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- The Kecessity for establishing a Csntrallzed
Statistical and Economic Analy31s InfOrmatlon
Serv1ce for Affloa

' Introduotlon

1. Tha adoptlcn by almost all the African countries of economic plannlng
teohnlques is unguestionably a step in the right direction in running their-
counhtries.  -Nevertheless, plannlng from the technical ‘point of view;-has 1ts
congtraints; its effectiveness is subject t0 & generous supply of" exaot
staetistics’ from national and 1nternat10na1 sources. . -

2. It is clear, that the greater the- amount of statistiecal data available
to planners, and the higher its quality, the more refined their forecasting
technlques will be, with the result that the unoertalnty affecting their

- - economies and their societies. Wlll be reduoed. The same- is . true for the

1nternatlonal bodles, themselves large consumers of statlstloal matsrlal.

3. Afrloan countries have made cons1derable progress durlng the last ten.
years in collecting and distributing natlonal statistics. The great deal of
information in the bhands of the ECA is proof of this. Nevertheless, the supply
of statistics still meets only part of domestic and foreign needs, for the
demand for statistical material while increasing each year is also becoming
nore varied. Thus, for example, just. when the African countries were .on. the
point of meetlng the requlrements and” standards of the System oFf Naélonal B
Accounts, a new system, the former one reviged, was publlshed rscommendlng

a more detailed breakdown of the general data, in this way, making the
publlcatlon of additicnal statistical data necessary.

de In addltlon, the ede1not10n and evaluatloa of the obgectlves and .
policies contained in the Internatlonal Strategy for Development {tnited :
Vations. Second Development Decade) are going to .increase the need for statistics,

and qualltatlve data for nonaquantlflable sectors. The evaluatlon -of, -the

objectives algo contained in Africa's strategy for Development during the.

1970s will- necessitate among other things, additional 1nformatlon, concerning
the transformation and modernization of Af.ican Tural. areas, as well as the
activities of "forelgn enclaves. - The needs. of national planners Wlll be
greater, ag statlstlolans in their respectlve countries are aware, The same
can be said of the needs of multlnatlonal Eroups. .

T The African countries undertook, at the tlme of the First Conference of
Ministers held at Tunis, to take imuediate steps t0- increase the supply and
hasten the publloatlon of the necessary data.. Proposals concerning thlo shall
be wade in this papér, for it should not be forgotten that the value of

‘gtatistical data depends not only on thelr oontent but dlSO on ths rapidity

of their publication; a problem stems from this, that of the. publication
of the provisional estimates of certain aggregates by the countries.
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In addltlon, how are overlapplng and-duplication to be avolded in the case _

- of requests from international bodles?' Further stlll, some countries of the -
region,. and in partlcular those with fewer resources, are not in a position ’
to meet this high demand; special criteria should be laid down, and speclal _ :
asglsgiance prov1ded in thls field for them. - L o .

The discussion.of the problems cutlined above will lead to- the study :
of the establlshment within the BECA secretariat of a Centralized. Statlstlcal
and Bconomic Analysis. Information Service for Africa, to mest the needs of the
countries of the region and those of the International bodies, as qulckly and
a8 efflclently as 90531ble. ‘ S . : _ . #

s

The present paper is d1v1ded into. three sections:

I. The needs of African planners and 1nternat10na1 bodies in terms of

- statistical and_economlc information. In crder to avoid.going into

" too much deteil in this se¢tion, menticn will only be made of the
conclusions.of-the mostlrécent meetings which dealt with this matter.

E

. I1I.. The 81tuatlon of statlstlcs in Af 1ca “and thelr dlstrlbutlon.

—III.V-The estab11 hment of a Beglonal D1v1510n for Statlstlcs and
- Economic Analy51s. : :

e The needs of African Planners and 1nternat10na1 bodles in terms of
Statlstlcal and eGOnomlo 1nformat10n

1. A Semlnar on Data.requlred for-Progections was held in Novembar in
Addis Ababa for African planners and statisticians. The conglusions of the
seminar appear in report I‘/C‘N 14/ERS/18. Of special importance 1s the order
of pricrity which was adopted for the establishment of statistical ser1955
taking into account chapter IX of the United Nations System of Wational
Accounts, (Rev1sed) and the proposals which appear in the document prepared -
by the secretariat of the ECA, E/ON.14/HRS/16 entitled "Further Notes on
Data Reuired for Plamning and Projections". Bumphasis was placed on the _
nece551ty for planners to have at their disposal statistical information on:
income "distribution  and the final. product of - the public services, statlsﬁlcs
_ Whlch are lacklng in the deOrlty of the countrles in’ the region. "

The order of priority for.the establlshment of the tables, adoPted Fa
by the semlnar are given in brlef below.. : "

Prlorlty 1 - Con5111dated accounts for the natlon, 1.e..:_
Production accounts (domestic product):

Consumption accounts (inoomé and expenditure )

Accumulation acecounts (capital finance)

External accounts (balance of payments)
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Tae report of the seminar reférred to 1ndlcates the sources of data -
which would facilitate the preparatlon of these accounts. '

Priority 11 ~ Tables 4y 6 ahd 7'o'f the Si4,, :

- %ALFlnal consumption expendlture of the Government accordlng o
"~ cost-compogition ‘and purpose;
© = Final consumption expenditure of households by type of
“expenditure and by objeot
— The compesition of gross capital formation.

Priorities IIXI and IV - concern information not urgently required
by developing countries, such as elements of. capital finance or household
capital tables or other data the compilation of which is partlculariy
difficult, as for example, thoee concernlng input—ﬂhipuf tables:

Meeting priorities I end IT would alreedy'be a feat for the countries
of thse region. WNevertheless, as can be seen, the seminar aad the SNA'nere
more concerned with accounts which for the moment ignore the sociological
aspect. = An "Integrated System of Demographic, Manpower and Socizl Statistics"
is being prepareds; its adoption will represent a marked advance in the
evaluation of social factors. Unitil then, these factors must be treated
qualltatlvely, for on thHeir analysis will be based any evaluetlon of the -
succass of the Internatlonal Strategy for DeveloPment

s The needs of the interrational bodies for dlverse etatlstlcal 1nfurmat10n
to evaluate vrogress in the Internatlonel Development Strategy appear in the
publications of the Hconomic and Social Councili In document E/AC. 54/1 37
‘of 22 Septeaber 1970 reference is made %o global appraisal, and in
document E/5040 of 28 May 1971 the preparation of more detailed information
is dealt with. In addltlon, standard statistics on production, 1nvestment,
foreign nrade,‘etc.. employment trends, the standard of liviag, income-
distribution, and structure transformation are requested. In all, forty
indicators are requested of the developing countries. Annexed to this
doaument is the prov151onal llet of these indicators is to be found.

3 Attention ehould be drawn to this list which is rather long and only
nakes marginal reference to rursl matters only two indicators are requested
in this respéect : No. 35 (Reform of land tenure);‘and’No; 36 (Improvement

in Agrlculture) And yet, the importance of rural areas in the African
economies' is one their major characteristics. Special attention is glven

tc the transformation and modernization of agrlculture, in Africa's Strategy
for Development in the 1970s, which was adopted by the African countrles at
‘the Conference of Ministers held at Tunis in Pebruary 1971.

RN AT LY
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In order to measure the degres of the transformation achieved in rural
areas and. the reduction of the duality of African economies, the ECA
secretariat will need statlstlcal information of this kind.

The content of the three precedlng paragraphs show clearly that the
demand. for statistical material stems from many sources and is etill
increasing consmderably, thus extendlng to many sectors (horlzontal 1ncrease),
requiring more detailed 1nformat10n for’ eaoh of the sectors (vartloal increase ).

What is the presenf state of African stat;stlcs in the face of thls
enormous demand? ' o '

S II. Statistics in Afrioéfand their distribution'

Ir rellance can be placed on the statlstlcs aVallable at the ECA
gsecretariat, -it can be said that the countries of the region have made
unquestionable progress in the preparation -of statistice during the last
decade. However, this progresg has been very igregular. For example, there
has been a definite reduction in ‘the number agricultural surveys since the
period 1956 — 1965; at the very time when these surveys are aneeded for
domestic or foreign use. The flnanolal burden of these surveys is certainly
highs it may, nevertheless, be reduced by improving the preparation of
administrative statistics, by shortening the periods over which the surveys
are carried out, and by reducing the frequency of the vieits to centres.

The same applies to data on income distribution which requires numerous

visits to households, and to the yvarious sectors of production. It can_also'

be seen that although data on public services resources are relatlvely

satisfacfory, those for the value of production of those services are

practivally inexistent, malnly due tu the lack of a proper tool of measurement.
l The follow1ng table Wlll glve an ldea of the ‘statistics. avallable for

the reglon. It represents, out of a total of 45 countrles in the region,

- the number of countries for which the secretariat has received at the
beglnnlng of 1971 at. 1east partlal figures concerning results in the
principal areas in 1969.

Number of countrles o

Wational accounts . i1
Foreign Trade == : o ' ' 38
Production of Electricity - L 34
Production of Minérals | : ' T 23
Agricul tural Productlon o : B 34 \
Manufaoctures . - . - o o 19
Transpoxrt , _ . - . 32
Education : : L o i5

Fublic Health - : ' 2




Public Finance . - . . .
Banking Monetary ang Financial WQuestions
Balance of Payments - . -
Prices (wholesale and retail)
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Number of countries

39
39
- 36

This table serves no other purpose than %0 give an idea of the: '
information available, because it is likely that some countries have
published statistics which were not brought to the attention of the ' -
secretariat when it was prepared. Attention should be given ‘te two pcints,
the lack of statigtical. information published in the region, and the delay
in their publication. At the seéventh Conference of African Statisticians; -

the secretariat submitted a paper concexning this which dealt With these two ER

problems in detail.

- As far as the guantitative inadequacy of the data ig concerned; it can-
 Dbe seen’that it is particularly in the area of 'social statietics that this.
‘shrtage is felt (Public Health, employmenty education). Névertheless, the
same inadequacy exigts for National Accounts and for the Balance of Payments. .
The two graphs which appear in Annex I concern the 0DP, and show that the -

4élay in publication is rather long. ' Such a situation does not ‘facilitate =~
“the preparation;of_regiogal'studies; arid the ‘secretariat is-constantly‘f&rced- :
‘4o meke estimates of the necéssary aggregates, an operation which can - S

sometimes lead to errors. +*t is obvious that the countries themsSelves are-”
in the best position to make such estimates. That is the reason why the '
seoretariat propodes to ask the opinion of the Conference of African
Statisticians on this guestions s questionnaire in this respect appenrs im- -
Annex. III. to the above-mentionsd documemﬁ,E/CN.14/CAS.7/7. The decision
taken by the said conference will Te brought to the attention of the
participants of ths Sékinar oh the harmonization of African Plans. The

question of delay in the publication of information ©
is 3 matter of the orgenizaticn of work rather than a

+0 reduce these delays we propose the following:

an be ‘solved for it
.question of financey

- Taproved co-ordination between the statistical departuents, the

. Planning Depariment and the odther Administrative Departments -

" publishing economic or statistical information, a centralized
 sepvice could b&-established with résponsibility for the publication
~and distribution of documents,. which would programme priorities for-

~ the publications and for the use of the Covernment printery and
mechanographic units in the preparation of long documents - (Wational

plans, annual rep.ris, etc. ).

'~ For ghort or provisional documents, it wduld be-pféferable to

. mimeograph them, and distribute them rapiély.

- TFor monthly or guarterly bulletins, it would also be possible to 1imit

publication of a first issue to recently collected data which could
again be published in mimeograph for; later the entire bulietin could
be published; in this way the re-typing of a document for each

publication could be avoided.
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The distribution of documents would be guicker and more efficient,
if it were ensured by a centralized service. To make them available tofr':
foreign bodies, and to keep costs doWn, the following means could beiuseds'

- The embasgsies accredited to the country, as far as government
. services are. conoerned,

~ The R951dent Representatlve of the UNDP for the Internatlonal
' Organlzatlons.

In order tc reduce the Wlde dlsper31on of sources of dsmand and supply forf
for statistios; the secretariat of the BCA is oontinuing its efforts 1o -
establish a centralized Regional Statistical Social and Economic Information
Service, for providing the data collected, %o meet the demand from national
and 1nternat10nal bodies.

III. The Regional Stamsticai' Service

The utility of such a service can be explalned by the needs of the
member countries to ensure a regular exchange of information, and to
be kept informed of the policy of neighbouring courntries in order to
avoid a waste of resources, and harmful competition. 'It can also be
explained by the needs of the international organizations which would
also be able to obtain from this regional service, regional and national
data which had already been processed and classified according to the
nomenclatures and concepts recommended by the K.

For the moment, thls exchange of 1nformatlon is assured by means
of printed Jdocuments. Feriodic publlcatzons from the Statistics and
Research Division are the follom.ng°

1. Statistical publications:

~ Quarterly Statistical Bulletin for Africa, which replaced the
 Statistical Newslettér from 1969. '

- Statlstlcal Informat;onr(qua:terlyﬂ?ublication)y

- Forelgn Trade. Statlstlos, series AaHDirection,of trade
(querterly). o '

- - Foreién Trade Statistice; series B: Trade by commodity and by
countrys (half-yearly). .
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- Afrlcan Statlstlcal Ycarbook thls publlcatlon covers seven:

- volumes. Natlonal ‘Accounts, Foreign Trade, Agriculture, Industry,

'*_Transport Social Statlstlcs and Flnanclal Statistics and balance
Cof payment p031t10ns..r : : S

2. LGC&-EIO Publlcatlens.‘.
= Plannlng Informatlon3 (quarterly)
";7 A Survey of Economlc Ccndltlons in Afrlca, (annual publlcatlon)
Country summarles of Econcmlc Data9 (annual publlcatlon)

_3‘ In agdition to the perlodlc publlcatlons, gach yearT the Statlstlcs and
Research D1v131on prepares a number of studies which fall within‘its WO K. .
Prograume , the results of whith are discussed duriag the seminars: and
conferences it organlsas. ‘The. 1list of future atudies for the perlod 1972-1976
appears in the aocument E/CN 14/519 "Programme of -work and priorities,
1971—1973 w1th proaectlons to 1976" “Wor the Statistics and Resgearch
DlVlSlOﬂ, “the studies will déesl with the social aspects of development

and with socio=-economic transformations in the region; among the studies
1ncluded in 'the work programme several deal with the analysis of .the structure
of prlvate consumptlon, with' nOn—monetary act1v1tles, the comparison of

_ purcha51ng power, the miethods of integrating social data 1nto plannln

phy31cal plannln pollcles. fonelgn enclaves, etc.,

In order to increase the efflclency of the planned Reglcnal Statlstlcal
Serv1ce, the member countries must specify their needs and uake them known
to the secretariat either directly or during the seminars or conferences.
organizsed ny the ECA. On the other hand, the establishment of such & service,x
would require improvement and changes in the present information circuits -

Jlt would requlré in partlcular the 1mp1ementat10n of the follow1ng EEQSHTQS¢H

‘l)” The establishment w1th1n the Statistios and Besearch DlVlSlOn, of
a unit responsible for the centrallsatlon of statistical or economic-
material received, and reguests received from the various natiohal
or international bodies. This unit would also be responsible for
replying to these requests, and for the distribution and publicaiion
of information and technical studies carried out by the-secretariat.
From this point of view, the contents of the Bulletin could be _
orientated towards the needs expressed by the member countries. The
Bulletin would alsc serve as the medium for widening the distribution
of the studies undertaken by the secretariat, and for publishing
the conclusions arrived at . 1n ‘the conferences or Working Groups
Convened.
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2.

3.

w

.- 220(g) and- 231 (X) adopted at Tunis in February 1971,.the,seprjﬁarga%ﬂ
oould extend as far as is possible services of itS'regional'eﬁperts
These experts.could visit the countries on request, the smaller

- publishgth@mﬁqr.coglq,eﬁen help_iq'reorganizing_their statiéﬁi@éfﬁi:
- gervices,  In addition, these prerts_coul& propose .and gncourage
. technical meetings between neighbouring countries and ?értidipaté“"

To facilitate the work of this unit and to accelerate the preparation
of the studies in the secretariat, the latter should contirue %o
collect from the countries statisties and economic and social
information relating to these fields, and in particular that
information which is not collected by the apecialised agencies of

the UN. In order to.avoid duplication, questionnaires sent

out by the international bodies, arrangements fiade -‘hetween the UN

and its speoia;ised'agencies'Wi%hin.tha‘cbntext'of'thé'Intégpational

Strategy for Development, should be finalised. ‘Taking ihto account
the needs expressed in Africa’s strategy for Development.

As was poiﬂted'out at the beginning of taiswgecfiﬁﬁ;:thb'éi%%ahge
of informstion between the secretariat and other bodieg is at present

f 5 g

effected by publications; this reduces the volume of these exchanges.

The computer used by the secretariat (IBM 360/20) operates only with

oards. Its planned replacement by a computer which can use disks
and tapes would. promocie an iﬁcrease.inrthe speed of exchange, as
well as the volume of data exchanged" "at sight". oo

Within she programme of accelerating the distritution, of statistics .’

by the member-countries and the. implementation of resolutions

countries im particular o help thew to collect the data, to

_ in them, particularly, when -cne of the countries is preparingJ%téLjff

development vlan; meetings of this kind are uSefui_an@_necessdryhftﬁj
for economic co-operation; they would facilitate a co-ordination

cof policy and forecasts between neighbouring countries.

_ For:itélﬁa;ﬁ; the Computing Centre at the‘sécretariata_de?%naingiqn'ifg'ﬂc
workload, could process on request selected information for some of the ’

member countries .(particularly the smaller ones).

4e

“Tﬁejéffiéieﬁcy of the plannéd Hegionél Statisficél'éerviéé‘woﬁld
. depend- above all on. the -documentation whigh it would receive from

the member.countries.  Yet, it often happens that important

. Qdocuments, as for example development plans only Teach the

.secretariat a year or two after their publiéatibn. The region

covers 44 developing countries, end it is no easy task for the

secretariat to keep .in touch with all the latest national

_publications s¢ as to request copies. Co-operation is, therefore,

.necessarymbetWeeq the national.serv1ces'responsible for carrying

. out ‘statistical -and ecpgomic'studies, and the secretariat of the
FEOA if.it is to carry out thelr job properly, which is above all

to satisfy the needs.of the member countries of the regicn.
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