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“tatement by the ECA Sccrctariat on:

THE AFRICAN REGIONAL PLAN FOR THE WORLD PLAN OF ACTION

dutroduction

aftor the UNCASTY sossions hold in Gemeva in 1963, the Unitod Nabions, by
ECOSOC rcsolution 980A(XXXVI) 1/8/63 set up an Advisory Committee on the.Applica-
tion of Science and Technology to development {ACAST) whose main role was definod
as that of advising the Economic and Social Council and, throtgﬁ if the General
Assembly on ways and means by which to tramslate into action the concern arnd
the 1deas oxprossed at UNCAST

In May 1966,__. in their  Third Report to ECOSOC, the ACAST proposed that the
desire of the United Nations to assist the developing counmtries to apply scicnce
and tcechnology for the promotion of their development should be omﬁodiod in a
formal plaxi of action 12rhich would provide a framework for intcrnationsl co-opure-
tion in this domain by the United Némions system of organizations, the developed
countrics and the developing countries themselves, The AUAST also pfopbsed a
set of objoctives for tho propovcd plan of ac¢tion in which were specified the
pattern and the scope of intervention rccommended The objectives proposcd for
the World Plah of Ac¢tion in the Thlrd Report of ACAST were the following:

(a) To 3551st thu dcvuloplng countries to ild the recessary basic
‘ structurc of 1nst1tutlons {national ard, when ‘appropriate, rcg1onal)
‘and to traln “tho neccssary skilled personncl on which: their capacity
to apply SCl“ncb and tochnelogy to their development will dopend-
Full advantagc mupt be takon of existing institutions;

United Nations Confercncc on the Application of Science and Tochnology
for the Benefit of the Less Developed areas, Geneva, 4~20 February, 1963.
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(b} To promotc the more effective application of existing scicntific
knowledge and technology in the develobment of the less developed
countries and, with that in view, to improvc the arrangements for the
transfer and adaptation of knowledge and technology already available
in developed and developing countries. and at the same %ime, to -
develop a more—favourable climate in developing countries for the

adpption of imnovations in the techmiques of production;

(c) To focus increasingly the attention and mobilize the efforts of
scientists and research organizaiions in highly developed countries
ag wéll as in the developing countries on problems whosc solution
will be of special benefit to the developing countries, and to this
end to cnecourage co-opcration betwecen doveloping countries as well

-ag between developed and developing countrics;

(¢) To promote a greater knowledge among Governments, the scientific
community, the general public and especially young people, 1n ) _
developed as well as developing countries, of the needs of ‘the develop-—

ing coumtries for science and technology.

In August of the same ycar, by its resolution 1'155(XL]'Z) - 5/8/66, ECOSOC - -
approved the proposal of the ACAST for the mi)aj;ratiohrgf a United Nations
sponsorcd World Plan of Action for thc application of science and technology-
for development. In the following yoar, the Goneral Assembly in its resolution
2318(XXTI) of 21 December 1967, confirmed the decision of EOOSOC to cstablish
a world plan of action for the application of scicnce and technology to
devolopmexit and endorsed the objectives for the proposed plan sct forth by
the ACAST, | |

Four years later, the ACAST produccd the World Plan of Action‘e‘/ report which
was prescented to ECOSOC at its 5lst session during July 1971. This report
{hercafter referred to as the global Plan) which was an _ir;_clicativepplan of

comprehensive scope in its coverage, sct out the global objectives, the arcas
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of prlority for action and the types of action proposed by the Advisory Com—
mittee for United Nations acticn and suprports The most important function
of i:hefw_;global Plan was to provide the framéwerk for international co~operation

in planning and action for the application of science and toé:hnology for

' 'developmnt_ which was requested in the General Assembly resolution 1944(XVIII)

of 11 December 1963 adopted affer the UNCAST confercnce. The second main

~ funétion of the global Flan was to frrnish a cadre end & guide for the further

elaboration of regional plans for the WePsAs which would focus more clogely
on the regional needs and priorities of cach of the developing regionss

The World Plan of Action can be considered as an effer from thé' United
Nations system to ass:.st with the developmemt of the sclentlflc and technolog:.ca,l
capa.cz.ty of the developlng countrices in selected areas of h1gh prloﬂ.‘ty.

P jon_of Regi

The need fer regional plans .i_;gd been recognized by ACAST at ‘an carly stage
in its preparation of the W.PuA. The Advisory Committee.decided that regiomal
plans should be gelective rather than comprehenswe in their cortents, amd,
within the same objectives.as laid down for tHa giobal Plan: should consist
of programmes. of action chosen so as to angwer to the pnonty needs of‘, e_ach )
respective deve.lopingw i-egion in science and technology. The Committee cmpowered
its regiomal groups fo function as Sub-Commitices rcsponsﬂ)le for the prepara-

tion of the rcgional Plans, The regi¢nal cconomic comsmons were requested

" to act as éecretariats to the regional groups of ACAST for the purpose of
'propar:.ng the draft proposals for the rcgiomal plans,

The Economic and. Soeial Council considered the World Plan of Action twice,
a'f_: itz 51st and 53rd scssions. At both sessions, ECOSOC endg_rso_d the proposal
of ACAST that a further stage of elaboration of the W.Psd. in the form of regional

plans was nccessary.

In preparation for the African Regional Plan for the WeP.Ae; country
surveys of needs and prioritics in sciencc and technolbgy were carried out
in thirty-eight African countries during 1969 and 1970. Twenty~three of these
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. country sruveys havo beon published in the serics S&T MPA/1-41. In r;‘fddition
to these country surveys, submissions and documentation on types of action
programmes relevant within different scctors wei'e made available 'bjr indjvidual .
gpecialized agencies and other organizations of the United Nations gytem.

Draft proposals for the African Regional Plan were considered at three euc—
cessive meetings of the Regional Group for Africa, namely, the fifth, sisth ,
and seventh meeﬁ'hgs. At the seventh rmee‘tipg of the Regional Group held in
Addis Ababa from 10-12 July, 1972, the Regional Group approved a final draft
for the regional Plan, This draft Plan was presented to the full meeting of
ACAST by the Chairman of the Regional Group on behalf of his Sub-Committee at
the 17th session of ACAST held in Geneva during 23 October — 1 November 1972.
After making a murber of amendments to the.draft, the ACAST approved the African
Regional Planl/ in the final form in which it is now presented-bBeford the Con-
ference of Ministers. The regional Plans fcr ECLA and ECAFE were also -approved

R

at the same scesion.

ation of the WP A, j African Regd

In its resolution 1717(LIII) adopted on 28 July 1972, ECOS(-)C.- _zreq;_ae‘sj:'ed;,.

in relation to the implementation of the W.P,A., as follows: R

"(b) The regional economic commissions, in consultation with the specialized
agencies concerncd, to consider specific_plans of action boing prepared
for cach region, with a view to commohding them to the attention of
the Governments of their momber and associate member States in fomla—

+ing mational science and technology policies, establishing science
and technology institutions, promoting reésearch and science and )

technology, cducation, and in formlating requests for aid:"

In reflection of the intention of this request ty ECOSOC, the ACAST has
requested that the regional .Flans be presented to the respective cconomic

commigsions for consideration at their anmual sessiéris in 1973. The Advisory

Committec further requested that the secretariats of the regiondl cconomic
3/ ECA Document E/CN.14/579.
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gommi_ls_sioljls take the initiative . of f’;’;lg}ging tho plans through by organizing,
in close collaboration on the special agencies, consultations _with scienoe
policy-makers and planncrs in national Governnnnts, by organ ' 1
committees or ty any other means at their dlspOsalb EEH

The Afnca.n Regionpal Plan translates the indicative propgsals. contained :
in 'hhe global Plan into more concretely specified mrogrammes for-action, gelected
in accordance with the nceds and priorities of the African region for the build-
up of the:.r capacity to a.cqulre and to utilize technology.

- In presenting the African Regional Plan to the Conference of Miniséers, it
is important to clarify the purposc and role of the Plan, The principal rerpose
of the Plan is to serve as a guideline and a source of inspiration to national
Governments in the choice and design of pro jects most relevent to their respective
countries for inclusion in their national development plens. Within the ‘regioha.l
Plan w111 be found reflected, the pr10r1t1czs for aotion that are relevant to the

h needs of 1nd1v1dua1 countries in science and technology. The. regmional Plap

Wﬂ. It is a typology and a thesaurus of programmes
wh:Loh will promote the o‘bJectlves gset out for the World Plan of Actimn in each
court ry, These o‘baectwes can he summarized as "{o promote the capaczlty of each
devéloping country to utilize science and tcchnology for devclopmnt through the
establishment of institutional infrastructure, the 'bralnlng of skilled personnel
and the:mobilization of internationsl assistance, ' '
Acti b jopa e Ve

The 1mplemcntat10n of the W.P.A. will téke place ‘thrcugh ac“t1or: at na.tlona.l
levels Suck action will include the creation of the necessary orga.ns and instru-
ments for science and technology policy and planmng and the select:.on andl design
of projects for implementation as part of national development plans.

Since no cne country will be in a position to adopt all the' progfam;s
preposed in the Plan nor find it necessa.ry to do 80, the 1mp1ementa‘t10n of the Afri-
can Regional Plan will lie in the extent to which 1nd1V1dua1 countrles taks



advantage of the Plan by selecting mrticular projects within relevant programmes
and incorporating these in their mational developmomt Plans,

E‘I“h'e role :;'f‘htlﬁe :éégional Economic Comnﬁésion_ in the implementation of the .
WeP.lA. is to assist the member States to take maﬁcimum advantage of the Plan
through a promotion of & thorough understanding of the objectives and the content
of the Plan, through collaboration with the planning maclliﬂew"in cach countr,‘f
in the task of sclecting national projects within the ‘framé;moi-'k of W,P.A,, and
through the provision of assistance for the mobilizing of resources from United
Nations and bilateral aid-giving bodies for their execution. . The Unitcd Nations
,spegialized agencies have been cnjoyed by the General Assembly and ECOSOC
to prova.de technical assistance in their special areas of competence for the -
pro;jects which may be finally selected for implementation within individeal
. cournbry .les'f? B

“The idea behind the W.P.A., as chunciated by ACAST, is to develop the gapaciiy
of dindividual.countries:to apply scicnce and technology to their own pfbblems""' rather
than.$o intervene directly on the final social and economic problems to which
science:and technology may be applied. This stratégy is founded on the overall
United Nations ph:.losophy of helplng the develop:.ng countmes to help thcmselves.

As far as the ECA is concorned, our work rrogrammo in connexion w:.’ch the
WoP.A. in the 1mmed1ate J’:‘uturo ml} cons1==t of:

(a) promotlng a better and wider knowledge of the World Plan of iAction

in the African countries;

('b) woerking with 1nd1v1dual countrm 1n 'bhe creation of their national
committees for the W.P.A .g and prov1c11ng assistance to the natlonal
comm:.ttees in thelr =*e1ect1on and deflmtlon of pro;;ec‘bs within the
framework of the Afrlca.n Rnglonal Plan;

(c) promot:.ng an understandlng of the Afrlcan Regional Plan mthln the
developed countrlos and, in part:.cular, by the aid-giving agencics,.

whe'hher government or non—govemment, of the developed coun’snes




(cl) collaborating with and assisting the dewveloping coumtries in the
mobilization of rescurces for the implemeniation of projects, parti-
cularly such resources as may be properly available within a context

of international aid or co-operation.

The regional commission has been charged with the responsibility for co—ordi-
nation of United Nations assistance for the implementation of the Plan at
regional level and for periodic review of progress. In discharging this role, the
ECA will work in close collaboration with the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the Urited Bations system.





