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MATTERS ARTSING FROM TEE FIPTEENTH SESSION -
OF THE UNITED NATIONS. STATISTICAL COMMISSION-

. The fifteenth scssion of the United Nations Statistical Commission
was held at United Nations Headquarters from 26 February to 8 March 1968.
in accordance with Hoonomic and Social Council resolution 1147+(XLI),

“effedtive-l-January‘l967-the.Commission wasﬂenlarged-fo;iwentymfaur*-

. members, elected on the basis of an equitable geographical distribution

-ageording to g specified pattern which includes five members from African
States. In 1968, the five African States on the Commission were Chana,
Mali, Morocco; Tunisia and the United Arab Republic. The Director. of

- the-Research and Statistics Division of ECA rarticipated as pari of the
Secretariat, ' S S o

+. . The substantive pert of the Commission's report (B/4471) is divided
dnto the following chapters: national accounts and balances (paras.
B8-43)3 classification of kind of economic activity (paras. 44-5T7) s
balance-of-payments statistics (paras. 58~6l); industrial statistics

. (paras., 62-91); international work programme and co-ordination (paras.

92-108}; external irade siatistics (paras. 109-128); demographic and
houging statistice (paras. 129-146); population (paras. 147-149);
international iravel statistics (paras. 150-1547); statistics of research
and development (paras., 155-157). While the various deliberations of. -
the Commigsion are believed 0 be of interest to ‘theé Conference of . .
African Statisticiany, this”document is designed to.highlight those,
-aspects of the discussions which are of special relevance to the .

- Conference. -

In resolution 1 (XV), the Commission requested, inter alia, .. -

. preparation and publication of a comprenensive descriptien .of the ...
reviged System of Natiocnal Accounts (SWA) (this haz been issued as—..
Studies in Methods, Beries F; No, 2; Reve 3); the designing of question~
naires for gathering comparable data based on the revised SNA for . '
countries using tha+t éysten and based on the System of Material Product -
Balances (MPS) for ‘countries using that system; preparation, in ,
¢o—operation with IMF, of draft detailsd definitions, classifications
and standard. acoounts and sables in rTaspect of the balance-sheet .and
revaluation accounts of the new SNA; preparation of tectnical manuals 'in
Tespect of: various a@peits of the revised SNA; and formulstion of draft -
- guidelines in respect of a system of price and quantity statistics
within-the framework of the national accounts and balances. . Draft
questionnaires. for. gathering national accounting data based on the new
SHA and MPS are presented in documents. ST/STAT/38 and ST/STAT/3S, _
Tespectively; these documents have been, circulated to the appropriate -
national statistical -authorities for comment. D Lo

QQ;jéﬂefadaptation.offﬁhe‘fullQSNA"%ofthe_requirements and circumstances
of the developing countries was congidersd by the Commission to furnish
sultable gozls for the gradual evolution of national accounts and
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- co=ordinated bodies of basgic -statistics in these countries. The suggested
. 8pecial classifications and accounts and tables will yield urgently .
needed data for purposes of ‘planning anc assessing sconomic and social
~development. e o . e : o

-

The Commission felt that considerable time would be needed for the . E
developing countries to &volve fhe Teliable series of basic data required
for purposes of compiling‘anaadequaﬁe set of national accounts. T4 wis
- emphasized that the order of priority in which +he seriss are developead
shouid-reflectfthe'national're@ﬁirements and circumstances of thése.
countries. ' ' : ' IR - - SR

_ The Ccmmission recommended that workshops and seminars should be
convened for the developing countries on the new.SNA and the associated
‘bodies of basic statistics. In this connection, HCA convened a Working
Group-on Statistics of Prices and Quanta and has included other meetings
in respect of national aocounting and related subjects in its work :
brogramme. The Statistical Office of the United Nations hopes to convene
an: inter-regional seminar in 1970 on methods of gathering and compiling
national accounting data. : L ' L

- In resolution 2 (XV),(the_Coﬁmission‘rQQuested_translation~from
Russian of the definitive document on the MPS and circulation thereof %o
memb ers of7the*00mmisSion;rcontinuationg in co~operation with -the :
Conference of Buropean Statisticians, of the study of the relationship -
between the SNA“and the MPS, - : P

In resolution 3 (XV), the Commission requested completion of the
‘analysis :of national prastices and plens in the field of statistics of
.the distribution of income, consumption and wealth in countries with
differing social, and economic systems and with differing levels of econo=-
mic development; preparstion of drari international guidelines for an
integrated system of etatistics in +this field. In this connection, ECA-
converied a Working Group on Income Distribution Statistics in 1968,

The Commigsion  discussed a project for 1968-1971 on international
comparison of pro@uction, incons and expenditure aggregates, and. some . ,
countries indicated a willingnass to participate in the project. Arrange-
ments-have been made in co~opersiion i th ECA to include at léast one and
possibly three Lfrican countriss in. the International Comparison Project ~
now in progress. o : T .

- In resolution 4 (XV), the Commission requested publication ‘of ‘the
Tevised International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic
Activities (ISIC) (this has been issued ax Statistical Papers, Series M,
No. 4, Rev. 2) and rumeric and alphabetic indexes thereto; preparation of
a framework of a commodity classification scheme linked witk' the revised
ISIC. T ‘ : ' S s

b
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In discussing an IMF repors on'%alanoe of payments statistics, the
. Commission emphasized the importance of achieving concordance between the _
‘3rev1sed SNA and tha Fand's Balance of Pavmentg Manualq :

In resolutlon 5 (XV) the Commission re quested revision and publica-
tion of the proposals for international recommendations for a system of
industrial stetistics (these have been issued as Statistical Papersy
Series M, No. 48)_&5 new international recommendations in the field of
‘industrial'statistlcso ‘The Commission discussed the preparation. of lists
of industrial commodities for which production and consumption data “E
should be compiled in 1ndustr1al inquiries; It supported the work- belng
dons in this field and approved the proposal that further 1ists should
be developed to meet the gereral needs of 1nqu1rles undertaksn less often
than anﬂually. : : : .

cdn resolutlon 6 (XV), the Commission requested revision and publloa—
- tion.of the proposals for international recommendations for constructlon
statlstlcs {these have been’ issued as Statistical Papers, Serles My
No. 47) as -new imternational recommendations in this fleid, as Well ag
preparation of a study on congtruction production, price and cost o
1ndexes. ) o

The Comm1351on reaffirned the view expressed at 1ts thlrteenth
session that.a 1973 World Programme of Industrial Statistics should be
undertaken and requested the Secretariat to draft proposals: for such a
Programme. - In resolution 7 (XV)F the Commission requested.preparatlon
of a ‘manual .on, the problems of conducting industrial inguiries as a
supplement to-the recommendatlons for the 1973 Worid Programme. of
Industrial Statistics; development and publication of 1ntarnat10nally
comparable industrial data, incéluding the annual publication of industrial P
commodity production statistics and of establishment~type statistics on
production, employment and relauei 1nd10ators of industrial activity and
structure; revision of the study entitied Index Numbers.of Industrial.
Production; preparation of a study of natiocnal practices in distributive-
" and ‘service—trade statistics as a basis for revising the present
intermational recommandatlons in this fieid.

A’ resolutlon 8 (XV), the Comm1551on requestad tne Econonic and
Social Council {ECOSOC) to adopt a draft resolution (unanimously adopted
by BCOSOC on- 31 May 1968 as resolution 1305 (XLIV)) which recommends that
States Members of the United Nations or of the specialized agencies
‘compile basic data on industry for 1973 or-a year: close to 1973, taking
account of, the 1nternatlona1 recommendatlonsﬂ

In resolutlon 9. (XV), the Gomm1351on requested ECOSOC to adopt a
draft resolutlon (unanlmOusly adopted by BCOSCE on 31 May 1968 as
resolution 1306 (XLIV)) which rTequests the Secretary-Gemeral, in
GOhoperatlon with the executive heads of the specialized agenciss, to
take steps to promocte arrangenents o ensure the development of an
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intégréﬁed;and'GOﬂordinated internafional statistical progfamme, based

-on longer-term planning than is now in ‘effect, thus contributing to the

efficiency of national statielical systeps in both deveéloped and dévelop— -
ing -ecountries, as well aS'ththe_efféCtivé~QSeﬁcf“resources.at'theQ-j
international level: The Commission discussed the statistical programme
of the United Nations and ths cpecialized agencies based on an . .~ . o -

"Integrated Statement of Intemational Statistical Programme, 1968-1972" .

“(EVCN33/3?3);1;The“COmmission_re&empb&sizé&wthe.urgent need for adequate -

trainingﬁfaeiﬁifiesfinfthégdeveloping-ccuntries and: took special note of -
the proposals for the establishment of institutes for the training of = -

professional,government'statisticians~inrﬁfrica and Asia. - Ses .. . e
E/CN;I&/GAS;é/IBifOT_détails on new training faeilities.in Afrieani - -

The Commission expressed appreciation of the pProgress made in thée _
development. of thg InternaﬁionalzTrade Statistice Centre. - .The Commission
recommended -that countries inform the Centre annually of changes i .
country codes and.deviations from the Standard International Irade: . ' - .
Classification {SITC) and suggesied that concordances ‘between mational =~
classifications and the SITC should be published along with the'notes =
in Commodity Trade Statistiocs {Statistical Papers, Series D). The -
Commission considered a draft classification of external trade statistics

by Broad Economic Categories (BEC), whose object is-to convert data . : p
classified according to the SITC into categories which are meaningful
“within the framework of the SNA, of intersest to analyecs and of particular

significance for developing countries. While %he Commission. agreed .that
improvements had been incorperated into the classifidation, it again
criticised the feature of the dual-use commodities and the allocation of
these commodities to mors than one end-use category. The Commisgion

-suggested that definitions of durable and non—durabtle goods used in the

BIC be-reviewed and that.further studies be carrisd out 4o establish .
more suitable definitions. The Commission nonsidered that the SITC, -
Revised; should be reviewed... . o : N

In resclution 10 (XV), the Commission requested BCOSOC to adopt
draft resolution (unanimously adopted by FC0S0C on 31 May 1968 as. :
resolution 1307 (XLIV)) which requests. the Seoretary—General to undertake
a World Programme for the Improvement of Vital Statistics, and recommends
that States Meuwbers of the United Natlons endeavour o establish a systenm

of vital records and statistics, or to improve the existing system, to

the level where it will yield,- in particular, reliable statistics of .
births:and deaths adequate, irter alia, to meet the needs of economic: and-
social development planming and sspecially to provide the statistical -
bass for planning the development and utilization of human resources.

The Commission exprgssed its satisfaction with the progress made in. .
implementing. the 1970 World Population and Housing Census Programmes and .
particularly commended the development of regional varianté-of‘ﬁhefwbrli'-
recommendations. S S T
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. . In rvesolution 11 (XV), the Commission requested circulation of the
draft recommendations for the improvement and' standardization of vital
gtatistics for comments and submission of the revised recommendations to
the Population Commission and the Statistical Commipsion.. )

The Commission considered the report of an Fxpert Group on Inter~ -
national Travel Statistics convened by the Seoretary-General {Geneva,
26-30 June 1967) pursuant to HCOSOC resolution 1109 (X1}, The Group
had made recommendations on methods and definitions designed to improve
tpavel statistics without inoreasing tourist formalitiss. The Commission
considered the report a useful step forward in the development of
systematic statistics in this field and thought that further work was
necessary to provide the range of data rTequired by the tourist industry.

_The Commisgion considered & doocument on statistics of resesrch and
development (E/CN.3/387) prepared by J. Pérlman, consultant to the '
Seoretariat, as well as a document (B/CN.3/389) by UNBSCO on its
programme in siatistics of science and techneology. In view of the work
~ already being done by UNESCO and ORCD, the Commission suggested that
the United Nations Siatistical Office play a co—ordinating role, for
-example, ensure that there 1s consistency betwesn the concepis, '
definitions and classifications in the field of ressarch and development
and those of the national accounts and balances and input-output tables.





