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' Mr Chairman, _
.. Distinguished Colleagues,
Ladies ‘and Gentlemen,

_ _ It glves me great pleasure to- welcome you to the Headquarters;
'f'of the United Nations Economic -Commission for Africa (UNECA), to
d;partlclpate in this 1mportant meeting tc review the draft "african
‘Inventory_and Comprehensive:ObServation of Vegetation/Land‘Cover”
- and Environmental Resources - AFRICOVER PROJECT". As the documents

 Jindicate, thlS project is 1ntended to produce a vegetatlon cover

Ht;map and related geographlc database and to upgrade methodologles.

ffor natlonal and subreglonal capac1t1es for mapplng and monltorlng

”‘;vegetatlon and landcover changes in Africa.

At the outset I want to laud and commend the cooperatlon that_

.tftex1sts between FAOQ and ECA in the organlzatlon cE thls meetlng The;i

.forganlzatlon of thls' meetlng is only the beglnnlng of much more

'zflnten51ve act1v1t1es that will follow in the 1mplementatlon of -the o

;1,:pr03ect 1tself In this-" partlcular areas of surveylng, mapplng and -

'.remote sensing FAO and ECA have collaborated closely 1n the past in .
" the organlzatlonrof semlnars and workshops the nost recent of h
rWthh was the semlnar on remote sen31ng for de0151on~makers heldo.
in Nairobi in August 1991. FAO and ECA have worked very closely on
" the establlshment of . vemote sensing programmes in Afrlca. ‘It 1s,5
-ftherefore ‘a feellng of great satlsfactlon that this cooperatlon

" has continued -and that it will be strengthened in . the ' joint |
fimplémentation of this:project on AFRICOVER. ' '

' Resources management and the conservatlon of env1ronment for_
'gsustalnable development are two of the current major concerns of;
. the 1nternat10nal communlty Vegetation constltutes an 1nvaluable e

:,ecologlcal resources as the basis for a large varlety of human

/yaact1v1ty, in response to populatlon growth, partloularly where =



L agrlculture and agro pastoral act1v1t1et, constitute the mainstay -

-_"of the economy Its destructlon, therefore, poses a very_Serious7

'h.threat to human surv1val

_ One of - the major problems of monltorlng the exp101tatlon of
“'natural resources in Africa- has. been the near absence_ of a

systematlc resource 1nventory at .the local natlonal subreglonal

,=and reglonal levels. The most 1mportant tools for this purpose are
‘:,_the_ use of remote sensing - technology in the establlshment.-of

" geographic 'databaSes,l specially adapted to land ' resources
-LQdevlopment and mangement.’ ' ' - =

The development and. operatlonallzatlon of satelllte remote

sensing technlques ‘and methodologies in the last two decades have

1mproved the development and management of natural resources, and
cthe monltorlng of the env1ronment on global, reglonal national and

1ocal levels.: Informatlon derlved from ‘these '1mager1es fin

'comblnatlon with data from other sources 1nto databases using a

- geographic 1nformat10n systems‘ has ‘been’ successfully used 1n

‘various. appllcatlon areas such as .mlneral and - ground . water

" resources exploratlon agrlculture ‘land cover 1nventor1es and- 1and
© use studles to name a few. ‘ ' '

For Afrlca, satellite remote sen51ng technology appllcatlons

-,has brought substantlal beneflts in acceleratlng the productlon:'
‘process of new maps and in up-dating the ex1st1ng ones, spec1ally”
'1n the regions where the phy51cal 1nfrastructure is elther pooxr.or .

fnon—ex1stent The mapping concept has over the years been going
through’ evolutlon ~in which emphasis had shifted from topographlc
to thematic maps._Thls demand driven change has come about to the

,-reallzatlon of member countrles for- rellable 1nformat10n - for

'-locatlng thelr natural resources and asse551ng the quantlty and
quallty '




Wlthln this context,. the tlmellne =3 of the venture cannot be.

'_overempha51zed Its tlmellness also falls w1th1n the global context
';of ‘the monltorlng of land resources as. an 1ntegral part of the '
.1mplementatlon of Agenda 21 of the Unlted Natlons Conference on

'Env1ronment and DevelOpment

~The UNECA has developed programmes that Wlll prov1de a ba51s:
for the use of such a data-base as env1saged 1n the prOJect for the

‘Social and economic development of the region, for environmental -

‘.fmanagement food and agrlculture population, sOcial'develOpment

and human settlements act1v1t1es. All these are key programme

ifelements in combatlng desertlflcatlon -UNECA is: well . equ1pped to-;
lprov1de the necessary technical back stopplng and to partlclpate in
_'the 1mplementatlon of the project. :

Capa01ty bulldlng in terms of human resources development is

-a key issue for future development in resource management T on e‘-

Unlted, Natlons Economlc Comm1551on for Africa recognlzlng the
1mportance of mapplng as a base for plannlng and. development‘

=_ass1sted 'its Member states in the establlshment of subreglonal

1nst1tutlons or _centres with the_ task -of human resources

idevelopment in the flelds of mapplng,'surveylng, remote sens1ng and’
rother related. areas’ of resources survey. In connectlon w1th thls,

I note w1th:appre01atlon.the substantlve role of partlc;patlon that

" has been 'earmarked' for the exiSting’ subregional and national
_g_1nst1tut10ns which is an 1mportant factor for the sustalnablllty of
- the project. ' '

Partlclpatlon in ‘the prOject should be an 1ntegrated act1v1ty_’

“of relevant EOA—sponsored 1nst1tutlons uch as the Reglonal Centre
. for Servlces in Surveylng, Mapplng and Remote Sen51ng (RCSSMRS)} |
- The Regipnal Centre for Tralnlng in Aerospace Surveys (RECTAS), the =
E Afrlcan centre of Msteorologlcal Appllcatlons for- Development etc.'
VIt should assist them in capac1ty bulldlng, and the monltorlng and"

assessment of- ecologlcal degradatlon 1nclud1ng the development of
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related models. This'iﬁ‘why UNECA.ﬂhouLi be the second mejor

executing agency for the project after: FAO. The activities of the.
© ' joint FAO/ECA D1v1slon have gone a long way to-underscore_thls.'

In conclu51on I w1sh‘ to express my appre01atlon. to- Mr.l

'.Jacques Diouf, Dlrector General. of FAO. and all his colleagues for

- their untiring efforts in maklng the organlzatlon relevant for
fldevelopment needs ”for Africa. I wish also to express. our
apprec1at10n to the strong and fru1tful co- operatlon which both‘

.31ster organlzatlons have been malntalnlng 1n the pursult of our

\ fcommon objectlves in the reallzatlon of our development efforts in

‘the contlnent I hope that the close collaboratlon ‘that has always

existed between the FAC and the UNECA will continue to yleld the *

needed beneflts of programme 1mp1ementatlon to our member States in
Africa,. C '

T thank you for your kiﬁd'atteﬁtion;-




