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fstablishment of a Parmanent west African Committee

on Transport and Cemmunications

1, Backsround
——— e,

(i) The first proposal for the establishment of a West Alrican
Commitiee on Transport was made at the first Jest African Transport

Conference, held in Monrovia in November 19€1. (Joc. L0014, 147).
(ii) The Sub~Re;ional Leeting on Lconomic Co~operaticn in Vest

africa, held at Niamey from 10 to 22 Octiber 1966 (Doc. E/CH.14,366

of 11.XI1.1966), after considerable detailed discussion, proposed, in

Hecommendation No. 2y the establishment of a Permanent Transport Com—
mittee within the framework of sub-re_ional economic co-operation
arrdingenents, A structure zna terms or reference for such a Committee
were approved,

(iii)} The eishth secsion or the Commissici, held at La_os in
February 1967 (Loe. 3/017.14/393) requested the sxecutive Secretary, in
rescluticn 161(VIII), Lo procesd with convenin,, the Sub-regional

Permanent Transport Committee and its sub-comzittees.

(iv) The (second) west «ifrican Sub-recional Conierence on Jconomic
Co-oeration, held at ieccra from 27 april to 4 May 1967 (Doe. E/CN.14/399),

decided that an Interim Counicil of Ministers should be created to draw

up a treaty establisking an sconomic Community in west Africa and that
this Council should sex Up o number of subsidiary bodies. One of these
would be & Committee on Transport and Communications, in which represen-
tation would be st the level of technical heads, respensible in member

States for the subject-matter dealt vith by the Cormmittee,

The Conference auresd that three areas of work might be given

priority by the Committee onp Transport and Comnunications and these Wwere:
(2) The need for an all-weather road link spanning the entire sub-
resion, including the standarvization of voad practiices and

regulaiions and the simplification of frontier formalities;
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(b) The intensification of the efforts of the airline companies
in the gub-region towards ¢co-operation in the scheduling of
services, in the maintenance of eguipmeni and in the build-

ing up of overall capacity; and

(c) Increased sub-resional co-operatlion in the field of ocean

transport.

2. asaction regyuired by Interim Council of Iinisters

(i) It sesms véry clear that there is a_re:ment amecn, the member
countries who will be represented at the first meeting of the Interim
Council of ¥inisters to be held at waiar that a Permanent Transport
and Communicaitions Committee should be established and ti.at the Interim
Council is empowsred to tike effective actlon to create this body with
immediate effect. It is also clear thLat representatiion on the Committee
should be at the level of tecinical Leads responsible in the member
states for the subject-matter dealt wiih by the Committee. The Council
of Ministers may now wish %o decide ihat this Commitfee should be
established forthwith, I+ 3¢ Stigeestsd foxr consideration th-t swch
member of the Committee iculd nowin.te an nlterncte t0 reprosent

him when required.

(11) The Interim Council of Ministers may wish to decide that an
im.ediate inaugural meeting of the Permanent Transport and Communications
Committee should be called which would elect = Chairrman and two
Vice-Chairmen and a Secretary and establish such simple working rules

as nay be felt apuropriate.

(1ii) It is suggested that the work of the Commitiee should be
carried out mainly by correspondience but that a meeting of the commig—

tee should be held at least annually,
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In view of the decision taken at the Accra meeting (vide para. 1
(iv), above) that criority wi bkt be siven to three specitic prcblems,
it is sugeested that the Ferusnent Committee, 28 soon as it is formed,
should set up three Working . rouzs of suitable technical officers

drawn from amon., the mewber otutes as follows:

(a) One to study the need ior an all-weather road link spanning
the entire sub-re _icng

(b) One to conslder the possibility of intensifying efforts of
the airline companies in the sub-re_ion towards co-opercations
and

(c) One to stuly tlLe clope for sub-regicnal co~-operation in the
Tield of ocean transport.

As its work becomes establiskec, the Permanent Committee may wish

to set up further working sroups.

(iv) A suggested draft dgenda for the first meeting of the

Permanent Committee on Transport and Communications is attached.

Suggested draft sgenda for inaugural peeting

of the West 4rfrican Permanent Transvort and Communications Committee

1. Llection of & Chairman and two Vice-Chairman by simple majority

vote,
2. Election of a oacreiary.
3. Adoption of rules of procedure.

4. Nomination of three tecknical workin, 5T0UPS to siudy and report
to the Committee on:
(a) The neeq for an azll-weatler road link spanning the
entire sub-re ion;

(b) The possibility of intensifying efforts of the airline
companies in the sub-region towards co—-operation; and

(d) The scope Tor sub-regional co—operation in the field
of ocean transnort,

5e Selection of provisional date and place for next neeting,

6. Any other business.



