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The acting Executive Secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Africa (ECA) will convene the six-
teenth quarterly briefing meeting with African am-
bassadors accredited to Ethiopia on 9 November 
2016 in Addis Ababa, to exchange views on the 
work of the Commission. This briefing note pro-
vides an overview of the substantive work carried 
out by the Commission over the past four months, 
highlights the key events that will take place over 
the next three months, and discusses some of the 
Commission’s new partnerships. 

The acting Executive Secretary also takes this 
opportunity to report that the Commission has 
unveiled new guidelines on the proper use of its 
brand identity. The guidelines are contained in the 
form of a brand book aimed at ensuring that ECA’s 
outreach and communication efforts present the 
Commission accurately, consistently and coher-
ently. The ECA brand book is the result of sev-
eral months of efforts by senior management to 
articulate a consistent new visual identity system 
for all ECA internal and external printed and digital 
products, as well as the physical infrastructure for 
this system.

Activities from July to 
October 2016
The present briefing note focuses on substantive 
areas of work, grouped under topics relating to 
the Commission’s programme of work: key events; 
knowledge generation and information-sharing; 
and capacity development, which includes con-
sensus-building and providing technical support 
to member States.

A. Key events 

1. Review of the African Geological 
Mineral Information System strategy 

A meeting of geological experts aimed at reviewing 
the African Geological Mineral Information System 
strategy was held in Cape Town, South Africa, in 
August. The strategy introduces initiatives compli-

ant with the African Mining Vision (AMV) that will 
improve geological and geospatial information and 
its use in mining and in broad development pro-
cesses in Africa. 

2. Expert Group Meeting on Population 
and Housing Censuses

In July, an expert group meeting was held in Kenya 
to revise the Africa Addendum to the Principles 
and Recommendations for Population and Hous-
ing Censuses. The main objective of the meeting 
was to discuss the draft outlines of Revision 1 of 
the Africa Addendum and provide further inputs 
that could be considered in the revision process, 
especially with regard to conceptual and defini-
tional changes and data requirements that could 
arise due to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment and Agenda 2063. Side meetings were 
held to discuss the 2020 Africa Programme on 
Population and Housing Censuses Decade (2015–
2024) workplan for 2016 – 2020.

3. Regional Forum: Developmental 
Regionalism, Peace and Economic 
Transformation in Southern Africa

The forum was organized in partnership with the 
African Peacebuilding Network of the United 
States of America-based Social Science Research 
Council, in collaboration with the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) secretariat, and 
was hosted by Swaziland in September. The main 
objective of the forum was to explore the notion 
of developmental regionalism and how it applies 
to Southern Africa within the context of the de-
velopment trajectory of SADC. In its outcome 
statement, the forum offered key policy options 
and strategies on how developmental regionalism 
could be accomplished and sustained in Southern 
Africa, for consideration by member States, re-
gional economic communities, intergovernmental 
organizations and development partners, to pro-
mote economic transformation in the region. ECA 
also presented preliminary findings from research 
papers on the following topics: the Theory and 
Discourse of Developmental Regionalism; Mone-
tary Union in Southern Africa; Central Bank Inde-
pendence in Southern Africa: Progress and Pros-

Briefing Note



3

pects; and Mineral Value Chain Development and 
Policy Harmonization in SADC: Opportunities and 
Challenges. 

4. United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) session 
and World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Public Forum

In July and September, ECA participated and made 
interventions in the fourteenth session of UNC-
TAD in Nairobi, and also organized a session at 
the WTO Public Forum. During these events, the 
Commission launched three of its reports: Inno-
vation, Competitiveness and Regional Integration; 
Africa Regional Integration Index; and Investment 
Policies and Bilateral Investment Treaties in Afri-
ca: Implications for Regional Integration. In the 
last of these, the launch was followed by a panel 
discussion on the challenges and policy recom-
mendations associated with attracting foreign di-
rect investment into Africa geared to development 
outcomes in the continent, and how opportunities 
for creating a more conducive environment for in-
vestment could be pursued, while also considering 
reforming the investment dispute system which 
currently exists under bilateral investment treaties.

5. Sixth Climate Change and 
Development in Africa Conference 

Under the auspices of the Climate for Develop-
ment in Africa (ClimDev-Africa) programme, in 
October ECA coordinated in Ethiopia the sixth 
Climate Change and Development in Africa Con-
ference, with the theme “Paris Agreement: What 
next for Africa?” The overall objective of the Con-
ference was to understand the implementation 
implications, nuances, challenges and opportuni-
ties of the Paris Agreement for Africa in the con-
text of the continent’s development priorities. 

6. Continued launches of the 2016 
Economic Report on Africa 

The 2016 Economic Report on Africa was launched 
in various countries during the reporting period: 
Lusaka, Zambia; Khartoum, the Sudan; Addis Aba-
ba, Ethiopia; Abuja, Nigeria; and Accra, Ghana.

B. Knowledge generation and 
information-sharing

The Commission’s knowledge-generating activ-
ities and products cover a wide range of topical 
economic issues. Some of the publications com-
pleted during the reporting period include:

a) Millennium Development Goals to Agenda 
2030/Sustainable Development Goals 
Transition Report 2016;

b) Investment Policies and Bilateral Investment 
Treaties in Africa: Implications for Regional 
Integration;

c) New Fringe Pastoralism (NFP) Development, 
Conflict and Insecurity in the Horn of Africa and 
the Sahel;

d)  “Africa Statistics Flash”, which is intended to 
provide a snapshot of the macroeconomic 
and socio-demographic status of Africa using 
selected indicators;

e) Framing matters: a transformative taxonomy for 
Africa’s minerals;

f) Innovating for better health: building 
biomedical devices innovation capacity in 
Africa;

g) Improving access to funding for rural women’s 
empowerment in Mauritania: Reflections on 
microfinance, good practices and lessons 
learned;

h) A technical paper on “A Transformative 
Agenda for Monetary and Exchange Rate 
Policies, Africa’s Debt Sustainability and 
Appropriate Policy Responses”;

i) Policy briefs on issues transforming Africa’s 
transport sector, with a focus on intended 
nationally determined contributions; long-
term development planning: a foundation to 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
in Africa; greening Africa’s industrialization; 
unmasking the roles of international players 
in corrupt practices in Africa; and reflections 
on Africa’s Priorities in Financing for 
Development;
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j) Information sheet on food trade in Africa in 
the context of climate change;

k) A study on planning for Africa’s development: 
lessons, insights and messages from past and 
present experiences;

l) The study “Optimization of Domestic 
Revenue Mobilization and Value Addition of 
Africa’s Minerals: Towards harmonizing of 
fiscal regimes in the mineral sector”;

m) The study “Impact of Illicit Financial Flows on 
Domestic Resource Mobilization: Optimizing 
Africa’s Mineral Resources”;

n) Journal articles on “Optimal Regional Trade-
Integration Schemes in North Africa: Towards 
a Pro-Industrialization Policy”; “Analysis of 
Agricultural Commodities Value Chains and 
Greenhouse Gas Emission in Rice and Maize 
in West Africa: Impact on Food Security”; 
and “Strategic Agricultural Commodity Value 
Chains in Africa for Increased Food: The 
Regional Approach for Food Security”. 

C. Capacity development

The Commission’s technical support to its member 
States over the past quarter consisted primarily of 
training, capacity development and technical advi-
sory services in economic management and plan-
ning.

1. Training and capacity enhancement 

(a) African Institute for Economic 
Development and Planning 

The Commission’s training arm, the African In-
stitute for Economic Development and Planning, 
continued to offer training courses to senior and 
mid-career officials from African member States 
on national development plans and improving eco-
nomic policy formulation. Seventy-four officials 
from 34 African countries benefited from training 
in various thematic areas aimed at strengthening 
the capacities of policymakers in the formulation 
of economic policies and national development 
plans. The new courses included: Mineral Policy 
and Contract Negotiations; Social Policy for De-
velopment Planners; Training of Trainers Work-

shop on Gender-Responsive Economic Policy 
Management; and a training workshop on the Pro-
duction of Population Estimates and Demographic 
Indicators. 

Other new products included the launch of an 
e-Learning programme based on the 2015 flag-
ship publication, Economic Report on Africa, enti-
tled “Industrializing through trade”. In addition, the 
Tajudeen Abdul Raheem fellowship programme 
for the 2016–2017 cycle was advertised. This 
programme aims to give professionals working on 
economic management and development issues 
for various decision-making groups in Africa the 
opportunity to deeply examine a mutually chosen 
topic. The laureates of the programme will be re-
quired to issue a publishable policy research re-
port and a policy brief. 

Various types of training were also offered to 
retool as well as strengthen internal capacities. 
These included:

a) Strategic communications, held for senior 
managers/advisers to equip them with 
spokesperson and presentation skills;

b) Opinion leadership skills for directors; 

c) Quality assurance skills for programme 
managers; 

d) Data collection towards sustaining the build-
up and consolidation of ECA’s continental 
database;

e) Integrating gender into programmes and 
operations. 

(b) Strengthening of statistical capacities
A sampling of the Commission’s support included 
the following initiatives:

a) Technical missions to Cabo Verde, Egypt and 
Gabon to help with the elaboration of national 
strategies for the development of statistics. 
The expected outcome of the project was 
improved capacities in the production 
and dissemination of national accounts in 
member States, which are expected to focus 
on priority areas regarding basic economic 
statistics and national accounts;
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b) A regional workshop on the production of 
population estimates and related demographic 
indicators co-organized in Senegal with 
the Population Division of the Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs, with the 
objective of strengthening the technical 
capacity of government officials involved in 
the production of population estimates and 
related demographic indicators;

c) A series of hands-on training workshops 
on agricultural statistics conducted in Côte 
d’Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau and Zimbabwe 
on agricultural surveys and census 
methodologies.

In addition, a regional Africa Programme on Accel-
erated Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics (APAI-CRVS) website (www.apai-crvs.
org) was launched by ECA in its capacity as the 
secretariat of APAI-CRVS. This will provide the ba-
sis and tools for knowledge and information-shar-
ing between countries, development partners 
and training and research institutions, as well as 
improved coordination, monitoring and evaluation 
of the regional CRVS programme. The information 
will also be used to develop a regional dashboard 
that will present a more detailed status of progress 
on various aspects of CRVS in Africa.

2. Technical and advisory services 
Over the reporting period, technical support and 
advisory services were provided in a number of ar-
eas. Highlights and examples include:

(a) Africa’s natural resources, 
environmental issues and sustainable 
development 

 � On climate-related matters, capacity 
support was provided through a training 
workshop to parliamentarians and civil 
society organizations on the importance of 
climate information services in development 
planning, which resulted in the adoption of a 
resolution and action plan to be implemented 
by parliaments in Africa. Advisory and 
technical support was provided on an Early 
Warning System and Climate Database for the 
meteorology service in Seychelles. In addition, 
the Africa Climate-Resilient Investment 
Facility jointly organized by ECA, the World 
Bank, the African Union Commission (AUC) 

and the African Development Bank (AfDB) 
became operational, with initial seed funding 
from the Nordic Development Fund. The 
Facility aims to strengthen the capacity of 
African institutions (including governments, 
river basin organizations, regional economic 
communities and power pools) to plan, 
design and implement investments resilient 
to climate variability and change in selected 
sectors.

 � With regard to the African Mining Vision 
(AMV) and country mining visions, technical 
and advisory support continues to be 
provided to member States, including: to 
Lesotho on reviewing a draft mining bill 
with the Ministry of Mining and advising 
on institutional reforms for the Ministry; to 
Malawi for policy dialogue and consultations 
on the development of a country mining vision 
and domesticating the AMV; to Eritrea to 
develop a country mining vision; and to Kenya 
to initiate a country mining vision process. In 
addition, a sensitization workshop took place 
in Sierra Leone to provide communications 
and other professionals operating in the 
country with increased understanding of the 
AMV and the Core Minerals Policy, as well as 
tactical guidance to communicate on these 
processes.

 � Technical and advisory support in building 
capacities for contract negotiation, 
implementing and monitoring activities is 
ongoing across a number of countries including 
Burkina Faso, Chad, the Congo, Equatorial 
Guinea, Malawi and the Niger. In each country 
a two-step process involves a workshop to 
identify gaps in negotiating abilities, and the 
roll-out of training workshops. In addition, 
strategic views on contract negotiation 
were developed for the CONNEX initiative 
(a G7 initiative to strengthen assistance to 
developing countries in handling complex 
contract negotiations) and the policy dialogue 
on natural-resource-based development 
being pursued at the Development Centre in 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD).

 � In the area of energy, support continues for 
African-based renewable energy initiatives. 
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For example, technical support provided to 
Rwanda is ongoing through the peer review of 
a study on the sustainability of biogas energy 
technology deployment in Rwanda in the 
context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and Agenda 2063; 

 � ECA continued to make the case in various 
forums for the Blue Economy as a catalyst 
for economic transformation. These forums 
included the Sixth Tokyo International 
Convention for Africa’s Development, held 
in Nairobi, where the Commission presented 
its Blue Economy initiative, aimed at sharing 
experience and promoting actions in Africa 
towards sustainable ocean management; 
and the 23rd annual general meeting of 
shareholders of the African Export-Import 
Bank held in Seychelles, where it presented 
a paper on “The Blue Economy: making 
structural transformation possible in Africa”. 

(b) Trade-related issues, industry and 
infrastructure

 � Analytical work is ongoing on the issue of 
transformative industrialization, in the context 
of the Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA), as 
part of the African Union goal to launch the 
CFTA by 2017. The Commission provided 
technical support for a human rights impact 
assessment of the CFTA, which produced 
an action plan for a study to provide policy 
recommendations on designing the CFTA to 
address the impact of the free trade area on 
the right to food, livelihoods and work.

 � Experts were brought together to discuss 
the Action Plan for Boosting Intra-African 
Trade, current monitoring and evaluation 
efforts and the way forward for establishing a 
consistent framework for tracking progress in 
pursuing the priorities identified in the Plan. 
The meeting decided that a regional strategy 
for tracking key indicators, which builds on 
work already done by the regional economic 
communities and other stakeholders, should 
be developed. ECA is currently developing 
that strategy.

 � In industry-related matters, ECA assisted 
Ethiopia to develop and complete the 
country’s first Tourism Master Plan, which 

is designed to guide tourism activities in 
Ethiopia for the next 10 years. The plan 
was handed over to the country’s Minister 
of Tourism and Culture at a World Tourism 
Organization regional workshop held in 
Addis Ababa. Guinea continues to receive 
support to develop a national charter for 
small and medium-sized enterprises, while 
the Nigerian Government is being assisted 
in the same area.

 �  In the area of infrastructure, the Commission 
continues to work with the New Partnership 
for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and 
the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC), the 
East African Community and the Arab 
Maghreb Union to develop a framework for 
harmonizing policies, laws and regulations 
to enhance private-sector infrastructure 
investment in Africa. ECA was also involved 
in the completion of a global advocacy tool 
that will address the concerns raised by 
investors about the 16 infrastructure projects 
for African integration identified at the Dakar 
Financing Summit held in Senegal in June 
2014. The tool was launched at the New 
York Stock Exchange in September 2016 at 
an event attended by sovereign wealth fund 
institutions.

(c) Land policy, food security and 
agriculture

 � In partnership with the African Union, ECA 
launched the 30 per cent Campaign for 
Women’s Land Ownership in Africa, which 
aims at supporting the implementation of the 
African Union’s decision to move towards 
allocation of 30 per cent of documented land 
to African women by 2025. In collaboration 
with the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-Habitat), a drafting and 
expert review workshop was held to prepare 
guidelines for the development of curricula on 
land governance in Africa. Following broader 
consultations with other stakeholders, the 
guidelines will be finalized and presented 
for endorsement by the African Union’s 
policy organs. The Commission facilitated 
an inception workshop for a pilot study 
project in collaboration with the NEPAD 
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Planning and Coordinating Agency (NPCA), 
the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Programme and the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, to mainstream 
land governance into national agricultural 
investment plans. The workshop was attended 
by representatives of pilot countries, including 
Côte d’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Madagascar, Malawi, Rwanda and the 
United Republic of Tanzania. 

 � The Commission also provided technical and 
advisory support in the area of agriculture and 
food security. A meeting of experts was held 
to validate the continent-wide cluster baseline 
assessment studies which identified and 
prioritized agricultural regional value chains 
and relevant agribusiness and agro-industrial 
clustering possibilities to boost intra-African 
investment and trade in intermediate and 
high-value food products. The Commission 
led discussions at a conference held in July 
2016 in the Netherlands on “African Union-
European Union Investing in a Food-Secure 
Future”, where it called for efforts to improve 
market access regionally and internationally 
and global agricultural reform at WTO. It 
also underscored the importance of intra-
African trade liberalization through the CFTA, 
as a catalyst for increased food security 
throughout the continent. 

(d) Social policy
 � ECA worked jointly with AUC and the World 

Food Programme to launch “Cost of Hunger” 
reports for Ghana (in August) and Chad (in 
October). The African Social Development 
Index (ASDI) subregional reports for Eastern 
Africa and North Africa were also launched 
and continue to generate much policy debate 
among member States and key stakeholders. 
Following a specific request to build capacity 
within the ASDI to strengthen advocacy and 
influence inclusive social policies, a training 
workshop was held for Kenyan Government 
officials in September 2016.

 � The Commission took part in the third 
session of the Preparatory Committee for 
the United Nations Conference on Housing 
and Sustainable Urban Development 
(Habitat III), in Surabaya, Indonesia, and in 

the conference itself in Quito, to ensure that 
Africa’s priorities and the regional dimension 
featured prominently in the conference and 
the way forward. In Quito, ECA participated 
in several meetings, including a high-level 
event on “Implementing the new urban 
agenda for Africa’s structural transformation” 
and a side event on “Regional implementation 
of the urban agenda”. The Commission also 
assisted countries to develop an action plan 
to promote inclusivity and sustainability in 
African cities. Advisory services are currently 
being provided in Cabo Verde, Cameroon, 
Morocco, Uganda and Zambia.

 � In the area of migration, the Commission 
contributed to two events. The first was 
the University of Geneva Symposium on 
“Global Migration/Asylum Governance: 
Advancing the International Agenda”. 
The meeting brought together leading 
researchers, high-level representatives and 
experts from international organizations and 
NGOs involved in international migration to 
exchange knowledge and perspectives and 
identify priorities for future research and 
political action in line with global initiatives. 
The second meeting was the International 
Organization for Migration Global Meeting 
of Chairs and Secretariats of Regional 
Consultative Processes (RCPs) on Migration”, 
where ECA contributed to a panel discussion 
on the theme “The place of RCPs in multi-
stakeholder partnerships for sustainable 
development”. 

 � Jointly with Africa’s academia and research 
institutions, in October the Commission 
organized a consultative forum on “Gender 
Equality and Women’s Empowerment: The 
Role of Research Institutions and Universities 
in Harnessing the Potential of Agendas 2030 
and 2063”. The forum highlighted the need 
to devise a clear strategy for strengthening 
research capacity and the effectiveness 
of gender and women’s studies and 
building networks for effective knowledge 
dissemination and policy influence regarding 
the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063.
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(e)  National accounts 
 � The Commission provided technical and 

advisory support to assist Guinea to plan and 
prepare for improving the calculation of its 
gross domestic product (GDP) and revision of 
the base year for real GDP. An assessment of 
national accounts compilation practices were 
reviewed and discussed, and a road map 
was produced and presented, including an 
explanatory note on improving the calculation 
of current GDP and rebasing the base year of 
real GDP over a period of two years.

 � ECA provided technical assistance to South 
Sudan to formulate and finalize a country 
action plan for the implementation of the 
2008 System of National Accounts (SNA). In 
addition, as secretariat of the African Project 
on the 2008 SNA, the Commission completed 
a progress report on the implementation of 
the 2008 SNA in Africa. The report serves 
as a reference enabling stakeholders of the 
African Project and regional and international 
organizations to take targeted actions, 
minimize gaps and avoid duplication.

(f) Governance
 � The Commission provided technical and 

advisory support in governance to several 
countries at their request.

(a) The newly elected Government of Benin 
received a second technical mission to 
kick-start the implementation of the 
Commission’s support for assessment of 
the country’s current Vision 2025 that 
will inform the development of a new 
vision;

(b) A scoping mission was sent to Burkina 
Faso to identify areas of collaboration, 
with a focus on developing planning and 
statistics, domesticating the Sustainable 
Development Goals, managing the 
macroeconomic framework and drafting, 
negotiating and implementing mining 
contracts;

(c) The Commission assisted the 
Government of the Gambia in building 
the skills of planning cadres. Following 
a fact-finding mission, an action plan 

with clearly identified priority areas, 
projects, timelines and responsibilities 
was submitted and approved by the 
Government;

(d) Guinea continued to receive assistance 
to implement a targeted response 
designed to aid the country in its 
post-crisis reconstruction effort. This 
included the development of a long-
term development vision, “Guinea 
Vision 2040”, which involved baseline 
studies, as well as a range of workshops 
to identify the drivers of the key 
variables of the national prospective 
study on “Guinea Vision 2040”, to assist 
with morphological analysis and the 
formulation of strategic options for the 
Vision. In addition, a statistics expert 
was dispatched to Conakry to provide 
technical assistance to the country in its 
GDP rebasing effort;

(e) The Government of Liberia continues 
to receive support from the 
Commission. Following the signature 
of a Memorandum of Understanding in 
June 2016, a multidisciplinary mission 
travelled to Liberia in July 2016 to 
begin the process of implementation. 
A proposed action plan based on the 
findings and recommendations of the 
mission was discussed. A follow-up 
mission will be undertaken before the 
end of the year to set the ECA technical 
cooperation in motion;

(f) The Government of the Niger 
received assistance under the ongoing 
development of field projects, aimed 
at building up successful growth poles 
in the country with the help of their 
counterparts in Burkina Faso, whose 
best practices are considered as the 
most promising in the West Africa 
subregion. Technical advisory support 
was also provided to the Lake Chad 
Basin Commission on opportunities to 
address the critical situation which is 
jeopardizing ongoing efforts to push 
for structural transformation of the 
economies in the region;
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(g) The Commission sent a scoping mission 
to Nigeria to identify areas where it 
could provide technical and advisory 
support in the future: (i) the role of 
small and medium-sized enterprises in 
smart industrialization in the country; 
(ii) the use of safeguards in international 
trade; (iii) developing capacity in project 
management and implementation; 
(iv) developing capacity in the use 
of geographic information systems 
in national development planning; 
and (v) supporting the country in the 
domestication of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. In addition, the 
Government of Nigeria made a separate 
request for support in the design, 
delivery and operationalization of social 
protection and safety nets. ECA and the 
Government will sign a Memorandum 
of Understanding to collaborate and 
promote economic cooperation;

 � In addition, implementation of the tenth 
tranche of the United Nations Development 
Account has commenced. It is designed to build 
the capacities of African national planning 
institutions to integrate accountability 
frameworks and evidence-based policies in 
their development planning processes and 
those of African national statistics institutions 
to collect, compile and produce data to inform 
and support development planning. Activities 
will focus on five African countries – Benin, 
Cameroon, Egypt, Rwanda and Zambia - 
one from each of the subregions that have 
specifically requested technical support. 

 � In the area of illicit financial flows (IFFs), 
the Commission organized the inaugural 
meeting of the “Consortium to Stem Illicit 
Financial Flows from Africa”, in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, to help ensure coherent 
implementation of the recommendations of 
the High-level Panel on IFFs and ultimately 
eliminate IFFs in Africa. In addition, in 
conjunction with the Tax Justice Network/
Africa, the Commission also organized the 
Fifth Pan-African Conference on Curbing 
Illicit Financial Flows and Taxation, in Abuja.

(g) Technical and advisory support to the 
regional economic communities

 � ECA provided technical and advisory 
support for a meeting organized by the 
Horn Economic and Social Policy Institute 
on the margins of the annual conference 
of the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development in Addis Ababa. It also held a 
thematic session on “The transition from the 
Millennium Development Goals and NEPAD 
to the Sustainable Development Goals and 
Agenda 2063”.

 � As a follow-up to the technical collaboration 
with the East African Community in 
developing and adopting its “Vision 2050” 
in 2015, the Commission continues to lead 
the ongoing cooperation between the two 
bodies, the next phase of which will entail 
supporting the Community in formulating its 
fifth development strategy.

 � Work began on the development of a strategy 
to guide the work of the Southern African 
Development Community’s ICT Observatory, 
which will be completed by the end of 
the year. This observatory on information 
and communications technology is being 
developed to promote industrialization in the 
Community countries. When completed, it 
will be used in the construction of a database, 
a portal and reports, thereby enhancing intra-
African trade within the region.

 � The Observatory on Regional Integration 
in Africa, a database which provides 
comprehensive information on Africa’s 
regional integration agenda, including 
achievements, milestones, challenges and 
constraints, has now been launched on the 
ECA website in its second iteration, after an 
extensive update and review of the content, 
with the assistance of various regional 
economic communities. 

 � The Commission provided technical support 
to a meeting of the West African Monetary 
Agency held to consolidate the gains made 
under the ECOWAS monetary cooperation 
programme and contribute to the progressive 
implementation of an agreed mechanism 
for collecting and analysing economic 
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and financial data in the subregion. A new 
cooperation framework was also signed 
between the Commission and the Economic 
and Statistical Observatory for Sub-Saharan 
Africa (AFRISTAT), marking a milestone in 
statistical cooperation with AFRISTAT. The 
Commission also provided technical inputs to 
an ECOWAS ministerial meeting on maritime 
transport held in Lomé. 

 � The Commission provided technical advisory 
services to the Economic Community of 
Central African States (ECCAS) designed 
to promote progress in regional integration, 
notably with regard to the subregional free 
trade area, the harmonization of programmes 
between ECCAS and the Central African 
Economic and Monetary Community, work 
to align the United Nations 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the African 
Union’s Agenda 2063, and avenues for 
further ECA-ECCAS cooperation.

D. Consensus-building

The Commission has supported its member States 
in articulating common positions on important is-
sues through various forms of technical support 
and collaboration. These included: 

 � Facilitating meetings of experts from AUC, 
AfDB, ECA and selected academic specialists 
in Nairobi in July and August to prepare a draft 
Continental Free Trade Agreement (CFTA) 
which will be used by the CFTA Negotiating 
Forum as an input to the negotiation process.

 � Organizing, in partnership with AfDB-
Morocco and the Steering Committee of the 
twenty-second session of the Conference of 
the Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, a meeting 
with African ambassadors in preparation for 
the Conference. The participants called for 
African NGOs and business associations to 
have a strong presence at the Conference in 
Morocco and to coordinate their participation.

 � As part of the implementation of the 
Programme for Infrastructure Development 
in Africa, ECA and other organizations, under 
the leadership of AUC, validated action plans 
for the implementation of a harmonized 
regulatory framework for the electricity 
sector in Africa. The final action plans will be 
presented at the upcoming meeting of the 
Specialized Technical Committee on Energy 
at the end of November in Addis Ababa.

 � The Commission also successfully promoted 
urban development priorities in Africa, 
which are set out in commitments such as 
the African Common Position presented at 
the United Nations Conference on Housing 
and Sustainable Development (Habitat III) 
in October 2016. This contributed to the 
adoption of the New Urban Agenda, which 
will be implemented over the next 20 years. 
The Commission is expected to support the 
development of implementation guidelines 
for the New Urban Agenda which are in line 
with other African commitments on urban 
and sustainable development. The role of ECA 
in developing a coordinated framework for 
Africa’s engagement in the Habitat III process 
was recognized by the Executive Council of 
the African Union in a decision adopted at 
the Kigali summit.

E. Key upcoming events

1. Twelfth Africa Symposium on 
Statistical Development

The twelfth Africa Symposium on Statistical De-
velopment will be held in November in Tunis, un-
der the theme of “Strengthening basic economic 
statistics for the compilation of national accounts”. 
The objective will be to rally member States 
around a united statistical programme aimed at 
improving basic economic statistics in Africa for 
the compilation of high-quality national accounts, 
as a supporting measure in monitoring the imple-
mentation of the Sustainable Development Goals 
and Agenda 2063.
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2. Annual meetings of Subregional 
Coordination Mechanisms for United 
Nations system-wide support to 
the African Union and its NEPAD 
programme

The annual meeting of the Subregional Coordina-
tion Mechanism for Central and West Africa will 
take place in Libreville in November. The theme 
of the meeting will be “Integrating the Sustainable 
Development Goals and Agenda 2063 in national 
planning frameworks”. The Subregional Coordina-
tion Mechanism for North Africa will meet in Cairo 
in December to discuss improving support to the 
Arab Maghreb Union. The meeting will be attend-
ed by representatives of the Arab Maghreb Union, 
United Nations agencies based in the subregion, 
AfDB, the Islamic Development Bank and other 
regional organizations.

3. Fifth session of the Statistical 
Commission for Africa 

The fifth session of the Statistical Commission for 
Africa will be organized in combination with the 
tenth session of the African Union’s Committee 
of Directors General of National Statistics Offices 
in November in Abidjan. This meeting will also be 
attended by representatives of statistical training 
centres, regional economic communities and part-
ners in the statistical field.

4. Twenty-second session of the 
Conference of the Parties to 
the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 

In conjunction with AfDB, AUC, NPCA and the 
World Bank, ECA will host the African Pavilion 
during the twenty-second session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP 22) and the twelfth ses-
sion of the Conference of the Parties serving as 
the meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol 
(CMP 12) in Bab Ighli, Marrakech, in November. 
Side events to be organized at the African Pavil-
ion will address critical themes and fundamental 
questions central to the ratification and imple-
mentation of the Paris Agreement, as well as the 
most pressing climate-related issues in relation to 
Africa’s transformative agenda. 

5. African Trade Week
In collaboration with AUC, ECA will be organizing 
the African Trade Week in November in Addis Aba-
ba. Activities will focus on the Continental Free 
Trade Agreement, with emphasis on and trade fa-
cilitation and implementation. The main objective 
is to provide a comprehensive, integrated and in-
clusive platform for policy dialogue on Africa’s cur-
rent trade agenda between various trade constitu-
encies, including public officials, parliamentarians, 
private sector partners and civil society. 

6. Eleventh African Economic 
Conference 

Under the theme of “Feeding Africa: Towards 
agro-allied industrialization for inclusive growth”, 
the eleventh African Economic Conference will be 
held in December in Abuja. Organized in collabo-
ration with AfDB and the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme, the Conference will provide 
an opportunity to assess the impact of current 
growth strategies in Africa, focusing on the agri-
cultural and industrial sectors. The Conference will 
discuss successes and lessons learned, identify re-
maining gaps, challenges and emerging issues, and 
recommend policy options on how to accelerate 
Africa’s agricultural and industrial transformation.

7. Second Annual Training Workshop 
on Negotiating Economic 
Agreements 

The Second Annual Training Workshop on Nego-
tiating Economic Agreements in relation to trade, 
taxation, investment and natural resources will 
take place in December. The overarching focus for 
ECA is to assist member States in the development 
of common positions in international negotiations 
and to enhance the ability of African negotiators 
to get optimal deals for their countries and regions 
from bilateral and international negotiations. This 
workshop aims to advise member States on how 
they can best protect their national interests from 
being undermined through international negotia-
tions and the resulting agreements.
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8. Senior Policymakers’ Dialogue 
on Effective Modern Bioenergy 
Development Policies in Africa 

This policy dialogue, to be organized by ECA in 
partnership with AUC and NPCA in Nairobi in De-
cember, will assess progress made in mainstream-
ing bioenergy into the three organizations’ policies 
and plans, and build awareness of existing support 
mechanisms in the areas of bioenergy policy de-
velopment, research, development and deploy-
ment, finance and investment and manufacturing 
potential. It will also serve to support the docu-
mentation of emerging impacts, existing gaps and 
recommendations to address them. 

9. Expert group meeting on the role 
of the inclusive green economy 
in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

The purpose of this meeting, which will take place 
in Addis Ababa in December, is to enable senior 
policymakers and experts to review a draft report 
on “Realizing the Sustainable Development Goals 
through the inclusive green economy” and to pro-
vide inputs and comments which will enrich and 
inform the finalization of the report. In addition, 
it will provide a platform to exchange experience 
and lessons learned, and enhance understanding 
and appreciation of the inclusive green economy 
as a vehicle for achieving the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals and the related goals of Agenda 
2063. It is also intended to strengthen networking 
and coordination in the implementation of the in-
clusive green economy as well as the achievement 
of the various goals.

F. Partnerships

In implementing its new partnership strategy, the 
Commission continues to work with pan-African 
organizations such as AUC, NPCA and the African 
Peer Review Mechanism. A few examples of the 
Commission’s new partnerships include:

 � A memorandum of understanding concluded 
with the African Institute of International Law 
in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, to 
guide collaboration in the delivery of activities 
in areas of mutual interest.

 � A partnership with the University of Geneva 
in Switzerland spanning a number of domains 
including capacity development, training and 
research.

 � A partnership with OECD and WTO to 
develop a Trade in Value-Added database for 
Africa in support of the continent’s regional 
integration and economic transformation 
agenda. The database will enable countries 
and regions to better understand the nature 
and degree of their integration within global 
value chains. 

 � Participation by ECA in the “e-Trade for All” 
initiative, which focuses on coordinating 
aid for electronic commerce and includes 
UNCTAD, other United Nations regional 
commissions, other international agencies 
and the private sector.

 � A partnership with the Global Green Growth 
Institute to step up coordinated support 
to member States in the formulation of 
policies for the transition to an inclusive 
green economy. ECA and the Institute will 
jointly organize an event on green finance in 
Africa during the African Development Week 
scheduled in 2017. They also plan to explore 
areas of further collaboration.

 � Trilateral cooperation between ECA, African 
governments and China is under discussion 
with a view to investment in the Cities 
Alliance Africa Think Tank.


