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Good morning, Excellencies, ECA Executive Secretary Vera Songwe, representatives of 

United Nations agencies in Addis Ababa and members of the secretariat. I welcome you to the 

eighteenth session of the quarterly ambassador briefing of the African Ambassador/Permanent 

Representatives to ECA. Excellencies, as you may recall, this briefing was initially scheduled to 

be held on 12 June 2017, but, owing to circumstances beyond the secretariat’s control, it was 

postponed. Although belated, please join me in welcoming Ms. Songwe as the new Executive 

Secretary of ECA. We look forward to working with her to advance Africa’s agenda.  

 

I wish to extend a special welcome to new Permanent Representatives and their delegates 

who are joining us for the first time.  

 

*********** 

 

Excellencies, before you is the agenda of the briefing. I propose that we adopt it as is, 

unless anyone has an objection. 

 

(If there are no objections, then the Chair signals  

the adoption with the gavel) 
 

The agenda is adopted. 

 

(Subsequent to the adoption of the agenda) 

 

********** 
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I now move to agenda item 3: Overview of recent and emerging activities by the 

Executive Secretary, Vera Songwe.  
 

Distinguished colleagues, before I give the floor to the Executive Secretary, I would like 

to thank the secretariat for heeding our requests to provide us with the advance report of its 

activities, which will be the subject of this briefing, in order to allow us enough time to review 

them and be able to engage the secretariat meaningfully.  

 

Distinguished colleagues, in the light of this, the Executive Secretary will provide an 

introductory overview of recent and emerging activities of the secretariat, after which we will 

engage in discussion on the detailed activity report submitted to us. 

 

It is now my pleasure to call upon the Executive Secretary to make her presentation.  

 

Madam, you have the floor. 

 

(After the ES’s briefing) 

 

Thank you, Ms. Songwe, for a very insightful briefing.  

 

************* 

 

I now move to agenda item 4: Discussion of the activities of the Economic Commission 

for Africa 

 

I hope our distinguished colleagues have reviewed the report submitted to us and are ready 

to engage with the Executive Secretary. I now give the floor to these distinguished colleagues for 

your comments and observations on the report shared. 

 

(After the final comment and possible response from the Executive Secretary and/or 

secretariat) 

 

Thank you, distinguished colleagues. 

 

********** 

 

Excellences, I would now like to move to agenda item 5: Tentative date of the nineteenth 

session of the quarterly ambassador’s briefing. 

 

I invite the Executive Secretary to inform us of the proposed date for the nineteenth session 

of the quarterly ambassador’s briefing  

 

[The ES provides the tentative date] 

 

*********** 
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Distinguished colleagues, there being no further interventions at this point, with your 

permission I would like to move to any other matters. 

  

I invite our distinguished colleagues to take the floor on any other matters. 

[After that] 

 

Does the secretariat have any other matters to discuss? 

[After that] 

 

There being no other business, I call the meeting to a close.  


