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'INTRODUCTION

-

1. The twelfth session of the Economic Commission for Africa, which was also
the third meeting of the Conference of Ministers, was held in Nairobi from 24

to 28 Februery 1975.

2, A Iulggaccount of the meeting, together with resolutions, work programme,
etc is given in the 1974/75 ECA nnual Report to the Bconomic and Social
Council, E/CN.14/642 . Preliminary consideration was given to the mctivities
of the Commission and its work programme by the fifth meeting of the Technical
Committee of Lxperts which was held at Addis Ababa from 17" to 21 February 1975;
1ts report is contained in document L/CN.14/641. ; '

3. In the present note attention is drawn to matters of direct statistical
concern and a number of other topics of related or general interegt.

DELIBERATICNS OF THE COMMISSION

4. Quostions sxamined by the Conference of Ministers included the represen-
tation of liberation movements and the admission of Guinea-Bissau as a full
mesmber .of ECA, reports of the Executive and Technical Committees, the mid-term
review and. appraisal with respect to the Second United Nations Development
Decade; the establishment of a New Internstichal Sconcmic Order proposed by

the sixth special session of the UN Ceneral Assembly, the ECA programme of work,
staff end administrative questions, and relations of the Commission with other
internatlonal organisations. The Conference adopted 36 Tesolutions which are
listed in Annex I. ‘ S '

Statisticalﬁactivities-

Ba The secr2tariats'! report on-atatistios -is- not. reproduced here because a
more complete and up—to—date -account of activities is presented in a separate
paper. However it is useful to note the comments of the Technical Committee of
Bxperts and the ~elevant section of its report is given below:

Statistics
. . . ~
6. In addition %o the report on statistical activities end the me dium—term
plan for 1976 to 1979, the Committee considersd the report of the sighth session
of the Conforence of African Statisticians (E/CN.14/511) and a draft resolution -
on statistics. : B

Te ‘It was noted that the gemeral structure of the ECA statigtical programme
continued unchanged, its basic components being assistance in developing national
statistical services and provision .of & regional statistical service. Within
that context, the programme had to respond in a flexible manner to changes in
date requiremsnts and to opportunities for the developmént of new projects. It

was therefore in a continuous Process of dsvelopment.

8. Most projects were being implemented on schedule. However, a recent paper
shortage had delayed publications and limitations on travel funds had affected
direct data collection activities. Reduced funds for technical meetings had not
resul ted in programme delays because most of the projects affected had been
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implemented in the form of secretariat studies and roports. The principal

exceptlon to that rule was a 1974 working group on economic information services,
on which no action had been possible. _ '

9. For practical reasons, the Statistios Division had assumed administrative
and technical responsibility for the reglonal component of the African Census
Programme in 1974. As a follow-up to that activity, efforts were being made to
develop a new and more- comprehensive Programme which would assist countries of
the region to obtain continuing supplies of demographic, social and related
economic data.through household surveys. That was necessary in the light of
the unifisd approach tc economic 2nd social development and of the need to
provide better household sector data which ware a major gap in African
statistics. : ’

10, In reply to a question d&s to why ECA could not give more help in an
essential field such as the dsvelopment of agricultural statistics, it was
noted that FAO was the responsible agency whers such statistics were concernsd.
The position was different when it came to industrial statistics and other
subjects which the United Nations Statistical Office and the roglonal economio
commissions dealt with directly. . _— l

1l. _Nevertheless the new household Surveys programme wasfalready helping to
generate an inter-agency approach to statistical development. Detailed dis-—

cussions were in progréss on the incorporation of agricultural, educational,

enployment, health and economic dats into continuing programmes of household

surveys. - .

12. The Committee inguired about follow-up action in respect of requests made
at its third meeting, and it was reported that action had been taken on all
items. However, the secretariat had not been able to issue revised versions of
regional trads publications because further research was necessary and the
upgrading of LCA's computer equipment had been long delayed.

13. In trade stetistics, BCA was working in close co—cperation with the Inter—
national Trade Centre of the United Nations Statistical Office. It was pointed
out that the time of reporting, the two agencies together had received 1973
annual trade figures for only 14 African countries. The secretariat suggested
that that performance could be considerably improved and that countries of the
rogion skould be able to provide final annual data within 6 months of the
completién of each year. :

14. The representative of Algeria made‘a special raquest for trade data in
connection with a forthcoming international conference, and it was agreed that
detalls would be examined in co—operation with the Statistios Division.

15.  Other questions related to the discontinuous programming of work on topics
such aa input-—output tables and price statistics. Such arrangements were L
nacessary in making the best use of limited staff resources, but it was agreed
that price data needed urgent attention in the current world inflationary
situation. In that connection it was noted that two rounds of consumer price
collection had already been implemented in the regional study on purchasing

_Power parities and that new work was required in respect of raw material prices, .
‘eto. For effective atudies in this field, countries of the reglon would need

to supply up~to-date material, and the secretariat should bq prepared to under-
take rather speedy processing.’




0

e e e

E/CN.14/C45.9/6
Page 3

16. The "data bank" operations referred “to in the work programme weTre ~ . :
described as being the continuing procedure by which the ‘secretariat assimilated
information from national and international sources and special inquiries in the
form of accessible records which would be éomputerised -to the extent possible.
Reasonably systematic, comprehensive and integrated arrangements would be a
continuingideveiopmeﬂt operation’ at thq~régioﬁa1 level. Co-

17. The Committes noted that the draft resolution on statistiocs incorporated
proposals made by the Conferences of Afriocan Statisticians and the Conferenoce
of/African Planners. It e;pressed’concern that readily available assiatance
for demographic work had tended to lead to a concentration of national- staff in
demography . at the expense of economic statistics. While appreciating world
problems arising from population pressures, the Committee felt that Africa
needed the»opportunity to establish better balanced statistical programmes. It
therefore -welcomed the proposal relating to the oreation of an integrated fund

for the support of statistical development and recommended the adoption .of the.

draft resolution by the BCA Conference of Ministers.

18. Availability of ECA statistical publications was a matter of special
concern to the Committee, and members reported difficulty in obtaining coples
of ihose documents. The problem was examined in the light of ECA mailing-
arrangements, distribution at country level and the number of copies printed.
The meeting concluded that the number of copies printed was the principal
oonsideration. In reply to a suggestion that the production of additional
copies might be financed on a sales basis, it was pointéd out that African
countries supplied their publications %o BCA and to other countries of the -
region free of charge and that the exchange arrangements already established -
must continue. The Committee therefore strongly recommended that ZCA should
seek additional United Nations funds for its documentation servioce in order to
make the supply of material more consistent with® the demand. -

19. In conelusion, the Committee urged African countries %o give high priofity-
to statistical development. It emphasized that the evaluation of national
progress and the success of projects of all kinds is depended on the availabi-

1ity of data collected in a systematic and standardized manner.

~African Census Programme

20. The Committee's examination of this project was confiped to a short
secretariat report because of the limited time available for discussion. It

was noted that 17 of the 41 ECA member States had parbicipated in the 1970
World population anl Housing Census Programme before special assistance measures
had been established in that field. ' : :

51. -Census field operations had already been completed with assistance from

the programme in eight of the other twenty; four member States.. Two countries
were unlikely to participate,:leaving fourteen with active field work. Q0f -those,
three had national enumerations already in progress OT shortly to be started.
Among thé remaining 11 countries, a possible 6 still ‘bad to overcome significant
organisational problems. D R

22. Those problems had been éonsidered”inmdetail at the fourth meeting of the.
Consultative Group on the African Census Programme in Septemher 1974, and
appropriate follow—up action had been taken, mainly in terms of eastablishing
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effective natlional committments to the censué operations. In case of nged,
short—-fall measures had been considered, but their application had not been

necessary so.far, The alm was to complete all field work by the end of 1976, .

with.demographic analysis continuing over a  longer period.

23. A further consideration noted by the-Committee was assistance to :
countries participating in the 1980 round pépuletion censuses. They were all-
countries with good previous census experience, so their needs would be '
different from those countries currently Teceiving assistance. ¥ 7

24,.. The draft resclution on statistice proposed by the eighth session of the:

Conference -of African Statisticians was supporied by & somewhat similar

recommendation of the fifth session of the Conference of African Planners.
Thess two versions were therefore merged for presentation to the Technical

Commi ttee and Conference of Miniasters. The resolution was adopted after 'dele= ' -

tion of the items dealing with conditions of service of statisticians; it'is -
reproduced in Annex II. ' ' b o

Second United Nations Development Decade, mid-term review and appraisal

25. The Survey of Zconomic and Social Conditions of Africa 1974, Parts_i and ..

II contains a review of the progreés since 1970 of Africa as a region and of
each of the member 3tates of the BCA; it was prosented to the Conference of
Ministers. .The Teview shows that the average GDP growth rate of the ECA region
wes 4.6 per cent a year from 1970 to 1973 or less than the target growth rate
of 6 per .cent a year laid down in tbe International Development Strategy« The
result _for 1974 should be better with a poasible overall- growth rate in the
region of 6 per cent. ' - -

26. There was eriticism from somz delegates to the -Conference of_thé'detail :

given in the country papers prepared at BCA. The major critioism was that’
the:GDP. estimates were unrealistic and either overstated or understated the
growth rate for thelparticular country poncerned- ) P :

New International Eoonomic Order

27. In the economic field the adoption of the resolution on the Declaration
on the Establisbment of a New International Zconomioc Order- at the sixth.

special session of the United Nations General Asgembly in 1974 was probabli
one of thgkmost“significant'developments of a year in which the world family
was seeking to come to'grips with its basic economio problems. Other imporiant
subjacts raised in 1974 were the World Food Problem discussed at the Conference
at FAO in  November 1974 and the World Population Ylan of Action discussed

at Bucharest in August 1974. -

28. The resoluﬁion an fhe new international economic order proclaimed the
determination of . the members of the United Natiors to work urgently for the
establishment of a new economlc order based on equity, sovereign equality,

interdependence, common interest and cooperation among all States, irrespectivq.

of their economic and social systems, which shall correct inequalities and.
redress existing injustices, make it posaible to oliminate. the widsning gap
between developed and. developing countries and ensure steadily accelerating
aconomic - and social development and peace and justioce for present .and future
gonerations. . . - S -

ro
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29. The-programme-of ‘action lists ten-headings-including-assistance in the
exeroise of permanent sovereignty of States over natural resources, fundamental
problems of raw materials and primary commodities as related to trade and
development, the international monetary syatam and finahcing of the dewvelop—
ment of developing countries and a special programme. to, 1nit1ate the difficul-
ties of developing countries most seriously affected by ‘économic erises.

30, Amnex III contains the resolution adopted on ‘this subject by the v T
Conference of Ministers. It will be seen that it has fairly broad impliocations
for statistios and that, in particular, special attention will need to be

given to production, trade, etc in respect of selected commoditles and to the
peasurement of terms of trads. -

MZDIUM-TERM PLAN, 1976 :to 1979

: Btatistical Programme

31. The Statistical programme approved by the Conference of Ministers is aset
out below.

9.540 STATISTICS
A, BROAD ISSUES AND TBCHNIQULS RELATING TO DEVZLOFMENT
H - .
9.541 Develqpment of national and multinational statistical and
: economic information services. .
Origins
Comuission terms of reference, commission resolutlons 18(11),.
146{ VIII) and 231(X) and reports of the Conference of African
A ,Statistioians. .
Project aims
. Development and co—ordination of statistical services in the
African region, including the development of national fleld
survey organisations and the undertaking of censuses and mulii-
purpose sample surveys, to meet the growing needs of administra-
tion, industry, policy formilation and planning for economic
and social development. .
Priority A
Worlk contents )
9.541.01° (a) Assistance to countries and territo ies (1976~1979):

Advisory services in demographlc, soclial and economic
statistics, national accounts, sample surveys (including the
household surveys progremme for Africa), statistical organisation,
date processing, national economic surveys and the development
of economic information services; support to existing national
and reglonal training centres at middle and professional levels
through participation in their training programmes and provision
of advisory services in curriculum development; promotion and
_co—ordination of mutual assistance among-African countries in .
the development of national statistical and-economio-information.

services.
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. 9.541,03

! 9.541.04
9.541.05

9.541.06

| 9.541,07

{ 9.541:08
; 9.541.09

L 9.541.10

\ 9‘541.29

. 9.541.30

9.541.3Y .
9.541.32

9.541.33

94541426

9.541.34

"ﬁ,(b):iStudies' :

- Methodclqgical studies and manuals,

National Accounts,

Preparation of a National Accounts Manual for use in the

. African region (1976)

-.General.Economic Btatistics:

Methods and practices of record keeping (1977);

Methods and practices of - -compiling statistics on tourism
in Africa {1977);

Methods and practices of gompiling external trade statistics
in Africa (1978) = _ _ .

Demographic and social statistics:

"~ Study. on migration statistics (1976)3

' Study on ‘the enumeration of nomadic pcpulations (1976)y ~ -

Study on the methods and problems of African population
consuses and surveys, 1964-1974 (1976); .

5tudy on c¢ivil registration (19?7).

(d) Conferences, meetingsL seminars and e;pert working grouDEf
- (1976-1979) ' ~ 4

The tenth (1977) and eleventh (19?9) sessions of the
Conference of Afrlcan Statiatlclans,

' National Accounts:

Workshop on the revised United Nations System of National-
Accounts (1976);"

Training course in national accounts for Jnglish-spaaking
African professional national- accounting personnel (1976);

Trainlng course in national accounts for French-speaking

*'Afr1can prof9351ona1 naticnal acccunting personnel (1977);

Workshop on fixed capital formation and construction

'statistics (1977),

'.chkshop qp“natiqﬁal acccuntihg at'ccnstant prices {1978);

Workshop on the treatment of the services sector in national
accounts (1979);




9.541.35
9.541.36
9.541.37

9.541.38

9.541. 39

9.541.40
9.541.41
9.541.42
9.541.43
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.General economic statistics:

Working group on transport statistics (1976);
Seminar on distribution statistics (1977);
Seminar on industrial statistics (1978);

Demographic and souial statistics?

Working group on evaluation of the 1970 World Population
and Housing Census Programme in African countries (1976);

Working group ¢n recommendations for the 1980 round of
population and housing censuses in Africa (1977);

Praining Workshop on Household Surveys (1977)
Working group on civil registration (1978);
Working.group cn migration statistics {1979);

Working group on Household Surveys (1979)-

Related programmeé:

9.542

Origint

Project aim:

' Ail doﬁponents of this prbject will be implemented in co-—

operation with ECA member States. The work will be carried out
in collaboration with the United Nations Statistical Office,
OTC, UNESCO, FAO, WHO, UNICLF and other specialized agencies. -
Activities will be cc-ordinated with those of other &CA
secretarint units where appropriate, and non-African Governments
with relevant experience will be invited to participate. For-
the African Household Surveye Programme close collaboration with

_such additional United Nations agencies as the UNDP, UNFPA and

the IBRD and other related bodiés will be needed, in addition

to bilateral agencies and Governments which contribute to the
establishment and/or implementation of the Programme, and
appropriate government officials in the various African countries
responsible for the planning and conduct of their national

househovld surveys programmes.

Development of a rezional statistical and economic information

service

Commission terms of reference, reports if the Conference of
African Statisticians and ‘4he increasing demand for comprehensive
and standardized information on the African region.

To develop a regional framework of statistical information,
supported by detailed studies, to provide a reasonably comprehen-
give account of the African economic and social situation.
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Priority A

Work content:

9.542.02

9.542.03
9.542.94
9.542.05
9.542.07

9.542.10
9.542.11
9.542.12

9.542.13

9.542.14

9.542§15

19.542.16

9.542.17

9.542.18

9.542.19

. use in 1mprov1ng national accounts estimates (1977-1979) 5

(v) Stud1es

Statistical studies:

National Accounts:

Compilation and an~lysis of eéonomic aggregates for all
countries :of the regzion, using secretariat est1mates vwhere

i necessary (annually);

" Purchasing power parities of African cﬁrrencies (1969—761;
Balance of payments of African countries (1976-1979);
Patterns of private consumption expenditure (1976);

Price movements during the period 1960 to 1970 in relation
to similar movements in other regions (1976),

Financing of public sector investments (1976-1977);
Analysis of public sector accounts (1976—1978);

Stntlstlcal relationship hetween economic aggreg,tes for

14

Annly51s of trends in private and public consumption
expenditure, 1960-1975 (1978-1979); CT

-

Compllitlon and analysis of data on dlstr1bution of privnte

: colnsumptlon Pnd income for selected African cou.ntru.es (1977—-1979),

L4 !

" Regional study on international comparison.of prices of .
producers' goods (1977“1979)! ‘ . :

Study on producers' prlcas of prin01pal primary commodities

_for‘Afrlcan countrles (1978-1979) s

Study and an~lysis of 1nput—output tables complled for

zselected African countries (1970- 1979),

Afrlcan data bank on natlonal accounts, balance of paymsnts,
finance, prices {annual);

Compilation.and analysis of data collected from multi-

© purpose household surveys in Africa: - Production, consumption,

saving, prices (1977-1979);




9.542.20
9.542.21

9.542.22

9.542.23

9.542.24
9.542.25

9.542.26
9.542.27

9.542.28

9.542.29
9.542.30

9.542.31

9.542.32

9.542.40
9-542041

l/ Shall include absiracts of important national studies.
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General ~conomic statistics:

Processing and analysis, mainly for other ECA divisions
(annually);

African data bank on primary economic statistics (6.g.
agriculture, trade, industry, transport, etc.) (annual);

Compilation and anrlysis of data collected from multi- .

‘purpose household surveys in Africa; small-scale industries,
transport, etc. (1977-1979);

African industrial censuses undertaken in coﬁnection with
the 1973 World Programme of Industrial Statistics (1976);

Construction statistics (1976);

Production and trade in agricultural commodities in Afrioa

(1977) 3 | ?

Production, imports and exports of manufactures in Africa

(1977)

Structure and evolution of manufacturlng in Africa ]

(1978-1979) s

Import and expcrt trade 1ndlces and terms of trade (1977—
1979);

Temugrannic and social astatistics:

Evaluation of selected social indicators (1977-1978); : E

Development of an African da%a bank of demographic and
social statlstlcs (annual),

Oompilation and analysis of data collected from multi-
purpose houschold surveys in Africa: Demographic and social -
statistics (1977-1979); :

-Study of me thodology ﬁsed iz the conduct of household surveys
in African countries (1976-1979). » :

{o) Collection and dissemination of information:
Statistical Newsletter (periodical);

Statistical and iconomic Informatipn‘Bulletinl/(periodical);
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9.542.42
9.542.43

9.542.44
9.542.45
9.542.46

9.542.47
9.542.48
9'542049

Forcign Trade Statistics for Africa, Series A, Direction
of Trade (periodical);

Foreign Trade Statistics for Africa, Series B, Trade by
Commodity and by Country (half-yearly);

African Beonomic Indicators (annual);
African Statistical Yearbook (annual);

Beconomic Data Summaries for individual African countries
(annual); )

Bibliography of African Statistical Publications (biennial);
African Directory of Statisticians (biennial);

Statistics on children and youth in collaboration with
and through assist=nce from UNICZF.

Related programmes:

9.543

- 9.544

Origin:

Project aim:

The preparation of statistical studies and compilation of regular
regional statistical publications require close contact between
the BCA secretariat, member States and the agencies with

official data-collection responsibilities. Contact between the
ECA secretariat and African countries has recently been con-
siderably improved through visits and mail inquiries, but needs
further development.

AFRICAN CENSUS PROGRAMMEY
BROAD ISSUSS AND TECHNIQUES RELATING 7O DEVELOPMENT

Demographic aspects of economic and social development

Tenth and eleventh sessions of the Commission (Reports

E/4997 and 5253); ECA Technical Committee of Experts (Reports,
E/CN.14/474, 512, 571 and 602); Conference of Afriocan
Demographers (Report, %/CN.14/553); Conference of African
Statisticians (Reports, ®/CN.14/113, 255, 405, 464, 547 and 611);
Consultative Group on the African Census Programme (Reports,
BE/CN.14/POP/59, E/0N.14/596 and i/CN.14/CPH/43).

To assist Govermments of the region in improving their informa-
tion services with regard to population size, growth =ates,
employment, education and other characteristics, and to direct
attention to the interrelationship between population dynamics
and economic and social development.

1/ The present level of regional advisory services of the African Census
Programme will need to be continued at least through 1979, subaeqt to later

developments.




Priority A
Work content:

9.544.01

9.544.02 -
9+544.03

9.544.04

9.544.20 .

9.544.26,

9.544.27
9-544.28
94544.29
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(a) Assistance to countries and territories (1976—1979):

(1) Adv1sory service:in the planning and conduct of
national censuses of populationy.

+(i1) Co-ordination of regional actlvit1es of the African
Census Programme with headquarters objectives and with individual

. country programmes.

(b) Studies:

Study of methodology used for data c¢ollection and
tabulation {1976);

Study and evaluation of special techniques used for the
enumeration of nomadic populations (1976). .

Bvaluation and analysis of collected data (1976, 1977).

(e). Collection and dissemination of information: S
Collection of inform=tion on the planning end conduct of

population censuses in the various countries participating in

the African Census Programme; and dissemination of this informae

tion among technicians through personal contact and by

distribution of the African Census Programme Newsletter.

(d) Conferences, meetings, seminars and expert working groups

(1976,-1977)+

Lonsultiative Group Meeting on the African Census Programde . .
(1976, 1977);

African Census Programmes Experts Meetlng (1976 197?),
Study tours (1976 1977) s

Representation at regional, subregional and country level
meetings on census activities (1976, 1977).

Related programmes:

Close collaboration will be maintairmed with the United Nations

Headquarters - Population Division, Statistical Office, and
Office of Technical Co-operation; with the United Nations Fund
for Population Activities (UNFPA) and other relevant organs of
the United Nations; with the ECA Statistics Division, Population
Programme Centre ond Technical Assistance and Programme Co-
ordination Office; and with appropriate government officials

in the various African countries responsible for the planning

and conduct Of their naticnal census pProgrammes.
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9.545
Origin:

Projeot aim:

Priority A
Work oontent:

9.545.01

 94545.26
9.545.27

Regional training and research

General Assembly resolution”221I(XXI); .Commission terms of
reference; ninth session of the Commission (Report, B/4651,
parz. 522); Sixth Conference of African Statisticians (Report,
B/CN.14/464); Conferonce of African Demographers (Report,
E/CN.14/553)3 'Consultativo‘Group on the African Cenaus Progra-
mme (Reports, E/CN.14/POP/59, B/CN.14/596 and E/CN.14/CPH/43);

Meating of African Census Programme Country Bxperts (Raport,
E/CN.14/CPH/42). _ -

To asasist African Governments in meeting the need for trained -
prersonnel for the planning and conduct of demographic censuses
and sample surveys.

(a) Assistance to countries and‘territdrieén(1976, 1977)s

(1) Training course oh. the Utilization of Census Data for
Development Planning {1976); . : '

(i1} On-site training of local technicians by regional
advisers (1976, 1977). o

(d) Conferences, meetings, seminars anduéxpért working groups

(1976, 1977): .
Meeting.of African Census Programme 3xperts {1976, 1971):
Sub-regional and country level meetings to stimulate thé\‘

application and utilization of census data for economic and’
social development programmes (1976, 1977). :

Related programmes:

Close collaboration will be maintained with the United Nations
Headquarters and relevant United Nations organssy with co-

operating Governments and with the Statistics Division, Porula- :

tion Programme Centre and Human Resources Development Division
of BCA. - .

]

———
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Man—-months requirements: 1976 and 1977

1976 ' © 19717
Code Projisct title Man-months required Man-months reguired.
' P ¢ RA XB GS P ¢ .RA XB TGS

9.541 Development of national o e L
and multinational L : - ,

statistical and econonmic
* information services 36 - 12 36 24 30 -~ 12 18 23

9.542 Development of a re-
© gional statistical and o
economic information )

service - 132 -~ - 4 346 138 - - - 327
9.543 - Africon‘consuS'A o ‘
Programme , ; 12 - 96 - 60 12 -~ T2 ~ A8

‘Total:- 180 — 108 40 420 180 - 84 78408

32. This programme differs in a number of respects from that recommended by
the eighth zession of the Conference of African Statisticians. It has been
modified as requested by the Conference. to incorporate:the African Household .
Surveys Programme. Additional projects have been included in the later years
of the programme period to supplement the previous tentative suggestions. Some
other projects have been modified or added to meet the requirements of the New
International Bconomic Ordér. 'In -addition, more specific provision has been .
made for th: systematic compilation of African data-at ECA Headquarters in the
form of continuing. "data bank" operations.

33. - To -facilitate detailed examination of the progrmmme, the changes are
listed belew with explanatory notes.

Programme modifications made sincé the elghth segsion of the Conference
of Afrlcan Statisticians

Proaeot No.

9.541. 01 ‘Advisory services. The subject coverage has been extsnded to take
into account household’ survey requlrements.

9.541.03 Ivtparaiion of a National Accounts anual for use in the African
Region (1975) Postponed to 1976 .

9.541.04 Methods and practlces of record keeping {1977). Transferred from the
statistical studies section of the programme.
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9.541.05
9.541.06

9.541.10
9.541.36
94541440
9.541.41

9.541.43.

9.542.12 °

9.542.15

9.542.16 .

94542417

9.542.18

Methods and practices of compiling statistics on tourism in Africa
(1977)+ New project to.assist countrigs with Development of their
tourist statistics.

Methods and practices of compiling external trade statistics in

.Africa_(1918).. New project added begause of the growing importance,

of accurate and timely data in this field.

Study.oﬁ civil registration (1977). New project in support of the
1978 working group on. this subject (9.541.41).

Seminar on distribution statistics (1977). New project- to reestabe’
lish 1974 project not realised owing to lack of funds.

Training workshop on household surveys (1977) New project to

replace the working group on demographic and social statistics (1978)._

t

Working group on c¢ivil registration (1978) " New project to assist
countries in devaloping effsct1ve methodology .- C :

Working group on household surveys (1979). New proanct intended
as a follow-up to 9.541.40 and mainly concerned with'reviewing the’

pTogress of the African Household Surveys Progrmmme.

o Vo

Working group on the . prov1sion of 1nformﬂt10n for the- appralsql of .
economic and’ social ‘progress in the region (1976). Deleted-because
of new organisatlonal arrangements in the secretarlat and’ topic
covered by othPr proaects.. " T

Statistical relationshlp between economic 3bgregates for use in
improving national accounts‘estlmates (1977—79) Project title

revised to indlcate purpose more olemrly._

Compilaﬁlon and analysis of data on .distribution of private con-—
sumption and income for selected African countries (1977—79) New
project to anzlyse data obtained from household surveys. K

"Regional study on international comparison of prices of producers'

goods (1977-19). New project to-extend the coverage of 9.542.03 to
orpital goods.

:Study .on producers'.prices of principal primary commodities for : .

African countries (1975-79). New project in.support of growing .
statistical needs in this field, but the data will also be compiled
on a continuing basis. .

Study ‘and analysis of input—ocutput tables compiled for selected
African countries {1978<79). New project to agsist the development
of these tables in the region.

African data bank on national accounts, balance of payments, finance,
prices (annual) Project added to cover regular compllation and
processing activities. ‘

L5




9.542019

9.542.21

9.542.22

9.542.25

9.542.26

9'542- 27

9.542.28
9.542.30
$9.562.31

9.542.32

9'542.49
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Compil~tion and analysis of data collected from multi-purpose house-
hold surveys in Africa: production, consumption, savings prices
(1977-79). ¥ew project to enable regional utilisation of data
availible from the Houschold Surveys Programme.

African data bank on primary economic statistics (e.g. agricul ture,
trade industry, transpert, etc) {annual). Project added to cover
regular compilation and processing activities.

Compilation and analysis of data collected from mul ti-purpose housa-
hold surveys in Africa; small-scale industries, transport, sto
(1977~79). New project to enable regional utilisation of data
avajilable from the Household Surveys Programme.

Production and trade in agricultural commodities in Africa (19?7).
New analytical study to supplement FAO trade and production
publications.

Production, imports and exports of manufactures in Africa (19?7).
New project to support the development of comprehensive data on
manufacture and trade in African products, but statistical compila-
tion will be continuous. ‘

Structure and evolution of manufacturing in Africa (1978-79). FNew
project related to 9.542.26 and intended to study trends in the
development of the manuf~cturing industry in africa.

Import and export trade indices and terms of trade {1977-79).

Project title revised to improve clarity.

Analysis of household budget surveys completed during the last
fifteen years (1978). Project replaced by 9.542.19, 22 and 31.

Development of an African data bank in demographic and social
statistics {annual). Project added to cover regular compilation
and processing activities.

Compilation and analysis of data collected from multi-purpose house-
hold surveys in Africa; demographic and socinl statistics (1977-79).
New project to enable regional utilisation of data available from

the Household Surveys Programme.

Study of methodolo used in the conduct of household surveys in
African countries ?{976—79). New project to support development
of the Household Surveys Programme.

Statistics on children and youth in collaboration with and through
assistance from UNICEF. New ad hoc project anticipated for 1976.

4. The ninth session of the Conference of African Statisticians will make
recommendations on the ECA statistical programme under item 9(b) of its agenda,
In doing this, the foregoing modifications should be taken into account as well
a8 new requirements.




Resolution

No.
253( X11).
254(XI1I).
255( X11).

256(XI1).

257(X11).

'258(Xif).'

259(XII).

260(XTI).

261( XII).
26?(x11).

263( X1I).
264(XI1).
265( X11).
266(X11).
267{ X1I).
268(XII).

269(XII).
270(X1I1I).
271( XI1).

272(XII).
273(XII).
274(X1I).
275(X11)

276(X11).
277(X11).
278(X1I).
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LIST OF THE RESOLUTIONS ADOFTED
BY THE CONFLRENCL OF MINISTERS
AT-IPS THIRD MEETING

Title .

Inclueion of Arabic in the Working languages of the Commission

Amendmen%é to the rules of procedure of the Commission

'Date and place of 'the thirteenth session of the Commission

( fourth meeting of the Conference of Miniters)

'Iﬁﬁleméhtation of the Programme of Action on the Establishment

of a New International Zconomic Order : .

Caﬁacity of the fegiohai”economic commissions for a unified
approach to development :

" Co-operation between the Bconomic Commission for Africa and

the United Nations Development Programme

:iétaff 2nd édmihistfafive questions

Measures for contributing to the application of the Declaration,

the Programme of Action and the resolutions-of the Conference
of Developing Countries on Raw Materials

Mineral Devslopment Centres

Arrangements to promote the development of African countries’
trade, and particularly of direct intra—-African trade

Land-locked African countries
Degertification |

Use of solar energy in African countries
Food situation and pfogramme of action
Investment promotion and industrialization

African Regional Plan for the Application of Science and
Technology to Develcpment

Integration of African women in national development
Unified approach tou development analysis and planning

Review and appraissl of progress in implementing the goals and
objectives of the Second United Na+tiors Development Decade

Statistics

Integrated Programmes on Population
Public administration

African Highway network vplan -

Regulations relating to road freight transport

Air transport

Pan—-African telecommunications ne twork
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Rasolution

O

279( X1I).
280(XI1).
281( XII).-
282(X1I).
283(X11).

284(XI1). -
285(X11).
286( XI1).

287(X11).
288¢XI1).

Telecommunications training

Remote Sensing centre for Africa

- Sattelite broadcasting

Yleetings of the Technieal Committee of Bxpertis

Participation by member States in meetings of the subsidiary
bodies of. the Commission

= Second, Genaral Conference of tha United Natione Industrial

Deve1opment Orgenisation -

Co—operation between the hconomio Commiseion for Afrioa and
the Organisation of African Unity -

. Govarning Council of  the Afrloan Inst1tute for Economic Develop—

ment and Planning )
African Inastitute for Economic Development and Planning :

v oo

- Vota of Thanks to the Government and People of the Republlo
. of Kenya.

L fl

(44
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS
272(XII). Statistics

The Conference of Ministers,

Bearing in mind the importance of statistical information in the planning
of development efforts and in reviewing and appraising the progress of the
Second United Nations Development Decade,

Noting that, although some progress has been made in implementing its
resolution 231(X) of 13 February 1971, important deficiencies in African
statistice 8till exist and there is a continuing need for training statisiiciansj
conducting technical meetings, seminars, workshops, etc. and obtaining technical
assistance for most other statistical activities,

Concerned by the inadequacy of technical assistance in all fields except
demography,

Wolcoming the emphasis which both the eighth session of the Conference of
African Statisticians _l/ and the fifth session of the Conference of African
Planners Jg/ placed on making Governments of the region fully aware of the need
for basic statistical data and of the resources and organizational arrangements
Tequired in producing them,

l. Urges African Govermments, because of the inadequacy of their
statistics:

(a) To ensure that provision for overcoming the major difficulties
is made in their qountry‘s UNDP technical assistance programmes;

(b) To expedite the implementation of the revised United Nations
System of National Accounts (SNA) by directing statistical offices to present
natlonal accounts data according to the revised SNAj

(6) To mount multipurpose household surveys for the collection of
integrated demographic, social and economic data through the establishment of
a field surveys mechanism;

(d) To effect closer. ca~operation between their planning and
gtatistical offices;

2. Recommends

(a) That Governments should endeavour to develop and incorporate in
their development plans balanced and well co—ordinated statistical programmes
suitable for meeting the requirements of economic and social development in their
countries and providing for the collection of current and basic data, the train-
ing of statistical personnel, operational costs for field work;

(b) That the United Nations should create for a period of 10 years a
8ingle integrated fund for statistical development for use by those countries
which have the greatest problems in securing resources to develop their
statistical services. : .

183rd mesting,

_; g;gg ii;géé' 28 February 1975.
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RESOLUTION ADOPTZD. BY THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS

256(XII). Implementation of the Programme of Action on the Bsteblishment
: of a New Internetlonal Bconomic Order

The Confersnce of Ministers

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201(S—VI) and, 3202(5-VI) and
Beonomic =nd Social Council resolutions 1896(LVII) and 1911(LVII) concerning
the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establiehment of a New o
International EBoonomic Order.

“Recalling the declarations and programmee of action edopted by the Fourth
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non~aligned Countries hsld at :
Algiers in September 1973 and by the Conference of Developing Countries on
Raw Materials held at Dakar in Pebruary 1975. '

Convinced of the structural and functional inadequacies which hinder
the formulation, promotion and implementetion of" agricultural ‘and industrial
projects in Africa. : .

Convinoed further that a consistent and integrated development effort

should be made, including concrete projects to develop agriculture to its
greatest potential and to promote industrialization based on local processing

of mineral and agricultural resources.

- Noting that efforts are being made for the organization and financing of
~ similar projects by United Nations agencies in other regions of -the world. - -

- . Awere of the fact that it is basically the responsibility of the African
gountries themselves to overcome their economic and social under-development =~
by mobllizing all their rescurces and potential and exp101ting them for the
benefit of their own peoples.

Recognizigg that foreign aid and technical assistance do not in them-
selves constitute a basis for promoting autonomous growth or diversification.

Reaffirming the full and permanent eovereignty of ell Statee over their'
natural resources and all economic activitjes and recalling that, ih order to
safeguard such resources, States have the right to exercise effective contirol
over them and over their exploitation by means:appropriate to their economic
situation, including the right to nationalize or transfer ownership to their
nationals, this right being an expression of the full and. permanent sovereignty
of States, and that no State may be subjected to economic, political or any
other coercion aimed at preventing the ‘free. and full exercise of this in
alienable r1ght. :

Recoggizing that; sovereignty and control over natural resources require
the existence of .the ‘skills required for prospecting, evaluating and exploiting
those resources and that industrialization implies the processing of natural
Tosources into semi-finished and finished products.

Bearing in mind the functions entrusted to the Economic Commission for
Africa in its terms of reference =and convinced of the need to increass the
Commigsion's cupacity to take action so as to eonable it to meke zn effective
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contribution to the establishment of the mew international economic order.

- Convinced of the nesd to take urgent and particul~rly effsctive measuras

to implement the Programme of Action 23 _s00n as possible. .

1. - BRequests the Bxecutive Secretary, as a matter of priority, to. take
immediate steps to institute action—orientated programmes for the realization
of the following obgectivas. . :

Natural rcsources

(a) The removal of all forms of constraint to the exercise by African
countries of permanent sovereignty over their natural resources;

(b) The promotion of collestive self-relisnce smong African countries in
respect of the rocovery, exploration, development, marketing and distribution
of their natural resources;

: (c) The prov1sion of the necessary technical sssistance to help ‘African
countries in nationalizing' and taking control of their means of production ‘and
exploitation;

(d) The use of the services of African experts to the maximum possible
sxtent' - . ; -

(e) The re-orientation of the progrimme of work of the Commission in the
field of teghnical assistance so that it will be focused on training of personnel,
especially in the industrial field; . e

(£) The promotion of the processing of faw materials in African producar
countries{' ' .

(g) The promotion of direct trade among African countries which are ..,
producers or primary products in their raw and processed formsj}

(h) The establishment and further development of African raw material-
producers' marketing, and transport associations, and the strengthening of their
action with & view to enabling them to adopt a common front and to improve their
bargaining power, .

(1) The setting up of a council for consultation and co-operation among
the various producers' associn tions, for the co-ordination of their mctiv1ties
and for nutual support‘ .

(j) The avclution of a just and equitable rolationship between- the -prices
of raw materials, primary cominodi ties, manufactured and semi-manufactured goods
exported by African countries and the prices of raw materisls, primary commodi-
tles, food, menufactured and semi-manufactured goods.and c=2pital equipment
imported by them, and the establishment of. a link between the prices of exports:
of African countries ‘and the prices of -their imports from developed countries,

»

T s i
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The problem of drought

(k) The formulation and implementation of action progranmes to combat
the problem of drought in affected countries 1n Africa, ir close co—operation
with the Organization of African Unity and international and regional bodies;

Industrialization and transfer of technology

(1) The establiskment >f 2gencies for the promotion of investment and
industrial zones in all African countries, with a view to assisting in, and .
encouraging, the establishment of smzll-scale and medium-scale projects for the
processing of raw materials and encouraging the creation of greater employment
possibilities; ' - R :

(m) The provision of assistance to African countries, at the earliest

possible opportunity, in creating means of communication captable of accelerat—

ing regional integration in Africa;

(h) The‘establishment of'institutions on a national, multinational or

regional basis, as appropriate, designed to mccelerate the economic and soclal
development of the region, and in particular: : -

(i)..centres for the study =nd promotion of industrial and
_ technorogical innovationj ' -

(11) tr#ining and éonsultancy centros for industrial projects,
) prozotion, formulation, evaluation and implementations

(iii) centres to promote the establishment at regional level of
' specific industries of economic imporiance to Africa;

(i~) centros for the promoticn and éstablishmenp'of oliootive oo;”-‘
operation in the fields of industry, sciencs and technology,
transport, shipping, mass communication media, etc.s

(o)‘ The carrying out of studies on certain primary products or groups of
primary products of particular intersest to Africa, with a view to farmulating
strategies which take into account policies and measures applied in relation to
each of these p—oducts at various levels, from raw materials prospacting and
production, through processing, to mwarketing and final distribution;

(p) The presentation to the Governments of mexber States in advance of
the seventh specizl session of the General Assembly of reports on the three
groups of primary products specially gselected for the study, namely, palm oil
products, phosphates and potash,; in the wider framework of fertilizers, and iron
ore; - . :

Monetary and finanoial problems

- {a) The channelling of existiing available finance in Africa and the third
world for: the rapid economic and social development of African countries and the
countriés’of the third world; o

_ (r) The full and effective participation of Africén‘countriéa in all
phases of decision-taking for the formulation of an squitable and durable

4
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international ﬁonetary gystem in the light of the new international econoric
order; : ) ’

(s) Arrangements to facilitate the flow of development finaneing on
concessionary terms %o African couniries from the international financing
agencies, including the allocation of additional speclal drawing rights;

Bconomic co-cperation

(t) The promotion, establishment or strengthanihg_of economic integration
at the subregional level;. =nd

(u) The promotion of economic and technical co—operation among'dqveiqping
countriess ’

2, :.Invites the Executivs Secretary to consult znd co-—operatse with the
Organizetion of African Unity, the United Nations‘Conference on Trade and
Development, the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization,fthe International Labour Organization,

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, tho United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,  the As=zociation of African -
Centrsl Banks, the Association of African Universities, bilateral agencies

and other organizations =2nd specialized agencies of the United Nations system
as appropriate, and member States of the Commission, with a view not only to,
securing the necessary expertise and finance but also to minimizing duplication
of effort;

e Requests all the organizations and specialized agencies of the United
Nations system to provide as a matter of urgency all necessary financial,
material and other support to the Boonomic Commission for Africa in the
jmplemsntation of the present resolution;

4. Urges the organizations and gspecialized agencies of the United Nations
system, especially the United Nations Confarence on Trade and Development, the
United Nations Industrial Development Org=anization and the Food and Agricul ture
Organization of the United Nations, international financial institutions and
specilized bodies reasponsible for certrmin primary products, to make an effective
contribution ar soon as possible to thk2 implementation of the present resolution
within the framework of the implemeniation of the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New International xconomic Order;

5. ° Further requests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary measures
in order:

(a) To ensure that henceforth the activities of the subregional offices
of the Commission are brought inte the framework mentioned hereins;

(b} To secure for the subregional offices of the Commission extra
material and personnel resources to enable them to carry out their mission on
the basis of the unified approach to development adopted by-the Beoneonic' -

Commission for Africa and the various organizatlons and specialized agencies. of -

the United Nations system;

LE
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(¢) To organize meetings of Ministers at the subregional level to
follow-up the application of the Declaration and the Programme of Action on
the Establishment of a New International Economic Order, the Declaraiion, the
Programme of Action and the resolutions adopted by the Conference of Developing
Countries on Raw Materials held at Dakar in February 1975, ané the programme
of work and the medium—term plan of the Commission;

6. Roquests the Governments of merber States to co-operate with the
Gxecutive Secretary in his efforts to put into effect tbk3 provisions of the
present resolutions

Te Further requests the Executive Secretary to submit a progress report on
tha implemsntation of the present resolution to the Technical Committee of
Experts at its sixth meeting, to be held in September 1976.

182nd meeting,
28 Fabruary 1975.






