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BN A 113 Socond Conferenoo of Afrlcan Stat1stlclans mot at Tunié from
96 Jine €6 T July 1961, Tho meetlng was convoned at the reqoost of the
"Second ‘Session of the’ Econom1o Comm1591on for Africa wifh.téo_objoct og
- ‘reviewing and oxtending the programme of statistloal defeloﬁment_in}@io}od
5610 g4 4he first conferonce hold in Addis Ababa in 1959. |

B L RN S

2. Tho’ConfGrence was attendod by 52 roprosentatlvos from 25 Members and
*Kssociate Membors of tne Zconomic Comm1ssiOn for Africa @ v1z. Gameroun,

. Gongo {Leopdldville), Dahomoy, Franoe, Ghana, Guinca, Ivory Coast, Liberia,
+Libya): Madagascar, Mali, Morocco Niger, Nigeria, Portugal, Senegal Siorra
" Ledhe, Sudan, Tunlsia, United Arab Republlo, United Klngdom, Federatzon of
RBhodesta & Nyasaland, Kenva & Zan21bar, Tanganylka, Ugandau

_ Reprosentatlves of thc Uhltod Natlons Statistical Officc and of five
UN speclallzed ag en01es attended the session: viz. FAO, INF, ILO, UNESCO, WEO.
Obaervcrs Wore sont by the Unitod States, The Arab Loague, tho CCTA, the ISI,
as well as the Statlstlcal Office of the European Communities. The list of
participants e glvon in Annev of this roport.

3. * fne Conforence was opened by H.E. Ahmod 3en Salal, Secrctary of State
for Plannlng and Flnanco 1n fhc Govornment of Tunisja. In welcoming tho:
delegates he oxprﬂsso& h+s approolatlon for the honour which he felt was done
4o Tunlsla in having becn choson as the location for the Conference.  Ha:
emphasised ths need for solidarity and undorstanding in the countries of the

.. African’ continont and oxprossod tho hope that the individuai actions of.these
countries would bo directed towards this end, Great efforts Would ba. reguired
in déveloping Africa to take its propecr placo in tho world and these should be
based on thorough technical analyses of the existing problemsg and of tho
possibilitios of dovelopment. He expressed pleasure that conferences such as
that of the African Statisticians were bringing poople togethor to solve

specific problems and providc an effective moans nf development.
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4. The Executive Secretary of tho Lconomic Commission for Africa

expregsed his warm appreciation to tho Tunisian Government for its hospitality
on behalf of the delegates and Seoretariatys He sald that the importance of
statistics in achieving systematic developmont of African countries could

not be over-emphasized, as a mowledge of aconomic realities and potentialitie
was needed to guide the offorts of each nation. In this connection he roferre:

- to. the establishment of an Institute of Economioc Flanning in.Africa, which

was ourrontly being considereod by UN Socreotariat, as a recgult of a resolution

sponsorod by all 1ndependent African countrles at the laat UN Genaeral Asaambly

5 The Executivo Socrotary. brlofly reviewod actlvitles since the First

- Conference of African Statisticians. They wore.oconsiderod under five main

hoadings: statlstlcal ‘dovelopnont, the oxchange of tochnical experience,
train;ng, the establlshment of a. maohanloal preoessing unit by ECA and the
inereoased rosponsibilitics of ECA in:the technical assistancc fiold with
;espect to statistics. Plana for statistical development would continuc 3¢

"form part of the Statistiocal Survey of Africa which was inltlated at the 7.rst

)r =

< Gonferenco and the rocommendations made in Punis would be actlvoly oonsaoarod

at the next sesslon of the Economiec Commission fnr Afrlca.

6. Mr.§. Bahroun (Tunlsla) was unanlmously oleoted Ghalrman of the
Conference and thc f01lGW1ng threo VlCO— halrmon wcre also clootads Mre A,

; Jalal (Morocco), Mr. Dia (Sonegal) and Mr. E.N. Omaboe (Ghaﬂa) It was

" agfeed that theso conferonce officors would consmdor tho roport on tho_

Tt

' whzch is glvon “in Annex I8 The llst of documents prepared for the

procoodlngs, preparod by tho Socrctarlat bofore 1ts submi531on in plonary

sqsslon.“

’7 The Ccﬁference adopted tho agenda set out 1n documont E/CN 14/Stat/L.T

Conference is gtven in ;nncx IlI.
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I1. Mattors arising from the deliberations of the'

Eoonomic Commlsalon for Afr1ca and the United

Nations Statigtical Commlaaion

8. The Conference conaidorcd the following documents . Mattors Arising
from the Second and Third Sessions of ECA (E/CN. 14/Stat/L 9) and Matters
Arising from the Eleventh Sossion of tho Stetistical Commission (E/CN.14/5%a%/L,10)

S. The Second Scssion of ECA approved the rocommendations of the First
Conferenco of African Statisticians togothor with the programme of work and
priorities associatcd with the following projocts : Statistiocal Su;vey of
Africa; Exchango of information and development of statistical toohniquoess
Procossing and publication of statistical data; Training activitics in

statistics,.

10. Efforts to'improvo subsistonce seotor statistics, to provide trade
atatist1ca with a higher degroc of intornational comparability and tho
aotivitiOs of working groups on national acecounts werc briefly desoribed by
tho Seorotariat. The'importanco of training aotivities was partioularly
atressod. " Roforanco was mado to tho Statistical Nowslettor of ECA which was
now appeoaring rogularly, %o tho proposcd publication of handbooks on varioub
stgtistical subjects mnd to tho cstablishment of a mochanioal processing
unit in Addis Ababa at tho end of 1961. | |

11, In cohaidéring informetion on intornational trade it was pointing out.
that at tho Third Session of ECA, groet omphasis had boon placed on.the
offocts of both fluctuations in and tho long torm trond of prices of primary -
commoditios on long torm economic and social planning. The solution - _
appearcd to lie in a vigorous soarch for wider markots, in tho diversification
of oxports in torms of dynamic demand in both -tho traditional and the new:
marke%s and in accelerating cconomioc dovclopmont and trade botweon Afrioan
countrios. Adequato data was ossontial for this purpose and external tradg-
was therefore a field in which a groat deal of statistical aotlvity would

bo required.



B/CN.14/113
E/cN, 14/STA£/L 23
Pago 4

12, Tho representative of the Unltod Nations Statlstlcal Offlco 1ndicatod
that the work of the Statlstlcal Comm1331on had been largﬁly concerned with
international statistical standards and that the'last Scssion had placed
emphasie on comparability and develoymont a% tho Régionel level. In the
field of international trade progress had been achlovod in bringing togother
the Standard Intornatlonal Trade Olasslflcatlon and the Bruasols Customs

. Nomenclaturo. - The: necd for a simplo cla551flcatlon for statlstlcs and ‘
customs purposces had prov1ously boeh notcd as a hasic raqulroment in davelop-'
ing Afrlcan trado statlsflcs.' The neod £or more adequate ocapital formation
statlstlcs was also strossed and, for this purposc, special Burveys were
recommended.: Input-output studlea woro suggested as a meang of improving
knowledge of the 1ntcr*relat10nsh1ps ‘of tho Sootors of the eoonomy and ss an
aid in 1mprov1ng tho accuracy of tho natlonal ‘docounts, It was pointed out -
that the Statistical Commission had clarifiocd a number of items in the UN
system of accounts which would facilitate tho adaptation. of the system for
use in Africa, Finelly, it Was hoped that.the Commission could help the .

P

statistical dovclopment of countrics by dofining the status of statisticians,
in order to- achiovc 'more satisfactory working conditions.

13t  Tﬁe representatlve of thc Food and Agrlculture Organisation of

the Unlted Natlons emphasised tho 1mportance of agricultural statistics .-
in Afrlca. It Wag necossary that statistical programmes should be linked:*
with plans for general and agricultural ‘dovolopment. Thore seemed to bé-
sone danger that agricultural statistics would not be givon sufficiaent. -
priority espocially because of excossive prooccupation with national . :
accounts. Ho statod ‘that the FAO Conferonco and FAO Regional Conferegcg
drew attontior to the importance of:doveloping suitablo survey techniques,
tho frﬁining'of'staffg uses of cenmus and survey data and to tho promotion

of food and donsumptidn-aurvoys. S o B _ o
N
14.f| Tha Conforence took noto of tha rocommendations made at tho Sevond

and Thlrd Scesions of tho nconommc ‘Commission for Africa and the Elaventh
Session of tho U.N. Statistlcal Comm1351on. It also oxpressed the hope -
that it would be possible to examine in tho course of its delibergtions

specific propoeals for joint work made by the FAO ropresentative,
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' III. Progross Roport, Statistical Survoy
' | "of Africs

Statig}idal prodloms and progross of individual oountries snd their

programmes for statistical devolopmont

L15.t Tho dalegations of all countries represented at tho Conferenco
describod the progress achieved in their statigtical serviocos in tho last
two yoars, together with difficultice encountercd and their p&ans for tho

future.

16, TFrom the discussion it was apparont that the genorel trend in
statistical dovelopmont was cncouraging. Thoro. was an incroeasing 1nterest
in‘statistidé in Africe at all lovols of govornmont and most. delegatlons

wero able t6 roport that a closc liaison had been achieved between atatistical
organizetions and bodiocs using statistics within. the structureo of their own
governments. However, in somo countrios governmont intercst in statlstlos
had beon obtained under difficult circumstancos and sevor&l delegatlons
emphasized the point that it was nccossary to antlclpate the need for:
statisticel infoymation of new kinrds in the dovoloping 900nomies of Africe

in order that domands may be mot succossfuly and promptly. '

1?. In gomo countrios cconomic roscearch for planning purposos vwas cérriod
out by the statistical officos, while in othors this function roma1n0d
aeparato from statistics. In oither caso it was clear that the contlnued
rapld dovelopmont of statistical services was essontial in order that
governments ghould be providod with the information needed for planning

PUrposcs.

18. Many countrics droéw attontion to tho structural changes whioh had
téken‘placc”in:thc coursc of tho deovelopment of thoir statistidal scfﬁioes.
'In som¢ cagog this statistical dovolopmnont and tho coordlnation of stat:atical
aotlvitxos worc under the guidanco of high lovel government commlttoosa
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19. Ono featurc of devolopment was thoe creation of permancnt survoy
organigations sometlmes ‘under the” control of - regional ‘pub=offices.
Considerable progross had boon achioved in fleld survey work, particularly
cengug and samplo BUrVOys of populatlon and agriculturc. In discussing
future programmos countrlos 1nd1¢at0¢“that they 1ntendcd-%n;expand thoir b

ing

work on houschold and other survcys. Thcso dovolopments Warb. encoira,
because at tho First Gonferonco, it had been roported that information about

the rural sectors of most countrlos' economies was lacklng, partionlarly in
respect of non-monotary transactlons. It appoarcd that most statistical

services wore¢ now paying 1ncreased attcntlon to thesé doficicnoics,

20. A numbor of countr1us reported on tho steps thcy worc taking to
simprove curront statlst1cal SOrlCS and on tho methods uscd to compile

registers of ontorprlses.nuk conszderable effort was being made to reduss tho

., - time. taken 1n pr000351ng extornal trade and othcr statiatlcs. ‘For this .

. . purpose improvumonts were belng made 1n data prOcesslng machlnery and o

e 1:.4 countrlos refcrred to tho 1ntcndod use of ¢lectronic equnpment. oo

Sy m

21, " The most.common obatacle to statlstlcal development was shortagc of
staff but it was hoped that cach country would.make all posslble efforts to

- train the nocessary staff... Other dlfflcultlos BTOBO. from lack of funds

for the statistlcal serwviccs. Somg, countrles 1nd10ated that it was not
possible to embark on exten31ve fleld programmes w1thout outside financial

aid and expresscd thc hopo that thls typo of a391stance might be ‘mado -
-available. . A number of countrles, on the other hand, r0ported ‘that their
statistical serv1cos Wcre now 1055 hlndered by flnancial problems. -In ‘goneral,
it seamed that tho support requlrad by statlstlcal ‘sorvices ‘tended t6bE

the sirongost in countrlcs which rcly hoav11y on’ dconomic plannxng.

22. . A number of countrlos had forwardod programmes for 1ong-term o

. atatlst10a1 developmont to tho ECA Seorotarlat ~ Tho Conféréhce’ ﬁxaminod

the desirability of preparlng such programmes for all countiicas - ‘% wes
suggested that tho publlcatlon of a programmo may 7o't bo desirablo imtil
government 0p1n10n is favnurably dprOBGd towards statistital dovelopment.
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T;Ms tha Fﬁrst Conferanco too much omph351s had porhaps pcen: put on deadlines

‘for' ﬁroduoing oountry programmos at a tim¢ which may nat have beor” appropriate

1-

in somé countr1es. Thoro wore various suggestiops concerning: the perisds

to Whlch stat1stlca1 dovclopmcnt programmes sbould relate.: In a fow ¢asés,

'those héd boon relatod to tho poriods on which goncral cconomic dovglopmnont

plans Were basod. : e L. um

‘.A-lu .o

23, . Tho.. Conforonco, congratulatcd:dountrics which’ had $oén ablo to mako '

long—torm programmos, snd hopod that othdr countrics would soon bo ablc

Hto make similapr plans, and that ntw plans' as woll as”rcports on progrossi  

cabithéugha aigtinotion éhould bo ostabllshod botwoonlthesc functlons

e

[T S

}gjoarxglng out programmes. would bo submittod to tho noxt Conferonccf

24. . Tho quéstion arohe” whothor tho functlon of thC.St&tlStlclan should
boiseparito £ ém' that of' tho oconomlst._ Tho genoral opinion was that, .

nevortiokoss tho''two functions mlght very well have to bo porformod by

the samé person in’ Afrlca, whore scarclty of sklllcd porsonnol mado it

almost 1mperat1vo for dircctors of statistical offlces to advise theirx

government, on mattcrs of oconomlc policy and planning. : ~In all clroumsﬁahcéé,
however, 1t was thought that tho étatlstlclan ghould always draw a cloar dibtlnot—
and the dutlcs of an cconomic adv1sor to & govornmont or director of a

plannlng offlco. 1t was furthcr stated that ovon:in cases. ¥horo countrios

Rad” onough qualified staff at th01r dlsposal to -ontrust thorddrottion of

N

the statlstlcal offlco and that of thc planning burcaucto diffefont persons,

“theso two officos ahould wqu in closo coopcration witk each other. It

appeared, 1n partlcular, that thcrc would always bou a .nudbor of spocifio

oconomlc stules (as dlstlnct from ovgrall COQnleC;&ﬂEi?ElS)LWhlGh

atatlst101ans ylth a good BTasp of cconometric metheds wowld be partlcularly

quallflod to undortake. .
A ‘ V.oan LA

25, In concluding tho revicw of countrics' rcports it was sta%éd:that the

4 L
W -

development of statistical sorvicos would undoubtoedly bo tho main concorn

of tho Conforonce for many yecars to come.



gg: ﬁ;ﬂ; £/ Lo

Lo €

26, The i repre.ent_tive st_ied thzt, in Btﬁtlstlcdl ,lvnning, attention
should be _iven to the stetus of ._ riculturc =s -t Jrenent the yn;g,cpmyq;able
- -figures relite: to commoditic: enterin, 1nto cxtcrn;l trudo. e said thot
informuation on the yaysical cepects of -briculture .6 yoor end these
deficiencies chwuld not be i,norec. ih ussess ind “the pr30151on hnd reliabtlitv
of :friosn stotistics. Txistin, sericulturzl statictics aid not meet tho
plznning requircmentz of newly indejyendent territories onc, in ya;ticglar.

the establisiment of "food 2onoc® znd the traunsitionm to more mbdéfnjfarmiha
wnd marketing methods wis dependent on reliible information. more aetailod
reoorda vare needed tuan those zvailadle from current hcusehold surveys. The
prinoiple questions needin; considerution were the igprovement of ,roduation
stutistioa, the estublishment of food consumption surveys for which an F &
prouramme hud heen “regared, the use of multi~-urposes housebold surve s in
connexion uith agriculture and the standardisation of statistical definitions.
The 7.0 felt that any discusbions by the Conference on arran;ing working
gTou;rs ‘of experts to consider the zbove problems, including the question of--
household surveys, would be most beneficial to both Fil cnd Oae &

_.gggional co-vperution for the Stetisticol Survay of rfrica
,.27¢. ~The Conference had before it documents /ch.14/5t4t/L.ll. 13 and 15
outlining the forms of Rc_ional co—oferutxon alrehdy bainb intrpdnged‘

Those were us follows: ' S
(1) short-term tcchnical assistznce,  This type of @ssxsthnce had bcon
'introduced m:inly beczusc of the difficu¢ty of f;nding experts. fop
‘specific projectsz in ccuntries at ‘the ribht time. Reglonul advisers
in variws fields vere being, appoxntec to the HC“ Secretoriat ond
-they would wvisit countries for short parzodb on reyuest io ugsist
in initieting new kroaects anc in im,rovinu cxistin, metbodc,  This
form of assistanocc was not, however, meznt as 2 substitute for: lang
term teohnical aasiatdnoe, tut a modest oomplemantary form of
- agalistence. '
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Training centros, As an initial stop throc training contros

‘wore boing sot-up on a pormanent basis at Rabat, Addis Ababa

_and Acora by the host govurnmonts in co-operation w;th Unitod

Nations in ordor to improve ithc supply of statistical staff

at various lovels (scc para 30). Thero was also an additional

“'short-torm projoct at Libreville in co-operation with the

(3)

" tho oxchange of information botwoon countrics. In 1960 a study

govermmonts of France and Gebon and anothor under discussion
with tho Central African Republic at Bangui.

8tudy tours.. Throc study tours had boon organizod to assiset

" tour covering population consis tochniques bhad boon arrangod

in Ghara. At tho end of tho Sccond Conforonco thore would be

anothér dealing with agricul tural and other survoys in Tunigia -

- and the third would takc placoe in Moroocco and U,A.R. in Octobor

(4)

e

(6)_Roproduction-and tranglation of documonts. This was sﬁggostdd ;j:

and Novomber 1961. It was hopcd that this activity would bo
furthor extonded in the futurc.

Seminars., A sominar on population consus probloms would beo

arrangcd in 1962 and it was stated that it would be pogaiblo
to hold a mooting of oxports on houschold survoys before the

ond of 1961,

Prooossing 6f'data. A mochancal procosslng unit was being

ostabllshod in Addis Ababa and nogotlatlons Wworo already
procoodlng with a fow countrios to whom asslstanoe in procosalng
might bo given. S

at tho Pirst Conforcncc and can bo undertaken so far as finanocos
and facilitics pormit. '
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28. In doscribing Rogional co-oporation in the domographic field it

was statod ‘that the 1960 world consus Programmo was an appropriato cocasion
for projects designed to makc maximum use of tho census d#fﬁ.' ﬁorithia
purpose a Rcgional Adviser on Consus and Vital Statistios had boen appointod
to tho ECA staff. Assistanco could bc givon in two ways, First, it would
bo poésiblo'to help in initiating practical work suoh.as gampl Oo. survoys

of domographic and oconomic charactoristicas, in starting or improving
continuous projocts such as vital rogistration and in estabdlishing

training facilitics for pooplc working on thoso. projoctas. In connootion
with tho lattor, rcforoncc was made to the rocont Ghana #;qining programmo
for consus tochnicians and a. similar-projoct carriod oﬁ%;ﬁ§”fho Frénbh
Governmont at Bangui. Socondly, agslstance could bo givon in dovoloping
analytical/research on domographic rosults obtalnod from censusos or othor
sourcos. It was suggcstod that. assmstanco could tako tho form of diroot
help. from ECA staff, of Rogional or sub-rogional domographlo rosoarch

centres -and of regional and national sominars.

29. A mochanical data procossing unit was boing cstablishod at tho ECA
Hoadquarters for training and domographic purposes and to gmve 3351stance
in analysing data to countrice not having facilitics of th01r own. It was
elso intended for use in the analysis of extornal trado statlstlcs of
African countrics by ECA Scerctariat (scc para 85). The damonstration and
training faC111tlos would taku the form of courscs directed towards show1ng
tho most foOCthC mochanlcal tochnlqucs avallablc for analysing populltlon
and agrlcultural consusos, housohold sSUrvoys and bradc stat1stics, as well
as tho pr000551ng of national budgotary rocords and othor data. It was
suggostod, as a first stop towards rogional couoporatlon botweon African
oountrifs in this fidld, 'tHEt & Teport should. bo propared by tho Sccrotariat
oft' dovoiopmonts in ‘datd’phocossing ir Africefi countrics for odnsideration

by the next Conference of African Statisticians.
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30, In viow of thc importancc of agricultural statistics tho Conforonco
hopod that a Rogional Adviscr on agricultural statistics would bo appointod
for Africa. Tho reprosontative of FAQ referrod to the FAO sominar on tho
uses and ovaluation of agriocultural ccensuscs and survoy data to bo hold

in Nairobi 21 August — 2 Soptomber 1561. FAO would also be collaborating
in tho study tour in Tunis, Horocco and the U.A.R. and would bo glad to
organige jointly with the ECA furthoer siudy tours in Ghana for cocos
producing countrios intcrosted in tho survoy work going on for tho gstimation

. of cocoa production.

Pochniocal Assistanco in the figld of atatistics

i1. Tho roproéenfétivo of the Unitod Nations Statistical Office describod
Unitod Nations work in this ficld ﬁhich consistcd of dircet tochnical aid to
individual countrics. For 1961-1962 the programmo invblved about 50 full-
timo statisticians and a considorablc numbor of fcollowships. Dotails woro
givon in dooument E/CN.14/Stat/L.12, which alsoc indicated the kind of
tochnical assiptance rcquesis rccoived., Tho programmo for statistical aid
was part of thce UN. gonoral Bssistanco programmo and was basod on annual
roquosts submittod by individual countrics. This aid could bo offoctivo only
if tho forcign oxports associatcd themaseclvos closoly with the work and
probloms ‘of tho countries to which thoy worc assigncd. UN  cxports wore
ofton formally deseribed as advisors but particularly in tho fiold of
statistics thoy could novorthcless undortakc excocutive tasks. Tho objeet

of tho sohome was gimply to makc scarcclrésourcos of tochnical manpowof in
-gtatistica availablc in countrics whore it was most noocdod. 'Reforoncq wés
made to another schomo, known as OPEX, undcr which an oxpert was employed
directly by thoe couniry concorncd. In this caso tho functioﬂ of tho

United Nations was limitecd to supplying a suitablc porson and supplomonting
the salary normally payablo by the governmont.  Soveral Affican countrics

had already made roquosts under this schome,

32. The Conforence discussed mothods by which the tochnical agsistanco schome
cowld bo of maximum benofit in. tho ficld of statlstlcs. It was rccognisod that
. the allocation of ficlds of activity to dlffurcnt intcrnational organlzatlons
was an ogsontial part of UN . structuro which was accepted by all countrica.

Co~ordination of these activitios thoroforc was of groat importanca,




E/CN.14/113
E/CN,14/STAT/L.23
Page 12

33, It was oloar that countrics which had recoived teghnical assistanco
expértS'had bonefitod from their work and appreciation was oxprossod for
tho offorts of tho United Nations and the Spocializod.Agﬁncios‘ih this
figld.

34. Tho Conforcnce omphasized the neod for adoquatc bricfing of cxports
before fﬁeqCOmmeanmént of their ggsignmentsgs. Such briefing required not

| only a procisc de%inition of tho task to bo performcd, but also adcquatc

background material roleting to the country whorc the work would itako place.

This type of bricfing was all the more important in tho caso of oxports

assignod for short poriods. Therc was advantage of éssociating'tho'ECA -

Scorotariat and tho rogional officés of tho spocializéd agoncics with tho

briofing of oxporta.

35. Some countrics ¢xprossod anxiety about tho control of cxports yho ,‘
did not come undor the direct authority of tho departmonts t§ which they

were assigned. It was pointced out that such difficulties could be avoided
by more caroful drafting of tho "job desoriptions' propared before cxperts
worg appointed. In addition to giving details of tho ﬁafuro of thc_workf'
to bo porformed these descriptions could zlso spocify the mothods by whioh
asgignomonts should be carried out and the authorities undor which oxperts
should oporate. ' | ’

36. Tho question was rdéised of whethor provision could be made for tho
payment of local costs (i.o. ficld cnumoration tcams, ctc.) of survoys in
spocific 6ountrics, for oxamplec, through tho rosourceos of tho United Nations
Special Fund. Thig fund was intonded to assist projects which wore pro-
requisitos to oconomic dovelopmont, but which would not nocessarily bocomo
selféfiﬁéncihg. Al though no allocations had proviously boen madce for
statistical projcots, the hope wasexprossod that tho position might

change in tho casc of projoots which could be classificd as pre-public

investmont survcys.

37. Tho Confcronce cmphasized the noccssity that governments assign a

local countorpért to ¢ach tochnical assistancc oxpert in ordcr that: tho. work
may continue aftor the ond of the oxport's assignomont. Roquiremcnts coneernin
training of 100al”counterparts should be spocifiod in the job dosexiption

of exports.
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38. The hope was cxprossod that tho United Nations would provide help.
in the form of tcohnical assistance to the oountrics of Africa on an. ..
incrcasing scalo and thcjdclegations_of‘somc newly indcpondent countries

particularly strossod the urgoeney qf their nceds.

39. Tho raproscntative of the International Labour Officc informéed tho
Conferonco of tho work of his organization. The role of ILO technical | -
asslstance was to hclp in thc development of labour statistics. A ficld
off1ce had baon establlshed in Lagos and it was hopcd that a Rogional
Labour Statistician for Africe would soom bo appeintcd. Attention was
drawn to a numbor of ILO publications and it was suggested that a sominar
on family 11v1ng studies in Afrlca would bc of wvaluo in a331st1ng the
dovolopmont of labour statistics. It was statcd that approval had boon
given for tho holding of the Tenth Intornational Conferance of Labour

Statisticians in the autumn of 1961 and invitations werc being issucd,

as economic dovolopmont procoedcd it was ncocssary that thay shou;d‘ﬁo

s baken into account when planning statistical development,

40.  The FAO roprosontative cmphasized that a spocial featuro of )
agriculturc statistics was the nccd for flgurus on a curront bas1s whlch
could only bo providod by mcans of ropoatcd surveys for which tochnlcal
assistancc waes nocessary. Such aurvoys took some time t6 doveolep and it

was thorofore desirable to commcncc systomatic work at an  carly stage.

41, The WHO roprosontative stated that thorc would bo an increase in
facilitics fof assisting countries in ficld projectz on mortality and
health stafiétics and in the availability of training courses gnd

fcllowships associated with such pro jocts.

42, Tho UNBSCO roprosentative roferrvd .to work carried out by his
organlzatlon in the fiold of cducatlonal statistics and statistical-
oducation. Tho aim was to 1mprovo comparablllty as well as the mothods
of colloctlng statistics and work in Africe had involved both Regional
saminars and missions. A fulltime Roglonal Statistician in Education
Statistics was cxpectcd to be appointod for Africa in 1963-64.
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UNESCO also had a fairly large programme in the fiold of education
itself in Africa and it was rocognizcd that statistics would have an
importamt role in respoci. of tho planning of education. - It was hoped -
that a Regional Bureau of Education would bc eatablished in Agcera.
Roforenceo waas also mado to tho contrc ostablished by UNESCO for briefing

Teohnlcal Assistance experts

43. Tho delogatlons of countrics whieh provide bilateral assistence in
the fprm of personncl, data procossing facilities and training, drow tho
attontion. of the Conforence te thig important:type of assistanco..

IV. Training and Recruitment Probloms

44. Training and rccuitmcnt problems bad boon comsiderdd at tho 'First
Conforcnco. At that time particular difficulty was roported in incroasing
tho numbor of officors in middid-iovol statistical grades. In addition,
thore was also tho problom of ‘rotaining professional staff “n tho statistical
sorvices in countrics wherc conditions of scrvice werc not sufficiently

attractivo.

45. Thosc probldms gtill rcmaincd ana, with the accolorating'ra£o of
goonomic dovclopmont in Af-ica, it was becoming urgent that addduatc
golutions should bc found, As indicatcd in documont ‘B/CN.14/STAT/L.19, ~ -
tho Exoocutive 3acrotary of uCA, with thc full support of the UN o
Statistical Officc, had psid considoratlc attontion to ,the. problem and *
had now-bocn ablo to soourc technical assistance fundé,”méking‘it‘poaSiblbk
to ombark on training prograrmcs which would bc dcv-leoped ovor a period

of ycars, I; was nceossary to reach a cloar undorstanding on the mothods -
of mooting‘training roguircments at all lcovels and to initiate tho
programmces as quickly as possible in order to alloviate tho oxisting

acuto staff shortagﬂs w:thout dolay.

46, Tralnlng was rvfor¢cd to by many couniricg.as:the most important itcm
on thgﬁggonda.of the Corforcnccand appreciation wascexpresscd for tho
offorts being made by tho Exccutive Sucrotary to improve facilitiovs,
particularly in rcspoct-of middlo-lavel staff. i SR SN
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Progress in training"activificé. middlc gradc staff

47, Tﬁdréuosinn of’middlc-lovol training had assumcdé a high degreco of
urgoney bocauso of incrcascd domands boing mado on statistical scrvicos.

In addition, tho problom was moro acutc in some countrics boecauac of tho
roplacemcnt of oxpgtrlato staff by Africans at this lovel - & proocoss whzch,
it was rocommended by the Confuronce, should be cultivated and oxtondod -
to éll countrids. It was nocessary to cstablish a numbor of training
contros to ﬁrovide thoorctical and practical coursos whoso naturc would

be dctormincd by local GOnditions. The attontion of the Conforonco was
drawn- ‘to the dstablmshMOnt of such contros at Acora, Addis Ababa, Bangui
and Abldgan. Tho flrst threu c»ntroé would oporatc as Rcgilonal training
projocts in bo—operatlon botwoon tho govornmonts concornod andé tho

Tnitcd Natlons.

48, It was hOpOd that, at.a lator stago, ocach contrc would bo ablc %o
prov1do addltlonal coursos at a highcr lovel. Such courscs would be Opon
to the moro succossful studonts at tho initial training and othors of
sufficiont standard.

49, VWhilc it was folt by somo countrivs that thoro would initially

bo somc advantagos in associating middlo-lovel training with a cortificato
aircady rocognizod outside Afri;a, many couﬁtrice woro of tho opinion that
such a progodurc would'involvc tho adoption of a syllabus unsuitod to
statistical work in Africa. The Conforconce fpcommendod that training should
be adapted to local roéuifomcnfs 0 that cortificatos awarded be accoptablo
by the govornments méking uéé of oacﬁ contro.‘ It considorod this accoptatlon
moro imporiant than tho recognltion outsidc Africa of tho cortificato
awarded, particularly in the caso of middlo-lovel staff. It was, howovar,
considorod ossontial toam as far as possibdlc at rogional standardization

of training throughout in Africa, particularly in'rospdcéxof nathematics

and statistics, This would'bo an imﬁortaht function 6f the ECA Soorotariat

in co-operation with goveinmonts.,
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5C. It was pointcd out that thc first middlo-lovel training conires,

for which dotailcd arrangomcnfé woro alrcady being discussed, wore being
ostablishod on tho initiative of the govornmonis concorncd, at a timc whon
no facilitics worc aveilablo in tho rogion. ¥hon furthor coniros wore '
to bo cstablishod in the future, however, carcful co-drdination of tho
requiroments of participating countrids would be nccded to omsurc tho
choice of the most satisfactory locations as wecll as suitablc arrangemonts.
For this purpose moctings at thc sub-rogional lovel could bo convened, if

and vhen ncecssary,'by‘fho Excecutive Scerotary of ECA.

hl. A numbor of 00untrlos montlonad tho dlfficultlos of roloaslng gorving
officcrs to take part in trainlng coursos, particularly thoso of longer
duration and thOSG affoctlng tho mor¢ sonior gradoa of middle-lovel staff.
It was fully approciated that the rosulting reduction in tho offoctive
strongth of staff in statistical officos would have an advorso offact on
ourrcnt ﬁork, but the conconsus was that training was a form of investmont
which no country could afford to noglect. It was noccssary, howevor, that
coursos should bo limitcd to the minimum poriod consistont with offcotive
training and onc suggoestion madc for achioving this was tho uso of practicai'

in-sorvicoe training to supplomont tho full-timo coursos givon at tho contros,

Progross in traznang act1v1tlos, grofoasional staff

2. The croatlon 1n Afrlca of facllltlos for the training of profosslonal

staff should bo one of thc ma jor tasks in the fiold of statistiocal trainlng
in tho ycars to comc. So far an incroasing numbor of foellowships for
training abroad had boon madc availablo to African studonts. On tho

othor hand, tho Confcronco rocommohdod that the croation of adoquatc
facilitics in Africa should be accclorated to moot the inecreoasing domand

for prof0331onal statlstlclans.

53. The Moroccan Govornmont had ostablished s training contrc at Rabat
providing courges of 2-3 yoars durgtion. . Other African governments namoly
Ghana and Sonogal had sot up profcssional training institutions in sgtatistics.
Koon intorcst was oxprosscd by a numbor of dologations in thosc schomos.

4 nunbor of Intornational Agencios including UNESCO, ISI and EBEC doclared
themsolves intorcsted in co-oporating with ECA in granting assistanco o now

profossional training institutions in Africa.



E/CN. 14/113
E/CN.14/8TAT/L.23
Pago 17

54. The mattor of compotition botwoen facilitics for training outsido
Africa on th¢ one hand and now African inetitutions on thc other hand was
discusgod., It was pointod out that it was important to lond assistance to

nowly ost&blishod institutions, mostly in tho form of lccturars.

55. It would also bo desirablc to grant followships to attract studenis
from othcr African countrics to now institutions. In this conncxion, it

was pointod out that coordination should take placc among 1ntorostod

African countriog in ordor to avoid, at lcagt at tho initial stago, a

costly duplication of faoilitics botweon nowly establishod institutions.

Tho ECA Socrotarlat should play a usoful rolc in this rasPGct and if nocos-
sary, tho Exocutivo Socrotary of ECA should call mootings of intorcstoed
countrios, Furthorﬁorc, it would be most useful to provide the next séssion
of the Conférondc with an ovorall picturc of thc domand for prof0551onal

statisticians and of facilitics avallablo in Africa.

56. Finaglly, it waé nocossary to consider tho cstablishment of rosearch
oontres for statistical work at posi-graduatc lovcl., Facilitios wore limited
at tﬁe prosent timé, but tho Exoccutive Scerotary of ECA was proparing‘proposgls
to tho BSpocial Fund for the ostablishmont of a Rcesoarch and Training Instituto
in Economic and Social Dovelopmont which would be submittcd to the Commisaioh
in February 1962. It was oxpoctod that romoarch in statistics wouid be '
undoertakon at thie Ingtitute. L roscarch contrce for démogréphy was also

belng planned by the United Nations.

5T« Tho Intornational Statistical Instituto had accumulatced valuablo
oxpeorionco in toaching statistics and its reprosontative statod that tho
Ingtituto would bo moet willing %o associatoc itsolf with thc ostablishmont
of training courscs in Africa, in ccoperation with the ECA and tho UNESCO.
A proposal could be made at the noxt ISI mobting, in accordanco with tho
views expressed by tho Conferoncc., ISI could also give assistance in
roapgct of seminars on toaching techniques, biblicgraphics and toaching
mapuals.
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58. Tho UNESCO roprcsontative omphasizod the pressing neod for crcating

in Afrieca tho nocossary facilitics to train statisticians at all lovols

and in particular at the lovol of tha first univorsity degroos. 'Concontration,
progressive devolopmont and univorsality should bo the undorlying prinoiplos
of tho ostablishmont of now institutions. UNESCO would gladly cooporato

with the ECA and othor intornational ingtitutions likec ISI in initiating
programmos designed to holp in tho dovolopment of teaching atatistics at
university lovol in Afrioca.

The status of statisticians in public sorvico and
its impasot on recruitmont

59. During a gonoral discussion on tho status of statisticians tho

prinoipal probloms arising from oxisting conditions of sorvico woro roviowod,

60. Thorc was a goncral fcoling that salarics in ppofossional statistical
grades worc low in rclation to thoso in othor branches 6f governmont éervié;s
particularly whon considorcd in comparison with somc othor tcochnical classocs.
The roasons for this appoarcd to bc tho absonco of adjustment to the starting
salarios of now roeruits who had undortakcen long poriods of training and tho
inability of small statisticel organizations to compotc succossfully against

othcer goveornmont bhodios.

61. It was also statcd by some countrics that the ontry qualifications
applicablo in thoir adminigtrative sorvicos wore inforior to thoso roguired
in tho casc of statisticians, which furthor contributcd to the disadvantagoous

pogition of tho lattcr.

62. The third principal factor rcducing tho attraction of statistlcs as a
careor was lack of promotion prospccots. It was pointcd out by sovoral »
dolegations that tcchnical officors attachcd to a small organlzatlon from o
which thoy could not casily transicr had much poorcr prospocts of prqgross;:

ing to highor posts than officors in tho much larger administrative sorvicog.

63. Whilc it was assortcd that thc choico of a statistical ceroor should rosul%
from a gonuinc intercst in tho subjcet, all dologations folt that govormmcenits
should givc duc attention to the importancc of cncouraging the dovolopsont of
thoir statistical scrviocce by croating satisfactory conditions for the

officers working in thom.
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64. Tho Conforémco rogquesicd that the following extract from the Roport-
of tho Bloventh Sofision of the UN Statistical Commission should bo brought

to tho attontibn'of“the Beonomic Commisgion for Africas

"In ﬁany aroas oondltlons of sorvices, 1nclud1ng tonuro and rcmunoration,
were not such as 16 appoal to traincd pursonnol, there tondeod to be con-
giderablc attractlonoi thosc offlcors to govornmont posts offoring bottor
conditions of cmployment ‘and to tho privatc sccior. Tho Commisaion w1shcd
particularly to stress thc nocd for strongthoned sorvicos w1th adogquatc
conditions of cmploymonty®cspdeially in tho light of the vory urgont noods
for improved siatistical sorvices in connexion with probloms of industrializa-
tion and dcvelopmont." ' ‘ o
Some'dalogatos howover draw thoe attention of the Conforonco to the fact “that
this was tho rosponsibility of cach governmont which was the solo jndgc"éf

its c¢ivil ascrvico polioy.

‘;AV. Roport on work accomplishcd at the Rogional loveol

National Accounts:

65. Tho Conferonce had bcferc it the two rcports drawn ur by tho Worklng
Groups on National Accounts whlch mct in Addls Ababa tho first in Juno

1960 to considor the troatmont of non—monotary {subsistonce) transactions
within the framowork of national acecounts (ECN.14/NAC/3), tho second in
January 1961 to considor tlLc uscs of National Accounts in Africa (B/cN, 14/NAC/4)

66. Tho Confcrenco cxpressced satisfaction with tho work accomplished by
the exports who parulclpatod in thcsc moetings and by the Sccrcotariat of tho
Economic Comm1351on for Africa, It desircd in particular to thank the
Intornatlonal Asso~1at¢on for Roscarch in Inccmc and Wealth which in . |
oonsontlng +o hold i tv first Afrlcan conforonco in Addis Ababa from January'
44H t6 January 9th 1961, groatlj contrlbutod to the succossful mooting of
tho Worklng Group on the uscs of natlonal accounts in Africa, hcld .
immodiatoly afterwards. from January 10th to 12th 1961.
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Y The Confercnco reaffirmed the importance it attached to the
contribution which tho ECA would bc oalled upen to make in futurc to

tho progross of national accounts studics in Africa. National accounts -
arc a tool indisponsablc to governmonts wishing to organizc the national
-%economy and to accolorate its development. In addition, national accounts
make 1t possiblc to includo the availablc statistical information in g
cohérﬁnt framcwork which shows up the main gaps to be fillod in the

étatistical documontgtion.

68, In ita examination of the¢ roport of tho Working Group on tho trcatmont
. of non-monetary transactions (E/CN.14/NAC/3), tho Confcronce notecd in
particular the proposal that had boon advancod with a vicw to creating in -
national agecounts a scparatc acecount for tho rural soctor (aoo paragraphs «.;
29 t0 34 .and appendix II of tho roport). Whilo rocognizing the valuc of,
tho proposal, the Confecronce fclt that for tho timo boing at loast it would
havc to bo loft to cach country to decide whothor to croato sueh a scparato
goctor in its nationél-accounts, gsuch a docizion dopending on the kind of
statistical data availeblc and on tho framowork adoptod for tho accounts. .
Several countrics indieatcd in particular tho importance which thcy attach
to tho contlnuod obsorvation of non—monotary transactions for the purposc
of socurlng aocuraoy in the moasurcmcnt of cconomic growth, and thoy felt
that mothods, EpCGlally adaptod to tho conditions of cach GOuntry, would

8%1ll havc to bec uscd for somo ycars, to obsorve those transactions whose

R

“rolativc importanco is bound to decroasc with thc progross of coonomic
dovelopmont. ;

6§. Moroovor, the Confcronco pointad out that the dofinition of e
subgistonco transactlons shown in paragraphs 4 and 35 of the roport couldl”
with advantege bo madc moro proclsc if it spocificd that it appllos to

tho *ransactlons of cconomic units in tho tradztlonal gootor of the oconomy;
and not tho modorn soctor (covering 1ntormodlato congumption and solf- |

financod invostmcnt by "modorn™ onterprisos).
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70. The Confcronce thon cxamincd the various proposals rogarding tho
working programmo of tho Becroiic Gommission for Africa as they appoarod

in paragraphs 25 — 29 of £he ropsst of tho usos of national aceounts in
Africa'(E/CN.lﬁfNAC/4);; As regards mootings to bo held, tho Conforenco,
whilo rocognizing the ugofuinecss of tho moctings rocommended in paragraph

25 of that roport, called tho attcntion. of the Socrotariat to the- importance
of ‘suitably spacing out such mcctings so. that national accounts statisticians
could take part in thom withcut disturbing by 4co froguont abscncos tho

normgl working of their statistical doparimont.

71.  The Conforcnco took duc ‘moto of thic mooting to bo organized at

Addis Ababa 1n Soptcmbo* 1961 on tho Economzc and Funot10na1 Cla551floatlon
of Govornment transactions {para. 25(2))and recommendod that partlcipatlng
countries ondoavour to 1nclL&e a natlonal accounts spoclallst 1n their

dolegaﬁlons.

72..:_Th9 Conforcnco took note of”ﬁho statoncats of the Scorotariat and

of tho roprosontativo of the IMF which indicated that thore was agrooment
in prineiplo on the dosirability of ccnvoning in Africa a working group of
experts on balanco of payments statistics. This group would undortako

to zdapt tho balanco of paymonts areusl of tho Fuhd to the noods and
conditions provalllng in Af“ﬂca. Tho w*c:_gﬂ*ck,o“*ta‘c:.ve: ¢ the Fund referred
toa meetlng with a 51m11vr PUTPLBO WJluh had bocu organized in 1951 in
R&ngoon for tho countﬂlos of tho LCAFS rogicn. Tils mooting was hold
undor tho auspices of *Ho UN uﬂC Fh*n and ECATH «hcro reopraegsentatives of
the Fund reviowod vith balanco cf P t5 $cchnicians of tho ECAFE rogion
a simplificd schedwlo fco ro;ori-ng interneiional trarsactions. The dotails
for tho proposcd mecting in Africa rogariing “ho cxazt date and flaco and‘

other arrangoments will be subjcet to fubture agrotiaiion.

13. A number of dclogatos s*'o""od thg &PDO-J3H”O thoy attachod to tho

two mootings pr0posod in tho report roforrod to atcvo., The first would bo
concornod with tho dofirition and mocsvrcment of capital forméfion and tho
second with statistical tockwiques moat anpropriaie to the colloction of basic

data roquiroed for the cciplilatior. ¢ rational accourta serice,
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On the subject of the second meeting, the Secretariat remined the Conference
that the FAQ was organizing a seminar, to be held in Nairobi in August 1961 o
on the various poesible uses of census and agricultural survey results and
that one of the items on the agenda of this meeting related precisely to
the question of using these results in drawing up national accounta.‘

T4. The Conference approved the Seoretariat's plan to convens a .
working group in 1962 to study ways of adapting the United Nations System of -
National Accounts to Afrioca's requirements. The plan was submitted by the.

Secretariat within the framework of the working group's recommendation on
the revision of the UN national accounts questionnaire (para. 26 of the
repqrt).l_The wérking group will have to draw up & set of supporting tablgs
Buffioiénfiy clear and detailed to be used as a work plaﬁ to guiderAfricah
national accountants in building up the aggregates of the standardized
accounts of the UN system from the statistical raw materizl available.

The problem of drawing up a simplified gquestionnalre on national abéounts, )
better adapted to the possibilities of African statistical departments and -
distributed by the United Nations need only be taken up in the light of
decisions reached at the working group's meeting.

T5. The Conference was informed of the plan of the Seoretarlat of the
Eoonomic Commission for Africa, for the compilation of a h&ndbook on
national statistics (papa. 27 of the Report) and the preparation of a study )
on the methodology of national accounting in Africa (para., 28 of the Report) ?
It assured the Secretariat of the support of all countries in the pre;pa.:c-a-i:.lon:f
of these publications. One country in partiocular has given notice of f"";
itsrintentibh of publishing, in the near future; its own manual of methods

in this field.

716. A training programme of national accountis statisticians waa outlined by.
the Secretariat under the heading of the recommendationa in paragraph 29
of the Report. The Conference requested that the Secretmtidt continue the' .

study of this question_and'submit specific proposals at its next session.
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Study Tour and training centrg on population

census technigques

77+ The Conference noted the work of the Secretariat in the demographic

field with particular roference to the Report of the Study Tour and Training
Centre in population census techmiques held in Accra, Chana (B/cN.14/Stat/L.14
and E/CN.14/Stat/L.l4/Add.1). Attention was &lso drawn ‘to the work carried
out by the Secretariat in connexion with the 1960 World Population Cenaus
‘Programme as well as the efforts to initiate a research and training programme

in demography.

78. The Conference welcomed the plans for providing in-service training in
demographic analysis at the regional demographic centres so that adequate

personnel would be available for such work.

79. The Conference commended the Study Tour as a useful method for providing
interchange of information in the planning and conduct of censuses and
demographic surveys. While recognizing that such an expariénce'fquld provide
essistance in the form of indicating the types of problems enOOuﬂtéfed in
census planning and the solutions adopted for them in the country where the
study tour was carried out, it was feli that the observed methodqloéy and
techniques would need modification befcre they are $ried out in other countries,
At the same time the discussions carried out in this interchange of éxperience
oould provide & valuable basis for developmnent of methods and teqhniquas more
guited to conditions in the participaiing countries. The Conference felt
there was a need for a manusl deseribing the problems of planning, conduating
and prooessing population censuses as revealod oy recent census in Africa.

The Conference recommended that national cunsus reports should oontain

detailed information on methods med and problems encowntered.

80. The Conference noted the desision of the Fconomic Commigsion for Africa
to hold & Seminar on Population Problems on Africa during 1962 in order to
assess the population problems of African countriss and to bring inte focus
needs for more research in the field of {smography because of its importance

in the formulation of economic and-gocial policies. Recognzing that this
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will be the first meeting of experts in thls field in Afrlca, the Conference
hoped that the Seminar would give guldlng llnes for determlnlg priorities

for research in this field,

ECA programme of external trade statistics

Bl. The Conference noted that the Economic Commission for Africa had laid
partioular omphasis on $rade studies at its last two sessions. This was
reflaoted in the number of resoluitions adopted on such matters as the terms
of trade of African countries, the impact ' of Suropean groupings on African
trade and the nature and extent of intra-African trade. In order 1o promote
such trade studies the Commission urged, at its third session, that "the
attention of the Second Confererce of African Statlstlclans and of the
statistical offices of all African countries . should be dlrected to improving
the standards of comparability of African trade statistics and organlzing

an 1mproved service of trade statistics in the Becretarlat "

82, Apoordlngly the Conference discussed the subject of external trade
stgtiétics and in partioularlthe problems of standardization of the ocommodity
clasaifi&ation of the African countries., It was generally felt that there
waé & great need for such standardization and for uniformity of cbndéﬁts
covera.ge and methods in Africa., 4 number o:E‘ coun‘t:ries eocj:lained the si:.eps
they were taklng to use the standard International Trade 013531f1cat10n,
Reviged ( gITCc :.) for purposes of economic statistics as well as for customs
purposes. The advantages of the single classification for both purpbsés
provided by the SITC were emphasized., That oiassification’oontained all
' the items of the 1955 Tariff Nomenclaturc (BTN) of the Brussels Customs Co-
“operation Council but erranged these items in statistical order so that they
met the needs of economic analysis. The original teriff order of the items
of the BTN  being based on traditional principles of customs clagsificaetion
was unauiteble for purposes of economic analysis.

83, One of the principal difficulties experienced by countries which bage
publication of external trade statistics solely on a customs nomenclaturs
was that the items of thé nomenclature were usually %00 numerous to permit
- the regular publication on & current basis of an analysis of the data by
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oouptfig#«éfﬁn;}giﬁ;aﬁdfdestinayion4 Frem this pointy of view the great
advﬁﬁfﬁgé;éf-tgéﬂ_SITG ' :was that”it.permifted the gruuping of items at
variéus 1§yalsv;é fhat a‘cﬁuntrylcould thus take advantage of the full
detail.wheie,it‘was of importance in the trade of a country and show only .

summarized data {at the group on section lavel) in other cames.

84. The Conference considered that African countries should undertake the
~oompilatlon of their sxternal trade statistics on the basis of the S1TC
Revised.  Some statistical services would require assistance ‘in making the
necessary changes in collaboration witk the custcma'authorities and it was
felt thatisuch,assiatance should be provided by United Nations sources,

85. The Secretariat presented a yrcgramms of processing and publication of
African trade étatistics, .This programme would be carrisd out in cooperation
with member governments and interested United Nations agencies by means of
the mechanical data,ﬁ;ooessing egulpment which is at ECA headquarters.:

The Cénferenoe‘give its‘support to this programme. '

'BCA statistical publications and Statistical Newsleiter

86. The Secretariat reporied that the collection of data for the projects
described in document E/CN.l4/Stat/LL23 was proceeGing and referred to the
Statistical Newsleiter whick was alresdy being issued. In 1962 |
additional publicuations dealing with speuific subjects would be introduced:’
A bibliography of existing information ir the statistical field was nearly
completed and =a compendlum on populatica zteitistics would be published before
the forthoomlng demographic. seminar. Similar work was intended in respect

of external trade, natlonai accounts and. In co-gperation with FAO, agricul-
tural statistics. Theee publlca iions weuld aim 8t giving a criticel assessment
of the statistical methods applied in cach subject under African cenditions,
together with a description of 4the dévaWOPment that had taken placs sinoce
1950 and some statistical series. OverlapplnT w1th other UK. publications

would be avoided as far as posszbl»

87. The bibliography of Afrlcan statustlcs resulted from a proposal made at
the Second Session of BCA. Thirty counte-os had éasisted in its compilation
end the first draf$ had just beon circulated, It was now necessary to devise
a method of keeping it up—to~date. '
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88. Two issues of the Statistical Newsletter had been circulated in 1960
and the third ilssue was noe completed. It was hoped that the Newsletter
could eventually be produced on & quarterly basis, each issme containing
a number of regular items plus information on a special topic such as
addenduss to the bibliography, news of current survsys, or of special
studies related to national accounts, planning projects, etc.

89. The discussion on ECA publications projects centred on the possibilities
of publishing technical coefficients and empirical economic parameters‘in
order to assist those working on national economic development plans.

I+ was, however, ncted that the data available as the basis for such

paramaters was often too inaccurate to provide reliable indicators.

90, Some delegations expressed anxiety about additional demands made on
“'netional statiatical organizations in obtaining information for the newrr
publications. They were assured that, as far as possible, duplication of-
requests from other international agencies would be avoided, but in the

case of exiernsl trade publications and the Statistical Newsletter, a special
effort would be required from countries if these documents were to be really
worthwhile. '

VI. Programme of work, 1961-62

Wprking Groups of experts

91. Teking into consideration the preparatory work to be carried out by
the Secretariat and the possibilities of participation by countries in the |
meetings. the Conference adopted the following programme. '

(1) In 1961, a seminar on external trade statistics and with the
' cooperation of both statistical and customs—offices, if possible.

a seminar on household surveys.

wond

(2) In 1962, three seminars dealing with industrial statistics, the
adaptation of the standard system of national accounts for use - .-

in Africa and agricultural statistics.

-7 (3) In 1963, three meetings dealing with capital formation; balancec of

pPayments and food consumption surveys in Africa as well as the
Third Conference of African Statisticians.
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- 92, - In addition to the above programme there would be a number of other

meetings which would also be of interest to statisticians. In 1961 there
would be an TAQ seminar on the use of agriculiural census and survey data
and & workshop organized by ECA on budget classification, 'In 1962 a

seminar on population problems would take place. _ -

93. It was agreed that the duration of each maatlng'would bé as short

a8 posaible and that basic documents would be prepared by the Seoretariat
before the meetings 4o further assist in reducing the time spent in
discuspiaon.

‘94, It was suggested that an atitempt should be made t6 restrict the next
Conference to & duration of ‘one week. This would requiTe that the Secretariat
receive country documents in time and circulate them in advance of the session.
.Regional co-operation for the Statistical Survey of: Afrigg -~ - - ,:.
_and other activities

95, The principal items in the programme for reglonal co—operatlon,'as
'agread by the Conference, were as follows'é .

1961. The gtudy tour in the U.A.R. and Morocoo. ' This would commence
in the U.A.R. in the second half of October and continue in
Morocco in the first half of November. The total: duration,
including discussicns, would be about one month..:Provision
hed been made for 10 partlclpants from North Afrloan countrles
:and three from West Afrlca. The progr&mme, together w1th
'quastionn&ires and other documents connectad wlth the surveys
to be examlned, would be distributed shortly. Countries
were asked to indicate the names of persons who would

rarticipate as soon as posgible.

1962, Training sctivities would constitute the principal field of
co~o2eration. Centres existed or would be organized in Rabat,
4bidjan, Bangui, Aeccra, Dakar and there were problems of co-
ordination to be solved between users and organizers of these
centres. A sub-Tegional meeting should be held to examine thess
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problems in the first half of 1962 and it was suggested . .that
Wost ‘Africa would be the most convenlent location. It would
alsc be possible to meke arrangements for a study tour in:
West Africa at the same meeoting.

Other The Secretariat would submit 8 report to fhe next Conference

- iig:vi*q'éf African Statisticiaps on requirements in respect of
R professional statistical manpower and progress made in
training at this level. It was hoped that UNESCO would be
able to co-oparative in this project. A report-shouldaalso‘
bo prepared on the development of mechanical data processing

in Africa and its possible future developmenis.

VII. Other businsss

96, Some delegations reised the question of the reprosentation. of non-
African member countries at the Confarencae, and wished to record their
desire that the next session of the Economic Commission for Africa would
solve this queéstion in sccordanco with established internatiohalAbrin¢;ples.
The Conference noted that this issue had boen t&ken up at the third éeééion
of the Eoonomic Commission for sfrica. The Conference confined itself to
noting the hope expressed by some countries that the training of Afriosan
statisticlans would be pursued vigorously so that African personnel might
participate more fully in futurs conferences of statisticians.

97. The Conference expressed its warmest appreciation to the Tunisian
Govgfnment for its hospitality and for the efficient arrangements which
had Qnébied the Conference to carry out its work sucoessfully,
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Monbers of Commission - Membrss de la Commission

CAMEROON

A, ESSOME, statisticien
Service de¢ la astatistigue

J.M. CALLIES, statisticion
Servize do la statistique

CONGO (Leopoldville) .
r ‘A. NZDZA, atatisticien
Service des Statistique du Gouvernsment Central

A. VESSZ, statistician, expert des Natione Unies au Congo
DAHOMEY ARG IRRAE
P. GILLQOT, statisticien :
Direction dos Statistiques

I.S. OGOUMA, statisticien.

FRANCE o
A. FICATIZR, statisticien, Adminiatrateur & 1'Institut
‘National de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques
P. SOUBIE, Administratour & 1'Institut National de la
Statistique ot des Btudes Economiques
GHANA . .
:B.N. OMABOE, Government Statistician
Central Bureau of Statistics
P.As BOYE, Statistics Officer
Central Bureau of Statistics
GUINEA
GUINEE © . :'da. S
M. BALDE, Directour de la planification
T;IGQNDB, statisticien
JVORY COQAST

COTT D'IVOIRE S :
P. MICHAUD, Direcctecur des Statistiques



LIBERIA

LIBYA
LIBYE

MADAGASCAR

MALI

MOROCCO
MAROC

HIGER

NICERYA .

PORTUGAL

H.W. YAIDOO, Deputy Census Commisaioner in charge of
operations, Bureau of Eoonomie Research and Statistlos

A.ZOGENI, Deputy Director, Central Statistios Office

M, DAJANT, UN Statistical Advisor
A, SAKTZLY, Resesarch Officer, National Bank

A. NMULLIER, chef du Service Statistique et des
Etudes Socio-éoonomiques

J. RAJAONARIVONY, statistioion de la République Malgeohe

A. SERRE, Chef du Service Statistique
Y. DIAKITZ, Administrateur INSEE

M. GOULIBALY, Statiaticien

A, JALAL, Chef du Service Central des Statistliques

A, BUNSQUDA, Ingenieur des Travaux Statistiques
G. SICARD de SATLLY, Chef du Servics Statiatique
M.L, ADFDAYO, Aoting Assistant Chiof Statistioian,

Faderal Office of Statistics

E.A: ANYANWU, Asasistant Secretary,
Minigtry of Finanoe

C.N, ISONG, Secrctary, Contral Bank
N, MORGADQ, Chef de Délégation, x
Direotour Général do l‘Eoonomle {Ministdxre d‘Oufra—Mer)

B. de CARVALHO, Ingénieur agronome
Mission 4'Thquéie Agricole

D.G. TEIXEIRA, fonotionnaire publique
Départoment de la Statistique Générale



SENEGAL

SIERRA LEONE

SUDAN
SOUDAN

TUNISIA
TUNISIE

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC
REPUBLIQUE ARABE UNIE

URITED KINGDOM
ROYAUMZ UNI

4.

L.

W

K.

3.

H.

4.

Bia, Becnomtste,
Secrétaire de la Commission du Plan

VERRIERE, Chef du Service Statistique

GREENWOOD,; Census Coordinator

" A.O. ISHAG, Director of Statistios,

Department of Statistiocs

El, BUSHART, Jnr, Statistiocian

BAHROUN, Chef du Servico des statistiques

BIN AMOR, Administrateur des Statistiques
Service des Statistiques

KAMOUN, Administratesur dce Statistiquoes

- Service des Statistiques

c.

M.

TARIFA, Adminigtrateur
BZN AISSA, Secrétaire 4'Ambassade
BN KHEﬁER;-Administrateur du Gouvernement,

Secrétariat d'Etat & la Santé Publique ot aux
Affaires Sociales

LI KHOUDARY, Controller General Census departmsnt
H. YASIN, Controller, Central Ministry of Economy

AL AK.::L, Dircctor, Sconomic Statistic Demascus

W.F. SEARLE, Chief Statistician

Colonial Office
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Asgociato Members -~ Momhres Assooiés

FEDERATION OF REODESIA
and NYASALAND .
FEDERATION DE RIODESIE . ‘ |
ot NYASSATAND SR S

F.T. RUSSELL, Director
. Central Statistical Office

KENYA & ZANZIBAR

P.M. REFS, Director
Boonomics and Statistics Uivipion

TANGANYIKA

" S.4, GRANVILLE, Chief
Eoononist Statistician
D.C. UPTCN, Deputy
Government Statistician
UGANDA

QUGANDA
o D.A. LURY, Government Statistiodlan



-5 -

- . ORGANISATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
ORGANISATION DiS NATIONS UNIES

STATISTICAL OFFICE
BUREAU DE STATISTIQUE -

- P.J. LOFTUS; Doputy Dirocctor,
UN Statistical Office

SPECIALIZZD AGEINCIES
INSTITUTIONS SPECIALISEES DuS NATIONS UNIES

FOOD AND AGRICULTURS ORGANISATION (FAO)
ORGANISATION DLS NATIONS UNIS POUR :
L'ALTMENTATION ET L'AGRICULTURE

P.SH&RMAN, Doputy Dircctor Statistics DlViSiOD L

S. ZARKOVIC, Chicf Mothodology Branch, Statistiocs

. D1v131on. i

K.K.P.N. RAO, Chicf, Food Consumption and Flanning
Branch. -

S. MAZUMDAR, FAO Rogional Statistician for Afrioa o

T, SHIMURA, FAO Statistician in Somalia : o
OLIVEIRA, FAO Statistician in Tunisia

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE (ILO)
BURGAU INTLRNATIONAL DU TRAVAIL (BIT)

H.E. RILEY, Chicf Statistician
H. WOLL, Export du BIT on Tunieio

INTZRNATIONAL MONITARY FUND (IMF)
FONDS MONnTAIRL INT..RNATIONAL (FMI)

U TUN WAI, Chlvf Statlstlcs D1v1sion
USITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND
CULTURAL ORGANISATION (UNESCO)
ORGANISATION D.S NATIONS UNIES POUR L! EDUCATION,-
LA SCIENCE LT La CULTURE
B.A. LIU, Chiuf Statistical Division

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE (OMS)

J. NIELSEN, Statistician
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UNITED NATIONS MEMBERS — MiMBERS DES NATIONS UNIES

UNITuD STAT..S OF AMLRICA
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE

R. BOWiAN, Assistant Dircctor
Burcau of Budgot - Ex, Officc Prosidcent

C.L. DSDRICK, dhiof, Intornational Statistical Programe Offico
U.3. Burcau of the Consus

INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANTZATIONS
ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES

COMMISSION FOR TEGHNICAL COOPRATION IN AFRICA
SOUTH OF THE SAHARA (CCTA/CS4)

COMMISSION DB iCOOPERATION -TECHNIQUE EN AFRIQUE
AU SUD DU ‘SABARA - -

C.J. MARTIFN, Statistical Adviscr to E. Africa

LEAGUE OF:ARAF STATES i
LIGUE DES ETATS ARABES -

M.A, NAMAZT, Supcrvisor Economic Dopartment

OBSERVERS - OBSERVATEURS

INTLCRNATIONAL STATISTICAL INSTITUTE
INSTITOT INTLRNATIONAL DL STATISTIQUE

G. GOUDSWAARD, Sccrotary—Gcnorél
F. EL KHURT, Dircctour, Ccntrc Intornational d'enascignomont
dc la Statistique & Beyrouth

EURQPEAN ECONGHMIC CCMMUNITY
COMMUNAUTE ECONONIQUE EUROPEERNNE-

V. PAR&TTO, Officc dc Statistique
J. REYNIiR, Formetion




L] _7"'

SECRETARIAT

e LT LT

-1

Attonding - ﬁssiétant pux réunions

Mokki ABBAS, IZxocutive Sceretary, ECA
Scerétoir: exécutif, CEA

J. ROYER, Scorotary of the Conforance
Scerctaire de la Conféronco

P. BERTHBT, Stotistician, BCA
Statisticicn, CEA
¥. BOOKER, Statistician, ECA-
' Statisticicn, CEA
G.5. A, LA.BDNER, EQOnomlst, EGA
"Leononmistc, CEA ¢
B.S. MAHAJAN, Statistician, BCA
Statisticion, CEA
P.S. MENON, Domographor, ECA
Démographe, CBA Lol
K. OFSTAD, Statietician, ECA- '
. Statisticion, CES - S
J. CAUSSE, UN Dircctor of Studics, Rabat Contre (Morocce)

Diroctcur des 3tudos, (Nations Unics)
Centrc dc Rabat (Maroc)

R.R. OSWALD, UN Diroctor, Achimota Contre, (Ghana)
Dircetcur (Natione Unios) du Centro d'Achimota (Ghana)

B. EL T4WIL, UN Dircctor, Addis Ababa Contre (Bthiopia)
Diroctour {Nations Uniocs) Centre d'Addis-Abéba
(Bthiopic)

J.J. PARROW, Taochniesal Assistance Zxpert, EKhartoum;
Expert Assistaonce Tochnique, {Khartoum

G.F. JACOBSSON, Regional Advisor in Statistice, ECA
Conseiller Régional pour la Statistique CEA



Sorvicing ~ Collaborateurs

Mmo MAOUIA, Registration, Nztional Office of Tourism
Enrogistrcment, Office National du Tourisme

Mlle F., ISSAFI, Hostcss/hdtcsso
Mile J. SALLI, Hostess/hétosso

M. SLAHEDDINE GHOB=NTENI, Documonts
M.N. LAKHQUA, Rocoption-Accuoil

R.P. SCHWARZ, Translator/Traductiur

M. QUIGLEY, Assistant Translator/Traductour—ada01nt
Mmo A. BERNASCONI, Intorprotor/Interprdte

Mile D. GREZE, Intorpretor/Intorprdte

Mlle C. MARDEN, Intorpretcr/Intorprdte

M. NEHMERT,. Interproter/lntérpréte
Mme S. LOPEZ, Socrotary/Secretalre
Mllo H. LANG—STEVHNSON, Secrotary/Secretalre
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Annex II

AGENDA
Opening asddressses
mlection of Chairman and Vice~Chairman
Adoption of agenda
Deliberations of UN Economic Commimsion for Africa and
UN Statistical Commission.
a) Matters arising from 2nd and 3rd sessiona of ECA
b) " " " 11th session of Statistioal Commission
Progress Report, Statistical Survey of Africa
a) Statistical problems and progress of individual countries and
their programmes for statistical development
b) Regional co-operation for tho Statistical Survey of Africa
¢) Techniocal assistanco in tho field of statistics
Training and reecruitment probloms
a) Progreoss in training activities
b) The status of statisticians in public service and its impact on

recruitment
Report on work accomplished at the regional level

a)} Working groups on subsistence transactions and on tho use of
national accounts

b) Study tour and training centre on population census techniques

¢) ECA programme of external trade stotistiocs

4) ECA statistical publications and statistical Newsletter

Programne of work 1961-63

&) Working groups of experts

b) Regional co—operation for Statistical Survey

¢) Other activities

Other buginess

Adoption of report





