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AAWORD - Kenya

Research and Documentation

The Association of African Women for Research and Development Kenya Group is a prospective

National Chapter of the regional AAWORD based in Dakar.

At present AAWORD - Kenya Group is housed under the YWCA Headquarters in Nairobi. The

interests of YWCA and AAWORD - Kenya co-incide in that they are both interested in women in

development issue. We share physical and infrastructure! facilities with the YWCA.

AAWORD - Kenya Group has been in existence for nine months only. However, some the

individual researchers have been members the regional AAWORD based in Dakar from its inception.

Research Documentation and Dissemination

The AAWORD - Kenya Group has a three pronged approach to the development of the data

base, namely research, documentation and dissemination.

Research

AAWORD is an organization which is comprised of researchers, and its major aims are to

undertake and facilitate research on gender issues by African women. To achieve these aims AAWORD

- Kenya Group has as its immediate objective to formulate research proposals, solicit funds for such

and to conduct research projects and to hold seminars workshops and conferences to discuss such

research.

The research interests of members as wide as the training and interests of the 60 members of

AAWORD - Kenya Group.

Documentation

The need for documentation has been keenly felt at the AAWORD - Kenya Group Office, both

at the organizational level and the individual researcher level.

Towards this end, one of the first undertaking of the AAWORD - Kenya Group has been:

1. To compile names, addresses and profiles of women researchers in Kenya with a view of

providing a directory of Kenya women researchrs.

2. To compile abstracts of research projects and publications which have been undertaken by
these researchers.

So far, we have made preliminary lists which are available on file at the AAWORD-Kenya Group

office. This is the first ever documentation of Kenya women researchers and their research projects.

This has proved useful for both reference purpose and for cross-reference in checking for the

duplication of research agenda. More than this, however, it has been of great assistance in ideentifying

the gaps in both areas of research and in absence of women researchers in some professional areas.



Future areas of documentation revolve around the generation of data through both research

projects reports, papers of seminar and conferences organized by AAWORD-Kenya Group and papers

and reports of national and international conferences attended by members of AAWORD-Kenya Group.

In the area of documentation we have three deficiencies which are proving to be great

constraints to the organization.

1. Equipment

i) Computer Services, micro-computer equipment would go a long way in terms of storage and

retrieval of data;

ii) Photocopier for the reproduction of acquired documents for use by the organization and by

individual researchers;

iii) Audio-visual equipment for both fieldwork and preparation of documentary material in the

form of photographs, video tapes and films for consumption by policy-makers, planners,

practitioners and grassroot organizations. Audio-visual materials are particularly important in

the African situation where women grassroot organization are predominant.

2. Acquisition of Documents

Lack of funds for the acquisition of books, reports, papers, posters, journals video and films has

greatly hampered the initiative to start library services for both researchers, policymakers and planners.

3. Personnel

All the above concerns and needs of AAWORD-Kenya need highly skilled personnel who can

handle the equipment, data and respond to the needs of the membership.

Such personnel include :

1. Librarian with interest in gender issues;

2. Audio-visual experts;

3. Editor for newsletter.

Dissemination

AAWORD-Kenya Group considers dissemination of data to be one of its priority areas.

Information Sheet

In order to keep the members informed of the activities of the Steering Committee, events and

conferences nationally and internationally, activities of individual members. In due course and with

funding it is projected that this information sheet will develop into a Newsletter.

Seminars and Conferences

Apart for its initial launching seminar in August 1988 AAWORD-Kenya Group tias planned four

seminars over the next two years which will be funded by Ford Foundation and one major conference

for the Eastern and Central Africa Regions which is funded by SAREC. These are part of the effort to

generate, consolidate, share and disseminate data. The seminars and conferences address themselves



to the development of theories and concepts and refinement of methodologies in data gathering Each
of these will have special topic bibliographies.

Future Areas Exploration

The AAWORD-Kenya Group is still an organisation in its nascency. However, as we look to the
future we have seen the need to find ways to have outreach with women's grassroots organizations
This has been necessitated by the concern of researchers that research findings should not only be
utilized by policymakers and planners for macro-level planning, but should also be made available to
organizations at the micro-level. These organizations can then have the benefit of scientific data for
their own planning.

In trying to reach these organization AAWORD-Kenya Group would be need to re-package its
research findings to use by grassroots organizations and other people, especially women, from who
the raw data was gathered.

In this regard there are several factors that would have to be taken into account.

Language: Kiswahili is the national language of Kenya and data disseminated in this language
will reach the whole population. This is especially important for grassroots women who have
not been inducted into English which is a foreign language. To date all research findings are
in the English language.

Apart from the national language Kiswahili Kenya has 45 other languages which are first

language to their speakers. Small more regionally orientated dissemination could be carried
out in these languages.

Media

In using these languages for dissemination a number of media are taken into account.

Folk media The oral tradition is already being utilized by politicians to communicate messages
to the grassroots. The people also use songs, stories, recite poems and proverbs to communicate
their needs and achievements. In using such folk media, researchers would be involving the people
in the formulation and coding and re-packaging of the research findings.

Mass media In Kenya the radio is, because of its' audio-nautre and relatively cheap price, the
most widely used form of mass communication. Specific programmes designed to discuss research
issues would reach a national audience in Kiswahili or regional audience in the other 17 Kenyan
languages which are broadcast.

Audio-visual Development of materials in Kiswahili and the other Kenyan languages though
more expensive than the other two forms mentioned above is necessary, especially for in-depth
communication. Video-tapes cassette tapes, and films are all necessary, though cassette tapes would
be ideal because of they are inexpensive and most radios have in-built cassettes players which are
utilized.

Print media Posters, pamphlets and booklets are ideal for the literate.



The case for a Data Bank on the Humanities

Documentation and data bases have had their focus on mainly quantitative data and mostly in

the social and physical sciences. Little attention has been paid to the need for data based in the

human sciences. Most researches tend to avoid qualitative data as it is deemed to be to cumbersome

and difficult to analyze. However, such data is the raw material of the human sciences including

literature, philosophy history, religious studies and language studies.

In Africa oral tradition is by far the most predominant of the medium of communication. It is

also the repository of the cumulative knowledge of whole societies for many generations. Further to

this it the means by which such knowledge is transmitted in a day to day situation from person to

person and also from generation to generation.

In gathering data and in setting up data systems in humanities, it is important to recognize both

the oral medium through which knowledge is stored and communicated in the society and the

qualitative nature of the data.

The significance of the areas of the humanities is that in literature, philosophy, religious studies,

history and language studies are contained the ideas in the society which justify the structure of the

society and its social institutions. In the humanities we find, for instance, the justification of the gender

division in society, the invisibility of women's contribution in history of partiarchal societies, gender

biases in language use and so forth. The images and symbols which guide our lives from childhood

through adulthood are embedded in the areas of humanities and need to be examined. Cultural

nationalism has often prevented African scholars from analysing the contraditions in our societies,

especially contradictions of class and gender.

I shall give below an example of literature as a subject of the humanities.

Literature

In looking a literature in Africa, we have two media to be taken into consideration, namely oral

and written media.

Oral literature

Oral literature has several forms which need to be documented and analysed for gender

content. This is particularly important since this literature is narrated to children in their formative

years, and the songs bear messages which are easily to learn injest and transmit. In this literature is

reflected the cosmology of whole societies.

We need to build a data bank on the following genres of literature at the local, national, sub

regional and continental levels.

- Myths - sacred; actiological

- Legends

- Fiction narratives

- Contemporary oral history

- Oral poetry

- Phonograph records (popular songs)

- An inventory of creative artists



All this material can be deposited in audio-visual archives.

Written literature

Written literature lends itself easily to documentation and deposit in data banks for use by
researchers. The following kind of categories would be useful:

- Fiction, Drama and Poetry which highlight gender issues

- Works of criticism on gender issues

- An inventory of female creative writers

In both oral and written literature further documentation can be done. One of the initial steps
would be the itemization of motifs and themes which have a gender bias and content.

Documentation of oral literature is a massive undertaking but one which would be worth the

effort in providing data for analysis not only to scholars in literature but also in philosophy, religious
studies and language studies and history.




