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Introduction 

1. The special meeting of the Permanent Representatives of the member States 

to the Economic Commission for Africa was held in Addis Ababa, on 12 June 2017. 

I. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 
and programme of work [agenda items 1 and 2] 

A. Attendance 

2. The special meeting of the Permanent Representatives of the member States to 

the Economic Commission for Africa was attended by the following member States:  

Algeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Côte d’Ivoire, 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, 

Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, 

Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, 

Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, South Africa, South Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, 

Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

B. Opening statements 

3. The Special meeting of the Permanent Representatives of the member States 

to the Economic Commission for Africa was chaired by H.E. Mr. Baye Moctar Diop, 

Ambassador of Senegal to Ethiopia and Permanent Representative of Senegal to the 

African Union and the Economic Commission for Africa. Ambassador Diop opened 

the special meeting and welcomed all participants to the Economic Commission for 

Africa (ECA). He explained that the special meeting was convened to give member 

States the opportunity to consider the statutory issues of ECA prior to their submission 

to the various organs of the United Nations, including the Economic and Social 

Council. 
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4. He presented the provisional agenda, which included the Report of the 

Executive Secretary on the activities of the Economic Commission for Africa 

(covering the period April 2016 to March 2017), the proposed programme budget for 

the biennium 2018–2019, and the draft resolutions. Mr. Diop recalled that the 

proposed programme budget was based on the ECA strategic framework for 2018-

2019 (E/ECA/COE/35/5-AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/5(II)), which had been approved by 

member States in 2016 during the ninth Joint Annual Meetings of the African Union 

Specialized Technical Committee on Finance, Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning 

and Integration and the Economic Commission for Africa Conference of Ministers of 

Finance, Planning and Economic Development. 

5. Mr. Abdalla Hamdok, Executive Secretary a.i. of the Economic Commission 

for Africa, welcomed all Permanent Representatives to the special meeting and 

thanked them for their participation. He said that following the adjournment of the 

tenth Joint Annual Meetings in Dakar, a task force had been formed to consider the 

processes involved in the future organization of the Conference of Ministers. He 

observed that guidance from Headquarters was being sought in that regard. Mr. 

Hamdok reiterated that the purpose of the special meeting was to deliberate on the 

Commission’s two statutory issues before they are presented to the United Nations 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, scheduled to meet 

in New York on 20 June 2017. He expected the meeting to focus on the three relevant 

agenda items, which were currently before the Permanent Representatives for their 

consideration and adoption. Reiterating the remarks of the Chair, Mr. Hamdok 

referred to the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2018–2019, which was 

based on the ECA strategic framework for 2018–2019; the latter had been approved 

at the 2016 Conference of Ministers. He emphasized that the programme budget 

provided a road map for delivering on the Commission’s strategic framework, while 

taking into account lessons learned from delivery as stipulated in the 2016 annual 

report and the draft resolutions. 

6. The agenda and programme of work were adopted with no amendments: 

1. Opening of the meeting 

2. Adoption of the provisional agenda and the provisional programme of 

work 

3. Consideration of the Report of the Executive Secretary on the activities 

of the Economic Commission for Africa (covering the period April 

2016 to March 2017) 

4. Consideration of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 

2018–2019 

5. Consideration of the recommendations and adoption of the draft 

resolutions  

6. Consideration and approval of matters presented 

7. Closing of the meeting 

II. Consideration of the Report of the Executive 
Secretary on the activities of the Economic 
Commission for Africa (covering the period April 
2016 to March 2017) [agenda item 3] 

A. Presentation 

7. The representative of the secretariat presented the annual report on the work of 

ECA, entitled Report of the Executive Secretary on the activities of the Economic 

Commission for Africa (covering the period April 2016 to March 2017) 

(E/ECA/COE/36/5 AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/5(III)). 
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8. Presenting the 2016 annual report on the work of ECA, the representative of 

the secretariat briefly reviewed the contribution by ECA to transformation in the 

continent through its policy influence by way of credible, trusted knowledge products 

and capacity development interventions. Those took place at three levels: globally, 

through the development of a coherent framework and an integrated approach to 

reporting on achievements of Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda; regionally, by 

convening high-level dialogues and meetings such as those of the High-level Panel on 

Illicit Financial Flows and the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Development; 

and nationally, through the targeted, systematic and integrated application of 

evidence-based knowledge products and capacity development activities.  

B. Discussion 

9. ECA was commended for the quality of its annual report for 2016. Concerns 

were raised that, in African countries, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

was more visible and that more emphasis was placed on it than on Agenda 2063. It 

was observed that reports containing many important findings of ECA research, which 

were mentioned in the annual report, had not been disseminated to African Diplomatic 

Missions in Addis Ababa. In that regard, ECA was requested to share its products and 

reports with Diplomatic Missions in Addis Ababa. 

10. The Permanent Representatives commended ECA for developing the Regional 

Integration Index, in collaboration with the African Union and the African 

Development Bank, and stressed the need to update regularly the index. That was 

particularly important in the context of the African continental free trade area, the 

negotiation of which was ongoing, but which was expected to deepen the continent’s 

regional integration. It was noted that the index was an instrument that allowed a 

rigorous assessment of progress in Africa’s regional integration and that the next 

edition of the report containing updates on the index would be published in 2018. The 

process of establishing the continental free trade area had to be aligned with ongoing 

efforts to put in place a sustainable financing mechanism for African Union activities. 

11. On the priorities of Agenda 2063 that are not in the Agenda 2030, ECA was 

requested to align its work with programmes of the African Union, such as the 

continental free trade area and the “silencing the guns in 2020” initiative. 

12. The Permanent Representatives noted the important role played by the 

subregional offices in supporting the economic and social development of ECA 

member States. In that regard, they urged ECA to deploy the necessary human and 

financial resources in order to enable the subregional offices to play their roles 

adequately. The secretariat informed the Permanent Representatives that the 

recruitment of the Director of the Subregional Office for North Africa was being 

finalized. The importance of ECA support to the regional economic communities, 

such as the Community of Sahel-Saharan States, was also underscored. To that end, 

the secretariat informed the Permanent representatives that ECA considered its 

support to regional economic communities a priority, in its work on regional 

integration, and had assisted the Community of Sahel-Saharan States in the past in 

developing its strategy. Another example of ECA support to regional economic 

communities was the assistance provided to the Southern African Development 

Community to develop its industrial policy.  

13. In terms of geographical representation of ECA staff, the secretariat informed 

the Permanent Representatives that ECA made every effort to ensure the 

representation of member States in its workforce. 

14. The work of ECA on the development of technology policy was 

acknowledged. The Commission was nevertheless urged to explore the possibility of 

supporting technology innovations, including through assistance to technology parks 

and centres of excellence in member States.  
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III. Consideration of the proposed programme budget for 
the biennium 2018–2019 [agenda item 4] 

A. Presentation 

15. The representative of the secretariat presented the proposed programme budget 

for the biennium 2018–2019 (E/ECA/COE/36/7 AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/7(III)) and 

emphasized that the Commission’s work over that period was essentially a 

continuation of its work over the biennia 2014–2015 and 2016–2017, with due 

consideration for the development context shaping the region and the Commission’s 

key mandates. The overall level of resources proposed for the biennium 2018–2019 

to facilitate the implementation of the ECA programme of work was set at 

$206,503,300, of which the regular budget for the three sections (11,18 and 23) 

represented $165,353,300, while extra budgetary resources were projected to be 

$41,150,000. 

16. The proposed budget reflected a reduction (under Sections 18 and 11) of 1.5 

per cent. That reduction stemmed from two sources: first, the deployment of the 

Secretariat’s enterprise resource planning system, Umoja, the benefits of which were 

anticipated in 2018–2019; and second, the ECA portion of the reduction mandated by 

General Assembly resolution 71/274, which required the Secretariat to reduce the total 

budget by $219 million. 

17. The increase reflected by the proposed budget under Section 23 of 0.8 per cent 

represented additional funds approved for assisting member States in the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda Sustainable Development. 

B. Discussion 

18. Observations were made regarding the importance of ECA establishing 

contacts with prospective donors on the extra-budgetary component of the 

Commission’s proposed programme budget for the biennium 2018–2019, with 

particular reference to the current difficulties in fund-raising. Further, it was noted 

that the decrease in official development assistance provided an opportunity for Africa 

to shape its destiny and prioritize the mobilization of funding from within the 

continent. At present, for example, ECA was involved in advanced stages of 

negotiation for funding with the Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa. 

19. The Permanent Representatives noted that the current special meeting was an 

extraordinary measure taken to ensure that the proposed programme budget for the 

biennium 2018–2019 was ready for review by the United Nations Advisory 

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, to be held in New York on 

20 June 2017 and, subsequently, to go before the Fifth Committee of the General 

Assembly. 

IV. Consideration of the recommendations and adoption 
of the draft resolutions [agenda item 5] 

Resolutions 

20. The representative of the secretariat read out to the meeting the draft 

resolutions (see the annex) in the following order: 

(1) 953(L) Proposed programme of work and proposed programme budget 

of the Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018–2019 

Programme 15, Section 18 

(2) 954(L) Proposed programme of work and proposed programme budget 

of the Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018–2019 
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Section 23. Regular programme of technical cooperation 

(3) 955(L) Proposed programme of work and proposed programme budget 

of the Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018–2019 

Programme 9, Section 11 

V. Consideration and approval of matters presented  

[agenda item 6] 

21. A number of Permanent Representatives of member States to the Commission 

expressed the desire to be granted more time to return to their capitals for a clear 

mandate to deliberate on the two statutory issues on behalf of the Ministers of Finance, 

Planning and Economic Development, and to adopt the resolutions. 

22. Following this plea, the Chair proposed and the Permanent Representatives 

agreed that a silent procedure be applied up to and including Thursday, 15 June 2017, 

in order to allow for the timely submission of the outcomes of the special meeting for 

consideration by the various United Nations bodies, including the Economic and 

Social Council.  

VI. Closing of the meeting [agenda item 7] 

23. The Chair thanked the Permanent Representatives for their participation and 

contributions. He congratulated the Executive Secretary a.i. for convening the meeting 

and for his very useful clarifications throughout. The Chair also expressed his 

particular appreciation for the fact that all relevant documentation had been made 

available by the secretariat well in advance of the special meeting, which facilitated a 

smooth process of deliberation and fruitful outcomes. 
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Annex 

Resolutions1 

Resolution 953(L) 

Proposed programme of work and proposed programme budget of 

the Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019 

Programme 15, Section 18 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 41/203 of 11 December 1986 and all 

subsequent resolutions on programme planning,  

Recalling also its resolution 844 (XXXIX) of 15 May 2006, in which it 

endorsed the repositioning of the Economic Commission for Africa to respond better 

to the priorities of the continent, and its resolution 908 (XLVI) of 26 March 2013, in 

which it mandated the Economic Commission for Africa to establish its new strategic 

direction and programme structure,  

Taking into consideration its resolution 943 (XLIX) of 5 April 2016, in which 

it endorsed the proposed strategic framework and biennial programme plan of the 

Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019, and General Assembly 

resolution 71/6 of 27 October 2016, in which the Assembly endorsed the conclusions 

and recommendations of the Committee for Programme and Coordination on the 

proposed strategic framework for the period 2018-2019 contained in chapter II, 

section B (ii), of the Committee’s report on the work of its fifty-sixth session,2 

Noting the unique dual roles of the Economic Commission for Africa as a 

United Nations entity whose main mandate is to promote the economic and social 

development of its member States and as a pan-African institute that aims to achieve 

a higher level of policy influence in support of the structural transformation agenda 

of Africa, 

Taking note of the report of the Executive Secretary on the activities of the 

Economic Commission for Africa,3 which highlights progress made towards the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Agenda 2063,  

Noting that the draft proposed programme of work and proposed programme 

budget of the Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019 reflect 

the economic and social development priorities of its member States,  

1. Adopts the proposed programme budget of the Economic Commission 

for Africa for the biennium 2018- 2019;4 

                                                           
1 In the present resolutions, a specific “Programme” mentioned in the title of the resolutions refers to the 

programme category in the General Assembly’s proposed strategic framework for a given period, see the 

example at http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/70/Prop_strat_framework_2018-2019.html. A specific “Section” 

in the title of the resolutions refers to the section category in the General Assembly’s proposed 

programme budget, see the example at http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/70/ppb1617sg.shtml     
2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-first Session, Supplement No. 16 (A/71/16). 
3 E/ECA/COE/36/5. 
4 Add number once released 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/70/Prop_strat_framework_2018-2019.html
http://www.un.org/en/ga/fifth/70/ppb1617sg.shtml
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2. Calls upon its strategic partners, the African Union Commission, the 

African Development Bank, the regional economic communities, the Planning and 

Coordinating Agency of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, member 

States, United Nations agencies, intergovernmental and non-governmental 

organizations, major groups and donors to support the implementation of the 

programme of work of the Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-

2019. 

(Special meeting, 15 June 2017) 

Resolution 954(L) 

Proposed programme of work and proposed programme budget of 

the Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019 

Section 23. Regular programme of technical cooperation 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 58(I) of 14 December 1946, which 

established the Regular Programme of Technical Cooperation to support developing 

countries, least developed countries, countries with economies in transition, and 

countries emerging from conflict in their capacity-development efforts and all 

subsequent resolutions on the Regular Programme of Technical Cooperation,  

Recalling also its resolution 844 (XXXIX) of 15 May 2006, in which it 

endorsed the repositioning of the Economic Commission for Africa to respond better 

to the priorities of the continent, and its resolution 908 (XLVI) of 26 March 2013, in 

which it mandated the Economic Commission for Africa to establish its new strategic 

direction and programme structure,  

Taking into consideration its resolution 943 (XLIX) of 5 April 2016, in which 

it endorsed the proposed strategic framework and biennial programme plan of the 

Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019, and General Assembly 

resolution 71/6 of 27 October 2016, in which the Assembly endorsed the conclusions 

and recommendations of the Committee for Programme and Coordination on the 

proposed strategic framework for the period 2018-2019 contained in chapter II, 

section B (ii), of the Committee’s report on the work of its fifty-sixth session,5 

 Noting the unique dual roles of the Economic Commission for Africa as a 

United Nations entity whose main mandate is to promote the economic and social 

development of its member States and as a pan-African institute that aims to achieve 

a higher level of policy influence in support of the structural transformation agenda 

of Africa, 

 Taking note of the report of the Executive Secretary on the activities of the 

Economic Commission for Africa,6 which highlights progress made towards the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Agenda 2063,  

 Noting that the draft proposed programme budget of the Economic 

Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019 for Section 23 reflects the 

economic and social development priorities of its member States,  

1. Adopts the proposed programme budget of the Economic Commission 

for Africa for the biennium 2018- 2019;7 

2. Calls upon its strategic partners, the African Union Commission, the 

African Development Bank, the regional economic communities, the Planning and 

                                                           
5 Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-first Session, Supplement No. 16 (A/71/16). 
6 E/ECA/COE/36/5. 
7 Add number once released 
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Coordinating Agency of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, member 

States, United Nations agencies, intergovernmental and non-governmental 

organizations, major groups and donors to support the implementation of the Regular 

Programme of Technical Cooperation, and programmes of work of the Economic 

Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019. 

(Special meeting, 15 June 2017) 

Resolution 955(L) 

Proposed programme of work and proposed programme budget of 

the Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019 

Programme 9, Section 11  

 The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 57/7 of 4 November 2002, which 

endorsed the recommendation of the Secretary-General that the New 

Partnership for Africa’s Development, as decided by the Assembly of Heads of 

State and Government of the Organization of African Unity at its thirty-seventh 

ordinary session, held in Lusaka from 9 to 11 July 2001, should be the 

framework within which the international community, including the United 

Nations system, should concentrate its efforts for Africa’s development, and 

called upon the United Nations system, within respective mandates, to align its 

activities in Africa with the priorities of the New Partnership, in accordance with the 

priorities determined by each African country, and urges the scaling up of resources 

for this purpose, and also called upon the United Nations system to enhance its 

advocacy role and public information activities in support of Africa’s development, 

and urged the United Nations system, in coordinating its activities at the national, 

regional and global levels, to foster a coherent response, including through close 

collaboration with bilateral donors in the implementation of the New Partnership in 

response to the needs of individual countries within the larger framework of the New 

Partnership, and all subsequent resolutions on the New Partnership for Africa’s 

Development, 

Recalling also its resolution 844 (XXXIX) of 15 May 2006, in which it 

endorsed the repositioning of the Economic Commission for Africa to respond better 

to the priorities of the continent, and its resolution 908 (XLVI) of 26 March 2013, in 

which it mandated the Economic Commission for Africa to establish its new strategic 

direction and programme structure,  

Taking into consideration its resolution 943 (XLIX) of 5 April 2016, in which 

it endorsed the proposed strategic framework and biennial programme plan of the 

Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019, and General Assembly 

resolution 71/6 of 27 October 2016, in which the Assembly endorsed the conclusions 

and recommendations of the Committee for Programme and Coordination on the 

proposed strategic framework for the period 2018-2019 contained in chapter II, 

section B (ii), of the Committee’s report on the work of its fifty-sixth session,8 

Noting the unique dual roles of the Economic Commission for Africa as a 

United Nations entity whose main mandate is to promote the economic and social 

development of its member States and as a pan-African institute that aims to achieve 

                                                           
8 Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-first Session, Supplement No. 16 (A/71/16). 
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a higher level of policy influence in support of the structural transformation agenda 

of Africa, 

Taking note of the report of the Executive Secretary on the activities of the 

Economic Commission for Africa,9 which highlights progress made towards the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Agenda 2063,  

Noting that the draft proposed programme budget of the Economic 

Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019 for Programme 9, Section 11 

reflects the economic and social development priorities of its member States,  

1. Adopts the proposed programme budget of the Economic Commission 

for Africa for the biennium 2018- 2019;10 

2. Calls upon its strategic partners, the African Union Commission, the 

African Development Bank, the regional economic communities, the Planning and 

Coordinating Agency of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, member 

States, United Nations agencies, intergovernmental and non-governmental 

organizations, major groups and donors to support the implementation of the New 

Partnership for Africa’s Development, and programmes of work of the Economic 

Commission for Africa for the biennium 2018-2019. 

(Special meeting, 15 June 2017) 

 

_______________ 

                                                           
9 E/ECA/COE/36/5. 
10 Add number once released 


