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Introfuction

1. The Joint Conference of African Plenners, Statisticians ancd
Demo *ranshers, hel? in 19750, dis-cussel amon’; osher thinzs the pro-ress
in implemeniation of she U.N. System of National Accounts (SNA) and
the nature of assistanze receiveld by the sountries of the region in
implementing the SMNA. The Conference note? that the countries which
had "made rapid pro ress in the lmplementation of She SNA were the
countries that had reczeived bhilacseral or international ascistance
from the U.N. throuth the provision of :ounvry experts as well as
periodi~ assistanne from the re7ional advisory servi tes of the ECA .
and the ormanisation of technicel meetings. Several delexzations
expressed zratitude for the assistance, and expressel the hope that
sush assistance will coniinue., The programme of assistance to LDCs
and NICs in national ac:ounts was 2ited and the hope~sxpregsed- that
the project will coniinue after June 1981...7. Accordinzly, the
pro-ramme of work for ICA for 1320-1906 approved by the Conference
included, among other things, continuec assistance to countries in
apnlyins the SNA and in develeoping relate? basic series, nrovision
of resional afvisory servicee in national accounis, assistanze to
least develope” and newly indepenient .ountries, develovmnens of a
data bace in national accounts, anl establishment of current '
asotoral deflators for African national accounts anc other series.

[

2, This paper attempts a Yrief report of the pro-ress macde by the
TCA Statistics Division in implementing the pro~ramme of work in
respect of national accounts approved by the Conference and also
presents a brief account of the aresent position relajing to the
availabili sy of national sdccounts estimates for the countries of
the re=ion., Certain pronosals bein ' made by the IZCA for developing
the national accoun s capabilisy of the countries of the region are
also presented in this naper. '

Assistance to developinz countries

3. The TCA continue® to render all possible assistance to developing
couniries of the re~ion in improvins the reliabilisy and timeliness of
their netional a-coun.s estimates. The project “Assistance to Least
Developed an’ Newly Independent Countries in National Accounts™

(RAF /78/061) -~ontinue’ to he active and to render assistance to
countries. Several ountry missions were undertaken in 1979, 1950
and 1981 o assist the statisticsl offizes of those couniries in
improving the scope, reliabiliy an? timeliness of their national
accounts statistics, an’ related basic series and also to impart
on=the-job training to concerned staff. The countries so assisted
during 1991 include Zimbabwe, Boiswana, Lesotho, Sudan, Tanzania,
Guinea, Swaziland, lMalawi, aquatorial Guinea, Benin, Senezal and
Mauri iania. The countries assiste” in 1980 includfed Eguatorial
Guinea, Sudan, lfzlawl, Togo, Benin, Mauritania, Angola, Zaire,
Cemeroon and Djibouti. Assistance wag rendered in . the actual
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compilation of national accounts sstimates in some of the countries
and in improving the estimates in other sountries. A few other
countries were assisted by providing clarifications and suggestions
for @mprovement of their estimates without undertaking country
missions. :

4. A training workshop for national accounts gstaff from LDCs and

NICs tozether with the participents from a few other African countries

was convened in Rabat, Morocco in May 1980. Lecture notes were

prepared and circulated for the benefit of the participants. FPlans :
to organise such a workshop in 1981 had to be abandoned due to

shortaze of funds. -

Future outlook on assistance in national accounts
P g i _— e — ——— )

‘ f

5 Such assistance in developing national accounts will continue

%o be rendered by the EOA as long as the necessary funds are available.
Many countries of the region do require asgistance in view of the
frequent znd serious losses of trained staff sustained by them.
However, the availability of funds in 1932 and beyond is uncertain

in view of the financial difficulties -urrently faced by the UN. The
Project RAF/78/06L will be discontinued in mil 1972 when the fund '
allotted to this project expires.

6. The ECA has under consideration a proposal to expend the present
programme of technical asgistance in national accounts into a more
sustained nackave proramme #ith a view to building national
capability in the subject field, should the necessary funds for the
purpose become available. The proframmne entitled 'National Accounts
Capability Pro~ramme’ (NACP) envisa~es providinz a package programme
of assistance to as many of the “developin~g countries of Africa as '
possible at minimum cost with a view to building up their capability
for compilins reliable and timely national accounts statistices as an
intesral part of their resular pro~ramme of work. The package
programme covers theoreti:zal and on—-the—job.training, technical
missions possibly twice every year, seminar discussions, fellowships
for further training, and assistance in actual compilation and data
collestion. A -opy of the proposal is annexed (Anmex 3) to this
paper. At present (Nov 1991) it is in the proposal stage only and
its implementation will cepend on availability of funds from bilateral
or international acencies which is yet to be explored. -

_]2_%"_?.1_991@‘?91_9.?..5}._.@@31.%Eai%.u}l&ﬂ%t}&@laﬁl_aP_QQP_IXFE.

7. In its efforts at developmrent of a dats base in national accounts,
the ZCA has been endeavourines to zollect all available national accounts
data and supplement them with its. own ad-=hoc estimates where necessary
so as 0 enable it to present & comparable pisture of GDP and other
important avrevates of all African countries at one place. This work
in respect of 1970-1379 was completed towards the middle of 1930.
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Similar work in respect of 1970-1970 was complete’ a few months ago,
The work as presently -~arried on is in respe:t of the ~omponents of
two tables, viz.,, the table on GDP by kinc¢ of ezonomic activity and
the table on expenditure on GDP by typre. The estimates are ziven in
both current and zonstant 1970 prices, in national currencies and in
US dollars, This work of she ZCA will be made consicderably easier
and more dependable, if she zountries ensure that their own Pre-
liminary and final national accounts estimates are made available

o ECA as soon as they are realy. Once the flow of fata is satige
factorily established it mi~ht be nossible to expand further the
scope of the ECA national accounts data base,

Prorress in implementation of SNA

8. More countries of the re~ion are now compilin  estimates aczcordin-
to the revised (or present) SNA than ever before, The availability

of national accounts estimates in the African resion during the last
few years has been examined with respect to four of the imporiant
tables of the SNA, namaly, (1) Expen’iture on GDP, (2) National

Income and National Disposable Income, (3) GDP by kind of E-onomic
Activity and (4) GDP at Constant Prices. The “etaile” position,
country by sountry as reveale’ by the estimates submitted to the

Unitec Nations is given in A-ra- 1, of which a summary is siven
below, ‘

Number of African countries submittin - national
accounts estimates TO Us.Ne '

Position as at end of Position as =2t end of
1977 1 1980
rollowing | following | Total following | following Total
former Present former present
SHA SNA - SNA SNA

1+ Expenii ture
on GDP 17 20 37 14 29 43

2+ National
Income and
National
Disnosable
Income 12 19 31 g . 31 : 40
3. GDP by kindg
of Eeonomic
Activity 14 20 34 ¢ 12 H 30 - 42

4. GDP at
Constant _
Prices - - 19 - - 30
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9. It will be noticed from the above table that about 43 African
countries were submittin - national accounts latz to the U.N., while
about 12 Africen countries had not been submittinz such data in any
of The recent vears. Most of these 12 countries, viz. An~ola, Cape
Verde Islends, Comoros, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, dquatorial Guinea,
Mozambigque, Sao Tome and Principe, Somalia, Djibouti and Namibia have
not been presumably compilin<g naticonsl accounts statistics, at least
till recently. To some of %hese ~ountries including Angola,’ Comoros,
Guinea, Squatorial Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe and Somalia, BCA staff
missions were -arranzed. to initiate work on national accounts and to
compile:preliminary estimates where nossible. )

10. Abous two~thirds of the countries regortin: were followins the
present SNA in 1970, =nd the resmainin~ one third the former SNA. Only
30 out of the 43 reporting -ountries were compilin~ estimates at o
cronstant prices even in 1970. The total number of -countries compiling .
national accounts and those followinz the »resent SNA have both '
sienificantly increased in 1280 over 1977.

11, Besides the above, a comwnarative statement showing the coverasze of
SNA tables compiled by the Africar countries and presented in the Year-
book of National Accounits Statistics (1979) of the U.N. is also presented,
(Annex 2)., This statement sresents a comprehensive picture of the
availability or otherwise of almost all the important SNA tables, country
by ~ountry, as revealed by the National Accounts Year Book (19795. L

is possible that the position may have improved in some cases since then.
The statement shows that a ~ood number of the countries of the resion are
preparin? most of the important SNA tables and that a lot more ~round

has to be zovered by some of" He other zountries. Thus, the tables la,
ib, 2, 3, 4a, 4b, 5, T7a, 9a, and 17 are compiled by most of the reporting
countries. -Tables 6a, 8a, 9b, 10, 11 and 16 are compiled only by a few
countrieg even now. For details see Annex 2.

l2. Amnmexure 1 clearly brin~s out that there is considerable timelag

in com@ilin~ the estimates in the case of many ~buntries. In order to

improve the usefulness of the estimates it is egsential to cut down the
timelag that exists at present. :

13, In 1979, the TCA gquestionnaire seekint information retarding the
implementation of SNA rezeived .very »oor response and as such no
gquestionnaire seekih< such information was sent out this year., In the
cir-umstences, it hhe not been jossible to zive a more detailed report
of pro-ress in implementation of SNA. ‘

Hurdles to speedier. imwnlementation oﬂ SNA

14, Many “evelopih - countries of Africa have initiated work on
compila“ion of national accounts during the last two lecades. Yet only
in some of these countriesg, the necessary ~apability to ~ompile the
estimates systemati¢ally and rerularly has been built up in an enduring
fashion. This is mainly be‘:ause of the -omplexiiies of the
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work, She frequent turnover of trained and experienced personnel and
the fact that in many :ountries the work was bein~ undertaken as
isolase’ -~ompilation exercises. The technizal assistance provided

by the ZCA and other internationsl or bilasbteral ajencies has therefore
~ot to concentrate on imparting on-the-job tralning to s larTer number
of personnel from “he national statistical offices and to promote work
on national accounts as part of an initegrated overall plan for revelop-
meni of statistics. Preparation of simple menuals on various aspects
of national a:zcounsis work, no <oub’, has been receiving the special
attention of U,N, Statistical Office.

15. The main reason for the considerable delay in compiling national
accounts estimates in many countries is, possibly, the delay experienced
by the National A-coun:s Sections in obtainin~ the basic statistical
data from the subjec-t divisions in the national statistical offices.
Thig often for-es the National Accounts Sections to engage in ad-~hoc
collention of basi> data. If the subject divisions get more or-anised
and efficient in :ourse of time it should help -onsiderably in improving
the estimates and in -urtailin~ the present lar~e time-lag in finalising
the estimates.

Conclusion

16, The conference may like to take note of the progress so far made
in the approved programme of work of the ICA in respect of national
accounss incluling the progress in respet of the implementation of

the project (RAF/73/061§ concerning assistance to IDCs and NICs and
recommend on the necessity or otherwise of continuing with such
technical assistance. The conference may also discuss the desirability
of a parkage programme of assistance as envisaged in the NACP and the
possibility of funding such a programne.
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AVAITABILITY OF DATA RELATING TO 3XPENDITURZI CN GDP

LATEST YSAR FOR WHICH DATA AVAILABLE

(POSITION AS AT ZIND OF ZACH YZAR)

NORTH AFRICA:

1.
2.
3.
4.
Se
6.

Alzeris -

Ezyot

Libyan Arab~Jamahiriysa
Llorocco

Sudan

‘Tunisia -

WEST AFRICA

Z.
Ve
9¢
10,
1l1.

iz,
13,
1.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.

Benin
Gambia
Ghana
Ivory Coast
Liberia

Mali
louritania
Nizer
Nigeria
Senctal

Sierra Leone
Tono
Upner Volte

CENTRAL AFRICA

20,
21,
224
23-
24,
25-

26,
27.

LAST

28
29,
30.
31,

32,

Burundi

Cameroon Un. Rep. of
Central African Republic
Chad

Congo

Gabon

Rwanda
Zaire

AFPRICA

Botswana,
Djivouti
ELthiopia
Kanva

I, actho

1972
1974
1974
1975
1974
1975

1970

19;2
1975
1973

1971
1973
1969
1975
1970

1974

1872
1874

1973
1071
1970
1974
1974

1974

1974
1975
1573

a0 e e

Hpere rmiogEes b w

wel W W

wtd &= W

een i clvy e

W FrhbtmeE o w

D o Wi

ot e i

1976
1977

1977

1978
1975
1978
1877
1976

1978,

1877

1971
1977
1969
1975
1975

1977
1974
1874

1965
1976
1971
1976

1978

1976
1975

1976
1977
1976
197G
1974

td &> o b>mwb-ﬁwm oe

e W Hewmie

osRus i oo lcyl

bl e e

1980

1976 -
1977

1978
1978

1977
1978

1977
1978
1976
1978

1978

1971
1977
1969
1977
1979

1973
1974
1978

1973
197¢
1971
1576
1976
1978

1977
1977

19786
1977
1976
1979
1974

et e

W e 40 0t 9

Wi SHHwe

zsfivels=RuvRus)
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33,
34.
35.
36.
37,

38,

390 -

40.

Madagasgcar
Malawi

Mauri tius
Seychelles
Swaziland

Tanzania Un. Rep.. of

Uganda -

- Zambia

OTHER AFRICA

41,

42,
43,

Reunion
“Zimbabwe
South Africa

A: TFORMER SNA
B: PRESENT SNA

1973
- 1975

1977
1973

1973

1975
1971
1976

Wi W e

1970 A
1974 A
1975 B

1978
1974

1977

1977
1976
1973

1977
1971
1977

1976
1977
1976

(soRus g

DWW W

1979 1980
1974 & 1978
1978 A 1978
1977 A 1978
1976 B 1976
1973 B 1975
1978 B 1979
1971 B 1971
1978 B . 1979
1977 A 1977
1977 B 1978
1977 B

1979

Wi Wwtde e

o
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*TAITABILITY OF DATA RELATING_TOQ Page 3

WATIONA L INCOWMT AMND NATIONAL DISPOSABLE INCOMT

LATEST YEAR FOR "HICH DATA AVATIABLE = » °©
(POSITION AS AT LND OF EACH YEAR)

NORTH AFRICA

1977 197 1979 1980

1. Alzeris - 1976 4 1976 A 1976 A
2. Tyt 1974 A 1975 A 1977 A 1977 A
3¢ Iibvan Arab-Jamahiriva 1874 B 1977 B 1977 B 197C B
4. HMorocco - 1975 A 1977 B 1977 B
5. Sudan 1974 B 1974 B 1975 B 1977 B
6, Tunisis 1975 A 1976 A 1977 A 1973 A
VEST AFRICA ,
7. Benin 197C B 1975 B 1975 B 1975 B
3«  Gambis - - - 1970 ©
9. Ghann 1872 B 1974 B 1976 B 1976 B
10. Ivory Coast 1975 B 1377 B 1978 B 1970 B
11, Iiberia 1973 B 1976 B 1976:B. 1976 B
12, lali - - 19%1 A 1971 A
13. Giauritonis 1973 B 1973 B 1973 B 1973 B
1l4. MNimer 1866 B 1969 B 1969 B 1969 B
15, HNir~eria 1973 A - _ 377 B
16. SencTal - - = -
17. Siﬁ?ra Leone 7 1974 A 1076 B 1977 B 197’? R
15, To=o 1972 A 1972 B 1972 B 1972 B
18. Unmer Volta 1274 B 1971 B 1974 B 1974
CENTRAL AFRICA
20. Burunii - - - -
21. Cemeroon Un. Rep. of 1970 A 1975 A 1975 17
22, Central African Rejublic 1971 A 1971 A 1971 L7t
23. Chad 1970 B 1975 B 1975 5 177
24. Conwvo - - -~ 17
25. Gabon 1972 B 975 el 1974-: T
26. Rwanda - _ 1976 ¢ 77
°T. Anire 1974 % 1975 B 1975 1477 &
BAST AFRICA
25, Botswana - 1971 B 1976 B 197C B
25. Djibouti - 1976 B 1976 B 1976 B
30. Ethionia 1972 A 1972 A 1972 4 1972 A
32. Lesotho 1972 B 1974 B 1974 B 1974 B
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33.
)“ﬂr L]
35.
36.
37.

3%.
39.
10.

ladanascar
Malawi
lauritius
Sewchelles
Swaziland

Tanzania Un, Rew, of

AJrandsa,

Zambia

OTHER AFRICA

41,
12,

43.

A
B:

Reunion
Aiababwe
South Africa

FORIIER SNA
PRESENT SNA

1977 1975 1979
1970 A 1973 A 15973
1973 A 1973 A 1973
1975 A 1976 A 1976

- 1976 B 1876
1973 B 1973 B 1973
1975 B 1977 B 1973
1971 B 1971 B - 1971
1975 B 1977 B 1577
1975 A 1977 A 1977
1975 B 1976 B 1977

C guww D

B v

1980
1975

© 1973

1978
1976
1975

1979
1971
1979

s SHoe s

o lus
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GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT BY KIND OF UCONOMIC ACTIVITY

LATEST YEAR FOR WHICH DATA AVAITABLIE

(POSITION AS AT END OF EACH YZAR)

NORTH APRICA

1. Al-~eri=s

2. E~mwot

3. Iibven Arab-Janahiriya
4., lMorocco

He Sudan

6, Tunisia
WEST AFRICA

7. Benin

8. Gambia

9, Ghana

10. Ivory Coast
11. ILiberia
12, Mali

15. DMauritania
14, Nizer

15, Nigeria
16, BSenegal
17. ©Sierra Leone
18. Togo

1%, Upnper Volta

CENTRAL AFRICA

Burundi

Cameroon Un. Rep. of
Central African Republic
Chad

Conzo

Gabon

Rwanda
Zaire

AFPRICA
Botswansa

Djibouti
Ethiopia

1977

1969
19¢4
1974
1974
1975

1974
1972
1974
1974

1973
1969
1973

1974
1972
1974

1973
1971
1970

19;2

1974

1974
1974

ety b e

= U b Wi W

vs g

H W

1976
1971
1975

1975

1974
1975

1974
1977
1975

= o e

Ew W

LogiesRev’

o =

W @ e

=

1976
1971
1975

1978

1976
1975

19" @
197
1976

W e b W

Hew g

W W Wt

Page 5

11980 -

1976
1977
1978
1977
1977
1978

Fodw e =

1977
1978
1976.
1978
1977

W W

1978
1969
1977
1979

1978
1976
1974

Hwwm e

1978
1975
1971
1975
1976
1978

1977
1977

O YWwe e

1978 B
1977 B
1976 A
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31l. Kenwya
22, Lesotho

33, iladazascer
24, iialewl

15, HMeouritius

J6. Sevchelles
37. Sweziland

38, Tsnzaniz Un, Red, of
3 9 ° U”,‘and 2
10. Zambia

OTHZR AFRICA
41, Reunion

A2, Zimbabwe -
13« South Africa

4. TPORIER SNA
B: TPRESTNT SKA

1973

1977 1977 1979
1975 B 1977 B 1977
B 1974 B 1574
1971 A 1971 A 1971
1973 A 19734 197>
1975 A 1976 A 1976
- 1977 B 1977
1973 B 1973 B 1973
1975 B 1977 B 1378
1971 B 1971 B 1976
1975 B 1377 B 1977
1970 A 1973 A 1973
1975 A 1977 A 1978
1975 B 1976 B 1977

o ol

e DoEes

b td >

153C

1979
1974

1974
1973
1975
1877
1975

1979
1976
1979

1973
1979
1579

td to

Do wEe e

= td ==
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GDP_IN PURCHASERS' VAIUES AT CONSTANT PRICIS
LATUST YDAR FOR HICH DATA AVAILATLE

(POSITION AS AT TIND OF BACH YIAR)

WORTH ' AFRICA -
1977 1375 1279 1370

-t el

loeris

l. . - * " — —-
2e Iyt | 1571 1571 1571 1571
3. Idibvan Arab=Jan-hiriva 1270 1977 1877 19735
t.  llorocco 187 1975 1977 1977
5. Sudan 1963 1963 1963 1970
6 . Tunisin 1972 1976 1977 1975
TEST AFRICA .
7. Benin - - 1977 1977
8. Gombhia - - - 1978
9. Ghena 1971 1974 1976 1976
10, Ivorv Coast - 1977 1977% 1978 1
11l. TIiberis 1973 1977 1977 - 1977
12. lifli - - - -
1. llruritanin - - 1377 1975
4. Nirer - - - -
15, Mi-erias 1573 1273 1975 1977
16, Seneral ‘ - ~ - 1979
~T. Bierrn Leore 1974 1974 1977 1977
15. Too - - - -
12, Uosper Volia ' - - - -

CuNTRAL AFRICA

20. Burundi - - - -
2l. Cameroon Un. Rey. of 1570 1876 1976 1976
2%, Centr~l Africsn Resublic - - 1977 1977
2?2, Ch=3 - 75 1876 1976
21e Corzo - ~ - -

e

25, Ganon

26. Rviania
1

- - 2971 1977
. Zaire 1974 1976 1976 15977

SAST AFTRICA

28, Botswana - - - 1978
29, Djivouti - 1977 1077 1977
10, Dthiopia 1974 1975 1976 976
21, Kenin 1975 1977 1877 197S
2. Lesotho - - - -
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33. Hadgsrascar

24, Malswi

3 5 . Mauritius

36. Seyvchelles

37. Swazilsnd

38, Tanzsnis Un, Re), of
39, U~anda '
40, “Znmbia

OTHIR AFRICA

41,
42
4

As
B:

Reunion
Zimbabwe
South Africa

FORIZR SNA
DRESTENT SNA

1978 -

1977
1974 1974
- 1977
1974 1977
1974 1976
1875 1976
1974 1977
1975 1976

1979 1990
1974 1974
1977 1977
1976 1979
1978 1376
1977 1979
1973 1978
1977 1979
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT SHOWING THD COVEIRAGE OF WATTONAL ACCOUNTS “TABTRE S N

IIORTH AFRICA

Alreria

2, Tayst 1
3. levaﬂ Arab
Jamahlwlva
L. LJ.OI'OC‘CO '
‘.. Sudan :
CE TUIllSlq ¢ '
¢LST AFRICA , _
7.L,Benlr f
E:Y'Gambia Do
S.i Ghang. | L
“C., Ivory Coadst 1
B leenla ;
L2, Mall
3., Mauritanin
4. HNiwer
5. Nigeris
16, Seneral
17. Sierra Leone
18, Tozo
19. Upper Volta

CESTRAL AFRICA

cD.

22,

Burundi

Cameroon Un. Rep. of

Central African
Republice

Chad

Congo

Gabon

Rwanda
Zaire

AFRICA

Botswana
Djibouti
Ethionia
Kenya
Lesotho

x: Indicalss that the table ie commilad.

COMPILED BY AFRICAN COUNTRIES

N

5

it

———.r

‘|

i

Tug hy
b5

[
Pt

hd

Lo

T

ke Sl R v

Pt

Lk
MM

'S

R
i sm

_—— K

LM

R

™
#

el a
allalls
PO RN oM

b4
5
oy

alla]

] }--
” 3

Lol

e T —

6]

.
A

e

T Sre—r——— -

L
ol

Bl ST
oy

bt b
>
44

.

i

14bl 16417
L X
X
X X
X
X X
% X
Fooreer _
o X
‘-.
) 5&‘-7
b's
X
X X
X
X X
X X
xX
I x
i X
X X
X
pe X
o <
" t-
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. ‘- ) .'

laj 1b} 24 3} 4a{ 4 5{6af 7. 3a}9af9b]10]11|14a} 14bj16{ 17

33, Madagascar X X X X
34.  Malawi Hq xx X x| x X X
35. Hauritius X X x§ x X x d xt x X x} g x
36, Seychelles H dxxt x X . p’s
37. ©Bwaziland b¢ xxj x X X X - X xf - X
38, Tanzania Un. Rep.ofl X X x ¥ d x X
39, Uganda x X
40. Zeambia q 3qdx X X A X ¥ 9 x ¥F ¥ H X
OTHER AFRICA
41, Reunion : X A b« x
42, Zimbabwe ﬁ X b b % ﬁ A : X X
43, South Africa ;3 X I I ;ﬁ x

x$ Indicates that the taﬁle ig zompiled,
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Description of the Tables Page 3

1s  Exmenditure on the Grosgs Domestic Product in Purchasers' Values,
at Current Prices

1b Expenditure on the Gross Domestic Product in Purchasers' Values,
at Constant Prices

2 Notional Income and National Disposable Income
3 Capital Transactions of the Nation

Aa  Gross Domestic Product by Kind of Zconomic Activity, in Producers'
Values, at Current Prices

45 Gross Domestic Product by Kind of Economic Activity, in Producers!
Values, at Constant Prices

5 Domestic Factor Incomes Accordin~ to Kind of Economic Activity
6a  Supoly and Disposition of Commodities, at Current Prices

Ta Government Final Consum»tion Expenditure Azcording to Purdose,
in Purchasers' Values, st Current Prices

8a Private Final Consumption Ixpenditure by Object, in Purchasers!
Values, at Current Prices

9a  Composition of Gross Capital Formation, in Purchasers! Values,
at Current Prices

9b Composition of Gross Cavital Formation, in Purchasers? Values, at
Constant Prices

10 National Income and Distribution of National Disposable Income’
11. Distrivution of Canital Flows

l4a Income and Outlay and Capital Transactions of General Government
14b Income and Outlay and Capital Transactions of Central Government

16 Income and Outlay and Capital Transactions of Households includinzg
Private Non—financial Unincorporated Entersnrises

17 Ixternal Transactions
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PROPOSALS FOR A
NATICNAL ACCOUNTS CAPABILITY PROGRANMIIE.

Develovnment objective

1. The Natiocnal Accounts Capsbility Prosramme (NACP) is essentially

a prosramme {0 bulld up the capability of African developing countries
in the field of national accounts statistics. The development objective
of the pro- ramme is to equip the statistical officos of the countries

in compilin~ timely and reliable national accounts statistics as »nart

of their remular pro-rammes of work. The pro~-ramme aims at ensuring

a proper place for national accounts in the intenrated statistical
systens bein~ developed by Afrizan countries. Achievement of this
objective sghculid enable national accounts to perform three :ontinuins
functiocna: (1) they will provide a suideline for generatine well-
balanced flows of data from the subject divisions of the statistical
services and its field survey ovr~anisation, (2) serve as a tool for
inteTratine and anzalygin~ eczonomic data for the formulation of ghort

and leaz-tei: mollcics with respect to 7eneral strategy and specific
projects and (1) provide a means of pro~Tressing towards more elaborate
analytizal arransements such as input-output tables and social accounting
matrices, in-clulins the intesration of soecial and economic data. The
ilding of a s0lid statistical infrastructure is the long-—-term
objective.

Immediate objective

Za The imme~“iate objeztive of the »roiramme is to assist the National
Statistical ¢ffices (NSOs) in all possible ways to activate the process
of building their ~apability in compiling and usine national accounts

as an intearal and zoordinated part of their statistical development
prorromme. It ghould overcome the nresent unfortunate situation where
African work on national accounts has lar ely become an isolated
rompilotion exersise contributing little to policy formulation or to the
~eneration ol adequate data flows, The short~term objective will thus
involve a rethinkin-< of the purjsoses of nstional accounts in the African
context and a serious effort to relate national azcounts to other
existing vrojects concerned with the development of survey capabilities,
industrial statistinzs, traininz etc., so as to result in the development
of an interrated system of national statistics subserving the needs of
African sountries. It will aim a2t asgisting the NSOs in examining the
availlability of basic statisticg, providin~ mzuidance for vhe development
of statistice, impartin~ onzceptual and on-the-~job trainin; to the staff
throu: “=méivadual and ~roup uraininT methods and aslso in droviding
guidance in aztual compilation and use of national accounts estimates.
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Back~round and justification

3. Nationsl ac-ounts have s key role o play with revard to both
statistizal develonment and e-onomic analysis. They arovide a consistent
statistical pi-ture of the develooment of an economic svstem. They are
therefore indispensoble in describing and =nalysing econoimlc change and
so ~ontribute to many forms of e-onomi: decision-making. They help in
assessin~ the overall effect of existin~ e-onomic anl social policies
anfé. can su~~est means of vevisin~ these policies. National accounts
srovide the basis for analysis of produ-tivity, analysis of factor
shares, analysis of savinzs and investment, distribution and redistri-
tution of income etz. The most common use to which national accounts
are put in African countries is »nossibly for preparing economic
development plens and/or in assessin~< the overall economic performance
of the country. They find therefore an imnortant place in the annual
economic reviews unilertsken by wlanning or fiscal authorities.

4. The imnortance of national accounts was re-o nized in Africa even
bafore indejendence, but in very few countries have the accounts been
fullfillin~ the “evelopment obje~tives listed earlier. Nany developing
eountiries of Africa have iniilatec work on compilation of national
accounts durinzs the last two decades. Yeb only in = few of these
countries has the necessary capability to compile che estimates system=
etically =2nd re~ularly been built up in an enduring fashion, although

for a number of these -~ountries results of isclated compilavion exercises
are available. This is larmely because the accounts have been treatel

as a separate subject rather than an integral part of a co-ordinated and
comprehensive effort to develop shatistics and the related snalysis. The
purpose of the present project thus is to re-tify this position and to
sut the work on a more businesslike =2nd pragmatic basis.

5e A broad examination of the development of basic atatistics vis—a-vis
national accounts statistics has been undertaken. This reveals that
compilation of national azcounis arsre=ates is undertaken in many African
countries ag isolated compilation exer:ises, indenendent of any serious
effort at developmen’: of basi~ produstion statistics. In about 5
sountries it appesrs that the availability of national accounts statisties
is fairly up-to~‘ate thou~h the basic statistics 1in most fields lag
behind. On the other hand, in about 19 countries the national accounts
statistics lag behind conslderably despite availability of basic
statistics for laser years. Further, in 5 countries the national
accounts for the latest years have been compiled by agencies other than
the NSOs {usually the Central Bank) on an ad-hoc basis. I% ig also
noticed that in many cases ocfficial national accounts data become
available too late to be of much practical use for planning and nolicy
purposes. The summary table ~iven below is illustrative of the above

conclusions.
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6. The basic position for a good part of Africa appears to be that
short—term planning (including annual fovernment budreting) is under—
taken in the light of inzomplese data. Government planners have to
work without adequate information and pragmatic planning is frequently
resorted to., Without increasinz demands for data from the planners,
NS0s have leveloped only slowly and have not been ~ilven the resources
to achieve a more adequate performance. It is a situation where both
jemand and suonly have tended to stasmate. The main reasons for such

a state of affairs are (1) the fact that in many cases, the preparation
of acsounts was taken up in the oast as isolated compilation exercises
rather than as intecral parts of =2 coordinated and comprehensive effort
to develon statistics and the related analysis, (2) the complexities of
this ni-hly techni»al field, () the frequent turnover of trained
nersonnel and (4) shorta e of funds.

7. To over:zome Gthis nosition, sustained effort on the part of N30Os,
with assistance from international agenzies is necessary over a period
of time. The aim of NACP is to provide the develonin® countries of
Africa, espeziaily the IICs anl NICs, with such assistance at minimum
cost to ensble them to build up their capabaility in this field, by
nrovidins the national staff with ruidance 1n the developmnent of bvasie
statistics =nd the special tabulations required for national accounts
surposes as »part of a coordinated 2ffort by all Divisions, by arovidin?
necessary theorstical anl practiczal trainin~, by assisting them in the
aztual compilasion of the ac-cunts suited to their lozal requirements
and conditions while ensurin © broal zonformity with the international
recommendations in this resard and by supportin~ their efforts at
minimisin~ the timela* prozressively.

8. There are naturally significzant variations amonz the developing
countries of Africa with regard to their size, availability of resources
and stave of develooment of statistical work, :specially national accounts
work. Some of tae countries mey not require any spe~ial assistance from
international a-encies to carry alon their national accoun’s work.

Some of the others, while not self--suffi-zient yet, may have made sub-
stantial pro - ress in this direction and may require only partial
sosistance from outside arencies. The remainin® countries, mainly the
least develoved and newly independent countries may require intensive
attention for some years to develop their capability in this recard.
Thus, the te-hnical assistance envisared under NACP will have to be
tailored to suit the circumstances and needs of each country and will
have Lo be ajpronriately flexible. I will therefore be necessary to
examine the a~tual ~onditions obtaining in each country and to prepare
arosrammes that suit the sjecific requirenents of each country
individually. -
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9. In shose LDCs, where there is no section or unit to deal with
nationel ac-ounis, the first task may be to set up.a small unit for

the purnose, idensify the nersons to be trained, and to initiate a2
ceriti-al examinetion of vthe current -situstion anl flow of basic
statistics. It may even be advisable to provide for ad-hoc compilation
of oreliminary estimates €0 as to bring to 1i sht the various gaps in
available basic stetisties ani to facilitate layins down »nriorities in
bridein~ then.

1C. In those countries where the sections dealin~ with industries,
sransoors, ets. are well oranised and a smoo'h flow of basic data
without much time=ls : is assured, she National Accounts Section will
work essentially as = coordinaiin~ and/or -onsolidating agency. In
the other countrles, the National Azcounts Section may have to assist
the subject divisions in or:anizinz the collection of data by clearly
indicaiin~ fequlrements, by layin - dowm stendards anl ieflnltlons and
by assistinz in finalisin-= tabulation plans.

11. The statistical developmen: work underiaken by INSEE of France

in Tunisia and certain non-African countries is similar and complimente
ary to the work programme envisazed under NACP., An INSEE team of four
or five persons is working with ~roups of national accountants in
selected rountries. The object is to prOV1de ~uidence on how %o improve
nasional ac-ounts and re-ular missions.are organiczd to establish
capabilities. Two countries are dealt with.at a time ani the work is
financed joinily by Fran:e and U.N, Such work may be extended by INSEZ
to ~ther Afri-an -ountries and it will naturally be romylimentary to the
worlt of NACP.

Activities

12. As an essential prerequisite for building national accounts
capebility, iu is necessary, as already indicated, %o undertake =
thorouh etamlnatlon of .he availabiliiy of basic data in each selected
country at the initial stage itself and to prepare an appropriate plan '
or pro ramne:to imnrove ithe data flows from subject divisions and to
organise collection of additional informajion where requlre. The

next step will be o develop the skill = concedsual and methodolo ical =
in compilins national accounts and finally the organisational
arranzements reguired to ensure Hrover conulnuatlon of “he work. The
orogramue for developinz the skill i.e. for srainine in national accounts
work, should envisa~e the intesration of their work with that of other
soecialised staff of the NSOs. It is also essential to forin a clear
ilea even at the outset of the work as to how the national accounts

Agta will be used. This will call for discussions with fiscal,

planning »nd other authoritiss. A national accoun’s <apability project
or-anized alon~ the lines indicated above will have to tl) examine the
current aveilability of data and their use, (2) evalua’e future data
requirements for shortv and lon<-term economic jlannini, {3) sprepare
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a plan for a national sccounss capability which is fully coordinated

with basic data colleciion and srocessing a-tivities, (4) specify related
or-anisational arran~ements for the national statistizal system,

(5) srain netional actoun ;s personnel in coordinacsion with those for
other activities, (6) prepare, a’ all stages of its implementation,
increasingly un=-ho=date national accounis estimates and (7) consult

with planners resardiing anplications. :

13. A plan for naiional accounts alon - these lines falls not far short
of a full-fled-ed nlan for national statistical development. This
follows from “he nature of national accounts themselves as a means of
inte~ratin’ economic data and ~yiding the development of data sunplies.

14. National proje:is are of course entirely the responsibility of
individual coun’ries anc the components listed earlier can all be
implemented at the national level if sechnical and other resources are
available. Unfortunately many African coun:iries do not have the
resour:es, particularly those azguired from technical sxperience, to
formulate and implement a »nlan for a national accounts capability as
outlined in this proposal.

15. There is therefore a reced for a modest re~ional sunporting .
component which will nrovide advisory services to indiv-_dual countries
and alsc Tive prasti-al help in reviewinf estimates, or‘anising training
courses, etc. The remainier of this provosal deals with the way in. '
which the recional component will co—operate with individual countries.

16, As motivities of the re-~ional component, NACP envisages several
misaions %o each LDC covered by the orogramme, One regional adviser
under NACP could be made resdonsible to assist three specified LICs

to start with in the first year, and 4 or even 5 LDUs in the sub-—.
sequent years to develoDp treir basic statistics and the national
accounts capability on the lineg discussel. He would spend 3-4 weeks -
in each seleched country possibly once every gix months or more
frequently where required, anc collaborate in (1) the organisation

of aollection and scrutiny of basic data through NHSCP and other
projects, (2) in ac’ual compilation of national accounts and {3)

in immarting on-the~job training. He would also organise training
seminars once every year for personnel from these and other developing
couniries at some central place. Thus, to . start with in the first ’
year three Eaglish soesking and three French soeaking countries may be
covered by NACP for intensive attention with the help of two experienced
regional advisers -~ one Tn -lish soeskin and the other French speaking.
The =ctual tzsks or aciivities may differ from country to country and
these will have Ho0 he definer more. spe .ifically after initial fact-
finding visits to each country. . The essential consideration in
organising field operatlons must be the canacity of individual countries
to make effessive use of technical agglstance:



TS MUY My S SO R b

E/3CA/PSD.2/24
Arnex 3
Page 7

7. The arogramme on “hess broad lines may have to coniinue for an
apidropriate weriod (vossibly two to four years) before the country may
be expected to .ather sufficient exderiencc to warrant a definite
reduction in %he “uration and frequency of the re~ional advigerts
visits. One or two new countries (from each ~roup) may be added each
year from the second vesar onwar's and 14 should thus be possible, with
the help of iwo experienced regional advisers, to cover about 20
countries (10 Enslish soeskin and 10 French speakin~t)} over a period
of seven years. It is presently envisaze? that about 20 LDCs and  NICs
out of the over 50 developins countries of Africa may require assistance
of this type... Those few couniries with individual country exserts on
national accounts may not be covered uncer WACP normally. -

13, The NACP plans to provide one scholarship of one yearts ‘uration
for a suiZable candidate from each coun.ry for further training in
national accounts in the U.S. Department of Commerce, or the Centre

de perfertiomnement economique =% financier (CEPEF) or any similar
organisation elsewhere. In view of the high turnover of staff,
"provision for a lar-Ter number of gscholarships is desirable, This may
be arran~e! subject to availability of funds.

19, It is envisaze? that at end of g sultably lonz period of assistance
of this nature, each IDC should +o o larze sxftent be able to Tevelop
sufficient local expertise an® may require only minimal =ssistance
thereafter from.the proje:t. Thus each country covered by NACP will
remain in the pro<ramme =nd coniinue +o receive assistance under the

- Project for voryin< periods of 2 %o 4 years and each re~ionzl adviger
will have o give :onzentrate? attention S0 4 cer 5 couniries
simultaneously, involvin-~ abou: =10 missions =& year.

20. Provisions may be made unier NACP to sunhly minor equinment such
as pocket calculators, dunlicatine machines, spare parts, etc, where
necessary.,

21l. The NACP thus =ims % »nvovicin all soscible assistance in the
form of a packa-e pro-rame -0 haston the “evelcmmen: of.a national
accounts -apebility in as meny African couniries as possible at
minimum cost. The 1ife of :the proje:t z2s presently enviszied is for a
‘periocd of seven wvears so as to be able to cater to the needs of about
20 countries on the lines dis:ussel. The first three years may be
considered as constitutin - the First phase of the project and the last
four years as the se:on” phase. The gecond nhase of the projest may be
modified in the lisht of achivenents znd gnerience durinc the first
phase.
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Output

22, As 8 result of the implementation of the prozramme, it is expected
that about 20 developine zountries of Africa should become better
equinped to compile timely and reliable national accounts statistics for
use 1n planning and economic poliey formulation as part of their regular
prozramme of work, They should have a more reliable and internally
consistent set of national azcounts statistics for a few years. They
should also have a more or~sanised and ~omprehensive flow of basic
statistics, It should lead to a fuller use of data collected under
various projects suzh as the National Household Survey Capabllity
Programme, and other censuses and surveys and should contribute to the
improvement of policy makin- capacity of plamning and finance ministries.
Tt should also lead to comprehensive country mission reports containing
guidelines on various technical problems confrontin - N50s.

Inputs

23. Projet personnel: Two experienced national accounts specialists -
one Enzlish speakinz and the other French speakin - will be required.
Both of them should have had long experience of national accounts work

in Africa. Servi-es of consultants (two man~months each year) will be
required to assist in the orcanisation and conduct of seminars and for
eny spe~ial missions. Administrative support in the form of secretaries
will have to be provided to both the specialistse.

24. The TCA Revional Adviser in National Accounts will naturally devote

the bulk of his time %o NACP activities for the English speakinz countries
and ag such,. it may not be ne:essary to re~ruit under NACP the specialist

meant for the Enclish speaking countries. Pogsibilities of financing the

rest of the proje:t inputs are beinz explored. ‘

259, Travel: Travel and per diem for both exnerts for an average of
-0 missions a year for each expert will have to be provided.

ECA input

26, Te-hnical bakstoppinz of the projest has to Dbe provided by the
Statistics Division of ZCA. 3=CA will have to provide office accommodation,
office equipment and supplies and also meet other miscellaneous coats.

The ECA Regional Adviser in National Accounts, as already mentioned, will
devote the bulk of his time to MACP activities.

Ingtitutional framework

27 The team appointed under the project will be located at 3ICA
Headquarters at Addis Ababa. In the secretariat, the Statistics Division
will have primary responsibility for the running and zo-ordination of the
project. It will work in close collaboration with all agencies interested
in the development of statistice in Africa. The interested or concerned
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TENTATIVE BUDGET OF NACP
(US3 000)
1982/3 1983/4 1984/5 1985/6 1986/7 1987/8 19388/9
Salaries
Chief Technical
Adviser 80 86 94 104 114 125 137
Second specialist 80 86 94 104 114 125 137
Secretaries (2) 16 18 20 22 24 26 29

Consultants (two
man months

each year) 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
186 201 220 243 266 pLoN 319 =
Travel 36 40 17 /XS] T 60 66

Training seminars
(2 unilingual
seminars) 80 88 96 105 115 126 138

Fellowship :
(3 each year) 45 50 55 €0 66 72 80

Miscellaneous
Assigtance
to countries
(pocket—
calculators,
spare parivs,
etc;) 5 5 6 6 T T 8

Miscellaneous
(at ZCA) 3 3 3 4 4 4 5

Total 355 387 424 467 512 560 616

Administrative
overhead
(14% of Total) 50 54 59 65 72 78 86

Appendix D
coverage (1%
of Total) 4 4 4 5 5 6 6

Grand Total 409 445 487 537 589 644 708






