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AIDE-MEMOIRE ‘ _
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE HUMAN DIMENSION
OF AFRICA'S ECONOMIC. RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT .
N (Khartoum;_Sudan;‘S-B March-lSégl' |
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I, BACKGROUND

One of the adverse consequences of the economic crisis
in' African ° countries has been the agogravation of the:;
Geterioration of the wellbeing of the generality of the
African people and the'neglect of the need to effectively

~develop and utilize ‘human resources to the extent that

today., there is a human crisis as a fallout of the economic
. A

crisis.

" Opportunities for education and training have béen'
reduced; unemployment and underemployment .are on the
increase; the probléms - of réfﬁgees'"and"migranﬁs have
worsened; and, human malnutrition levels and infant mortality .
are on the increase in many parts of Africa. - ThéSe'brdbléms"‘

have had:a particularly severe - 1mpact on vulnerable gLouqu :

- such as chzl.ldrenF ‘womern ; youth and’ on rural communltlesw'

. The ECA had predicted 1in its ECA and Afrlca

" Development. 1983-2008, that the political 'ultuatlon in

Africa .wduld,'worsen in ‘the - years ahead unless the “human
dimensions of the economic CrlSlS are glven a focus of

attention. - "Riots, crimes,  and mlsery would be the urder

of the ‘day in the year 2008 if prcsent trendq contznue _
- Without* conscious change:” The structural adjustment anc'

policy reform programmesp without belng Droperly dev1sed
and approprlately funded and . supported by the 1nternaflcnal -
commun;tyﬂ have "in&vitably made the deterioration of 11v1ng

conditions for the vast majority of Afrlcans unbearable,



hpart from the need tc sensitige governments and the
international community +o the need 7to1.institﬁtéfﬂméasures
to proatect %he walfaf@ of. the: pesple ané-ensure‘fhé zifective
development and utiliz tion ©f huméan resources in the desiqn

and inkieﬁen tion  ©f  structural adjustment . programmes

and ‘policy reform measurss, there ig  also ,the morai‘

imperative to look feor sclutions to the orowing prohlams
' e iwliteraﬁy,i and
of .malﬁutritiong and high iJfant ww"taiityg ete., - within
the caﬁtext,vof develiopment strategles and po
intéfnatian&l éammunlty in concert with African governments
Must ~therefore urgently search fot ~the sclution to this

hlmnly voiatLle nl*ﬂdthLﬂ _ : _ - e

To this end, during the third meeting of the UN Steerin
e =

Committes on the Follow-up c¢nn . the UN Programme of Action

for African ‘Economic Recovery and Development, - held - in

New_&brk on 25 and 25 November 1986, it was dJdecided that -

a Lpltﬂd ﬂatxons 1nter—ag@ncy..effort. should be -mcunted

v

to Grqanxze a major international . conferernce in AEfrica -

on bhm HuMan Dimension of Africa’'s ZXEconomic Recovery and

ticies. . The .

Developmeg@ wlthin the framework of activities 'related
to the impiementation of the UN-PAAERD.

:'Thé“'Um Tﬁferwagﬂncv ask Force on the Follow-up on .
the UNQEAAERD at the Req1ond;_LL Lo Aass med responsibility

for the orjan1za%10n of the Poif erenca .and _appointed, an .’

Iﬂter—ﬂgency P“cpardtorv Commitiee Lo be esponsible  Ffor

all dmptc“" rciuteﬂ . to the organi zatﬁon of . *h Confersnce.

mhir ’t&“a Xy Wommlzteo is  chaired bv the Ixecutive

Secretary of _EC" and composed of FRO, IBRD, IFED, ILO,
UNFH UNIDO, IMF, UHESCO, UNICE ¥, UNDP,. WHO and .ADSE,. The

UN Lnterﬂﬁqancy Task;.,szce __also,ﬁ decided . that - the"
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Internatlonal Conference .on- the ﬁuman Dimension of Africa‘s:

Economlc Recovery and DeveloPment should beg,held' prior .
to. the ECA Conference of - ﬁ;n;sters‘ Responsible- for. Human ' :
Resources. Plannlng;— Development and Utlllzatlon. The -

Government of the . Republlc of- the Sudan has- agreed to host

the two,. conferences durlng the perlod 5-8 March and 9-13°

March 1988, respectlvely

'erThe” Khartoum Conference will be'-organizedpq“anla~F
collectlve' UN lnter-agency _effort, cpart’’of ‘a4 series.

of conferences that would deal w1th the UN*PAAERD and- its

1mplementatlon,r IndeedF 1t w1ll - follow on - the ! wake of .
the Internatlonal Conference son-oAfricas oo T ~Challenge -

of Economlc Recovery and Accelerated Development ~which

was. organlzed. by the ECA 1n nIune 1987 -in- Abuja, Nigeria;, -
in ccllaboratlon w1th the Government of the Federal Republlcj

of ngerla and with, the support of- the OAU and :ADB. © This''
Conference, which dealt with macro and global 1ssues related -

to Africa's recovery and development challenges and
opportunities, .. was, rin a way, the .pace-setter for the

env1$aged series',qf conferences whlch would deal ‘with' -
sectoral and thematlc aspects of recovery' and development-3”
in .Afrlca.,u The Khartoum Conference will be the 'first 1n?**

the series,

1. '.'f;,qus'rxrlcmi_cn Aw OBJECTIVES.

; The human factor is central to the process of ‘sécio-

economlc transformatlon in. thaf 1t is “both the ultlmate"‘

objectlve and the most powerful -means of aﬂhlev1nc ‘SoCio= 7

economlc develcpment..: Human capac1t1es. will, on_ -the ' ohe

hand,' need to be . approprlately developed to -bring about

accelerated, growth -and development,- and on “the. other ‘hdnd ~ *

human well belng' will always remain the central objective
of all development.




The UN-PAAERD and APPER have s1ngled out human resources
dcvelopment as one of ‘the four prlorlty areas of development
at ‘the natlonal sub- reglonai and reglonal 1evels durlng
the ‘nerlod 1986- -1996G. BOLh aocuments also stressed the_
neeqd - for"lmprOVements in the‘ management of the Afrlcanh
economies and the role that ‘human resources play thereln.'
"Bnsuring - the effective partlclpatlon of the people in
all dimensions of development and establlshlnq sound basis
for polltlcalF economic 'and social 3ustlce - were also
emphasized “by’ tbe' UN-PALAERD. “indeed 1ong before APPER:
and ‘UN- PAAERDF'the Lagos Plan of Actlon had aecorded spec1all

lmportance to ‘the human - dlmen51on descrlbﬂng human resourcesﬁu

as ‘the "custodian and mentor of socio- economic development" _
and. aSSertlng that "Lhe attalnment of the objectlves of
.the LPA and --FAL dependsg -in  the flnal analy51s on thedwl
development of a wide range of human resources“ 7 The LPA

also: stressed the need to enqlncer humanwfocused development-

with the "full Dartlclpatlon of the people in the benefltsr
of that devclopment. ' S

rHowevery- because " of 'the 'series of economic crisesa?,
that “Afridan countries have been _experlenc1ng ‘since the
second half of ' the 19708, partlcularly during the 19803F

there has been much neglect Of the human dlmen51on in .

development in Africa. In fact the situation has been
severely aggravated by the structural adjustment measures
that have been pursued which emphasize shori-term financial

and fiscal adiustment concerns rather than 1ong term balanced

development: There is evrdonce that lln many _1nstances:.__
such . adjustment measures have been 1mplemented at _hich .

human :costs" and ~ sacrifices in. terms of depressed levels
of investment “in  human resources and on the satlsfactlon
of Hhuman needs. Such neglect for the human dlmen51on is

not only counter oroeuctlve rrom the pornt of vrew of well—.




being,  but is -also -detrimental to the economic 'process

and the achievement 'of the cbjectives of recovery and_the.

establishment of self-sustained and self-reliant development.

There is a need thus to énsure that an end is put to SQCh

neglect and that a central place is once again accorded

to the human dimension in Africa's efforts towards economic

recovery-and.development.

' . ' t - . _ L
.-HMore specifically, the Conferenée will seek to achieve

the following objectives:

0. critically assess the' central role that the

human dimension plays, both as a means to and
an objective of development, in Africa's efforts
towards achieving economic recovery and accelerated

self-sustaining and self~-reliant development.

To assess trends in a number of African countries

as. related to human resources = development ~ and

to - the. elements ‘of well-being and analyse the
offsetting actions that are required for a broader

- ‘and a more human-focused approach to adjustmEntL:

L.-To  identify positive  examples of sectoral and

national. as well as ' recgional and sub-regional

‘attions  taken in Africa’ in recent vyears which

could serve as models of human development that

care worthy: of being built upon.

'TO‘—propose:.practibal- measures  at - the sectoral
and " national ‘as well' as - subregional, regional

and ' international levels  through which " the

‘strgngthening and further development of human

capacities, and the enhancement of conditions
of human well-being are made integral parfs of
national strategies, plans and programmes of
economic recovery and development.




A Rhartoum Statement on the HumanwDimgpsion of'Africa!s

Economic ~Recovery and Development will synthesize the views

of the Conference on the above points.

IITI. ORGANIZATION

The Conference will be organized as a collective. UN

inter-agency effort under the ausgpices of the UN Inter~
. Agency: Task Force on the. EolloW&up on ‘the UN-PEAERD at
the Regional Level. A Cormittee composed of ECA (Chairman}y*

UNICEF, UNDP, FAO, ILO, UNESCO, WHO, Worlé Bank, IMF, UNFPA,
UNIDO, IFAD and ADE is. K responsible for all aspects. related
to the preparation of the Conference.

Iv.

1.

PARTICIPATICON

African ministers and senior officials concerned with

economic  development .  and planning, human resources
-and the human dimension of .development; representatives
-of  agencies .and' organizations  .of the  UN - svstem;
representatives of African sub-regional, 'régional

and inter-governmental organizations; donor countries

and organizations; African and non-African NGOs, and

_eminent African and non-African scholars and development
- experts. All participants will be expected to cover
. the cost of their participation.

Some prominent African. and international bersonalities

will be invited to contribute papers and participate

-at  the Conference in their  personal = capacity. The
-cost of their participation will . be Lbdrne;'by the
organizers. '
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FUNDING

.The Government of the Republic of the Sudan will finance

local costs. Funding for the external component of
costs has been provided by a generous grant by UHDP

the - Government of - Canada  and from contrlbutlons by

co- ~operating agencies of the UN system.

VI.

CUTPUT .OF TEE CONFERENCE

Publication of the Khartoum Statement ‘on the - Human

Dimension of Africa‘'s Economic Recovery and Developmentf
Publication of the Proceedings of the Conference.

Dissemination  of the principal conclusions  and

recommendations of the Conference.

The Khartoum .Statement ' and the proceedlngs of the

Conference will be made available to the follow1nga

1.

- ECA Conference of Ministers Responsible for-ﬁHumah

Resources Development, Planning and Utilization {9-
13 March 1988, XKhartoum, Sudan)- R

UN Secretary-General

ECA Conference of Ministers

- Member: States -and. Ministries concerned w1th "human
resources .development .and - the  hiiman dlmen51on of

structural adjustment

All UN Agencies and Organizations




6. President of ADE

7. Donor Countries and Organizations

€. NGOs and other International, Regional and Sub-regional

Organizations
9. Institutions of higher learning. in_  Africa . and
specialised research and manpower development
. institutions '

VII. PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

Sesgsion Themes

Session I

1. The Human Factor and the Challenge_ of Recovery and
' Development in Africa

Session IT
2. The Human Crisis at . the Country .Level: Country and
Sub-reglonal Initiatives to Sustain the Human Dimension

Inspite of the Economic Crisis

Session III

3. The Human Dimension of Africa‘'s Economic Crisis: The

J'Imgect on the Vulnerable Groups in African Societies




Session IV

4. Structural Adjustment Measures and Macro and Sectoral
Human Dimensions

Session V

5. Long~term Development and Structural Change in Africa:
Manpower Development Requirements and Utilization

Session VI
G. Short-, medium- and long-term support for the Human
Dimension: The Role of International and Regional

OrganizationsP NGOs and The Private Sector

Session VII

7. = Consideration of the draft text of the Khartounm
Statement on the Human Dimension and Africa's Economic
Recovery and Development '

Session VIII

8. Adoption of the Khartoum Statement

9. Closure of the Meeting




