260 977 809 770
Fax: +260 211 230 336
E-mail: maingailamoono@yahoo.com

Zimbabwe

54. Mr. Charles M. Mujajati
Director, Ministry of Economic Planning and Investment Promotion
P. Bag 7705, Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe
Tel: +263 479 4013/ +263 477 344 7054
Fax: +263 425 1372
E-mail: cmujajati@gmail.com

B. African regional and subregional organizations

African Union Commission

55. Dr. Abebe Haile Gebriel
Director of Rural Economy and Agriculture Department
African Union Commission 
P.O. Box 3243, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 11 551 77 00
Fax: +251 11 551 78 44
E-mail: abebehg@africa-union.org

56. Dr. M H Khalid Timamy
Head, Environment and Natural Resources Division
Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture
African Union Commission
Tel: +251 713 79 05 58
E-mail: mhktimamy@yahoo.co.uk
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African Development Bank 

57. Mr. Ken Johm
Manager, Natural Resources Management African Development Bank 
Tunis, Tunisia
Tel: +216 7110 24 68
E-mail: k.johm@afdb.org

58. Dr. Harouna Dosso
Senior Agronomist
African Development Bank
Ethiopia Country Office
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 11 554 6336/ +251 912 272 079
E-mail: h.dosso@afdb.org

59. Dr. Siham Mohamed Ahmed
Environmental Expert
African Development Bank 
Tunis, Tunisia
Tel: +216 7710 2259/ +216 204 85 956 (Cell)
E-mail: s.mohammedahmed@afdb.org

Arab Maghreb Union 

60. Mr. Jamel Boujdaria
Conseiller Economique Chef de Division Chargé des Affaires Economiques
Secretariat General de l’Union du Maghreb Arabe 

73 Zenket Tensift Agdal Rabat, Maroc
Tel: +212 537 681 371/72/ +212 663 648 606
Fax: +212 537 681 377
E-mail: boujamel@yahoo.com

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 

61. Mr. Salvator Matata 
COMESA Liaison Officer to AU
Yezelalum BLD 4th Floor, Rooselelt Street
AU Headquarters, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 913 539 892 (cell)
E-mail: salmatfr@yahoo.fr
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62. Ms. Tidenekyalesh Asfaw
Programme Officer
COMESA Liaison Office to AU
AU Headquarters, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 911 479 725 (cell)
E-mail: tiduasfaw@yahoo.com

East African Community 

63. Ms. Wivine Ntamubano
Principal Environment and Natural Resources Officer
East African Community 
P.O. Box 1096, Arusha, Tanzania
Tel: +255 27 250 4253/8/ +255 765 456 111
Fax: +255 27 250 42551/4481
E-mail: ntamubano@eachq.org

Economic Community of Central African States 

64. Mr. Georges Mba Asseko 
Marine Ecosystem and Fishery Expert  
Economic Community of Central African States 
BP 2112, Libreville - Gabon
Tel: +241 44 47 31/ +241 066 111 40 
Fax: +241 44 47 32
E-mail: gmbasseko@yahoo.com

65. Mr. Leon Mudubu Konande
Expert Statistician
Economic Community of Central African States 
BP 2112, Libreville - Gabon
Tel: +241 44 47 31/ +241 07 560 0407
Fax: +241 44 47 32
E-mail: leonmudubu@yahoo.fr or lmudubu@ceeac-eccas.org

Economic Community of West African States Commission

66. Dr. Johnson Boanuh
Director, Environment Directorate
ECOWAS Commission
101 Yakubu Gowon Crescent 
Asokoro District, Abuja, Nigeria
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Tel: +234 703 409 7043 (Cell)
E-mail: j.boanuh@hotmail.com, j.boanuh@gmail.com/jboanuh@ecowas.int

Intergovernmental Authority on Development 

67. Mr. Azhari Andelkarim
Programme Manager
Economic Cooperation Division, IGAD
P.O. Box 2653, Djibouti, Djibouti
Tel: +253 354 050
Fax: +253 353 520
E-mail: azhari.karim@igad.int

Southern African Development Community 

68. Mr. Alex Miston Banda
Senior Programme Officer 
Environment and Sustainable Development
SADC Secretariat, FANR Directorate 
SADC House, Plot 54385 New Business District 
Private Bag 0095, Gaborone, Botswana
Tel: +267 36 41 742
Fax: +267 392 40 99/ +267 397 28 48
E-mail: abanda@sadc.int

C. Civil society organizations 

69. Ms. Josephine K. Youssef
Chair Steering and Management Committee
African Women Economic Policy Network/Kampala
42A, Road 105 Hadayek El Maadi
Cairo, Egypt
Tel: +201 224 86 06
E-mail: Josephine_kamel@hotmail.com

70. Mr. Negusu Aklilu
Director, Forum for Environment 
P.O. Box 81037, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 115 52 16 62/ +251 911 60 88 39
Fax: +251 115 521 034
E-mail: ffe@ethionet.et
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71. Ms. Mirjam Van Donk
Director, Isandla Institute/Good Governance Learning Network, 70 Roswead Avenue
Cape Town, South Africa
Tel: +27 216 83 79 03/ +27 723 999 32 47
Fax: +27 21 683 79 56
E-mail: mirjam@isandla.org.za 

D. United nations agencies

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

72. Mr. Cisse Boubacar
Chief Regional Coordination Unit
UNCCD Secretariat
African Development Bank
Tunis, Tunisa
Tel: +216 711 02 311/ +216 210 258 44
E-mail: bcisse@unccd.int

Convention on Biological Diversity

73. Mr. Robert Hoft
Environmental Affairs Officer
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
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Fax: +1 514 288 6588
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E-mail: Ian.rector@undp.org
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Climate Change Programme
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United Nations Environment Programme 
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Director and Regional Representative,  
Regional Office for Africa,  
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United Nations Environment Programme  
P.O. Box 30552 - 00100  
Nairobi, Kenya  
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Fax: +254 20 762 3928  
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E-mail: frank.turyatunga@unep.org
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United Nations Environment Programme 
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85. Ms. Bezawit Eshetu
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United Nations Environment Programme 
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52

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

86. Mr. Yao Ydo
Chef de Section
Education à la Paix, au Développement Durable, au VIH SIDA et aux Problèmes 
Contemporains
UNESCO, (BREDA) Dakar, Senegal
Tél: +221 775 294 577/ +221 775 294 577
E-mail: y.ydo@unesco.org

United Nations Children’s Fund 
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91. Mr. Kwame Gbesemete
Embassy of Sweden
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International Institute for Sustainable Development 

93. Mr. Mark Halle
Executive Director 
IISD - Europe 
9 Chemin de Balexert 
1219 Geneva, Switzerland 

Consultant
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Fax: +251 11 551 44 16
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Food Security and Sustainable Development Division
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Fax: +251 11 551 4416
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Fax: +251 11 551 0350 
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Tel: +251 11 551 7200
Fax: +251 11 551 0350 
E-mail: ymulugetta@uneca.org
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P.O. Box 3001,  
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Fax: +251 11 551 0350 
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Food Security and Sustainable Development Division
Tel: +251 115 44 34 39
Fax: +251 115 51 44 16
E-mail: ycamara@uneca.org
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P.O. Box 3001, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 11 544 54 84
E-mail: nemiru@uneca.org
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