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CONSTDERATION OF THE EXECUTTVE SECRETARY'S REPORT "A VENTURE TH
SELF-RELIANCE- - TEN YEARS OF ECA" (E/6N.14/a24) | continued)
M;r.SINU (Observer for Roménia) associated himself with
brevzous speakers in welecoming the. three Statee whloh were new members
of the Commleelon. He expreseed hlS delegetlon 8 unlty of purpose
with the peoples stlll 1ebour1ng under the yoke of oolonlallem, and
its conviciion that the day would come when all the Afrloan countrlee

were represented on the Commission.

o -The Executlve Secretery ) report showed that member Statee and
“the: -secretariat had made remarkable efforts +o eolve the problem of the
economlc and social development of Africa., His- delegatlon had been glad
to heer the Optlmlsm and determlnatlon exPreeeed Yy prevzous epeakere.
It agreed that development was the primary responelblllty of the countrles
| ooncerned, and that the necessary measures could not be 1mpoeed from
_ outelde, or.be. a matter for international - negotlatlon.. His country had
, elways applied . that prlnolple both in domestic affalre and- 1nternatlonel

wco operatlon.

Romania was well aware of the concerns of the developlng countrlee
for 1t, too, hag embarked upon a large-scale attempt to build up its - .
economy._ The results of that effort. were woirthy of note: " Homanian
1ndustrlal output hed 1ncreaeed by 12,3 per cent a year during -the

lasgt three years of the present flve—year plan, _ e

_ _ Whlle contlnulng to develop 1te L0wWn reeourcee, his country was
| "extendlng its bilateral reletlons in trade, eoonomlc, technical and
__801ent1flo eo~operation w1th other oountrlee. In Africa alone, Romania
_ had ooncluded useful arrangemente w1th more than thirty countriee, by
vmeeps.of_ehort.and:long*term trade agreements. and contracte:for~oo—operatioh
q,on matters such as oil, phosphate and mineral prospeetlng.‘ Such cowopera~

tion was based on mutual beneflt and helpad %o stimulate trade.

Romanla had ‘made a concrste oontrzbutlon to thoge aot1v1t1es of the
Unlﬁed Rations: end the epeclallzed agencies that were almed at extendlng

- thé forms and ‘methods of ;nteznaelonel co»operatlon. 1t had been_ -



responeiblewfo:_mahy new -economic and social ventureg, including the
delivenyof complete plant for-building'faotories in the develdping
countries agalnst payment in manufactured products and the tralnlng of

“trade’ speolallste and exeoutlves.

HlS oountry hagd every 1ntentlon of extendlng 1ts relatlons with
'the Afrlcan oountrlee, both bllaterally and through the 1nternatlona1

organlzatlons.

Mr. PAVLICEK { Observer for Czeohoslovakla) Welcomed the
fact that the Commlsslon had extended the number of its members to
fortyuone, which guaranteed an absolute majority of African States
str1v1ng for the continent's development and ready to flght against the

remnants of colonlallsm.

' The United Wa tions Economic Commission for Africd Had thus become
a really repreeentaolve organization of the whole oontlnent. “His
'delegatlon was glad that in eplte of the difficulties of the flrst
Decade - the Commission had’ developed its organlzatlonal act1V1ty and’

issued a considerable quantity of important and ueefui_dooumenfe,‘

" Crechoglovakis followed with deep_intereet the actiﬁiﬁy of the

Commission and recognized its contribution to the economic developmerit

. of African countries. It‘was-ooﬂVinoed that the ourrent'eeeeioﬂ'would

'»represent a significant mlleetone in the co-ordlnatlon of development
efforts, |

" With regerd to the preparation of the seoond Development Decade,
‘he noted with. satisfaction that thoee ten yeare would be devoted to
.. applying a development strategy based on g system of olearly deflned
eeconomlc meaeuroe oriented towards the attalnment of formulated obgeotlves

on the. natlonal as well: as ‘on ‘the intérnational scale; It was natural that

: prlnolpal 1mportanoe ehould be attaohed.to meaeuree taken by the develoP—
'1ng oountrles themeelves, and the success of the seoond Decade would no
doubt depend on the degree to whloh_the,goverpments-of.those countries
“euoceeﬁeﬁoih mo?ilizing‘infernal,reeouroee and utilizing them rationally

for the purpose of economic development, and.also in freeing and utilizing
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the activity of the magses of population, as well as in'cp—operating

among themselvee.

Stre331ng the fundamental 1mportance of the eteps taken by thoseyr
cbuntrlee, hig delegaﬁlon by no- meane_undereestlmated the,lnfluence on
'theif-deveiopmeﬂt.ofiiﬁfernational econonic eonditions'and'df“the'economic
-*pollcles adopted by the developed countrles. Only an, 1nternat10nal
econom1c pollcy respectlng the 1ntereets of all countrlee OT groups" of
'}countrlee, based on the prlnclple of 1nter—dependence, would engoy a chanCe

of; success.r’

Czechoslovakla had qlready expressed its 1nterest in contrlbutlng
to- the preparatlon of-the second Decade. Its current situation: conditioned
“that 1nterest, even 1f the country was pa551ng through a 00mp1ex developw
meﬂt phase- and had " to remove -the causes of certain negatlve tendencies
: by means of econom;c reform and a more intensive part1c1patlonfof.the~1'

Czechoelovak economy in the internaticnal d1v151on of 1abour.

_ The fect that Czeehoslovakla belonged to- the communlty of socialist
countrles dld not mean that she was not 1ntereeted in. exPandlng economic
.“relations- with other countries, especially developlng countries, - She | _
.Z'malntalned commer01al and economlc relations Wlth the majority of Afriban
u'countrles, and had-started. a number of industrial progects in thoee :

'*countrles - gugar- mllls, tannerles, shoe faotorlee, cement and ceram10
”WOTKS, textlle mills, mining equipment, metalmworklng plants, and many
others, which offered fruitful prospects for the future. Her economy
was that cf a. small couﬂtry, and a spe01f10 develoyed sector of machlnery
constltute& half ker exports. Nevertheless she hoped that by comblnlng
her efforts 1n the 1ndustr1a1 field with 1ntereet1ng reeourcee of highly
tralned experts she would be able to contlnue nutual actlve ‘co~operation

w1th Afrlcan countrles.

' Mr. BOMANI (Uhlted Bepubllc of Tanzanla) offered hlS delegatlon S .
thanks for the Wlse and etlmulatlng address of hls Imperlal Megesty the_

S Emperor of Ethlopla, and for the eupport of the antlncolonlallet etruggle

“in Africa expreseed by the Secretary General in hle openlng speech. He

i
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‘was happy to welcome the three new members of the Comm1331on, and assured

the Ghalrman of hls delegatlon‘s full supporﬁ._

. The murder of Eduardo Mondlane, President of FRELIMO would not deter‘ "
hls country, which wculd continue to flght elde by side w1th its brothers

' wstlll undex the yoke of colonlallsm.‘

The flrst Development Decade had in fact been a politlcal decade for

VH_“the Afrlcan oontlnent, in that the Afrlcan countries had been prlmarlly

concerned with coneclldatlng their newly~won nationhood and meetlng the
asplratlons of the elltes. The second.Decade should be devoted %o “the

masses. and the peasants whe in Tenzanla's case formed 90 per cent of" the

"ffpopulatlon, they should be regarded both as producere and asg beneflclarles

“of the fruits. of economic development. The second Decade must in fact be

essentlally a rural developmeht decade,

The Afrlcan ‘countries must now" establleh their prlorltles and set up
the 1nst1tut10na1 machlnery for their 1mp1ementat10n. The annlvorsary '
see51on would, 1t was, hoped, provide guidelines. for the Comm1e31on 8 work,
If the flrst Decade were 1o be regarded as a polltlcal one, its powerless~
‘ness to attaln the reaeonable goals Ffixed would be seen not as a cause for
dlsappolntment but rather as. a sign . that the 1nternat10nal eoonomlc ‘climate
was not favourable to accelerated growth of the - poor‘through co~0peratron
of the rich. ' - ) o

Ihe 1aok of reallstlc proposals for SOIV1ng the problems of the"d
developlng countrleo explained the failure of ‘the first Decade. The develop—
ment: efforts of the developing countries were serlously handicapped EY thelr
1nadequate export earnlnge and low capacity to import’ capltal goods, and
to remedy that slination the Second se531on of UNGCTAD had requested that
exXport prices should be etablllzed at remuneraizve levels. Tb ellmlnate
the tarlff and non-tariff barrlers erected by the developed countries
agalnst “the exports of manufactured and seml—manufactured goods from +he: Afrlca
countrles, UNCTAD had proposed & generallzed system of non—dlscrlmlnatory,
non—re01procal tariff preferencee. | '



.-when it. was, most needed,. hecauee of Tanzanla's refusal to eemply w1th the
:g&demands of. a eertaln government._ That experlence hed proved to hlS Govern—

. ment the need for- self-reliance on the part of Afrlcan States. 'w ”h

 and that was not always the cage — such ald oould never sufflee, beeause of-

- bilize and. deve]op the;r resources and 1n the 1ast analy31s To eontrol natlonal
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The volume and terms of 1nternatlonal development flnanclng had been

l‘ldeterlorajlng durlng the last ten years, . and because of thai some countrlee
.. were sermously in debt.‘ The developlng ceuntrles would heve llked to see
..., that trend reversed and 1rﬁernat10nal transfers of eepltal made upon more
A.Ffevourahle terme._ Mbreover, the edJustment problem 1n shlpplng and other
'l;ulnvlslbles, 1though clearly spelled out had reeelved an equally dlscourag-

fllng response from the rleh natlense

In all those matters;-%he outcone of~the.second gegsSion oft UNCTAD had

" been. dlsapp01nt1ng, particularly to the African countrles.- The failure of
oo UNCTAD and that of  other 1nternatlonal arrangements 1ntended t0 help,the Third

rF World,y led binm to the following conclusions: the inherent . contrad;et;ene be-

tween rich and poor eould not be resolved until ‘the bargaining power of the

_-poor, countrles was strengthened, the rich countrles not only had the means

- Of exp101t1ng their. resources better than the poor ones, but also the ability
o 2nd wish to explolt the rest of the world, unless Afrlea and the other eount—_

.;“rles of the Third World reelsted that ettltude, thelr development would meet

.. Wwith increasing obstaclesa

Tanzania had had bitter experience of the‘instaﬁilitynof-eid provided

. by the deveIOped counfrlesc; Such eld had been w1thdrewn at the very momentv

et

‘Self-reliance had. become p0pu1ar because it s0unded dynamlc‘ but 1t

1mposed personal sacrifices and dlSClpllne upon. those who edvoeeted ;t. In

-;}ﬂh1s own country's case, the ‘theory and practlce of self—rellanee had been
-:clearly laid dowyn in the Arusha Declaratlon, Wthh stated that money did not
‘ constltute the major 1nstrument of development end that even 1f the developed

countries were _prepared to glve flnanclal as31stanee to the developlng ones -

the extent of the needso

In other, werds, self—rellance was the developlng eountrles’ will to mo—
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" means of production and use them excluQ1vely for the beneflt of the people.
"'That was what the Tanzanlan Government had done after adoptlng the Arusha,

Declarailon, and the p@lzcy had borne- frumi desplte “the- predlcﬁLons of the

" prophetsi of @oom.” Banks QuranCP TﬁTpOTEiiDﬂﬂy\expﬂmﬁqﬁm@ﬁrt'hdhﬂes and
' “mllls in EﬁﬂiEHU£LJﬁHET?ﬁﬁﬁculg‘aﬁaﬁfflclentl?}mlf not better,’ than*befsre1

and,for the flrst.tlme they“wﬁre serv1mg thaucounﬁry The Gﬁvemnment had .
overhauled the educaiional. sysﬁem “nheilied from e -coldnial . rugzme+ ‘80 a8 -

- to- train: AfrloansmaS'bullders df their. counéry,

Hla delegailon noted wzth pleasure tha$ the theme of the. annlversary

‘a59551on was self~rellanceo- It ﬁOped that ﬁhat theme, sucoessfully adopted -
~ by his owm, country, would be app?led at the contlnental level -and that sult—

“ghle pollcies and -institutions would- be adqpted to implement it.

Tanzania was' confident ﬁhaﬁ ECA WOﬁid”oéntiﬁﬁe to'play'tﬁé:piéhéering

. 'role thai it had.alrea&y sqccessfully begun in settlng up IDEP the African
'Development Bank" w1th its all»Afrloan capltal and the subnreglonal_economlc
:'grouplngs designed to promote selfuvellanca in trade and 1ndustr1allza$10n.

It locked forWard to the day when ECA wouldy transtrm 1tself'1nto an Economic

R Gpmmunlty of’ Afrlcau-_ o ; ; co ' e

ECA cou%d,play Mo less effeotlve a role 1n remov1ng obstaclés . from w1th—.

b out and in crea}ing condltlons ‘conduicive t0 African develoPment ‘baged on self-

relisnes. It Qould ‘for example, 1n1t1ate a series of negotiations simllar

to the kennedy Round to untie the aid granted to the - Afrlcan sountries.

ffLoans gragted on more flexible terms would enable The Afrlcan oountrles to

“trade Wlth each . other and buy cheaper and more suitable. goods.

ECA ﬁould also make studles on stabilizing- the prices of prlmary produsts,

  sth as thoae belng conducted by “the World Bank and “the Internatlonal Monetary
Fuﬂd, and would be better plaoed than any single African- State: to make recom-
mendatlons ang 1nfluenoe the shape &6f whatever institutional and flnanclal

_arrangements were agreed upon “to stabilize prices.’

He would not touch upon other 1mportant maiters such a8 the need o

Afrlcanlze the secretarlat which was essentlal 1if the Commission were 1o

engoy tne ‘confidence and support of its members"cr $he crucial questlon of
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UNDP, and the sp901a11zed genhzes,‘or “the' relatlons between ECA and 0AU,
;AEhQSepmssuesqﬁould;be deal’ w with - separately 1n.arreso¢utlon, and his delega~

hien: mould~make'itﬂ*p@qitiﬁn*knowwﬂa*;ihn_pr t:mer_rNeverthelsss he w1shed

TR ﬁoqassure the -Gommigsion: that his- Government wag committed feo.winning for

ECAoanreffectlve inordlnatlve role.in . the gooponicand. 900131 development
~of - Afrlca, -and. borgreater: deceﬂtraglzaulon of United Natious. act1v1t1es S0

as to br1ng=them oloser—terr@ali$ypmn Sy e L etk

rles delegatlon deeply - gppﬂe@hated the constructive: priticism of ECA by
i the secretariatiand: membe“ Sta*eag'aﬂowever -t the moment; tge ‘best way of

i sepving the..cause of: development’ wouldppe Lor. each country. te adopt the cause

- of self-rellance tuned to the, developmﬁnt of the whole. c‘c::n’!:v1msa::11:,.I

.
e

Nh HOO (Lomm1b31oner Fov Tecnnlcal ”o—operailon) was pleased to
301n in celebratlng the tenth anrlversary of ECA more partloularly 51nce,
< 4% ‘Commissioher’ for: Technidal - CO—OpeVailO“? ‘he had watched fot seven years

the 1mportani rele: the  Commisaion was: plav1ng in Africa.: Y

When ECA was esuab¢1shea in 1959, “the total of Udited NaﬁlOns Technlcal

| A331stance for Afrloa wa Les~ than %1 mllllon? ond “HHi¥re-wste rioSpecial

Fund progecus 1n Ai ’ Tp cu“renr flgure ‘for ‘huok' asgistaned was $17

o mllllon,'and thene were fortj—onc Sp301a1 il pTOJthSa -“Profi the beginning,

ECA had helped uhe develop:nr countrles ih aPriss o' 1dcnt1iy “tHeir prlorlty
needs, to plan their ,ebnnlcal assigtance programmes, and 0 apply ﬁechnlcal
expertlse 1o the solution of their economic and social development problems.
The Commission had addreesed ite por s emlanattention to helping the young
African States 1o solve their mogt urgent problems, especially that of
gtrengthening thm:; government machinery and 1mprovmg their economlc and
gsocial 1nfraﬁtruogu:enr Such ass vigtance had come largely under the heading

of regional programmes, which had risen from 70,000 dollars ten years earlier

¥

~

$0 1.4 million dollars.in 1968,

Tn addition to such programnes; ECA had esbabllshea a number of middle-
level centres for: the training of statisticians which hzd been completed by

the subsequent estab shmenu of hlghec—Level training centres with a531stance
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from.thejSPeciél_Fund.' Tt had also provided advisory services through its

coTps of regional‘statistical'advisers;

- The Comm1351on had given a greai ‘deal .of attention to the. tralnlng of
‘government offlclals in all- branches of admlnlstratlon by’ means ‘of short
oourses, semlnars, study tours, ‘etc., and hagd- thus contr;buted-towards
strengthening government machinery at all levels. The Commissidn‘s'seé-‘
”retarlat ‘and- reglonal technical advlsers had malntalned close contact with

individual experts serving 1n_countr1es throughout Africa.

Nor had the Commission néglected'the importance of basic research, or

the compilation of data about both human and natural resources, It had

taken the lead in carrying out studies throughout Africa in co~operation with

the specialized agencies and bilateral aid sources, and had become a re—
positoﬁy of a cohsiderable volume of valuable information about the poiten-

tlal and the needs of the Afrlcan contlnent.

The outstanding accomplishment of the Comm1551on was. the ooncept of
unity which it had fostered from the very beglnn1ng, startlng with e¢onomlc
' 1ntegrailon at the sub—reglonal level. That concept was the key to ecoriomic
_and soclal progress for most parts of - Afrlca, and had been advanced

immeasurably by the establishment of the Organlzatlon of African Uhlty, the
. African Development Bank, the Afrlcan Instltute for Economic DeveIOpment

Planning and the Special Fund multlnatlonal progects.



E/CN .14/SR.146(IX)
Page 9+ - .

» Ir the flrst Decade could be looked back upon. as that ef: foundation.
.bulldlng for Afrloan development the second should be looked forward to
as the perlod when -8, eolld superstructure based upon Welle drawn plane"

' could be bullt._ feonomic growth in Afrloa fell far: short of the tarqet

set for the first Development Decade,. especially ‘in the field of '
;nagrloulture.- There was a need to co~ordinate efforts within the United

- Nations family, ard to face the faot that as +the needs of Afrloa 1noreased th
‘ereeouroee available o her declined. " 4s =8 result, the countries would

have to uee thelr resouroee more wisely and- oo operatlvely.. ‘At the same
-tlme, they rust attemp to expand the flow cf, resources 1o the developlrg
countrlee, end to end at 1ast the d1v1elon of the world between .an. affluent

North and a poverty—strloken SOuth

Afrloa needed more teohnlcal assistance for its development thdn sny
,other contlnent . The programmlng mission recently sent to Kenya to asegist
: the government in determining its needs and available resources had- revealed
l that the oountrlee of Bast Africa had g higher teohnloal aeeletance R
,tﬁoomponent 1n thelr external aid mlx than.did countries in- other parts of
:_rthe,worl@lh 40 to 5O“Qer_oentﬂes oompared‘W1th 15 — 20 per cent globallyg
« While the Tnited Nations programmes .of technical aséiétéﬁéé“had’ﬁdf
M:been 1arge as oompared w1th the programmes financed from bllateral souroeeo
they had been 1mportant in terms of thelr content and the 1mpaot they had

_on‘@evelopment., Moreover,_they_had grown_Gonslderably-durlng,the decade.

* The total of all Urited Nations sponso;ed programmes in Afrlca had

~orisen from $892 000 in 1959 to-about $17 mllllon in 1968 Afrloa now o

'reoelved 35 per cent of* ail reeources for’ ae51stance avallable thrOugh the

. United Nations. - The most: rapid-incréase’ hdd come through the Speelal FLnd

~“:pr03ecte, which- had increased from ZET0 1n 1959 to an eetlmated

310 million in 1968,  -With respect to ECA'S reglonal programme of teohnleal
*ae51etanoe, 38 4 per cent of ‘the funds available to ‘the United Natlons for

°; "@ll regions in 1967 had been” ‘alldcated to ‘the ‘Beonomic Commlselon for ‘Africa.
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“

He mentioned the key role of the United Nations: regular programme
of’ technical assistance, partloularly Whére Africa was oonoerned. While
small in terms of money ($2.5 million for Africa), thet'progremme‘had supporte: .
ECA's corps of thirty-seven regional advisers. At short notice, those . |
advisers had bsen providing ‘short-term assistance to Afrlcan governments, A
and had zssisted them in the sclution of urgent prOblems, in the assessment
of requesuafor aSS1etance, in the- formulatlon of teohnloal a851stenoe rrojects;
and so on, -In addition, the regular prOgramme had financed 1nter~reglonal

adv1sers, who also rendered a&vzeory services to African governments.

In that connexion, decisiornshad been taken at the Seventh gession
of ‘the Governing Council of the Urited Nations Development Programme regardlng
the future role of the United Nations regular programme. That was the
programme financed from the regular budget of the United Natlons. The -

Secretary—Generel who had been requested by the Governing Council to study

__the purpoaesané.obgectlves of ‘the regular prOgramme and its relatlonshlp to

 the UNDP Programmes and tc make appropriate recommendations, had indicated

that the regular programme was a major source of funds for financing technical
assiztance progects in the flelds of soolal development and public administra-
tion, and also in flnanolng projects carrled out at the sub—reglonal,

reglonal and 1nter—reg10nal levels, thus playlng 8 major role in connexion

w1th Unlted Natlons efforts to promote reglonal eo-operatlon.

In view of the llmlted resources of .the regular programme and because

of ‘its unique feature of flexibility to meet emergency situations and to

1n1t1ate projects. whloh eventually would be financed by UNDP, . the Seoretary%

_General had proposed that in the future. the programme be dlreoted towards

a531st1ng governments in economic and soecial development plarning, enhan61ng

the range of a551stanoe in hlgh~pr10r1ty flelds of activity, renderlng short-

: term a881stance enabllng governments to deal Wlth unforeseen emergencles,

strengthenlng tralnlng activities and providing the United Natlons regiongal

oommleelons and the United Nations EGOnOmlG and Social Offloe in  Beirut with the

means of carrying out their operational responSAbllltles in certain areas.,
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‘MTheiGQﬁernihg Council had endsrsed the Secre%afyaGenef51“s7ieGQﬁmeﬁaa—
.tgens-regardingjthe,future“eharacteriaﬁd‘roiewof the:regular brogramﬁe, end
had stressed the importance of ensuring that iteiéeedﬁreee;weﬁid fuiFil”
requests for a351stance frOm governments for Whlch the programms: was

'pertlcularly sulted . L e P S

The Secretary—General had -likewise euggested'prdéremming and .
budgetary procedures which the Governlng Councll had - recommended that the ‘
Economlc and Soclel Councll propose. to the General Assembly. If those -
_'urecommendatlons as a Wholewere aocepted the new approach to the regular
4;=programme of technlcal COm operatlon would mean that the SeeretaryaGeneral

"WOuld'be betﬁep_eble_tq-eeqyelthe needsuqf the;develqpmng counjrlee.

There were many interesting examples of projédte'ih’epefation iﬁ?Africa
1n 1968 ~the Eaet Afrioan Railways. and Harbours Training Development
Pro;ect prOVJded w1th adv1sers by ECA and as31gned.an expert under the
UNDP(TA) programme; the ‘two Special Fund projects for the training of"
statisticians in Cameroon and Uganda, the 1968 assignment of an expert to'eseiE'
the Government of Senegal in the formulatlon of & Speclal Fund project in.
_connexlon w1th publlc admlnlstratlon,'and the Special. Fund mlneral .
,;exploratlon proaects, many of Whlch were, certaln to. lead to -investment and

='"explc}l'i;at:Lon. _ o L__; R e ,”.,I_i_u‘gi,

- Con31derab1e satlsfactlon could be derived from “the 1968 technidal’

. a551stance programme and particularly from the success achieved in comblnlng
,the regular prOgramme, UNDP(TA), and the - Speclal Fund programmes fo effect
the,maxmmum‘lmpact on .thé golution of economlc and eoclal development provlems
in Africa.. - ‘ ‘ Lo

The ECA would be a maJor contrlbutor to the promotlon of eGOnomlc and
soclal develcpment in Africa in the next decade. The United Nations Office

of Technlcal Co=operation had been examlnlng means by wh1ch co-oPeratlon o

It was partlcularly anxious -to gee that ECA became actlvely 1nv01ved 1n “the

o !
Lo T
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programming of assistance-: throughout Africa, and would like to entrust
it with more operational IeSpOnSlbllltleS, partloularly for oarrylng out

economlc integration progects‘

It was certain that EFA would take the lead in the oo~ord1natlon of_
technlcal assistance. . Co ordlnetlon of llmlted as51stenoe funds would

provide the. key to the success of future development efforts.

‘Besides couordlnatlon,_the chief task before the Commlss1on Was that
of promotlng the establishment of viable economlc grouplngs throughout _
the contlnent.: Although, in the final analysis, 1nd1v1dual governments would
have to decide the form and siructure of such”communltles”, it would be for
the Commisgion, through technlcal advisory serv1oes, to encourage them along

the road to - co-operatlon.-f

In oonclus1on, he wished to assure the Exeoutlve Secretary that the

Office of Technical Co- operetlon would, eontlnue to give hlm 1ts fullest

.support.

Mr. GORSE (France) said that from the very outset of the se531on
speakers had stressed the hard reallties of the oontlnent and had mentloned
development problems in terms of challenge. His own hope lay in the economic
and human resources of Afrlca. The short hlstory of ECA was epltomzzed by
its manifold efforts to -bring about better understandlng between w1dely
dlfferlng peoples Cand. to unite the contlnent in~ brotherhood by co= oPeratlon,
a significant -and humane 1dea t0 “which hls own couniry was deeply attached.
African problems were of'ten, however, not very different frOm problems in

other parts. of the. WOrld for example, the flight from rural areas wes a

'subaect of unlversal coneernel.

~ The guestion of aid was at the very: heart of the relations between |
déeveloping and industrialized oountrles. TIn- splte of the criticism that
had been veiced, it should not be forgotten that, espeolally to ‘the -younger

generatlon, co-operation mesnt conmunity of human 1nterests. Franoe was

fully aware of the paramount. 1mportance of cultural and technlcel oo-operatlon,

during the last six years 1t had doubled the fundsallotted to. that form of
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alid,, and there Were‘now nearly QO'OOO-Prench teachers in Africa;' Two- 7 :
thlrde of Frenoh aid was: fznanoed by government Funds; 85 per ‘cent of 1% I
. Was. granted in the. form of donations and half went to Africay Such aid

- Was oomglementary to:multllateral aseletanee;.foralnstance,~Frenbh '
contributions hadalready Teen used together with those of : international
.fineeoipgfinstiﬁutlons,‘to carry: out large—seale,agricultﬁral5projects:in
Cameroon and Dahomey and %o se% up a-fertilizer‘indusfry in'Senegal. -

In splte of France's economlo end flnanelal dlfflcultles in’ 1968 Government
ald had not dlmlnlshed It was trus that development in hlghly 1nduetr}allzed
‘countrlee brought about 1ts oun problems, and everything muet be done to

av01d the eomblnatlon,of a natural Afrlcan'tendency to want to "go it alone"
‘ and a temptatlon on the part of the industrialized countries. to wlthdraw

' 1nto thelr ehell,_that would only increase the gep between them,

The total volume of French trade w1th Afrlca was. 1ncrea51ng steadmly,
A but was characterlzed by an 1noreaelng lerge Frenoh deficit., The opening

lup of Frereh markets for Afrloan produsts had been, matched by an increase

in French exporte to Afrlea. His eountry had also helped to brimg about N
.‘organlzatlon of 1nternatlonal trade that was favourable to .the African
'countrles, partloularly as regards markets for thelr COmmodltles. Resulte
1ncluded the 1968 coffee agreement which would enable African producers to .
: keep thelr outlete for Robusta gradee and the November. 1967 resolutlon ' é
of Rio de Janeiro’ ander Whloh the 1nternatlonal flnanclng 1nst1tat10ns _

had agreed to help commodlty markets.

The eeeentlal p01nt was, of course, that the- Afrlcan peoplee ehould
‘ make thelr own efforte at develspment.  France was ready to fulf11 its
obllgatlons and to help EGA in a frlendly splrlt in its work of ¢o-

.operatlon.

. BOTAN (Somalla) recalled that ECA had sometlmes encountered ’

l_probleme that seemed 1nsolub1e, but had, succeeded 1n meklng 2 practlcal

. start in co-oPeratlon._

Somalla-waeeone of the least developed of the Eaet-ﬂffieen couhtrieer

Exports t¢ the sub-region were lower than imports; tax yieldexwere merginel;
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-and, agriculture-GOuldabeeexpandedroﬁly at great cost in fﬁfee%ment.

Somalia had a great. deal of arable land'but ‘1little water, in epite of its

- two rivers. Propsyp utlllzatlon of water resources would, however, improve

llVlng standards. As far a8 1nduetr1allzetlon was GOncerned the

barmonization of 1nduetr1ee in the sub—reglon was absolutely'eseentlel

“Somalla had eodlum chloride resources and a very hlgh grade gypeum ‘deposit which

- could be used to produoe eulphurlo acid,

His' country fully approved of reorgan121ng the structure of ECA ‘which

‘ upwould improve its %ffleacy.! It belleved that eelf-rellence would come

from co-oPeratlon and co- ordlnatlon at the sub—reglonal, reglonal and inter-

- regional levels, The ECA should adopt prlorlty measures de51gned te beneflt

““the. least developed of the Afrlcan countrles.

Mr. EL NABT (Suden) saild that ten yeare' work had w1dened a8 well as

: deepened the experience of ECA and made it much more efflclent 1n carrylng

-out its: functlone.” Nevertheleee, Africa Wwas still far short of the 5 per cent

target. set by the first Deveiopment Decade for the GDP 1ncreaee. The figures
for :Africa in document E/CH. 14/UNCTAD/II/3 showed that only 7 countries
out of 40 had exceedéd that target, and that “the hlgheet rate dld not exceed

-7 per. cent. A Tew countries kad negatlve rates, the average belng 337 per

-cent. Apart' from Libya, the per caplﬁa growth’ rate was guet over l per cent.

That cOuld be attrlbuted to multlple factors, malnly the imperfeetions
and rlgldlty of the flow of 1nternet10ne1 trade and the problems of foreign

capital and ald. The downward trend in bilateral aid showed that multi-

. lateral aid ‘was. preferable. ‘He stressed the 1mportance of arrangemente by which

eoft loane would be eubstltuted for tied loans, Whlch should be tolerated only
for high priority proaecte yleldlng high returne.‘ '

On the eubgect of basic commodity priees, he Sald that elsal and cotton

..prices had declined appreciably, cotton prices hav1ng fallew by 20 per cent
between 1961 and 1967.7°0f the two Internatlonal Nonetary Fund (IMF) proposals

for establishing basic commodity prices, he preferred the Compensatory

Financing Method to the Commodity Agreements method.

LR e
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W1th.regerd to tarlffe and trade preferences, he Was uneaey about the

'rtarlff cuts relatlng malnly to manufactured goode, and favoured concerted - é

. J "xmractlon to' abolish reclproelty on. the part of developlng countrles. When E
| _countrlee in the reglon reached $he etage of exportlngg barrlers between

§ ¥l African States would have to be removed. -

To remedy the shortage of 1nternat10na1 llquldlty, flret a llnk should

.ﬂi be establlshed between the MR Spe01a1 Draw1ng nghte (SDRS) and develoPment
-':“flnance,'as prOpoeed by OAD. Second, the repayment perlod should be‘6 to 8
‘yeare, 1netead of 3 to 5. Thlrd the Fund’e quotae ehould be 1ncreased to

]
I i
)

'”prov1de addltlonal reserves.

Hls delegatlon eonsldered that reglonal market 1ntegrat10n through a
Syetem of bllaterel trade areangemente among the various countrles and algo

among reglonal groups mlght ultlmately develop a Panuﬁfrlcan Comm0n Market.

i
j
i
i
]
]
1
[
I
i

Apart fron’ that, the time had come o set up dlfferent payments unlons to
‘”encourage exchange w1th1n the respectlve reglone aS well as bllateral payments
=?Jagreemen%e between the varlous groups, That form of 1ntermun10n payments might g
“lead 4o & Pan—Afrlcan Paymente Unlon, a strong foundatlon for a PanmAfrlcan :

Common Market,
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. e, BIANUEL (Rwanda) agreed Wlth the representatlve of Kenya
that the ECA mus be enabled to play 1ts full part in the economio and

so¢ial advancement of the African countries and to help themho eurmount

_the many obstacles they were faclng,

I the light of past experience, BECA must Lielp the African countries

=.durlng the nex+t Decade to raise their sitandard of living oon81derably,

improve agrlculture and stock—breedlng, increage and diversify exports.

ECA muet_aleottake all necessary measures to protect African commodities,
Which_were'threafened By‘oompetiﬁion from similar products from the more
advanced countries or by the fact that African pro&uction was not comple—
mentary. Other sectors merited special attention during the second Decade,
partlcularly development of oommunloatlons and traneport, tralnlng of

managerlal staff and 1ndustr1allzat1on.

The African countrlee appreciated the serviceg of ECA experts but

_studlee and research by such experts should be followed up.as far as pos—

sible by'praotlcal Jmplementatlonn His delegation was therefore in favour

of the idea of decentralizing ECA aotivitiee 0 énable it to givemoonorete

: assietanoe 1o the Afrioan countries,

Mr. MAVOUNGOUlf;ongofBrazzav1lleZVreaff1rmed his country 8 support

- for BECA and noted with eatlsfaotlon the oonelderable amount of work done

during the first ten years oa its existence., BHis delegatlon fully endorsed
the commemoratlve resoluﬁlon oelebratlng the ﬁenth anniversary of the

Commission.

As regards development planning, his Government considered that Africa's

best chances lay in 1nten31fy1ng exchanges of all kinds among the African

- countries, particularly as regards industry. He hoped that during the next
"deoade the Commission would encourage intra~-African trade by all possible

-Means, through bold, planned 1ndustr1allzatlon directed towards develop~

ment of natural resources — mines,; foresis, and power,

Turnlng to aid for the developing countries, he suggested that as
regards financing, trade and marketing, the battle ehould ‘be limited to

harmonlzlng and stendardizing trade, and to 1nﬁroduolng a kind of ethic
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¢:Jbe¢ween4dEVequed anﬁ“developiﬂgvcouﬂtriési“*Aésisténbe-iﬁ%ﬁhaﬁhﬁrea Wasg _
- wlight,. the conditions under whlch it was granted were Becoming 1ncrea51ngly
1d1fflcu1t -and the: lack of llquldltles entalled by the 1nternat10nal monetary
€;crlsls w8 dending - to reduce even more the aid glven ‘to the - developlng

-,ccunﬁrles.

To obtaln equal bargalnlng oondltlons for the Third Wbrld countrles

from the:-advanced: nations,, - the Commission must 1nslst that Afrlcan products

- e, bought at remuneratlve prices and- that any forelgn firw investing dna-

‘,develoPlng country: must.relnvest a.large.part of its profite 1n that-oountry.

T g NBAL (leerla) sald that ECA had glven the Afrlcan countrles

a greater sense of awarenessy’ and a better appreclatlon of thelr economlc

gproblems. “Nevertheless, in: view of . present nseds the Comm1ss1on s terms

of reference, adopted in 1958, whenidit had only anine members, had: o be

o rev1sed.; To. further the pregress of: Afrlca, which was economloally thie

';;1east developed region in the - Third World, EOA- ‘must.-do more than ldenﬁlxy

problems and make feaslblllty studies.. It.must help to channel fowards:

hwgﬁfrlca a. larger preportion of - Uhlted Natlons resources and it ust have the

ggmecessary authorlty to achieve p051t1ve actlon from-which $the Afrlcan Btates

,eap practlcal beneflts.L

There was also g need for more dlrecﬁ 11nks between ECA and the Afr:can

‘x_governmants 80. that the decisions taken at the Comm1531on s meetlngs

ethhe full will of- 1ts member Statés and could be’ taken serlously.

relatlons were algo: needad betweén BCA and Hedds of State w1th1n the -

rk‘af OAU DeCISlOnS concerning the-Commission wers made i1 the

w1th the governments concernedu

For rapld-growth based on self—rellanoe, dntra~African trade Was

absolutely essentlal Hls delegatlﬁn therefore weloomed ECi's. pr0posed

studles -on tr&de expansion in West Africa:’ It gleo’ fully endorsed ‘the work

_programme regardlng economlc development dnd planning. The agrlcultural

develoPment targets 1a1d down in that programme were partlcularly ‘important

' s1nce the 1ndustr1a1 sector could make no real progress untll a large part

of Afrlcan soclety was removed from 1ts present subs1stence 1eve1, o
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Industrlallzatlon,regarded as a megor facgtor in- repld econom1c growth .

for the 1ndependent African States was restrlcted by smali markets, short-

age of quallfled labour and lack of cep;tala ECA.ehould ‘encourage establish-

ment of mizlii-national institutions to developfinternafional‘couoperation
in the sub-regions. In other WOrds, a strategy for induetrializafioh*in

all the regionseWae rneeded. 80 as to avoid overlappings

FCA could not progress beyond ‘the fact-finding stage %o that of

.oonefete actioh.programmes-an&'hélping Africa to solve its probleme without

the guidance and. eupporb of the governments of member Statee. Moreover,

'governmente must take all the necessary measures under their ‘national

programmes to honcur thelr ccmmlﬁments to ECA.

M DIBBA {Gambia) said *hat his government strongly supported

the objectives of the Ebonomlc Commis&ion for Africa.  The time Was ripe

"to take stock of the Commission's activities and to consider ways and means

of improving its effectivensss as a medium for promoting the economic and

social progress of Africa, BHis delegation:agfeed with others that the

Commission .required certain structural innovations if it were %o be better

'equlpped to face the many probleme of the second Development Decade. CECA

must now proceed from studies and research to more aotlve 1nvolvement 1n

‘the development of  Africa,

His Govermment supported the acthltles of the secretarlat in encoura—

"glng and stimulating eub-reglonal economic Go~operation, which Wae vital

to the economic survival and polltlcal 1ndependence of the Afrlcen coun—

‘triesy Having resard to the failure of the sscond UNCTAD conferenCe, it

was essential to develop iptra-African trade and to harmonize agricﬁltural
and indugtrial policies. ‘ - S
Existing co~operation, pavticularly political s between ECA and OAU

should be strengthened durlng the eecond Development Decadé. Sinbe'the

rComm1351on was the principal United Natlons body in. Afrlca, it should

decentrallze United Nations economlc and social work for Afrlca.

He urged the induetrialized countriee to intensify thelr efforts ‘o

promote the progress of the deve10p1ng countries by enterlng 1nto agree—

ments guaranteelng falrer and more remunerative prlces for commoaltles and

£
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: f:of both reclplent and ‘donor countries.

Very. dlsapp01nt1ng that the per caplta yearly 1ncrease in product was

. lonly 1 per cent. durlng “the flrst Development Decade.'

of Africa'lnte fonr-sub—regions which would probably ultimately coalesce
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by making it easier for manufactured and semi-manufactured products from

developing countries to enter their markets. They should also glve loans

~and other forms .of aid to Afrlcan ‘countries on softer terms. He appealed
“-to The developed ceunﬁrles +6 educat e public’ oplnlon on the de51rab111ty

-of . giving a551stance to the African countrles, whleh was 1n the 1nteresﬁ

-

}M; GABALLAB (Unlted Arab Republlc), recalllng that economic

:development was the major theme of ECA's nznth se8510n, observed that

i

the growth rates recorded 80 far were far’ from saﬁlsfactory., It Was also

The problem of develcpment 1n the contextcﬁ?ﬁheDevelopmentiDecedesralsaithe

lneeparable 1esues of the self—rellance of the developlng countries and

!

thelr relatlons w1th the developed countrles. Whlle the Afrlcen countries

‘ﬂthemeelves ‘had to dewvelop and dlver31fy their economy ‘and epeed up thelr

- growth, the fact remained that unstable commodlty prlces and ﬁarlff barrlers

gto Afrmcan exports of sem1—manufactures and manufactures llmlted the _ @
-vopportunltles for economic development.. To remedy that state of affalrs, | '
‘1t wes necessary to reform the international prlee eystem 1tself Whlch '

_operated to:the ‘advantage ‘of the developed countrles and to the dlsadvantage

Lof the developlng countrles, since the developlng countrles sold thelr

products in a competitive market but bought from a. monopollstlc market.
So long as ‘that problem Temained unsolved, unquallfled acceptance of the

prlnclple of self—rellance would imply & contlnulng draln on’ the economles

ef the Afrlcan countries. o Lo :;m;ffl;nm:,”cum

__Economlc co-operation was an essential condition for accelerating
development, and his Government supported action to promote it, in which
the Commiesion had been pleying an importantirole for some jears. However,

thedapproach to economic integration adopted by ECA, namely the division

into. a single region, raised important problems. It would therefore be

necessary-to re-examine any form of organization with a view to providing:

the flexibility needed for more effiolent economic integration.that could '
que with_future sconomic changes. '
|
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The need for the Comm1831on to Wlden its act1v1t1ee beyond mere

fact—flndlng during the next Decade was 1ncree31ngly belng recognlzed.

Consequently, structural changee were needed to enable the Commlse:ton%= *%”‘

t0 expand its functlons and to speed up the development of the African.
countrlee. However, those changee would only te meanlngful in eo far

as member Governments of the Commlselon Would support them.

M MALBKOY (Gabon) drew attentlon to the report of the secretarlat
entltled "4 Venture in Self—Rellance“ He felt like the authors of that
document that the next decade of ECA would lead the African eountrlee ,
ta selfmrellance, if not to economlc 1ndependence. However, the achlevement

of that eelfurellance requlred concerted efforte at the natlonal and

‘continental ‘levels,

The countrlee should draw on thelr Oown resources- for the study of

nnatlcnal development problems before turnlng tc assistance and cohoperation

" based on blleteral and multllateral agreements. However, the aeelstance'

should be adapted to the prlorltles of the countrles and should be 1ntegrated

S0 far as poss1b1e in the economlc development plane. The coneerted

1e‘hudy of natlonal resources and of aselstance prov1ded undexr bllateral and
"multllateral agreements ehould lead tc¢ the formulation of 8 comprehenelve

programme for the country as a whole. At the contlnental 1eve1 ECA should

co—ordlnate the varlous development pollcies by encouraging the functlon
of sub~reglonal economic unlts.

The meeting roseiat 1,30 Dem. . ‘ .



