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E/CN,14/4%6/13
.. . PREAMBLE

ls  In exercise of the powers conferred by paragraph 2 and 4(f) of
Article VII of the Constitution of the Association of African Trade

Promotion Organizayiqnsg-the-following,ﬂules are herehy made: -

(I, smstol

S DMm AW rcs P smstls

2 Session of the Qeneral Assembly shall be held in pursuance of the

provisions of paragraph 2 of Article VII of the Constitution of the
Association, '

(a) Reguler sessions at & date rébdmﬁéndéd‘b& the Générailﬁésembly
at a previous session after consnltation with the Seoretary- -

General; '

(b): Emergency sessions at the request gfﬁfhe mejority of the meyberg;

"', of the Asscciation after consultation with the Secretary-Ceneraiy.

L cRalez.

3%2:?(%)- ﬁ;@ﬁiséégieﬁﬁéﬁﬁvenéd in ﬁupguancé of éﬁbép&fagraph (é)?ﬁf;lff
o of these Rules shall be held ot a place decided upor by +he -

General Assembly at a previous session, due consideration . .u o

- being given to the principle that the Ceneral Assembly may
~meet at the headquarters of the Association or in the differen

member States of the Associaticng

(b) Sessions, convened in puvsuance. of sub-paragraph (b) of rute’l »°
of the Rules shall be held at a place determined by the
r - Secretary-General inpconsultatioﬁ‘with-the;President-oﬁ*tﬁeﬁ
General Assembly. . D L PP ST N A

St

i
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NOTTFICATION OF DATE OF OPENIHC
Rule 3

4e The Secretaﬁy-General shall notlﬁy the member States of the“*
Association of the date and place of the meeting of each session at least
51xty daye in the case of a regular session and not exceeding thirty days
in the case of an emergericy session before the commencement of such session,
 Such notification shall also-be made.to.the Economic, Commission for Africa,
the Organization of African Unity and such other bodies or organizations
operating in the same field as the ASSOCldthH and with which liaison has
been establlshed by the Association.

©IT. AGENDA -
© DRAWING UP AND COMMUNICATION OF PROVISTONAL AGENDA

CRule 4

_5. , The prov151onal agenda fcr-each se531on shall be drawn up by the
Secre%any—General in consultation with the President of the General
Assembly and shall be commmicated in three copies, together with the

basic documents relating to each item, o the member States of the
Association and to the organs and organizations referred to im rule 3 .
of these Rules not later than sixty days in the case of‘the regul session
and thirty days in the case of an emergenqy seSSIOn prlor to the openlng

of such sessloﬁ.- R : : R '

6e The- prov151onal agenda Ehall 1nclude 1tems proposed by

(a)+ The Gerieral ‘Assembly at a previous session and 1ts Bureau°
(b) The Sub=regional Conferencess A

éc;. Any member State of the Assoclatlon;

é) The Secretary-General



RWISIO;\L_.QE THE AGRVDA

Rule 6

Te - (a) After the agenda has been adopted the General Assembly may at
' - any time revise it., In the event that a member State of the
Association does not weceive’ the reports, studies and
documents to be considered during a session sixty days in
. ., advance, its representative shall have the right to request
., that the items. %0 ‘which those reports, studies, and’ documents-
- refer shopld e ‘excludéd from’ the agenda, and’ the‘ Enéral
' Assembly shall 1mmed1ately grant,such a request. ;

(v) Notw1thstand1ng the foreg01ng pr0v181ons, % When an 1tém ia
' ‘submitted for consideration by the General Assembly, three~
quarters or more of ‘the representatives of the member States
-ageredited to attend a given session insist that it should
nevertheless be discusseﬂ,~that decision shall prevail,

T RFLPRESENTATION AND CREEJEE\ITIAIS

Rule 7
. ey e :
84  Hach member State of the Assoclatlon shall be represented in the General
Asgembly by an accredited leader of -the delegation. And such leader.of
delegation may be accompanied to the sessions of the General Assembly by
alternate representatives and adv1sers and when absenty he may be replaoed
by an alternate representatlve. R P ST I NS B o

o Rﬁie”S e

Qe The credentials of representatives and the names of alternate
representatives and advisers shall be submitted to the Secretary-General
before the meeting which the representatlves are to attend.  The Secretary-
General shall examine the credentials and submit his report to the

{7 Ppegident of the Géneral. Assembly.: This rule shall:not, however, prevent

Yuig imeniber State of 'the, Association fromichanging ids- representatlves, 3
#lternate- representatzve ‘or.advizers subsequentlyy subject to proper o
subm1531on and examlnatlon of oredentlals» where neededy . L
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., OFFICERS

BLECTION OF THE PRPSTMENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS
| AND RAPPORTHEIR )

. Rale 9

10, ... The .General ASSQMElmﬁshalli.atﬁthe 6bmman¢emeht~of'eabhlregular

session elect its President, two Vice-Presidents and one Rapporteur, in
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3 of Article VIL of the
Constitution of the Association. The President shall preside ai all sessions
of the General Assembly. ' -

. ERMS OF OFFICE.

. .Bule 10

11, The officers of the Generai Assembly shall hold office for two years,
They shall be eligible £or re~elections 7 7
~ ACTING PRESIDENT '

o Ruledl . -
12, If the President of the éeneral'Assemﬁly is;aﬁséﬁtffxbﬁnﬁfﬁééiiﬁglDT

any part thereof, a Vice-President shall preside, A Vice-President acting
as President shall have the same powers and duties as the President.

... REPLACTMENT OF PRESIDENT

w2136 Ifthe Preéideﬁt%ceases-to‘reprgsent_a,member;State,ofgthe,Association
or:ig for any other reason unable to hold coffice, a Vice~President elected
forthig purpose by the:General;Assembly}shall_bﬁcome.President;pf{theH
General Assembily for:the unexpired portion, of .the term, If gugh—ViQ@%
President also ceases to represent a member Sfate of the Association or is
for any other reason unable to hold office, the other Vice~President shall
become President of the General ssembly for the unexpired portion of the

term.
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- VOTING RIGHIS OF THE PRESIDENT

(14 Tho Tresident or  ieo-Presiient actin as President shall participete
" in the meetings of  the General Asseibly 'in that capacity and not as the

represeritative of the member Staté of the Associstion by whom he is accredited.

In such cases an alternate representative shall be entitled to represent the
member State of the Association goncerned in the meeting of the General

Assembly and exercise the right to vote,

. V. COMMITTERS OF THE CENIRAL.ASSHUBLY

. Rule 14

15 4t each session, the General Assembly may set up such committees of'fhe~
-~ Whole or-committees of :limited membership as it deems necessary and refer to

» them any questions of the agenda for.study .and report, The General Assembly. .

. may, -in-consultation with the Secretary-General, awthorize such ‘committees

:f‘towmeet~while the-Genergl’Assembly-is.not1@@gsessign.;[.. T
1 D [ . . e
16, The member of committess of the General Assembly shall be selected by
the Gener@lﬁassgmb;y from among its membegsﬁprgggnt at a session.
__ Rule 16
- 175 These Rules shall also apply to the proceedings of committees of the

-General Assembly and such other subgidiary bodies.of the Associgtion as are
established under the provisionsof paragraph 2 (e) of Article V of the .

Constitution of the Association unless the General Assembly decides otherwise.

VI.’7S£ERIﬁARYAGENER&L :

~Rule 17 0
18, The Secretary—General shall act in that capacity at all meetings of the
General Assembly, its committees and subsidiary bodies. He may designate
another member of the secretariat to take his place al any meeting, and shall
be responsible for keeping the members of the General dssembly informed of
‘any questions which may . -be brought before it for consideration. ' '
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Riie 18

19, A% the beglnnlng of each rbg11a¢ session of the General Assemtly the

Secretary-General shall present a progress report on the work programme of
the secretariat during the periods between regular session the Secretary-
General shall see that in so far as is possible members States of the

“Association are informed of the activities of the Association. and. any
eomments made on them by a member State of the Assoclatlono

.Rule 19

204 The Secretaryquneral or his representatlve may make oral or wrltten
statements to the General Assembly, its commlttees and subsidiary bodies
concerning any questlon under con51deraﬁ10ne

Rule 20

i'2_3--_,.' The Secretary—General shall be reSponslble for all the neoessaﬁy
. ‘arrengements for sessions of the (eneral Assembly, its committees and its
. subsidiary. bodiesa.‘Under his direction, the secretarlat :ghall 1nterpret

speeches made at sessions; ‘shall receive, translate and circulate the
documents of the General Assembly, its committess and subsidiary bodies;
shall publish and circulate the records of the session, the resolutions
of the General Assembly and all relevant documents. It shall have the

custoiy of the documents in the archives of the Assoclat10n¢

ViI. OEFICIAL L“NGUAGBS AND LNTERPREmATION

'Rule'zl

'-_eagj.(A) Ehgllsh and French ehall be the off101al languages of the

7'ASBOClat10n,

(1) Speeches ‘made in any of the offlclal 1anguages Shall be
interpreted 1nto the other OfflCl&l languageo.

(¢) 4ny representative may make a speech in a lamguage other $han
the official languages of the Association. In this case, he
shall himgelf provide for the 1nterpretatlon 1nto one of the
official 1anguageso G P

1‘
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VIII. POUBLIC AND CLOSED SESSIONS
. Bule 22
23« (a) Sessions of the Géneral Assembly shall be held in public unless
 General Assembly decides otherwise, - ' o ‘

o 2(B): At the close of each closed: session the President of the General
- Assembly may issue g commmnigué through the Secretany-General,

IX. RECORDS

SUMMARY RECORDS OF PUBLIC SESSIONS

s Rule23 . o

« : The adopted vérsion,df”tﬁéfﬁép@fﬁéwpflpublic sessibng,.-résolutions,
R Q@mmenﬂatiuné,anﬂﬁbth@f\qud@l ebiéi@ns_ofsthe_GeneralfASSembly, and
Ldts ﬁuhsidiaﬁyﬂOrgéﬂé.sHail be distributed as soon as possible te all
=memberStgtEEbeffhe'Assogiatipn,:ihé-ﬁbbnomic.Commissibn'fdr”ﬁfrica,'the
nganizatioﬂ?df}African Unity and such’ other bedies or-organizations
", opperating in the same fiéld;gé’j@égﬂﬁgosiqatiqn.andfwith'whicﬁf1iaison has
"bbgn?establishé&ﬁbyfthe AsSoéiaﬁiqﬁ, and to any other persons ddmitied o .
rarticipate in the deliberstions of ﬁhe-General'Assembly. L : :

[ e -

" REPORT OF CLOSED SESSIONS AT

Rule 24:'

25¢ The reports of closed sessions of the (eneral Aszembly shall be
distributed as soon as possible to the mémber States of the Association,
the Fconomic Commission for Africa, the Organization_of‘ﬂfrig@q Unity
and to any other person who may have partidipéted-inrsuch-qlbsegﬂseséion.'

Suﬁﬁ“réppntﬁiéhé;; be”mgde,public at such time and undersuch conditions

as the Gerieral Assembly may decide,

LR
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Xo CONDUGT OF BUSINESS
 QUORUM

Rae 25

i 26y A'majOrityjqf_the:memberé of the GeneraléﬂssembLf-sha¥l ponéfituté

POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT
Rule 26

In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere
by these Rules, the President shall declare the opening and closing

~of each meeting ofthe. General Assembly, shall direct the discussion,

ensure the observance of these Rules,” and shall gocord the right

- to speak, put questions to the vote, and announce decisions.. The
" President, subject o these Rules, shall-have control of the

(»)

(a)

--time raise a point of order and the point of order shall be

(v)

-'prpceédinés'bf_the_General_Assembly'andhover‘the maintenance 6?
order at its Sessions, . He shall:rule on: points of order and shall

have, in particular, the power to propose’ ad journment of closure
of the debate or adjournment or suspension of a sessione -

‘Debate shall be confined o the question before the General Assembly

and the President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not
relevant to the subjeot under discussion,

POINTS OF ORDER R

During the discussion of ‘any matter a represeﬁfétiVe may at any

- immediately decided by the President in accordance with these

Rules, A representative may appeal against the ruling of the
President. The appeal shall immediately be put to the vote and

~the ruling of the President shall stand unless overruled by a

ma jority of the members present and voting,

A representative may not, in raising a point of order, speak on
the substance of the matter under discussion, :
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TIME~LINIT ON SPERCHES

... Rdle e8-

29i The President may limit the time allowed +o cach speaker and the

- number of +times gach representative may speak on any questions, except on -

procedural questions, when the Eresident,shallulimitleachrintégyéﬁ?;?p4§§‘
a maximum of five mimtites. When debate is limited and & répresentative .

exceeds his allotted time, thé President shall call him %o order without ’

delay.
'CLOSING .OF LIST .OF ‘SPEAKERS

Rule 29 -

30+ During the ocourse of a debate the‘Eresident'may_announcgkthegliSt of: -
speakers'an@,,withdﬁhﬁ consent df~the_Géﬂeral-ﬂssembLyffdteare'thg,listfiﬁﬁ
closed, | The President mayy, howevery. accord ‘the right of .reply to.any -
representative if, in his opinion, a speech delivered after he has declared
the list closed makes this desirable. When the debate on an item is ! -
concluded because there are no other speakers, the President shall declare
the debate closed. Such closure shall have the same effect as closure by

' the consent of the General Assembly,

LT

~ ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSURE OF DEBATE S
Rule 30

31. {(a) During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move ths -
: .adjournmenthofhthe<debaté~¢ﬂ*theiitemfunqérqdi&qussioﬂ,ﬁ:In addition
L tQQ#he{proppser?bfztheambtion;'oﬁe‘representativg*may;speak in favour
-, of and.oné against the motion, after which the motion.shall be
- immediately put to the vote, unless agreed by acclamation,

(b). A representative may at any time move fhe_ciosure;of.théadebate-
__.'on ‘the item under discussion, whether or not any other representative
" has signified his wish tofspeak.'*PermisSionitéfspeakﬁonf&hé_closure
.. of the debate shall be accorded only %o two Speakers opposing the

,ff:élﬁﬁgﬁe;jaftér_Which~¢he.motioﬁJshall be immediately. put. to the voteo

TiE
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SUSPINSION OR ADJOURNMINT OF THE SESSTON

“ .. - Bule 31

32, "bﬁiiﬁgvﬁhejdisdussion.offany'mattér; éfrébresentaﬁiéejﬁ@ffmdvegthéth
suspensipn,or,ﬁhe‘adjournment‘bffthe~Seésion.W1Nof&iSCQSéion~bn'sgch;mgt;ons

shall be permitted, and they shall be immedistely' put 4o the vobe.
ORDER OFPROCEDURAL MOTIONS"E

Rule 32 -

3. * Subject $0 rule 30 of these Rules the £ollowing motions' shall have
precedence in the following order. over a}l-other:prbpdsals:qr'mqﬁiqn§; ;i "
-._be“fgre thembe'blng: . ) e B R s

(1) “To suspend the sessions .
Co(2) To adjourn the sessidng R O B
“(3)""To adjourn the debate on the item wnder discussions

(4) For the closure of the debate on the item under discussion,

SUBMISSION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS AND SUBSTANTIVE AMENDMENTS OR MOTIONS

Rule 33

'!thé'Sécretagy—Ge@epq1:whg:shall.oirculate:oopie53%o;;éprésentatives
~ab least. twenty~four hours before they are discussed and voted upon,
- unless the General Assembly decides.otherwise, ' = . .

34s (a) Draft resolution shall be introduced in wpiting  and handed to

(b) Upon request of any representative of a member-State of the’
" Association the text of .any proposal or amendment thereto made by
& representative of anbtherlmember'state;of‘fhgﬁAssdciatibn shall
" be handed over to the President. in writing and ‘'shall be read By
“" him before any further'Speake?.isfcalledfupdn;'éhdﬂaléo‘immediately
before a vote is taken on such a proposal or amendments The
President may -direct that any proposal or amendment be circulated
to the representatives present before a vote is- takene This rule
~shall not apply to procedural motions such as those referred %o
in rule 30 of these Rules, :
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DECISTON Off "COPEIMNCE
Rule 34

35, Subgect to rule 30 of these Rules any motlon c llng for a declslan on
the competence of the CGenersl Assembxy to adopt a proposal submltted to it
shall be put to the vote 1mmed1ate1y before a vote is taken on the proposal

in questlono

WITHDRAWAL OF MOTIONS

Rul? 3.

1t~has commenced, prov1ded that the'motlon has. not. beeh émendedg; Almotlon
Whlch has thus been wltharawn may be relntroduced hy a,represenuatlve.""u

ek Fne SR vwmrc;

VOTING HIGHTS AND MEEHDD OF VOTING

£ R

. Rule 36 :,:;-f;,; HAN S |

37, (a) Tn accordance with the provisions of paregraph 2 Article III
: of the Constitution of the Association each member State of the
-»;;Assoolatlon shall have. oaa votea.;' o : P -

f},bgc;31ons of the General Assembly shall be made,by a magorltyhi}
£, the‘members presenﬁ and. votlng.ﬁ_ E it ens .

; the'purpose of these Rules, the phras; Mme X
“oting™ means - members casting an afflrmatlve or nﬂgatlve va‘heq
Members who abstain from voting are considered as nob votlng.

The General Assembly shall hormally véte by show of hands, except
that any member may request a roll~call, which shall then be
iﬁtakeﬂ in the’ Tnglish alphabetical  order of! the' names 68 the member
ﬁﬁStaxes ofthe? *Associations’ The'vote of’ ‘sach meﬁber partlclpa%ing 1n
.rell‘ al Ishall o 1nserted in the écord,‘*:
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FQUALLY - DIVIDED VOTES. .
Rule 37 .

_38& If a vote is egually divided on matters other than eleetlon, the
"proposal shall be regarded as regected, _'f'-f

XIT. REPORTS U

39, The Secretany—General shall submit to the General Assembly an ammual
report on its activities and plams, inclnding those of its sub31d1any
“podies s For those years during which the General Assembly does not hold

‘a session, the reporﬁ approved by the Pre81dent, shall be circulated Fo-

the member States of the Association, the Boonomic Commission for Afrlca,

the Organlzatlon of Africa Unify and such other bodies or organizations
operating in the same field as the Association and with Wthh liaison has
been established by the Assoclatlono

- XIII, PARTICIPATZ{OI_\T OF _OTHER STATES AND
'CONSULTATION WITH SPECIALIZED AGEVCIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS

" Rule 39

40. The General Assemhly may invite any member State of the Unlted Natlons
Economic Commission for Africa or Orgenization of African Unity, not a
member State of the Assoclatlon, to partlclpate in its dellberatlons on any
matter which the General Assembly comsiders is of particular concern to that
member State, Any member State thus invited shall not have the right to vote
ot may” submit- proposals Whlch may be put” tc the vote at the request of any
member State of the Asscc1atlon.

Rule 40

.;n4l- In accordance W1th the agreements conoluded between the Unlted Nations
- and . the -specialized agencies, any specialized agency. deallng with maters
of interest to the Association may be invited to be regpresented at sessions

of the General Assembly and its commlttees, to participate through their
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representatives in the deliberations with respect to items relating to
matters within the scope of their activities, and to submit proposals
. regarding such items, which may be put %o the voie on the request of

- any member State of the Association or the committses concerned. .

X1V, AMENDMENTS AND SUSPENSIONS OF RULES OF PROCEDURE

Rule 41

42, (a) Any of these Rules mey be amended or suspended by the General

(b)

()

Assembly by a simple majority vote of the members ¥ present
and voting.

These Rules may nbt be amended until the‘General Assenbly
has received the report on the proposed amendments from a
committee of the General Assembly set up for that purpose,

4ny of these RBules may be suspended by the General Assembly
provided that twenty~four hours' notice of the proposal for the
suspension has been given. The notice may be waived if no
member objectss ‘ '

- e




