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" The title of the subject we are to examine ise Feotors influencing
rural develogment In the-dovimsnt to: be distributed later, you will notice
'”ﬁhat ther@ is practically no’fefsvence. t9 any #ork @x g%udy on the Embge@%; !
Thls d@es not mbon that I-have. deliberaiely ignorad resoarch in thls fi@lda_
'Thar@ ave two main Teadond Wiy L-dnave. not - umed referencaes, Th@ firsﬁ LS |
that I was determined $¢° aveid imflicting om you a heavyn acad@mmc paperg K
difficult to read and full of f@@tn@teso The second reaa@ng beczuse the

subject is ®o important, I pref@rred t@ étlmmlate serlous th@ﬁghﬁ“@n the
badis &f your omn expsricnce, of th@ fact@rs llkely t@ lnflu@ﬂ@e -Firal
development generally and, espec;allyg ip Afrx@ao my atat@m@mﬁ w%her@fores
will be more im the naturb of a compe hﬁium‘@r revi@W of” @@rtain fadtors
which will serve am a B%ar%lng poin%‘f@rvdisﬁu581©ng leading to.& goneral
appraigal of the factors likely to influence rured devulopment,

I must admit that -I had dome -hesitation in selceting o methodology.
The factors influencing rural development might be good or bod, promoting
o retarding i%, F@ll@wlng the conventional dis tlncti@m-bé%w@%@;g&mﬁLiﬁﬁi
. bady I, UBE %empted o dlvide these factore into two. groupst the good amd tho
-rrheds I soon raalized that th@ faofols in giestion could not casily be ..
e"fiﬁted into any auch groupinga Consequently, I prefcrred.to Adoph. a- clasgi~

- fl@at;@n haSud on tha nature of the fact@rs cbncernad, - COSTAT L. L L rnoe

i

Thru The atuﬂy c@ntalmg saven @hap$@rs @f varylng longhhs’ The £idbed

. faels with the. ways:in whioh the. su@c@gs @f rural d@velmpm@nt pr@graMMQs BT

influensed by ge@graphlcal fa@t@rsg the @eéemﬂ i conecinod with he pars -
‘tecnical fa@%ora‘play ln guch programm@sg the third looks at .the scology

;»@f bi@logical prahlems aris;ng fr@m ‘husien a@;ust@mant to Gnvironment., Inm.
,chapt@rs f@ur and five Whl@h rans@ philds@phloal andl paychologigal G@ﬂdid@ﬂm“
tions, we shall examine problems ‘6f rursl developmofit, o6 ithay affect - -
individusl men cnd women with their own distinctive attitudés: pndrzeflex..
reactions, In chapter &ix whichseonthins raflectione on, soclologyp an
-att@mpt will be mads to consider the.vapious problems
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%haﬁ l@tt be solved by rural d-velmpm@nw%r©gramme@o Taese are indeed numarous
b@@auge mangwb& and large, the peasant, especielly in Africs, is a social being
Pen situation”, w+ith his owm hebits, responses, reactions etc, to & given sat

of ciroumgtences. The final chgoter will @E@mlne e@@m@mic factore whieh will

inevitebly raise a ﬂumbar of tricky qmesta@nﬁ em@h as th: f@ll@wimgs

(1) Wby esteblich development pr@gramme?

(2) Is the aim of suoh programme to mske the p@esmnﬁ ri@h or posT?
(3) Bow doss the nation benefit from.such developuent progremmss?
(4) Do the efiorts made invariably produce the exvechted rgsults?

After thie semewhat lengthy Ln%r@du@ﬁiﬁmg it is povheps time %o go
to the hsart of the mat%@ro

LS

CEAPTER I-

Geographical factors

There ie no doubt that rural development programmses are influenced for
good ox 111 by g@@grapﬁi@al eiroumstance, The imfluence of -reozrephical factors
ig parti@mlarly noticesble in the metter of climate, whick s @ulﬂ be carefully
studied before anmy rurel developmemt prograpme 1s implementedo Otherwigs, there
ie the rigk of investing large sums in @@ojeg@s doomed to failure, Imstead of
indulgisg in purely speeuletive emslysis, it‘w@mld perhazps be more ugeful to
teke zotuel examples from Africa te drive heome the imporfance of these facitors,

kny list of the importent agricvltursl products from Africe whieh ars
sold on the internationsl markst, would imélude cocoa, ©il palm. produscts, coiton
groundnute, cas.ava, tthaseo, rice, coconnt products, dat v -nd citrus fruit,
Two serious problems arise in connexion with this liet, ~hich is not by any
" pecns ehsustiveo

In the first plaqeﬂ the @@nditi@@s g@@@mnimg the wroductien of these
wari@mg agricul%ural comm@diﬁlel 8re vexy diff@rento The conditioms for growing
awemp rice are nob the aa@@ ca those for growlag the oil palmo Cocoa calls for
dirrerent conditions of @E@W%h £zom cottoms »omsequently, the greatest cere mugt
be exerciged when imtrodueing inbo our individual countries a orop which has
succeeded elsewhere with remarkable sncessm, enhencing the country's prestige
anéd filling its coffers., The fact thet cecsos grows extremely well in Ghana er
Togo is not reesom why it ghenld grow »eli im Dahomey, WNor doscs the thrivinmg
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condition of the oilpelm in Dezhomey argue the same r@§m1ta’f@? the M;gero
Altitude, reinfall, the degres of humity, sunahimegith@ preosence ‘or dbsence
of adequaete forests to urovide or eliminate shede, and flors determining the
comdesition of the moil, im shert all the conditions thet mey operzte to the
sdventege of & givem oron must be studied with the grestest care, It is obvioualy
imoossible %o meke a comprehensive survey which would be velid fop 8ll Afriean
~ ocomntries end capable of being applied to them 1ndia@rimin@t@1yo This is merely
Ha fired ap@roa@h to drew attontion to what must bo tak@m into scoouny, bué Goas
nob ex@lud@ the n@@@ssary exhanstive apnraisal of the g@@ phi@al fact@rs $hach
will pr@vide all th@ el@memﬁ. E@qmir@ﬂ in the search for elflsctive solutions,

; In spige @f the - sreatost care in estudying these seorrzphicel fhotors
end the mogt prudent mecsures to make the regional progamne “@a@@mably=saf@g
t%@g@ s%ill remaing 2 gsographical factor whickfit ie diffieult to foresial,

- in %hé sudden events g@n@rally referred $o as netural disemeiers. Takg. the . .z anl
a{@f a giv@n regi@n im whi@h 1nt@nsivg @@@@nmt culti@atlon i 8 begen- after. conples:
ll the pr@lininary invegt;gaﬁi@ng affe@%i@g rainfall, ; s@nl conditions efco

Thé Qifl% two or thres seas@ms happ@m to be normel . but, suldealy, in the fourih

" géason th@ ectuel rainfsll ie th@@ t@ Lour time m@r@ than the estimated amount,

CThe resuiﬁ i® that the -shole @r@p is under Jater, the seedling erse @ suffocated

end the entire progremme is ;eoparﬂisaﬂ with all the consequepces that follow,

ik is not’ @asy t@ ﬁak@ ab@@lmt@ pr@@autlgn ageinst such disester®without meking
the Dr@J@@t- @xc@sslvely cogtly a@ﬂg @@ns@qmemtlyﬁ nnegononic. It is, however,

P@ESib1@%© anti@ipat@ ag far as p@s%iblgg by taking & series of messures which

" ould leave room foF menoenvEe

Th@s@ tW@ gimple exemples &re @n@mgh te show tie importence of ge@ wae
phx@al Factors s far os the succsss of any co=—ozdinated rurel development is
“Q@om@arn@do; If the facters ‘mentioned appear as @bvi@ul truisme, it is because
they ave im@a@ap@bl@ prepmequisiteso As such, 1% wag impeesible o overlock

”th@m in %h@ @p@@i@g@h&pﬁ@?@f thig statement, e LT
5.) s s :

e
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‘Az soon &3’ ie begin' to think .of the agri@ultural $00l® ﬁr&dlanalég
used bw the ffzisen peasant, tbe hoe, vniless, spade, end 2 rudimentery form of
plough Bpring o mizd. These tools ave weally guite cheap snd yrovide the willage
mith with wiat He nesds for hie Cenfily. end himself. /Anyone requiring such
tools dan eesily got “them; p@“hap@-n@t ‘8ll the yuar round -but, .et leass, during

Ql a@lc

Lo narvest ‘Heagon, ST e e : Tawts &l

Several cttomdte have been nade.to improve them ee = result of the
Cetermination to removaté Af-isen gificulivres Animal drenght.ferming hes been
1ﬁ@r©duced9 neing the dorkey, liorse, bnllock and .other enimals, In 8 npaber of
“Enéﬁén@esg insbperable problems have been enconntered, Some of them at firasb
‘Beem Tidioulous bub, being hnman probless, ere a real drag om technical pregress.
S¢ue ethnic groups regerd the donkey es a hideous.amimal with which they will
nave nothing to ﬂ@@- bmong certein peoples,. the herse ig-a noble, beagl thab:
should not 'be ussd as & draughit snimel; moreover, in some places, nothiang ie known
tabout tHE HjBeep of emimmis, which very scon perish for went of csre, Oemerally,
" ths purchase’prics and the codt of upkesp are beyond the means of the peasant,
gnd amodest improvement in t#cditional .ferming mebhods is compromised from the
sbart, : W lad = .

The introdvction of mollérn Soiming techniques Teiies e namber of
rroblems, A% every leval insuperabie difficuliies arise im connexion' with ‘costs

" whether for purchase, rze, mainienance ‘CT maNROWeT, _ 1t 1s out of the guestion ‘o

eak’ ol posEant” drafted’ into’ & national surel developnent programme to purchase 2
‘“Emlld@ﬁeﬁgrasr%h@ avoraze price of m ‘gcod .one .is something, like 50,000, The
purchese of ‘s ploigh from the ‘gtandpoint of cost, ie.s more feasiple propesition
The acquisition of mods:m ferminf cquipment, from bulldoses  to thresher;.s machins
for digging up tubers, .:0t to mention 2 weeding-mechine, among other is bsyond
the reach of sany Africsr peaseat,

Fething will be ®said of problems arising from the nezd to adapt
imported.mechines or to meke new machizee which will be more suitable to the
type of soil met witk 1 Africa, 4ny of us here who have had experience kmow thab
these are often false yroblems, in sny nese, minor onss. Adequate solutions ocan
eagily be found; if th e is en swarenessz of the problem.
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Yot it ig tru@ that wh@mev@r reference-is matie 4o %@@ﬁn@@al
p@@gﬁ@s@ in the rursl Africen emvizomment, -the pheture” in Bue mind 5 %o bring
‘onP pecsente mp t@ the techmi@al level of the EME@p@an’@m‘N@rﬁﬁ Am@ml@an nensant .
If & 1ittie thought i@ giv@m to the technical, humsn and f;nan@;al p@@bl@ms with
uhich Afhica is m@ﬁ”f@@@dg a leap formerd such as this is unlikely to take place
in the immediate futures Tha% i@ why co—operative and community developmsnt
movements, as well as all ths mov@memtn desigm@d t@ Tegroup peasante end village. s
are the b@at‘@ontgihutlan thet csn be ‘medé to th@ t@@hﬂi@gl pmogress :of the
Afri@am ponlanto .The more peasante therd aré inm & produ@ti@n gooup, the greatar
th@ chanoss thet any coptributicn they ‘are asked t@ make for the purchase of mediv.
%@@1@ migh% approximate Go that- th@y womlﬂ havg t@ pay f@r the purghage of ftredi-

.

c B & P TEA . ALT. veTeseT

.. In this @hapﬁer ‘we shall condider px@blemﬁ with Whlgh mural
d@%@l@p@@ﬂ% progragmes npgt. retkod, e far a@ the r@laﬁlanshipl of humen beings
t@ th@ir na%uraﬂ . envizonment gre! concerned, E@@B@gﬂ@@l raetors affect zural
d@velepm@mt g@@gramme@ dn thres weyss from the gtandpaan% gf vejeration; animals
‘and hum&mgo

Vegetaition " TSR
Obviounsly, greaet atiention must h@ peid to conditiomg goveraing the
life and edeptability of plasts to th@ir @m%i@@nmenﬁ wh@@%er “there is any sttempt
t@ imploment & Turel developmsat’ pr@gramm@o Th@ﬁ@@ﬂ for this ie even “greater when
th@ progranme. invelves plan%ing n@w @r@p@ im a bartieular svres, -The adoption ef
f@m@igm productes or the merse tﬁ%naf@r of gm@dm@ta from one Fogion %o another mey
gp@@@d hitherto umkm@wm b@@teria which may affect the natur@ of. the soil end

' @@mpel th@ @@sﬂli@gs in thet area.to develeop. relistan@eﬂ in vakying degress.

“Hbea & @i@ea@@ appears im @ parti@ular r@gi@mg it o @m@time@ beappens that sevoral
g@n@ﬁaﬁi@mg of -eedling@ 8T8 n@@ass@ry %o p@@d@@@ & gtrain wMichg th@mgh not new,
will prove B@ffi@ien%ly rosistant %o ontlive the disease. Those of us.who hsve
“had th@ @@p@rtmmiﬁy of trevelling on the Benin coash im recent y@arag -cexrtainly
r@m@mb@r th@ hiﬁ@@ms' peotacle .0f vash stretches of coconut EBOVED laid waate by
e unkm@mm di@eas@ whi@h Bome exp@rt@ delighit in ealling laaf mould, In spite of
this ﬂm@a@ dis@aseg som@ @@@@nu% trees nmrwived and ltill p@@dm@@ coconute, They
mamag@& somehow to r@sigt or ad@u@t to the n@w*c@mﬂitlong of life ihich apseered
in their patural epvironmend,
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@nite obviocusly, it is slmost impomeible to amticipate all the
~results, good or bad, of ecological Pactors on rural development programmes.
A@%uallyg it is diffioult to determind’in advance iith any degre: of securasy, ike
p@é@ibl@ rea@tz@n& of & .plant $o new conditionms that may arise in a given
‘environment. This wonld require costly rescarch which Africa cannot yet afford,

' 'theé résulte of which will mot begin to eppesr mader two to thres gemerations,

| . -
Anigels . . T o

As far as aﬁimals are concernsd the problem.sézms, withoﬁ%’@xaggéra=
. tién; to be r@latively sagier, If animale are mmable to edjust to mew comditicns
of 1ife that arise in th@ir na%mr@l environment, they ‘camn be moved $o ofher places
in-gearch ef living c@nﬂiﬁions eimilar to those to whish they ‘are a@@ugt@medg
Certain breeds of cattle cam live only om high plateaw j other will survive only
in & particular ¢ype of plain, end there are others still which sdapt very readily
to oonditions in ¥eetme.ridden vallsys, It is fairly easy %o observe ths living
gonditions to which augiven'typ@ is acoustomedo It is aleo -eagy to @mééniﬁe a

. mazs. migration if the ma@@ amla@lg Emt where the problem 'ig- ons goping With a

- generel disesster, it is a differe@t matt@rg and the omly clements which may DROVe
useful in finding & solution are to be had by studying the bresds wh;@h liave
mnangged %o gurvive,

IXI

g f :

S  The tpickiest of all the' thre@ @@@l@gi@al pspects concerns humaenso
Rmral devel@pmenﬁ p@@gﬁ@ﬂmas ‘heve been worked amt t@ meet. the needs of hﬁman and,
' mak@ them & litile happier than' they were, Thay wer@ mot mesnt to. saciPics thom
) @n the aliar of .a purely theoreticsl” iﬂ@@lo . ' C

The séiocus’ e@@l@gical E@@blem aff@cﬁxng homens ‘15 the' whol@sale
transfer of people T implem@nt s@n@ nuk, dynamic projects dny hmmamg amy p@asant as.
gomething more then th@ mere abilzty t@ stand up to the slimntse in Whl@h ha
lives, Apart from a suiteble climateg ho must . have idesl éehditions %o uge his
. physical snergies in the b@@%’imt@rusts of the particuler prégramme Consequently,
-.instead .of waiting until. he hag contracted all th@ exigting local diseasesu and,
g@t rid of them before he Gan be made wso of , a systematic drive in preveniive
mpagures should be @nﬂertak@n?t@ cnsure’ thet the mew envirommont is as health as
.+ the. previous one, ox olee thal the p@@sant“s phyaical resistones i@ built mp 80
.. that his energios for work may vemainm intact, T ” :
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We are all sw:owee thet the problem of the large Africen valleys is
541l with us., It is unfortanste thet the mest fertile ifricen lends are at
present literally deserted by humen beings beczuse they are infosied with
sle-ping-sickness or Tiver blindn@ss(DHGHOGHERGH@SIS)O In these fwo instances,
there is no gmesiion of eny hvman adaptations death or blindn@ss is the ineviia™ .
result, The problem here is to change noiure which must edepd Ltself to mans

Ia ghort, disease must bs put to flight,

* CH APTER IV .

"

The philogophical. fashor
: : The ' title of %hga chapter is bound to meke gome @f y@u lmzle and

womder what philosephy has to do with o conference like this, where p@a@tic&l po2Ce

blems of rural devolopment ero be;ng d;scvssedv problems that have n@thlng in oo

"“w1%h philoa@phi@aﬂ lp@@@letl@m@ I wonld like to resssire you ithot the phil@S@Lhd

R

”"referred %o here 1z & vory &@wn=¢@=@arth phil@sophy, prd mﬁriiy @oné@rned thn

J COrMOgony, the mental pictuwre %h@ Afrlcan hes of the world arcund hlmg the way he
vaew& thaiwarl@h and*@x9101ts its p@teﬁtial to satisfy his daliy needaa The
peasant“s view of the world nnd the way ha looks af life arc often & major haundiec:.
10 progress in soma rural ereds in Africa. Onoce again, & pmactlcel eg@malu iz £h-
begt ome $o illusirste the imhoritacnce of thic phonomenong ™

In fer too many rurel grecs in Africs, ridgimgﬂ %mrr@wimggﬂsowing
end planting ave seldom récta@gu%argyﬁ@ing ususelly roond. This heos meny dis-
edvantages mhenzany éﬁteﬁéﬁ iél@gde tg.introduce modern farming mechines, whiok
reguire etreisht 1iﬁdg'i£"they are $o be used to good effect, without mproobing
or destroying the sown grain or the youns seadlings. Even gﬂimal draught at ihe
most rudimentary level y;th en improved hoe reguires a stf&iéh% ling, Yet, it
wag extremely difficlt to convinog & number of peasants thot thay ehould adopt
the streight line, if they want@d to g@t vields, The diffi@ulty can be lamply
@zplaimeds If. you leave ‘the narr@w @@nflnes of this hall apd look aromndg you
will not see a single. stralght: lize on the herizong all the netural shape- thes

ev@ke wonﬂer end admizéiion are r@und and the african pessant @on@ludeg that

' pebure cen herdly yisld up ite 1iches if i%s fundamentel laws oro fl@mt@@ the
layw of primary importance being that all things are round., Cong equ@ntlyg the
ridge mmébb@ round as well as £tz furr@wg or the hole which recoives tha grais.
159617 2 rounded obgec The gesﬁﬁtgy $9 whagh the Afriocsn poosemt is wgddeﬂ is

not Buelid's bdut Bgmann“sm
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. This simple attiiude te @nﬁir@nm@ntg the world end paiure stems from
&8 very oareful observation of the worldo- Thie, im turan, has pr@du@@d 2 genaral
. philosphy which is besie %o the pi@san€“J attitude to farmlngg pr@dm@%l@n and
by @@r@llaryg his senze of cocnpmic pr@fitabilityo ‘ ' '

Mh6-iatroduction of mow fa rming technighes caa thefef@me be @qmat@d
with & process of redically changing the peasant's brnsie philesophy and overall
concerpt of the univorss, As suech, qmite apert from ils cconomie end social
agpecte, rurel devslopment bucomss en undertaking dosigned to bring ebout a
bagic @hange in mental outlook sad deegly rooted kebite of dheught;: as well
@@ im & g@m@xaﬂ view of the universeo.

G BAPTBR ¥V

"tstchglagi@él faotors ere really sttetudess the gbttitude of the ”
AfFican pessanmt t@'g&@gresag nroduction, selling end speculation, income and
wealilic 'hat do the ideas of progress, production, spsoulstiom, incoms and
"waélﬁh"%@aﬁ in the rural erezs? It im not ot all ossy %o strike an average
for Africs ne a whole since the continant is = composite whole, & unity im
divereity. The varions humen gr@uping@hmre not by chy meens identical and
they resct difforently %o the scme stimuli,

' them rural development speoizliste tell African peceents thot by
workimg & little herdor and ueing modern farming methods, they will contribute
to the ecomomic and socizl pro.rees of their family, village, rogion end counizy,
whet lies behind’ the ides of progress, im the sense im which the Africen pececnt
uses the term? Doés it moanm mimply eating end drinking well, smd slouping
@qu@rtaﬁly? Ble eertainly hes & very definite ides of whet family ond willage

o%nnote bub what'dous he moke of the terme region end country im the sunse of
fertherland? - Thess are realitius, of coursma, but h@rdly likely %o .avouse %h@
pea antﬂ& @nthugia-m or drive him to fanzbicismo

" The Ld@ag of a@lllng ~nd speculation alze Eeqmire gerious ad;ustmento

=Tradi%;@nallyp the Afrz@an peasant docs not proﬁus@ g@@ds for sele or specyle-~

" ti@mo” He does lo to live ox gat the n@@@:s ary moana to pay his toxcs and or
@rg&nize the larg@ nenber of fapily fontivitios. Momey grebbing, shorp, Pra@ti@ep
the mer@enary exploitat;@n of sociel naedg cnd viee, “4n other words, the
accumnlation of wealth are relztively new activities which i% will tak@ Afri@ans
peasants time to get attuned too
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LA

-Woman o

S@@iologi@al f @t@r@ are at @m@@ gnthroaologlgal 133 p@litx@alo

s ﬁﬂmthr@@@l@gieﬁl a@@e@ﬁ@o°f

£

) The maa@r am%hr@p@l@gi@@l factor which zny rmr&l Cuvelopmont )
p@@gramm@ mng% teke int@ -2ccount is mobial exgenizabien wind the ®ole  which-
evmy(mgmb@r @f the. 5@@a@ﬁy heg %o playo A mwale.dovs not fulfil the same role as

@ Joung man, 2 middle-&g god men oF zn old mup OF &, girlg a meture women or am o0ld

In the sarticular a@pb@t thh wiielh we pre. soncernad, iwrork im tho fiald

these .rolss are very elzarly d@flﬂudo E@lllng fre:z, olearing bush, nl@uéhimgg
gsowing, woodlinp, havesting, threshing, hun%nng = all the activitiss which encble

the poneant to sustein life; are very meticulously apportioncd between the

various egc groups or sexes, The siriot observance of their cpportlonment of .dutie~ 2

responeibilitice, is & considerable fastor im spouding up @gtab%iehed Programmes o

Hore 18 oh exemple. It w=g noticod that im' the r.ziom of @ country

where rice was a commom erop, its intr@du@ti@m wEes ﬁégtimg with very little

SUCCess,

@

R
sy B

On-. enquiry, it woes found that thers wgr@Jé%ﬁs@na for this.

Lo

T2

Rise=growing in thie rogion is g@n@réily wndorteken by meno
Since rice=groiing wue na @xp@fim@ntguﬁh@ repults ‘of which conld

¢+ mot be prediCtod, the promofters of the project were rulustant to

3o

4o

hand ovyr ths prosremme imé@dict@ly to mén who £re the: fohily's
seasonel brecd winners, @7nssqmbntly9 they aporoached the -
WOmSRo T et "

The women turnod np.theirnoses ot the project, boguuse it Tom «
counter te their troditional dm%i@ao L . :

The men forbude the women to implem@nt ﬁh@ p@oﬁremmaﬂ beocuss

. these sew duties h@@muht them down in.fthe socicl sosle, wzpd guve

@@nsg@@rablu lhtitgd@ %o women. Indeed be@au@@ they were engoged
in W@rkang‘@m a’ @@gh @rapgthey mi@hﬁ w@ll become independent
nembere of the. f.milyo h

e
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. As the progremme wes systepatioelly seboteged by all the imporiems
@@tlam@ of “tho s@@ietyﬂ it had to b @@mpl@ﬁ@ly roviewsd ‘end privented from

fhilimg @ttamlya Tt snfortinsts stert @tnll ‘producks fn-ddvsseaéffdet won ithé
rate of Drogress. From the very oubeds of any ‘Pural developaont prégromme; it:is
important, thursfors, to do nothingwrashly which is likely %o interfere with socizl
organization, despect for the status -nd sconomic Tolo aasiﬁmat 0 aeahpersan
in th@ socisty is %o b@gnn ilth if not & pludyps of suc@ess{“:%“ﬁ@“§%=a guafmﬁ%m@
agaxn&% combined gah@tage nd utt@r grilure. ) _

i, I
o TN R S

e A et N 3 TE
II » e T mie 1 eater

- L

Political agpects ) .
C e Mhe faghors of politicsl s@q;@logy uhich lmflm@n@@ f@r @0@& @r :w‘
ill progremmes of rural d¢velopment; relate %o .the political sygtem ﬁnd p@liﬁé@@lﬁ
powsr aunthorify, Brven without giving any cxamples, the point at issue can qui%e
@asily b¢ appreciated. ALl politicel isystems, under shotever nams oF "i@m“ %hey
are km@wmg ean be roughly divided into two groupss . : .
' (1) ‘The type.of systom whers power is @mtirnly in the h@m@s of &
LR g e’ pdntys : , .
(2) The type in which the par%y in power i@ @om@tantly atia @kgd ‘
.. 4, ° by oney, tuwo or 8 nunb@r of othor par%iago
Polati@gl snthority, =s. -mch i@ @Id@@lﬁ@d in two wayes ,
C(x) Inffe@tivelyo In ﬁhLS case it fails %0 sin menp@@tg 15
ima ff@ctiwe mndp %o ell intents and pmrp@s@lg nom existento
(3) nymumi@ally an@ @ffe@ﬁlvelyo It is then ‘powerfhl and officiento

e . - Thees $wo-possibilities, ss applipd %o politicel systems or
tubhority, exerciss o'grect Qoal pf intorference. 4 multi-perty system may
have @@Wéﬁfﬂ&;"@ffi@ﬂﬁh@@l$$i@@l enthority whilo 2 onu=perty systom mi nt be
ineffective and, virtually nem—existent.

The sneoess of rFural d@vﬁlapm@n% progrenmes dopends oh an idecl
combinetion of the politiesd systom cuid the politicel authority oF power, Jhenm
i% is remsabered thaﬁ ig ffrice rurnl ‘Guvalopmont pr@grammaa are copcorned with
p@asan% who form tha najority of the olectorcfie, the importance of what is o
stak@ and th@ trenentons possibilitics for “oms—upmanship® can be fully
appre@iat@do In 2 multi=@@rty @ygt@mgmﬁhaﬁéﬂame $wo poseibilitiess

o
a® =
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fl) Ihe pr@gramm@ i work@d odt and put into offsot embirely . by WL
th@ party ‘in p@m@ro In such o @aseg it will be- ‘sentently
@rgti@i@edg 'irrespactivé of any g@@ﬁ points im it, and &eubdr -

will be @r@aﬁ@d in the minds of tho peasénts, who may very
'well fail to d@ thalr best in implemsmiing b progremme, exolied by

gsome and vilificd by others. wit
{2) The progremme mey be-worked "out: and-pnt:into effect by all the
© - "5+ politieal partics, &fter discumssion and .edeption,  Im thie

‘case, the risks arc redused, at least from en officinl stend-
point, I¥ being quite clear. that the opposition parties are
TR s v pree @t dny cbime to dissoeiote thémsolweso ¢ vi i v i,

Agein, am inefficiont pulitical cuthority may prdducs the bost © °
devolopment programde in the world.. Howower, i% would serve ae-useful surpose, 28
long as the political power lacks the necussary drive znd ene®gy t0 see it *:- .
through, - On tH¢*éther hemd; & dyncmic, powerful politicel.anthority mcy work
out ap absolutily hermful rubel devolopment progremme.and eoe it.through.inm
@weﬁjia@tailoﬁ Hothing furtherineed be aaid. This theorsticzl ergument will
have given you the nebssgsary factors for srriving et a failr evaluatign of thae. ...
effective role thét cem be played by-.feaotors of politiecel soelslogy. im. the .-
succesefnl olaboratiom sid impleméntoiion of devslopment . progremmess, .. :

CEAPTER "VII

PRI S PR e T T e Y
bn enalysis of the ec@n@mi@ fa@t@rs raié@l se&ib@é'g@rmples Whi@h
ralete- to. the. tmanaf@r of 4African pocsants fr@m e tradi@nal economy. whz@h might
be:- d@@@ribed’asiwgm @@@n@my that is no% | n@@d=@@ng@i@us“ to & mmﬂ@rn markot economy
which is govurned ecgsentially by the lay of. the jungles amd %o the inbeyration

of the Africem pessan into imternational sconomis strm@tur@sg whioh, in presunt
eircungtances, seom o d@_m@ggﬂhazm_thaﬁ.g@@ﬁ to Africa., Were we wise in bringing
it sbout, znd are we meting mruduntly im meinteining 182 .

- Wo attempd will be made}t@:amswar these two scrious guestionsj we
ghall be @@nﬁ@nﬁ to explain themo wt 5

In the Africa rural @@vir@mm@ntﬂ whar@ the’ pecgant produc.s not
to live, since his needs ave limiﬁadg it is @iffi@mlt %0 etarve, The cGonomy
iz essentislly 2 moans of production %o me.t the alementary nceds of the group,
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and ié@mot in @ﬁy*%ay a merket coonomy. OConsoguently, the bmsie principle of
such an @@@n@my is humanisms @@@momi@ rnd, s@@a@l hmmanlsmo In th@ various
%?&ﬂ@a@%loml ‘1% is m@t monsy ‘thet @umntgg but the sati-fu@tlan @f & humen need;
with %h@ rasuls thkt man g alwaya the prime smhje@t of @@mﬁidhrati@no It is
q&i%@ bther with a mcdafn market eaon@my wh@r@ daily attempts ‘are mede to pilfer

and g@t ri@ho “

M@de@n rur 1 devgl@pmont PrOSTEBnes . dhl@h m@@@%aarily tako Lfricnn
pocsenis out of & @ubaistam@@ economy and plmng@ them into & markdt coonomy,

aﬁé r@sﬁ@h@ible f@r thc @reaﬁx@n @f 8 @1@1@ @f .mich fermgre, which muet necessz—
rilly 1@&@ %@ "$he hpwaaran@a @f - rural p@@lathmia%o Sm@h programmes tond
n@turally t@ elimimat@ hmmam @l@m@nﬁ@ wmd l@aﬂ $0. the diseppeqrance of coonomisc

and social huuani SHlg

: . Con bomenism nmot be kept along with progress? That is tho big
P “: &galnp th@ nase gr@ductlon @f @@mm@ditaes for interaptiemol tr&de
r&igaa am@ther l@t @f g@rupl@so The @rice of commodities keeps om falling and
we are fa@ea ﬁith %h@ parad@x thpt th@ more pecsent produces, the lesg profit .
he mak@go= laV@ W@ th@ rlgh% to, introduce into a rurel devaelopnent proIromme -
the @ultlvati@m of @@@@m@ta whi@h we know will sot+find a reedymerket ondi:

whun th@y d@o f@%@h ridi@ul@ualy low grices? .. Thig i the sccond. qunstlano =
- BOWCECLUSTON | - e

I am neer the ond of ny stotement ond:the conclusion will‘b@ very
brief, as we shell work it ont togethor after discussion, om the f@ll@wing
premigses,-

i

[PORE A

1, He can avoid the barmful effects of geograzphical factors if we
i _ teke. & few simple precanticne. ‘As Par cs metural disesturs eve
.., Goncerned  we mugt wait $411 they doms-and toy t@ Tind ﬁh%h _
- » pgolntioms me.-we can afford, 6 o
.20 Zoology. is.aot reelly a kojer hehdicap, being b “motbEr @f
. prudenso,, procantion -and, occesionslly, wi@@meo ]
"3, Tochaiosl Pactors are a problow of oredit, However wural’™
_ Gevelopment cam be brought about by.spending vrst sume, of by
" meking @ moderete outlay, with similis resulis, It is theFefors
2 motter of intelligence ox inggmggtyov

il
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The fourth premise rcl-tes to the fasctors of politiecal
gsociology. As tochniociams, our job is to exscuite not to
decide, Our rosponsibility to the poasent compels ue o
sucoeed irregpective of the orientatiom, value cnd efficiency
of the syetem or suthority im powe®. Thisg is by no motns an
sasy task,

ghould productiomn be undertaken to provide chesp productg for
sale to other persons or %o moot individual needs? Achoice,
an option, or decision must be made, and it will dspend on our
seng® of awarencse, our astage of meturity.

The final consideration is this, ALl the other fastorss
enthropology, philosophy, the disappearamce of sconcmic
humanism er psychelogy, point to one guestions Shonld rurel developmea:
be brought about with or without the poesant’s consent? In
other wWordg, is the rural devclopmenrt agent the Govermor, the
Prefect, the Distrioct Officer or Distrioct Commissionsr, the
policeman oFr the rurel animctor and the sgrionltural oxtension

worker?

If it ie decided to embaxk om rural development with the
congent and goodwill of the peasemt, some account will havoe te
be teken of his mentel outlook, resctions, bis eepesiiy for
developmont, chonge snd adjustment. This mecnsg that wo aust
get to know, and understend the psasentj he must be cmoouraged,
"motivated™, stimulcotod and mobilized, if he is %o throw him-
gelf fully into the rural development programme. Thie is the
feotor which exerts the groatest imfluemca om rural developmonto

In my view, our digcussiom this morning should centre om
the ways end means of mobilising the peesant along the lines
guggested, and gettimg him %o participate fully im the Tural
development programmec



