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Introduction

lo The Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians, and
Demo-ra-ohers, hel* in 1930, discussed amon'; other things the pro~res.s
in implementation of jhe U.IT. System of National Accounts (SNA) ana
the nature of assistance received by the countries of the region in
implementing the SNA. The Conference noted that the countries which
had "'made ra~oid pro cress in the implementation of "he SNA were the
countries that had received bilateral or international assistance
from the U.N. through the provision of country experts as well as
oeriodic assistance from the regional advisory servi ;es of the £CA ..
and the organisation of technical meetings. Several delegations
expressed gratitude for the assistance, and expressed the hope that
su'ch assistance will continue. The' programme of assistance to LDCs
and NICs in national accounts was cited' an:l the hope"e:£preB-sed'that
the project will continue after June 19&U.. '♦ Accordingly,. the
^ro-ramme of work for 2CA for 19^O-19G6 approved by the Conference
included, among other things, continued assistance to countries m
applying the SNA and in developing-related basic series, provision
ofxregional advisory servicee in national accounts, assistance to .
least^cbeveloped and*'newly independent .ountries, development of a
data base in national accounts, and- establishment of current
sectoral deflators for African national accounts and other series.

2. This -oaper attempts a brief report of the progress made by _the
ECA Statistics Division in implementing the programme of work in .
respect of national accounts approved by the Conference and also
presents a brief account of the present position relating to the
availability of national accounts estimates for the countries of
the re-ion* Certain proposals bein made by the ECA for developing
the national accoun:s capability of the countries of the region are

also presented in this paper.

Assistance.to developing countries

3. The ECA continue" to render all possible assistance to developing
countries of the region in improving the reliability and timeliness of
their national accounts estimates. The project :'As,sistance to Least
Developed and Newly Independent Countries in National Accounts'1
(RAF/78/061) continued to be active and to render assistance to ^

countries. Several country missions vrere undertaken in 1979? 19'-jO
and 1981 ;o assist the statistical offices of those countries in
improving the scope, reliability and'timeliness of their national
accounts statistics, one related basic series and also to impart
on-the-job training to concerned staff* The countries so assisted
during 19Ol" include Zimbabwe, Botswana, Lesotho, Sudan, Tanzania,
Guinea, Swaziland, Malawi, Equatorial Guinea, Benin, Senegal and.
Mauritania. The countries assists", in 1980 included Equatorial

Guinea, Sudan, Malawi, Togo, Benin, Mauritania, Angola-, Zaire,
Cameroon and Djibouti. Assistance was rendered in.the actual



E/ECA/PSD.2/24
Pa.^e 2

compilation of national accounts estimates in some of the countries
and in improving the estimates in other countries. A few other
countries were assisted by providing clarifications and suggestions
for improvement of their estimates without undertaking country

missions.

4 A training workshop for national accounts staff from LDCs and _
NICs together with the participants from a few other African countries
was convened in Rabat, Morocco in May 1980. Lecture notes were
orepared and circulated for the benefit of the participants. Plans
to organise such a workshop in 1981 had to be abandoned due to

shortage of funds.

Future outlook on assistance in

5- Such assistance in developing national accounts will continue
to be rendered by the EOA as-Ion* as the necessary funds are available.
Many countries of the region do require assistance_m view 01 tne
frequent-end serious losses of trained staff sustained fcy them.
However, the availability of «s in 1932 and beyonc, is ^ce^ain
in view of the financial difficulties currently faceu by the UN. The
Project RAP/78/061 will be discontinued in mil 19H2 when the fund
allotted to this project expires.

6. The ECA has under consideration a proposal to expand the present
programme of technical assistance in national accounts into a more
sustained packa-e programme with a view to building national
capability in the subject field, should the necessary funas to. the
^u?pose become available. The programme entitled /National Accounts
Capability Programme' (NACP) envisages providing a package programme
of assistance to as many of the ^evelopm-- countries of Africa as
possible at minimum cost with a view to building up their capability
for -omoilin- reliable and timely national accounts statistics: as an
integral part of their re-ular pro-ramme of work.# The package
programme covers theoretical and on-the-job..training ..technical
■missions possibly twice every year, seminar discussions, ^lowshipe
for further training, an? assistance in actual compilation and data
collection. A copy of the proposal is annexed CAnnex jj uo tins
naier At present (Nov 1931) it is" in the proposal stage only and
Itl implementation will depend on availability of funds from bilateral
or international agencies which is yet to be explored.

Qjf_a^j^^

7 In its efforts at development of a data base in national accounts,
the loAhas been endeavouring to collect all available national accounts
data and supplement them with its own ^-hoc.estimates where neceasary

so as to enable it to present a comparable picture of GDP ana other
important a-re-ates of all African countries at one place. This work
in respect of 1970-1979 was completed, towards the miadle of 19JO.
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Similar work in respect of 1970-19'ft was complete^ a few months
The work as presently mrried on is in respe rt of the components of
two tables, viz., the table onGEP by kind of economic activity and
the table on expenditure on GDP by type. The estimates are given in
bo.,h current and constant 1970 prices, in national currencies an* in
US dollars. This work of ;he 2CA will be made considerably easier
andmore dependable, if ;he countries ensure that their own pre
liminary and final national accounts estimates are made available
-.o ECA as soon as they are ready. Once the flow of data is satis
factorily established it mi-ht be possible to expand further the
scope of the ECA national accounts data base.

Progress in implementation of SKA

?* ..More countries of the region are now compilin estimates accordin
to the revised (or present) SNA than ever before. The availability
of national accounts estimates in the African region during the last
few years has been examined with respect to four of the important
tables of the SNA, namely, (l) Expenditure on GDP, (2) National
Income and National Disposable Income, (3) GDP by kind of Economic
Activity and (4) GDP at Constant Prices. The 'a.etailed position
country by country as reveale-"1. by the estimates submitted to the
Unites Nations is -iven in A-r.a- 1, of which a summary is -iven
below, ■ ■ J

Number of African countries submittin
accounts estimates to l/.l^.

national

1.

2.

3.

4.

Expendi l;ure
on GDP

National

Income and

National

Disposable
Income

GDP by kind

of Economic

Activity

GDP at

Constant

Prices

Position

following
former

SNA

17

12

14

-•

as at end of

1977
following
present

SNA -

20

19

20

—

Total

37

31

34

19

Position

following
former

SNA

14

9

12

as at end of

1980
following

present

SNA

29

31

30

-

Total

43

40

42

30
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9. It will be noticed from the above table that about 43 African

countries were submittin- national accounts :lata to the U.N4, while
about 12 African countries had not been submitting such data in any

of the recent years. Most of these 12 countries, viz. Angola, Cape
Verde Islands, Comoros, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Equatorial Guinea,
Mozambique, Sao Tome and Principe, Somalia, Djibouti and Namibia have

not been presumably compiling national accounts statistics, at least

till recently. To some of ;hese countries including Angola,' Comoros,

Guinea,, Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe and Somalia, 3CA staff
missions were-arranged-to initiate work on national accounts and to
compile■preliminary estimates where "possible.

10. About two-thirds of the countries reportin ; were foliowin/r the

present SNA in 19^0, and the remaining one third the former SNA. Only
30 out of the 1-3 reporting countries were, compiling estimates at
constant prices even in 19 ?O. The total number of countries compiling
national accounts and those following the present SNA have both

significantly increased in 1980 over 1977."

11. Besides the above, a comparative statement showing the coverage of
SNA tables compiled by the African countries and presented in the Year

book of National Accounts Statistics (1979) of the U.N. is also presented.
(Annex 2). This statement presents a comprehensive picture of the
availability or otherwise of almost all the important SNA tables, country

by country, as revealed by the National Accounts Year Book (1979). I1;
is possible that the position may have improved in some cases since then.

The statement shows that a good number of the countries of the region are

preparing most of the important SNA tables anc1 that . a . lo t more -ground

has to be covered-bysome of" ;he "other countries. Thus.,, the tables la,

lb, 2, 3, 4a? 4b, 5, 7a, 9a, and 17' are compiled by most of the reporting

countries. -Tables 6a, 8a, 9b, .10/ 11 and 16 are compiled only by a few
countries even now. For details see Annex 2.

12. Annexure 1 cl'early brings out that there i|s considerable timelag

in comiqilin : the estimates in the case of many countries. In order to

improve the usefulness of bhe estimates it is essential to cut down the

timelag that exists; at present.

13* In 1979, the ECA questionnaire .seeking information regarding the

implementation of SNA received ;very c-oor response and as such no
questionnaire seekijag such information was sent out this year* In the

circumstances, it hfis not been possible to give a more detailed report

of progress in implementation of SNA.'

Hurdles to speedier, implementation oft SNA

14. Many developiii • countries of Africa have initiated work on

compilation of national accounts during the last'two decades. Yet only

in some of bhese countries, the necessary capability to compile the

estimates systematically and re.^ularl^ has been built up in an enduring

fashion. This is m&inly because of :he complexities of the
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work, ;he frequent turnover of trained and experienced personnel and

the fact that in many ;ountries the work was bein^ undertaken as

isolated compilation exercises. The technical assistance provided

by the 3CA and other international or bilateral agencies has therefore

got to concentrate on imparting on-the-job training to a lar~er number

of personnel from ';he national statistical offices and to promote work
on national accounts as part of an integrated overall plan for develop

ment of statistics. Preparation of simple manuals on various aspects

of national accounts work, no doub;, has been receiving the special

attention of U.N. Statistical Office.

15. The main reason for the considerable delay in compiling national
accounts estimates in many countries is, possibly, the delay experienced

by the National Accounts Sections in obtaining the basic statistical

data from the subject divisions in the national statistical offices.

This often forces the National Accounts Sections to engage in ad-hoc
collection of basic data. If the subject divisions get more organised
and efficient in course of time it should help considerably in improving

the estimates anc1 in curtailing the present lar^e time-lag in finalising

the estimates.

Conclusion

16. The conference may like to take note of the progress so far made
in the approved programme of work of the SCA in respect of national

accounts incluiing the progress in respect of the implementation of

the project (RAP/73/061) concerning assistance to LDCs and NICa and

recommend on the necessity or otherwise of continuing with such

technical assistance. The conference may also discuss the desirability
of a package programme of assistance as envisaged in the NACP and the

possibility of funding such a programme.
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AyAIXABILITX.._QF DATA .RELATING T0__ EXPENDITURE Off GDP

'■ . '.. LATEST YSAR FOR-'WHICH DATA AVAILABLE

(POSITION AS'AT- END OF 3ACH YEAR)

NORTH AFRICA

1'.
2.

3.
4.

5.
6.

Algeria ■

Egypt
Libyan Arab—Jamahiriya

Morocco

Sudan

■Tunisia .

WEST AFRICA

7.
n

9!
10,

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.
18.

19.

Benin

Gambia

Ghana

Ivory Coast

Liberia

Mali

Mauritania

Ni^er

Nigeria

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Togo

Upper Volta

1977 197S1 1979 1900.'

CENTRAL AFRICA

20. Burundi

21. Cameroon Un. Rep. of

22. Central African Republic
23. Chad

24. Congo

25. Gabon

26. Rwanda

27. Zaire

EAST AFRICA

28. Botswana

29. Djibouti
30. Ethiopia

31 • JC^n va

32. L sotho

1973

1974

1974

1975
1974

1975

1970

—

1972

1975

1973

1971

1973
1969
1973
1970

1974
1972

1974

1973
1971
1970

—

1974

1974

1974
—

1974

1975
1973

A

A

B
A

B

A

B

B

B

B

A

B

B

A

A

A

A

B

A

A

B

B

B

B

A

B

B

1976

1977

1977

1975
1974

1977

1977
—

1974

1977

1977

1971

1973
1969
1975
1970

■ 1976

1972

1974

1965
1976

1971
1976

—

1975

1974

1975

1974

1977

1975

1977
1974

A

A

B

A

B

A

B

B

B

B

A

B

B

A

A

B

A

B

A

A

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

A

B

B

1976

1977

1977
1970

1975
1978

1977
_

1976

197G
1977

1971

1977

1969
1975

1975

1977

1974
1974

1965
1976

1971
1976

...

1970

1976

1975

1976

1977
1976

1970

1974

A

A

B" '
B

B '

A

B

B

.3-

'BV

A

B

B

A

A

B

A

B

A

B

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

A

B

B

1976

1977
1978
1970

1977
1978

1977

1970

1976

1970
: 1978

1971

1977

1969
1977

1979

1978

1974
1978

1970

1970

1971
1976

1976

1978

1977

1977

1970

1977
1976

1979
1974

'A

A

B

•B

-A

B

B

B

B

B

A

B

B

A

A

B

A

B

A

13

A

3

B

B

B

B

B

B

A

B

B
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33* Madagascar

34. Malawi

35. Mauritius
36. Seychelles

37. Swaziland

38. Tanzania Un. Rep..of

39. * Uganda - --■■ . .

40. Zambia

OTHER AFRICA

41• Reunion

42. Zimbabwe

43. South Africa

1977

1973 A
1973 A

1975 A

1973 B

1975 B
1971 B
1976 B

1970 A

1974 A

1975 B

1978

1974 A

1977 A"

1977 A

1976 B

1973 B

1977 B

1971 B

1977 B

1976 A

1977 B
1976 B

1979

1974 A

1978 A

1977 A
1976 B

1973 B

1978 B

1971 B

1978 B

1977 A

1977 B

1977 B

1980

1978 A

1978 A
1978 A
1976 B

1975 B

1979 B

1971 B

1979 B

1977 A
1978 B

1979 B

A: FORMER SKA

Bs PRESENT SNA
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AVAILABILITY OF DATA RELATING TO Page 3

NATIONAn INCOME AND NATIONAL DISPOSABLE INCOME

LATEST YEAR FOR TTOCH DATA AVAILABLE •' " " "-■'-.

(POSITION AS AT 2ND OF EACH YEAR)

NORTH AFRICA

1* Algeria

2. E^ypt

3* Libyan Arab—Jamahiri^n

4. Morocco

5. Sudan

6. Tunisia

TEST AFRICA

7» Benin

0. Gambia

9. Ghana

10. Ivory Coast

11. Liberia

12. 1.1 ali

13. Mauritania

14. Ifi^er

15« Nigeria

16. Senegal

17. Sierra Leone

10. To^o

19. Upper Volta

CENTRAL AFRICA

20. Bururdi

21. Cameroon Un. Rep. of

22. Central African"Re public
2.3. Chad

24. Con^o

5 Gabon

26. Rwanda

27. Zaire

EAST AFRICA

■&G. Botswana

29. Djibouti

30. Ethiopia

31. Kenya

32. Lesotho

1977 197 1979 19G0

_

1974

1974
—

1974

A

B

B

1976

1975

1977

1975
1974

A

A

B

A

B

1976

1977

1977'
1977

1975

A

A

B

B

B

1976

1977
1970

19.77

1977

A

A

B

B

B

1975 A 1976 A 1977 .A 1973 A

197C B 1975 B

1972 B

1975 B

1973 B

1973 B

1969 B

1973 A

1974 A
1972 A

1974 B

1974 B

1977 B

1976 B

1973 B

1969 B

1976 B

1972 B

197 \ B

1972 A

1975 B
1972 B

1974 B

1976 B

1972 A

1977 B

1974 B

1975 B

1976 B

1970 B

1976.- B

19?1 A

1973 B
1969 B

1977 B
1972 B

1974 B

A 1975 A 1975
1971 A 1971 A 1971
1970 B 1975 B 1975

1972 B 1975 B 197"

1971 '

197o

1975 B 1975

1976 B

1976 B

1972 A

1977 B

1974 B

1975 B
1970 B

1976 B

1970 B

1976 B

1971 A

1973 B

1969 B

1977 B

1970 B

1972 B

1974 B

■•. "71 ■'

V.;7

''-..'17

1970 B

1976 B

1972 A

1979 B

1974 B
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33.

34.

35.
36.

37.

3".
39. -
40.

0TH3R

4

Madagascar

Malawi

Mauritius

Seychelles

Swaziland

Tanzania U

Uganda

2 ambi a

AFRICA

41. Reunion

42. Zimbabwe

43. South Africa

A; FORMER SKA

B: PRESENT SKA

1977

1970

1973
1975

—

1973

1975
1971

1975

A

A

A

B

B

B

B

1.97 3

1973
1973
1976

1976

1973

-1977

1971

1977

A

A

A

B

B

B

B

B

1979

1973

1973
1976

1976

1973

197"

1971

1377

A

A ■

A

B

13

B
B

B

1900

1975

1973
1978

1976

1975

1979

1971

1979

A

A

A

B

B

B

B

B

1975 A

1975 B

1977 A

1976 B

■1970 B

1977 B

1979 B

1979 B
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AVAILABILITY 0F_ DATA RELATING TO

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT BY KIND OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

LATEST YEAR FOR WHICH DATA AVAILABLE

AS AT' END OF EACH YEAR)

jfORTH AFRICA.
1977 1978 1979 1930

1. Algeria

2. E~y?t

3. Libyan Arab-Jamahiriya

4. Morocco

5. Sudan

6. Tuni si a

WEST AFRICA

7. Benin

8 # Gambi a

9• Ghana

10. Ivory Coast

11. Liberia

12. Mali

13. Mauritania

14. Ni^er

15. Nigeria

16. Senegal

17. Sierra Leone

18. To^o
19. Upper Volta

CENTRAL AFRICA

20. Burundi

21. Cameroon Un. Rep. of

22. Central African Republic

23. Chad

24. Con^o

25, Gabon

26. Rwanda

27. Zaire

EAST AFRICA

28. Botswana

29. Djibouti

30. Ethiopia

1969
1974

1974

1974

1975

1974

1972

1974

1974

1973
1969
1973
-

1974
1972

1974

1973

1971
1970

_

1972

1974

1974

1974

A

A

B

B

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

A

A

A

B

A

A

B

B

B

B

A

1976

1975

1977
»

1974

197 5

1977
—

1974

1977

1977

1973
1969
1975
-

1976

1972

1974

1976

1971

1975

1975

1974

1975

1975

1977

1975

A

A

B

B

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

A

B

A

B

B

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

A

1976

1977
1977

1977

1975
1976.

1977

1976

1978

1977

1978

1969
1975

1975

1977
1976

1974

1976

1971

1975
—

1978

1976

1975

19"- 6
197Y
1976

A

A .

B

B

B

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

A

A

B

A

B

B

A

B

B

B

B

^

B

A

1976

1977
197b

1977

1977
1978

1977

1978
1976

1978

1977

1978

1969
1977

1979

1978

1976

1974

1978

1970

1971

1975
1976

1978

1977

1977

197 «
1977
1976

A

A

B

B

B

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

A

A

B

B

B

A

B

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

B

A
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31.
32.

33.

34.

35.
36.

37.

6

Kenya

Lesotho

Malawi

Mauritius

Seychelles

Swaziland

38. T^n^nnia Urc. Re.o. of

39* Uganda

40. Zambia

OTHER' AFRICA

■41. Reunion

4'2« Zimbabwe -

4 3/ South Africa

1977

1975 B

1973 B

1971 A

1973 A

1975 A

1973 B

1975 B

1971 B

1975 B

1970 4

1975 A

1975 B

197"

1977 B

1974 B

-1971 ■ A
1973 A

1976 A

1977 B

1973 B

1977 B

1971 B

1977 B

1973 A
1977 A

1976 B

1979

1977 B

1974 B

1971- 4

197: A
1976 A

1977 B

1973 B

1978 B

1976 B

1977 B

190c

1979 B

1974 B

1974 A

197 3 A
197G A

1977 B

1975 B

197°y B

1976 B

1979 B

1973 A 1973 A

197C B 1979 B

1977 B 1979'B

4: FORiJSR SNA

B: PRESET SNA
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IN PURCHASERS' VALUES AT CONSTANT PRICES

AVAIjLAI3LE

(position as 4T eiid of each year)

FORTH .AFRICA

1 • \1
O i^,r -,4.
£. . j ' ' "J b

3. Libyan Arab-Jamahiriya
4o Morocco

5« Sudan

6 -. Tunisia

7SST AFRICA

7. Benin

8. Gambia

9. Ghana,

10. Ivorv Coast

11. Liberia

12. Hrli

13. Hauritania

15- Nigeria
16. Senegal

17- Sierr?. Leone

13. To-o

19. Uoper Volta

CENTRAL AFRICA

20. Burundi

21. Cameroon Un. Rey, of
??. Central African Republic

.2 3. Chad

24. Con.'^o

25» Gabon

26

27 Zaire

EAST iPUCA

28^ Botswana
29. Djibouti

30. Ethiopia

31. Kenya

32. Lesotho

±217

1971
1970

197 ■
1963
1972

—

1971
—

1973

19 71

1977

1975
1963
1976

—

1974

1977

1977

±?22

1971

1977

1977

1963
1979

1977
—

1976

197"'
1977

1^22

1971
1973

1977
1970

1973

1977
197C

1976

197 S
1977

1973

1974

1973

197!

197?

1975

1977

1970

1977

1979

1970

1974

1974

1975

1970

1976

1976

1977

1975

1977

1970

1077
1976

1974
1976

1977
1976

1977

1976

1977

1977

1977

1973

1977
1976

1979
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33.
34.

35.
36.

37.

38.

39.
40.

OTH

41.

42.

43.

At

Bs

Madagascar

Malawi

Mauritius

Seychelles

Swaziland

Tanzania Un, Hep,

Uganda

Zambia

;"]R AFRICA

Reunion

Zimbabwe

South. Africa

FORI.'SR SNA

PRESENT SKA

of

1977 ■ 1970 ■ ■ 1.97:9. 1900

1974 1974 1974 1974

- 1977 1977 1977

1974

1974

1975

1977
1976

1976

197 o

1973

1977

1979
197G

1979

1974

1975

1977
1976

1973

1977

1973

1979
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E .STATEMENT SHOWING THD COVERAGE OF .NATIONAL ACCOUNTS

HOETH AFRICA

'-* Algeria '

7.

".C.

M.

'-,2,

'4.
] 5..
16«.

17*

.13,

A.rab -

Jaraahi'riya
Morocco ' :

Sudan

Tunisia <

I ■ !

AFRICA ;

Benin :

Gambia ;

20

■:1

■13

S.

^- Coa"st
Liberia ;

Mali :
Mauritania
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Nigeria

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Togo

Upper Volta

AFRICA

Burundi
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Central African

Republic
Chad

Con^o

Gabon

Rwanda

Zaire

EAST AFRICA

2 3,

30

31

32

Botswana

Djibouti

Ethiopia

Kenya
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x

X

X.

X
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7 a 9a 9b
■ ■" t

10 11
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X

; x

x

X

X

xj xj x
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X
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X

X

X

X
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■ x
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! X

1
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y.

X

x|
xj x!

X

X

X

X

X
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X

X

X

X

X

X
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x: Indicates that the table is compiled.
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.X

.X

X
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X

X

X

X

X

X

X X
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33. Madagascar

34. ■ Malawi

35. Mauritius
36. Seychelles
37* Swaziland

38. Tanzania Un. Rep.of
39. Uganda

40. Zambia

OTHER AFRICA

41t Reunion

42• Zimbabwe
43. South Africa

lb 2131-4*

x xj

X! xl
xl

X

3a|9aj9bjlO

I xj xl
xl x! xl

1 xl 1

i i i
ill"
J

J a J
3( 3D 3l 3i

1

.

3{

14a

■

3{

S

14b

X

X

X

3!

31

16

X

X

3

17

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

xj Indicates that the -table is compiled.
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la Expenditure on the Grose Domestic Product in Purchasers1 Values,

at Current Prices

lb Expenditure on the Gross Domestic Product in Purchasers' Values,

at Constant Prices

2 National Income and National Disposable Income

3 Capital Transactions of the Nation

4a Gross Domestic Product by Kind of Economic Activity, in Producers*

Values, at Current Prices

4b Gross Domestic Product by Kind, of Economic Activity, in Producers1

Values, at Constant Prices

5 Domestic Factor Incomes According to Kind of Economic Activity

6a Supply and disposition of Commodities, at Current Prices

7a Government Final Consumption Expenditure According to Purpose,

in Purchasers' Values, at Current Prices

8a Private Final Consumption Expenditure by Object, in Purchasers'

Values, at Current Prices

9a Composition of Gross Capital Formation, in Purchasers' Values,

at Current Prices

9b Composition of Gross Capital Formation, in Purchasers1 Values, at

Constant Prices

10 National Income and Distribution of National Disposable Income

11- Distribution of Capital Flows

14a Income and Outlay and Capital Transactions of General Government

14b Income and Outlay and Capital Transactions of Central Government

16 Income and Outlay exid Capital Transactions of Households including

Private Non-financial Unincorporated Enterprises

17 Extern©,! Transactions
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PROPOSALS FOR A

NATIONAL ACCOUNTS CAPABILITY PROGRAMME.

■^ev"e^-°Pnsnt

1. The National Accounts Capability Programme (NACP) is essentially
a programme to build up the capability of African developing countries

in the field of national accounts statistics. The development objective

of the programme is to equip the statistical offices of the countries

in compiling timely and reliable national accounts statistics as part

of their regular programmes of work. The programme aims at ensuring

a proper place for national accounts in the integrated statistical

systems bein~ developed by African countries. Achievement of this

objective should enable national accounts to perform three continuing

functions; (l) they will provide a guideline for generating .well- .
balanced flows of data from the subject divisions of the statistical

services and its field survey organisation, (2) serve as a tool for
integrating and analysing economic data for the formulation of short

and lon^-tei;:: pol\ci~s with respect to general strategy and specific

projects and. {_-() provide a means of progressing towards more elaborate

analytical arrangements such as input-output tables and social accounting

matrices, including the integration of social and economic data. The

building ox a solid statistical infrastructure is the long-term

objective*

Immediat e ob je£tiye

2. The immediate objective of the programme is to assist the National

Statistical Offices (NSOs) in all possible ways to activate the process
of building their capability in compiling and usin^ national accounts

as an integral and coordinated part of their statistical development

pro Tcmme. It should overcome the present unfortunate situation where

African work en national accounts has largely become an isolated

compilation exercise contributing little to policy formulation or to the

veneration of adequate data flows. The short-term objective will thus

involve a rethinking of the purposes of national accounts in the African

context and a serious effort to relate national accounts to other

existing projects concerned with the development of survey capabilities,

industrial statistics* training etco, so as to result in the development

of an integrated system of national statistics subserving the needs of

African countries* It will aim at assisting the NSOs in examining the

availability of basic statistics, providing /guidance for the development

of statistics? imparting conceptual and on-the-job trainin ■; to the staff

throv.~li - individual and ~roup training methods and also in providing

guidance in actual compilation and use of national accounts estimates.
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Background and justification

3, National accounts have a key role i;o play with regard to both
statistical development and economic analysis. They provide a consistent
statistical picture of the development of an economic system.. They are.
therefore indispensable in describing and .analysing economic change and
so contribute to many forms of economic decision-making. They help m
assessing the overall effect of existing economic and social policies
and can surest means of revisin" these policies. National accounts
provide the'basis for analysis of productivity, analysis of factor _
shares,, analysis of savings and investment, distribution and redistri
bution of .income etc. The most common use to which national accounts
are -out in African countries is oossibly for preparing economic
development plans and/or in assessin- the overall economic performance
of the country. They find therefore an important place in^the annual
economic reviews undertaken by pl?nning or fiscal authorities.

4. The importance of national accounts was re co nlzed. in Africa even
b'fore independence, but in very few countries have the accounts been
fullfillin-"the development objectives listed earlier. Many developing
countries of Africa have initiated work on compilation of national
accounts during the last two decades. Yet only in a few of these
countries has the necessary capability to compile bhe estimates system-
sticallv and regularly been built up in an enduring fashion, al onougJ^
for a number of ;hese countries results of isolated compilation exercises

are available. This is largely because the accounts have been^ treat ec,
as a se-oarate subject rather than an integral part of a co-orainatecl and
comprehensive effort to develop statistics and the relatec._ analysis, ihe
purpose of the present project thus is to rectify this position ana to
put'the work on a more businesslike and pragmatic basis.

5 A broad examination of she development of basic statistics vis-a-vis
national accounts statistics has been undertaken. This reveals that
compilation of national account a^t-re-ates is undertaken in many African
countries as isolated compilation exer:ises, independent of any serious

effort at development of basic production statistics. In about ^
countries it appears that the availability of national accounts statistics
is fairlv u-Q-to-c'ate thou-h the basic statistics in mos'C fields lag
behind* " On" the other hand, in about 19 countries the national_accounts
statistics lag behind considerably despite availability of basic
statistics for laier years. Further, in 5 countries the national
accounts for the latest years have been compiled by agencies_other tiian
the NSOs (usually bhe Central Bank) on an ad-hoc basis. It is also
noticed that in many cases official national accounts data become
available too late to be of much practical use for planning ana policy
purposes. The summary table -iven below is illustrative of the above

conclusions.
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6O The basic position for a good part of Africa appears to be that

short-term planning (including annual government budgeting) is under
taken in the light of incomplete data. Government planners have to
work without adequate information and pragmatic planning is frequently

resorted to. Without increasing demands for data from the planners,
NSOs have developed only slowly and have not been -^iven the resources

to achieve a more adequate performance. It is a situation where both

demand and supply have tended to stagnate* The main reasons for such
a state of affairs are (l) bhe fact that in many cases, the preparation
of accounts was taken up in the oast as isolated compilation exercises

rather than as integral parts of e coordinated and comprehensive effort
to develop statistics- and the related analysis, (2) the complexities of
this hi-hly technical field, (3) the frequent turnover of trained

personnel and (4) short a ;e of funds.

7. To overcome this position, sustained effort on the part of NSOs,
with assistance from international agencies is necessary over a period
of time. The aim of NACP is to provide the clevelopin" countries of _
Africa, especially the LDCs and NICs, with such assistance at minimum
cost to enable them to build up their capabaility in this field, by
providing the national staff with guidance in the development of basic
statistics and the special tabulations required for national accounts
purposes as part of a coordinate'-"', effort by all Divisions, by providing

necessary theoretical ani practical training by assisting them in the
actual compilation of the ac-ounts suited to their local requirements
ana conditions while ensurin : broad conformity 'with the international
recommendations in this regard and by support inr their efforts at

minimising the timelar progressively,

8. There are naturally significant variations among the developing
countries of Africa with regard to their size, availability of resources
and sta^e of development of statistical work, especially national accounts
work, Some of t.ie countries may not require any special assistance from
international agencies to carry alon" their national accounts work-
Some of the others, while not self-sufficient yet, may have made sub
stantial progress in this direction and may require only partial
assistance from outside agencies. The remaining countries, mainly the
least developed and newly independent countries may require intensive
attention for some years to develop their capability in this regard.
Thus, the technical assistance envisaged under NACP will have to be
tailored to suit the circumstances and needs of each country and will
have to be appropriately flexible., It will therefore be necessary to
examine the actual conditions obtaining in each country and to prepare

programmes that suit the specific requirements of each country

individually.
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9. In those LDCs, where there is no section or unit to deal with

national accounts, the first task may "be to set up ■ a small unit for
the purpose, identify the persons to "be trained, and to initiate a
critical examination of the current■situation and flow of basic
statistics. It may even be advisable to provide for ad-hoc compilation
of preliminary estimates so as to bring to li -nt the various gaps in
available basic statistics and to facilitate laying down priorities in

bridging them,

10. In those, countries where the sections dealing with industries,
trans-porj, etc. are well organised and a smooth flow of basic data
without much time-la-: is assured, the National Accounts Section will

work essentially as a coordinatiiv and/or consolidating agency. In
the other countries, the National Accounts Section may have to assist
the subject divisions in organizing the collection of data by clearly . ■

indicating requirements, by layin - down standards and definitions and

by assisting in finalising tabulation plans.

11. The statistical development work undertaken by INSS3 of France
in Tunisia and certain non-African countries is similar and compliment

ary to the work programme envisaged under NACP. An INSSE team of four

or' five persons is working with rroups.of national accountants in
selected countries. The object is to pro-vide guidance on how to improve

national accounts and regular missions. are o-rganirod to establish
capabilities. Two countries are dealt with at a time and the work is
financed jointly by France and U.N. .Such work, may be extended by INSE3

to ether African countries and it will naturally be complimentary to the

work of NACP.

Activities

12. As an essential prerequisite for building national accounts

capability, it is necessary, as already indicated, to undertake a

thorough examination of the availability of basic data in each selected .

country at the initial st^e itself and to prepare an appropriate plan

or programmeito improve the data flows from subject divisions and to
organise collection of additional information where required. The

next step will be co develop .the skill - conceptual and methodolo leal ».

in compiling national accounts and finally the organisational
arrangements required to ensure -proper continuation of the work. The

rjrogramme for developing the skill i.e. for training in national accounts

work, should envisage the integration of their work with that of other

specialised staff of the NSOs. It is also essential to form a clear

idea even at the.outset of the work as to how.the national accounts

data will be used. This will call for discussions with fiscal,

planning and other authorities. A national accounts capability project

organized alon~; the lines indicated above will have to (l) examine the
current availability of data and their use, (2) evaluate future data
requirements for short and Ion"-term economic planning (3) prepare
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a -olar for "a national accounts capability which is fully coordinated
with basic data collection and processing activities, (4) specify related
organisational arrangements for the national statistical system,
(*>) •-rein national ac^oun'is personnel in coordination with those for
other'activities, (6) prepare, a", all stages of its implementation
increasingly up-bo-date national accounts estimates and [1) consult

r planners rerardin^ applications. . ■

13. A plan for national accounts alon : these lines falls not far short
of a full-fled-ed -olan for national statistical development This
follows from '^he nature of national accounts themselves as a means of
integrating economic data and -uilin- the development of data supplies.

14. National projects are of course entirely the responsibility of
individual countries and the components listed earlier can.all be
implemented at the national level if technical and other resources are
svailable. Unfortunately many African countries do not have the
rlsour.es, particularly those acquired from technical experience to
formulate aid implement a plan for a national accounts capability as _

outlined in this proposal.

TS There is therefore a need for a modest regional supporting .
co^-oonent which will provide advis.ory services to i^^^^Sni^
an* also -ive practical help in reviewing estimates, organising training
Curses etc. The remainder of this proposal deals with the way in.
which the regional component will co-operate with individual countries. :

16. As activities of the regional component NACP envisages several
missions to each LDG covered by the programme. One regional adviser

Snder NACP could be made responsible to assist *h^V^tnTsu^ '
to start with in the first year, and 4 or even 5 ^, n~nJ^0^
seauent years to develop their basic statistics and the national
^cou^ts capability on the lines discussed. He would spend 3-4 weeks -
in S selected country possibly once every six months or more
frequent?* where required; and collaborate in (l) the organisation
oTcoSection and scrutiny of basic data through NHSCP and other
Droie-ts, (?) in actual compilation of national accounts and 13)
in iS^a? in.^ on-the-job training.- He would also organise training
seminaS once every year for personnel from these and other developing
,.1]Y1>ipq «+■ oome central place. Thus, to start with n. the iirst ,
ve^Uthree E^lish soeSing and three French s-peaking countries may be
Covered v NACP lor intensive attention with the help of two experienced
rP^onal advisers - one Sn 'lish s'oeakin and the other French speaking.
5nfactualTasSSor Levities may differ from country to country and
these will have to be defined more spe ..ifieally after initialt fact-
finding visits to each country. . The essential consideration in _
organising filld operations must be the capacity of individual countries
to make effective use of technical assistance.
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17; The programme on these broad lines may have to continue for an
a ;p oro on ate ~o erio d ( oo s s i_bl t "i~ wo i~ n fnii-n ■,«-.-,,-,-.-, n>,-p j_t ,

be expected to ;*ather sufficient exoeri er^c to ^'ti-rrrmf if ' '- "
reduction in >;he duration and frequency^of'bhe regionalAdviser Is
visits. One or two new countries (from each -rouo) may be added each
It v, f°m t seGonr- year onwards and it should' thus be possible, with
the help of ;wo experienced regional advisers, to cover about 20
countries (10 English speakin and 10 French speakin-) over a period
ot seven years. It is presently envisa-ed th^it about 20 LDCs ar^-NIOs

nV+ZL+L7er^G asy;el0Pin^ countries of Africa may require as'sistan-
01 ^s type.-. Those few oounones with individual country ex:o^rts on
national accounts may not be covered under NACP normally.

13. The NACP plans to provide one scholarship of one year's duration
for a suitable candidate from each country for'further training in
national accounts in the U.S. Department of Commerce, or the Centre
de perfeHionnement economique et financier (C^PSF) or anv similar
organisation elsewhere. In view of the high turriov^ of staff
.provision for a larger number of scholarships is desirable. This may
be arranrec subject to.availability of funds.

-t if envisa-e';- "that at end of a suitably lon..^ period of pssistance
n4 S nf^re' eaoh W0 should- ^ a lar-e extent be able to 'eveio-o
sufficient local expertise an^ may require only minimal assistance ^
thereafter from, the projert. Thus each country covered bv KACP mil
^to^1? S pro^ramme mfl continue to receive assistance under'the
project for vcvrym;: periods of 2 to 4 years and each re-ional adviser
rfill have to give concentrate- attention to ^ or 5 counties ^
simul-caneously, involvin- about "-10 missions a year.

pl°n TV be,ma;le ™*r KACP *° supply minor equipment such
necessar^. S' ^licatin^ machines, spare parts, etco where

21. The NAOP thus -ims at ;orovi:.in all -loscible assistance in the
form of a packa ;e pro. r;Mie go hasten the ^.eveloomen; of-a national '
account capability in as many African countries «s ^ossibi e at

■Z^'nT^* The llfS °f 'he Pr°3e--t as. presently envisaged is for a
20 couJ^TJn^ 1'ears so aa to be able to cater to the neer^s of about
10 countries on the lines discussed. The first three years may be
considered as constitute ■ the first phase of the project and the lest

Sfief?na?hth?-a^0^ ^^ The SeCOnd ?hase °f ^ Project may bemodified m the li-ht of achivements and experience durin- the first
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Output

22O As a result of the implementation of the programme, it is expected
that about 20 developing countries of Africa should become better
oauro-d to compile timely and reliable national accounts statistics lor
use W planning and economic policy formulation as part of their regular
programme of work. They should have a more reliable and internally
consistent set of national accounts statistics for a few years.^ They
should also have a more organised and comprehensive flow of basic
statistics. It should lead to a fuller use of data collected under
various projects such- as the National Household Survey Capability
Programme, and other censuses and surveys and should contribute>to the
improvement of policy makin ■ capacity of planning and finance ministries.
It should also lead to comprehensive country mission reports containing

guidelines on various technical problems confronting NSOs.

_Inp_utj3

23 Project personnels Two experienced national accounts specialists -
one English speaking and the other French speakin - will be required.
Both of them should have had long experience of national accounts work
in Africa,, Services of consultants (two man-months each year) will fee
required to assist in the organisation and conduct of seminars and for
any special missions. Administrative support in the form of secretaries
will have to be.provided to both the specialists.

24 The SOA Regional Adviser in National Accounts will naturally devote
the bulk of his time to NACP activities for the English speaking countries
and as such,, it. may not be necessary to ^cruit^under NACP the specialist
meant for the English speakin- countries. Possibilities of financing the
rest of the project inputs are bein^ explored,

25 Travel- Travel and per diem for both experts for an average of
3-9 missions" a year for each expert will have to be provided,

ECA input

26. Technical backstoppin- of the project has to be provided byJ*®
Statistics Division of 3CA. ECA will have to provide office accommodation,
office equipment and supplies and also meet other miscellaneous coots.
The 2CA Re-ional Adviser in National Accounts, as already mentioned, will
devote the bulk of his time to NACP activities,

Institutional framework

27, The team appointed under the project will be located at ECA _
Headquarters at Addis Ababa. In the secretariat, the Statistics Dxvxsxon
will have primary responsibility for the running and co-ordination of the
proie^tl It will work in close collaboration with all agencies interested
in the development of statistics in Africa, The interested or concerned
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TENTATIVE BUDGET OP NACP

(US 3 000)
1982/3 1983/4 1984/5 1985/6 1986/7 1987/8 1988/9

Salaries

Chief Technical

Adviser

Second specialist

Secretaries (2)

Consultants (two
man months

each year)

Travel

Training seminars

(2 unilingual
seminars)

Fellowship

(3 each year)

Miscellaneous

Assistance

to countries

(pocket-

calculators,

spare parts,

etc, )

Miscellaneous

(at 3CA)

Total

Administrative

overhead

(14$ of Total)

Appendix D

coverage (1$
of Total)

Grand Total

80

80

16

10

186

3b

80

45

5

3

355

50

4

409

86

86

18

11

201

40

88

50

5

3

387

54

4

445

94

94

20

12

220

44

96

55

6

3

424

59

4

487

104

104

22

13

243
49

105

60

6

4

467

65

5

537

114

114

24

14

266

54

115

66

7

4

512

72

5

589

125

125

26

15

£91
bO

126

72

7

4

560

78

6

644

137

137

29

16

319 ~
bb

138

80

8

5

616

86

6

708




