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I. INTRODUCTION

1. African countries are currently hosting millions of refugees.

By 1989, for instance, it has been estimated that nearly 5 million

of the world's 15 million refugees were in Africa. 1/ The

significant sizes of the refugee populations along with the

elusiveness of voluntary repatriation, the preferred durable

solution, for the vast majority, have lent urgency to the

consequences of the movements.

2. The African refugee problem started becoming significant in

the 1960s. In 1964, for instance, the total number of refugees in

Africa was estimated as 400 thousand. By 1970, this number had

increased to three-quarter million; and about 3 million by 1979.

During the 1980s the number of refugees peaked at 5 million.

3. The major refugee generating and receiving countries have

changed over the years. However, the evidence establishes that in

the recent years, the countries of East and Central Africa,

especially Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, Malawi, Tanzania and Zaire as

the major hosting locations of refugees, with the first three also

among the major source countries.

4. For example, in 1990 and early 1991, the major host countries

were: Sudan (1.3 million) for refugees from Ethiopia and Somalia,

Ethiopia (1 million) for refugees from Somalia and Sudan; Malawi
(900,000) for refugees from Mozambique; Cote d'lvoire (300,000),

Guinea (325,000) and Sierra Leone (125,000) for refugees from

Liberia; and Somalia (300,000) for refugees from Ethiopia.2/

5. By 1966, the major hosting countries were: Congo (357,000) for

refugees mainly from Angola (250,000); Uganda (150,000) for

refugees from Congo (30,000), Rwanda (70,000) and Sudan (45,000);

and Burundi (79,000) for refugees mainly from Sudan. 3/

6. By 1983, the major host countries were: Somalia (700,000) for

refugees mainly from Ethiopia; Sudan for refugees from mainly

Ethiopia (484,000) and Uganda (200,000), Zaire (300,000) for

Angolan refugees (225,000); Burundi (256,000), mainly for refugees

1/ UNHCR, Refugees. No.71 (December 1989)

2/ FAO, Food Supply Situation and Crop Prospects in Sub-Saharan

Africa. Special Report, No.2 (June 1991)

1/ OAU and EGA, Final Report: Conference on the Legal, Economic

and Social Aspects of African Refugee problems. 9-18 October 1989.
Addis: Dec. 1968.



E/ECA/PSD.7/3

Page 2

from Rwanda (228,000); and Tanzania (180,000) for refugees from

mainly Burundi (148,000).4/

7. The causes of Africa's refugee exoduses could be classified
into two major categories: (a) colonialism (e.g.flight from
apartheid and white rule governments) and neo-colonialism and their
after- effects, especially the creation of fragile new states, many
with artificial boundaries, and (b) the evolution of viable nation-

states in Africa.

8. Wars of Liberation, in particular, those in the then
Portuguese colonies of Guinea Bissau, Mozambique and Angola along
with Algeria were the main reasons behind the refugee exoduses of
the 1960s. In addition, the repressive apartheid system of the
white rule government of South Africa and similar governments in

Namibia and Zimbabwe (formerly Southern Rhodesia) before their
independence, were responsible for the large-scale movements from

these countries in the past.

9. With the attainment of political independence mainly in the
1960s, another set of refugees has emerged: exiles from
authoritarian and autocratic governments and losers in the fierce
struggle for the control of economic and political power in
fragile, new states. Examples include the Biafran War, the long-
drawn out ethnic/political confrontation in Angola,Burundi,Chad,

Ethiopia, Rwanda, Sudan, Mozambique, Uganda, and recently in

Liberia.

10. After the achievement of independence by countries under white
domination e.g. Zimbabwe and Namibia, along with the beginning of
the loosening up of South Africa's apartheid system in recent
years, the latter determinant of the causes of refugee exoduses has
become paramount. Unfortunately, the solutions of these post-
independent conflicts have so far proved elusive in many countries,
making voluntary repatriation impossible for a large percentage of

African refugees.

11. Against this background, the objectives of the present paper

are: to sensitize African decision makers, development planners and
other experts about the burden refugees have placed on African
countries over the years, as well as, provide background
information pertinent for planning, implementation, evaluation and
monitoring of refugee programmes and projects within the context of
national and regional development plans. To this end, the paper
documents the socio-economic consequences of the movements.

4/ UNHCR, Report on UNHCR Assistance Activities in 1983-1984 and
Proposed Voluntary Funds Programmes and Budget from 1985, A/AC.

96/65 New York: Aug. 1985.
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11. ASSESSING THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT OF REFUGEE MOVEMENTS

12. The hosting of sizeable refugee populations ranks among the
major economic and social problems of a number of African countries
within the past few years. Crisp has succinctly summarized these

consequences as follows:

From the moment they arrive in a country of asylum,
refugees compete with their local hosts for scarce

resources such as land, water, housing and food.
Overtime their presence places more substantial demands

on natural resources, education and health facilities,
transport and social services. A refugee influx can push

prices up and wages down. It can have a negative impact

on the host country ■ s balance of payments and make

structural adjustment more difficult to attain.j>/

13. Examples of the consequences of refugee movements in Africa

include the following:6/

i) In Somalia and Sudan, two countries with delicate ecological
balance, the presence of large numbers of refugees has

contributed to environmental problems such as deforestation,

soil degradation and erosion;

ii) In parts of some African countries e.g. Kassala region in
Sudan - where refugees constitute a significant proportion of
the local population- excessive pressure on social amenities

and economic infrastructures has resulted;

iii) Political problems including civil unrest and border raids in
host and origin countries have taken place as a result of

refugee settlements;

iv) Social, economic, cultural and psychological consequences of

flight and adjustment in the host community for the refugees

and the host population have been discerned.

14. The discussion that follows focuses on the economic and social.
consequences of the movements. At the outset," it should be pointed
out that an assessment of the consequences of refugee movements is
a complex assignment for a number of reasons. FirsOT^feeeattee, it

is difficult to distinguish the impact of refugees per se from that

5/ Jeff Crisp, "The high price of hospitality," Refugee, No.

81(21) (November 1990).

6/ A. Adepoju, "The consequences of influx of refugees for

countries of asylum in Africa", in R.Appleyard (ed.) The Impact of

International Migration on Developing Countries (Paris: OECD,1987);

and R.Chambers, "Hidden losers? The impact of rural refugees and

refugee programs on poorer hosts", International Migration Review,

20(2) (Summer 1986).
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of other agents - e.g. internal migrants and displaced populations
in a dynamic social system - in explaining economic and social
changes. Secondly, because, to assign to refugees particular

impact, one has to take into account a number of variables such as
periodic secular changes in the economy of the host country and

different categories of refugees e.g. short- and

long-term.

(A) Economic consequences

15. The magnitude of the refugee populations could be used as an

indicator of the burden of the movements on the host countries.
According to this measure, the refugee burden was onerous in recent
years in Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan and Malawi, countries that have

hosted between 500 thousand to 1 million refugees from 1989 to now

(Table 1).

16. Another indicator of refugee burden in countries of
settlements is the proportion of refugees to the local population.

The evidence indicates that, for example, in Malawi, Sudan, Somalia
and Burundi the proportions of refugees to the local population
were high: e.g. 50 percent in Hivan and Gebo regions and 29 percent

in the North west region of Somalia around 1984; and 25 percent in

Kassala region (Sudan) in 1987.7/

17. A refugee stream dominated by vulnerable sub-groups- e.g.

children, women and the aged- as well as refugee households headed

by women, as is the case in many African countries, has presented

problems for economic self-sufficiency in regions of settlement. In

this connection, it has been observed that the African refugee

populations in e.g. Sudan, Zaire and Somalia have been

disproportionately composed of women and children, around 60 to 80

percent. For instance, the proportion of children (i.e. those

under 18 years) among Angolan refugees in Zaire in the 1960s and

1970s has been estimated as between 50 and 60 percent.8./ These

children were living mainly with their mothers because their
fathers were either engaged in the war at home or have been killed
in the war. Similarly, a survey of refugee camps in Somalia in the
early 1980s found that two-thirds of the households were headed by

women. 9_/

l_l Adepoju, op_. cit

8./ UNHCR, Refuqees.no.54 (June, 1988)

9/ H.Christensen, Survival Strategies for and by Camp Refugees

(in Somalia! (Geneva: UNRISD,1982):36
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18. In the context of the above background information on the

nature of the refugee burden and characteristics of the refugee

population, three dimensions of the economic consequences are next
reviewed, namely: food production/distribution, environmental and

economic integration impacts.

(i) Food Production and Distribution Impacts

19. The arrival of refugees, especially in vast numbers, disrupts
the implementation of economic and social development programmes of

host countries by the diversion of scarce resources to satisfy
their immediate basic needs. These sudden influxes complicate the

economic problems of host countries, even when account is taken of
assistance received from international aid agencies.

20. The extra demand the movements place on the meagre food

reserves of host countries is a case in point. The influxes of
large refugee populations whose requirements for food have to be

taken care of by the host countries, without commensurate

contribution from them or international -a|*S agencies, at least in
the short run, seems to have contributed to the precarious food
production and distribution situation in certain African countries.
This is partly because the movements have occurred during periods

when the food production and distribution systems in a number of
refugee hosting countries have started deteriorating, and partly

because refugee-generating events, e.g. civil unrest in the
countries of origin and destination of the refugees have also

disrupted food production and distribution activities.

21. A recent FAO Report has analyzed the link between refugee

influxes and the food situation in a selected number of African
countries during the first half of 1991. A summary of the main
findings is presented below for 6 host countries also, listed among

those with serious emergency food situation during that

period.10/

a. Sudan

22. By early 1991, the country hosted 1.3 million refugees from

war- and famine-affected neighbouring countries. Within the
country itself, there were some 3 million internally displaced

persons, with about 1.8 million living around Khartoum. Already

experiencing a difficult food situation, the influx of refugees,

including a significant number from Ethiopia was aggravating the

country's precarious food situation, with most refugees lacking

proper shelter and many reported malnourished.

10/ FAO, pjo. cit
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b. Ethiopia

23. By 1990 and early 1991, Ethiopia was hosting around 1 million
refugees along with some 200,000 returnees. The escalation of the

civil war in the country during this period disrupted relief
operations with serious implications for refugees and returnees.

c. Cote d'lvoire, Guinea and Sierra Leone

24. The presence of Liberian refugees in the above-mentioned three

neighbouring countries, estimated about 750,000, has contributed to

their precarious food situation, despite the rendering of relief

assistance to refugees by international aid agencies.

d. Malawi

25. This is another African country whose food situation in recent

years has become precarious partly as a result of Mozambican

refugees (nearly 900,000) that had settled in the country.

(ii) Environmental Impacts

26. The influx of refugees in parts of African countries have

spawned environmental problems, such as: destruction of forests and

other natural vegetations around refugee camps, the excessive
demand for water, lowering water tables in arid regions,

overgrazing by refugee livestock and pollution of the environment

due to the high concentration of people in a limited space. These

environmental problems have arisen partly because the emergency

nature of the influxes does not usually facilitate the proper

planning of settlements (for example, careful selection of sites
taking into account availability of adequate resources such as good

agricultural land and water supply) and procurement in an orderly
manner of initial requirements e.g. wood for hut construction and

fuel for cooking.

27. For instance, in Somalia by 1978-1980, some 700 thousand

Ethiopian refugees were hurriedly settled in four regions. It

became apparent, after a few years, that the settlements had caused

serious adverse environmental damage to the neighbouring

localities, by the destruction of surrounding woody forests due to

the practice of cutting trees for hut construction and for use as

fuel for cooking, and by overgrazing by the livestock of the

refugees. 11/

11/ L.Young, "A general assessment of the environmental impact of

refugees in Somalia," Disaster, 9(2) (1985)
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28. A recent review states: lIn environmental terms, Somalia has

paid a heavy price for its welcoming attitude towards refugee.

Over the past decade, the land around the refugee camps has been

stripped of vegetation, leaving extensive areas of barren, sandy

soil.'12/

29. Also in Sudan in 1983 about 630,000 refugees were settled in

east and south regions. To enable households to be economically

self-sufficient they were allocated agricultural land. After some

years ecological problems cropped up in the forms of deforestation

and soil degradation due to the intensive agricultural practices

followed by the refugees.13/

(iii) Economic Integration

30. How and when refugees become self-reliant after settlement, by

e.g. participating in the economic and social life of the host

community and/or by achieving a standard of living commensurate

with the local, neighbouring populations are important topics of

the consequences of the movements. In this connection, it should

be pointed out that, over the years, in the absence of voluntary

repatriation for a large number of African refugees due to the

continuance of conflicts, along with the option, resettlement in

third countries available to only a small percentage, settlements

in first countries of asylum have become the most utilized durable

solution. Settlements in first countries of asylum have taken two

main forms: self-settlements and organized settlements.

31. By the self-settlement option which encompasses about 60

percent of all African refugees, refugees settle in border villages

(and also urban areas) and eke out a living essentially without the

assistance of refugee aid agencies and the host government. A

seminar on Rural Refugees in Africa remarking about the benefit of

self-settlements posited that they "... have a better chance of

developing self reliance and self management while avoiding the

dependence mentality which has often been found in organised

settlements." 14/

32. On the negative consequences of self settlements, it has been

argued that the standard of living such refugees attain is lower

than that of the organized settled refugees, and sometimes, even

12/ UNHCR, "Somalia: Trees and Refugees" Refugees Feb. 1990:20.

13/ Young, op. cit

14/ Eriksson, L.G et alia, An Analyzing Account of the Conference

on the African Refugee Problem. Arusha. May 1979 (Uppsala:

Scandinavian Institute of African Studies, 1981).
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the more disadvantaged groups of hosts. Moreover, such settlements
impose burden on the refugees themselves and the host communities
by e.g. putting extra pressure on sparse and under-developed rural
infrastructures (health, education etc. facilities) and by refugees
competing with the local population for common property resources.

33. A study by Freund and Kalumba of this type of refugees in
North-Western province, Zambia found that they were accepted by the
host communities and were provided assistance by chiefs, headmen
and villagers partly because of their shared ethnicity. However,
factors like the absence of a definite, national policy on refugees
and refugee status, suspicion held by some nationals that
foreigners were mainly responsible for the high crime rate m the
country, and a number of refugees unable to acquire identification
documents stood in the way of complete integration. In this
connection, it was reported that though the majority of refugees
had access to facilities and services e.g. schools, clinics and
public transportation, a number faced difficulties in actually
using them because they did not have national registration cards.

34 Two other factors hindered the full economic independence of
refugees. First, although about three-quarters were allocated
land, their poor soil quality resulted in poor yields. Second,
factors such as * limited kinship networks, larger household size,
and relatively limited period of settlement1 also contributed to
the low standard of living of the refugees. 15/

35. A study by Kok of spontaneously settled Eritrean refugees in
5 urban quarters of the town of Kassala (Eastern Sudan), 5 villages
in the dry land zone and 2 villages in the horticulture zone in the
neighbourhood of the town concluded that a significant number were
able to make a living despite the harsh environmental conditions of
some of the areas especially the dry land zone and also in spite
of the existence of legal restrictions on their social and
economic integration. The partial success of the refugees he
attributed to: (a) the hospitality and cooperation of the Sudanese
people and Government, (b) the * inventiveness1 of the refugees and
their willingness to do all types of jobs, including menial ones,

and (c) support from family members working in the Gulf. 16/.

15/ P. Freund and K.Kalumba, * Spontaneously Settled Refugees in
Northwestern Province, Zambia', International Migration Review Vol.

XX No. 2 (Summer 1986), pp. 299-312.

16/ Walter Kok, ^Self-settled Refugees and the Socio-economic,
Impact of their Presence on Kassala, Eastern Sudan', Journal of
Refugee Studies, Vol. 2 No. 4, 1989, pp. 419-440.
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36. However, the overall integration of the refugees was

constrained by two other factors.First, the survey documented that

75 percent of the population including both refugees and Sudanese

in the areas studied were living in %abject poverty1. Second, the

employed refugees were mainly concentrated in the low paid job

category.

37. By the organized settlement scheme, refugee settlement takes

place with the assistance of the host government (which provides

land) and international aid agencies, which in conjunction with the

government provide funds to build houses, purchase blankets,

purchase food and other basic needs and help in the putting up of

schools and clinics. The major long-term objective of organized

ft settlements is the attainment of self-reliance i.e. for the

1 settlements to be runned without external assistance. To this end,

•1\the assistance provided by external aid agencies and the government
are intended to assist refugees to grow their own food and generate

income to enable them to purchase their other basic requirements

such as, kerosene, vegetables, tea, sugar, clothes and shoes.

38. Refugees in organized settlements have usually been found to

attain a higher and stable standard of living than those

spontaneously settled. On the other hand, organized settlements

have been criticised for their high maintenance costs and slowness

and/or inability to achieve economic and social integration due to

the fact that, in most cases, the refugees are detached from the

host communities.

39. The major arguments about the optimal settlement form could be

summarized as follows:17/

i) Economic Integration:

40. Organized settled refugees, in view of the assistance they

receive from aid agencies and governments have better and secured

access to good external agricultural land along with economic and

social infrastructures and facilities e.g. housing, schools and

clinics, and therefore have a higher and stable standard of living

compared with spontaneously settled refugees.

ii) Effects on host communities:

41. Both types of settlement forms especially the spontaneous

types involving increases in the population of destinations have

12/ J.B. Wijbrandi, "Organized and Spontaneous Settlement in

Eastern Sudan: Two Case Studies on Integration of Rural Refugees."

Amsterdam: Free University Research Project on Refugees in the

Third World, Work Document V-86/1, Feb., 1986: Pages 11 to 12.
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adverse economic, environmental and social consequences for the
host communities. However, it has been suggested that organized
settlements can minimize some of the adverse consequences by proper
planning, monitoring and management, strategies difficult to
implement for spontaneously settled refugees. Also spontaneously
settled refugees are more likely to be exploited by capitalists and
other members of the host communities, e.g. by being employed as
under paid agricultural workers.

iii) Assistance to refugees:

42. Relief planning, management and delivery for organized
settlements are usually costly, expenditures not usually incurred
for spontaneously settled refugees. In addition, organized
settlement refugees are more likely to develop a dependency
syndrome, as shown by the failure of many to become self-sufficient
after many years of assistance. It should be pointed out, however,
that although the cost of subsistence for spontaneously settled
refugees is borne mainly by themselves, with assistance provided
by the host communities, these refugees do impose hidden costs by
using e.g. educational and health facilities built for locals.

iv) Security:

43. To minimize security problems along Africa borders as a result
of the presence of refugees the OAU 1969 urged that ^asylum shall
as far as possible settle refugees at reasonable distance from the
frontier of the country of origin.' Organized settlements have a
better chance of fulfilling this condition, since the host
government usually decides where they could be located.
Spontaneously settled rural refugees, however, are more likely to
settle at borders among their ethnic and kinship groups, with their
presence, at times fomenting border incursions.

v) Freedom and participation of refugees:

44. The major argument against organized settlements is that
refugees are exempted from participating in the making of decisions
concerning their welfare and well-being. In many cases also their
freedom of movements and interaction with the local population are
restricted. Such constraints do not usually encumber spontaneously
settled refugees.

45. However, both types of refugees operate within legal limits
with respect to full participation in the economic and social life
of the host country.
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(B) Social Consequences

46. The presence of refugees especially in substantial numbers has

resulted in pressure on social services and infrastructures (e.g.

schools, clinics and health centres,water electricity and

agricultural, extension services) in destination localities. For

example, the unplanned almost seven-fold increase in the population

of a section of South Sudan, from 6,000 in 1979 to 40,000 in 1983

adversely affected the provision of health in the community for

both local and the refugee populations. 18/

47. In Malawi, another example, a country that has been hosting

close to a million Mozambican refugee during the past few years,

the demand on social services and infrastructure had become so

excessive that a District Relief Officer was appointed in each of

the affected areas. Moreover, agencies with some responsibility

for refugees, e.g. the Water Department and the Ministry of

Community Services were allocated staff and funds for refugee

assistance. JL9/ In order to offset these and other costs

pertaining to the impact of refugees a World Bank sponsored study

recommended an emergency assistance programme up to US 25 million

dollars for 1990 and 1991.

48. Another dimension of the social impacts of refugee movements

relates to the composition of the refugee population in refugee

settlements ( i.e. the disproportionate percentage of women and

women-headed households, already referred to above) and the running

of refugee settlements. The emergence of new social relations in

these settlements has been observed, especially the rise of female

consciousness and the demise of male conventional roles and

responsibility. The latter development has been attributed to the

fact the host governments and international aid agencies in refugee

camps have usurped male's conventional roles as providers and

family/household's decision-making powers. It is not surprising

therefore that, "many individual refugees, households and groups

show signs of profound disintegration ..." 20/

49. Though rural refugees constitute the bulk of Africa's refugee

population the numbers of urban refugees are significant in

18./ H.Bariagaber, 'Contemporary Refugee Movements in East and

Central Africa and Their Economic Implications', In IUSSP, African

Population Conference,Dakar,1988. (Liege:1988)

19/ UNHCR, Refugees, no.54 (June 1988)

20/ Peter Nobel (ed.) Refugees and Development in Africa.

Scandinavian Institute of African Studies, Seminar Proceedings,
No.19 (Uppsala:1987),p.99
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countries like Djibouti, Kenya and especially Sudan. .21/ In
Sudan, the number of urban refugees have for some years now far
out-numbered rural refugees- e.g. around 200,000 had spontaneously
settled in Port Sudan, Gedaref and Khartoum by 1983. Port Sudan
alone with a population of 205 thousand was hosting 60 thousand
Ethiopian refugees in 1980.

50. In the context of problems of urban localities, in particular
primate cities in Africa in recent years: e.g. open unemployment,
underemployment, stress on social services and infrastructures, the
presence of refugees in large numbers, has easy the above-mentioned
problems.

III. CONCLUSIONS

51. The plight of refugees ranks among the prime economic and
social problems of a number of African countries, especially in
East and Central Africa, that have been hosting sizeable numbers
over the years. Against the backdrop of such problems as massive,
unexpected arrivals in mainly poor countries, the search for
durable solutions has become complicated by the slowness of

confliatY repatriati?n as wel1 as fresh outflows triggered by new

52. in this connection, it should be mentioned that the
resolution of current conflicts and the institution of democratic
reforms in political systems currently being mooted in several
countries would go a long way in removing the root causes of the
refugee problems. Recommendations on these lines have been repeated
in meetings on the African refugee problem. For instance, as far
back as 1967, two suggestions were put forward towards resolvinq
the refugee problem. The first relates to arresting the trend of
repressive policies of foreign and colonial governments throuqh

in^efra nal Pressure and accelerating through the United Nations
and the OAU, the process of decolonization. This objective has now
been largely achieved. The second suggestion is still germane
namely, "to appeal to independent African states to be more tolerant
of opposing views and to facilitate the return home of refugees by
the removal of the root causes of the fear of persecution..."

53. The present assessment of the socio-economic consequences of
the ^ movements has shown that the influxes have resulted in a
variety of impacts on the refugees, the host communities and the
economy of the host and origin countries.In this connection, since

2X1 Adepoju, op. cit

22/ OAU and ECA, "Final Report: Conference on the Legal, Economic
and Social Aspects of African Refugee Problems", pp.cit.
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the hosting of refugees has, in recent years, become a long- rather
than a short-term AX, as was previously perceived, new orientations
pertaining to assistance are called for to respond to these
emerging developments, while awaiting the political solution.

54. One such strategy was proposed by the Second International
Conference on Assistance to Refugees (ICARA,II) in 1984, which

advocated infrastructural and other development assistance to both
refugees and the neighbouring host communities (i.e. zonal
development). The justification of this strategy has been cogently
stated by the 1967 Conference on the African Refugee Problems as
involving the development of,

. . . the agricultural, social and infrastructural facilities of
the settlements on a more permanent basis and extend them in
such a way as to integrate the refugees. In other words, the

refugees are to be converted into active elements of economic
and social development...23/

55. Unfortunately, the implementation of zonal development
programmes since ICARA,II, has been hampered by a number of events.
Contrary to hopes at that time that the African refugee influxes
would stabilize, the outbreak of fresh conflicts in old refugee-
generating countries such as Ethiopia, Sudan, and Somalia, and new
areas especially Mozambigue and Liberia have considerably swollen
the numbers of refugees.

56. To complicate issues,the resources made available to UNHCR and
other refugee aid agencies since ICARA,II, have not kept pace with
the rising numbers of refugees in Africa and elsewhere.
Furthermore, the economic and social crisis coupled with drought,
famine and desertification in the main hosting countries have made
it difficult to design and implement long-term development
programmes for the local population, not to speak of refugees and
other internally displaced persons.

57. ^ All the same, zonal development should still be pursued by
African countries hosting substantial refugees, despite the afore
mentioned difficulties, with assistance sought from other
international organizations such as the World Bank, UNDP, ILO, and
FAO, other than UNHCR whose mandate does not cover this area.

58. Furthermore, reforms in settlement programmes, the most
utilized durable solution of the refugee problem for sometime now
are also necessary. Since both spontaneous and organized
settlements have been found wanting in many areas, a third
settlement form, capitalizing on their best features could be
experimented with in African countries, taking into account

22.1 Idem
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Chambers' caveat that there are no universal solutions to refugee
problems. 24/

59. To this end, the assisted self-settlement option has been
proposed. This option calls for sustained assistance by host

governments and international aid agencies to those refugees that
have spontaneously settled on the same basis as those in organized

settlements. It has also been suggested that refugees should be
classified and work with according to various categories, e.g. by
skill, by ability to self-settle or farm , and by time of arrival.
25/

11/ Robert Chambers, "Rural refugees in Africa: What the eye does

not see", Disasters. 3(4) (1979); and "Rural refugees in

Africa:past experience, future pointers", Disasters. 6(1) (1982)

2_5/ Idem
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Major Refugee Movements in Africa, 1985 and 1989 and GUP
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Country of

Asylum

Ho of refugees

(000)

1985a/ 1989b/

Main countries of origin Refugees

Per 1000

persons

(1989)

GNP

Per Capita

1987 US$ c/

Somalia

Ethiopia

Sudan

Malawi

Za i re

Burundi

Tanzania

Zimbabwe

Algeria

South Africa

Zambia

Angola

Uganda

Swaziland

Cameroon

Rwanda

Kenya

700

59

690

-

317

257

179

46

167

-

97

92

151

8

14

49

8

840

735

670

606

320

270

265

171

165

160

146

95

89

74

51

21

11

Ethiopia 115

Sudan, Somalia 15

Ethiopia, Chad, Uganda 27

Mozambique 72

Angola, Rwanda, Burundi 9

Rwanda, Zaire 51

Mozambique, Rwanda, Burundi 10

Mozambique 18

Western Sahara 7

Mozambique 4

Mozambique, Angola, Zaire 17

Namibia, Zaire, South Africa 10

Rwanda, Sudan 5

Mozambique, South Africa 96

Chad 5

Burundi 3

Uganda 1

290

130

293

K2

134

230

209

601

2,400

2,290

249

501

77

626

1,266

269

315

Source:

a/ UN, Population Newsletter. June 1991, table 1

b/ UNHCR, Refugees. No.71 Dec. 1989

c/ World Bank, Sub-Saharan Africa: From Crisis to Sustainable

Growth. Washington D.C.: 1989
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Table A.I: Africa's Refugees: Maior Events Since the 1950s

Period

1957

1961

1962

1963

1967

1972-73

1975-77

1976

1977

1978

1979

1979^80

and

Event

UNHCR's first involvement in Africa

Assistance to 200,000 Algerian refugees

Influx of 151,000 Angolan refugees to

Zaire growing to 400,000 by 1970

Voluntary repatriation of 200,000 Algerian

refugees from Tunisia and Morocco

Start of major influx of refugees into

Uganda from Rwanda, Sudan and Congo

Beginning of influx of refugees to Sudan

from Ethiopia

Following the Addis Ababa agreement,

South-Sudan operation for voluntary

repatriation of over 150,000 Sudanese

refugees from Uganda, Zaire, Ethiopia

Central Africa Republic.

Influx of refugees from Burundi to

Tanzania (28,000) Rwanda (10,000) and

Zaire (25,000)

Voluntary repatriation of refugees to

Guinea Bissau, Mozambique and Angola,

following independence

Armed attach on Zimbabwean refugee

settlement in Nyazonia (Mozambique).

Following 1976 riots in Soweto, exodus of

refugees from South Africa.

UNHCR begins special programme of

humanitarian assistance in the Horn of

Africa

Arusha Conference on refugees in Africa

Voluntary repatriation of some 190,000

Zarian refugees from Burundi, Tanzania,

Angola, Zambia and Sudan.
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1980

1981-82

1981

1982

1983

1983-84

1984

1984-85

1985-86

1986-87

1987-88

1988

1988-89

1990

Repatriation of 150,000 Chadians from

Cameroon, Sudan,Central African Republic

and Nigeria

International Conference on Assistance to

Refugees in Africa (ICARA) April

Over 30,000 persons of Rwandese origin

displaced within Uganda, and over 30,000

cross the border into Rwanda.

Start of voluntary repatriation of

Ethiopians refugees from Djibouti.

Voluntary repatriation of about 200,000

Uganda refugees from Zaire and Sudan

Second International Conference on

Assistance to refugees in Africa

(ICARA,II), July

Voluntary repatriation of about 170,000

Ethiopians from Sudan

Voluntary repatriation of about 121,000

Ethiopians from Sudan

Voluntary repatriation of about 150,000

Ethiopians from Sudan

Voluntary repatriation of about 100,000

Ugandans from Sudan

Beginning of significant inflows (around

630,000) of Mozambican refugees to Malawi.

Voluntary repatriation of about 86,000

Ugandans from Sudan

Beginning of significant outflow of

Liberian refugees (about 650,000) to

Guinea (312,000), Cote d'lvoire (208,000)

and Sierra Leone (126,000).

Source:UNHCR, Refugees, various issues and Refugees Magazine,

No. 5, December 1983, page 16




