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PREAMBLE

a!+- ? ^??rCiSL° « he P°wers confe^ed by paragraph 2 and 4(f) of
Artxcle VII of the Constitution of the Association of African Trade
Promotion Organizations, the foilowing. Hales are hereby -made:, r: w ;

I. SESSIONS

DATE AMI! PLACE OF SESSIONS'

■; ' ■ ■'■ -Rule-1 ' ■

2 Session of the General Assembly shall be held in pursuance of the
provisions of paragraph 2 of Article VII of the Constitution of the
Association.

(a) Regular sessions at a date recommended by the General Assembly
at a previous session after consultation with the Secretary-
General; J

(b) Emergency sessions at the request of,the majority of the members
. of the Association after Consultation With the f ■ ' --:lj *

■ ■-.,.■■ ■■': ,,.. :.' -Rale 2., ■■ ..." :-.■","■•■■ C ■ -..■•^'■'-■/] ■■■

-sesgipn convened in pursuance of sub-paragraph (e)^bf 1-■;
.-,L-.-,-: of these,:^ies shall be held, at a place decided upon-by the"

General Assembly at a previous session, due consideration
being given to the principle that the General Assembly may

■meet at the headquarters of the Association or in the differen
member States of the Association.

(b) Session, convened in pursuance,-,of sub-paragraph (b) of Tuler-1
of the Rules shall be held at a place determined by the

■v-Se,cr:etary-General in consultation- with the President of> the <
General Assembly. » ■ . . :- - ... <, :■-■. ., ,
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NOTIFICATION OF DATE OF OPMING

Rule 3 ..:-.- ^ .■,.

4« The Secretary-General shall notify the member States of the

Association of the date and place of the meeting of each session at least
sixty days in the case of a regular session and not exceeding thirty days

in the case of an emergency session before the commencement of such session.

Such notification shall also "be made to the Economic Commission for Africa,

the Organization of African Unity and such other "bodies or organizations

operating in the same field as the Association and with which liaison has

"been established by the Association.

' : \_ ■■• II.- AGTOA - ' ■ ■ * '"■■■"

DRAWING UP AMD COMMUNICATION OF PROVISIONAL AGENDA

' ' '' ' "Rule 4 " -'■

5« T&e ..provisional agenda for reach session shall be drawnvu'£ by the

Sfecretary-General in consultation with the President of the General
Assembly and'shall be communicated in three copies, together with the

basic documents relating to each item, to" the member States of the

Association and to the organs and organizations referred to in rule 3

of these Rules not later than sixty days in the case of the regul session^
and thirty days in the case of an emergency session prior to the opening

of such session. "" " "■•■ - •'" " . ■■' '"'*'['"■ ' ' ."."... - '-..;

'■' ■■■' ■■■ ; ; v : : "Rule 5-. ■ . \ ■■■ :.• '■ .--^ ':

69 The provisional agenda shall include items proposeii, by:

(a)- The -General Assembly at a previous session and.its Bureau;

(b) The Sub-regional Conferences; - ;

Any member State of the Association;

The Secretary-General



Rule 6

7» (a) After the agenda has "been adopted, the General Assembly may at
any time revise it. In the event that a member State of the

Association does not receive the reports, studies and

documents to "be considered during a session sixty days in

,- , , advance, its representative shall have.the .right to request

' .' :\' that the items; t-d which ^those reports,; studied an& ^o&iments-
': ' 'I refer sjiojild lie excluded/ from the' agenUa, and $he General :

.... ,-...!" Assembly, phall. immediately grant, pxi&h a request. '.■'';,■.

(b) Notwithstanding the foregoing provision's, if,' when ail ite"m is

submitted for consideration by the General Assembly, three-

quarters or more of 'the representatives of the member States

accredited to attend a given session insist that it should

nevertheless be discussed, that decision shall prevail.

Rule 7

8» Each member State of the Association shall be represented in the General

Assembly by an accredited leader .'of the delegation. And such leader of

delegation may be accompanied to the sessions of the General Assembly "by

alternate representatives and advisers and, when absent$ he may be replaced

by :aii'alternate representative, .:■ :■.'■ ■-.-.■ . . ; ■ . .._■ ^,■■;■

9» The credentials of representatives and the names of alternate

representatives and advisers shall be submitted to the Secretary-^General

before the meeting which the representatives are to attend. The Secretary-

General shall examine the credentials and submit his report to the

: President of the General,:Assembly. r This .rule ..shall not, however^;

' * a ^'member 'State- of rthe)7As36iciation: from Changing:; its '■■representatives,

alternate representative ■or.advis?ei%s•subSequentlyi,? subject' to proper-f-:

suTsmission and examination of credentials^;where -needecLw v. ;■ , ,-.,;::;■
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IV. OFFICERS

ELECTION OF THE FR^T-nMT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS

AHD RAPPORTEDH

"'.- • -1' '. - '..' Rale' 9 '■" " : ■ ,.-'■'..'■."

1O» The .General, Assembly shall, at the commencement of each regular
session elect its; President, two Vice-Presidents and one Rapporteur, in

accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3 of Article VII of the
Constitution of the Association. The President shall preside at all sessions

of the General Assembly. , .,.,.- , ;

. ■■ " '■ ■■/. ■: ■ ■ ■■ TERMS :0F ..OFFICE- ■• . ■ .

■: ■ ' ..:■..■ ,Hule 10 -.. .■■'".• • ;" ..:■■■

11, The officers of the General Assembly shall hold office for two years.

They shall be eligible for re-election*

ACTING PRESIDENT

' 11 .. ;- : ; . ■<;.. . ■ ■■ ■ ..■':■

12, If the President of the General Assembly, is absent from a-meeting or

any part thereof9 a Vice-President shall preside. A Vice-President acting

as President shall have the same powers and duties as the President.

.. . . REPLACEMENT OF .PRESIDENT.

■■'■ ■.•;i'"" '. ■.; . '" /"' ,""■ ... . .'"Bule 12" ■• ■■" ■' ' - . .; ■'■'"•[' ' '"';,: ";,

13. Jf- the President ceases to represent a. member-State, of the. Association

or,is for any other reason unable to hold office, a Vicer-President elected
for this purpose by the General Assembly, shall become President of.the-
General Assembly-for the unexpired portion,of the term. If such Vipe^

President also ceases to represent a member State of the Association or is
for any other reason unable to hold office, the other Vice-President shall
become President of the General ssembly for the unexpired portion of the

term.
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VOTING RIGHTS OF THE PRSSIDMT

-■.::.. - ■■.-.:■■■•■ .= ■ ".;:.■-'■ ..,-■.- , Rule 13 .; , ,. . ■.",,.; .", , ■ ;

; 14« , Th© President or a Vice-President "acting as President shall" participate
in the 'meetings1 of the General^Assembly inthat Capacity and not as the

representative of the member State of the Association by whom he is accredited,
In such cases an alternate representative shall be entitled to represent the
member State of the Association concerned in the meeting of the General
Assembly and exercise the right to vote,

■•-.'■ •■■;:.'.■■ v ■■'■■ , V». COMMITTEES ,OF THE -GENERAL,'.ASSEMBI^ . ../■/; V

Rule 14 ' : '" ' """'°"

15* At each session, the General Assembly may set up such committees of the
. whole or committees of-limited membership as ,it ..deems necessary ,,a;nd refer to
them any questions ;of the agenda for^stuc^y .-and.report. The General Assembly

.may, in: .consultation with the Seoretary^Generai, authorize such committees
to meet -while, the General Assembly is not in;, session. . ' '...--"..'■'-.'.

" ';■'./' '. ;■' ■; ..."', ' Rule '1.5 "'.' ■■"' '"'* ■':'■" L : -' ■ '"'■'■* ■

16, The member of committees of the General Assembly"shall te selected by
the General iLSsembly from among its members present at a session.

Rule 16 -

17* These Rules shall also apply to the proceedings of committees of the
General .Assembly and such other subsidiary bodies of the Association as are
established under the provisions of paragraph % (e) ;o£ Article Vof the .
Constitution of the Association unless tne General Assembly decides otherwise,

■ " '" V- ' VI. SECREfTiRY-GMEEAL : -" '" .

,.!!":"■; \ry'.;'■"' ..;/, ' ' ■'.' -Ruie-17 ' ■ -;1 ", ■ ;-'; ■:'■.*/

'n " ' ' ' ' ''■' ' '■■■■■■:■"■ ■■■''. . ■ ■ :;■. ."■'-. ■-. c;'.:.-,, . '■■'

loo The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity ai" all meetings of the
General Assembly, its committees and subsidiary bodies. He may designate
another member of the secretariat to take his place at any meeting, and shall
be responsible for keeping the members of the General Assembly informed of
any questions which may be brought before it for consideration.
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Rule 18

19c At the beginning of each regular session of the General Assembly the
Secretary-General shall present a progress report on the work programme of
the secretariat during the periods between regular session the Secretary-

General shall see that in so far as is possible members States of the

Association are informed of the activities of the Association-, and,any

'comments made on them by a' member State of the Association* :••

20, The Secretary-^General or his representative may make oral or written

statements to the General Assembly, its committees and subsidiary bodies

concerning any question under consideration*

Rule 20

■21. The Secretary-General shall be responsible for all the necessary

^arrangements for sessions of the General Assembly, its committees and its

subsidiary bodieso Under his direction, the secretariat, shall interpret

speeches made^at.-sessions; shall receive., translate and circulate the

documents of the General Assembly, its committees and subsidiary bodies;

shall publish and circulate the records of the session, the resolutions

of the General Assembly and all relevant documentsq It shall have the

custody of the documents in the archives of the Association.

1 .VIIe. OFFICIAL L^GUAGES AED INTERPRETATION ■

Rale 21

22* , (a) Phglish and French shall be the official languages of the

■ V*- ' *■.. -Association, . ..... ■ . .",■,.■

(b) Speeches made in any of the official languages shall be

interpreted into the other official languageo

(c) Any representative may make a speech in a language other than

the official languages of the Association* In this case, he

shall himself provide for the interpretation into one of the

official languages* . : ,
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VIII. POBLIC AMD.CLOSED-SESSIONS

Rule 22

23, (a) Sessions of the General Assembly shall be held in public unless
General Assembly decides otherwise.

session the President of the
may issue a communique through the Secretary-GeneralI

IX. RECORDS

SUMMARY RECORDS OF PUBLIC SESSIONS

... ■ Rule 23 ■ ■ :' .-■'.'..'>

-s

REPORT OF CLOSED-

Rule 24
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X.' CONDUCT OP BUSINESS

; QUORUM

■ -. ' • ■ Rule/25 ■ ■.".'■

26.. A majority of the members of the General Assembly shall constitute
., a quorum* .

POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT

Rule 26

27, (a) In addition to exercising the powers Conferred upon him elsewhere
• ;by these Rules, the President shall declare the opening and closing

of each meeting of. the, General. Assembly, shall direct the discussion,
ensure the observance of these Rules, and shall accord the right

■■ to speak, put questions to the vote, and announce decisions.,. The
President,, subject to these Rules, shall-have control of the
proceedings of tjie General Assembly and-over the maintenance of

■ order at its Sessions. He shall;rule on: points of order and shall
' ' ' r*i ^ Pa:i?tlcula^i the,power to propose^adjournment of closure

-■ ot the debate or adjournment or suspension of a session.

(b) debate shall be confined to the question before the General Assembly
and the President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not
relevant to the subject under discussion.

POINTS OF ORDER ,

Rule 27 :

28. (a) During the discussion of any matter a representative may at any
time raise a point of order and the point" of order shall be
immediately decided by the President in accordance with these
Kules. A representative may appeal against the ruling of the
President. The appeal shall immediately be put to the vote and
the ruling of the President shall stand unless overruled by a
majority of the members present and voting.

A representative may not, in raising a point of order, speak on
the substance of the matter under discussion.
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TIMS-LIMIT ON SPEECHES

... Rule 28

29* The President may limit the time allowed to each speaker and the
number of times each representative may speak on any questions, except on :■
procedural questions, when the President shall, limit each intervention tp
a maximum Of five minutes. When debate is limited and/a representaHiive
exceeds his allotted time, the President shall call him to order without "'
delay. J :-■ ■ .

CLOSING QF LIST ;0P SPEAKERS

Hule 29

30. During the course of a debate the President may announce the list o£-
spea^ers and,. wit£ ifes consent of the General Assembly, declare the list'V
Zl°Z* i ^'^f^f* ^L>*ever, accord the right of .reply to any - • '
representative if m hie opinion, a speech delivered after he hasXlared'

list closed makes this desirable. When the debate on an item is '■ <

thS°llttt*!?aUS? th|r\arf no other speakers,; the. President shall declare
the debate closed. Such closure shall have'the same effect as closuWby
the consent of the General Assembly, ■■:', ' y

ADJOURHMMT MD CLOSURE OP DEBATE

Rule 30

31. (a) During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move tfe'
. adjournment :of^ the, debate on the item under.discussion^ In addition

,-..-.?. to the proposer Of the motion, one representative may speak in favour
:..,:■ . . of and,one against the motion, after which the motion shall be

immediately put to the vote, unless agreed by acclamation.

(b).. A representative may at -any time move the closure of the debate ."
; ' hL si^T^r dU™lB±on> wh^her ^-not any. other representative
^ ofth^Sf fiff t0 Sp69k- Pe^^ion tp-speak.on^he closure

or the debate shall^be accorded only to.two speakers opposing the
closure, after which the motion shall be immediately, put to the vote.
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SUSPENSION OR ADJOURNMENT OF THE

, ■ Rule 31

of

on suph.mptions

vote. , \.: '...-:.

ORDER OF PROCEDURAL MOTIONS :

Rule 32

of theae.Rules the following motions shall hav^,;?

(l) To Suspend the.session;. ' . ■ . ..;
(2)> To adjoiirn:the.session; . , s ■-■'

■■(3)-- To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion; '' "
U) For the closure of the debate on the item under discussion,

SUBMISSION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS AND SUBSTANTIVE AMMDMMTS OR MOTIONS

Rule 33

34.: >)_***£ resolution>hall be introduced in, writing and handed to
It llS^ZGeSe?al.WlX9 ShaU oi^la^ copies, to representatives
^iLfth Tty"f?-r h°UrS bef°re th^ ^^i-cu^sed aid. voted upon,
unless the General Assembly decides .otherwise. ! :, \ '

(b) Upon request of any representative of a member State of the
Association the text of-,any proposal or amendment thereto^ made by
a representative of another member State of the Association shall

L^?? °Ver i° t^ Pid^ i i* h S Vbe

^?Jf !^- T^ paker 1S Called uP°n': ^ «^obefore a vote is taken on such a proposal or amendment. The
President may-direct that any proposal or amendment be circulated
to the representatives present before a vote is taken. This rule
snail not apply to procedural motions such as those referred to
m rule 30 of these Rules.
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DECISION" 0

Rule '34 '*■••'

35« Subject to rule 30 of these Rules; @ny, ,mption ^calling, for,a :deicisipn;,,on
the competence of the General Assembly to. adopt a proposal submitted "to i't
shall be put to the vote immediately before a vote is taken on the proposal
in question* '■ ^ ( -' ■",

MITHDRAWAI?W-'MOTIONS

Rule 35.

36* •■-. A :niptioii may ,be ^d.tbJ(5Tam-. ,by.yits^.pjropps^er at any.tiine before vo$ijig.,pn
it.f.has. cpmmenced, provided: that .the motion has. no% bepii^amendedft ...,£
which,Jias,r^hus,been,.^i-thdriavjn may>Lbe reintroduced by! ^^

VOTING RIGHTS. AND METHOD OP VOTING

37, (a) In accordance wi+h,the provis'ibhs of paragraph 2 Article III
of the Constitution of the Association each member State of the

:icui^ ?:> • Association^ :shall, Saaire- ons-vot.ea - ..... . --. ...... . ........,,■■. .,,.-■ ...-,•

j^p^sions ;of. the General^Assembly, shall be,made^ by. a:
$ % J - and. '

^f th.e purpose .of, i^ese.SuleSj.the phrase. *fm^m
voting" means members casting an ^f'ij^JiyQ.^^^^
Members who abstain from voting are considered as not voting.

(d) The General Assembly shall' 'normally vote by show of hands, except
that any member may request a roll-call? which shall then be

^^'the':^^i^ of^the:name'^^;the member
6P:6ach ■member>p^ti^ipafing in
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EQUALLY; DIVIDED VOTES, ....

Rale 37

38* If a vote is equally divided on matters other than election, the .:

proposal shall be regarded as rejected* . '■.'■'..'.

XII. REPORTS ' ., >;■■ ...

; Rule 30 . ■■ ■■:

39* The Secretary-General sha^l submit to the General Assembly an annual

report on its activities and plans, including those of its subsidiary

"bodies,. For those years during which the General Assembly does hot hold

a Session, the report, approved by the President, shall be circulatedW;
the member States of the Association, the Economic Commission for Africa,

the Organization of Africa Unity and such other bodies or organizations

operating in the same field as the Association and with which liaison has

heen established by the Association.

XIII. PARTICIPATION OP OTHER STATES AND

CONSULTATION WITH SPECIALIZED AGMCIE3 OF THE UNITED NATIONS

.-•■■.: '-.■ '. - .■ ■■ ■-.- . -..' Rule 39 — . . .. .= ...•.. -: , :. ,•.;

40. The General Assembly may invite any member State of the United Nations

Economic Commission for Africa or Organization of African Unity, not a

member State of the Association, to participate in its deliberations on any

matter which the General Assembly considers is of particular concern to that

member State, Any member State thus invited shall not have the right to vote

but may submit proposals Which may be put to the vote at the request of any

member State of the Association* ,

■ v. . ■ ■ ■ : ■,-■■■ • ; - ■ . Sule 40. -...-■,■■■•: ■■ r ■■■;

■43.« In accordance with the agreements concluded between,the United Nations

and,the specialised agencies, any specialized agency dealing,with matters

of interest to the Association may be invited to be reqpresented at sessions

of the General Assembly and its committees, to participate through their
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representatives in the deliberations with respect to items relating to
matters within the scope of their activities, and to submit proposals
regarding such items, which may be put to the vote on the request of
any member State of the Association or the committees concerned*

XIV, AMMDIMTS AH) SUSPENSIONS OF RUL83 OF PROCEDURE

Rule 41

42. (a) Any of these Rules may be amended or suspended by the General
Assembly by a simple majority vote of the membersf present
and voting.

(b) 1!hese Rules may not be amended until the General Assembly
has received the report on the proposed amendments from a
committee of the General Assembly set up for that purpose*

(c) JSny of these Rules may be suspended by the General Assembly
provided that twenty-four hours' notice of the proposal for the
suspension has'been given. The notice may be waived if no
member objects*,


