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I. Introduction

The second Conference of African Statisticians will oconvene st Tunis
(Tunisia) on 26 June 1961, in accordance with the programme of work approved
by the Economic Commission for Africa at its third session {Project 04-01 (c)).

This is the follow-on from the first Conference, held at Addis Ababa in
September 1959, the report on which, adopted at the Commission's second session,
(resolution 12(II), stipulated that:

"further sessions of the Conference, and meetings of experts or officials
in sub.regions should be convened, when necessary, to review tralning activities
and to furthsr the development of the Statistical Survey of Africa" para. 64.

The prov131onal agenda to be submitted for the approval of the Conference
is based on the above recommendation. One important task of this second
Gonfqrence'will be to reviewrprcgress in the Statistical Survey‘of africa aﬁd
traininéabtivities. The Conference will also discuss Secretariat activities
and all the working groups and consultations of statisticians held since 1959
and ﬁi}l determine-é.programme of regional activities for the period 1961-63.

It thus appears that this second Conference of African Statigticians
will.play a méjor role in statistieal development policy in the region. This
trend is in keeping with the wishes of the Commission, which in its last annual
report to the Fconomic and Social Council (paragraph 249) "noted with gratitude
the kind invmtatlon of the Government of Tunisia to the Conference of Afrlcan
Statigticlans to hold its next meeting in Tunis and expressed the hope that
that Conference would play as 1mportant a part as that of its Europaan and

Asian Counterparts""'

iI. Arrangements for the Conference

As an organ for discuss1ng and deciding questions of general gtatistical

development policy, the Conference should above all bring together officials
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with responsibilities in the sphere of statistical development. Hence,
logically, invitations are being sent out primarily to the heads of the
statistical services of members and associate members of the Commission.

Numerous consultations in 1960 betiween fhé,Secretariat and these services
.have enable certain.conclusions.to be drawn, whioch are given here merely
for information.

Firstly, the hope has been expressed that' delegations will consist of
two, or at most three, persons — s0 as tolkeep the Conference down to
1m§nageable‘propqrtiona. In view of the importance given on the agenda to
national.accounts and forelgn trade statistics, delegations might usefuliy
contain experte on these subjects alongside the chief of thg gtatistical
gervioe,. _‘ ,

Secondly, it appeared desirabie to éut the length of the Conference down
as guoh as possible — e.g. to ten days, like the first Conference., It would
certainly be difficult te make it much shorter, consideriné_the numbéf of
~ items on the provisional agenda. Again, each of these ltems might, if care is
not shown involve days of discussion, should details of statistical techniques
be gone into. This is;apéa:ently not the view of the statisgtical services
consulted, which consider,thatlfull discusaion of statistical techniqués
ghould be left to worklng groups set up by the Conference to meet in the
intervals between sessiona. The role of the Conference would then be llmited
to . defining the terms of reference of the working groups, following their
progress and discussing their reports before finally recémmending adoption.

One last remarks Many statistical services have requested that
international recommendations on statistics from United Nations organs should
be syetematlcally brought to the notlce of ‘the Confarencs, whlch could play

”a useful part in dissemlnatlng them and, if necessary (on request) , studying
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how they might be implemented in Afrlca. In so d01ng, the Conferenoe would
merely ba conformlng to the practlce 1nst1tuted 1n Barope or Asia under the

auspices of the reg10nal statlstlclans' conferances.

IIT. Reception of delegations

Ehe Tunisian Government has been good enough to offer the Executive
Secretary the necessany facilities for the Conference (premlses, 1nterpretat10n
equlpment etc, ) Moreover, as stated in the letter of invitation, the Chief
of the Tunisian Statlstlcal Serv1ce, Mr. Bahroun, has undertaken tp reserve
rooms for delegates indicating their date of arrival and flight number.
Arrangements will be made for reception at the airport. (Address: Mr. Bahroun,
B.P. 65, Tunis).

IV, Provisionsal égenda

The provisional agendé-contains five sots of items to be submitted for
the approval of the Confernece, which may of course add any other item it
would like to discuss. The five sets of items are as follows ¢
Dellberatlons of the Unlted Nations Teonomic Commission for Afr1ca and
UN Statistical Commission {item 4)3
Progress report, Statistical Survey of Africa (item 5);
Training and recruitment problems (item 6)3
Report on work accomplished at the regional level (item 7);
Programme of work. 1961-63 (item 8),
Some particulars of preparation for discussion on the various items .

are given below.

P Y U
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V. Deliberations of ECA and the UN Statistical Commission {item 4)

This item is subdivided under two headings: (1) proceedings at ECA's
gecond and third sessions (item 4-a) and (2) proceedings at the Statistical

Commission's eleventh session (item 4-b).

Separate reports will be prepared by the Secretarlat under theeo
‘headlngs, the main purpose belng to anprlse the Conference of conclusgions
and reoommendations of interest to it. This questions has been placed first
on thé provisiOnal agenda, in view of the implications of these conclusions

and recommendatlons for the work of the Gonferenue.

VI, Progress raport on the Statistical Survey of Africa (item j)

(a) Statistical problems and progress of individual countrles and their

Egogrammes for statlstlcal development (1tem‘§ea)

The programmes here concerned are those referred to in paragraphs 42 and .

43 of the report on the first Conference:

. .n42, Thg_conference stressed the lmportance of starting the
Sfatistical Sﬁrveyrof Africa by preparing programmes of statistical work
covering the next five years. The statistical offices would need to take the
lead in the preparation of such programmes and emphasis was put on the
necessity of ensuring as much support as possible at the highest levels
of government for this initial phase of the Survey. Some countrieg reported
that their statistical programmes would be incorporated in their overall
development plans. In others, intra-governmental committees would review

the statistiocal requirements and establish programmes.
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_.43. Tt was agreed that such programmesshould indicato not oplyh
objectives with specific references to concepts, defin;tions,_ooverogo.
and frequency, but also the means to be adopted, such as plans for spocific
types of field surveys, with a tentative annual time schedule designed to
show the phasing of the operation over the total pericd. This would enable
statistical offices to arrive at definite plans concerning the personnel
and financial raquirements of their programmes"

Discussion on this particular item of the agenda might begin ‘with a
description by the various delegations of action taken in their countries
to prepare statistical development programmes. |

As has been stressed several times in the ECA Statistical Newsietter, the
Secretariat will do its utmost to distribute documents concerning national’
statistiocal development pfogrammes. At this date communications have been
receivaed from the following countries: Dthiopia, Fedorgtion of_Rbodesia and
Nyassland, Ghana, Morccco, Portugal, Sudan and Chad. Others are announced
from Libya. United Arab Republlc atc.. N B

The follow1ng arrangements are proposed for dlstrlbutlons

Countries which have already prepared a document on their statistical
development programmes and have not sent it to the_Secreta:iat_for
distribution might transmit it as es£1y”as”bbssibie, in ééipliééte;
in one of the working languages (French, Fnglish). The document

will be distributed in the other language as soon as translatlon
fa0111tles in the Seéretariat permit. |
Countries still at a preliminary stage in the preparation of their

programméé mightISend the Secretariat a short note reportihg pfogress.
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Distribution can be guaranteed only for documents reaching the Secretariat

by 15 may 1961 at latest. Documents received after that date will, so far as

possible, be disiributed during the Conference. Lastly, information will be .
supplied later regarding the “type of duplicator available at Tunis, so that
delegationa so wishing ¢an bring stencils of documents for quick distribution

after thelr arrival.

(b) Regional co-—operationfor the StatisticalISurvgy (item 5-b)

The Secretariat wi;l.draft a report on the individual and sub-regional
consultations which have taken p;ace since 1959 and on the various regionél
co—operation projects resulting from these consultations. On the basis of
that report the Conference might usefully discuss the regional co-operation

projeots and give the Secretariat guidance as to action on future programmes.

(c) Technical assistance in the fisld of statistics (item 5~c)

A note will be prepared on this subject by the United Nations Statistical

Office and Technical Assistance Operations Office. Cther institutione may , if
they so desire,'éend the Seoretariat a note (in bofh 1anguages; if possible)

on their technical assistance programmes for Africa in the statistical field.

VII. Tf#inigg_énd recrul tment Q;oblems (item 6)

This item of the_provisiongi agenda is sutdivided under two headiﬁgs:
(1) progressin training activities(item 6~a) and (Z)wthe status of _
statisticiavs in public service and its impact on recruitment (item 6-b}.
The latter item is included at the eXpress request of five statistical
sexvicesr(Ethiopia, Libya, Morogcco, United Arab Republic and Sudan) -

tendered at the Cairo meeting in November 19€0.
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It is suggested. that countiries send the: Secretariat for distribution

a brief report covering mainly the following pointst

(1) range of grades,lwith definititions, distinguishing between
planning and supervisory étaff, usually with university degrees,
and the executive staff. ' .
(ii) a table showing numbers on the budgetary strength and indicating
vacant postayg
(iii) possibly, a table showing estimated budgetary strength, if known;
(iv) recruitment difficulties, including those due to -differences in
statue as between the statistical and other servicesj
(v) efforts made or contemplated to solve training and recruitment

problems, distinguishing between the various grades.

Arrangeménts for the distribution of these reports are the same as

under item 4.(To reach the Secretariat by 15 May 1961).

VITI. Report on work accomplished at the regional level (item 7)

One or more notes will be prepared by the Secretariat under various
hea@inga:‘ o ’ .

ITtem T—ai Jﬂorking groups on the treatment of subsistence trénéaction;

and onithe use of national acoruntsj

Item 7-Db: Studf foﬁr.énd traihing.centre oﬁ population census techni-uen;

Item T-c: ECA programmeof"éxtérhélwtféde:statistics;

Item 7~ds BCA statistical publications and Statistical Newsletter,

The two reports on national accounts by the working groups mentioned
under item 7-2a were given limited distribution to delegates to the Commissicn'e
third session, and further copies will be sent to governments in the region dis-

cussion at the Conference of African Statisticians. These documents are as

follows:
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B/CN.14/60 — B/CN.14/NAC/3: Report of the Working Group on the

Treatment of Non-monetary (Subsistence)

_Transactions within the Framework of Nationa-

Accountsg

E/CN.14/84 - E/CH.14/NAG/45 Report of the Working Group on the Uses of
National iccounts in Africa. ‘

Regarding item 7-0, it may be useful at this stage to quote the
following recommendation made at the Commission's third gession, on which
action by the Secretariat is based: b

"Iy view of the importance of the subject of international and intra-
African trade, the Commission urged that the attention of the second
Conference of African Statisticians and of the statistical offices of all
African countries should be directed to improving the standards of .
comparability of African trade statistics and organizinngn imgrqved.servien
of trade statistics to the Secretariat". |

In that cdnnexioﬁ;”thé”sébfetariat's work would be greéfly fééilita{d:

if governments could send it, preferably before the Conferences

(i) a copy of the geographical code used in the foreign irade statistica;
and o ' ' o '

(11) a copy of the natlonal Customs nomenclature.

IX. Programme of work for 1961-63 (1tem 8)

Various conclusions regarding a programme of future work will be &rawn

by the Conference in the course of its discussions on the different items of
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the agenda. It is suggested that these conclusgions be rapidly reviewed at the
end of the session, s¢ as to provide a general picture of the programme. The

Secretariat will prepare suggestions for the Conference under the following

three headings:

(a) working groups of experts;

(b) regional co-operation for the Statistical Survey of Africas

(¢) other activities.

N.B. Communications from governments to the ECA Secretariat regarding the
Conference of African Statisticians should be sent by air mail to the

fellowing addresss
The Executive Secretary,

(for the attention of the Chief Statistician),
Economic Commission for Africa,
P.0. Box 3001,
Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.






