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MATTWRS ARISING FROM THT1 FIRST MﬂTTING
OF TH“ CONFmRENCE OF MINISTuRS

71:1. Follow1ng the flrst meetlng of the Conference of Nlnleters held a%§“w
,Tunls, Tunlela, from B to 13 February 1971, this document has been drawn R
. up.to facllltate the: study by the Exeout1ve Commlttee of - the necesgary _
d:actlon to 1mp1ement the reeolutlone and deelslone taken by the Conference. ey

_ "2 Aetlon to be taken by metber States or the Uhlted Yatlons is llsted ,:,i“
5'{_;under the maln de0131one of the Conference,_ Te e AT wie DT CoE

:fgtTReglonal structures w1th1n the Uhlted Natlone svstem"

e i In resolutlon 217(X) the Conference of Mlnlsterq requested member -

‘States which- nad not sent ‘in- thelr repllee to” the: Seoretary—-—General' '
'_,questlennalre “to tranemlt them to the Jmecutlve Secretary not 1ater than
;u30 Aprll 1971._; . . s . R . ik IR

:4. VIt further requested the Exeoutlve Secretary to render euoh adv1sory

5*eerv1ces t0 ‘member States ae mlght be requested by-any of them 1n oonnex1on o
_Wlth the queetlonnalre. - RN : s R o
. : f T B KNS .. [ . i’ P ot !;‘:;‘

',5.; Tt urged the ﬁxecutlve Secretary to prepare, Wlth the,-elp of the

"f,iExecutlve Commityee, a; report on the reglonal etructuree, in:the 1light of

- .the- v1ewe and recommendations - submitted by 1nd1v1dua1 member Statee, and

- 1o transmit. the repo‘t'together Wlth the: replles of Governments to- the :

N SecretaryaGeneral. e : . o

SRS
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Africa'’s stratsay For dCVulopment 1n the 19708

Executive Secretary to initiate consultations with regional bodies and
other United ¥ations organizations with & view 1o establlsb:ng machlnery
for evaluaulng progress st the reglonal level. :

--Economlc reeearch angd plaanlng

T The Conference of hlnlstelsE in resoiut:on QEO(X), urged all member

States to improve their practices in presenting eocondmic Gata and in’

_preparlng_and mod;fylng @evelopmenu plans.

.8+ It requestéd the Fxscutive secretary to continue to render all possible

assistance to member States in the fields of . planning and economic SUrveys,
especlally in training econonlc planner economic analysts, etc..

9, It further_requested the'EKecutive.Secretary to continue %o improve

the content of the annual conomic Survey of the regior and to prépare

Summaries of Data for uhe individual countries of Africa on an annual
'bas1s. : . : e o .

rEconomlc co—operaslon

6. In- resolutlon 221(X) the Confe ence of Mlnleters urged the Executlve,
Secretary to pursue’ vi gorousJJ and 1nueﬁg1{y the new pollcy of decentrallza-
tion of the activities of the Comnleelonn

"‘11: It 1nv1ted the United Natlons and its agencles to Drov1de the

Commission's secretariat-with adequate resources o ehable it to achHieve
a greater degree of ~decentraligzation and to create an ddequate number of _
Multingtional Iﬂter—Dlzzzplwnary Deveiﬁpment Advnsory Teama, including =
counter part oc¢1rers from the oountrles cono erned, ‘

,iéi“'lt r quested tne Tkecutlwe UEﬁTeTaly'JO cortlnue to. strengthen the

secretariat's relations with the 1nt¢r—governmnnual organlzatlons Tor
economic co-operziion, and more particularly to assis® them' to idéntify
their best oppertunities for, economic co—nperaulonn'and to strengthen

-thelr 1nst1tut10na¢ machﬁnevy LOT that purpose, Z;

Thir& session of the United Naﬁione Conference'dﬂ Tfade aﬁdiDevelopmént

13 In resolution 222(X;9 the Conferencs of Mlnlstero endorsed the'
‘recommendation of the’ Flfth ECA/OAU IoLnu Meati ing on Lrade and Development

that & mlnlcterlal meeulng of ATridan countrlee bhOUld be convened to
discuss ‘isstes to be placed on the agenda of & m1n15ter137 meeting of the
Group of 77 and at the third session of the United Vations Conference on
Trade and Development. '
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4. It requested. the Exeoatlve Secretary,. in close co-operation’ with the
'Admlnlstratlve SeoretaryaGeneral of the Orgenlzatlon of Afrlcan Unity, to
3551st member States 'to organize. the Afvlcan mlnlsterlal meetlng. :

15.;.. It further requested the eroutlte Secretary to lend all 3551etance
1o member States during the  third gession of the United Netlons Conference
on Trade and Development with & view to oo—ordlnatlng-the pogitions of
_Afrlcan countrlee among themselves and with the other developlng countries.

IntrawAfrloan trade

16 In reeolutlon 222(X3, the Conference of: Mlnlsters requested the
Executlve Secretary to prepare dooumentatlon for the oon51deratlon of
. Afrlean Gevernmente, raying speoaal attentlon tos . .

(a) Identlfloatlon of products eultable for tredlng among Afrmoan
countrles,

'(b).iPmobleme‘erisingiin_trade poliey;

:(c)..Probleme srising in respect of edmihietfetive o
. and . trade: procedures; : :
(d)' Trede“promotion;
;(e).,Payments‘problemej;: P P R ey
(f) The establlshment of a system of preferenoee
among African oounurleea oL

17. It recommended that in cerrylng out progecte wath a v;ew to exyandlng

intra-African- trade the FBxecutive Sscretary should be entltled, in consulta- -

'_tlon with African Governments, to set up Wofklng groups, and convene meet-
ings, 1nclud1ng confidential unofficial bilateral consultations in conaunc—
“tion with meetmngs of the Conference of Ministers. ; :

=Afriea Trade’Centre

218, In resolutlon 222(X), the. Conference of Mlnlsters endoreed the
recommendatlon of the Fifth ECA/OAU Joint Meetlng on Trade and Development

" that:

(a) More resources should be placed at the disposal of the Africa -

- Trade Centre to emable it to expand its ect1v1t1ee, pert1oularly
as regards tralnzng'orlented towards the expansion of 1ntra* B
African trade and 1n the field of adv1eory eerv1cee, -

..'Closer oo—ordlnatlon should be establlehed betWeen the Afrloa
... Trade Centre and the UNCTAD/GATT .International Trade Centre
‘with-a vlew to. av01d1ng duplication; - L - :

P b
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.(o) More empha31s ehould be lald b the Africa. Trade Centre on
y .
Vrproblems of~ Afrlcanlzatlon and the restructurlng of commer01al
sectors in the reglon, ’

(d)“ cfforts should be made by'the Africa Trade Centre to establlsh

an association of Afrlcan trade promotlon orgenlzatlone, such W

as eeeocmatlons of exporters.

'Commodltv trade'

19. In resolution 222(X), the Conference of Mlnlsters recommended thet-

the Executive: Secretary should assist Afrlcan ‘countries in harmonlzlng _

their policy positions with regard to prlmery oommodltlee, and help them

to promote measures at the international level with a view 4o ensuring

remunerative and stable prices and facilitating the access of their primary
- commodities to the markets of developed countrlee.

20. It further reoommended that the Executive Secretary should undertake
a study of the prices of raw materials imported by Afrloan countrlee and
their 1mpect on the eoonomlc development of Afrlca.

2l. It requested the Ixecutive Secretary to'lend all necessary assistance _
" to Africasm countries w1eh1ng to initiate coneultatlone on specific commodl—
tles. ‘ : :

Specisgl meaeures in favour cf the least developed among the developlng :
.countrles ' .

22. In resolution 222(X), the Conference of Ministers reafflrmed Comm1331on &

resolutlon 210(IX) of 14 February 1969 on special measures in favour of the
least developed among the developlng countries and in particular the -~
recommendation that a special United Natlone programme should be eetebllehed
in' favour of such countries.

23. It requested the Executive Secretary to follow olosely the work of,
and give all necessary assistance to, +the African members of the group of
experts of the United Nations Conference en Trade and Development.

24, It further_requested the Executive Secretary to examine'any concrete
measures which might be decided upon in favour of the least . ‘developed among
~the developing countries, and to ensure that such measures were adapted

to the economic development of Afrlcan oountrlee. :

Natural rescurces

- 25, In reeolutlon 223(X), the Conference of M1nleters requested the
Executive Secretarv,was & matier of urgency, to. secure the necessary
financial resources and the requisite staff to enzble the secretariat
to provide assistance to member States for the’ training of personnel,
improvement of administrative machinery, policy formulation and explora—
tion, and the exploltatlon and marketing of thelr mlneral resources.

L RE

ke
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The Human Ehv1ronment

26 I reeolutlon 224(K), ‘the Conference of Mlnlsters recommended that
Governments of member Staree... S :

(e) Take ell necessary meeeuree, with the eselerence of the
- gecretariat of the Unlted Nations Conference on the Human
nnv1ronment, to secure the effectlve partlcloatlon of Afrlcen
- natlone in - that conference, ' : S

:(b)e‘Fncourage all: forms of co—operatlon through the Ccmmieelon s
.- - secrefariat in connexion with .the forthcoming conference, end"
- din partlcular the seminar - to be held -at Addle Ababeg- :

. (e} Immedletely alert publlc opinion in Afrlcan countrlee as to

- thé importance of env1ronmenta1 problems and their 1nter—
.l:krelatlonehlps with problems of development.-‘-" :

:_27 It requested the Executlve Secretery o keen Afrlcan Governments
- 1nformed of preparations for the Unlred Nations Conferenceron the Human-

Env1ronment._

-l'Energz.,

28, In reeolutzon 225(X) the Conference of Mlnlstere requested the . -
ercutlve Secretary to convene. as soon as possible, and not later than .
1972, the African conference on the petroleunm industry originally . scheduled

_for 1976, and %o seek the necessary- funds for that purpoee._

'Trens-Afrlcan nghwev [

:é9. In reeolutlon 226(33 the. Conference of. Mlnletere requeeted the

Executive Secretary in agreement with tke Governments of Cameroon, . the

-Central African Republic, the Demccratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Nigeria

and Uganda, to consider the establishment of a committee to study the-

.feaelblllty of the project and the improvements and alterations that would

haveé to be made in existing stretches of the Trans—éfrlcan hlghway and

.the conetruotlcn of eddltlonal 11nk-roade. S _ R O

: 30 . It called upon the Unzted Natlone Development Programme, the Afrlcan
-_Development Bank ‘and: the Internetlonal Bank for: Reconstruction and Develop~—
‘ment to etudy what form of assistance they could provide. for the implementa—

tion of the project.sand t6. consider the possibility of creatlng flowe of

ﬂtrede emong the Ccuntrlee treversed by the hzghway.

_'31. T4 requested the ercutlve Secreuary 16 help in the eetabllehment of

the Trans-African HighWay Commlttee and to take all approprlate steps to

'1nterest 1nveetcre with. a view to mobilizing flnenclal and technical

reeoaroes in 1nduetr1allzed ccuntrlee and to securing the neceeeary inter—
netlonal eeeletencen
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African development fund

32, In resolutlon 227(X), the Conference of Mlnleters recommended that
the Governments of member States should give their full support to the’
Afrlcan Development Bank's efforts. toWards establlshlng an Afrlcan develop—
'ment fund in the near futurea R ‘ e o

33 It 1nv1ted the Presldent of the Afrlcan Development Benk to melntaln
oonsultatlone and collaboration w1th the Commlselon and other international
agencles concerned 1n the proaect. : g ‘

340 It requested the BXeclitive Secretary o melntaln co~operet10n Wlth
and support for the: Afrlcan Development Bark.

Monetery~and frnanclel‘eo—operat;on_

35, .In resolution 228(X), the Conference of Minieters'uréed'member States
to take the opportunity afforded by the meetlngs of . the Association of
African. Central Banke and those of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and' Development, the International Monetary Fund, the Internetlonal ‘Bank

- for Reconstruction and Development and the African Development Bark for
consultations and harmonization of views and positions on 1nternet10nel
‘monetary problems, : :

36. It requested the Hxecutive Secretary, in co-operation with the
Organlzetlon of African Unity, to assist the African delegations and -
'representatlves at meetings of the. organlzatlons concerned9 with & v1ew
-to co—-ordinating thelr poeltlons on various issues.

37. It further requested the Executive Secretary,‘in‘co%operefioﬁ wWith
the OIganlzatlon of African .Unity, to continue to assist other African
organlzatlons to adopt a common stand on issues dlscuesed at the annual
meetings of the International Monetary Fund and .the Internatlonal Bank
for: Reconetruotlon and Developmentoo_‘ -

ECA/FAO‘Joint dgriculture Division

38. In resolution 229(%), the'Conference.of Mlﬁlsrers called on the
 Executive Secretary of. BCA and the. Director-General of F40 to glve ‘high

. priority to the completion of the studies proposed in the . programme of.

‘Work of the ECA/FAO Joint Agriculture Division and to make every poselble
effort to obtain both multlleteral and. bllateral aselstance foxr the L
completlon of such etudlee prior to the dete echeduled. ' e

. 39. It recommended that the i‘?’Xecutlve Secretary, in oolleboratlon Wlth
- the Organlzatlon of Afrlcan Unity should call meotlnge of Government _
repreeentatlvee from the various sub-regions %o discuss the gradual removal
of all barrlers to 1ntre—Afrlcan trade 1n agrloultural commodltles._: o
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Population
40 iIn resolution 230 (X) , the Conference of Ministers invited the =
fxecutive Secretary to speed up the establishment of sub-regional centres
Tor the training of demographers. B :

41, “Tt requested the Fxecutive Secretary, as part of'ﬂhelcommissidﬁ’s
work programme, to carry out a study of'population'levels.and_trends-in

- Telation to.economic and social development.
'42;1{It”fufthér‘requésted-the Executive Secretaryglas pért.of.the.Commis—'f

" sipn*sﬂWQrk”p;Ogr@mme, to.prepare.a‘demographicumaHUal containing concepts
.gndeefinitithfsuitable for AfriQan cduntriES@ﬁ  ' IR

- Statistics L

"43;'ﬂIQJrésoldtionj231(X)g”the'Cbnference offMinistefs,urgéd'Africaﬁ~!” :

- Governments to ‘take all steps necessary for the introduction-of the United

- Nations System of National Accounts and related statistical systems without
delay. . - - | S T | _

_"”44;7 It_requeste&]tﬁe Exequtivé‘Sécretary touarrange-forjcountries.tc"
‘receive the'heceﬁsaryatechnical_assistance_for“applying.internatibnally
‘recommended statistical systems and for identifying and remedying. the

major statistical deficiencies existing at the present time,

45. "It recommended that vaérnmehts should give urgent attention to the:
problem of achieving speedier publiCation_of'statistical,information,
46;‘_It furﬁherCréc0mméﬁded'that Goﬁernmen£579hbuld undertake the prepara—
tion and publication of provisional estimates of key national accounts - .
aggregates at the end of sach year. =~ A

e

The lesst developed-amcng‘the deVeldping cdﬁhtries

47+ In résolution 232(X); the Conference of Ministers requested the = . v

Exeoutive Secretary to work out a detailed programme of ‘action for the .- i
1970s for the Africen member States and to report to the Ministerial Meet—
ing of the African Group of the Group of 17, ‘preparatory to the.third
session of the United Fations Conference on Trade and Development and -to. .

~ the Special International Conferetice of the United Nations Industrial

- Development Organization %o be held in Vienna‘in“June-1971,*as.we11_as',

' famthéiabﬁropriate governing bodies of the_specialized;and;executivef-

- agenciess Lo - N o L

48.'It ¢alled upon the Secretary~General of the United Fations to expedite,

in consultation with ‘the heads of the specializéd and executive agencies, -
thefxegional'ecpnomic'commiésions‘andfothep appropriate bodies, a comprehen—

sive study of the problems of the least ﬂeVeloped]amOhg-thé_developiﬁg

 countries, and to recommend “special measures within the second United -
Nations Development Decada for dealing with such problems, as requested by

General Assembly resolution 2564{XXIV)  of 13 Degember 1969. 1 o

N

r b e
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49,7 It urged the rxecutlve Secretary to transmit the action programme to

the Peonomic and Social Council for epproprlate action. by the governlng
bodles of ‘the spe01allzed and executlve agenolee. : .

Partlclpatlon of Angola, Gulnea,(Bie’eeu:;).j Mozambique and Namiﬁia'in_the
work of the Comm1351on o . o T e

' _50. In’ reeolutlon 233(X) the Conference of Mlnleters requeeted ell Stetee

and international bodies st111 extending flnanclel and military eld to
Portugal and Sonth Afrlca to dlecontlnue such ald 1mmed1ate1y.- '

”“51. It reqaeeted the jxeoutlve Secretary to do everythlng in’ hls power to

assist the liberation movements of African countries under-colonial domiha=-
tion in their preparation for accession to national sovereignty ir the best

possible. conditions, by providing them with the means for tralnlng competent

senior Offlclals._ . L _ M

'52._ It further requeeted the Executlve Secretary to a55001ate the represen—
tatives of such African terrltorles with all ECA multlnatlonal econgmic.

projects.

Venue of the second meetlng of the Conference of Mlnlsters

53 In resolutlon 234(X), the oonference recommended that its socond
meeting be held. at Accra, Ghana, in 1973.

54. 1% requested the Fxecutive Secretary to le the dete of the meetlng,
after due consultation with the Government of the Republic of Ghana end
the Chalrman of the first meeting of the Gonference of Ministers.

Subsidiary bodies

55. On the basis of the Fxecutive Committee's recommendatlons, the
Conference. decided to abolish the Worklng partlee established under resolu—
tion 128(VII) of 22 February 1965, but to retain the Conference of African.
Planners, . the Conference of Afriecan Stetletlclans and the Conference oft
Africdn Demographere. : : . .

56. The Conference further declded that the Technlcal Commlttec of Experts

should be organlzed into eub—commltteee attended by representatlvee of
member- Statee in the various fields, tc enable the Committee to deal effec~
tively with matters requiring its congideration. It further decided that
all reports of the Technidal Committee of Ixperts to the Conference of
Ministers, should be submlt ed through the Txecutive Committee, which
would meet 1n due course - to suhmlt iis vlewe on euoh reporte.-

57.‘ The Conferenoe further declded thet the membershlp of the Executlve

'"Commlttee ehould be increased. from tweive to sixteen, and determlned the

com9051t10n of the Commlttee for the. two—year period 1971-1973.
confirmed the rlght of the ﬂxecutlve Committee to. elect its own- offlcers,'
the only reetrlctlon in. resolutlon '188(IX) .of 10 February 1969 belng that =




~
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the Chairman of the Conference of Ministers should also be Chairman of the

- Zxecutive Committee. It further recommended that whenever possible member

States should be represented by Ministers at meetings of the Brecutive
Committee. ‘ . R ; :

Rules of procedure

56. - Under Beonomic and Social Council resolubion 1393(XLVI) of 3 June 1969,
the Confersnce of Ministers decided to amend the Commission's rules of .
procedure in accordance with the Council's resolution 1296(XLIV3 of 23 May

1968 on. consuliations with non—-governmental organizations.

59.. Acting upon the request of the Fconomic¢ and Social Council at its
1596th meeting, the Conference decided to amend the first sentence of -
rule 38 of the Commission's rules of procedure, to read as follows:
"Summary records of the meetings of the Commission, where required, shall

‘be kept by the secretariat."



