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Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am honoured "to have been invited to this very important

Conference on the Role of the United Nations in the New World

Order organized by the Group of the Party of European socialists

of the European Parliament. X am delighted to be able to make

a contribution to this meeting specifically on the theme of

enlarging the concept of peace in a post-Cold War world order.

This concept will enable us, inter alia, to see the special

problems of the African region and define new means to tackle

issues raised therein. It is hardly necessary to mention that

in the mid-1990s, we have the possibility to remodel the

international order to reflect the ideals enshrined in the

United Nations Charter which are peace; security, dignity and

increased prosperity for all mankind. To remind ourselves of

these ideals at this stage of the post-Cold war years, is indeed

timely. From an African perspective, the tendency to

marginalize current difficulties in our region is one of the

most negative trends that has accompanied the long and costly

East-West hostilities.

Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

An enlarged concept of peace is based on the simple

proposition that international peace and security can only be

consolidated in the context of economic and social progress in

the various parts of the world. The idea needs to be examined

more critically in the light of the lessons drawn from history

and the present state of affairs in the world. Humanity is

surely the essential unit of global security. If humanity is to

be protected from war, poverty, ignorance, disease, employment,

human rights abuse, etc. then we must translate the objectives

of the world Charter into concrete action. To the extent that

the intensity of deprivation is no where felt more acutely than

in Africa, a renewed vision for dealing with the basic causes is

required, simultaneously, at the national, regional and

international levels. Responding to the inhuman situation in

its complexities not only in Africa, but elsewhere in the world,

remains a fundamental challenge to these times in the new

beginning of history.

The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa has

therefore expressed the view that international development

should be built around the paradigm of human security in the

sense we have just stated. In my preliminary proposals made to

the Secretary General on "An Agenda "for Development11, in

preparation for the 50th anniversary of the United Nations, I

pointed out that the formal principles and guidelines for world



development must recognize the four-way nexus between peace,

security and stability; the environment; equitable social and

economic development; and democratic self-determination and

human rights.

The question then becomes who should engender this process of

peace, and what role the United Nations system should play in

world development for a globally integrated economy? Given the

increasing demands made on the organization each day, will the

United Nations in its current structure, organization and

financial health be able to function and sustain the

constructive role it has been playing and must play if the gains

of ending the Cold War between the superpowers are to be

consolidated and the consequences removed? Finally, how do we

incorporate the globalization of peace as an integral and

important item on the agenda of world development at the dawn of

the 21st century?

From the statements and the extensive debates on the

promotion of collective security arrangements and the

institutional reforms envisaged for improving the work of the

Organization that has been discussed during the past two days,

some answers have been given to the above questions. There is

no doubt that, more than ever before, the UN has an important

role to play, and that at this forum, Africa, together with

other developing countries, should be in a position to exercise

its influence in shaping the new world order.

In his Agenda for Peace, the Secretary-General reminded us

that the world has entered a time of global transition marked by

uniquely contradictory trends. On the one hand, regional and

continental blocks have been created and are evolving new ways

of politico-economic associations and cooperation which are

increasingly minimizing the traditional importance of the notion

of national sovereignty. While global commerce and

technological advances, particularly in communication are

blurring national boundaries and creating a global village, the

impact of multinational cooperation in many developing

countries, especially in Africa, is at the base of massive de-

capitalization and technological retardation, often with

dramatic consequences. The end of the Cold War and the

unprecedented movement towards democracy in many parts of the

world are ushering in, at the same time, fierce assertions of

hypernationalistic, authoritarian and military inclinations

which are producing brutal ethnic, religious, social, cultural

and linguistic conflicts. ...This is a particularly well-known

scenario. Increasingly, in many parts of the developing world



.-^n' '^

3

authority of the nation-State. This is not to suggest that the
nation-state will disappear in our regionr but —■'-—■ —

tensions as ethnic groups attempt to redraw the lines of

x«- ——,— that are currently taking place in the last
decade of the century suggest-that the globalization «»**»»•
economic and social order has nothing to do with the situation
which existed before ana after the Second World war. at the

was created and dominated by the ideological rifts and conflicts

institutions were dominated by the rich industrialized countries

of the West. The institutions that wtf*» motivated by security

concerns between the superpowers and their allies, were for the
most part, dominated by these industrialized countries.

Examples include the IMF, the World Bank, GATE, NATO, the
European Union, etc- which are strengthened by OECD and the

With the end of the Cold War, the primacy of economic over

security issues is producing a non-negligible impact on the

content of the new world economic and social order. The process

of the globalization of the world economy is accompanied by a

fiercer competition for markets and investment opportunities

structure of the world economy is changing rapidly to the

benefit of developing countries. According to a recent report
of The Economist, five of the world-s twelvelargest economies

and Mexico have GDPs higher than that of Canada, currently the

7th member of the Group of Seven. Many countries are joining

boast of an annual average growth rat® of 6 per cent as compared
to the l to 2 per cent for industrial countries, for how long

must they wait before they have a dominant hand, out of 6^7 and
OECD, to make decisions relating to policies, structures.



institutions and administration of the global economy and to the

system o£ international relations? I feel that this issue is

the world over to create and strengthen economic regional blocks

such as the European Union (EU), the north America Free Trade

Area (NAFTA) and the Asian-Pacific Economic Cooperation Group.

poor countries, especially those of Africa. A common

feature of such blocks is that they are becoming increasingly

restrictive and exclusionary. This does not augur well for

Africa. For this reason, African Heads of state and Government

decided to work towards the establishment of a pan-African

In this rapidly changing world, Africa is being marginalised

because it is no longer as strategically important to the

superpowers as it used to be after the Cold War. It is also

becoaling less important as a result of its tanderdevelopment and

widespread insecurity. The competition led, for instance, the

to Eastern _ Europe, Asia and the Pacific Rim

countries. This development is having a negative impact on

investments, development-oriented cooperation and trade in

Africa. Why is Africa, which controls at least 2 per cent of

trade, not actively participating in the boom now taking place

in other developing economies? What does this mean for the

global economy and the new international economic and social

infrastructural capacities, weak institutions and unstable

governments. The increasingly significant size of the African

service« The constant fall in commodity prices, the continuous

deterioration in the terms of trade, monetary manipulation, the

considerable reduction in development assistance flows (30 per

from 622 to 1,200 million by 2015), are some of the facts of the



With regard to the Uruguay Round Agreement, ambitious though

negotiations may have seemed, at best they left many issues that

are of importance to African and world economies unresolved. As

pointed out in a recent press release of the Commission, the

Agreement will hopefully really open up world markets, curb the

current world recession and revitalise the global economy.

that the effects of the Uruguay

developing countries, including

, I believe, results from a basic

terms "globalization11 and "mutual

shows that the structure and nature

been correctly defined within the

In attempting to open up access

system, these arrangements entail

is not yet prepared. Thus, the

in a number of trade agreements,

, between the European Union and

Pacific Group, are now being

other regions of the world.

It is

Round Agreement will

those in Africa. This

confusion about what

interdependence11 mean,

of interdependence have

strategic global

to a globally oriented

preferences conceded to

for example the Lome

the African, Caribbean

In another vein, it is sot only what Africa produces that is

important, but also recognizing that Africans in general have

inherited from the colonial past a consumer rather than a

producer mentality and are not seeing regional and international

trade issues sufficiently in terms of competitiveness. In a

global market characterised by keen competition, Africa will be

the loser as the continent's trad® is carried out mostly on a

"sellers market" for imports and a "buyers1 market" for exports.

In other words/ Africa's terms of trade are likely to worsen

further unless the Uruguay Round Arrangements are coupled with

enhanced resource flows to the continent, centered on adequate

programmes and measures negotiated among Africans and between

Africa and its partners, especially the European Union.

Mr, Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

observers already see

performance developing countries taking the lead in global

economic growth in the new century, including the Asian tigers

or the newly industrialized countries (NXCs), China and the

countries of Latin America, Africa will, in the short-term,

remain the major development challenge in the world. What must

Africa do to restrain its socio-economic decline? In its 35

years of existence, the Commission, as a regional arm of the

United Nations system, has made a significant contribution to

the development of



especially in the definition

action that would accelerate

of emerging developing

partner in the functioning

next century.

and realization of priorities for

's graduation into the ranks

its participation as a full

the global economic system of the

must update its plans of action in cooperation with its

partners, including the private sector, in carrying out

is my fervent hope

signed in

plans of action have been

in the last fifteen

the results expected. It

of the Abuja Treaty

effect, will inject new

A consensus is now taking shape within the family of the

United Nations on a new paradigm for global development.

Development has to be sustainable, respectful of the environment

Recently, the First Meeting of the Conference of African

Ministers Responsible for Human Development was held in Addis

Conference addressed issues related to human-

African Common Position on Human and Social Development which is

an important item on the agenda of the 3.995 World Social Summit.

At this Si

through sustained i

means of

The theme of the

Ministers in April 1994

for Accelerated Growth

Meeting of the Conference of

Critical Capacities in Africa

Sustainable Development", will allow

capacities for socio-econosaie policy analysis and

entrepreneurial capacities in the private sector and in

critical capacities needed to boost the mobilisation of

domestic and ©sternal financial resources and their

efficient allocation through effective public revenue



management and rational structures for financial

intermediation;

Africa's physical infrastructure1 capacities;

capacities in support of food security and self-

sufficiency; and

capacities to diversify African economies through basxc

production processing and development of services.

Mr. chairman/

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me conclude by reiterating that peace and security cannot

be disassociated from socio-economic development. Despite the

known difficulties, the United Nations family, over the past
decade, has been working for a type of development which serves

the people and focuses on the human being. African governments

and peoples must commit themselves to a pact for human

development and put an end to insecurity and conflict with the
cooperation of the United Nations and the OAU mechanism for
conflict prevention, management and resolution and should use

their resources for these purposes. Globalization of the ideal
of peace means adoption of indispensable measures for recovery

and for African integration into the socio-economic order in

gestation. It also entails major policy shifts, specific

commitments and redirection of resources to human development by
Africa«s development partners, including international

development agencies, bilateral donors and NGOs.

The United Nations Organization, in accordance with the

Charter which gives it the foremost role in the maintenance of
international peace and security, should always seek to foster

friendly relations among nations and harmonized sustainable

development. A world based on democratic values and equitable

interdependence would thus be able to contribute effectively to

the revitalization and development of Africa, without which

peace, security and stability cannot be guaranteed to the

international community.

I thank you for your kind attention.


