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THE AFRICAN REGIONALPLAi'l FOR THE WORLD PLAN OF ACTION

Introduction

After the UNCAST1/scssions held in Gencva in 1963, the United Nations, by

ECOSOC rcsolution 980A(xxxvr) 1/8/63 set up an Advisory Committee on the Applica­

tion of Scicnce and Technology to dcvcloPlOC'nt (ACAST) !>hosc main role was defined.

as that of advising tho Economic and Social Council and, through it, tho General

Assembly on \'lays and means b,y l;hi ch t.o translate into action tho concern and

the ideas expressed at U1ICAST.

In May 1966,. in their Third Roport to ECOSOC, the ACAST proposod that the

desire of the Unitod Nations to assist tho developing countries to apply scioncc

and technology for tho promotion of their development should be ombodied in a

formal plan of action \;hich would provide a framework for internatione<l "'0-01",.... ·­

tion in this domain b,y the United Nations system of organizations, tho dovolopod

cOUlTtrios and the developing count rios themselves. The AcAST also proposed a

set of objoctives for the proposed plan of action in which were specified the

pattern and the scope of interventien recommended. The objoctives proposed for

the World Plan of Action 'in tho Third Report of ACA&T were the following:

(a) To assist the dcvelopipg countries to build the necessary basic

structure of institutions (national and, when appropriate, regional)

and to train tho necessary skilled personnel on which·thoir capacity

to apply science and toc.l,nology to their development will depand.

Full advantagc must be t akon of existing institutions;

United Nations ConfeI'{Onco on the Application of Science and Technology
for thc Benefit of the LesB Developed areas, Geneva, 4-20 February, 1963.
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(b) To promote the more effeotive application of existing scientific

knowledge and technology in the development of the less developed

eountries and, with that in view, to improvG the arrangements for the

transfer and adaptation of knewledge and technology already available

in developed and doveloping countries, and at the same time, to

develop a more-favourable climate in developing countries for the

adoption of innovations in the techniques of production;

(c) To focus increasingly the attention and mebilize the efforts of

scientists and research organizations in highly developed countrie,s

as well as in the developing countries en problems whose solution

will be of special benefit to the developing countries, and to this

end to encourage co-operation between doveloping,countries as well

as between developed and developing countries;

(d) To promote a greater knowledge among Governments, the scientific

community, the general public and especially young people, in

developed as well as developing countries, of the needs of the deve,19p­

ing countries fer science and technology.

In August of tho same year, by it s resolution ll55(XLI) 5/8/66, ECOSOC

approved the, proposal of the ACAST for the preparation of a Unit(ld Nations

sponsored World Plan of Action fOr the application of science and technology

for developrrent. In the following year, tho General Assembly in its resolution

2318(XXII) of 21 December 1967, confirmed the decision of EOOSOC to establish

a world plan of action for the application of science and technology to

devcloprront and endorsed the objectives for the proposed plan set forth by

the ACAST.

Four years later, the ACAST produced the World Plan of ActionZ./report which

was presented to ECOSOC at its 51st session during July 1971. This report

(hereafter referred to as the global Plan) which was an indicativepplan of

comprehensive scope in its coverage, set out the global objectives, the areas

•

?/ United Nations publication, Sales No. E.71.II.A.18.
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of j:ri.:>rity for ~tion ani the typ:os of action

mittee for United Nations acticn and imp!"P6rt.

proposed by the Advisory Com­

Tho most important function

of the global Plan was to provide the. i'rameworkfor international co-operation

in planning and ~tion for the application of science and toclmology for

developnxmt which was requested in the.General Assembly resolution 1944(iCVIII)

of 11 December 1963 adopted after the UNCAST conference. The second main

funCtion of the global Plan ",,,-s to :f'aln:if!h a cadro. IlZld a guide for the f-urther

elaboration of :regional plans for thc 'I.R.A. which would focus· more Closely

on thc regional needs ani priorities of each of the developing rogions~

The World Plan of Action can be considered as an offer from the· United

Nations system to. assist, with the development of the scientific and technological

capacity of the developing countries in eelected areas of high priority.

Preparation qf Rcgj,opal Pl~

The need fer regional plans h!l.d been ro cognized by ACAST at an early stage

in its prepo,ration of the vl.P.A. The Advisory Committee.deCided that regional

plans should be selective rather than comprehensive in their contents,. amL

within the same objectives as laid down f()r'the-gr~ba.f:plaz:;:~ouid ~~~~i~t
of programmes of action chosen so as to anslfar to the priority needs of. each

respective developing. region ill scienoe and technology. The Committee empowered

its rogior.al groups fo function as Sub-Committees responsible for the prepara­

tion of the rogional Plans. The regi·cnal economic commisSions were requested

to act as .secretariat s to the regional groups of ACAST for th<f purpose of

preparing the draft proposals for the regional plans.

The Economic and SOCial Council considered the World Plall .01' Action twice,
- •. « _.

at i t3 51st and 53rd sessions. At both sessions, ECOSOC 8ndorsQd the proposal

of ACAST that a further stage of elaboration of the vl.P.,a. in .the form of regional

plans was necessary.

In preparation for the Africiln Regional Plan for the W.P.A., co.untry

surveys of needs and priorities in £cience and technology were carried out

ill: thirty-eight i1frican eount ries during 1969 and 1970. TwcntY-1ihree of these
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CountrysIUveys haYO been published in the series S&1'jwPA/1-41. In addition

to these country surveys, submissions and documentation on types of action

programmes relevant within different sectors were made available by individual

specialized agencies and other organiza;l;ions of the United Nations sytem.

Draft proposals for the African Regional Plan were considered at three suc­

oessive meetings of the Regional Groull..for Africa, namely, the fifth,· sixth,

and seventh meet:i.ngs. At the seventh meeting of the Regional Group held in

Addis Ababa from 10-12 July, 1972, the Regional Group approved a final draft

for the regional Plan. This draft Plan was pre sented to the full meeting of

ACAST by the Chairman of the Regional Group on behalf of his Sub-Committee at

the 11th session of ACAST held in Geneva during 23 October - 1 N~lember 1912.

After making a nunibor of amendments· to tho draft, the ACAST approved the African

Regional Plan3.lin the final form in >ID.i ch it is now presented-before the· Con­

ference of Ministers. The regional PIMS ftr ECLA and ECAFE .:were also approved

at the same session.

Implementatign of ,the W,P,A. in the African Region

In its resolution 1717(LIII) adopted on 28 July 1912, ECOSOC recp.1el>l;edr
in relation to the implementation of the W.P.A., as follows: ,:

"(b) The regional economic commissions, in consultation with the specialized

agencies concerned, to consider specific plans of action being pt'eparcd

for each region, With a view to commending them to the attention of·

the Governments of their member and associate member States in formula­

ting national science and technology pol:i.cies, establishing science

and technology institutions, promoting- research and science and

technology, ep.ucation, and in formulating recp.1ests for aid:"

In reflection of the intention of this request l:w ECOSOC, the ACAST has

recp.1ested that the "egionalPlans be pt'esented to tho respective economic

oommissions for consideration at their annual sessions in 1913. The Advisory

COll'1n1ttee further requested that the secretariats of the regional economic

3./ ECA Document E/CN.14/579.

I



I

•

- 5 -

commissions take the initiative of ~llowip.g t~e plans through by organi.~ing,

in close collaboration on the special agencies, consultaiions with scienoe

policy-makers and' planners in national Governm:mt s, by o~ganJ.,.lJ.M1l1~l
.' -""

committees or'qy any other means at thOJ.rdisposU •

The African Regional Plan translates the indicative proP9sais containe.d .

in .the global Plan into more concretely spOcified PI'ogrammes for action, Iilelected

in, ac~orda;nce with the needs and priorities of the African region for the build­

up of their capacity to acquire and to utilize technology.

In presenting the African Regional Plan to the Conference of Ministers, it

is important to clarify the purpose and role of the Plan. The principal :r;c:rpoee

of th.e Plan is to serve as a guideline and a source of inspiration to national

Governments in the choice and desi.gn of projects most relevarit to their respective

countries for inclusion in their national development plans. 1'Iithin the regional

Plan will b~ found reflected, the priorities for.a?tionthatarc relevant to the

. nee'ds of individual countries in science and technology. The regional Plan

is Pgt a comprehep~dyp .Plan for sci PUge eng -technology dfJyeloPment for eyery

African pmmtrv to garry Qllt. It is a typology aN a thesaurus of programmes

which will promote the objectives set out for the World Plan of Actinn in e<lch

oountry. These objectives can be summarized as "to promote the capacity cf each

developing coulItry to utilize science and technology for devclopment through the
.... , i:

cstablishment of institutional infrastructure, the training of skilled personnel

and the..:mobilization of internationsl assistance.

Action at natigpal level

.
The implementation of the W.P.A. will t8kc place through action at national

level. Sud:. action will include the creation of the necessary org,ans and instru­

ments.for scicnce ani technology policy and planning and the selection and design

of projeots for implementation as part of national development plans.

Since no cne dmntr,y will be in a position to adopt all the pl:'ogrammcs

proposed in the Plan ndr find it necessary to do so, the implementation of the Afri­

can Regional Plan Wi 11 lie in the extent to which individual countries take
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advantage of the Plan by selecting :fll.rticular pr-ojects within relevant programmls

and .incorporating the se in their national developmlnt Plans.

: ", .", 'lit ;:>~. w'.. "
The role of the regional Economic Commission in the implementation of the

W.P.A. is to assist the membeI States to take maximum advantage ef the Plan

through a promotion of a thorough understanding of the objectives and the content

of the Plan, through collaboration with the planning machinery in each count ry

in the task of selecting natienal projects within tho framework of W.P.A., and

through the provision ef assistance for the mobilizing of resour'ces from United

Nations and. bilateral aid-giving bodies for their execution. 'l'he United Nations

13PJ3,cialized agencies have been enjoyed by the General Assembly and ECOSOC
' ..'-. " ..•. ,,-< .' .

tpp;r<lvide technical assistanco. in their special areas of competence for the .
. ' '.:- J

projec~s which may be finally selected for implementation within individual

. country pl8lle •.

The id~abehind the \'.P.A., as enunciated by ACAST, is to develop the capacity

of ,inillvidual.countries'to apply science and technology to their own problems rather

tha,nj;Q, intervene directly on the final social and economic problems to which'

scioncecand technology maor be applied. This stratbgy is· founded on the overall

United Nations philosophy of helping the developing countries to help themselves.

As far as the EGA is concerned, our work programme in connexion with the

W.P.A. in the immediate future willconsist:of:

(a) promoting a better and wide~··knowledgu of the !'orld Plan of :Action

in the African count ric s;

(b) werking with individual count-ries in the creation of their national

committees for the H~P.A., and pr~vicling assi.stance to the national

committees in their selection and definition of projects within the

framework of the African R~onal Plan i

(c) promoting an understanding of the African Regional Plan within the

developed countries and, in :fll.rtieular, by the aid-giving agencies,

whether governmant or non-:-government, of the developed countrie,s;
." J
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(d) collaborating vJi th and assisting the devcloping count ries in the

mobilization of resources for the implementation of projects, parti­

cularly such resources as may be prcporly available within a context

of international aid or co-operation.

, The regional commissio:'l has been chargt>d with the responsibility for co-ordi-

nation of United Nations assistance for the implementatioll of the Plan at

regional level and for periodic revieH of progress. In discharging this role, the

ECA Hill Hark in close collaboration with the specialized agencies and other

organizations of the Utited Nations system.




