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Note on the Preliminary Report of the African Timber Trends btudy

- (Western Afllca and Equatorlal East Afrloa)

The African Timber Trends Study was initiated in 1959 at the
8th Session of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO)
and endorsed at the Second Session of the Commission in 1960. I+ has
been conducted jointly by the Secretariat and FAC through a series of

consultants working in cooperation with government forestry depart-

ments: 4 preliminary.raport covering Western Africa and Equatorial , ..

East Africa is available as @ Iaformaticn Paper. - It i=
expected. that the final report covering the while region w111 be

completad in 1964. PR

The -report deals with timber trends and prospects in 22 countries
o7 Western Africa. (17 countries of the West C-ast, from Mauritania in
the north 4o Congo Leopoldville in the south, plus Mali, Upper Volta,
Niger, Chad and the Central African Republic), and three countries of
Equatorial East Africa (Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika), with special
reference 1o exissing forest resources and timber industries, present
and future: copsumption of wrod products, and the trade in wood. Con— .
sumption of the several woéd products is examined, by end uses wherever
possible, and tentative forecasts are made of prospective requirements
in the year 1975. Westorn Africa has been given priority in the
African Timber Trends Study, since it contains the greater.part of the
natural forest wealth of Africa; this is the sub-region where the
timber -industry of the continent is.centred. The three countries of
Equatorial ‘East Africa, where detailed surveys were made by FAO of

consumption of wood products, are included in the preliminary report.

The methods used and the experience gained in these surveys provides . .

guidance for similar work that, sconer or later will have to be under—

taken in many areas within the Alrican region.
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Wegtern Africa

Nine of the countries of Western Africa are traditional exporters"
of woodj. two countries (Liberia and the Central Africaanepublic)
possess forest rescurces that should enable them to become ﬁajof
exporters before long; the remaining eleven countries are poorly
endowed with forests, and are.likely to remain net importers of wood
products in the foreseeable future. At best, one or two of these

countries might attain a certain degree of self-sufficiency.

Pregent per caput consumpition of simple wood products, such as
building poles and fuelwood, is fairly high throughout the area, and. .
is likely to remain on a similar level, or to decline slightly, in the ..
period to 1975. Consumption of manufactured wood products, including
sawnwood, wood-based panel products {plywood, fibreboard and particle
board), and pulp products, while generally low per head of the popula-
tion, is already substantial in the aggregaté, and is expected to
incréase considerably by 1975; sawnwood consumption in-the 22 countries,
at present totalling about 1.1l million m3, -is estimated at 1.8 to 1.9
million m3 for 1975; the consumption of plywood and veneer, at present
about 35,000 m3, will rise to an estimated 90,000 m3, while that of
fibreboard and particle board (currently about 16,000 tons) will
probably increase at an even faster rate; the consumption of pulp
products ie expected to rise by 1975 from the present level cof about
80,000 tong, to an estimated 230,000 to 250,000 tons.

In terms of volume of wood raw material, sawnwood is by far the
most important of the manufactured wocd products that compose present
and projeoféd consumpiion. The available information on forest resources
in the subregion, including recent data from prospections in its .
equatorial part, suggest that the forest resource is fully adequate to
meet mdst requirements in sawnwood and panel products within the sub-
region during the period under consideration (to 1975), while permitting

the maintenance ¢f exports of wood at 'a level that need not be less,
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in terms of the volume of raw materlal ;nvolved, than that atta1ned in.
'1961, when exports were at their hlghest. Under certaln cond1t1one,
chls 1eve1 mlght be even surpassedn However, 81gn1flcant changes are .
. -11kely to occur 1n the share 1n total trade of the several export1ng
‘__countries.- Also, exports of manufactured wood products are almost

oertaln to galn in 1nportance compared wlth those of 1oge.

L ‘The utllizatlon of the avallable tlmber resources involves infra-
structural 1nvestments on & major -scale. Inoreaeed distances of
traneport, among other factors, will tend to ralse ‘gradually the cost '
fof the- logs.. However, there is conelderable sooPe for counteractlng,
and in many oases for more than offsetting, thie add1t1ona1 cost, aa ”
far as‘the ultlmdte conswmenrs e“ the - uood produots 1n “the produclng
and the:. 1mport1ng oountrles arefconoerned. ..This will depend to a
great extent oh the development of efflclent mennfacture, partlculerly
Appreolable investments will be needed to attaln the neoeseary capaoity
of output, while at the same tlme repleolng that of certeln exlsting
manufapturing unlts that are 1nef11c1ent.; Con51derable development of ©
manufaoture based on wood ig de31rab1e, not only in order to- 1norease o
the export eernlngs, per unlt of raw meterlal, of the produclng e om il
countrles but, what is much more 1mportant, in order that wood produqtszrz
be supplled to oonsumere at reasonable prlces, be it 1n the" produolng
oountrles, in -the Afrloan lmportlng countrles that w1ll depend to a '
growlng extent on Iesﬁ-Afrloan wood, or in the 1mport1ng countries of
nurope. In “the. 1atter 1n partlcular, “Gosts must be kept: down if B
Afr1can woods are to reémain competltive. :The development of domeetlc:‘_.
consumption, notably of sawnwood, in the sub—reglon and’ throughout |
Africa, should facilitate exports of manufaotured wood -products’ +0 the‘E
tradltlonal markete 1n'“urope, eventually it mlght help also to reduoe
the cost of the wood ™ of certain secondary species, at present in 1limited
demand, to a: level where maaor ehlpments to overseas markets will

become p0331ble.
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. Much of thc ebove 1ndustrlsllzetlon night be accomplished through

oooperatlon w1th european flrms that at present 1mport African logs.

L.Jlth rlslng sub—r€olonal demsnd For pdnel products, produotlon of
plywood 1s llkely to be 1nstalied or expanded, as the ¢ase may be,-in
geveral of the surplus oountrles, whxle partlcle—board manufacture may
help to solve prob‘ems of eupplles in some of ths' def1019noy‘areas.='i‘
Pulp produots, elready by far the biggest item of the /est-african
1mport blll for wood produots, will become a growing burden on foreign
exohange, yet with the exoeptlon of ngerle and possibly one or two
other countries, the domestlo demand in the individual countriés and
w1th1n ex1st1ng areas of customs unlons, will beé hardly “sufficient to
warrant local proauotlon of pulp.' However, such production might be-
possible 1n oertaln deuurable 1ocar1t1es, given a captive overseas
market. The questlon of pulp manufaoture apart, many of the couniries -
of estern Afrloa oould effeot very substantial’ Inport savings’ through-
secondary mdnufaoture of pulp products, often on d médest scale, ‘based -

on 1mported paper and paperboard.

‘ Bes1de the 1nvestmonts in 1nfra*struoture and in’ industry that =
w111 be needed to malnteln @nd to oevelop produotlon, ‘the forestry and
\wood seotor of 'estern Afrloa will not be able to make its due contribu-
tlon to gensrel welfare, unless the forest serv1oes in the several’
oountrles are staffed adequately and are prov1ded W1th suffiolent
forests, ellVlcultural vork on an approprlata scale, surveys of forest
resogroes,-reseeroh, and S0 on. Moreover, throughout the reglon there
is an.urgegt_oeeo to halt the destructlon of forests, which is due’ to
shiftingdoultivetionlxnd flre, emong other oauees. The draln due to
shifting cultivation is llkely to beGOme much more severe 1n the near
- future, as the effects of populatlon growth gather momentum and many '
additional oultlv;tors attaok the forests.j ouch destructlon can be '

halted only by applying epproprlwte gOllGlBS of lsnd-use. Thls is
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essential, not only 4o preserve the wood resource, but also in order
to prevent the disappearance of the vrotective effects of the forest,
with consequent damage fto the water regime and the fertility of soils

in many important rural areas of Western Africa.

Bquatorial Zast Africa

In &quatorial zast Africa, sawnwood consumption in 1959-61 was
approaching 300,000 m3; that of plywood was about 8,000 m3, and the
combined consumption of fibreboard, building board and particle board
about 6,000 fons; the consumption of pulp products had pagsed the
25,000-ton mark. By 1975 requirements for these products are axq’oted

to be at two to two and a half times these levels.

There are good prospects for the area attaining approximate self-
sufficiency in forest products; feasibility studies with a view to

pulp and paper manufacture are currently in progress.






