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J E V I E M  O F  BXISTI??G SITUATIOfl I 8  T H E  R E G I O N  
( R E P O R T  O Y  THE REGIOPIAL SURVEY OF STATISTICAL 

ORGA."?I,?ATIOfl APiP SSTAFFI?IG 1982) 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The use  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  da ta  f o r  development p l u m i n g  has long been 
r e a l i s e d  by most A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  The exper i ences  o f  t h e  more d e v e l o ~  
s o c i e t i e s  shoo t h a t  development s t r a t e g i e s  supporteL? by  good q u a l i t y  
s t a t i s t i c a l  data  y i e l d  t h e  Zesirec! goal .  V i t h o n t  t h i s ,  planned, co- 
ord ina ted  and su s ta ined  socio-economic !ievelopment,  especiaZZy under 
c o n d i t i o n s  of l i m i t e d  resoi lrczs ,  i s  hard l y .  i f  e?ier p o s s i b t e .  

,Teatizing t h e  need f o r  t h e  clevelopment o f  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  A f r i c a ,  thc 
Uni ted  Nations Economic Commission for  Aprica conducted a  s e r i e s  o f  
s t a C i s t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  such a s  co-ord ina t ing  t h e  a c t i v i t i c  
o f  t w e l v e  t r a i n i n g  c e n t r e s  and promoting and support ing  in-s,er.v-<e,e .~ t r a i l  
programmesin  n a t i o n a l . s t a t i s t i c a 2  s e r v i c e s  as w e l l  a s  shor t - t e rm  C O U P S <  

organized by  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o u t s i d e  A f r i c a ,  e t c .  

2'his s tu2y  i s  t h e  f o u r t h  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  reg iona l  survey  o f .  
s t a t i s t i c a l  o rgan i sa t i on  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  The f i r s t  document  e n t i t l e d .  
, .. 
, , S t a t i s t i c a l  ,~eveZopment i n  A f r i c d  I E / c : I .  l 4 / C A S .  4/Dev. l / R e v .  2 )  was 
oresen ted  t o  t h e  Z 9 f i 5  Conference o f  A f r i c a n  S t a t i s t i c i a n s .  The secon2 " - 
repor  i t z e d  'Repor t  on t h e  L37.C .Regional Survey o f  S t a t i s t i c a l  
Orghn%%on" ( F / C ? i . - B 7 7 f i s .  Y / L O  was presen ten  t o  t h e  1975 Conference 
o f  A f r i c a n  s t a t i s t i c i a n s .  The r e ' 6 u ~ t s  o f  t h e  1876 survey  have n o t  been 
p ~ b ~ ' i s h e d  bu t  have been u t i l i z e r ?  in c o n n e c t i b ~  w i t h  a  s ? ~ 6 r k i n g  Group t o  
rev iew s t a t i s t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  needs i n  A,"rica"' h z ld  1 : : ~  297.7. T h e  presen t  
s t udy  i s  ;more comprehensive than t h e  previous  s t u d i e s  o f  l Q t ? $ ,  1972 and 
1976. Also  t h e  coun try  coverage and sub-reg iova l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  has 
been more accep tab le  i n  t h i s  survey  than i n  t h e  o t h e r s .  

Table 2 - Rep7,ie.s t o  t h e  2974 and 2 9 8 ;  EegionaZ Survey  

o f  S t a t i s t i c a l  Organizat ion  and S t a f r i n g  

No. o f  Countr ies  RepZiew r e c e i v e ;  R e p l i e s  r ece i ved  
Sub-reqion i n  t h e  L'CL Reqiox i n  1974 i n  2 9 8 2  

2974  2 9 8 2  No. % '10  . 0- h '  

North 6 6 3 5 0  3 5 0 

West 2 < Z t? 2 (7 7  Z 2 0 6 3 

Central  o 5 0 .I 4 4  C C 0 

Eastern/  
Sou t h e m  2 2 I:* 7 5 8 i 3 F !? 

- 

T o t a l  4 Z 5 5 2 ?' 5 9  3 l 6 3 

* Zanzibar and mainland Taneania t r e a t e d  separnteZy.  
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A t  t h e  tiiiie o f  ~ j r i t i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t . .  t h e  S t a t i s t i c s  V i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
XCA had r e c e i v e d  some 3 2  r e p Z i e s  - t o  t"ze 1982 e, . izq:~iry,  c o n s i d e r i n g  main-  
land  T a n z a n i a  and t ? ~ e  i s  land  o f  Zannibar  s e p a r a t e  Zy . .; f a c t :  t h e  number 
o f  mam5er c o u z t r i e s  i n  t h e  ECJ r e g i o n  i n c r e a s e d  3 y  ZO from d l  t o  5 2 :  t h i s  
i n c r e a s e  b e i n g  m a i n l y  due t o  sor?e c o u n t r i e s '  c c h i e v e m e n t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  
i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  ( T a b l o  Z ) .  About  70% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
ECA r e g i o n  has  4een  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  Z R R Z  s u r v e y .  

B u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  r e p l i e s  o f  c o u n t r i e s  accor?'ing t o  t h e  language  
t h e y  speak  i s  g i v e r ,  i n  Tab.le 5 .  From t h e  XngZophone q roup  26 o u t  ojC 
2 0  have  r e p l i e d  i . e .  8 0  p e r c e n t  o f  them.  From t h e  Francophone g roup  
o n l y  25 o u t  o f  2 8  ( 5 8 % )  and t k e  Por t t cgues z - speak ing  g roup  o n l y  Z o u t  
o f  5 ( 2 0 5 1  r e p z i e d .  

T a b l e  2 - E e p Z i e s  t o  t ize 1-982 S u r v e y  b y  O f f i c i a l  Lannuag_e_ 
o f  C o u n t r i e f i  .- 

EngZish  French  P o r t u g u e s e  

20. o f  R e p l i e s  N O .  o f  R e p l i e s  ?o .  o f  Ir 'epl ies  
S u b - r h g i o n  C o u n t r i e s  r e c e i v e d  C o u n t r i e s  r e c e i v e d  C o u n t r i e s  r e c e i v e d  

N o r t h  3 2 3 2 - - 
c 20 C Wes t  Q . - 

C e n t r a l  - - 0 5 2 2 

E a s t e r n /  
Sou t h e m  2  2 1 0  7 2 n - 
TotaZ  2 0 I C ? 6 2 5 r 2 

0 rqan i za t i o r :aZ  t o c a t i o n  onJ r e p o r t i n g  - 
r e s p o n s i b i Z i t y  o f  ,?SS 

The l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a Z  o f f i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  governmen t  
s t r u c t u r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  .ieveraZ co :c i z t r i e s  - o f  t h e  r e q i g n .  Sofle s t a t i s t i c a l  
o f f i c e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  ?frSnis%rcr o f  PZarn inp ,  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  P i i n i s t r u  
o f  F inance  anr!Z.anning2 > % i n s t r y  o ; f  T i n a n c e  o r  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Prime V i n i s t e r  
o r  P r e s i d e n t .  I n  t h e  2982 s u r v e y  2 !  o u t  o f  '32 n a t i o n n l  s t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e s  
r e p r i e d  t h a t  t h e y  u e r e  l o c a t e ?  i n  t h e  p i a n n i n g  m i n i s t r y : ,  6 i n  th.e M i n i s t r y  
o f  F inance  and PZanning,  2  i n  t h e  ? i n i s t r y  o f  F i rmme. ,  3 i n  t h e  O f F i c e  o f  
t h e  Head o f  S t a t e  (Pr ime  Y i n i s t e r  o r  ? r e s i d e n t )  nn? o n l y  Z i n  tFie M i n i s t r y  
of T r a d e ,  T r a n s p o r t  and Tourisl i; .  A s i m i Z a r  p a t t e r n  was o b s e r v e d  i n  b o t h  
t h e  l 9 6 8 / 6 3  and 1974 s u r v e y s .  

: q u e s t i o n  a s k e d  i n  t h e  2922 survel j  o r  r e p o r t i n g  r e s p o n s i b i Z i t i a s  
was w h e t h e r  t h e  E i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a Z  o f f i c e  r e p o r t e d  
: ? i r e c t Z y  t o  t i l e  m i n i s t e r  o r  o t h e r  ( w i t h  s p e c i f i c a t i o n ) .  Tile r e s p o n s e s  
u e r e :  1 3  r e p o r t e d  . l i r e c t Z y  t o  t h e  E i n i s t e r  I F  t o  t h e  P e r m a n e n t - S e c r e t c r y  
and 3 t o  t h e  Prime Min i - s ter /Pres . ide ic t .  The1.e i s  no  s i q r ! i / i c a n t  6ub - ren iona ; !  
v a r i a t i o n  i n  r e p o r t i n g  r e s p o n s i 5 i Z i t i e s .  ~ o w e v ~ r ,  more ( t w o - f o l d )  d i r e c t o r s  
o f  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a 2  o f f i e s s  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  s u b - r e g i o n  r e p o r t e d  d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  o f  m i n i s t r i e s  t o  wh ich  t h e i r  o , y f i c e s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  than,  
t o  t h e i r  permanent s e c r e t a r i e s  o r  7;: .  ; ! c r  0 , " , 7 j . - ~ - ~  ( n , ~ - h ? . ~  3 ) .  
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Table 3 s a l a r i e s  o f  heads of s t a t i s t i c a l  o f F i c e s  and t h e  h i g h e s t  
i c i a l  i n  t h e  parlent m i n i s f l - y  are give:-.. Obv ious ly .  t h e  average 
f t h e  d i r e c t o r  i s  lower t han  t h a t  o f  t h e  i i g h e s t  pa<;! o f f i c i a l  
i n i s t r y  w i t h  a  few e z c e p t i o n s :  i n  two c o u n t r i . e ~  lone i n  V e s t  
her  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l )  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  heads o f  S t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e s  
e r  than  any o f f i c i a l  i n  t h e  parent  m i n i s t r y :  i n  ano ther  two case s  : 
n t h e  same amount ( N e s t ) .  T h i s  t r end  i s  ave rase l y  t h e  sac!e for  . . 

sub-rec.ji0n.s a l t hough  i n  some, t h e  gap i s  u i d e r .  Genera l l y ,  t h e  
o f  heads o f  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a z  o f f i c e s  i n  f h e  Central,  sub- 

r e  r e l a t i v e l y  l o u e r ,  foZZowec! b y  t h e  Eas tern  and Southern stis- 
Furthermore.. t l ie  s a l a r i e s  o f  heads o f  s t a t i s l - i caZ  o f f i c e s  end 

a i d  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  t o  wliici7. t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e  
ed are h igher  i f  t h e  o f f i c e  i s  : ~ n d e r  t h e  ! ' i n i s t r y  o f  Finance 
i n g  than under PZcnnifig, O f f i c e  o f  t h e  ?res iden t /Pr ime  Min i s tep  
i n  two sub-reg ions :  i lorth and Fas tern /Sou thern .  Pjevertheless,  
ue t o  t h e  pauc i t y  o f  c'atn and/or sumpzing v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  
a c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  i l z s t ern  sub-region s t a t i s t i c a l  personnel  

to" he more h i $ h l y  pci.1 i f  t h e i r  o. f jCices are l o c a t e 2  in:  t h e  " l i n i s t r y  
!n ing  than i n  t h e  o t h e r s .  -6s far  a s  t h e  Cen tra l  sub-region i s  
red, a l l  responding s t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e s  were l oca t ed  i n  t h e  i f i n i s t r y  
~ n i n g  and. t h u s ,  cornparison o f  s a l a r i e s  o f  hea .5~  o f  s t a t i s t i c a Z  
: i s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

1 f u r t h e r  e l l a b o r a t e  t h e  f in irncial  s t a t u s  O F  s t a t i s t i c a l  v e r sonneZ .  . '  

lary comparison a ~ i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  paid o f f i c i a l  i n  t h e  m i x i s t r y  . , 

: e a r l y l  Table 4 i s  g i ven .  I t  s7tows t h a t  coun try  v a r i a t i o n  i s  v e r  
:can t .  Ten c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  r e ~ i o n  pay t h e i r  heads o f  flSS betow 
iOO.00 per annum. On t h e  o t h e r  hund one coun try  pays more: than 
0 0 0 . 0 0  per annum, four pay up to  an amount o f  U . S  20,000  and f i v e  
i n  t h e  i n t e r v a l  $ 2 2  500  - C Z 5 , O O O  per annum. A t  t h i s  s tage  o f  
: cu s s ion  i t  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  heads o f  :VSS are paic: much 
;han t h e  most 7zichZy naid  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  parant w i n i s S r i e s . '  
:aim could  h e  observe2  i r z  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f i g u r e s  i n  Table  4 .  

sal 
c 

i f i  
7 ;  
20, 
P 5 

du's 
P 

6 

l  

: 

t 
q 2 



Table 3 - Location of .VSS. reoortinq responsibi l i ty  4 comparison o f  salary o f  i t s  Head 
wi th  that  o f  highest paid o f f i c iaZ  i n  nm* i"*:nistry. e t c .  

Reporting Responsibi l i t ies  of Directors i n  the Sub-region and Average Salaries (US:) 
Location of 
lu'SS and N O R T H  M E S T  C B I ?  T R A L EASTER~T/SOUTK??!? 
Salary T O T A L  
Comparison Mni s t e r  Other i'iinister Other Mni s t e r  Other ' I in i s ter  Other 

A. - p2.ann&zg 

?lo. o f  Cawtr i e s  2 3 %, c 4 2 2 5 2 2 

Average salary 
o f  head o f  PSS 

Averaue aa7,aq 
o f  highest paid 
o f f i c i a l  i n  min. 

B. F i r m e  and 
 tanning 
%. of Countries l 

4vemge salary o f  
head o f  '3.7 Z3,8&L 7 702 

Average s a l ~ r y  o f  
N he& o f  I!SS ? I .  A .  
\ 
,.\ 
0 

Average salami o f  
k highest paic' 
\ of.ricia2 ?:n min. Y.4. 
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Location o f  -- &porting ResponsibiZities of  Directors i n  the  Sub-region and Average Salaries WS$I 
'VSS a d  - 

F ! O R T B  W E S T  C E !Y T R A L E.4ST3J?fJ/sYOUTXERfir 
Salary T O T A L  
Ccpnnarison -lil-lnister Other j f in i s ter  Other Minister Other : l in is ter  Other 

Average salaxy o f  
head o f  ?SS 

k v ~ a g e  salary o f  
highest  paid o f ~ f i c i a 2  
i n  Pfin. 

Total  

To. o f  Couztries 2 2 4 

Average salary o f  
head o f  !SS 21,533 

Average saZary of  
highest  paid 
o f f i c i a l  i n  min. 24,655 

Z Z ,  462 



TubZe 4 - S a l a r y  o f  He& o f  ?iSS Compared t , ~ i t h  t l zat  o f  Highes t  Paid 

OSficiaZ i v  same V i n i s t r g  

S ~ h q  o f  SALAI7Y OF IFTGHEST PAID OFFICI!.L Ii.! JVIJJISTRY (US$) 
Head o f  .Tot 

IiSS e 0 0 0  2030-4939 5000-7499 7500-999 t0000-22979 1,0500-14999 25000-29399 20000-24999 25000-29399 S t a t e d  T o t a l  

e 0 0 0  

2000- 4999 

5000-7495 

7500-9999 

20003-25999 

22503-Z499P 

Z5000- ZP8P9 

20000-24909 

25009-29399 

30000t 

Not s t a t e d  

T o t a l  
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B(udge t a r q  Arrangements and Accounting Says tems o f  NSS 
I 

- 

he need for adequate budgetary p rov i s i on  for  any o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  
t na t i ona l  development programmes i s  very  u e i l  known. And a  n a t i o n a l  
t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  no e z c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s .  

he account ing sys tem of  3 2  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i s  
i z e d  i f , f a b l e  5 below. 24 of t h e s e  maintained t h e i r  own accounts  
which were s e l f  accounting,:  4 were accountab le  t o  t h e  parent  
y: 5 accouvttable t o  ot?zer m i n i s t r i e s  ( such  as t h e  Cen tra l  Treasury ,  

General.  c t c )  t o  which t h e y  were n o t  f u n c t i o n a l Z ~ j  a t t ach&;  and 
s t i c a l  o f f i c e  did n o t  speci j-y  i t s  sys tem o f  accountability. On 
e r  hand 8 s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  (?id no t  have t h e i r  own account ing 
T h e i r  accounts  were c o n t r o l l e d  e n t i r e l y  by e i t h e r  t.??e parent  
y o f  o t h e r s .  Assuving t h a t  an independent  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
i e s  o f  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  promotes e f f i c i e x t  rnanagemont, Afr . ican.  
i c a l  s e r v i c e s  have undergone a  considerab7e improvement i n  r e -  
ing * h e i r  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  over  t h e  l a s t  7 years .  I n  2 9 7 4  

o u t  of 2.g l i . e .  54:) & t a t i s . t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  had kep t  t h e i r  own 
s r  whereas i n  t h e  Z S 8 l  survey  24 o u t  o f  3 2 l i . e .  75%) kep t  t h e i r  
o u n t o .  However, i t  could 5e argued t h a t  t h e  e s a c t  imp2icc:t ion o f  
s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  c l e a r ,  because  the d i s p u t e  between t h e a d v a n t a g e s  
r a l i z q t i o n  and decen t raZ<sa t i on  i s  y e t  unre so l ved .  

Table 5 - No. o f  ?JSS c l a s s i f i e d  by t h e i r  Accozntiz .q ~ y s t e m  
. ~ 

~. 
~ . . . . . . . . , 

Sub-region 
Accountin? Eastern/  
Sustem Dorth V e s t  Cen t ra l  Southern To ta l  

A .  ~ W Y Z  

Un i t  

4 ) s e r f  account-  
i n g  3  4 2 5 2 4 

to >?o'-sel f  1 account ing ' 2 .  Parent 
V i n i s  t r y  l l 2 4 

( 2 .  Other 2 3 5 

1 3 .  blot s t a t e i?  I L 

k ) Parent 
Min i s t ry  

5) Other 2 Z 2  4 

T O T A L  3 25' 6 2 3 3 2 
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k h i g h  q u a l i t ~ r  s t a t i s t i c a 2  d a t a  i s  secu.:red i f ,  among o t h p r  t h i n g s ,  
governmen t s  a l l o c a t e  s u f f i c i e n t  amounts o f  money f o r  t h e i r  s t a t i s t i c a l  
s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  i n  t u r n  h e l p s  n a t i o n s  t o  d e v e l o p  i ? ~  a  p lanned ,  coord ina te i~7  
arid s u s t a i n e d  f a s h i o x .  However., a;'e,?Jate b u d g e t  has  x o t  b e e n  a t t o c a t e d  
f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  work i n  A f r i c a  vi t l i  t h e  p o s s i b l e  r e s u l t  t h a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
q u a l i f i e d  t e c h ) z i c a t  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  pePsonneZ has  n o t  b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d .  
T a b l e  6 shows t h e  aVei'cige government  a i ~ d  i e c k n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  b u d g e t  f o r  
n a t i o n a t  s t a t i s t i e a Z  s e i w i c z s  ( t h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  b u d g e t s  f o r  s t a t i -  
s t i c a l  u n i t s  i n  o t h e r  m i n i s t ~ q i e s  o r  government  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ) .  The 
a v e r a g e  b u d g e t  f o p  t h s  r e g i o n  a s  a w h c l c  i s  sZ i .oh t2y  more t h a n  US$ 2 . 5  
m i l l i o n .  Tbe W e s t e r n  and 1!7orthern s u b - r e g i o n s  have  t h e  h i y h e s t  b z d g e t  
i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  wherecs  t h e  r e n a i z i n g  two s u b - r e g i o n s  have t h e  h i g h e s t  
b u d g e t  i n  t h e  r e g i o a ,  whereas  t h e  r emazn ing  two s u b - r e g i o n s  hnvc  much 
l ower  b u d g e t s  .for s t a t i s t i c a t  work .  O f  t h e  t o t a l  b u d ~ e t  nearZy  6 2  
p e r c e n t  i s  s p e n t  i n  s t a f f  s a l a r y .  

T a b l e  6 - Average Government Cudge t  and T e c h n i c a l  d s s i s t a n e z  - 
B u d g e t f o r  NSS ( U S  i loZ2arsl  - 

-- -. 
S u b - r e g i o n  - --- 

Type  o f  E x p e n d i t u r e  ~ a s t e r n /  
N o r t h  Pe s t .. . 

C e n t r a l  S o u t h e r n  T o t a l  
. . ... . 

GOV f t  a u d g z t  
1 .  S t a f f  . . 2 . . 8 $ 9 J 3 7  

2 .  T r a v e l  P 
T r a n s p .  522,703 

3 .  Equipment ,  
S u p p l i e s  a t e .  410..922 

4. O t h e r s  37L ,  369 

Yo  t a  Z 4.036,029 

T e c h n i c a l  
A s s i s t a n c e  - 

C .  No. o f  r e p o r t i n g  A .  3 F F 2 3  3 0 
C o u n t r i e s  ---------- .---- 

B .  2 5 J 7 2 7 0 

Techn icaZ  a s s i s t a n c e  Fund :'as ava iZabZe  in t'ze W e s t ,  Centra7,  and 
E a s t e r n / S o z i t h e r n  s u b - r e g i o n s .  The r ' e s t e r n  s u b - r e g i o n  receive." r e z a t i v e l y  
h i g h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  The a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n  
a s  a  w h o l e  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  t a b l e  i s  US'? 248.18.1. 
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i m i l a r l y  Tahle  7 skows t h e  Sudgets  t h a t  t h e  var ious  A f r i c a n  
ments aZZocated t o  s t a t i s t i c a l  a c + i v i t i e s  i n  r e l a t i o ~  t o  s i z e  o f  
y.  Two coun t r i e s '  amoha t hose  t ~ k o  r e p l i e d  t o  t h e  enquiry  d i d  n o t  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t i o n .  Again t h e  hu,?'gets -?or mainland 
i a  and t h e  i s l a n d  Zansibar have been combined f o r  reasons  o f  

T h i s  t a b l e  c l e a r l y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  cons ide rab l e  
cou:?trien i n  annual budgetary  p rov i s i ons .  I t  ranges  

t o  a  h igh of US%$ mi lZ ion .  Eleven s t a t i s t i c a l  
below U S S S O 0 , O O O :  and t h r e e  o t h e r s  o v e r  

t h e  r e g i o q  a s  nent ionet i  e a r l i e r ,  i s  a  

ReZat ionsh ip  between popuZation s i z e  of coun try  an,.: budget for s t a t i s t i c o t  
has beenezamined .  They a r e f a i r l y  weZZ r e l a t e d .  The p a t t e r n  o f  

of f i gure s  i n  TabZe 7 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  degree  o f  r e l a t i o n  between 
The c o - r e l a t i o n  c o e f i c i e n t  r 0 . 5 4  shows 

between s i z e  of a  country  and t h e  
for s t a t i s t i c a Z  s e r v i c e .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand it does no t  

for a l l  ordered pa i r s  f X , Y ) -  where X i s  t h e  popu la t ion  
for  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r v i c e  o f  a  coun t r y .  For example, 

much popuzat ion had about h a l f  a s  much 
as a  smaZZer coun t r y .  

Over 20 

T o t a l  

Z 2 r, 4 0 

3 8 3 5 L, 5 t 3 2 9  7 



S t r u c t u r e  o f  S t a t i s t i c a l  S e r v i c e s .  

Tab le  8 a t t e m p t s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  
A f r i c a .  I t  has been  observed  t h a t  it v a r i e s  from c o u n t r y  t o  c o u n t r y .  
Preparing a  s i n g l e  mole2 r e p r e s e n t i n g  a t 1  s e r v i c e s  has been f o u n i  prob lemat ic  
because  o f  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  arrangements  adopted by  t7ze c o u n t r i e s .  However, 
an a t t e m p t  i s  made t o  f it  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t r u e t u r e s  i n t o  a  s tandard s t r u c t u r e  
which i s  g i v e n   hereafter^ 

A g r i c u l t u r e  S t a t i s t i c s  D i v i s i o n  

I n d u s t r i a l  S t a t i s t i c s  D i v i s i o n  

Tconomic S t a t i s t i e s  D i v i s i o n  

Popu la t ion  C SocicZ S t a t i s t i c s  D i v i s i o n  

:'et;lods 8 Standards  D i v i s i o n  

F ie ld  O r g a n i z a t i o n  D i v i s i o n  

- . . . F l e c t r o n i e  Data Process ing  . O i v i s i o n  ~ 

. . . . . . 

. , 4dmih i s t ra t ion  D i v i s i o n  
~ 

These aga in  have been s u b - e % a s s i f i e d  i n t o  s e c t i o n s .  a u t  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  d i d  
n o t  respond i n  a  s i m i l a r  way ( t h r e e  c!id n o t  r e p l y  a t  a l l ) .  For example 
some c o u n t r i e s  l i s t e d  a12 s e c t i o n s  o r  u n i t s  under t h e  e c o n o m i & d i v i s i o n  
w h i l e  o t h e r s  gave economic s t a t i s t i c s  w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  I n  aZl  2 5  
s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  had p o p u l a t i o n  and s o c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  d i v i s i o n :  2 3  
had n a t i o n a l  accoun t s  s e c t i o n ;  18 had e x t e r n a l  t r a d e  s t a t i s t i c s  s e c t i o n :  
17 had a  s e c t i o n  on p r i c e s ;  16 had a g r i c u l t u r e  and I . "  in , :?ustr icZ s t a t i s t i c s  
s e c t i o n s ,  e t c .  Ire?*y f e w  . s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  had separcite s e c t i o n s  engaged 
i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d a t a  on boiance  of  payments, and p u b l i c  f i n n n c e .  PresumaEZ:r 
s ' r ! ~ h  ..da.tk.:re '?eCn$ ~~0&.2~Rcl;ed b y  C~nt:aZ Bani:s, S imi ! : - :? i l y ,  onZ$ 7 . s t a $ i s t i c n Z  
.q.err!ice.c Cw't?kfe,' i7 rzet';odc a r l Z  s tandards  div,i.?icr; i n  t h e i r  . . s t a r u c t u r s s .  

. . 

Of t h e  2 9  s t a t i s t i c a t  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  r e p l i e d  t o  t h i s  ques f ; ion  o n l y  s i x  
02  them had a s e c t i o n  respons iEZe for  documentat ion  and p u b l i c a t i o n .  Two 
c o u n t r i e s  had a  s e c t i o n  on t o u r i s m .  I t  appears  t h a t  each coun t ry  adopted 
a  s t r u c t u r e  b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  meet  i t s  requ i remen t s  and i n t e r e s t s .  

2 2  c o u n t r i e s  r e p o r t e d  having  r e r i o n a Z / d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s .  I n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  sub-reg ion  a l l  t h r e e  have r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s  7 o u t  o f  1 0  i n  t h e  
West ,  5 o u t  of  6 i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  and 7 o u t  o f  2 2  i x  t h e  E a s t e r n / S o u t h e r n  
sub-reg ions  have r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s .  
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Tab le  8 - - S u b j e c t  Coveraqe and Func t ions  o f  NSS 

-- - ~~ - ~~- ~ -~ -~ 

Number o* C o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  S u b - r e g i o ~  

S u b j e c t  o r  Rus tern /  
Func t ion  Forth Bes t  Cen t ra l  Sou thern  Y o t a l  

A g r i c .  Prod. 

I n d u s t r i a 2  Prod. 

BxternaZ Trade 

Balance o f  Payments 

Na t iona l  Accounts  

P u b l i c  Finance 

Economic flv'. 0. S. ) 

Labour ( E m p l .  R Earn) 

P r i c e s  

Trade & Transpor t  

P o p u l a t i o n  8 S o c i a l  

Methods S tandards  

F i e l d  Organizar ion  

EDP 

Documentation R 

P u b l i c a t i o n  

Tour ism 

Regional  O f f i c e s  

?lo. of Report ing  
C o u n t r i e s  3 o 4 2 3 2 9  

StaiCf  P o s i t i o n  i n  JSS 

Table  9 shows t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  s t a f f  i n  t h e  head o f f i c e  
and t h e  r e g i o n a Z / J i s t r i c t o f f i c e s  b y  swh-region.  The p o s i t i o n  o f  s t a f f  has 
been  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  major groups ,  namely. s t a t i s t i c a l  personne l ,  EDP 
personnel  and suppor t ing  s t a f f .  -The s t a t i s t i c a l  personne l  aga in  has been 
sub-d iv ided  i n t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  mi?dZe l e v e l  and cZerks /enumera tors ;  t h e  
EDP personne l  i n t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and o t h e r s "  an:! t h e  suppor t ing  s t a f f  i n t o  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and genera l  s e r v i c e .  I n  genera2 t e r m s ,  about  2 2  percen t  
o f  a22 s t a f f  i n  t h e  3 2  s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  were p r o f e s s i o n a l s ~  t h e  r e s t  
3 e i n g  middZe l e v e l  and , junior  l e v e l  o f f i c e r s .  " h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  compared 
w i t h  t h e  1974 enqu i ry  r e t u r n s  i s  q u i t e  a r  improvement.  The 2974 survey  
showed t h a t  onZy 9 . 2  percen t  o f  a l l  s t a f f  were p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  However, 
t h i s  does  n o t  mean t h a t  s t i l l  t h e r e  i s  no s h o r t a g e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a t i -  
s t i c a l  personne l .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  Tab le  9 ,  t h e  t o t a l  f o r  vacanc ies  shous t h c t  



b b l e  9 : S t a f f  P o s i t i o n  i n  N5S 

-- - -- 
N U M B E R  O F  P E R S O N S  I N  T I E  R E G I O N  

Nor th West Centra l  Eastern/Swthern Tota 

S t a f f  i n  past S t a f f  i n  post Staf f  i n  pest Staff  i n  post .- Vavun- Vacan- Vacan- --- Staff i n  post  
S t a f f  p o s i t i o n  N a t l o m l s  Others c l e s  Tota ls  Nat ionals  Others Tota ls  Nat ionals  3 t k r s  Tota ls  Nat ionals  

Vacan- 

c ies  .- c i e s  c i e s  - Others Totals Nat ionals  Other: 
Tech. G0v.t Tech. G0v.t Tech. Gov.t ~ e c h .  G W . ~  Tech, G, 
hss. Ass. Ass. Ass. Ass. 

h Head ~ * i c e  

a) Stat.  Personnel 
-. ... . ~ . /  . .  . 4 '204  

I 21lY- 38 Pro fess iomls  St36 J 2 16 704 1 314 564 144 3 1 149 163 23 22 86 294 

Middle l e v e l  1 339 53 1 392 33% 39 424 24 3 1 244 239 125 364 2 109 - ' 66 

Clerks/Enum 337 - 12 . 349 934 . . ~ 167 1 071 230 - ... .- .~ 230 856 .- 112 968 2 281 . . . - - -. - 
b )  EDP Personnel 

P r o f e s s i o ~ l s  153 17 170 1 45 / GO 105 9 4 /  1 95 30 ' 5 1 13 49 322 ' 
I 

Others 417 417 252 56 348 75 75 196 47 243 
' 5 

940 

o )  Support ing s taf f  

Ada in is t ra t l ve  656 
Gemra l  serv ice 471 

a )  S t a f f  p r s o m e l  

Professi onals 

Middle level 162 

C le rks r twm 231 

b )  EDP Personml 

Professionals - 
Others - 

c )  Support ing s t a f f  

Administrat ive 11 11 24 24 35 35 70 
Gen. Ssrvlces 32 32 420 420 29 29 5 5 

No. of r e p o r t i n g  

countr ies 3 3 9 9 6 .  6 12 13 



ST/ECA/STPA/WGL/7, 
Page 23 

t h e  32 s e r v i c e s  s t iZZ  need 527 p r o f e s s i o ~ a l  s t a f f  t o  Pill t h e i r  vacant  
' p o s t s .  About 7 5  percent  of t h e s e  vacanc ies  were found i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  

o f  t h e  Western sub-region.  
, . .  

The mortherr, sub-rep ion ,  w i t h  on2y 3  s e r v i c e s  r e p o r t i n g ,  had ' the  
h i g h e s t  number o f  p ro fess iona2  s t a f f  i n  absoZute terms and t h e  h i g h e s t  
average number o f  them per eoun try  ( 3 2 5 ) .  The remaining t h r e e  sub-regions  
had an extremelij  lower average number o f  p ro f e s s iona l  s t a f f  per c o u n t r y .  
The c e n t r a l -  Y e s t e r n  an6 i?as tern/Southern sub-regions  ha.? an a v z m g e  o f  
4 3  and 28  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  per c o u n t r y .  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

So f a r  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  we have focussed our a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  s t a f f  
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  nationaZ s t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e s .  Table 20 s b w s  t h e  s t a f f  
p o s i t i o n  i n  o t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  u n i t s  ( m i n i s t r i e s  o f  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ) .  
The answer supp l ied  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  was n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  for  some c o u n t r i e s  
of t h e  r eg ion .  

Table 20 - Other S t a t i s t i c a Z  U n i t s  and S t a f f  P o s i t i o n  

~. 
. . Av. 3.70. o f  Persons per Countzy 

. . 
Av. V~mber Professional S ta f f  Other S ta f f  Vacancies 
of Units .. . . .  on second- .n second- No. of 

. . p e p  . .  irient fronl. . ment from Prof- . ... .. Report<ng 
Countn, Toi;at ' . I W .  ~o'otal - :ISS . essLonaZs Others Countrzes 

- - ~ ~ 

. . 

North . .  26 - 295 - - - 5 .  . .  . .  
2 ' 

West 3.4 29 18 370 355 - I - 7. 

25 2 4 Centml 6.5 4 2 a 4 4 - 
Zastern/ 
Southern 4.0 5 2 32 28 2 4 8 

Yotal 4.7 l Z  G 278 97 Z 2 22 

The reason  may be because t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e s  d i d  not  know much about 
- t h e  -s tcr f f  o f  o the~r  s t a t i s t i c a l  u n i t s  7:n t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s .  A t  
t h e  same t ime t h e  responses   of^ some 22 s t a t i s t i c a l  s e r v i c e s  were fa i r2y  
good.. . . . . 

. , . ~ , .  
' 

' Average number of s t a t i s t i c a l  u n i t s  per coun try  var ied  f r o m 3 . 4  ' i n  
t h e  West t o  6 . 5  i n  ' t h e  Central  sub - reg ion .  t h e  average f o r  t h e  r e g i o n  
Eeing 4.7 u n i t s  per coun t r y .  I"oreover t h e  average number o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s t a f f  i n  t h e s e  u n i t s  was 2 2  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n  as a whole. I t  was h i g h e s t  
1291 i n  t h e  V e s t e r n  and lowes t  ( r )  i n  t h e  Cen tra l  sub-regions .  Most o f  
t h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n a I s  were seconded by t h e  na t iona l /Cen traZ  s t a t i s t i e a l  
o i f i c e .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, on t h e  average; only  2 p ro f e s s iona l  and 2 
o t h e r s  were needed t o  f i l l  t h e  vacant  pos t s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  u n i t s .  
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Table 2 2  a t t e m p t s  t o  s h o i ~  the  coord ina t i on  o f  n a t i o n a l   statistical^ 
a c t i v i t i e s  an;.? t h k  k ind of l i n k s  t h a t  e z i s t  between t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e  
an,d o t h e r  u n i t s  i n  26  responding c o u n t r i e s .  The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
mechanism fo r  co -o rd ina t i on  a re :  l i  no co-ordinati izg b o d y  2 )  s i n g l e  
co-ord ina t ing  body; 3 )  main co-ord ina t ing  body p lus  s p e c i a l i z e d  commit tees ,  
and 4 )  s p e c i a l i z e d  committeec o n l y .  2 3  c o u n t r i e s  repor ted  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
no co-ordi izat ing  body for a l l  s t a t i s t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  9 . '  
o t h e r s  had s i n g l e  co -o rd ina t i ng  body, 2 had main co -ord ina t i ng  body plus  
sp 'ee ia l i ser '  n a t i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e s  and 2 had s p e c i a l i z e d  commit tees  o n l y .  

Among t h e  13 n o t i o n s  who had no co -or , J ina t i ny  body for  t h e i r  s t a t i s t i c a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  4 ha? no formal l i n k  w i t h  t h e  var ious  s t a t i s t i c a l  u n i t s  i n  t h e  
m i n i s t r i e s  ( i .  e .  a g r i c u l t u r q  h e a l t h ,  edt(,cation2 finance.,  labour ,  e t c .  ) .  
Ano'ther 4 were r e l a t e d  by c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  u n i t s .  2 
c o u n t r i e s  repor ted  having j o i n t  coopera t ion  and ano ther  '2 are charged w i , t h .  
s u p e r v i s i o n  and a s s i s t a n c e  i n  statistics? work. One coun t r y  which r e -  
ported having no co-ordi .nating body ,dig.! no t  s p e c i f y  t h e  k ind o f  l i n k s  w i t h  
o t h e r  statistical u n i t s . . .  . . 

.. . 
. . .- . , . 

TaEle Z l  - Coor:7inating .Arrangements. and l i n k s  w i t h  ~ ~ 

o t h e r  S t a t i . s t & e a r  U n i ~ : . .  :., . . , 

. .. . ~. , . . . . 
. . .  .~ . . . . . 

Kind o f  Links with other Units . , 
. . . . .  . . ~  . Supervision No.. . , . . .. - . . .  . 

Co-ordinating 2-12 d e r  ' ~ o i n t  and Cov~ulta- F o m l  -. kt.. ... . . 

Arrangements -., ,p 0 , , , )  Co-operation Assistance t ion Link Stated Total 
. ~ 

NO. Coord. body 0 - I ,  2 4 4 2 13 

Single Coord. 
body 3 - - 1. .1 2 9 

Fiain CoorcZi'n. . .  .... . . . . . .  . 
Body & specialized . . 

Co&ittees~ " 2 Z . . - - - - 
. ~ 

2 

SpeciaZizSd' 
corn. azy - z .- z - 2 

Total 4 4 2 5 " 9 2 26 

. . 

O f t h e  9 c o u n t r i e s  who had a  sinqZe co-ord ina t ing  bodg f o r  s t a t i s h i c a t  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  3 were d i r e c t l y  unc!er t he  ' - : 5 o ~ ~ t i Z  ":ctis:i.?,-?. ?er3ii<ce s t r u c t u r e :  
4 had no formal l i n k :  Z was engage?' i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  o t m r  icnits.: and 
Z d i d  aot  s t a t e  t h e  kind o f  l i n k .  

I n a l l ,  9 c o u n t r i e s  r e p o r t e d  ' lavinp i ~ o f o r m a 2  l i i zks  between the . i r  
n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e  and o'ther u n i t s .  Of t h e s e ,  4 cowntr ies  d id  n o t  
have any co -or d ina t i ng  arrangements o f  one kind o r  a - l o t h e y  4 had s i n g l e  
co -o rd ina t i n?  b o d y  and Z had s p e c i a t i a e d  committees o n l y .  
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On t h e  main, t h e  survey  showed t h a t  t k e  major govercnent  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
t h a t  had t h e i r  own s t c t i s t i c a l  u n i t s  were t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  oJe h e a l t h ,  agr i - .  
c u l t u r e ,  educa t i on ,  f inance ,  labour .  n a t i o n a l  bank,  i n  t h a t  order .  An 
e m m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  sub-regional  or  countrij c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  e z i s t e n c e  
o f  o t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a z  u n i t s  have prove:! ~ u ' t i l e ~  because,  i n m o s t  cases ! .  t h e  
da ta  has been found u;zwieldy.  . ,  

Legal Prov i s i ons  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  sys tem 

I n  t h e  survey a  q u e s t i o n  was as.ked regarding t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and na ture  
o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i r z  individ?raZ c o u n t r i e s  ( s e e  Table 1 2 ) .  I n  a l l  
30 c o u n t r i e s  r e p l i e d  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  7 o f  them ( 9 0 % )  cZa{m t h a t  t h e y  
had a  t e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  bo th  pena l ty  2nd c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  clause's ' .  2 c o u n t r i e s  
erpzessed  t h e  e z i s t e n c e  o f  a  Z e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  dZause b u f  no 
pena l ty  c l a u s e .  One coun t r y  6 i d  n o t  have any k ind o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  l eg i sZa -  
t i o n  whatsoever .  A t  t h e  same t i n e ,  two c o u n t r i e s  f a i l e d  t o  s t a t e  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  and nature  o f  suck a  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  1874 survey  o f  s t a t i s t i c c 2  or ;?an iza t ior  7 9  percent  o,f t h e  
responding c o u n t r i e s  had s t a t i s t i c a l  Zaws of  soge kind or  ahother  and 2 2  
percent  d id  n o t  r e p l y  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  I n  tile l ? O l  survey ,  however, - abou t  
97 percent  expressed t h e  e z i s t e n c e  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  Zaws i n  t l i e i r  c o u n t r i e s .  

Table  2 2  - A v a i l a b i l i t y  6 nature  o f  S t a t i s t i c a l  L e g i s l a t i o n  

Xumber o,f Countr ies  i r  t h e  Sub-region 

Nature of Eas tern /  
Leg i s  l a t i o n  - ior th  1Je s t Cen tra l  Southern T o t a l  7 

 wit?^ penaZty 
Clause on ly  

Wi th  Conf iden t -  
i a l i t y  Clause 
on l y  

Wi th  bo th  
pena l ty  & 
Con f iden t -  
i a l i t y  
c l a u s e s  

No l e g i s l a -  
t i o n  

Not s t a t e d  

To t a  l 3 2 0 6 I ?  3 2 Z O O .  0 

Al though some c o u n t r i e s  who dic7 no t  r G p t y  t o  tTze 1974 evzquiry may have had 
some l e g i s l a t i o n  or  governmental. a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
i t  appears t h a t  i n  general  t e rms ,  more c o u n t r i e s  aye r e a l i z i n g  t h e  need 
f o r  such a  ZegisZ?tion.  
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Census and Surveys  - 

I n  t h e  s u r v e y ,  a  q u e s t i o n  was nskeZ whether  c e n s u s e s  and s u r v e y s  were' 
i n  progress  or  planned i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e  t o  be conducted c i t h e r  by t h e  
Nat ional  S t a t i s t i c a l  S e r v i c e s  (31SS) o r  o t h e r q o v e ~ n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  four  s u b - r e ~ i o n s .  AnaZysis  o f  t h e  Ja ta  shows t h a t  a t  t h e  t ime  o f  
w r i t i n g  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  a  t o t a l  o f  2 6 3  census  and survey  p r o j e c t s  were i n  
progresa a n d f o r  planned i n  f u t u r e  i n  t h e  32 responding c o u n t r i e s  (Tab le  1 3 ) .  
6 8  o f  t h e s e  c e n s u s e s  o r  e u r v e y s  were i n  t h e  Ras tern /Sou thern  sub-reg ion  
and 5 3  were i n  t h e  Western  sub-reg ion .  For t h e  r e g i o n  as  a  whole,  1 3 8  
o f  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  stere t o  be conducted b y  t h e  :ra t ional  S t a t i s t i c a l .  ~ e r v i c e s  
and t h e  remaining 30  by t 3 e  o t h e r  governnent  depar tmen t s  o r  m i n i s t r i e s  
who have s p e c i a l i z e d  r e s p o n s i b i z i t i e s .  

. . 

~ o ~ u l a t i o n  an,,:' a g r i c u l t u r e  r e l a t e ?  c e n s u s e s  and s u r v e y s  were ?ominant 
among t h e  p r o j e c t  arees . .  c o n s i t u t i n g  n e a r l y  4 3  p e r c e n t .  S u r v e y s  on: i n c o m e ,  
consumpt ion  and e x p e n d i t u r e  and ecoromic a c t i v i t i e s  u e r e  z e s t  i n  t h e  row'. 
?!or~over; a  s i p i f i c a n t  number o f  p r o j e c t s  re la tec?  t o  healSh  and soc iaZ '  
a f f a i r s  ( l i t e r a c y , .  e d u c a t i o n  e t c .  ) 1,;ere i ; r  progress  o r  planned i n  f u t u r e .  
Q u i t e  a  few census  and survey  pro. iects  coverir,:7 n u t r i t i o n .  Pood consumpt ion  

a n d  hous ing  c o n ~ ' i t i o n s  and f a c i l i t i e s  appear t o  be i n  progress  o r  planlied 
,. . 

i n  f u t u r e .  

I n  t h e  survey  a  q u e s t i o n  on  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  
A ' f r ican HousehoZc! Survey C a p a b i l i t y  Progranme (ClHf5CP) was a s t e d .  As 
could  be  observe?  i n  TabZe 2:; 10 c o u n t r i e s  o u t  o f  3.? .conf$pmed t h a t  t h e y  
were p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  programme . .  4 pf t h e s e  c o u n t r i z s  w e r e i 7 t  t h e  
Kas tern /Sou thern  s u b - r e g i o n  and 2 each i n  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  s u b - r e g i o n s .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e  29 c o u n t r i e s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have been p lanning t o  p a r t i c e p a t e  
i n  t h e  prorramme. 2 o t h e r s  e x p Z i c i t l y  i i l d i c e t e d  t h a t  t h e y  are  n o t  even  
p2annir.g t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  programme i n  f u t u r e .  On&- c o 7 , q t r y  -in t h e  . . 
Mestern sub-reg ion  d i . 4  n o t  ans-der t h i s  q u e s t i o n  ? h i s :  f i : d i n j ' ! : .  :. . . I  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  A H S C P  p r o j e c t  has shown a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  impr9vement  
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  few years .  4 s  t h i s  programme uas  in tenPed  t o  h e l p  c o u n t r i e s  
t o  ireintai iz  a  reasonabZ> u n i f o r m  s t a n 2 a r - 7 ~  o.? kouse?zoZd d a t a ,  it i s  hoped 
t h a t  i t s  presen t  pace of r rowth  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  w i Z Z  enab le  i t  t o  reach  
i t s  d e s i r e d  goal  i n  a reasonab ly  s h o r t  t i m e .  
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Censuses nnd surveys  i n  progress or  pZa_n_n& 
anc' p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  AHSCE 

nbmber of Prefects and ?to. of Countries 

S&-reqior an? , k ~ e n e ~  ??espomihZe 
Forth FJe s t Central ~astern/ .Smthem 

.- 
Censuses ;?T,T gther NSS Other S Other S 0thm7 Total 

~ o p u k t i o n  

Incorde, Consumption 
and ewenditure 

Labour .force/ 
Employment 

TiaaZth 

Nutrition 

Housing Conditions 
and Facitit ies . . 

,socia2 (Zitemcy., 
education, etc.  

Food Consumption 

~ouseho-ZcZ/smaZZ 
ScaZe enterprise 

A g r i n !  Zture 

1ndustria7. Fro%. 

~conoflic data 

Others 

No. of 
Total Projects n 44 L3 2 2 E 62 7 268 26 

3 Cozintries 

0 0 2 4 Parti- Participating ., 20 

ciaa- 
ti& Pknning to  

7 4 8 20 i n  participatz 
AHSCP - 

fllot pZarnivg 
t o  pariicipate 2 7, 2 

. 7 
2 L u ;.lo. response 
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The q u a n t i t y  nnc? scope o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
t o  a  g r e a t e ~  e x t e n t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  1.eval o f  o r g a z i z a t i o v .  o f  l ' a t iona l  S t a t i -  
s t i c a l  S e r v i c e s .  The l i s t - o f  pubZica t ions  o b t a i n e d  fr0.n t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  
shows- t h a t  t h e  . -nature and jerequency var iec!  froirr c o u n t r y  t o  c o u n t r y .  The 
n u m b e r o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  ranger? from Z t o  ovgr  50.: t h e  average  be ing  sZ igh tZy  
more t h a n  l 2 p u l Z i e a t i o n s  per c o u n t r y .  

. . .  . 

~ a b ' l e  1.4 shows t h e  natupe  and f:n&quency o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  
3 2  Na t iona l  S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i c e s  c i a s s i i i e d  by ~ u b - r e g i o n .  l i t  aZZ. n t o taZ  
o f  3 8 0  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  1.2 s u b j e c t s  were r e p o r t e ?  7:n t i e  s u r v e y .  
An examinat io?  of t h e  f requency  o f  t h e  p u b l b c a t i o n s  shows t ! i c t  n e a r l y  43  
p e r c e n t  were ad hoe, 30  percen t  annual 2C percent  q u a r t e r l y  and .? percent  
monthly  p u 5 l i c a t i o n s .  Furthermore,. a  s i g ; : i f i c a n t  p r o o o r t i o n  f 4 4 Z )  o f  t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  covered f i n a n c i d  and o t h e r  economic n e t C v i t i a s  and s t a t i s t i c a l  
y e a r b o o k s / a b s t r a c t s / d i g e s t s / h a ~ z c ' h o o k s  u u b l i s h e d  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  o r  
ad hoe.  P u 5 l i c a t i o n s  r e l a t e ;  t o  ?opz: la t ion  and demography were a l s o  r e -  
l a t i v e l y  s i g n i f i c a n t . ,  b u t  t h e y  b>erc n o t  r e g u l a r .  A s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s  
f o r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on p r i c e s  househol? huJge t  and consumpt ion .  T?ot 
much i s  pub l i shed  i n  areas  r e l a t e d  t o  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  labour and employ- 
ment and t r a n s p o r t  and communicat ion.  

Tab le  I 4  - , zature an? Frrequenc?j o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s  by Sub-region  

;I.;umbcr of  P u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  tha  Sub-reg ion  
Nature and Zas-tern/ 
Frequency JTorth T?s s t C e n t r a l  Sou thern  T o t a l  
- 

Z .  S t a t .  B u l l e t i n /  
A b t r a c t / Y e a r -  
b o o k / d i g e s t  e t c .  

2 .  F i n a n c i a l  & 
Other Econ. 
A c t .  

Q u a r t e r l y  2 4 

B i -annua l l y  2 2 

Annual ly  5 2 7 4 

Ad huc 3 22 10  
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Table  2 4  c o n t ' d  

Fumber of  PubZicat ions  i n  t h e  Sub-region  

Nature. and rc .s tern/  - .  . .  
Freauency Nbrtiz ' V e s t  Centran2 - Sou thern  To taZ 

. . . . . . . 

P r i c e s <  ?zh budget  
and consumpt ion ,  
e t c .  

i4onthZy 3 4 2 

a u a r t e r l y  Z 2 2 

Ad hoe < 0 2 0 

Labour 8 

PmpZoyment 

Q u a r t e r  Zy 

B i -annua l l y  

Avnunl ly  

A d  hoc l 

Transpor t  K 
Communication 

QuarterZy 

AnnuaZZ7{ Z 7 2 

Ad hoc 5 2 

A g r i c .  Fores t r y  
& F i s h e r i e s  

Weekly t 
MonthZy I 

Q u a r t e r l y  

Annual Zy 7 

Ad hoc 8 3 

Popu la t ion  & 
Demography 

Annually  

D e c i n n i a z l y  t t 
~d  hoe :? n 7 

S o c i a l  C o n d i t i o n s  

Q u a r t e r l y  I 

Annua l l y  O 

Ad hoc 5 
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?;umber o f  Pu?J-lications i n  t h e  S u b - r e g i o n  

?/at&;*e and E a s t e r n /  
FrJequency F o r t h  V e s t  C e n t r a l  S o u t h e r n  T o t a l  

9 .  Tour i sm  d I % t .  
M i g r a t i o n  

20. Annual  :con. 

S u r v e y s  

Z l .  S p e c i a l  

S u r v e y s  

2 2 .  O t h e r s  
- ~ -- -~ 

No. o f  r e p o r t i n g  
c o u n t r i e s  3 2  n 6 2 2 3 3 

- 

The t i m e Z i n e s o  and r e g u l a r i t y  have been  examined ,*or i n d i v i 2 z a l  c o u n t r i e s  
a n 2  s u b - r e q i o n  b y  t h e  s u h j e c t  m a t t e r .  incbZe 2.5 s!zows t h a t  o u t  o f  a  t o t a l  
oje 330 p u b Z i c a t i o n s  323 ( i . e .  a b o u t  8 2 9  were p u b l i s h e d  bepore  1980;  4 2  o f  
them ( i . e .  ? I S )  d u r i n g  l 9 i l O  an,' t h e  r ema in ing  2 6  ( i . e .  7 % )  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  mon.ths 0.7 2 D 8 2 .  T h i s  cZear1y  i m p l i e s  t h a t  s t a t i s t i c a 2  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  have n o t  b e e n  f r e q u e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  a s  r e g u t a r t y  a s  t h e y  were 
a t  f i r s t  s e t .  The y e a r  l 9 8 G  was e s p e c i a l t y  worse  a s  t h e r e  iJere o n l y  a  
v e r y  few p u h Z i c a t i o n s  compared t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  and t h e  year  a f t e r w a r d s .  



.. ... 
Date o f  La8t Issue 

A7ature and .. . . . ... . . . 2 2 0  2932 - 
Frequency of Before . . . .. 
fiblications 1,980 cran-i:;ar. Apr- Jun. JuZ. -Sept. Oct. -%c. Jan-?cii2. Apr-Jun ToCd 

. . 
2. S ta t i s t ica l  

BuZZetin/ 
Abs t m c t /  
Yearbook 
etc .  

/#onthZy 

.&arterZp 

Bi-anma2Zy 

AnnuaZZy 

Ad hoc 

2. Firancia2 
& Other 
Economic 
Act ivi t ies  

QuarterZy 

3;-anma2 Z!i 

Anma ZZy 

Ad hoc 

3. Prices- hh 
budget a d  
consumption 

~VooonthZy 

&arterZy 

Bi-annua22$4 

AnnuaZly 

Ad hoc 

4. Labour & 
Empioyment 



5. Transport 8 . .. - 

conrriunication . . . . .~ . .~ 

5 QuarterZy 3 

Bi-annuazzy 
0 2 I0 Anma 2 2y 

0 .I 

~d hoe e 

6.  Agric. Forest- 
ry W Fisheries 

Weekly 

&uarterZy 

AnmcaZZy 

Ad hoc 

7.  Population 
8 Demop~ph-y 

Annuatly 

~ec inn ia  t z y  

Ad hoc 

3. Socia2 
Conditions 

CjuarterZy 

AnnuaZZy 

Ad hoc 

9.  Tourism 8 
I n .  ?,figrotion 

i4onth Zy 

QuarterZy I 

Bi-annuazzy 

Annuat 2y 4 

Ad hoe 2 
20. Annual TCOn. 

Surveys 4 

22 .  Specid 3 
Surveys 3 

"1 2 24 
22. Others 22 , , 
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Eroblems A f f e c t i n q  t h e  Per.formance o f  FSS 

I n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  YationaZ S t a t i s t i c a l  S e r v i c e s  were 
dsked  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  problems i n  o r d e r  of s e r i o u s n e s s  o,f t h e  
Problem. Of t h e  3 2  c o u n t r i e s  who s e n t  back t h e  f i t l e i  i n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  
2 5  answered t h i s  q u e s t i o n . .  p roper ly  i .  e .  r a n k i v g  the<.r  problems i n  o r d e r  
o f  s e r i o u s n e s s .  The r e s t  d i d  not.. rank t h e i r  problems b u t ,  i n s t e a d .  s imply  
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  problems t h e i r  o f f i c e s  a r e  c o n f r o n t e 2  w i t h .  

Tab le  2 6  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  rank  o r d e r  according  t o  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s o  o f  
problems a f f e c t i n g  t h e  pe~.,~Forrnance of  ? a t i o n a t  ,Stnt is t iccrZ S e r v i c e s .  

Tab le  16 - Funk Order o f  ProbZems A f f e c t i n g  t h e  
Performance O U T S  -. 

Ranks 

Problems 2 O 3  4 5 6 F!ot s t a t e d  T o t a l  " 

Sudget  2 0 5 4 3 - - 8 30 

S t a f f i n g  9 9 3 .- - 6 2 7 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
s e t - u p  - 4 6 3 - - 5 

Managerial 
Capabi l i t y  

Process ing  
F a c i Z i t i e s  l 2 2 - - - 
O t k e r s  3 2 - 5 2 - 2 23 

T o t a l  2 4  . 2 3  16 2 4  3 1 2 5 .  3 2  
. ~.~ ~ 

. . . . 
... 

The i n s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  budget  and t h e  l a c k  o f  q u a z i f i e d  s t a t i s t i c a Z  
manpower seem t o  be t h e  most  s e r i o u s  problems i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  fo l lowed 
by t h e  l a c k  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e t - u p  ann' o f  manager<al c a p a b i t i t y .  Var ious  
probZems .such as  t h e  absence  o f  d a t a  processin.0 f a c i Z i t i e s ,  t 5 e  inadequacy 
o f  means o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  equipment ,  o f i f i c e  b u i l d i n g s ,  e t c . .  ., a r e  a l s o  
m a t t e r s  o f  concern .  
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. .  . , . . .  . .  . . . . . ,  

T h i s  s t udy  a l s o  a t t empted  t o  t n v e s t i q a t e  t h e  sub-regional  v a r i a t i o n  
i n  t h e  problems of s t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e s  (Table  2 7 ) .  I t  shows s t a f f i n g  are  . 
t h e  most s e r i o u s  problem 0.f T a t i o n a l  S t a t i s t i e a Z  s e r v i c e s  i n  each sub- 
reg ion .  ,In e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  previous  a n a l y s i s  t s  t h a t  2 s t a t i s t i c a l  
s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  West and 2 i n  t h e  Eastern/Southern sub-regions  had a  
shortage  i n  da ta  process ing f a c i l i t i e s  whiZe i t  was n o z - e x i s t e n t  i n  t h e  
o t h e r  sub-regions .  A second impor tan t  po in t  was t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f o t h e r  
problems i n  t h e  CeztraZ sub-region as s e r i o u s  as t h e  problems o f  budget  
and s t a f f i n g .  

Table 27 - FrobZems -. o f  NSS by fiub r eg ion  

. . 

. ~ .  
-. Sub-reg ion  . ~ . .  . 

Prob Zems- , $7 iJ C F/S -  T . - - 

Budget f i  7 3 2 0 2 2 

S t a f f i n g  7 7 ( I  = 9 2 2 

A 2 i n i s t r a t i v s  
s e t -up  2 3 3 t' 2 3 

Mattageria 2 
capabi l i t y  2 3 ? (r 19 

Processing 
f a c i Z i t i e 6  - 2 - 2 4 

Others - 4 3 4 Z i 

Conclus ions:  T h i s  survey  which was expec ted  t o  cove r  5 2  member s t z t e s  
o f  BCA r e 2 i o n  b t t a i n s , "  p s p l i e r  ?ro? ? ?  c o 7 ~ r ; t r i . n ~  -('S?+L. . " h i s  r y o p o r t i o n  
Zs qzrite ar ? : m p r o v m e r t t  ca -pcre '  w i t h  t h e  l o 7 4  s u r v e j  w h i c h  coi~e>*ed 5 9 %  of 
t h e  r e g i o n .  As far  a s  popuiat ior.  coverage i s  c o n c e ~ n e d ,  t h e  1982 enqu iry  
r sp r e sen t ed  7 0 %  o f  t h e  popu la t ion  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  

. . 

A s  regards  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  Nat ional  S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i c e s ,  
t h e  2 9 8 2  survey  r evea l ed  t h a t  66"ere l oca t ed  i n  t h e  planning m i n i s t r y :  
2 2 %  i n  t h e  f inance  and planninq m i n i s t r y :  "T i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Pre s iden t  
o r  Pr ime -Min i s t e r .  and on ly  3% i n  o t h e r  m i n i s t r i e s .  S l i g h t l y  h igher  
propor t ions  of National  S t a t i s t i c a l  S e r v i c c s  were l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  planning 
m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  25774 ( 7 0 % )  than i n  t h e  2.981 suyvey ( 6 6 % ) .  

I n  t h e  7,974 survey  on l y  5.47 o f  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  o F f i c e s  hat? t h e i r  
o m  account ing  urzit .  Whereas i n  t h e  1982. survey  t h e y  stood a t  7551. 
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- The average budget o f  a  PationaZ S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i c e  was s l i g h t l y  
more than  ~ 5 5 2 . 5  m i l l i o n  i n  1982. B y  comparison t h e  L 8 7 n  enquiry  r evea l ed  
a  n a t i o n a l  average o f  US$9l3,000. f i ? %  o f  t h e  hudget  o f  s t a t i s t i c a Z  o f f i c e s  
i n  2982 were spent  i n  s t a f f  s a l a r y .  Techn ica l  a s s i s t a n c e  accounted for  
US$t4S5Z04 on average.  The c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  ? ! o r t h e m  sub-region d i d  n o t  
r e c e i v e  any t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Z980 /8Z  
budget  year. 

There wan an improvemsnt i n  t h e  average number o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  
s t a t i s t i c a l  o f y i c e s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  few years .  In  1974 t h e  avera9e p r o f e s s i o n a l  
per s t a t i s t i c a l  o f f i c e  was 2 3  and i n  2,081j t h i s  f igure  increased  t o  5 6 .  

Another improvement ,Turing t h e  same period was Zegal p rov i s i ons  f o r  
n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  sys tem.  I t  i n c rease2  'ram 7 9 8  i n  1974 t o  975 i n  
2982. Furthermore, 93% o,? t h e  c o u n t r i e s  had s t a t i s t i c a l  Zeg i sZa t ion  w i t h  
bo th  pena l ty  an;! c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  c l a u s e s  i n  1981. However,, t h e r e  had been 
a  slow down i n  t h e  r e g u l a r i l y  and t i m e l i n e s s  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

The 1982 survey  a l s o  showed t h a t  t h e  most s e r i o u s  problems a f f e c t i n g  
t h e  performance of s t a t i s t i c a l  serv icr .?  were b u d ~ e t  and s t a f y i n g .  




