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Concept note 

Introduction 
Regional Climate Outlook Forums are an innovative process initiated by the Climate Information 

and Prediction Services project of the World Meteorological Organization, in collaboration with 

National Meteorological and Hydrological Services, regional institutions and other international 

organizations. In Africa, the first series of Forums were conducted in 1996.  

The aim of the Regional Climate Outlook Forums is to provide consensus on regional seasonal 

climate outlooks for applications in climate-sensitive socioeconomic sectors for support in building 

resilience and sustainable development.1 The Forums were established to focus on seasonal predictions. 

Several regional climate centres have expanded the mandate of the Forums to address increased capacity 

to adapt to climate change. The utility of the Forums is also being extended to developing and 

disseminating regional climate change information products.  

Under the Weather and Climate Information Services for Africa (WISER) programme,2 the 

African Climate Policy Centre launched the inaugural Regional Climate Outlook Forums knowledge 

exchange event in Addis Ababa on 23 March 2018. At the gathering, participants from the regional 

climate centres shared useful lessons on their practices of organizing the Forums. An outcome of the 

event was a decision to establish a community of focal points for the Forums from the regional climate 

centres. To further plan and establish a framework for future activities of the group, the Centre is 

planning a follow-up workshop on 14 May 2018 on the margins of the forty-ninth Greater Horn of 

Africa Climate Outlook Forum, to be held in Djibouti. 

About the Weather and Climate Information Services for Africa programme 

WISER was conceived by the Department for International Development of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in 2015 to stimulate the uptake of climate information by 

policymakers and vulnerable groups, including young people and women. The rationale behind the 

programme is the need to devise solutions to Africa’s increasingly variable weather and climate, which 

threaten development.  

Objectives 
The purpose of the knowledge exchange and partnership workshop is to provide a platform for 

African regional climate centres to deliberate on a conceptual framework for producing guidelines and 

procedures for organizing impactful Regional Climate Outlook Forums in Africa. 

                                                           
1 See Intergovernmental Authority on Development Climate Prediction and Applications Centre, The forty-

fourth Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum (GHACO44) announcement, 2016. Available at 

www.icpac.net/wp-content/uploads/GHACOF-44-Announcement.pdf. 
2 More information available at www.uneca.org/wiser. 

file:///C:/Users/dcoza/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/A0BN3CAU/www.uneca.org/wiser
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Expected results 
1. A framework for and next steps in the compilation of guidelines for organizing effective Regional 

Climate Outlook Forums in Africa. 

2. Contribution by regional climate centres of best practices that can potentially be used to develop 

guidelines. 

3. Feedback by participants from the East Africa region attending the forty-ninth session of the 

Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum. 

4. Formal launch of the organizational partnership and knowledge exchange community of the 

climate centres and Forums. 

5. Identify the opportunities, networking and process necessary to realize the objectives of the 

knowledge exchange partnership.  

Structure  
The focal points from the African regional climate centres leading the consensus forecasts 

production, the organization of the Regional Climate Outlook Forums and stakeholder outreach will 

convene for a two-hour or three-hour session in which brainstorming on producing guidelines and 

procedures for organizing the Forums will take place. Members of the partnership will also share lessons 

learned, best practices and success stories from the experience of organizing Forums in their subregion. 

 

The second part of the event will be an open session for participants at the forty-ninth session of 

the Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum. Members of the Regional Climate Outlook Forums 

knowledge partnership will present the proposed concept of developing guidelines and seek feedback 

from the participants. 
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