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I. BACKGROUND 

 

International migration in Africa has been increasingly in the spotlight of national, 

continental and global debate. The increasing scale of human mobility and the loss of many 

migrants’ lives have raised questions about the relevance of the existing national and 

international tools to deal with migration-related challenges and tap on the benefits of safe and 

orderly migration. The development of a “Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 

Migration” was the key outcome of the High Level Summit on Large Movements of Refugees 

and Migrants held on 19 September 2016. 

 

The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration is expected to establish 

the main internationally-agreed principles and global commitments regarding the multifaceted 

dimensions of international migration, the global governance and international cooperation 

mechanisms on migration management. The Global Compact is framed in line with the target 

10.7 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in which Member States committed to 

cooperate internationally to facilitate safe, orderly and regular migration and its scope is 

defined in Annex II of the New York Declaration.1 

 

In the 2030 Agenda, more than 40 targets have been identified across 15 of the 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with direct or indirect implications regarding 

migrants, refugees, and situations compelling migration. Among all targets, SDG target 10.7 is 

the focus for migration in the 2030 Agenda. It calls for “well-managed migration policies”, and 

hence encompasses all aspects of migration. In addition to the SDGs, international migration 

is included in many other regional, continental and international frameworks including the 

2063 Agenda,2 the Migration Policy Framework for Africa (MPFA) – 2018, The African 

Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), Paris Climate Change Agreement,3 and the New 

Urban Agenda.4 

 

Issues related to international migration, its challenges and opportunities are diverse 

and no single agency or Member State can handle them on its own. Within this context, over 

the years, ECA, IOM and AUC have built partnerships for migration in response to Africa’s 

commitments. In line with the Secretary General’s Reforms, Regional Economic Commissions 

provide the connective tissue between the global and local levels and offer regional 

perspectives on global issues. Regional Commissions have a primary role as policy think tanks, 

provide data and analytical services and policy advice to address regional issues, and support 

the development of a wide range of regional norms, standards and conventions. 

 

In addition, due to the importance of migration agenda in Africa and in fulfilling its 

constitutive mandate, the AUC through its decision making bodies developed a common 

African Position (CAP) on the Global Compact for Migration (GCM) that has guided the 

African Group in New York on the ongoing intergovernmental negotiations. Jointly with ECA 

and IOM, AUC has provided technical guidance and support to the African Group in New York 

and has continuously followed up the negotiations since they began in February, 2018. 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.iom.int/global-compact-migration  
2 For more details see: http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/pdf/au/agenda2063.pdf  
3 For more details see: 

https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf  
4 For more details see: http://habitat3.org/wp-content/uploads/Habitat-III-New-Urban-Agenda-10-September-

2016.pdf  
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It is in this backdrop that the ECA, IOM and AUC are jointly organizing a consultative 

meeting of the GCM co-facilitators and Ambassadors and Representatives of African 

Embassies based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The two GCM co-facilitators are the Ambassadors 

and Permanent Representatives of Mexico and Switzerland to the United Nations in New York. 

 

II. OBJECTIVES 

 

 The main objectives of the consultative meeting on migration in Addis Ababa are: 

 

(a) To provide an opportunity for the co-facilitators to brief the Ambassadors and 

Representatives of African Embassies on the ongoing intergovernmental negotiations of the 

Global Compact for Migration; 

 

(b) the GCM co-facilitators and African Ambassadors can exchange information on 

perspectives and realities on migration in Africa; and 

 

(c) To provide a forum for participants to discuss and propose inputs in relevant areas 

of the Global Compact for Migration (Ambassadors and Representatives of African Embassies, 

the Senior Officials of ECA, IOM and AUC together with the Representatives of Regional 

Economic Communities based in Addis Ababa, Panel Members of the High Level Panel on 

Migration). 
 

III. FORMAT OF THE MEETING 

  

 The consultative meeting will be in plenary. The discussions will focus on the Global 

Compact for Migration with participants allowed to deliberate on the ongoing 

intergovernmental negotiations. 

 

IV. EXPECTED OUTCOME 

 

 It is anticipated that the discussions will provide relevant inputs to the Global Compact 

for Migration based on Africa’s migration priorities before the sixth and final round of 

intergovernmental negotiations in New York that is scheduled for 9 to 13 July 2018. 

 

V. PARTICIPANTS 

 

 The consultative meeting is expected to bring together the Ambassadors and 

Representatives of African Embassies, the Senior Officials of ECA, IOM and AUC together 

with the Representatives of Regional Economic Communities based in Addis Ababa, Panel 

Members of the High Level Panel on Migration, the UN Special Representative to the Secretary 

General for International Migration, the Representative of the African Group and the Co-

facilitators of the Global Compact for Migration.  

 

VI. DATES AND VENUE 
 

 The consultative meeting will be held on 22 June 2018 at the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa Conference Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
 

 


