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Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my privilege to introduce to you the "African Platform

for Action: African Common Position for the Advancement of Women", which

was adopted in Dakar Senegal, by the fifth African Regional Conference

on Women, held from 16 to 23 November 1994. This Conference was

preparatory to the Fourth World Conference on Women to be held in

Beijing China, from 4 to 15 September 1995.

The Conference was attended by 52 member States of the UNECA;

12 observer delegations from non-African member States; 2 7

representatives of UN bodies and specialised agencies; the Organization

of African Unity; the African Development Bank; observers from 37

international and regional organizations; over 100 non-governmental

organizations (NGOs) and representatives of youth from many African

countries, in all over 5,000 participants attended the Conference.

The Conference was a historic meeting in that it was entrusted

with the task of determining the framework within which all activities

geared towards the advancement of women would be organized and steered

for the next ten years and beyond. The major outcome of the Conference

which is the African Platform for Action, will hopefully exert a great

influence on the cause of women and development, and the integration of

gender concerns into development policies, plans, programmes and

projects in Africa.

The African Platform for Action (APA) is a synthesis of

regional, subregional and national perspectives and priorities, and a

framework for action for the formulation of policies and implementation

of concrete and sustainable programmes for the advancement of women. It

embodies and represents the voices and views of highly diverse

constituencies: member States; NGOs; UN agencies; inter-governmental

bodies; women's grassroots organizations and the youth. All these

constituencies participated in its formulation by providing concrete and

actionable proposals for the accelerated advancement' of women for the

achievement of equality, development and peace. The document aims to

accelerate the social, economic and political empowerment of all women



at all levels and at all stages of their lives. It represents Africa's

input into the Global Platform for Action which will be adopted in

Beijing in September 1995, at the Fourth World Conference on Women.

In the Statement of Mission, the Platform outlines six

objectives aimed at accelerating the social, economic and political

empowerment of all women at all levels and at all stages of their lives,

namely:

(a) integration of the gender perspective in all policies,

plans and actions directed towards the achievement of

equality, development and peace; ,

(b) equal partnership between women and men;

(c) a fuller and more active participation by women in policy

formulation and decision-making processes of government;

(d) the economic, social and political empowerment of women

at all levels, as active contributors to, and

beneficiaries of all aspects of national development;

(e) the full involvement of women in the search for peace and

in conflict prevention, management and resolution;

(f) take priority action to protect the human rights of

girls, ensure adequate care and education for them as

well as opportunities for achieving their full potential

equally with their brothers.

The core of the African Platform for Action comprises of

eleven critical areas of concern:

1. Women1s poverty, insufficient food security and lack of

economic empowerment.

2. Inadequate access to education, training, science and

technology;
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Women's vital role in culture, the family

Improvement of women's hea1th, reproductive health

including family planning and population-related

5. Women's relationship and linkages to environment

natural resource management;

6. Involvement of women in the peace process;

7. The political empowerment of women;

8. Women's legal and human rights;

9. Mainstreaming of gender-disaggregated data;

; 10. Women, communication, information and the arts;

11. The girl-child.

The Platform also outlines the strategic Objectives

actions to be Taken to address the three core issues of

Development and Peace which for the theme of the Conference/-and to

fully integrate the gender dimension into all political/ social,

economic and cultural activities for development.

implementation of the African Platform for Action will

require the mobilization of all available human, physical and financial

resources internationally, regionally and nationally on the basis of

short, medium and long-term objectives and perspectives. The Platform

sets for the measures spelling out how this might most effectively be

Subregional level e_g. COMESA, SADC, AMU, UDEAC,

ECCAS,



(c) Regional level e.g. ECA, OAU, ADB and ARCC.

(d) Institutional level, eg. United Nations Commissions and

Committees responsible for system-wide coordination of

gender issues at policy level, e.g. Commission on

Sustainable Development, Commission on Human Rights;

Population Commission, Commission on the status of Women;

and at the level of programmes for the advancement of

women, bodies such as CEDAW, unifeh, instraw, unfpa and

UNDAW should be involved as a matter of course.

An important recommendation of the Conference was the creation

of a Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation and Monitoring of the

Platform. At the regional level, coordination, monitoring and

evaluation of the implementation of the APA should be entrusted to ARCC

in close collaboration and consultation with existing IGOs, as well as

the Joint OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat, and relevant UN agencies.

In conclusion, I would like to reiterate that the success of

the implementation of the African Platform for Action lies wholly in the

willingness and the highest political commitment on the part of African

governments. The Platform has provided every country with the necessary

guidelines to steer the cause for the accelerated advancement of women

in Africa. Twenty years after the first international Conference on

Women in 1975, it is now abundantly clear that the well-being of women

is intimately tied up with the well-being of men, the family and society

at large. The challenge facing us all today is to manifest this

awareness and reality at the highest levels of economic and political

decision-making.


