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Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure for me to welcome you all to the headquar

ters of the Economic Commission for Africa and to the four

teenth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the

Whole (TEPCOW), whose work will set the stage for the twenty-

eighth session of the Commission/nineteenth meeting of the

Conference of Ministers responsible for economic development

and planning which itself will open in this very Hall a week

from today.

I should like, at the outset, to express on behalf of all

of you, on behalf of the UNECA secretariat, and on my own

behalf, my sincere appreciation to His Excellency, Dr. Duri

Transitional Government of Ethiopia for his presence here and

for officiating at this opening session of our meeting. Mr.

Minister, your presence at this meeting is a reaffirmation of

the support that the United Nations and UNECA in particular,

continue to enj oy from the people and th@ Government of

Ethiopia.

This is the first meeting of TEPCGW I am participating in

since assuming the stewardship of the Commission in August

last year. I should like, therefore, to underline the

importance of TEPCOW as a key organ in the intergovernmental

machinery of the Commission and to take this opportunity to

emphasize my commitment to working closely with the members

of the Committee to continue the proud record that it has

established for itself in the generation of ideas and

innovation, and in challenging orthodoxy in defence of

Africa's economic interests and integrity.

Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Delegates

The theme under which the nineteenth meeting of the EGA Con-
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twenty-first Century: Implementation of the Abuja Treaty

Establishing the African Economic Community; and Agenda 21"

responds to two major imperatives of our time - regional

integration, and environmentally sustainable development. The

objectiv@s are interrelated * African countries can only

achieve sustained growth and development through economic

integration that expands their production possibilities and

market opportunities. In doing so, African countries will

exploit and trade in many of their abundant resources. Thus,

the two elements of this year * s theme embody important

components for dealing with our central challenges breaking

the vicious cycle of Africa's economic stagnation, and setting

Africa on the path of rapid and sustained growth and

strategies and international initiatives undertaken in the

past, particularly in the 1980s, were designed to address this

explained in several of UNECA's reports« Many of the issues

This year•s Economic Report underscores the urgency with

which the task of economic development has to be pursued. The

and expectations that Africa might witness

1990s has left much to be desired. UNECA's latest

of December 1992, and a decline from the 1991 performance of

on the other hand, is estimated at 3%, implying a continuing

decline in per capita income.
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fell, as di

billion in 1991 to

;o about 350% of Africa8s

Debt servicing consumed about 24% of export revenues in 199a

Many factors are responsible for this unsatisfactory econ*

The level of Africa's industrialisation remains low as does

countries in Eastern and Southern Africa and to a lesser

implemented in most countries imposed various austerity

infrastructure, while economic; activity virtually came! to

during this

, rehabilitation



The context of Africa's socio-economic development in the
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compelling issue. It is for this reason that a policy

depth analysis of some of the previous plans and strategies)

pose for AfricaBs socio-economic development* It identifi©;
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their application to agriculture, industry and other

Re-defining the role of the state in Africa with a

view to strengthening its capacity to implement

political and economic reforms and safeguard good

governance;

sustainable development of the continent's

agricultural potential to achieve food security and

sufficiency by the middle of the next decade;

Sustainable development of the industrial base based

on increasing the value added to Africa's natural

resources and generating employment;

Upgrading the continental transport, communications,

energy infrastructures - which is a sine qua non

■ r

to Africa's external

cooperation with countries in the developing world.

Mobilisation of the required capital resources to

the objectives in any order of priority;

discussion. There can, in any case, be little doubt as to the

relative importance of each of them to Africa's development.

Implementing th@ strategic objectives of Africa's development

in the 1990s will require political commitment, sacrifice and

conducive international economic environment, as well as

financial resources. Indeed, one of the constant reasons for

the poor implementation of past development strategies in

Africa is the inadequacy and inefficiency of financial

To face this challenge, African countries will need to

increase their efforts to mobilize domestic resources and

boost the efficiency and productivity of their utilization.

It is only by doing that international financial flow can be

further attracted. To assist member States grapple with the



entitled "Strategies for financial resource mobilization for

Africa's development in the 1990s". A major conclusion of the

paper is that Africa's 51 member States will require total

external financial resources in the order of US$950 billion

during the period 1993-2005. This estimate is predicated on

the 6% growth target set in the United Nations New Agenda for

the Development of Africa in the 1990s. TJie task of

mobilizing these resources is a shared one: between Africa's

people and governments, on one hand, and its development

Almost two years have elapsed since the historic signing of

Treaty establishing the African Economic Community,

this period, AfricaBs three major regional

implement the Treaty. However, as the implementation process

gathers momentum, the scope of effort required on the part of

each institution of the Joint Secretariat will increase

for i

institution-wide plan for the implementation of th© Abuja

Treaty establishing the African Economic Community" presented

to this meeting. This report proposes enhanced cooperation

through the rational distribution of responsibilities among

provide guidance ©n this issue so as to ensure that whatever

decisions are made on the matter are fully consistent with the

expressed views of member States.

Closely related to the objectives and goals of the Abuja

Treaty are the implications for the implementation of Agenda

21 and the African Common Position on Environment and

Development. This is the first meeting of TEPCQW since 0NCED

92 in Brazil* It is an excellent opportunity for the

collective review of the implications and follow-up on the Rio



w©ll as the improvement ©f standards of living be attained

a sound environment and in a sustainable manner,, This is

institutions involved in development at all levels within

outside Africa is strongly suggested. Your reeommendati*

honourable delegates, for a plan of action for the i

utilisation of the region's resources, we must simultaneously

in science and technology which are central to economic

transformation. In this connection, you will at this meeting



namely3 Programme for the implementation of tfe© regional
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research and the exploitation of its results in th© fi

mainstream of the socio-economic development process is &

crucial aspect of our development efforts. The sheer number

in our countries^ thsiir potential and actual

in economic activiti@s make it imperative that

all th© policy issues that African countries will hav®

Development in Africa* Thirty years of,experience, ©merging
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specifies the roles that the public, private, and voluntary

sectors as well as regional and international institutions

will be required to play. The strategic Agenda is an

important initiative which member States are called up to

The development of regional infrastructure and the accom

panying industrial development to facilitate regional economic

integration as advocated by the Abuja Treaty is a strategic

objective that has continued to be of concern to the

Commission as witnessed by the call of the eighteenth meeting

of th@ EGA Conference of Ministers for the harmonization of

the implementation of IDDA XI and UNTACDA IX. Distinguished

will; therefore, review proposals for the

before the Conference of African Ministers of Transport and

Communications and are now before you for consideration.

After the significant achievements of the Rio Conference on

are likely to draw keen interest and participation. The

Commission is encouraging African member States to use the

opportunity offered to forg@ a consensus around regional

issues of importance to them and to put them on the global

agenda. In this connection, you will review the Commission's

involvement in the preparations of a number of global

conferences on issues that have significant implications to

Africa's socio-economic development and to which Africa should

participate at the highest level from a common position.

Among such issues is the problem of the continuing

incor.grnonce between the rate of economic growth and pop

ulation increase which lies at the heart of the persistence

of mass poverty and environmental degradation in the region.

This issue was the focus of in-depth analysis at the Third

African Population Conference (APC 3) held at Dakar, Senegal,

in December 1992, and which was convened in preparation for

the International Conference on Population and Development to
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which emanated from that Conference and is proposed for

submission to the International Conference as the African

position on issues before the Conference. The recommendations

of the EGA Conference of Ministers on the Declaration which

focuses on the interrelatedness between demographic issues and

the state of socio-economic development and possible ways of

breaking the cycle of the deterioration of the human

condition, will be forwarded to the OAU Summit of the African

Heads of African state and Government in June 1993 for their

final endorsement before the global meeting. The Committee

will similarly review progress in the preparations of the

World Social Sraimit to be held in 1995 and the Fourth World

Conference on Women to be held in 19*35 0

With regard to the ongoing talks on the liberalisation of

the worId trade through the Uruguay round of the Genera1

possible outcome signals a mixed bag for developing countries

and Africa in particular. While the suggested liberalisation

of trade in textiles and agricultural commodities may be of

for developing countries who are still at infant stage in

these areas. As delegates review the report on the

implications of the current Uruguay Round of Negotiations on

Africa's reservation on these possible outcomes and suggest

alternatives to the suggested provisions of the talks.

As members of the Committee are already aware, an Interna

tional Conference on African Development is scheduled to be

held in Tokyo, Japan in October 1993. This Conference which

has been convened at the initiative of the Government of Japan

is co-sponsored by the United Nations and the Global Coalition

for Africa. Its purpose is to sustain international support

for Africa's development. I believe that from our

deliberations at this meeting a strong message will be sent

to that Conference underlining Africa■s need for debt

reduction, increased official , development assistance and
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access to the markets of industrialized nations on improved

terms and conditions.

Mr Chairman,

in 1992, Ministers were keenly aware of the importance of

UNECft to remain at the forefront of strategic; thinking and

policy innovations with regard to Africa's socio-economic

Subsequently, by resolution 726 (XVII), the Conference had

called for the strengthening of the Commission to face the

challenges of the 1990S. This year, the honourable delegates

will review a progress report on the measures fnat the

secretariat has initiated in response to this resolution

entitled "Restructuring and revitalisation of the United

Nation: Strengthening the Economic Commission for Africa to

specific themes with a view to rationalizing them to minimize

duplication, consolidate resources and encourage participation

at the highest level. The secretariat has prepared a report

entitled "Proposed new structure of the inter-governmental

machinery of the Commission". Similarly, a study by the

secretariat on the strengthening and rationalization of the

EGA-sponsored institutions prepared in response to the same

resolution is before delegates for review and appraisal.

Yet another area in which the secretariat has invested

efforts in an attempt to strengthen its capacity is in the

improvement of the quality of its products including its

as in the professional development of its staff. The existing

mechanism for the preparation of publication programmes,

calendars of eonferences and meetings and the organization of

conferences and meetings is being improved and strengthened.

Efforts will be made in future to build in mechanisms for



in the production and distribution process. Attempts will

also be made to improve the existing information network

for reaching the Commission's constituencies

consideration being to exercise* maximum impact in support of

the efforts of the member States to foster socio-economic

for the 1994-1995 biennium has, in turn, attempted to

s development. Both

the Programme of w

now before you, for review, reflect this new orientation

Mr. Chairman,

resources for the development of member States. I must now

speak to UNECA's resource needs. The regular budget of the

United Nations -the Commission"s principal source of funding-

remains on zero growth basis. On the other hand, the

eactrabudgetary resources which have played a significant

complimentary role in the past is declining rapidly.

establishing new relations with potential donors along th@

support, thus demonstrating to the international community

that in spite of their persistent economic woes, they are

first and foremost committed to the wholesome principle of

self-reliance in addition to the principle of cooperation.



Ministers. It will provide an excellent opportunity for the

Mr. Chairman,

But, if w© can show the resolve and eolleetively rededieat®

A f>& • at

stands ready to play its part in this process of Africa

renewal and collective commitment to progress. It

endeavour in which we must al.1 join hands •


