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A. Attendance and organization of work

1. The sixteenth meeting of the Africa Regional Coordinating Committee for the

Integration of Women in Development (ARCC) took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,

from 20 to 22 April 1995.

2. The meeting was officially opened by Her Excellency Woizero Tadelech Haile

Mickael, Minister in charge of Women's Affairs in the Office of the Prime Minister of

the Transitional Government of Ethiopia and a Statement was made by Mr. M.D. Sarr,

Acting Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa.

3. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following member States,

members of ARCC: Algeria, Burundi, Congo, Namibia, the Niger, Rwanda, Tunisia,

Uganda and Zambia.

4. Observers from the following member States of the Commission were present:

Angola, Chad, C6te d'lvoire, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Kenya, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,

Mauritius, Togo, the Sudan, Swaziland, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zimbabwe.

5 The following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were represented:

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), Office of the United

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), International Labour Organisation

(ILO), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and World Health

Organization (WHO).

6. Observers were present from the following organizations: Common Market for

Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), Ethiopian Association of Women

Entrepreneurs, (EWEA) and Regional Focal Field-Level Institution for East Africa

(RFFI)-Kampala (Uganda).

7. The bureau of the ARCC was retained for a further term.

8. In the absence of the ARCC President (Nigeria) and Vice-President (Central

African Republic), ARCC members decided, after consultations, to elect Mrs. Aissata

Kane, ARCC resource person, to chair the meeting. The committee decided that the

meeting should be conducted by two officers, namely:

Chairperson: Mrs. Aissata Kane

Rapporteur: Mrs. Joyce Onek, Uganda

B. Agenda

9. The meeting adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening of the meeting.
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2. Election of officers.

3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

4. General debate and statements:

(a) Report on the activities of the ECA women in development
programme during the period April 1994 to April 1995;

(b) Statements from member States and observers.

5. Report on the thirty-ninth session of the Commission on the Status of
Women.

6. Report on the fifth African Regional Conference on Women (1994)

preparatory to the fourth World Conference on Women (1995).

7. Review of the guidelines on the implementation of the African Platform
for Action.

8. Consideration of the draft Global Platform for Action.

9. Progress report on the economic empowerment of women through the

African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs and the African bank for
women.

10. Any other business.

11. Adoption of the report.

12. Closure of the meeting.

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening addresses

10. In welcoming participants, H.E. W/o Tadeiech Haile Mickael, Minister in charge
of Women's Affairs of Ethiopia, pointed out that the sixteenth meeting of ARCC was
opportune, seeing that it was taking place at a time when the world was preparing for

the fourth World Conference on Women, a meeting which will allow women to evaluate
the achievements of the past ten years with respect to the advancement of their status.

11. The fifth African Regional Conference on Women had shown that the status of
the African woman had made little improvement, due to the prevailing abject poverty
and absence of peace on the continent. At that conference, African women had set
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their goals and designed strategies for overcoming the problems which they had

identified.

12. She acknowledged that, unlike ten years back, women were now more aware

about their status and, in particular, that of rural women; gender issues were now

receiving more attention from governments and were being integrated into government

programmes and plans.

13. She cited the Ethiopian experience in which the democratization process had led

to the full participation of women in all social, economic and political activities and to

the recognition of gender issues. She added that the theme of the World Conference:

Action for Equality, Development and Peace, was a principle that had attained full

meaning among Ethiopian women and African women in general.

14. The Minister concluded by wishing the meeting success and the participants an

enjoyable stay in Addis Ababa.

15. In his statement, Mr. M.D. Sarr, Acting Executive Secretary of ECA, expressed

his immense pleasure in welcoming participants to Addis Ababa, headquarters of the

Commission, and further expressed his gratitude to H.E. W/o Tadelech for taking part

in the opening ceremony of the meeting. He pointed out that the Minister's presence

was a testimony of the total commitment of the Transitional Government to the

emancipation of African women and to ensuring that women play their full and vital role

in the economic and social development of Africa.

16 He continued that the sixteenth meeting of ARCC had a two-fold relevance.

Firstly, it was taking place at a time when Africa had taken a common stand on the role

of the African woman in all aspects of society, a stand which was illustrated in the

African Platform for Action adopted by the fifth African Regional Conference on

Women, held in Dakar, Senegal, from 16 to 23 November 1994. Secondly, the meeting

was taking place at a time when Africa should provide its contribution to the draft

Global Platform for Action which was submitted to the thirty-ninth session of the

Commission on the Status of Women as part of the preparation for the fourth World

Conference on Women.

17. The ARCC, he pointed out, had been instrumental in the preparatory activities

leading to the formulation of the African Platform for Action since, at its fifteenth

meeting, it had recommended that Africa should come up with its own structure for its

platform so as to focus on the most critical areas of concern for the advancement of

African women. As a result, 11 critical areas of concern had been identified through

concerted regional, subregional and national efforts. The Platform was a realistic

document based on an objective evaluation of the shortfalls and achievements of

previous programmes and contained practical proposals for action to achieve sustainable

development with a better quality of life for women with redefined and strengthened

roles in African society.

18. As the recommendations for follow-up had identified the ARCC as the regional

mechanism for coordination, monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the
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Platform for Action, he expressed the hope that the meeting's deliberations would focus

on the modalities for the follow-up and monitoring, including review of the effectiveness

of international support. Such modalities should also relate to how the ARCC could

assist in the implementation process.

19. The Acting Executive Secretary expressed his confidence that, in preparation for

Beijing, the meeting would undertake a comprehensive analysis of the draft Global

Platform for Action and would provide the necessary inputs and amendments, so as to

reflect adequately the concerns of the region, bearing in mind that the African Platform

for Action should be seen as the regional component of the Global Platform for Action.

20. He stressed that important global events and their outcomes, in particular the

Cairo International Conference on Population and Development and the Copenhagen

World Summit for Social Development, were relevant to the preparations for the World

Conference on Women, as women and children were at the core of the deliberations in

those events. He was therefore confident that the ARCC was well-equipped for its task.

General debate and statements: Report on the activities of the women in development

programme during the period April 1994 to April 1995 [agenda item 4(a)]

21. Under this agenda item, the representative of the ECA secretariat presented

document E/ECA/ACW/ARCC.XVI/95/3 on activities undertaken by ECA with regard

to the integration of women in development from April 1994 to April 1995. The report

focused on the implementation of resolutions of the Conference of Ministers and other

activities of the ECA work programme.

22. As a follow up to resolution 791 (XXIX) of the ECA Conference of Ministers

entitled "Change of the name of the African Training and Research Centre (ATRCW)

to the "African Centre for Women (ACW)", a new brochure defining ACW objectives

and its expanded role had been produced and disseminated widely. The extended scope

of activities of the Centre was also reflected in the work programme of the 1996-1997

biennium. With regard to the implementation of resolution 792 (XXIX) entitled "An

integrated approach to women's empowerment" and implementation of the Kampala

Action Plan on Women and Peace, concerns of the resolution about peace and violations

of women's human rights were fully covered by actions proposed in the African Platform

for Action (APA). The economic empowerment of women was addressed through

continued assistance to the African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs (AFWE) as

well as through an Expert Group Meeting organized by ECA in Kampala, Uganda in

August 1994. The Expert Meeting recommended that a privately owned regional

financial institution be established with branches at the national level. The name

recommended for the bank was "Afrika Women's Bank (AWB)".

23. It was further noted that ACW and other ECA divisions had undertaken a

number of other missions and activities under their work programme.

24. The ECA representative concluded by informing participants that in collaboration

with OAU and ADB, ECA would initiate programmes on the implementation of the

Platform for the review of ARCC.
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25. In the ensuing discussion, participants congratulated the ACW for its report but

sought clarification on meetings of francophone countries held in Mauritania in 1994; on

the legal personality of the ACW; the relationship between ACW and ECA, as well as

on the working relationship between OAU and ECA. In response to the questions, it

was noted that two meetings were organized in Nouakchott, Mauritania, on 28 -30 June

1994 and 1 to 5 July 1994 by the Comite Scientifique "Femmes et Developpement" and

the ACCT respectively, but ACW participated in only the first one. The Chief of ACW

further explained that ACW was an integral part of ECA but had specific responsibility

for women's affairs. She pointed out that only activities undertaken jointly with OAU

were mentioned in the report. Otherwise OAU carried out its own activities and

collaborated with ECA and other agencies whenever required.

Statements from member States and observers [agenda item 4(b)]

26. In her statement, the representative of Burundi said that Burundi had been

experiencing socio-political crisis since 1993. Despite these difficulties, the women of

Burundi remained convinced that they had a determinant role to play in all areas,

especially in the maintenance of peace and they had come together so that their voices

would be heard. Thus, associations of women for peace, solidarity and non-violence had
come into being.

27. With regard to preparations for the Fourth World Conference in Beijing, the

country had prepared a National Report with financial assistance from UNDP.

Currently, it was realized that the report did not discuss the situation of women during

the crisis, although they were the first victims of the tragedy. A survey was therefore

being conducted for data collection on the impact of the crisis on the situation of women.

The survey results would then be inserted into the National Report.

28. A Committee composed of representatives of Ministries and NGOs was

established in March 1995 to prepare for the Conference in Beijing. The main objectives

of the Committee were to sensitize decision-makers and the public about the African

Platform for Action and to mobilize funds to allow Burundese women to participate in

Beijing. The problem the country was facing was that of the accreditation of NGOs,

because of lack of information due to the crisis the country had experienced. The

Burundese delegation said it was sure that with the support of the African Centre for

Women (ACW) and other development partners, these problems would be overcome.

29. The representative of Mauritius outlined efforts being made to advance the status

of women and establish an effective national machinery headed by a woman minister.

She outlined the achievements of her country in the advancement of women. A white

paper had been prepared which contained actions recommended for fuller integration

of women. This white paper reflected some of those actions contained in the African

Platform for Action. A preparatory committee had been set up and representatives had
been sent to Dakar and to New York PrepCom meeting.

30. The representative of Rwanda stated that her country was undergoing a process

of physical and psychosocial recovery since the end of war and genocide in July 1994.

The massacres, war and genocide claimed over 1 million lives. These included men,
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women and children of all walks of life. However, it is obvious that Rwandese women

had the biggest share of this world tragedy. Presently, most Rwandese women were

widows, many with all their children dead. The lucky ones had orphans whom they were

finding very difficult to feed, clothe and educate.

31. Despite all these problems and apparently helpless situation, the women had

responded to the call by the Ministry of Family and Women Development which had

mobilized women through the media, meetings, workshops at all levels so as to enable

them to reconstruct their lives. Women were undertaking development projects, holding

concerts to raise funds to support their orphans and trying to re-build their houses that

had been destroyed. Local women, NGOs and associations were also actively working

to bring Rwandese women back on the road of development. Such endeavour were

seeking to promote peace based on justice and reconciliation as a precondition to

development - Women were taking a lead.

32. The representative from Swaziland informed the meeting that a National Steering

Committee had been established in 1993. It was concerned with women's issues and

aimed to set up an appropriate national machinery for coordination. The Steering

Committee wrote the National Report on the status of Swazi women since the Nairobi

Conference with UNDP's assistance. Several workshops were held by NGOs to sensitize

women. A national policy on women was currently under preparation.

33. Preparations for Beijing would include sensitization workshops for the Cabinet,

Parliamentarians and traditional leaders on the 11 critical areas of the African Platform

for Action. A fund-raising committee had been set up to raise funds for women to

participate at Beijing. In addition, UNFPA was currently providing a consultant to train

national statisticians on how to gender-disaggregate data for end-users.

34. In her statement, the representative of Togo reported that despite the socio

political strife experienced by her country from 1990 to 1993, a national preparatory

committee for the Regional and World Conferences on Women had been set up in

December 1993. The Committee, divided into six subcommittees, had proceeded with

the collection of data and the drafting of the national report. Some seminars had been

organized with the assistance of UNDP. Prior to the summary of the proceedings of the

subcommittees, the Committee had sent out delegations to the various regions of the

country to sensitize the rural women and assess their requirements. Several radio

programmes had been produced to that effect.

35. Furthermore, Togo had taken part in the regional and subregional preparatory

meetings such as the one organized in Nouakchott, Mauritania, and thereafter produced

two video cassettes, one on savings and credit with the financial assistance of ACDI

(SOCODEVI) and the other on rural day-care centres with the assistance of UNICEF.

Togo had participated in the Dakar Conference proceedings under the NGO Forum and

in the conference proper thanks to the combined efforts of the Togolese Government,

UNDP, UNFPA, the French Ministry of Cooperation and other partners. After the

regional conference, the committee had continued with its activities, conducting an

operational study which had led to the formulation of a policy for the advancement of
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women in Togo and the drafting of a triennial plan of action based on the priorities laid

down in the African Platform for Action.

36. Currently, the national committee's major concern was the mobilization of

financial resources from various organizations and friendly countries to sponsor the

official government and NGO delegations to the world conference.

37. The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) (formerly

PTA) representative stressed her organization's recognition that women's involvement

was critical in all sectors. She said no development programme could have much impact

without the integration of women. The PTA had formed the Federation of National

Associations of Women in Business in Eastern and Southern Africa (FEMCOM) in

Harare, in 1993, with 16 member countries from Eastern and Southern Africa.

FEMCOM had participated at Dakar and in COMESA's Policy Organs Meeting in 1994

in Lilongwe. FEMCOM held its first General Assembly meeting in Nairobi in 1994

where it adopted a common position on the needs of women entrepreneurs. The main

issues included, the need for increasing concrete government support for women's access

to credit, facilitation of cross-border trade, recognition of CEDAW and the need to

review discriminatory law against women, especially inheritance laws. She urged the

various subregional organizations to work together to have a common position in Beijing

and added that dissemination of information to participants was needed as quickly as

possible.

38. COMESA took the floor later in the discussion to stress the need for coordination

of the various agencies and for inclusion of non-United Nations subregional and regional

agencies such as COMESA, which was the only one at the ARCC meeting. It was

agreed that other such institutions could have also attended as observers including

ECOWAS, ADB, etc.

39. The UNEP representative stressed UNEP's focus on environment and sustainable

development and women's contribution to management and protection of natural

resources. She said that UNEP was preparing for Beijing and had attended and made

contributions at all the regional preparatory meetings including the fifth African Regional

Conference in Dakar. After the Dakar Conference, UNEP organized an international

seminar in Nairobi from 10 - 13 April 1995 which brought together participants from its

six regional offices, international and subregional organizations and NGOs. The

objective of the meeting was to coordinate the recommendations from its six regional

offices; to inform participants about UNEP's policy on women, environment and

sustainable development, and to prepare the participants for effective participation in the

Beijing Conference.

40. The UNIDO representative pointed out that UNIDO's international, inter-

divisional Task Force had endorsed the organization's support policies for Beijing and

its focus on global industrial development, change and progress, including the economic

empowerment of women. Its policies and strategies were aimed at integrating women

to contribute to and benefit from mainstream activities, including self-employment and

access to resources, employment, markets, etc. UNIDO had also prepared substantive

documents and audio-visual materials on women's activities which were available to other
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organizations and would participate in a "Women and Employment" panel discussion
planned for Beijing.

41. The UNDP-SOMALIA representative briefly stated that as there was no
government in Somalia, no government official was attending the meeting. The UNDP-

Somalia had encouraged Somali women to form an umbrella organization of women's
organizations. A series of workshops was being organized and one woman from each

area was being recruited to take care of preparations before, during and after Beijing.

42. The ILO representative briefly summarized her organization's focus on women's
advancement in terms of work. In this case, the objectives were:

(a) To analyze the impact of socio-economic restructuring policies and
programmes of the employment, training and working conditions and poverty of women
workers in African countries.

(b) To help governments to identify coherent integrated strategies for
promoting gender equality in employment, training and working conditions and for
poverty alleviation.

43. She said that ILO operated at national, regional and International levels to
promote the rights of women's workers. The major relevant ILO international labour

standards were: convention 100 for equal remuneration in the work place Convention

156 for women's workers with family responsibility and Convention 111 to eliminate
discrimination and promote equality of opportunity and treatment between women and

men workers. The ILO and its constituents were fully aware that there was still much

to be done to ensure that the mainstreaming of gender concerns took place effectively
in day-to-day work.

44. ^ ILO had assisted its member States with preparation of national reports and with

the implementation of their national agendas. The organisation had attended and

participated in the various regional preparatory meeting and had presented the paper on
the problem of women's access to employment, at the Dakar Conference.

45. The UNESCO representative congratulated the ACW for excellent coordination
and documentation for the present ARCC meeting and stressed UNESCO's commitment

to women activities. He said that the UNESCO Director-General was chairman of the

Consultative Committee on Women which was coordinating policy and gender-sensitive
monitoring of preparations for Beijing. It would also be lead agency for providing
substantive technical inputs on education, science and technology and culture at the
Beijing Conference. He said that UNESCO's budgets for 1994-1995 and 1996-2000 had
allocated substantial resources for increasing equality in the status of women, with
particular focus on the education of girls and women, literacy and technical and
vocational skills. The budget for 1996-2000 also embraced the role of women in higher
education as without such levels of education women could not compete, especially in
science and technology. UNESCO planned to increase training of women in research
skills, specialized computer science programmes, architecture, archaeology, fine arts and
communications and would establish increased cooperation between women from the
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North and the South. The organization also planned to focus on women media

professionals and their access to positions of responsibility and the latest informatics

technology.

46. The representative pledged UNESCO's support for funding activities for Beijing

and beyond. He also noted the work of UNESCO's WID unit and the expanding

opportunities for women in terms of fellowships, scholarships and special projects funds.

He concluded by reminding the meeting that all donors would consider and approve

more promptly those projects with strong elements for supporting women's causes.

47. Members of the floor commented on the terminology "girls and women" and on

the new stress on gender and on women quotas.

48. The UNEP representative endorsed UNESCO's statement and added that,

increasingly, agencies were launching joint programmes and/or approaches. She

mentioned a joint UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO programme for environment, population

and development targets, which was an outcome of UNCED's Agenda 21 and the call

for inter-agency collaboration for global objectives. She said such an approach could

channel funds to women activities without calling for programmes for women per se.

49. The statement sent by WHO stressed that violence affected women even more

during situations of conflict and war. Women were often subjected to the most

degrading treatment, including torture and rape at the hands of the aggressors. It was

estimated that 75 per cent of the world's 18 million refugees were women and girls -

most of them exposed to poor nutrition, illness and violence.

50. One of the tragedies of 1995 was the persistent denial of education to many

women, and the relationship this had to disease and health conditions that affected

women. Not only was there the inability to read and write but also the denial of

information pertinent to an understanding by women of how their bodies functioned, and

how they could prevent diseases and protect themselves. This was one of the most

pernicious factors leading to harmful practices perpetuated by women themselves. Some

of these health-damaging behaviours spanned from childhood to old age and included

food taboos at various stages in the life of a girl or woman and, harmful practices during

pregnancy, delivery and care of the newborn.

51. The statement concluded by pointing out that educating women and giving them

access to information helped them to overcome the tragic spiral of ill-health, poverty and

social disintegration.

52. Participants expressed concern about the overall organization and inter-agency

coordination of the Dakar Regional Conference where over 5000 women had

participated. It was agreed however that women's meetings always received negative

criticism, although a positive achievement of Dakar had been the African Platform for

Action. The business exchanges criticized by some representatives had been planned as

part of the programme and had promoted exchanges among women entrepreneurs.

However, the next such occasion would place less emphasis on secondary trade and
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cultural activities. It was further confirmed that inter-agency coordination at the
international level had already been established for Beijing.

Report on the thirtv-ninth session of the Commission on the Status of Women (agenda
item 5) ~ " &

53. The ECA representative reported that the thirty-ninth session of the Commission
on the Status of Women was held at New York from 15 March to 7 April 1995. It was
preceded by a meeting of the NGOs and the Ad hoc Inter-Agency Meeting on Women
She gave an overview of the role and the composition of the Commission which was the
preparatory body for the meeting. The meeting was well attended by member States of
the Commission as well as by observers, NGOs, United Nations agencies, IGOs and
other organizations. The Commission was composed of 45 members, including thirteen
African member States: Algeria, Angola, Congo, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Kenya, Libyan
Arab Jamahinya, Madagascar, Namibia, the Sudan, Togo, Tunisia and Zambia.

54. The ECA representative observed that the Commission addressed issues related
to the critical areas identified in the Global Platform for Action such as peace and
conflict resolution, violence against women and economic empowerment. The Global
Platform for Action contained eleven critical areas of concern which would be discussed
under agenda item 7.

55. It was pointed out that in the process of the Commission's review of the Platform
inputs and amendments were made collectively by the European Union, the group of 77
as well as by individual countries. The African group introduced the section on "the girl
child" as another critical area and a resolution on the role of rural women agriculture
and food security.

56. Problems encountered in the review of the Platform included the difficulty to
reach consensus because of the diversity of ideas and amendments emanating from
various groups. In the process, sentences from the text were put in brackets for further

review and the Commission was not able to remove the brackets by the end of the
meeting. This would have to be finalized in Beijing. In this regard, the ECA was
planning to hold a regional consultation (forum) in June 1995 in Kampala, with African
women leaders who would be attending the fourth World Conference in Beijing.

57. Concerning the fourth World Conference on Women, the objectives were noted
to be:

(a) To review and appraise the advancement of women since 1985;

(b) To mobilize women and men at both the policy-making and grassroots
levels to achieve those objectives;

(c) To adopt a "Global Platform for Action", concentrating on some of the key
issues identified as representing a fundamental obstacle to the advancement of the
majority of women in the world, including elements relating to awareness-raising,
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decision-making, literacy, poverty, health, violence, national machinery, refugees and

technology; and

(d) To determine the priorities to be followed in 1996-2001 for implementation

of the strategies within the United Nations systems.

58. It was further pointed out that the venue for the NGO Forum on Women

scheduled to be held from 30 August to 8 September 1995 was originally to be the

Beijing Workers Sports Services Centre situated about 20 minutes from the site of the

official Conference. Negotiations were still underway for a new site. "Look at the World

through Women's Eyes" would be the overall theme of the NGO Forum on Women, in

which about 30,000 people were expected to participate.

59. However, there would be restricted entry to the main Conference. NGOs having

consultative status with the United Nations would automatically be eligible to attend.

Governments had also been invited to include NGOs in their delegations. The NGO

Forum was being planned and organized by an NGO Forum Facilitating Committee

established by the Conference of NGOs in consultative status with the Economic and

Social Council of the United Nations.

60. As registration procedure, each individual, regardless of organization affiliation,

who wished to attend the Forum in Beijing had to register individually by 30 April 1995.

Representatives of NGOs'accredited to the fourth World Conference had to register for

the Forum separately if they wished to have access to the Forum. Similarly, registration

for the Forum did not give NGOs access to the United Nations Conference.

61. Registration forms were to be completed and mailed to the office of the NGO

Forum on Women with $US 50 and 2 passport-size photographs. Payments were to be

made in US dollars by money order or traveller's cheque. A photograph would be

incorporated into a Forum identification pass which would be available upon arrival in

Beijing. No one would be admitted into the Forum without this pass. No registration

would be made on-site.

62. During the discussions on the report, concerns were raised on the following:

(a) Lack of funding for the participation of delegations to the fourth World

Conference;

(b) The need to increase contributions to the United Nations Trust Fund for

African Development (UNTFAD):

(c) The need to involve subregional economic groupings in coordination of

implementation activities of the African Platform for Action;

(d) The need for inter-agency collaboration in order to facilitate and assist

African Governments to participate in the fourth World Conference;
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(e) Non-accreditation of NGOs of some African countries to the World
Conference.

63. Addressing the issues discussed, the representative of the secretariat informed

participants about funding possibilities from bilateral and multilateral donors. He also

drew their attention to the forthcoming Pledging Conference in May 1995.

64. The meeting decided to draft a resolution on mobilization of funds towards

Beijing and the effective implementation of the Platform for Action. It also requested

the secretariat to distribute the report of the Commission on the Status of Women to

member States.

Presentation of the report on the fifth African Regional Conference on Women (1994)

preparatory to the fourth World Conference on Women (1995) (agenda item 6)

65. The representative of the secretariat gave a report of the fifth African regional

Conference on Women that was held in Dakar, Senegal from 16 to 23 November 1994,

preparatory to the fourth World Conference on Women to be held in Beijing, China

from 4 to 15 September 1995. The regional conference was jointly organized by the

Government of Senegal and the ECA, and was formally opened and presided over by the

President of the Republic of Senegal.

66. The meeting was informed that the regional Conference was very well attended:

Fifty-two member States of the Commission were represented, also in attendance were

12 observers from some Member States of the United Nations. Twenty Um'ted Nations

agencies were also represented as well as numerous intergovernmental organizations

(IGOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) at regional, subregional and
international levels. The Conference had four components to it: it included a high-level

ministerial meeting, a meeting of Technical Experts, an NGO Forum and an Intra-

African Youth Forum and Consultation.

67. The major outcome of the Conference was the adoption of the African Platform

for Action: African Common Position for the Advancement of Women.

68. The representative of the secretariat then introduced the African Platform for

Action and invited the participants to study it in detail. The African Platform for Action

provided the framework within which all activities geared towards the advancement of

women would be organized and steered for the next ten years and beyond. It articulated

actionable programmes and strategies underlying medium and long-term objectives, and
spelt out concrete ways and means for their implementation.

69. In its regional review of the process and progress of the implementation of the

Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies (NFLS), the African Platform for Action, identified

11 critical areas of concern at national and regional levels, and these constituted the core
of the African Platform for Action.

70. The African Platform for Action proposed that the United Nations system should

incorporate a strong fund component in its programme of work and regular budget in
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support of the implementation of the African Platform for Action. It further proposed

that such budgetary allocations should constitute between 20 and 25 per cent.

71. In terms of institutional arrangements for the implementation of the African

Platform for Action, the fifth Regional Conference decided that core structures located

at the highest levels of decision-making were necessary, for the effective implementation

of the strategies and plans of action for the advancement of women, and in order to

bring women's concerns into the mainstream of development. In particular, a core

structure with the direct mandate of coordinating, monitoring and evaluating the

implementation of the African Platform for Action was required at international,

regional [e.g., ECA, OAU, African Development Bank (ADB) and African Regional

Coordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC)], and

national levels, with a mandate for advocacy and for ensuring the mainstreaming of

gender concerns in all sectors and programmes, as well as monitoring evaluation and

accountability. United Nations Commissions and Committees responsible for system-

wide coordination of gender issues at policy level should be involved in the institutional

arrangements e.g. Commission on Human Rights, Population Commission, and the

Commission on the Status of Women.

72. The Conference further decided that a flexible follow-up mechanism for the

implementation and monitoring of the African Platform for Action should be put in

place, with an emphasis on strengthening and capacity building of the existing national

mechanisms. At the regional level, coordination, monitoring and evaluation of the

African Platform for Action should be entrusted to ARCC in close collaboration and

consultation with existing IGOs, as well as the Joint ECA/OAU/ADB Secretariat, and

relevant United Nations agencies.

73. In response to enquiries as to whether the African Platform for Action was final,

the representative of the secretariat emphasized that, as it stood now, it was an adopted

document. It was due to be presented to the forthcoming ECA Conference of Ministers

and to the forthcoming OAU Assembly of Heads of State and Government for

endorsement. The ARCC meeting needed to discuss the modalities for the

implementation of the African Platform for Action and member States should start

implementing the African Platform for Action and not wait for Beijing, where the Global

Platform would be finalized.

74. Regarding reservations that had been expressed by one delegation in Dakar on

specific issues of the African Platform for Action, subsequent consultations had been

held with the secretariat of the Conference and these had been dealt with satisfactorily.

75. The observer for ILO observed that the African Platform for Action was rather

silent on the issue of women's working conditions, as an examination of paragraphs 96

and 97 showed. The African Platform for Action did not appear to have taken account

of women's rights, privileges and entitlements in their place of work.

76. The Acting Executive Secretary drew the attention of participants to the critical

areas of concern. These, he observed, were quite comprehensive and covered key issues

related to women's empowerment, as closer perusal would reveal.
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77. He advised the meeting to focus on making concrete proposals before the end of

the meeting with regard to coordination and resource mobilization. The ARCC should

come up with concrete proposals on how to coordinate and prepare for Beijing, fund

participants to attend and, particularly, how to involve the subregional economic

groupings, governments, United Nations agencies and international development partners

in implementation as stipulated in the African Platform for Action. The meeting was

advised to prepare a resolution for presentation to the ECA Conference of Ministers

urging member States to allocate resources for implementation of the African Platform

for Action in their development programmes for women. Implementation had to begin

immediately and the ARCC had the lead responsibility in coordinating activities before

and after Beijing, in very close consultation and collaboration with ECA.

78. The Committee agreed that it was important for governments to raise the status

of national machineries and the budgetary allocations for women's programmes. In view

of the current national economic crises, there were many organizations ready to support

women's programmes. Countries had to be informed about such resources.

79. The meeting was informed that OECD/DAC, through its RFFI initiative, was

prepared to support African countries for Beijing and participants were advised to seek

more information from funding agencies covering their respective subregions.

80. One representative suggested that the meeting should make some proposals to the

effect that governments should reduce their spending on military hardware and instead
increase allocation to women's programmes.

81. It was pointed out however that it would be difficult to convince governments to

increase their budgetary allocations for women's programmes or to reduce their military

spending. What could be done was to persuade and convince governments to
incorporate a gender perspective at each sectoral/ministerial level.

82. It was suggested that it should be feasible to appeal to Africa's development

partners to cancel part or all external debt, and to increase the prices of African primary

commodities. In order to address gender issues effectively, development was needed,

and problems of indebtedness and poor terms of trade had to be solved. In addition,

member States of the Commission should be urged once more to increase their

budgetary allocation to the ECA secretariat in order to make it more effective in its

promotion of women's affairs, especially to the United Nations Trust Fund for African
Development (UNTFAD).

83. The Committee supported the proposal to increase contributions to UNTFAD.
Participants were informed of the forthcoming Pledging Conference on 3 May 1995,

which takes place every three years. ARCC members could insist that this Pledging

Conference should facilitate attendance and participation at the Beijing Conference as
well as implementation of the African Platform for Action. Since resolutions of the

ARCC meeting would go to the Conference of Ministers, to ECOSOC and finally to the
General Assembly, a resolution on funding of women's programmes could be submitted

for increased resources for implementation of the African Platform for Action. Inclusion
of the issue of indebtedness and debt conversions specifically for funding women's
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programmes should make the resolution on mobilization of resources more binding to

ECOSOC and the General Assembly.

84. Some partners were making debt cancellation conditional on conversion to

environmental or women's programmes.

Guidelines for the implementation of the African Platform for Action (agenda item 7)

85. In her introduction to the document on this item, the representative of the ECA

secretariat said that, since at the regional level, coordination, monitoring and evaluation

of the implementation of the Platform for Action had been entrusted to the ARCC in

close collaboration and consultation with existing IGOs and other regional structures,

ECA had felt that guidelines should be developed to be used by all implementors of the

Platform. The effective use of such guidelines would serve as a yardstick for measuring

the extent to which implementation can be considered successful. The draft guidelines

contained in document E/ECA/ACW/ARCC.XVI/5/6 had therefore been prepared for

the consideration by the Committee.

86. The document containing the guidelines, she continued was divided into three

parts: Part I, the introduction which briefly discussed: (a) the preconditions, (b) resource

implications and mobilization, and (c) institutional arrangements for the implementation

of the Platform for Action.

87. Part II outlined the guiding principles, including: a time-frame of a decade (1995-

2005) for successful implementation of the Platform; each government being expected

to adapt the Platform to its specific realities by elaborating and developing a national

plan of action with priorities clearly indicated; the responsibilities of each of the

implementors of the Platform for Action being clearly spelt out; and the fact that the

guidelines were meant to facilitate the process of transforming the provisions of the

Platform in respect of the critical areas of concern into concrete and tangible results, the

ultimate goal of the guidelines being the achievement of the strategic objectives of these

critical areas of concern.

88. Part III contained the draft guidelines whose objectives are to assist/encourage

governments and their partners in development to formulate policies and programmes

that intended to ensure the integration of gender considerations into all activities

emanating from these policies and programmes in response to the provisions of the

African Platform for Action and to provide rules to be followed in policy and programme

formulation, resource allocation and institutional arrangements that would ensure the

effective implementation of the Platform for Action.

89. The meeting noted the specific areas addressed by the guidelines, namely policy,

programmes, structures and resource mobilization.

90. With regard to policy issues, ARCC members were informed that guidelines in

respect of these were meant to provide governments and their partners in development

with approaches, including legislative and administrative action for addressing the critical

areas of concern while implementing the Platform.
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91. In respect of programmes, the meeting took note of the underlying fact that all

development assistance and activities were in the form of programmes in which the

involvement of women as participants and beneficiaries was important. The guidelines

were meant to make the programmes called for in the Platform more responsive to

women's needs and concerns.

92. With regard to resource implications and mobilization, the guidelines stressed the

need for Africa and its governments, peoples and institutions to take on the responsibility

of mobilizing resources. It further stressed the need for development of realistic,

implementable and sustainable plans and programmes that would attract and encourage

various partners to make the necessary inputs of financial, material, technical and human

resources. Governments should therefore make appropriate and realistic budgetary

allocations for the implementation of the Platform at various levels. Similarly, women's

organizations and associations, as well as national NGOs, should organize fund-raising

and other activities that will attract the interest and inputs of the population as well as

those of development partners.

93. On the issue of institutional arrangements, the guidelines proposed ways of

making these arrangements in support of the advancement of women more effective in

enhancing the implementation of the Platform. The meeting took note of existing

institutions indicated in the guidelines, including national machineries, subregional level

structures, regional and international structures.

94. Similarly, multilateral and bilateral partners should include in their programmes

of assistance and development budgets, provisions for inputs into national programmes

and projects addressing the various critical areas of concern within their areas of

competence and interest.

95. In the general discussion that followed, several amendments were made. A major

point agreed on was the need to streamline the monitoring and evaluation mechanism

at the national level. In this regard, an autonomous committee was to be set up for this.

The meeting further stressed the need for closer collaboration and coordination with

subregional institutions such as ECA/MULPOCs, COMESA, ECOWAS, ESAMI, AMU,

IDEP, etc. The Committee emphasized the importance of making the Platform and the

guidelines available to all government ministries, departments and agencies as well as

institutions and NGOs. The need for sensitization of the population at large in respect

of the Platform and guidelines was also highlighted.

96. The Committee, however, agreed that the guidelines were an important

instrument for operationalizing the Platform for Action and that it could be used as a

tool not only by governments but all actors in the implementation process of the African

Platform for Action.

Review of the draft Global Platform for Action (agenda item 8)

97. In introducing this agenda item, the ECA representative recalled that the draft

Global Platform for Action was a result of regional consultations and experts meetings.

The Platform was divided into the following parts:
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(a) A preamble which describes the global environment and highlights the

importance of creating an enabling environment;

(b) A mission statement reaffirming the agenda of the Platform and the

necessity of partnership between women and men;

(c) The global framework which describes the global situation and the reasons

for holding a World Conference on Women;

(d) Critical areas of concern which highlight areas requiring particular

attention. These are:

(i) The persistent and increasing burden of poverty on women;

(ii) Unequal access to and inadequate educational opportunities;

(iii) Inequalities in health status and unequal access to and inadequate health

care services;

(iv) Violence against women;

(v) Effects of armed or other kinds of conflict on women;

(vi) Inequality in women's access to and participation in the definition of

economic structures and policies and the productive process itself;

(vii) Inequality between men and women in the sharing of power and decision

making at all levels;

(viii) Insufficient mechanisms at all levels to promote the advancement

of women;

(ix) Lack of awareness of and commitment to internationally and nationally

recognized women's human rights;

(x) Insufficient mobilization of the mass media to promote women's positive

contributions to society;

(xi) Lack of adequate recognition and support for women's contribution to

managing natural resources and safeguarding the environment;

(xii) The girl-child;

(e) Institutional arrangements which describe the mechanisms for

implementation of the Platform for Action at the national, regional and international

levels;
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(f) Financial arrangements which stress the need for commitment from

member States and the international community.

98. It was further pointed out that, in addition to the Global Platform, the World

Conference would adopt a declaration which calls for the commitment of all partners

towards the achievement of the goals set for the advancement of women.

99. The meeting was informed that many references to issues in the draft Global

Platform had been put in brackets and that ECA intended to organize a regional forum

of women leaders to consider those issues and other African inputs into the Global

Platform. The forum would be held in Kampala, Uganda, from 5 to 8 June 1995.

100. Participants were informed that the main objectives of the forthcoming meeting
were to:

(a) Further sensitize member States about the provisions and requirements of
the African Platform for Action;

(b) Consider African inputs into the Global Platform for Action to ensure that
Africa's concerns are adequately expressed and reflected;

(c) Strategize on effective participation of the African region in Beijing.

102. The meeting took note of the report.

Progress report on economic empowerment of women through the African Federation

of Women Entrepreneurs and the African bank for women (agenda item 9)

103. The progress report clearly indicated the need for increasing women's access to

formal and informal resources. According to the 1993 UNDP Human Development
Report, the female labour force in sub-Saharan Africa was about 73 million, representing

34 per cent of those employed in the formal sector, earning only 10 per cent of the

income while owning one per cent of assets. In an effort to strengthen the resource base
for women's economic activities, the ECA/ACW organized an expert group meeting in

Kampala, Uganda, from 24-29 August 1994 to consider modalities for establishing an

African Bank for Women. The meeting recommended the establishment of a privately

owned regional financial institution called "Afrika - Women's Bank" (AWB) or "Afrika

Banque des femmes" (ABF) with affiliates at national level and with women holding the

highest percentage of shares. Capital was to be mobilized from the region for greater
sustainability.

104. The meeting was attended by 19 high-level experts, invited in their personal

capacity, from Burundi, Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Mali, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Uganda

and Zimbabwe. Their range of expertise included finance and banking, economic

planning as well as improvement of women's access to financial resources. There were

also observers from Kenya, Uganda, the United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP), the United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the
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Advancement ofWomen (INSTRAW) and the Lusaka-based Multinational Programming

and Operational Centre (MULPOC).

105. The services and products offered by the bank would be open to the general

public, with functions at the national level including mobilization of savings and

resources at local and international levels, and capacity building and technical services.

Initial funds would be raised from shareholding by individuals, groups, organizations or

corporate bodies who would subscribe to shares, bonds and grants with no

conditionalities. The minimum shareholding would be ten shares at US$ 10 per share.

Sixty per cent of the shares had to be owned by women, while the remaining 40 per cent

could be raised from the public. No individual or group should own more than 20 per

cent of the total shares.

106. Uganda had offered to host the Bank's headquarters. There were a number of

people in Kenya, Nigeria and Uganda already interested in shareholdings.

107. With regard to promotion of women entrepreneurship, ARCC members noted

that ECA had continued to give full support to African women entrepreneurs. In this

respect, a Forum of Women Entrepreneurs, organized parallel to the fifth Regional

Conference on Women in Dakar, Senegal, offered an opportunity for exchange among

women entrepreneurs. Similarly, the African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs

(AFWE) and the Ghana Association of Women Entrepreneurs were planning to hold the

first All-African and North American Women Trade Show and Exhibition of Exportable

Products and Services in Accra in June and July 1996. All member States had been

invited to take part in the trade fair as well as attend seminars and workshops which

would be held during the fair.

108. There was extensive discussion of this agenda item by participants concerned

about the modalities of financing and encouraging women entrepreneurs and about the

objectives, targets, structure and viability of the Afrika Women's Bank. One participant

supported the idea of the Bank but felt that the name should be more gender-neutral

and should include men and youth. The question of location of the branches being

accessible to rural communities was also discussed at length, as well as clearer targeting

of client groups. It was suggested that governments should also be allowed to buy shares

and that ADB should be featured among the founding members, given the need for

viability and ADB's development banking experience in Africa. Some participants felt

that the women were expecting charity by wanting free premises, etc., from the host

government and that the Bank had to be a paying, commercial enterprise from the

beginning when obtaining and setting up facilities.

109. Although women were to be the main shareholders, support would be needed

from governments. The Committee agreed that the Bank was not only limited to large-

scale women entrepreneurs but should also service women in the informal sector.

110. The Committee stressed that similar women's banking initiatives existing in

various countries were experiencing difficulties. It agreed with the suggestion to look

into experiences of existing women's banks to draw valuable lessons.
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111. With regard to capital formation for the Bank, it was agreed that shareholding

should not be restrictive and exclusive but should be open to the general public.

112. Various participants felt that improved communications were needed about the

economic empowerment projects such as the bank and the trade fair. Participants

supported the idea of the trade fair, but requested wider dissemination of information

and closer collaboration with such subregional institutions as FEMCOM.

113. It was suggested that one way to mobilize resources was through debt conversion

in favour of women's economic activities and the mechanisms for reaching out to target
groups.

114. The secretariat welcomed discussion on these questions and added that a

consultant will be hired to look into all the concerns raised. The secretariat further

informed the meeting that the progress report would also be presented to the upcoming

ECA Conference of Ministers to get the necessary high-level input, support and

commitment.

Any other business (agenda item 10)

115. The Libyan delegation expressed disappointment about the lack of Arabic

interpretation in view of the fact that Arabic was one of the United Nations working

languages. In response, the secretariat said that Arabic was just as important as the

other working languages of the Commission and that there had been no deliberate

intention of minimizing the importance of the language. It was pointed out nevertheless

that all previous ARCC meetings had used only English and French and this had been

acceptable. However, the secretariat would take the delegation's protest into account

and ensure that the necessary measures would be taken in the future.

116. A representative recalled the mandate, membership and objectives of ARCC,

stressing that mandate of current ARCC members elected in 1992 had been extended

to ensure continuity in the preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women.

It was noted that in addition to the coordinating role, ARCC was expected to monitor

the implementation of the African Platform for Action. The meeting recognized the

need to elect new members prior to or immediately after the Beijing Conference taking

into account the importance of representation of the subregions.

117. Another consideration was the outcome of the Graca Machel Study Consultation

on the impact of armed conflict on children. One participant, who had participated in

the Consultation, informed the Committee that one of the conclusions of the

Consultation was that African women had a responsibility for promoting peace in Africa.
Among the outcome of the consultations was the decision to amplify all initiatives aimed
at bringing sustainable peace in Africa. A declaration formulated called on all African

women to get together and contribute towards bringing peace in Africa. African women

resolved to redress the injustices in a non-violent way.
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118. It was pointed out that CAF was the French acronym for the African

Confederation of Football. To avoid confusion, it was decided to use the name of the

Centre in full.

Adoption of the report (agenda item 11)

119. The draft report was adopted with a few amendments.

Closure of the meeting (agenda item 12).

120. In her closing remarks, the Chief of the African Centre for Women thanked the

participants for their hard work and valuable inputs without which the meeting would not

have accomplished its objectives. The Centre, she added, was particularly obliged to all

participants for their insightful comments and suggestions regarding the implementation

of the African Platform for Action, the Guidelines for its Implementation, the proposed

establishment of the African Bank for Women and for their concern on the critical need

to empower African women, particularly those in the rural areas. She then assured

participants that the Centre's publications and other relevant information, would be

made available on request.

121. The Acting Executive Secretary then congratulated the Committee for the serious

manner in which the meeting had been conducted. He referred to the number of

observers from non-ARCC member States and from various organizations and NGOs as

an indication of their interest in the work of the ECA and the Committee in particular.

He averted that the meeting's concern about closer regional collaboration with other

institutions as well as the mobilization of resources for a massive participation of African

women in the World Conference would be brought to the attention of the forthcoming

ECA Conference of Ministers. He appealed to governments and various national

organizations to play an active role in the mobilization of resources for the

implementation of the African Platform for Action. In reference to the proposed

Regional meeting preparatory to Beijing, he called for active participation of member

States and other partners. He urged members of ARCC to sensitize their respective

subregions for participation at the world conference and to publicize the African

Platform for Action.

122. The Acting Executive Secretary paid glowing tribute to the Chairperson of the

meeting whose leadership had led to the successful conclusion of the meeting. He also

thanked all those whose contribution to the meeting had led to its successful outcome.

123. Finally, the chairperson thanked all participants for their confidence in her. She

underlined the importance of revitalizing ARCC and possibly reinstating ARCC resource

persons who would facilitate the achievement of its goals. She further called on the

Acting Executive Secretary to make a special effort to strengthen the Centre through the

provision of necessary resources with a view to enable ECA to lead the African region
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to the forthcoming World Conference on Women effectively. She concluded by thanking

everyone for their valuable contributions to the meeting.

124. Then she declared the meeting closed.
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Annex I

l(XVI). African Platform for Action: African common position for the advancement of

women

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling. Resolution 792 (XXIX) on "An integrated approach to women's

empowerment: The Kampala Action Plan on Women and Peace; Violation of women's human

rights; and women's economic empowerment", adopted by the ECA Conference of Ministers

at its twentieth meeting,

Recalling the Tunis Declaration at the thirtieth Assembly of Heads of State and

Government of the Organization of African Unity held in June 1994 on Population and

Development, which gave its support to the African Regional Conference on Women,

Further recalling the Fifth African Regional Conference on Women which was held in

Dakar-Senegal from 16 to 23 November 1994, and which adopted the African Platform for

Action: African Common Position for the Advancement of Women (Document

E/ECA/ACW/RC.C/CM/3).

Noting with satisfaction the Declaration of the African Platform for Action which inter

alia Reaffirmed the commitment of African governments to the realization of the Nairobi

Forward-Looking Strategies for the promotion and advancement of Women through

accelerated action for equality, development and peace,

Taking into account that operative paragraph 4 of the Declaration upholds the African

Platform for Action as the outcome of a regional country-based review of the progress of the

implementation of the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies, and broad consultations at

national, subregional and regional levels, with inputs from grass-roots communities, and all

sections of the African population,

1- Adopts the African Platform for Action as a renewed commitment by African

Governments and as a blueprint to further accelerate the implementation of the Nairobi

Forward-looking Strategies;

2. Calls upon the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization

of African Unity, at its next meeting, to adopt the African Platform for Action by according

it the necessary political support;

3. Urges member States to give full support to the implementation of the provisions

of the African Platform for Action;
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4. Requests the subregional economic communities to contribute to sensitizing the
member countries in their subregion and to coordinate their efforts as well as that of ther
development partners for the implementation of the Platform.

2(XVI). Resource mobilization for the implementation of the African Platform for Action

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women
approved by the United Nations General Assembly in resolution 40/108 of 13 December 1985^

Further recalling resolutions 35/4 of 8 March 19091 and 36/8 of 20 March 1992 adopted
by the Commission on the Status of Women regarding the preparations for the fourth World
Conference on Women,

Taking into account the outcome of the Fifth African Regional Conference on Women
held in Dakar Senegal from 16 to 23 November 1994, in which the Conference adopted the
Atncan Platform for Action: African Common Position for the Advancement of Women,

.„ further taking into account the Resolution of the Fifth African Regional Conference
on Women on The Implementation of the African Platform for Action11 which stresses the
need for all actors and partners in development, in particular governments, intergovernmental
bodies, development financing institutions, multilateral organizations, United Nations, agencies
non-governmental organizations and women's and youth organizations, to work together for
the implementation of the African Platform for Action,

Noting with concern the low degree to which such global and regional frameworks as
the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies and the Abuja Declaration have been implemented,

. Considering the importance of continuous monitoring of the implementation rate of the
African Platform for Action by all development partners in the interest of accelerating the
advancement of women and the achievement of sustainable development and transformation,

Aware that over the last several years, the continent has been experiencing a critical
financial situation which has hindered the implementation of various development strategies
and programmes especially those regarding the advancement of women,

Further aware of the serious financial difficulties facing African States, which mav
prevent African women from participating effectively in the fourth World Conference on
Women,

. , !• . Notes with .satisfaction the efforts made by the African Centre for Women both

fn ** w ,^ ', 0™,,!°r ActiOn and in PrePar«ions for Africa's participation in the
tourth World Conference on Women;
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2. Urges member States to make adequate financial appropriations in their national

budgets, giving priority to women in development programmes within the framework of debt

conversion, for implementing the African Platform for Action;

3. Calls upon member States to strengthen their national institutions for the

advancement of women and support the efforts of the private sector and non-governmental
organizations in the implementation of the African Platform for Action;

4. Calls upon member States and the secretariat of the Economic Commission for
Africa to enhance the operational capacity of the African Centre for Women to enable it to
attain the goals of the African Platform for Action;

5. Requests the Joint Economic Commission for Africa/Organization of African
Unity/African Development Bank Secretariat to mobilize financial resources for the
implementation of the African Platform for Action;

6- Urgently appeals to the regional financial institutions, business associations and
other regional institutions to contribute technically and financially to the implementation of
the African Platform for Action;

7- Further requests all of Africa's development partners to assist African countries
financially and technically, for their effective participation in the fourth World Conference on
Women.

8. Calls upon the international community and financial institutions to contribute
financially to the implementation of the African Platform for Action in accordance with
paragraph 126(c) contained in the Platform.
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Sixteenth meeting of the

African Regional Coordinating Committee

for the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC)

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

20 - 22 April 1995

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

A ARCC MEMBER STATES

1. ALGERIA Mr Absa ROMANI

First Secretary

Embassy of Algeria in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 5740

Addis Ababa

Tel: 65 23 00

BURUNDI

CONGO

4. NAMIBIA

Ms Christine MITURUMBWE

Directeur general a.i.

Ministere de I Action Sociale et

de la Promotion de la Femme

Bujumbura

Mr I. Jacques BALOULA

Conseiller

Ambassade du Congo en Ethiopie

P. O. Box 5639

Addis Ababa

Tel: 51 41 88

MrAsheeke P. HINYANGERWA

Ambassador

Embassy of Namibia in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 1443

Addis Ababa

Tel: 61 19 66
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Ms Linus S. MUKASA

First Secretary

Embassy of Namibia in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 1443

Addis Ababa

Tel: 6119 66

5. NIGER MrA. Ibrahim ABANI

First Secretary

Embassy of the Republic of Niger

in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 5791

Addis Ababa

Tel: 65 13 05

RWANDA Ms Angelina MUGANZA

Director

Genocide and War Victims

Ministry of Rehabilitation and

Social Reintegration

Representative of

of Family and

Development

P. O. Box 2034

Kigali

Tel: 73547/73549

the Minister

Women in

Ms Veneranda NZAMBAZAMAR1YA

National Coordinator

PRO-FEMMES TWESE

HAMWE/Rwanda

C/o P. O. Box 1049

Kigali

Tel: 250 75619/72660

Fax: 250 74671
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7. TUNISIA Mr Mustapha ASSAKRI

Attache d'Ambassade

Embassy of Tunisia in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 100069

Addis Ababa

Tel: 65 38 18

8. UGANDA Mrs Joyce ONEK

Second Secretary

Embassy of Uganda in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 5644

Addis Ababa

Tel: 51 13 14

9. ZAMBIA Mr B. NJOVU

First Secretary

Embassy of Zambia in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 1909

Addis Ababa

Tel: 71 13 02

Mr G. B. ZIMBA

Second Secretary

Embassy of Zambia in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 1909

Addis Ababa

Tel: 71 13 02
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B. OBSERVERS

ECA MEMBER STATES

L ANGOLA

CHAD

Ms Maria Isabel RESENDE

Embassy ofAngola in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 2962

Addis Ababa

Tel: 51 00 85

Mr Ahmed Kosso MOHAMAD

First Secretary

Embassy of Chad in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 5119

Addis Ababa

Tel: 61 10 80/61 18 19

3. COTEDWOIRE Mr Christophe KOUAKOU

Embassy of Cote d'lvoire

in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 3668

Addis Ababa

Tel: 71 12 13

4. EGYPT Mr El Mushany MOHAMED

Correspondent

5. ERITREA Ms ALMAZ Berhe Gofar

Senior Economist

Asmara

Tel: 13 42 32
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6. ETHIOPIA Miss GENETAbebe

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

of Transitional Government

of Ethiopia

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Tel: 51 73 45

Ms HIRUT Geleta

Ministry of Agriculture

P. O. Box 62347

Addis Ababa

Tel: 51 42 40/12 02 14

Ms MESSERET Tadesse

Head, Women's Affairs Department

Ministry of Planning

MOPED

P. O. Box 1037

Addis Ababa

Tel: 12 89 67

Mr SHIFERAWAklilu

Assistant AFWE

Deputy Secretary General

P. O. Box 1118

Addis Ababa

Tel: 15 58 19
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Ms Y1KANU Tewolde

Womens* Affairs Office

P. O. Box 1030

Addis Ababa

Tel: 11 41 47

Ms ZENEBECH Negash

Senior Expert

Ministry for External Economic
Cooperation

P. O. Box 5519

Addis Ababa

Tel: 20 10 14/51 87 38

7. GABON Mr Pierre MOUNANGA

First Counsellor

Embassy of Gabon in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 1256

Addis Ababa

Tel: 61 10 75

Mr Alfred MOUNGARA
First Counsellor

Embassy of Gabon in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 1256

Addis Ababa

Tel: 61 10 75
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KENYA Ms Fauziya MOHAMED

Second Secretary

Embassy of Kenya in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 3301

Addis Ababa

Tel: 61 00 33

Ms Janet Okwisa AMBUKA

Head, Womens Bureau

P. O. Box 30276

Nairobi

Tel: 22 82 88

Mrs NGANATHA

Embassy of Kenya in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 3301

Addis Ababa

Tel: 61 00 33

9. LIBYANARAB JAMAHIRIYA Dr Mohamed ALHARARI

Lecturer at the University

P. O. Box 16261

Tripoli

Dr Najah ALGHABSI
Teacher at the University

Tripoli
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10. MAURITIUS MsMohniBALI

Co-ordinator, Women's Unit

Ministry of Women's Rights

Port Louis

11. SOUTHAFRICA Mr Cedric DE CONING

Second Secretary

Embassy of South Africa

in Ethiopia

P. O. Box 1091

Addis Ababa

Tel: 71 13 30

12. SUDAN Ms Raqia Mohamed OSMAN

Women's Bureau

Khartoum

13. SWAZILAND

14. TANZANIA

Mrs Jabu DLAMINI

National Coordinator

WIDP

P. O.BoxA33

Swazi Plaza

Mbabane

Mr Francis A. MWAIDAJA

Embassy of Tanzania in

Ethiopia

P. O. Box 1077

Addis Ababa

Tel: 51 81 55
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15. TOGO Ms Nlgnigaba TAKOUDA

Directrice generate de

la Promotion Feminine

B. P. 369

Lome

Tel: 21 61 66 (B)

25 48 24 (D)

16. ZIMBABWE Mr L H. TARUV1NSA

Counsellor

Embassy of Zimbabwe in

Ethiopia

P. O. Box 5624

Addis Ababa

Tel: 61 38 77

C UN ORGANIZATIONS/AGENCIES

1. INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION (ILO)

Ms Elizabeth KACZOROWSKA

Consultant

Louis Cased, 1206

Tel: 022/347 81 91

Ms Friedorique P. ONGLA

Expert WID

ILO Addis Ababa

P. O. Box 2532

Addis Ababa

Tel: 51 73 20
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2. UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UNDP)

Ms BRUKTAWIT Habte Selassie

Programme Assistant

UNDP Ethiopia

P. O. Box 5580

Addis Ababa

Ms Gwi-Yeop SON

Assistant Resident

Representative

UNDP Somalia

P. O. Box 28832

Nairobi

Kenya

Tel: (254-2) 216935

5. UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP)

Ms Mariam OUATTARA

Programme Officer

UNEP

P. O. Box 30552

Nairobi

Tel: (254-2) 62 42 81

Fax: (254-2) 52 19 33
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4. UNITEDNATIONSEDUCATIONALSCIENTIFICANDCULTURAL
ORGANIZATION (UNESCO)

Mr Muhammed M. MUSA

Director/Representative

UNESCO

P. O. Box 1177

Addis Ababa

Tel: 51 39 53

MrS. Regine UWAMAR1YA

Agent de VEducation

B. P. 540

Kigali

Rwanda

Tel: 754 19

UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND (UNFPA)

Ms Adjoa AMANA

Regional Advisor

UNFPA/CST

Addis Ababa

Tel: 51 12 88

Ms Mere KISEKKA

Professor

UNFPA/CST

Addis Ababa

Tel: 15 12 88
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NATWNS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES

Ms Wies Van BEMMEL
UNHCR - RLO

P. O. Box 1076

Addis Ababa

1»*S££S2n mino
Ms ChristensenBIRG1T7EBO
Programme Officer

UNIDO

P. O. Box 5580

Addis Ababa

& WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)

MrAlexandre CORREIA

WHO Representative to OAU
and ECA

Old Building, 2nd Floor

Addis Ababa

Tel: 51 51 78
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D. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHERS

1. COMMON MARKET FOR EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA

(COMESA)

Ms Amanda KHOZI-MUKWASHI

Women in Business Coordinator

Lotti House

Cairo Road

P. O. Box 30051

10101 Lusaka

Zambia

Tel: 260-1-229726/32

The.: ZA 40127

Fax: 260-1-225107

2 ASSOCIATIONINTERNATIONALEDE FEMMES FRANCOPHONES
(AIFF)

Mme Aissata KANE

Presidente et Consultante

Femme et Developpement

P. O. Box 71

Nouakchott

Mauritanie

Tel.: 222-2-510-80

Fax: 518-31

3. ETHIOPIANSCIENCEAND TECHNOLOGYCOMMISSION(ESTC)

Ms ABEBA Gobezie

P. O. Box 2490

Addis Ababa

Tel: 51 15 90 or

15 33 44 Ext 254
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4. ETHIOPIAN WOMENENTREPRENEURS ASSOCIATION (EWEA)

L
(RFFI)

Ms YEMATA WORKE Haile
Secretary-General

P. O. Box 9262

Addis Ababa

Tel: 15 58 19/51 96 66

FIELD'LEVEL INSTITUTION FOR EAST

Ms Elizabeth KHARONO
Sub-regional Coordinator
P. O. Box 8339

Kampala

Uganda

Tel: 256-41 220582/4

Fax: 256-41 220780

E. ECA SECRETARIAT

L AFRICAN CENTRE FOR WOMEN (ACW)

Ms Mebo MWANJKI
Chief, ACW

UNECA

P. O. Box 3005

Addis Ababa

Tel: 251-1-512785/514416

Ms F WEGE

ACW Officer
UNECA

Addis Ababa
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Ms W. MWAGIRU

ACW Officer

UNECA

Addis Ababa

Ms F BANGURA

ACWExpert

UNECA

Addis Ababa

Ms F. ADAM

ACW Officer

UNECA

Addis Ababa

Ms L. MORDI

ACW Communication Officer

UNECA

Addis Ababa

Ms R SERWADDA

ACW Officer

UNECA

Addis Ababa

Ms L. DAVIDSON

ACW Communication Consultant

UNECA

Addis Ababa

NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION (NRD)

Mr Abdishakour GULAID

Economic Affairs Officer

UNECA/NRD

Addis Ababa



E/ECA//ACW/ARCC.XVI/95/9

ANNEX II

Page 16

3. INDUSTRYAND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS DIVISION (IHSD)

Ms Awa FALL

Economic Affairs Officer

UNECA/IHSD

Addis Ababa

4. SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESEARCH AND PLANNING DIVISION
(SERPD)

Ms Theresa NDONGKO

UNECA

Addis Ababa

5. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CO-ORDINATION AND OPERATION

OFFICE (TACOO)

Ms Cecile NKOUELOLO

UNECA

Addis Ababa

6. TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT FINANCE DIVISION (TDFD)

Ms ELIZABETH Wolde Moriam

Associate Economic Affairs Officer

UNECA

Addis Ababa
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F. PRESS

1.

2.

Ms Agarenesh Jemaneh

Etluopian Press (Addis Zemen)

P. O. Box 30145

Addis Ababa

Tel: 12 38 25

Ms HIRUT Mengeste

Reporter, Ethiopian Television

Addis Ababa

Tel: 11 71 12

3. Ms LETEKJDAN Berhane

Press Enterprise

Addis Ababa

Tel: 11 82 52

4. Ms TEWABECH Mengistu

External Service of Radio

Addis Ababa

5.

6.

Ms TENAGNEWORKAklilu

News and Progratnme Producer

Addis Ababa

Ms YESHI Tolossa

Women Programme

Ethiopian Television

Addis Ababa

Tel: 11 30 58


